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House of Representatives
The House met at 10 a.m. and was

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. GILLMOR).

f

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 5, 2000.

I hereby appoint the Honorable PAUL E.
GILLMOR to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

f

PRAYER
The Reverend Jim Fisher, Chaplain,

U.S. Coast Guard, Washington, DC, of-
fered the following prayer:

‘‘Oh beautiful for heroes proved, in
liberating strife,

‘‘Who more than self their country
loved, and mercy more than life!

‘‘America! America! May God thy
gold refine,

‘‘Till all success be nobleness, and
every gain divine!’’

El-Shaddai, Almighty God of many
heroes, present and past,

The manifestation of human strife
may appear today in this sacred Hall.
Challenges may be offered, retorts may
be heard. For petty angers and egos,
forgive, O Lord.

Cast upon each member of this noble
assembly, each a hero of our homeland,
the radiant countenance of Your Holy
Face. Cause every member here to re-
flect anew upon their deep and abiding
love for our Nation, and every inhab-
itant thereof.

May their unity and commitment be-
come a source of inspiration for this di-
vine dream we call America. Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. PHELPS)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PHELPS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

CONSIDERING MEMBER AS FIRST
SPONSOR OF H.R. 2077, SEQUOIA
ECOSYSTEM AND RECREATION
PRESERVE ACT OF 1999

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that I may hereafter be considered as
the first sponsor of H.R. 2077, a bill
originally introduced by Representa-
tive Brown of California, for the pur-
poses of adding cosponsors and request-
ing reprints pursuant to clause 7 of
rule XII.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain 15 one-minutes per
side.

f

CHAPLAIN JAMES R. FISHER

(Mr. PHELPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PHELPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to give thanks and recognize

Chaplain James R. Fisher of the United
States Coast Guard, who has just deliv-
ered the opening prayer this morning
in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

I would first like to thank Chaplain
Coughlin of the House for extending
this prestigious invitation to Chaplain
Fisher. Chaplain Fisher is a resident of
Mt. Carmel, Illinois, which is in my
district, and was the son of a United
States Air Force career officer.

Chaplain Fisher received his bach-
elor’s degree from Virginia Tech and
went on to attend North Park Semi-
nary in Chicago and Yale Divinity
School in Connecticut for his religious
education.

In 1983 he was ordained in the Evan-
gelical Covenant Church in Chicago, Il-
linois. He also served as a missionary
in the Yupik Eskimo Village of Moun-
tain Village, Alaska.

Chaplain Fisher has a long and dis-
tinguished Naval career. He was com-
missioned in 1983 and has served on the
U.S.S Suribachi and the U.S.S. Essex;
been stationed at the Marine Corps
base at Camp Pendleton of California;
Naval Air Station in Sigonella, Sicily,
in Italy; and is currently the deputy
chaplain of the Coast Guard in Wash-
ington, DC.

Throughout his service in the Navy
and Coast Guard, he has received many
awards too numerous to mention in
these remarks.

Chaplain Fisher’s proudest accom-
plishment, though, has been his mar-
riage to Lori Christian since 1977 and
the three sons they share, Jacob, Caleb
and Josiah.

Mr. Speaker, it has been my pleasure
to introduce Chaplain Fisher, and I am
very honored to do so.

f

TRIBUTE TO 2000 CENTRAL
CABARRUS HIGH SCHOOL BAS-
KETBALL TEAM
(Mr. HAYES asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, it is my
distinct honor and pleasure to rise
today to pay special tribute to an out-
standing group of student athletes
from Concord in North Carolina’s
eighth district.

Several weeks ago, the Central
Cabarrus High School men’s basketball
team completed a truly amazing season
by winning the North Carolina High
School 3A Basketball Championship.

The Vikings successfully completed
the near impossible, defeating favored
Greensboro Dudley. Led by seniors
Mickey Mickens, David Hardy, Clayton
Russell, Dough Naumann, and sopho-
more Nathan Cranford, Coach Scott
Brewer’s Vikings stepped up to the
challenge.

These players are not only winning
on the basketball court, they are also
excelling in the classroom. Eight of the
players’ grade point averages are over
4.0 and the team’s average is 3.71.
Clearly, these young men excel in the
classroom as well as on the basketball
court.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to con-
gratulate the students, teachers, par-
ents, head coach Scott Brewer, his as-
sistant coaches, and the 2000 North
Carolina State 3A basketball cham-
pions, the Central Cabarrus High
School Vikings.

This is a tribute to their entire
school and their team work.

f

HELP BRING OUR CHILDREN HOME
BY PASSING H. CON. RES. 298

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to tell the House about Joseph
Cook and his children Daniel and
Michelle. Their story is one of the most
heartwrenching I have ever heard. In
1992, Joseph’s ex-wife took his children
to Germany on what was supposed to
be a brief visit. Shortly after they left,
he was told by Christiane that she was
not coming back and that he would not
see his children again. Christiane had
been suffering from depression, had
checked herself into a clinic, and
placed Daniel and Michelle into the
German foster care system. The Ger-
man foster care system made no at-
tempt to contact Joseph.

In 1993, Christiane returned to the
United States but left Danny and
Michelle in German foster care. Mr.
Cook went to Germany with a full cus-
tody order in 1994, but the German
courts have refused to return his chil-
dren and the foster family has been ex-
tremely uncooperative.

Mr. Speaker, Danny and Michelle are
being left to languish in a foster care
system when they have a father who
loves them and desperately wants to be
with them.

Joseph Cook served in the United
States Army, and I am urging this

House to serve him in return. Pass H.
Con. Res. 298 and help bring our chil-
dren home.

f

FOUNDATION FIGHTING BLIND-
NESS MAKES CONGRESS AWARE
OF EYE DISEASES

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
representatives from the Foundation
Fighting Blindness are visiting con-
gressional offices this week to discuss
the importance of funding research ini-
tiatives at the National Eye Institute.

This week my colleagues received a
set of paper glasses which may help
them to understand what individuals
suffering from retinitis pigmentosa and
macular degeneration see.

Isaac, Daria and Ilana Lidsky, young
adults from my congressional district,
are among the over 6 million Ameri-
cans who suffer from these retinal de-
generative diseases. Another 9 million
Americans have pre-symptomatic signs
of retinal degeneration and as the
baby-boomer generation ages, diseases
such as these are poised to skyrocket.

Promising experiments have already
been discovered in retinal transplan-
tation and in gene and pharmaceutical
therapies. However, additional funding
for the National Eye Institute is ur-
gently needed to advance these prom-
ising treatments to clinical trials.

I urge my colleagues to consider how
life is viewed through the eyes of those
going blind and to consider an increase
to the National Eye Institute at a per-
centage higher or equal to the other in-
stitutes of the National Institutes of
Health.

f

FOURTH ANNUAL U.S./MEXICO
BORDER CONFERENCE

(Mr. REYES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, today and
tomorrow I, along with my colleagues
that represent districts along the bor-
der, are cohosting the Fourth Annual
U.S./Mexico Border Conference. Each
year we bring together leaders on both
sides of the U.S./Mexico border to look
at the problems that exist along our
border, to develop solutions, and to
convey these solutions to policymakers
of our Nation.

The border today looks much how
the rest of the Nation will look in 20
years. We are a young, growing, dy-
namic population that is facing prob-
lems and experiencing unique issues
that perhaps the rest of the Nation
needs to focus on.

If our problems are not addressed
now in the border region, we run the
risk of impacting the entire Nation as
well as affecting the critical tourism
and trade relationship between the
United States and Mexico.

At the conference, we are focusing on
four major areas: education and the
workforce, health and environment,
economic development and infrastruc-
ture, and border security.

I urge my colleagues to join me and
our other colleagues in learning more
about the border and provide the direc-
tion and leadership that is needed.

f

SELF-DETERMINATION FOR THE
PEOPLE OF WESTERN SAHARA
(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
out of concern over reports that the
United Nations may decide not to hold
the referendum for self-determination
for the people of Western Sahara.

Article 1 of the International Cov-
enant on Civil and Political Rights
states that, quote, ‘‘All peoples have
the right to self-determination,’’ end
quote. Both sides, Morocco and West-
ern Sahara, in the U.N. Settlement
Plan and Houston Agreement, agreed
to self-determination for the Sahrawi
people.

The U.N. has spent approximately
$500 million on peacekeeping in the set-
tlement plan over 10 years and $30 mil-
lion on humanitarian aid in the same
time period. It would be a shame, no a
disgrace, to waste $530 million.

The credibility of the United Nations
and the United States would be further
eroded if they are willing to give up on
the stalled agreements. The U.N.
should remain committed to the peace
agreement.

Mr. Speaker, the people of Western
Sahara deserve the same respect and
support of the people of East Timor or
any other country. A free, fair, and
transparent referendum must go for-
ward.

f

ONLY IN AMERICA, ONLY IN
AMERICA

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, today
Congress will debate two bills. The
first bill is partial birth abortions. The
second bill is wildlife and sport fish
restoration.

Unbelievable. Kill the babies but save
the trout and the tit mouse. Beam me
up. In fact, beam me up, Scotty.

See, I believe that Congress and
America can and should save both the
babies and the wildlife. Think about it.

I yield back an old street saying:
Only in America, Mr. Speaker.

f

THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION
MUST ENFORCE THE LAWS ON
ILLEGAL OBSCENITY AND POR-
NOGRAPHY
(Mr. GARY MILLER of California

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr.

Speaker, we have a grave problem in
our country today: illegal pornography
and obscenity. It is rampant in our so-
ciety. It is readily available to all our
children on the Internet, and the
health and safety of our children are at
risk.

Under the Reagan and Bush adminis-
trations, the Department of Justice
successfully and aggressively pros-
ecuted illegal pornographers. They
rarely lost any of the hundreds of cases
brought to court. In one 2-year span,
they successfully prosecuted over 200
obscenity cases.

Since President Clinton took office,
prosecution of illegal pornographers
and obscenity has all but ceased. Pros-
ecutions are down 75 percent.

In 1997, there were only 6 prosecu-
tions of illegal pornographers by all 93
U.S. attorneys. In March 1998, the
Adult Video News Magazine, the trade
magazine for the porn industry, an-
nounced it is a great time to be an
adult retailer.

This lack of prosecution has sent a
clear message to the makers of illegal
pornography and illegal obscenity that
it is okay to make and distribute such
material. Under the Clinton adminis-
tration they will not even be pros-
ecuted for their crimes.

It is time for the Clinton administra-
tion to get to work and enforce exist-
ing anti-obscenity laws.

f

b 1015

BREAST AND CERVICAL TREAT-
MENT ACT COMING TO THE
FLOOR BEFORE MOTHER’S DAY

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, it has
been a full 5 months since the Breast
and Cervical Treatment Act was passed
unanimously out of the Committee on
Commerce. This life-saving bill cur-
rently has 289 cosponsors and enjoys
strong bipartisan support.

Mother’s Day is approaching. What
better gift for mothers and grand-
mothers around this country than to
provide treatment for breast and cer-
vical cancer to underserved women?

I learned today that the House lead-
ership has agreed to move H.R. 1070 be-
fore Mother’s Day. I applaud this deci-
sion and urge the Speaker to bring a
clean bill to the floor for a vote.

How much longer must the mothers
of this Nation wait?

f

SUPPORT PASSAGE OF PNTR FOR
CHINA

(Mr. KNOLLENBERG asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in strong support of granting Per-
manent Normal Trade Relations to
China, so-called PNTR.

Some would have us believe that, by
supporting China’s session to the WTO,
and by granting China PNTR, we will
be sending jobs overseas. This is simply
not true.

On the contrary, granting China
PNTR will allow us to take full advan-
tage of the bilateral agreement signed
last November and drastically reduce
the Chinese barriers to trade. As a re-
sult of increased opportunities to ex-
port, American businesses can only ex-
pand, creating new jobs of every kind,
from unionized jobs to export control
jobs.

With expanded exports, companies
will grow, making them able to offer
greater benefits to existing workers,
not get rid of them.

I urge my colleagues to support
PNTR for China on behalf of American
workers, farmers, and businesses.

f

STOP TUBERCULOSIS NOW ACT
(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
the gentlewoman from Maryland (Mrs.
MORELLA) and I have introduced the
Stop Tuberculosis Now Act. The legis-
lation proposes to amend the Foreign
Assistance Act. It authorizes $100 mil-
lion appropriation to USAID for the
purposes of diagnosing TB in high inci-
dence countries.

TB is one of the greatest infectious
killers of adults worldwide, killing 2
million people per year, killing more
people last year than any year in world
history. Thirteen hundred Indians, for
example, die every day from tuber-
culosis. It is the biggest killer of young
women and the biggest killer of people
with HIV/AIDS in the world.

The World Health Organization esti-
mates that one-third of the world’s
population is infected with the bacteria
that causes TB including at least 10
million individuals in the United
States. Eight million people around the
world will develop active TB each year.
TB is spreading as a result of inad-
equate treatment, and it is a disease
that certainly knows no national
boundaries.

We have a remarkably cost effective
strategy for TB control, DOTS, the Di-
rectly Observed Treatment Short
course, that uses inexpensive drugs at
a cost of as little as $15 per person in
developing countries. The strategy is
only reaching one person in five. The
question is not a medical one, it is a
political one.

f

REPUBLICANS ARE REINVENTING
GOVERNMENT

(Mr. HEFLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, the Clin-
ton-Gore administration talked about
reinventing government, but the Re-
publican Congress is actually doing it.

For example, Federal laws prohibit
convicted criminals from receiving

supplemental security income. How-
ever, for years, the Social Security Ad-
ministration relied on convicted pris-
oners to notify them of their ineligi-
bility for SSI benefits. Not surpris-
ingly, hundreds of prisoners convicted
of robbery, rape, and assault continue
to receive welfare benefits while in jail,
courtesy of the American taxpayer.

Perhaps the worst example of this
fraud and abuse, California’s ‘‘freeway
killer,’’ William Bonin, responsible for
killing more than 44 people, received
$80,000 in fraudulent SSI payments
while on death row.

In response, Republicans developed
and passed a solution to this problem.
As a result, taxpayers today will save
over $3 billion.

f

GUN SAFETY

(Ms. CARSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, every day
across this country, our children are
dying due to gun violence. Yet, Con-
gress has failed to stop the killing and
protect our children.

Over 2 weeks ago, the House went on
record in support of the juvenile justice
conference committee holding a meet-
ing within 2 weeks. Their deadline has
been ignored.

I am outraged that Congress has
failed to move forward on gun safety
legislation. How many more children
have to die before we pass strong pre-
ventative child gun legislation?

My bill, H.R. 515, the Child Handgun
Injury Prevention Act, which I intro-
duced in the first session of this Con-
gress, is a bill to prevent children from
injuring themselves with handguns.

If enacted, this bill would require
child-safety devices on handguns and
establish standards and testing proce-
dures for those devices. As of today, we
have 76 cosponsors.

We cannot call ourselves ethical
leaders when we stand by and do noth-
ing while our children are being killed
by gun violence. We have a moral re-
sponsibility to pass laws that protect
our schools, our communities, and our
families, a great act on our part prior
to Mother’s Day.

f

LAWS DO NOT MAKE THE DIF-
FERENCE, ENFORCING CURRENT
LAWS DO

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, it is
interesting as so many come to the
well to try and make sense of the
senseless. But it is extremely difficult
to understand how we can undue sense-
less acts when current laws are not en-
forced. Penalizing law abiding Ameri-
cans who freely exercise their rights
under the Second Amendment does not
improve anyone’s safety.

VerDate 20-MAR-2000 23:38 Apr 05, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K05AP7.006 pfrm02 PsN: H05PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1770 April 5, 2000
Indeed, the tragedy in Michigan that

so many of us mourn could not have
been reversed by expecting a 19-year-
old criminal to put a lock on a loaded
gun in a shoe box, preventing a 6 year
old from getting the gun.

Laws do not make the difference. En-
forcing the current laws do. While we
have an administration that refuses to
enforce current laws and in some cases
refuses to obey current laws, we have
the crux of the problem confronting
America.

f

IN MEMORY OF BEN RANDALL

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I have lost a very dear friend,
and the Houston community has lost a
dear friend, and as well Texas, and
maybe even the Nation. Ben Randall, a
community activist lost his life just
about a week ago. I rise today to pay
tribute to an individual who never said
no to the community needs of Houston,
Texas.

Energetic, creative, thoughtful, and
caring was Ben Randall. He loved his
family. He loved his two sons, out-
standing as they are, leaders in their
own right, academic geniuses. Ben
Randall was always so proud.

He worked for Texas Southern Uni-
versity. He was a community relations
activist, working for Enron. He worked
for small businesses and tried to de-
velop opportunities for minority busi-
nesses to do and have greater economic
opportunities. He helped on issues of
fund-raising for any charity one can
imagine.

He loved his God. He loved his
church, Windsor Village United Meth-
odist Church. He was an activist there.
He had prayer partners. He prayed for
others.

Whenever there was an opportunity
to share his values and his commit-
ment to the greatness of this Nation,
Ben Randall was there. He loved this
country.

Mr. Speaker, I would simply say
that, as we bury him and as we buried
him in his hometown of San Antonio,
the tears of those of us who lived in
Houston continue to pour.

We memorialize him today on April 5
in Houston because so many friends
could not make it to San Antonio, but
they needed to honor him and say
good-bye. It is right to pay tribute to
him and to do it with love, and do it
with respect.

I say farewell to my friend, Ben Ran-
dall. He may be gone, but he will be
forever in our memories. We salute him
for the great humanitarian efforts he
made on behalf of so many people. God
bless him and God bless America.

f

TAX COUNTDOWN

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, the
countdown is on. The tax clock is tick-
ing. The day the American workers
dread the most, tax day, is only 10 days
away.

April 15 looms on the calendar each
year as an ominous reminder of the
crushing burden of the current Federal
Tax Code. While the IRS often stands
behind closed doors, American working
men and women struggle to keep pace
with an out-of-control Federal agency.

Over the next 10 days, taxpayers
across this country will spend sleepless
nights and countless hours in an at-
tempt to figure out exactly the correct
amount of their hard-earned money
and how much they must send to the
Federal Government.

Heaven forbid the amount will be off
even by a single cent and cause the
taxpayers the horror of facing the un-
bridled wrath of an audit by the Inter-
nal Revenue Service.

Mr. Speaker, we must act now to
enact comprehensive tax reform, giv-
ing our working families a fairer, flat-
ter, and simpler tax without an IRS.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back our anti-
quated and oppressive tax system that
continues to burden too many hard-
working Americans every year.

f

BALANCED BUDGET PROVES RE-
PUBLICAN CONGRESS IS SERI-
OUS ABOUT ITS PROMISE TO
BALANCE BUDGET AND CONTROL
DEFICIT SPENDING

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, let me see if I have got this
straight. I am supposed to be impressed
that the government is not going to
spend more money than it has. I am
supposed to rejoice that the govern-
ment is not going to make our $5 tril-
lion national debt any worse. I am sup-
posed to brag to my constituents that
Washington is going to balance its
budget.

Well, Mr. Speaker, by the standards
of Washington, yes.

Balancing the budget should not be a
big deal; it should not be treated as
some great achievement. But I must
say, after 30 years of expanding the
welfare state every year, balancing the
budget is no mean feat. Balancing the
budget, which to me is only common
sense, is an extraordinary thing in a
town that has seen nothing but deficits
since 1969.

This balanced budget is proof of two
things. First, the Republican Congress
is serious about its promise to balance
the budget. Second, deficit spending
does not have to be a way of life.

Now that is something to brag about.

CENSUS BUREAU SHOULD GET
AWARD FOR BIGGEST GOVERN-
MENT SCREW UP

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, if there
were an award for the biggest govern-
ment screw up of the year, the Census
Bureau would win the award going
away.

The Census Bureau, which has been
planning the 2000 census for 10 years,
now sent out 120 million pre-notifica-
tion cards with the wrong address.
That is right, Mr. Speaker, the wrong
address. Most of us learned to address a
letter by the time we left the third
grade. I guess the folks at the Census
Bureau were absent that day. This
from the folks who want to use smoke
and mirrors to adjust the final results
of the census.

The American people know better,
Mr. Speaker. The Census Bureau cer-
tainly has some explaining to do. If the
Bureau cannot be trusted to address
mail properly, how can we trust them
with their risky statistical scheme.

f

GOVERNMENT NEEDS TO SPEND
TAXPAYER MONEY WISELY

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, last
year when the House proposed to Fed-
eral agencies that they cut out 1 cent
of every dollar they spend, the Clinton
administration screamed bloody mur-
der. Cut out 1 cent from the Federal
Government for every dollar we spend?
There is no way. We are too efficient,
too effective.

The Secretary of Interior said there
is absolutely no waste in my depart-
ment and yet went on to waste money
after money.

Let me give my colleagues an exam-
ple. The Social Security Administra-
tion sent out $3.3 billion in checks to
people who were ineligible for it. Well,
they might look there.

How about the rocket launchers? AL
GORE is a big gun control advocate, but
when one of the $1 million rocket
launcher disappeared, there was no
word from the administration. Now,
that is scary enough, but then another
one disappeared. Think about that.
There are two rocket launchers at
large somewhere in our society. Yet,
the folks in the Gore-Clinton adminis-
tration are telling us there is no waste
in government.

Mr. Speaker, we have got to do a bet-
ter job. We are not spending our
money. Contrary to the government
dogma that it is government money, it
is not. It is taxpayer money. It is what
people back home work real hard to
send to us. We need to be fiduciaries of
it. We need to spend it carefully.
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PARTIAL-BIRTH ABORTION BAN

ACT OF 2000

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 457 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 457
Resolved, That upon the adoption of this

resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 3660) to amend title
18, United States Code, to ban partial-birth
abortions. The bill shall be considered as
read for amendment. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill to
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) two hours of debate equally divided
and controlled by the chairman and ranking
minority member of the Committee on the
Judiciary; and (2) one motion to recommit.

SEC. 2. After passage of H.R. 3660, it shall
be in order to take from the Speaker’s table
S. 1692 and to consider the Senate bill in the
House. It shall be in order to move to strike
all after the enacting clause of the Senate
bill and to insert in lieu thereof the provi-
sions of H.R. 3660 as passed by the House. All
points of order against that motion are
waived. If the motion is adopted and the Sen-
ate bill, as amended, is passed, then it shall
be in order to move that the House insist on
its amendment to S. 1692 and request a con-
ference with the Senate thereon.

b 1030

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GILLMOR). The gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. Linder) is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
poses of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 457 is
a closed rule providing for consider-
ation of H.R. 3660, the Partial Birth
Abortion Ban Act of 2000. H. Res. 457
provides 2 hours of general debate,
equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on the Judiciary.

House Resolution 457 provides that,
after passage of H.R. 3660, it shall be in
order to take from the Speaker’s table
S. 1692, consider it in the House, and to
move to strike all after the enacting
clause and insert the text of H.R. 3660
as passed by the House.

The rule also waives all points of
order against the motion to strike and
insert. It provides that if the motion is
adopted and the Senate bill as amended
is passed, then it shall be in order that
the House insist on its amendment and
request a conference on the bill.

Finally, the rule provides for one mo-
tion to recommit with or without in-
structions, as is the right of the minor-
ity.

Mr. Speaker, I will not take time
here to discuss the grizzly nature of
this procedure at issue. Many of the
other speakers today will address that.
I would like to briefly note, however,
that this rule allows the House to take
this latest step in the ongoing saga of

the effort to ban the dreadful partial-
birth abortion procedure.

Legislation has passed this House by
a veto-proof majority in the past two
Congresses. The vote today will be the
seventh time the issue has come before
the House in the past 5 years. In fact,
the bill we debate today has been ad-
justed from previous texts to account
for the growing body of law dealing
with partial-birth abortion.

While the President has prevented
Congress from taking the action that
the overwhelming majority of Ameri-
cans support, the States have taken
the lead on this issue. I urge my col-
leagues to stand today with the Amer-
ican people to preserve unborn life by
supporting this rule and the underlying
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Georgia for
yielding me the customary 30 minutes,
and I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

(Ms. SLAUGHTER asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I op-
pose this closed rule. The majority
claims to favor full and free debate on
important issues; however, on this con-
troversial bill, the majority has chosen
to prohibit any amendments from
being offered.

I must also voice my strong concerns
with the bill made in order by this
rule, H.R. 3660, the so-called Partial
Birth Abortion Ban.

Once again we have anti-choice legis-
lation on the House floor. Like most of
us, my schedule as a Member of Con-
gress is erratic, but each year I have
discovered that one of the legislative
constants is that the House leadership
finds plenty of time to force consider-
ation of anti-choice legislation. As the
Washington Post noted this morning,
and I quote, ‘‘The measure is probably
unconstitutional and certainly bad pol-
icy, but the House is to take it up
today for the third time in 5 years.’’

This legislation has been fast tracked
through Congress, denied input from
other Members of Congress or the ben-
efit of the subcommittee and full com-
mittee markup. But what is most of-
fensive about the timing of the legisla-
tion is not simply the lack of debate
time, it is the fact that the legislation
is breathing down the neck of an up-
coming Supreme Court hearing on the
constitutionality of Nebraska’s abor-
tion law and is a blatant attempt to
try to influence the court.

The fundamental principles of Roe v.
Wade already protect a viable fetus.
Roe recognizes that the State has a
compelling interest in the welfare of a
fetus that can survive outside the
womb. And none of us, none of us, ap-
prove late-term abortions, except in
circumstances to save the life and
health of the mother.

But under this ban, the fundamental
principles of the Roe v. Wade decision

are gutted. The Supreme Court has
consistently held that a woman’s life
and health must be protected through-
out pregnancy. And no advances in
medicine yet have guaranteed a perfect
pregnancy. Due to the lack of health
exceptions in abortion bans, President
Clinton has vetoed similar legislation
time and time again, and this bill is no
different. It makes no exception for
protecting a mother’s health.

Moreover, the language of the bill is
so intentionally vague that both doc-
tors and the courts have scoffed at it,
asserting that this terminology could
ban all procedures regardless of the vi-
ability thresholds guaranteed by Roe.
In fact, it would make it a criminal of-
fense for a physician to perform not
just one particular procedure, but the
safest and most common procedure in
reproductive health care.

Even the American Medical Associa-
tion, which originally supported this
legislation, no longer does. And can we
blame them? What is a doctor to do,
faced with losing his or her livelihood
and potential jail time? I can assure
my colleagues that the primary con-
cern of most physicians will not be pro-
tecting the health of the woman if
their own livelihood is at stake. Why
would they risk 2 years in prison and
loss of their license when they could
simply make a decision?

The proponents of this legislation
would have us believe that this ban
will prohibit one procedure used to per-
form only post-viability abortions;
that is the point after which the fetus
can live on its own. However, the bill is
written so that it could ban safe abor-
tion procedures used prior to fetal via-
bility.

Mr. Speaker, in the circumstances of
late abortions, in most all cases, these
are fetuses who are either badly mal-
formed or in a condition that really
threatens the health of the mother. In
most cases these babies are desperately
wanted, and there is no other choice to
be made. It is heartbreaking for par-
ents to have to make this choice, but it
is even more heartbreaking for them
not to be allowed to because a legisla-
tive body has said no.

By introducing this ban in tandem
with the critical Supreme Court case,
and at the start of an election year, the
proponents of the bill are not just chip-
ping away at the right to choose, they
are taking a jackhammer to it. The
American people have told us time and
time again that when faced with life
and death decisions they want to con-
fide in their doctor, their family, and
whomever else they choose to consult,
but they never say they would like to
consult their local Congressperson.

Throughout the managed care de-
bate, Congress has said to the people
‘‘we promise to put medical decisions
back into the hands of the patients and
the doctors,’’ and yet with this vote
today that promise is turned on its
head. Congress, like HMOs, will dictate
life and health decisions for women,
not their doctors, their families or
spiritual advisers.
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It is unconscionable for this Congress

to place its political agenda ahead of a
woman’s ability to have access to safe
and appropriate health care. Like any
other patient, a woman deserves to re-
ceive the best care based on the cir-
cumstances of their particular situa-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, we will hear arguments
from staunchly anti-choice members
who may resort to inflammatory
charts and graphic images to pledge
their support of the ban. But we will
also hear from Members who are deeply
concerned about the legislation and the
precedent it would set. So far as I
know, this Congress, nor any previous
Congress, has ever outlawed a medical
procedure.

But at the end of the day, after all
the political fights subside, we must
ask ourselves one fundamental ques-
tion: Do American women matter? As a
Member of Congress, the mother of
three daughters, and a long-time advo-
cate of women’s health, I strongly be-
lieve the health of women matters in
America.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no’’ on
the rule and no on the underlying bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. PAUL).

(Mr. PAUL asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding me this time.

Like many Americans, Mr. Speaker, I
am greatly concerned about abortion.
Abortion on demand is no doubt the
most serious social political problem of
our age. The lack of respect for life
that permits abortion has significantly
contributed to our violent culture and
our careless attitude toward liberty.

As an obstetrician-gynecologist, I
can assure my colleagues that the par-
tial-birth abortion procedure is the
most egregious legally permitted act
known to man. Decaying social and
moral attitudes decades ago set the
stage for the accommodated Roe vs.
Wade ruling that nationalizes all laws
dealing with abortion. The fallacious
privacy argument the Supreme Court
used must some day be exposed for the
fraud that it is.

Reaffirming the importance of the
sanctity of life is crucial for the con-
tinuation of a civilized society. There
is already strong evidence that we are
indeed on the slippery slope toward eu-
thanasia and human experimentation.
Although the real problem lies within
the hearts and minds of the people, the
legal problems of protecting life stems
from the ill-advised Roe v. Wade rul-
ing, a ruling that constitutionally
should never have occurred.

The best solution, of course, is not
now available to us. That would be a
Supreme Court that would refuse to
deal with the issues of violence, recog-
nizing that for all such acts the Con-
stitution defers to the States. It is con-

stitutionally permitted to limit Fed-
eral courts jurisdiction in particular
issues. Congress should do precisely
that with regard to abortion. It would
be a big help in returning this issue to
the States.

H.R. 3660, unfortunately, takes a dif-
ferent approach, and one that is con-
stitutionally flawed. Although H.R.
3660 is poorly written, it does serve as
a vehicle to condemn the 1973 Supreme
Court usurpation of State law that has
legalized the horrible partial-birth
abortion procedure.

Never in the Founders’ wildest
dreams would they have believed that
one day the interstate commerce
clause, written to permit free trade
among the States, would be used to
curtail an act that was entirely under
State jurisdiction. There is no inter-
state activity in an abortion. If there
were, that activity would not be pro-
hibited but, rather, protected by the
original intent of the interstate com-
merce clause.

The abuse of the general welfare
clause and the interstate commerce
laws clause is precisely the reason our
Federal Government no longer con-
forms to the constitutional dictates
but, instead, is out of control in its
growth and scope. H.R. 3660 thus en-
dorses the entire process which has so
often been condemned by limited gov-
ernment advocates when used by the
authoritarians as they constructed the
welfare State.

We should be more serious and cau-
tious when writing Federal law, even
when seeking praise-worthy goals. H.R.
3660 could have been written more nar-
rowly, within constitutional con-
straints, while emphasizing State re-
sponsibility, and still serve as an in-
strument for condemning the wicked
partial-birth abortion procedure.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. BENTSEN).

(Mr. BENTSEN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
very strong opposition to this rule and
to the underlying bill.

Mr. Speaker, it is like Yogi Berra and
deja vu all over again. It could be 1996,
it could be 1998; but it is 2000. If any-
body had forgotten that this was not
an election year, because the presi-
dential primaries have kind of waned,
all they have to do is to look and see
that this bill is up again and that it is
being brought to the floor under a
closed rule.

Now, my colleagues and my dear col-
league from Florida, the sponsor of this
bill, knows this bill is not going to be-
come law this year. It is going to be ve-
toed by the President and then it is
going to be sent back here later, and it
will sit at the desk. And I would bet
probably around September, or the
middle of September, pretty close to
the general elections in November, the
leadership will decide to roll this bill
out again. They will roll it out, and

there will not be sufficient votes, cer-
tainly not in the other body and prob-
ably not in this body this year, to over-
ride the President’s veto, but it will
make for good press releases. Our
friends at the NRCC will roll out some
press releases on this, and it will be a
political issue.

That is what this is really about. The
fact is, if we really wanted to address
the issue of late-term abortions, which
I do and I think the vast majority of
this House wants to do, then we would
bring the Hoyer-Greenwood bill to the
floor and debate it. Now, I know the
gentleman from Florida has some prob-
lems with the Hoyer-Greenwood bill.
Fair enough. Bring it to the floor under
an open rule, and let us debate the
issues.

This House, since its creation, has
debated and written the laws of this
Nation. But the Republican leadership
has decided that only a few men in the
leadership role can decide what the
laws are; what is really important to
the health of women or not. They are
going to decide that rather than the
whole House. But is that not what de-
mocracy is all about? Is that not the
essence of the people’s House, the
House of Representatives; that we de-
cide the laws, we debate the laws? Ap-
parently, that is not the essence of the
Republican leadership.

b 1045
Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I am

pleased to yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Montana (Mr. HILL).

(Mr. HILL of Montana asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HILL of Montana. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding me
the time. I rise to support the rule, and
I also support the bill.

I want to describe for the House
again what this procedure is. A doctor
artificially dilates the cervix, creating
an opening that is of adequate size for
the baby’s delivery. Then the doctor,
guided by an ultrasound device, takes
hold of one of the baby’s legs with a
forceps. Then that leg is pulled into the
birth canal and is fully delivered.

Then the other leg is accessed and it
is delivered, followed by the baby’s en-
tire body, everything except the head.
We would commonly refer to this as a
breech delivery.

The doctor then uses one hand to
trace up the spine of the baby up to the
base of the baby’s skull. And then with
a Metzenbaum scissors, the doctor pen-
etrates the base of that skull with
those scissors and spreads the scissors
open to create a passage large enough
for a suction catheter to be inserted
into the skull. And then the baby’s
brains are extracted with the suction
device, and that causes the skull to
collapse. At that point, the baby dies.
And then the baby is fully delivered.
The placenta is subsequently delivered,
and all the remains are then discarded
as medical waste.

The AMA, Mr. Speaker, says that
this is not good medicine. Dr. Koop,
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former surgeon general, says this is
never medically necessary. Everybody
in this room knows that this is wrong,
that it is not legally and it is not mor-
ally defensible. The way for us to end it
is to vote for this rule and to vote for
this bill today.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE).

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman
very much for yielding me the time.

Mr. Speaker, I entered this body in
1995 with enormous hopes and aspira-
tions for this Congress meeting up to
its mission and its obligations and its
high constitutional calling. And that
is, of course, that it includes the pro-
tection of the American people at the
highest levels.

As a freshman, I wanted to do good
and still offer myself for that purpose.
It was interesting that was called the
Gingrich revolution. We came in under
the auspices of what many have called
the Contract on America.

I remember my colleague, Pat
Schroeder, introduced me to the high
calling again on the Committee on the
Judiciary and its importance. I am re-
minded as I go to elementary schools,
in indicating that I am on the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, the eyes are
sparkling as I speak about the Con-
stitution.

But here we stand again, Mr. Speak-
er, again not calling on those high val-
ues and respecting the constitu-
tionality of our responsibility, but yet,
in many instances, although I respect
those who have come to the floor to
support this legislation, taking legisla-
tion that ultimately has been noted as
having unconstitutional aspects of it
and again and again bringing it to the
floor of the House.

I remember those first years when we
listened to the voices of women who
cried out to us not to have this legisla-
tion and indicated that the medical
procedure that they had to ultimately
give consent for to their physician and
to make sure that they either lived or
that they would have the opportunity
to procreate in the future, it was a
highly personal decision, it was one
they wished they could not make. And
yet we bring to the floor legislation
that holds a physician criminal.

In the Committee on Rules yester-
day, no one would simply provide for
an amendment that I had offered that
simply clarified that the woman, in es-
sence the victim, would not be held civ-
illy liable, would not be open to law-
suit if she, out of desperation to save
not only her life, but to add to the abil-
ity of her having a family would have
to consent to a procedure that her doc-
tor advised that she might have.

But yet here we come again and, as
my colleague has noted, so appro-
priately in an election year, to bring
forward clearly an aspect of legislation

that should be left to the private deter-
minations under the ninth amendment
under the Constitution that has been
noted before.

In addition, the Greenwood-Hoyer
amendment, where 40 States have al-
ready recognized the importance of de-
signing this legislation in the same
manner as that amendment, an amend-
ment that would have garnered the
support of so many of us, this amend-
ment, however, was not allowed.

It has come to my attention that
even in Texas we have a law regarding
the medical procedure since 1987 that
protects the life and health of the
mother similar to the Greenwood-
Hoyer amendment, yet the Rules Com-
mittee saw fit to vote even against this
reasonable language.

Mr. Speaker, this is not a serious de-
bate. I would ask that we would vote
against this rule, respecting my col-
leagues who believe in this particular
legislation. This is wrong headed and
wrong directed. I ask my colleagues to
vote against the rule and the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to have an op-
portunity to speak on this important matter. I
am disturbed that the Committee is inhibiting
a full and fair debate about this critical matter.

‘‘The Partial Birth Abortion Ban of 2000,’’
H.R. 3660, is extreme and unconstitutional
legislation that would endanger women’s
health because it lacks an exception even for
serious threats to a woman’s health. If en-
acted, H.R. 3660 would lead to undue govern-
ment interference in doctor-patient relation-
ships by subjecting physicians to arrest and
imprisonment for using their best medical
judgment in accordance with the wishes of
their patients.

I am distressed that this committee refused
to even consider any amendments to such a
momentous piece of legislation that would es-
sentially eradicate a women’s freedom of
choice as we have known it for over 25 years.

Despite proponents comments to the con-
trary, H.R. 3660 would actually allow civil ac-
tions against the woman who has already un-
dergone a traumatic experience and essen-
tially open the window for all types of abor-
tions to be banned.

This is why amendments should have been
allowed to bring this legislation in accordance
with current legal doctrine.

If allowed, my amendments would have al-
lowed Members to express their views wheth-
er the viability of the fetus should determine
whether this ban should or should not apply
and they would have ensured that money
damages cannot be sought against a woman
that has a ‘‘partial abortion.’’

The proposed statute is simply not a restric-
tion on late-term abortion. To the contrary,
H.R. 3660 is extreme and unconstitutionally
legislation would endanger women’s health
because it simply undermines a woman’s right
to choose.

It is imperative that we take the proper safe-
guards not to allow any group to take advan-
tage of this emotionally charged issue for fi-
nancial gain. Although we live in a litigious so-
ciety, we should be careful to not provide in-
centives for frivolous reasons.

Termination of a pregnancy is already a
tragic event for any woman. When one is
faced with such a decision, they should simply

not be thinking of the adverse consequences
of potential litigation. That is simply cruel to
the woman.

Members should be afforded an opportunity
to consider reasonable alternatives to pen-
alties contained in the legislation for so-called
‘‘late term’’ abortions.

Because the ambiguous wording of this bill
creates the potential to ban all forms of abor-
tions in violation of Roe v. Wade, while also
leaving open the possibility for the woman to
be prosecuted under this new statute, it is
necessary to add clarifying language.

Mr. Speaker, I believe many Members
would want the opportunity to be heard on this
crucial matter. Private medical decisions be-
long with the woman, their families, their reli-
gious leader, and the physicians, not politi-
cians.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to point
out to the gentlewoman from Texas
(Ms. JACKSON-LEE) that what she so de-
risively calls the Contract on America
has been passed, 70 percent of which
has been signed by President Clinton.

Mr. Speaker, I am happy to yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Ken-
tucky (Mr. FLETCHER.)

Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, I cer-
tainly appreciate the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. LINDER) bringing this bill
to the floor. I stand to speak today to
support this bill.

It is a day that my daughter back
home, surrounded by her mother, my
mother, and my mother-in-law, are all
viewing right now as she is having an
ultrasound this morning to look at the
child within her womb. There is a lot of
excitement about that, and there
should be.

It reminds me of the quote from Hu-
bert Humphry, who says, ‘‘The moral
test of government is how that govern-
ment treats those that are in the dawn
of life.’’ That is what this bill is about.

What is it about? It is about children.
It is about decency. It is about compas-
sion and love. It is about putting aside
our selfish desires, whatever desperate
situation we are in. And I agree that
there are some desperate situations,
and I have seen those, but setting those
aside to look at the interest of the
most vulnerable among us, those, as
Hubert Humphry said, are in the dawn
of life.

We have heard the discussions of the
details of this procedure. We may not
need to discuss how barbaric and grue-
some a procedure that we wish to for-
bid here today. For I believe that all
know, each one of us, everyone, deep
down in our hearts, that killing a liv-
ing, viable child who has made only a
partial entry into this world of oppor-
tunity is wrong and morally inexcus-
able.

The President has vetoed this bill
several times. Mr. Speaker, I would ask
him that he reconsider, that he turn
from his friends on the radical left and
look deep into his heart and into the
eyes of children, those eyes that glis-
ten with hope for a future, and that he
would sign this bill.
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It is a bill of decency, goodness, fair-

ness, and it is a bill of hope, a bill filled
with the dreams, the dreams of those
that want to come to know the joys of
opportunity to be all that they can be.

I know that there are those that may
consider the debate as one whether
they are pro-life or pro-choice, but this
goes well beyond that debate. This de-
bate goes to are we going to be judged
as a Nation, as Hubert Humphry said, a
Nation whose moral test is decided on
how we treat those at the dawn of life.
This bill is about those that are at the
very dawn of life and are we going to
protect their opportunity, their future,
and their dreams. I trust we can.

I encourage the President to sign this
bill for decency, for fairness, and for
moral integrity of this Nation.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 21⁄2 minutes to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. EDWARDS).

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I am
strongly opposed to late-term abor-
tions. But when the health of the
mother is at risk in tragic cases, that
choice should be made by a woman and
her doctor, not by politicians in Wash-
ington, D.C.

This bill would prohibit abortions
even when a mother’s health is at risk.
We have no right in this Congress to
make that health decision for other
people’s wives and other people’s
daughters. No Member of this House
has the right to risk any other wom-
an’s fertility, no Member.

What this Congress should do is to
pass a bill that outlaws all late-term
abortion procedures, not just one pro-
cedure like this bill does, and then in-
clude an exemption in rare tragic cases
where a mother’s health is at risk.

This is the kind of bill I helped pass
in Texas in 1987. It was a bipartisan
bill, unlike this one, designed not for
political press releases and sound bites
and attack ads. It was designed to save
the lives of babies, something this bill
would not do.

I would like to ask the supporters of
this bill one question they refused to
answer for the last 5 years. If they have
such a low opinion of America’s women
that they truly believe mothers want
to maliciously kill viable, healthy ba-
bies late in pregnancy just moments
before natural childbirth, if they really
believe that, how does outlawing one
procedure while keeping all other pro-
cedures legal save even one baby’s life?

The truth is this bill does not save
one life, and pro-life citizens and lead-
ers have even admitted that. The de-
ceptive secret of this bill is that it
would keep it perfectly legal to have
late-term abortions under this bill, just
use a different procedure.

Babies are not saved by this bill. But
sadly, in tragic, sad cases, mothers’
health and their ability to have chil-
dren in the future will be put at risk.

The truth is that if there is one frivo-
lous killing of one healthy baby after
viability anywhere in America, that is
one too many. And we would all want
to prevent such a case.

The real tragedy is not that this bill
will not become law. The real tragedy
is that supporters of this bill could
have added a health exemption into
this bill at any point during the last 5
years and we would have outlawed all
late-term abortion procedures, not just
one procedure.

Let us vote no on this rule and no on
this bill and then do what we should
do. Let us pass a law that will outlaw
all late-term abortion procedures while
protecting women’s health.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to point
out to the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
EDWARDS) who said that the Texan law
was bipartisan, unlike this one, that
the last time it met the floor of the
House it got nearly 300 votes, including
the vote of his leader.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
PITTS).

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this rule and urge my col-
leagues to vote for this good bill.

Partial-birth abortions should have
been made illegal long before now. But
the supporters of this procedure con-
tinue to tell us that it is needed. They
claim that, without this procedure, the
health and even the lives of mothers in
this country will be at risk. By saying
this, they seem to suggest that those of
us who want to ban this procedure are
somehow being insensitive or cruel.

But former Surgeon General C. Ever-
ett Koop says the procedure ‘‘is never
medically necessary to protect a moth-
er’s life or her future fertility. On the
contrary,’’ he says, ‘‘this procedure can
pose a significant threat to both.’’

The American College of Obstetri-
cians and Gynecologists says ‘‘there
are no circumstances under which this
procedure would be the only option to
save the life of a mother and to pre-
serve the health of a woman.’’

In 1995, a panel of 12 doctors rep-
resenting the American Medical Asso-
ciation voted unanimously to rec-
ommend banning partial-birth abor-
tion. The American Medical Associa-
tion, the American College of Obstetri-
cians and Gynecologists, and the most
respected doctor in America are all
telling the truth.

But not everyone is.
Not too long ago, Ron Fitzsimmons,

executive director of the National Coa-
lition of Abortion Providers, admitted
that he lied through his teeth when he
claimed that partial-birth abortions
are rare and only on women whose
lives are in danger or whose babies had
severe defects. He also admitted that
he had lied about how frequent partial-
birth abortions are. There are thou-
sands every year in America.

What Mr. Fitzsimmons showed us is
that there are pro-abortion activists in
this country so extreme in their posi-
tion, so completely unwilling to listen
to reason, that they will defend even
this procedure which is indistinguish-
able from cold-blooded infanticide.

Stabbing a baby in the back of the
neck with scissors is gruesome, even if
his head remains an inch inside the
birth canal.

Mr. Speaker, partial-birth abortion is
so gruesome and so barbaric that it
must be stopped immediately. It is
completely unnecessary. It is in every
case unjustifiable and in no case the
lesser of two evils.

The will of the American people has
been consistently clear in every poll on
this issue. The House and Senate have
both passed this ban before by large
margins. Clearly, reasonable and
thinking Americans want this ban to
become law. A few extremists continue
to stand in the way. We will be asked
to recommit this bill so that they can
add on a provision providing an exemp-
tion for what they call ‘‘mental
health.’’ That will, of course, mean
there is no ban at all. In fact, if they
are having a bad day, they can have a
partial-birth abortion.

Mr. Speaker, we have a good bill be-
fore us. It does not need to be changed.
It already does what we know is the
right thing to do. We should stop play-
ing games and pass this good legisla-
tion so that America can go back to be-
lieving that their Government stands
for decency. America knows that par-
tial-birth abortion is wrong. They want
us to do something about it.

I urge all my colleagues to support
the ban on partial-birth abortion
today.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to make
clear that the AMA no longer supports
this bill and that the gynecologists
never did.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
TAUSCHER).

b 1100
Mrs. TAUSCHER. I thank the gentle-

woman for yielding me this time.
Mr. Speaker, I have prepared re-

marks; and I am an original cosponsor
of this bill, but I cannot let the com-
ments of the previous speaker and
other speakers go by. I think that it is
absolutely a horror for the American
people to be told by any Member of
Congress that American women may
have a bad day and decide to have a
partial-birth abortion. That is cer-
tainly not the fact, and that is cer-
tainly demeaning to every woman in
this country. How dare anyone suggest
that this is anything but about a very
tragic, personally debilitating sce-
nario, when very late in a pregnancy a
mother and a father are told that that
baby will not survive outside the womb
and that medical procedures may be
necessary to save the life and the
health of that mother. Let us talk
about the facts, ladies and gentlemen.
Let us not cloud this. And let us not
demean American women by sug-
gesting that because they are having a
bad day, they are going to get rid of a
very precious child.
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Let us ban late-term abortions.

There is no one here that is pro-choice
that is pro-abortion, but there are peo-
ple here unfortunately that will twist
the facts for their own political gain.
This is a shameful day for this House.
It is a shameful day that we will not
protect the health and the life of Amer-
ican women and that we will not honor
the mothers of this country by acting
as if they can actually take care of
their own children.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN).

Mr. COBURN. Mr. Speaker, I think
anytime a woman chooses to abort a
baby, it is a difficult decision. And it is
a tragedy regardless of the reason for
it. What we just heard is not an accu-
rate representation of partial-birth
abortion. All you have to do is look at
the facts from Kansas this year. So far
this year, there have been 180 partial-
birth abortions performed in Kansas.
Seven of them were from women from
Kansas. The rest of them were from out
of State. Not one of those babies had a
lethal defect. There was nothing that
was going to keep them from living an
adequate and acceptable life. We can
say that partial-birth abortion is about
terminating pregnancies on babies that
are not viable. But the facts do not
bear that out. Does it occasionally hap-
pen? Yes. When it happens for a non-
viable baby, it is being done only for
the convenience of the abortionist. It is
not being done for the safety and
health of the woman. Because in fact if
it was for the safety and health of the
woman, they would terminate the preg-
nancy in a very much different way.
They would not put at risk her repro-
ductive future. They would not put her
at risk for a pulmonary embolism from
amniotic fluid, they would not put at
risk the ability for her cervix to main-
tain its muscular strength by dilating
it against its will. The facts about par-
tial-birth abortion are that it is done
for the abortionist, not for the woman.
I know that because I have helped
thousands of women deliver children. I
have done D&Xs. I know the procedure
very well. It is the last procedure I
would ever do to help a woman elimi-
nate a nonviable child. That does not
go to say how right are we in express-
ing our knowledge, scientifically based,
on whether or not we are accurate
about a child’s viability.

So let us dispel the three myths that
are put forward. Partial-birth abortion
in this country is not being done for
the health of the woman. It is being
done for the convenience of the abor-
tionist. That is number one. Number
two, it is not being done because chil-
dren have lethal defects. It is being
done so that late-term abortions can be
accomplished. That is why it is being
done. Number three, this procedure
puts the health of a woman at much
greater risk than any of three other
procedures that could be used to termi-
nate her pregnancy.

We can agree to disagree on whether
abortion is right or wrong. I do not

have any problem with that, and I have
a great deal of respect for those who
disagree with me on that issue. But
you cannot confuse the medical facts of
the risk that a woman is put to when
this procedure is used on her. It is a
marked increase in risk for her health.
If in fact it was an emergency to elimi-
nate this baby, we would do a saline in-
jection, take the life of the baby and
put prostaglandin in and have the baby
deliver head first. The baby would be
dead, it would come out, and the
woman would have labored it out. But
instead, we do not do that. We put in
japonicum, which is seaweed, we allow
it to dilate up, then we dilate the cer-
vix further, we reach in with instru-
ments, we turn the baby around, we
pull the baby out, puncture the head,
collapse the head and pull the baby the
rest of the way out and then forcefully
extract a placenta. When we do that,
we expose the woman to loss of fer-
tility and loss of competency of her
cervix, we expose the woman to signifi-
cant hemorrhage, and we expose the
woman to fluid embolus from amniotic
fluid. Nobody who is thinking about
the woman would use this procedure.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from the District of Columbia (Ms.
NORTON).

Ms. NORTON. I thank the gentle-
woman for yielding me this time.

Mr. Speaker, I wanted to come to
speak specifically on the rule, because
it is the rule that shows that this body
is not serious about achieving con-
sensus on this very serious and trouble-
some question. Because there is, after
all, an alternative which has a very
good chance of getting that consensus,
the Hoyer-Greenwood alternative.
Many like me would be reluctant to
support that alternative because it
compromises the health language; but
in the name of getting a consensus on
so troublesome, and deservedly so, an
issue, we could get there this time. We
are told this time it is constitutional.
And the reason the other side has to
talk to us about constitutionality this
time is that the courts have handed
them their heads. Not the Congress,
not the President.

It is the courts that have told you
you are in violation of the Constitu-
tion. The reason Hoyer-Greenwood is
obviously a much preferable alter-
native boils down to two. The Repub-
licans come forward with a bill that
uses inflammatory lay language. Basi-
cally, it is a gotcha 30-second ad. Of
course it does not speak to the gesta-
tional period, so the, quote, ‘‘living
fetus’’ could be when it is, I do not
know, 3 weeks old, and you could be
prosecuted under this language. Would
you think this has a moment’s chance
of standing up in court?

Hoyer-Greenwood, on the other hand,
makes it clear that it is after viability.
You ask the average American, you
talk about after viability, they know
what you are talking about. Hoyer-
Greenwood says seventh, eighth and

ninth month, unless it is very serious,
you are not going to get an abortion. I
do not know why that is not good
enough for you. I am sure it is good
enough for the American people. Seri-
ous health consequences? That means
that people on my side who believe this
should be between a woman and her
doctor are indeed accepting a real com-
promise. It is you who are unwilling to
accept a compromise, because Hoyer-
Greenwood by limiting late-term abor-
tions to the serious adverse health con-
sequences of the woman virtually guar-
antees that there will be few seventh,
eighth, and ninth month abortions.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW).

Ms. STABENOW. I thank the gentle-
woman for yielding me this time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today as one of
the people who is under political at-
tack by right-to-life on this issue
which in my State is very clearly a po-
litical issue, not a policy issue, because
they say I want to keep partial-birth
abortions. I say I am a cosponsor of the
bill of the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. HOYER) and the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. GREENWOOD) that
says not just partial-birth abortion but
all late-term abortion should be illegal
in this country except to save the life
of the mother or if she has a serious
health consequence, a serious threat to
her life or her health. That is what this
is about. This is an alternative that
will be signed by the President and
could very quickly be the law of the
land to make it clear that not just one
procedure but every late-term abortion
procedure would be banned except if
the mother’s life is threatened or there
is a serious health consequence to her
continuing the pregnancy. And then
she could still continue the pregnancy;
but it would be her choice, not the poli-
ticians in Washington’s choice. That is
what this is about.

I find it along with my colleagues,
the women of this House, totally offen-
sive as a mother of two beautiful chil-
dren to say that women in the final
weeks of pregnancy would just have a
bad day and decide to terminate a preg-
nancy that they had carried almost to
term. We are talking about women who
want children, who are bringing this
child into the world, who are excited,
who have put together the crib and the
wallpaper in the baby’s room and are
excited and get to the point at the end
where they find out that the doctor
says, we have got a serious problem
here and we are going to have to sit
down and talk about it and there is
going to have to be some decisions
made because there is something that
has gone wrong. When that happens, I
want the woman, the doctor, her fam-
ily and her faith and not the people in
this room making that decision.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Okla-
homa (Mr. COBURN).
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Mr. COBURN. Mr. Speaker, I would

just ask the gentlewoman from Michi-
gan to look at the experience in Kan-
sas. Every one of the partial birth
abortions that have been provided for
this year have been on the basis of the
health exception. A health exception
for the woman. Eight of them from
Kansas, seven or eight from Kansas,
the rest from outside of Kansas but on
a health exception. Very few of those
were based on the physical health of
the woman, but on the fact that she did
not want to have a baby.

Now, I understand that in our coun-
try that is okay. That is legal today. I
want to make one other point, that we
sometimes forget. Why is partial-birth
abortion out there? Because if you
abort a baby a different way, guess
what? The baby is born alive. When the
baby is born alive in most States if it
is at viability, then you have to ex-
press the will of the State to do every-
thing you can to keep that child alive.
So we abort a baby, have a baby that is
viable, and then we work to keep it
alive because that is what the States
say we must do. So partial-birth abor-
tion is developed so you deliver a dead
baby. That is why it is there, so you
get around this idea that it is alive.

Again, I would remind the vast ma-
jority, upwards of 90 percent of all par-
tial-birth abortions are on absolutely
normal babies. Normal. Not abnormal.
I have delivered tons of abnormal chil-
dren. I have dealt with every con-
sequence associated with terrible er-
rors in reproduction. They are trage-
dies. But to couch partial-birth abor-
tion on the basis of 1 or 2 percent of
those issues, and that is what you are
really talking about, 1 or 2 percent, not
the vast majority, to justify it as a
means to terminate the life of a well,
healthy child is unconscionable. Most
women if they truly had informed con-
sent would never allow partial-birth
abortion to be performed on them.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. FRANK).

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I was puzzled to hear the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma say that they
were not for physical health reasons in
most cases. The reason I say that is I
went to the Committee on Rules to ask
for the right to offer an amendment
that would have allowed this only in
cases where there was severe, adverse,
long-term physical health con-
sequences.
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Now, many do not think that does

enough. It would not be enough for me
to vote for the bill, but at least it
would have met that argument.

So when the gentleman says, oh, but
we are just talking about all health,
not just physical health.

Mr. COBURN. Mr. Speaker, will the
gentleman yield?

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. I yield
to the gentleman from Oklahoma.

Mr. COBURN. Mr. Speaker, I would
tell the gentleman I would fully sup-
port that amendment.

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman, and
he may have a chance to. But I assume
that means the gentleman will vote
against the rule, because I went to the
Committee on Rules and asked for this
amendment to be made in order.

This bill is being done in the most
abusive way ever. Do we want to know
what is a late-term abortion? The real
late-term abortion bill is the one that
the gentleman from Maryland was not
about to offer. Late-term abortion de-
scribes this legislative procedure. We
wait until late in the term so we can
get maximum political advantage, and
then we abort the legislative proce-
dures; no committee vote, no amend-
ments being made in order.

The gentleman from Oklahoma says
well, 1 or 2 percent, so let us try to deal
with the 1 or 2 percent. That is not
what we have. This is a bill in search of
a veto for use for political purposes.
Members who sincerely want to re-
strict this procedure and some would
want to restrict it more than I would
want to, and I might lose on that. But
the rule is calculated to get a veto. It
does not allow what the gentleman
from Oklahoma talked about.

The Committee on Rules specifically
refused my amendment and many of
the strongest pro-choice people think
my amendment gives away too much; I
do myself in some ways, but at least
the body should be able to vote on it.
The true late-term bill was the gen-
tleman from Maryland’s.

This is the most outrageous repudi-
ation of the democratic procedure I
have seen in 20 years. A bill where
there is pending constitutional litiga-
tion where some courts have held this
bill, in effect, unconstitutional at the
circuit court level, does not have any
committee consideration, comes to the
floor with no amendment whatsoever,
solely for the purpose of being used po-
litically. The money that is being
spent on this bill ought to be reported
to the Federal Election Commission as
a Republican campaign contribution.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I would
inquire as to how much time remains
on both sides.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GILLMOR). The gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. LINDER) has 111⁄2 minutes remain-
ing; the gentlewoman from New York
(Ms. SLAUGHTER) has 91⁄2 minutes.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. UDALL).

(Mr. UDALL of Colorado asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentlewoman from New
York (Ms. SLAUGHTER) for yielding me
this time.

Mr. Speaker, it was not so long ago
that I stood on the State Capitol steps
in Denver, Colorado commemorating
the 27th anniversary of the Supreme
Court ruling in Roe v. Wade which

guarantees a woman the constitutional
right to determine her own reproduc-
tive destiny. On that day I joined Colo-
radans in urging them to protect this
deeply personal right and urging them
to continue the fight against increas-
ing efforts to chip away at these rights
for which we fought so hard.

It strikes me that the House leader-
ship today, if it was interested in good
policy, not politics, would not have
brought this bill to the floor. In just a
few weeks, the Supreme Court will
hear oral arguments on the substan-
tially similar Nebraska partial-birth
abortion ban which makes the timing
of H.R. 3660 a bit more than suspect.

If the leadership were really serious
about seeking bipartisan consensus in
passing a law, the Committee on Rules
should have permitted consideration of
the Hoyer-Greenwood substitute, which
has the strong backing of Members on
both sides of the aisle, the promise of
the President’s signature, and the sup-
port of sensible policy leaders who rec-
ognize the vital importance of includ-
ing health exception and a post-viabil-
ity provision.

Most importantly, the Hoyer-Green-
wood alternative is what Americans
want. In a recent poll, 88 percent, 88
percent of Americans supported the in-
clusion of a health exception for
women. If the leadership were really
serious about outlawing one particular
abortion procedure, they would have
agreed to consider an alternative to
this vague and broadly-worded piece of
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, if the leadership con-
tinues to ask Members of Congress to
support bad public policy, we must con-
tinue to oppose it. For my part, I will
do all I can to protect a woman’s right
to choose. Oppose this rule, oppose this
bill.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. WISE).

Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, let me tell
the Members what I support. Like most
people, I believe that all late-term
abortions should be outlawed unless
the woman’s life is in danger or she
would suffer serious health problems
by continuing the pregnancy.

Our language would stop far more
late-term abortions than will be voted
on today, but the leadership is not
going to allow it.

I oppose late-term abortions. I co-
sponsored legislation to outlaw them.
Mr. Speaker, 88 percent of the Amer-
ican people believe that if a woman’s
life is in danger or there is a serious
health problem for the woman, there
should be an exception. This is only
common sense.

The Congress today votes on elimi-
nating only a single medical procedure.
Perhaps it may stop a limited number
of late-term abortions, yet I support
language that stops all late-term abor-
tions, regardless of medical procedure,
unless the woman’s life is in danger or
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she will suffer serious health con-
sequences. Abortion is an agonizing de-
cision and an agonizing debate, requir-
ing all views, and yet I will not be per-
mitted today to protect the woman
against serious physical health con-
sequences. I oppose the rule.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 21⁄2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Connecticut (Mrs. JOHNSON).

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in strong opposition to
this rule. This is an extremely impor-
tant vote for the Members of the
House.

It is simply baffling to me why those
who oppose abortion, those who are
generally referred to as pro-life, are
not out here on the floor with us say-
ing, this rule should allow the amend-
ment that offers this House the choice
to ban all post-viability abortions.

Third-trimester abortions are abhor-
rent to the American people, and they
are wrong. But never in our history has
this House banned a single medical pro-
cedure, and it will not work now. It
will not accomplish our goal in terms
of respecting the potential life of a
well-developed fetus, and it will endan-
ger the legitimate rights of women in
the first trimester of pregnancy.

Mr. Speaker, 40 States have the kind
of legislation we wanted to bring to
this floor of the House together in a bi-
partisan fashion. It would ban third
trimester abortions by any method.
But it would respect the right to life of
the mother and the right to avoid se-
vere health consequences through car-
rying a hostile pregnancy. Many States
have this law and it has never, ever
been declared unconstitutional, yet the
only choice we have here today is legis-
lation that in 20 of the 21 challenges
has been declared unconstitutional.

Sadly, I think we are being denied
this right because our legislation
would pass, because it is the right
thing to do for America, it is the right
thing to do for America’s women, it is
the right thing to do for our children,
and it profoundly respects the life of
the unborn, the life of the mother, and
the wholeness of family.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on
both sides of this issue to vote no on
this rule. Let us go back to the Com-
mittee on Rules. Let the Committee on
Rules rethink the caliber of debate
that should come to this floor on such
a critical issue. And for once, let us
open this body to the breadth of de-
bate, to the depth of consideration,
that this issue deserves.

I believe there is common ground
that could unite all of us. Please, op-
pose the rule.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Okla-
homa (Mr. COBURN).

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, I have a par-
liamentary inquiry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman will state it.

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, if I under-
stand the rules and procedures of the

106th Congress, a Member is allowed to
speak once on a question before the
House. Is that accurate?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would advise the gentleman that
this resolution is being considered
under the hour rule. The gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. LINDER) was recog-
nized for 1 hour, and he has within that
time the option to yield to whomever
he wants for whatever period he wants.

Mr. OSE. I thank the Chair.
Mr. COBURN. Mr. Speaker, it is in-

teresting that of the few people in our
body that have experience with this
issue, that we now have an attempt to
cut off debate. The fact is, I am all too
familiar with this procedure.

The gentlewoman from Connecticut
(Mrs. JOHNSON) I think made one
misstatement, and the fact is that
whether this passes or not, it will have
no effect on first-trimester abortions,
none, zero.

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. COBURN. I yield to the gentle-
woman from Connecticut.

Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, we have testimony from phy-
sicians that the way the bill is worded,
it would indeed have that effect, and
we have judicial rulings from judges
that say the language is so broad they
would have to rule that way.

Mr. COBURN. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-
ing my time, in fact, and in actuality,
this procedure is never used in first tri-
mester, because it is way too dan-
gerous. No physician who should be li-
censed and who should continue to be
licensed would ever use this procedure
in the first trimester. So regardless of
the testimony, the medical facts are,
one would never use this procedure in
the first trimester.

The second point I would like to
make, as we defend the right of women
in this country under a health excep-
tion to destroy their unborn children,
we need to talk about how we define
death in this country. Because we de-
fine death in this country as the ab-
sence of a heartbeat and the absence of
brain waves. All 50 States, every terri-
tory, upheld by the Supreme Court.

Now, if that is death, let me tell my
colleagues what the opposite is:
present heartbeat, present brain waves.
That is life. I say to my colleagues, at
41 days past the last menstrual period,
every fetus has a heartbeat and brain
waves.

So we can have the debate on wheth-
er it is not all right for us to chew up
our unborn; that is not what this de-
bate is about. This debate is about
whether or not we are going to con-
tinue to convenience the abortionists
with a procedure that put women at
risk, even for that small percentage of
time when we have, as the gentle-
woman from Connecticut described, a
hostile pregnancy.

Those of us that are pro-life believe
all life has value, and we do not believe
that it is proper to rationalize one
moral error with another moral error.

The first moral error is attaining an
unwanted pregnancy. The second moral
error is to eliminate that pregnancy
because it inconveniences someone.

Now, we can talk about this issue,
and there are some tragedies, I agree.
But I also will tell my colleagues that
this is never the best way to solve
those tragedies. I understand why it is
out there, I understand why it is used,
but medically it is never the best way
to solve those tragedies.

Mr. Speaker, I want to share a story
with my colleagues. This little child’s
name is Jakie Johnson. Jakie Johnson
as an encephalic baby. I want to de-
scribe to my colleagues the difference
that would have occurred had his
mother had a partial-birth abortion.
She would have had a 3-day procedure
where she developed, as she went
through the procedure, forced dilata-
tion. On the third day the doctor would
have reached into her womb, ruptured
her membranes, the water would have
drained out, he would have grabbed
with tongs, pulled the baby around,
forced the baby out, collapsed the
skull, and the baby would have been
born dead.

I want to tell my colleagues what
happened with Nancy Johnson and her
son, Jakie.
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Nancy chose not to terminate her
pregnancy. I delivered that baby in the
middle of the night, alive. That baby
died 3 hours later in its mother’s and
father’s arms. Now tell me which is the
better outcome for the mother and fa-
ther and the child, to have some vague,
horrendous, risky procedure done, or to
have a delivery of a malformed baby
which dies in its parents’ arms?

If Members think we should abandon
the love and caring of a parent as a
child dies, then Members should vote
against this rule. If Members think
there is something to parenting, lov-
ing, and caring, then vote for this rule.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. HOYER).

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for yielding time to
me.

Mr. Speaker, this is a difficult issue.
It is an issue which tears Americans
apart. Almost every American I know
values life, values children, values
those in the dawn of their life, as was
said earlier.

Let me start by accepting the prem-
ises put forth by the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN), the premises
as to why this procedure is used. Let us
accept that. But let us also accept his
other proposition, that the termination
of the pregnancy can be effected by
three other methods. That is what the
gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
COBURN) just told us minutes ago.

Then let me turn to the gentleman’s
assertion that he could have supported
and would support the amendment of-
fered by the gentleman from Massachu-
setts (Mr. FRANK). Then let me assert
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that it is my position, the position of
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
GREENWOOD), and the position of those
of us who ask for this amendment, the
Hoyer-Greenwood amendment to be
made in order, that we are opposed to
all late-term abortions because we
value that viable child; because we be-
lieve, consistent with the Constitution,
the State has an interest in ensuring
that that child has every opportunity
to live.

Yes, as the Supreme Court and the
Constitution require, we adopt the
premise that one must relate to the life
of the mother and to the health of the
mother. As an aside, let me say that
most Members and clearly most of the
public believe that rape and incest
ought to be exceptions.

As the good doctor knows, a woman’s
physical health is not put at risk per se
because the pregnancy results from ei-
ther incest or rape. It is in fact in the
combination of the physical and men-
tal trauma from which that pregnancy
results. In fact, what we ask for in this,
the people’s House, we send 435 Mem-
bers, men and women from across the
breadth of this land to try to come to-
gether and make very difficult judg-
ments.

This rule adopts the premise that
there is a simplistic approach. It is a
gag rule. It is a closed rule. It allows
for no alternatives but the alternative
presented, not even by the committee,
which did not report this bill out. It is
in that sense clearly, Mr. Speaker, a
political, as opposed to substantive, ap-
proach to legislating in this House.

This ought not to be on an issue of
this consequence, of this seriousness.
There should have been allowed by this
rule the opportunity for full debate and
alternatives to be considered. My bill,
the bill of the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. GREENWOOD), the amend-
ment we sought, said we want to make
it the policy of the United States of
America that late-term abortions are
illegal, not allowed, prevented; not just
one procedure of which the gentleman
from Oklahoma speaks, but including
the three procedures that the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma also referred
to, by whatever procedure. We want to
deal with this issue substantively.

Mr. Speaker, I ask Members to vote
against this rule. Let us legislate
thoughtfully, fully, on this critically
important matter, and let us prevent
and make illegal late-term abortions.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, some years ago Gov-
ernor Cuomo of New York made the
statement that you are going to hear
on the floor of this House during this
debate. He said, I am personally op-
posed to abortion, but I will not vote to
end a woman’s right to choose.

George Will responded to that in an
article in the newspaper, where he
pointed out that it is a morally inco-
herent statement. It is morally inco-
herent. He further pointed out that 141
years ago this year, Justice Roger B.

Taney wrote the Dred Scott decision,
which said essentially that Americans
may continue to own African-Ameri-
cans as chattel. What was not broadly
known at that time was, 30 years prior
to that, Justice Taney released his own
slaves to freedom. He personally did
not believe in slavery, but he did not
mind if you did. That is morally inco-
herent.

There have been three times in the
history of this great Nation when we
have declared portions of our popu-
lation to be nonpersons under the con-
stitutional protections. The first was
Native Americans, when we took their
land. The second was black people,
when we took their freedom. The third
is unborn children, when we are taking
their lives.

We are still repenting for the first
two. We face yet the third.

Let me just close by saying this.
When a Nation puts people in jail and
fines them for destroying the potential
life of unborn loggerhead turtles and
bald eagles, and pays people for de-
stroying the potential life of unborn
babies, that Nation has lost its way.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, if I could just say, in
defense of my former Governor Mario
Cuomo, I say to the gentleman that it
is possible to personally object to
something but not require that every-
body else agree with you.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, I yield back
the balance of my time, and I move the
previous question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

question is on the resolution.
The question was taken; and the

Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Evi-
dently a quorum is not present.

The Sergeant at Arms will notify ab-
sent Members.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 244, nays
179, not voting 11, as follows:

[Roll No. 102]

YEAS—244

Aderholt
Archer
Armey
Bachus
Baker
Ballenger
Barcia
Barr
Barrett (NE)
Bartlett
Barton
Bass
Bateman
Bereuter

Berry
Biggert
Bilirakis
Bishop
Bliley
Blunt
Boehner
Bonilla
Bono
Borski
Boswell
Brady (TX)
Bryant
Burr

Burton
Callahan
Calvert
Camp
Canady
Cannon
Chabot
Chambliss
Chenoweth-Hage
Clement
Coble
Coburn
Collins
Combest

Cooksey
Costello
Cox
Crowley
Cubin
Cunningham
Danner
Davis (VA)
Deal
DeLay
DeMint
Diaz-Balart
Dickey
Dingell
Doolittle
Doyle
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Ehlers
Ehrlich
Emerson
English
Everett
Ewing
Fletcher
Foley
Forbes
Fossella
Fowler
Franks (NJ)
Gallegly
Ganske
Gekas
Gibbons
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Goode
Goodlatte
Goodling
Goss
Graham
Granger
Green (WI)
Gutknecht
Hall (OH)
Hall (TX)
Hansen
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Herger
Hill (MT)
Hilleary
Hobson
Hoekstra
Holden
Hostettler
Houghton
Hulshof
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde
Isakson
Istook
Jenkins
John

Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Kanjorski
Kasich
Kildee
King (NY)
Kingston
Kleczka
Knollenberg
Kucinich
LaFalce
LaHood
Largent
Latham
LaTourette
Lazio
Leach
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Lucas (KY)
Lucas (OK)
Manzullo
Mascara
McCollum
McCrery
McHugh
McInnis
McIntosh
McIntyre
McKeon
McNulty
Metcalf
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller, Gary
Minge
Mollohan
Moran (KS)
Murtha
Nethercutt
Ney
Northup
Norwood
Nussle
Oxley
Packard
Paul
Pease
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)
Petri
Phelps
Pickering
Pitts
Pombo
Portman
Pryce (OH)
Quinn
Radanovich
Rahall
Ramstad
Regula
Reynolds
Riley
Roemer

Rogan
Rogers
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Roukema
Royce
Ryan (WI)
Ryun (KS)
Salmon
Sanford
Saxton
Scarborough
Schaffer
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shadegg
Shaw
Shays
Sherwood
Shimkus
Shows
Shuster
Simpson
Sisisky
Skeen
Skelton
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Souder
Spence
Stearns
Stenholm
Stump
Stupak
Sununu
Sweeney
Talent
Tancredo
Tauzin
Taylor (MS)
Taylor (NC)
Terry
Thomas
Thornberry
Thune
Tiahrt
Toomey
Traficant
Upton
Vitter
Walden
Walsh
Wamp
Watkins
Watts (OK)
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
Weygand
Whitfield
Wicker
Wilson
Wolf
Young (AK)
Young (FL)

NAYS—179

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Allen
Andrews
Baca
Baird
Baldacci
Baldwin
Barrett (WI)
Becerra
Bentsen
Berkley
Berman
Bilbray
Blagojevich
Blumenauer
Boehlert
Bonior
Boucher
Boyd
Brady (PA)
Brown (FL)
Brown (OH)
Buyer
Capps
Capuano
Cardin
Carson
Castle

Clay
Clayton
Clyburn
Condit
Conyers
Coyne
Cramer
Cummings
Davis (FL)
Davis (IL)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
Deutsch
Dicks
Dixon
Doggett
Dooley
Edwards
Engel
Eshoo
Etheridge
Evans
Farr
Fattah
Filner
Ford
Frank (MA)

Frelinghuysen
Frost
Gejdenson
Gephardt
Gilman
Gonzalez
Gordon
Green (TX)
Greenwood
Gutierrez
Hastings (FL)
Hill (IN)
Hilliard
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hoeffel
Holt
Hooley
Horn
Hoyer
Inslee
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee

(TX)
Jefferson
Johnson (CT)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones (OH)
Kaptur

VerDate 20-MAR-2000 00:05 Apr 06, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K05AP7.079 pfrm02 PsN: H05PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1779April 5, 2000
Kelly
Kennedy
Kilpatrick
Kind (WI)
Kolbe
Kuykendall
Lampson
Lantos
Larson
Lee
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lofgren
Lowey
Luther
Maloney (CT)
Maloney (NY)
Matsui
McCarthy (MO)
McCarthy (NY)
McDermott
McGovern
McKinney
Meehan
Meeks (NY)
Menendez
Millender-

McDonald
Miller, George
Mink
Moakley
Moore

Moran (VA)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Obey
Olver
Ortiz
Ose
Owens
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor
Payne
Pelosi
Pickett
Pomeroy
Porter
Price (NC)
Rangel
Reyes
Rivers
Rodriguez
Rothman
Roybal-Allard
Rush
Sabo
Sanchez
Sanders
Sandlin
Sawyer
Schakowsky
Scott

Serrano
Sherman
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Spratt
Stabenow
Stark
Strickland
Tanner
Tauscher
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thurman
Tierney
Towns
Turner
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Velazquez
Visclosky
Waters
Watt (NC)
Waxman
Weiner
Wexler
Wise
Woolsey
Wu
Wynn

NOT VOTING—11

Campbell
Cook
Crane
Klink

Markey
Martinez
Meek (FL)
Morella

Myrick
Oberstar
Vento

b 1203

Mr. LIPINSKI changed his vote from
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’

So the resolution was agreed to.
The result of the vote was announced

as above record.
The motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
Stated against:
Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.

102, I was at a meeting in the Russell Caucus
Room and my beeper didn’t go off. Had I been
present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, pursuant to House Resolution 457, I
call up the bill (H.R. 3660) to amend
title 18, United States Code, to ban par-
tial-birth abortions, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of H.R. 3660 is as follows:

H.R. 3660
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Partial-
Birth Abortion Ban Act of 2000’’.
SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON PARTIAL-BIRTH ABOR-

TIONS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Title 18, United States

Code, is amended by inserting after chapter
73 the following:

‘‘CHAPTER 74—PARTIAL-BIRTH
ABORTIONS

‘‘Sec.
‘‘1531. Partial-birth abortions prohibited.
‘‘§ 1531. Partial-birth abortions prohibited

‘‘(a) Any physician who, in or affecting
interstate or foreign commerce, knowingly
performs a partial-birth abortion and there-
by kills a human fetus shall be fined under
this title or imprisoned not more than two
years, or both. This paragraph shall not
apply to a partial-birth abortion that is nec-
essary to save the life of a mother whose life
is endangered by a physical disorder, illness,
or injury. This paragraph shall become effec-
tive one day after enactment.

‘‘(b)(1) As used in this section, the term
‘partial-birth abortion’ means an abortion in
which the person performing the abortion de-
liberately and intentionally—

‘‘(A) vaginally delivers some portion of an
intact living fetus until the fetus is partially
outside the body of the mother, for the pur-
pose of performing an overt act that the per-
son knows will kill the fetus while the fetus
is partially outside the body of the mother;
and

‘‘(B) performs the overt act that kills the
fetus while the intact living fetus is par-
tially outside the body of the mother.

‘‘(2) As used in this section, the term ‘phy-
sician’ means a doctor of medicine or osteop-
athy legally authorized to practice medicine
and surgery by the State in which the doctor
performs such activity, or any other indi-
vidual legally authorized by the State to per-
form abortions: Provided, however, That any
individual who is not a physician or not oth-
erwise legally authorized by the State to
perform abortions, but who nevertheless di-
rectly performs a partial-birth abortion,
shall be subject to the provisions of this sec-
tion.

‘‘(c)(1) The father, if married to the mother
at the time she receives a partial-birth abor-
tion procedure, and if the mother has not at-
tained the age of 18 years at the time of the
abortion, the maternal grandparents of the
fetus, may in a civil action obtain appro-
priate relief, unless the pregnancy resulted
from the plaintiff’s criminal conduct or the
plaintiff consented to the abortion.

‘‘(2) Such relief shall include—
‘‘(A) money damages for all injuries, psy-

chological and physical, occasioned by the
violation of this section; and

‘‘(B) statutory damages equal to three
times the cost of the partial-birth abortion.

‘‘(d)(1) A defendant accused of an offense
under this section may seek a hearing before
the State Medical Board on whether the phy-
sician’s conduct was necessary to save the
life of the mother whose life was endangered
by a physical disorder, illness or injury.

‘‘(2) The findings on that issue are admis-
sible on that issue at the trial of the defend-
ant. Upon a motion of the defendant, the
court shall delay the beginning of the trial
for not more than 30 days to permit such a
hearing to take place.

‘‘(e) A woman upon whom a partial-birth
abortion is performed may not be prosecuted
under this section, for a conspiracy to vio-
late this section, or for an offense under sec-
tion 2, 3, or 4 of this title based on a viola-
tion of this section.’’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
chapters for part I of title 18, United States
Code, is amended by inserting after the item
relating to chapter 73 the following new
item:
‘‘74. Partial-birth abortions ................ 1531’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 457, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. CANADY) and the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) each will con-
trol 1 hour.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. CANADY).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks on H.R. 3660.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.
Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, today, the House once
again considers legislation to ban par-
tial-birth abortion. Similar legislation,
as every Member is surely aware, has
been considered in each of the last two
Congresses. And in each Congress, this
House not only has passed the legisla-
tion, but also overrode a Presidential
veto.

The partial-birth abortion act would
have become law during the last Con-
gress, if support in the other body had
not fallen just short of the two-thirds
majority necessary to override the
Presidential veto.

Some of us ask why we are consid-
ering this measure again. The answer
to that question is quite simple. This
House has a responsibility to do every-
thing in its power, notwithstanding the
President’s stubborn support for par-
tial-birth abortion, to put an end to
this practice, which has no place in a
civilized society.

The House cannot remain silent
while a procedure, such as partial-birth
abortion is being performed across this
land. The debate over this procedure
was sparked in 1992 when an abor-
tionist named Dr. Martin Haskell pre-
sented a paper in which he described
this procedure, which I will now de-
scribe to the House.

Mr. Speaker, in the procedure de-
scribed in the paper by Dr. Martin Has-
kell, in 1992, the abortionist in the first
step of the procedure guided by
ultrasound grabs the live baby’s leg
with forceps, as is depicted in this
drawing.

The abortionist then goes to step 2 in
which the baby’s leg is pulled out into
the birth canal. Third, the abortionist
delivers the living baby’s entire body
except for the head, which is delib-
erately kept lodged just within the
woman’s cervix. The abortionist then
jams scissors into the baby’s skull, and
the scissors are opened to enlarge the
incision. This is in the fourth step, de-
picted here in this drawing. Finally,
the scissors are removed, and a suction
catheter is inserted. The child’s brains
are removed by the suction catheter,
causing the skull to collapse, and the
delivery of the child is then completed.

Now, I have described this procedure
on the floor of this House previously
during the consideration of legislation
in past Congresses. Every time I de-
scribe it, I am moved with the sense of
horror at what is actually taking place
when this procedure is performed.

I would appeal to all the Members of
the House to consider the chilling re-
ality of what actually takes place when
a partial-birth abortion is performed.
Put aside all the misrepresentations,
put aside all the falsehoods that have
been brought forward by the supporters
of this procedure, and consider the re-
ality that is demonstrated in these
simple drawings. I would submit to the
House that we cannot in good con-
science sit idly by while such deeds are
being done in this Nation under the
protection of the law.
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Now, from the beginning of the de-

bate over this legislation, the sup-
porters of partial-birth abortion have
relied on an array of misrepresentation
and outright lies to cover up the truth
about this odious practice.

For example, the abortion lobby lied
and said that the procedure was rarely
used, estimating the number performed
annually at approximately 500. An in-
vestigation by a newspaper in New Jer-
sey revealed, however, that approxi-
mately 1,500 partial-birth abortions are
performed per year in one clinic alone
in the State of New Jersey.

Ron Fitzsimmons, the head of the
National Coalition of Abortion Pro-
viders, admitted in an interview with
the American Medical News that he
had lied through his teeth. Those are
his words, ‘‘lied through his teeth,’’
when he ‘‘spouted the party line’’ as he
went on to say to ABC’s Nightline news
program by claiming that the annual
number of partial-birth abortions was
only 500, instead of the 3,000 to 5,000 he
now admits.

The abortion lobby also claimed that
partial-birth abortions are performed
only in rare cases involving serious
fetal deformities or to preserve the life
or health of the mother. Once again,
that falsehood is contradicted by the
plain evidence.

The American Medical Association
has clearly stated that the partial-
birth abortion procedure is not good
medicine and is not medically indi-
cated in any situation. They may not
support the bill for their own internal
political reasons, but that statement of
theirs that this procedure is never
medically indicated still stands.

Similarly, the Physicians’ Ad Hoc
Coalition for Truth, a group of over 400
physicians who are professors or spe-
cialists in obstetrics and related fields,
has said, and I quote them, ‘‘partial-
birth abortion is never medically nec-
essary to protect a mother’s health or
future fertility. On the contrary,’’ they
go on to say, ‘‘this procedure . . . can
pose a significant threat to both her
immediate health and future fertility.’’

H.R. 3660, the bill that is before the
House today is similar to the bill that
passed the House and Senate during
the last Congress. The language of the
bill has been modified slightly from the
previous version in order to alleviate
concerns raised in response to various
court decisions striking down State
partial-birth abortion bans on the
grounds that those bans also reached
conventional abortion procedures in
which the fetus is dismembered and
then removed from the mother. The
new language makes clear that, for the
bill to apply, partial delivery into the
birth canal is not sufficient, but that
the partial delivery must be outside,
and these are the words of the bill,
‘‘outside the body of the mother.’’

Now, contrary to the claims of the
opponents of this legislation, there is
no constitutional barrier to banning
the partial-birth abortion procedure. In
Roe v. Wade, the Supreme Court held

that women have a constitutional right
to abort unborn children. The baby
that is killed during a partial-birth
abortion is no longer unborn, however,
but is partially born, and the Roe court
did not hold that partially born chil-
dren are without protection under the
Constitution.

There is an absolutely very clear dis-
tinction between what the court was
dealing with in the Roe case as con-
troversial as that may be and as much
as some Members of this Chamber may
disagree with it, there is a very clear
distinction between that and what we
are dealing with in this bill which ad-
dresses the procedure of partial-birth
abortion.

In fact, in Roe, the court specifically
noted that a Texas statute prohibiting
the killing of a child during childbirth
had not been challenged. The partial-
birth abortion ban is soundly premised,
I would submit to the Members of this
House, upon the view that the abortion
created in Roe does not extend to par-
tially born children.

Now, let me ask every Member of
this House to consider the victims of
partial-birth abortion, the tiny human
beings whose lives are snatched away
by this cruel practice. Look at this
procedure that is performed. Consider
that this is happening to living human
beings. Now, most of the victims of
this gruesome procedure are killed dur-
ing the second trimester finishing in
the 20th week of gestation.

Now, who are these tiny members of
the human family? Are they worthy of
the protection against destruction as
they are being delivered from their
mother’s body? Are they worthy of the
protection that this bill would provide
for them? I ask all of the Members of
this House to reflect carefully on the
value of the lives of these unique, de-
fenseless human beings as they con-
sider how they will vote today.

Consider, I ask my colleagues, the
close connection between the partially
born child and the newborn baby. Rec-
ognize the undeniable continuity be-
tween the developing child in the
woman who may be subjected to par-
tial-birth abortion and all other mem-
bers of the human family.

b 1215

Now, we all know that sometimes he-
roic medical efforts are made to pro-
tect the well-being or to save the lives
of unborn children. We have seen dra-
matic evidence of that in recent years.
There have been marvelous advances in
medicine which have made it possible
to perform medical procedures on ba-
bies in the womb so that their lives can
be preserved and their health can be
protected. Surgery is performed on
children in the womb to correct prob-
lems that might otherwise threaten
their lives.

Let me cite one example of a real
case, the case of Samuel Armas, and we
will show you Samuel. This is Samuel
Armas. He was born last year after
having prenatal surgery to correct a

case of spina bifida. This surgery was
performed when he was at 21 weeks ges-
tation. Now, that is the point when the
partial-birth abortion procedures start
to be used. They begin using that pro-
cedure at about 20 weeks. Samuel had
the surgery, it was a success, and he is
now the joy of his parents’ lives.

I want to show my colleagues an-
other photograph. Now, this photo-
graph should vividly convey a message
to all the Members of this House. It
shows how children in the womb, like
Samuel Armas, can reach out to grasp
the finger of the physician who is per-
forming the prenatal surgery. We can
observe the arm of the child has been
extended from the incision made in his
mother’s womb. He has reached out
and grabbed the finger of the physi-
cian.

I saw this photograph and similar
photographs for the first time quite re-
cently. And when I first saw it, I could
only remain silent and in awe for mo-
ments after I had seen this image. Let
me ask my colleagues, as Members of
this House, can we say that a baby at
this stage of development, this baby
reaching out and grasping for life,
should be denied protection against
partial-birth abortion? Can we remain
blind to the meaning of this tiny grasp-
ing human hand? Is there anyone in
this House whose finger has been
grasped by a newborn baby who can
turn away from this image and support
a terrible practice such as partial-birth
abortion? How can we deny the human-
ity of this tiny child reaching out of
his mother’s womb?

I beg of all the Members of this
House to once more recognize our com-
mon humanity with the victims of par-
tial-birth abortions and pass the legis-
lation that is before the House today to
end this shameful, outrageous practice,
which is an offense against humanity.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

My colleagues, we should make no
mistake, this bill is not about legis-
lating, it is a game designed to thumb
Congress’ nose at the constitutional
bedrock of Roe vs. Wade, which gives a
woman the right to choose. And so this
is a game designed to provoke a veto,
which will surely occur.

Now, we would all like to end unnec-
essary partial-birth abortions. Indeed,
had the majority really wanted to do
this, we could have started working to-
gether to pass legislation some 15
months ago when this session started.
Democrats would have worked to pass
such legislation. But, instead, we have
a charade. We wait 15 months, no hear-
ings, no markup in subcommittee, no
markup in full committee, no amend-
ments allowed to be offered on the
House floor. Why? Because the spon-
sors of this legislation do not want us
to offer a real proposal that could get
signed into law and pass constitutional
muster. On their part, this is not a
good-faith effort. Instead, they want a
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bill that they cannot pass into law or
meet the requirements of the Constitu-
tion. They do this because they want
an issue, not a law that will ban unnec-
essary late-term procedures.

What does this mean? The majority
wants to trample the constitutional
rights of a woman to obtain certain
procedures when she needs them to
protect her health. It wants to force
women, like Kim Custis, to carry their
pregnancies to term. Ms. Custis wanted
to have a baby, but she found out not
once but twice that the fetus she was
carrying had no brain tissue. The first
time this happened, the Nebraska law
that has now been enjoined was still in
force, and there was no way for her to
have a safe, legal abortion. The spon-
sors of this bill would have Ms. Custis
carry this fetus, who had no brain.

If anyone has any doubt about the
game that is being so crudely
choreographed here today, it will be
dispelled if they look across the street
at the Supreme Court, which is set to
hear arguments on the constitu-
tionality of an earlier version of the
same measure. Under normal cir-
cumstances, we would be loathe to get
out ahead of the Supreme Court in a
case concerning virtually identical lan-
guage. That is because ever since the
Supreme Court decision in Marbury v.
Madison, nearly 200 years ago, we have
recognized that the Supreme Court has
the last word on the constitutionality
of our laws. Not us, but them.

But it is an election year, and the
Republican leadership cannot wait for
the Supreme Court to fulfill its con-
stitutionally mandated role. The re-
ality is this bill is unconstitutional be-
cause it contains no exceptions pro-
viding for the physical health of the
mother, and that is why we should vote
against it. Roe vs. Wade clearly holds
that a woman’s right to protect her life
and health in the context of reproduc-
tive choice trumps the Government as
Big Brother in its desire to regulate.

Medical and legal experts who have
viewed the legislation note that it is
extremely vague and broad and, as a
result, may outlaw abortion procedures
at any stage of pregnancy. In fact, in
Michigan, on July 31, 1997, Judge Ger-
ald Rosen struck down Michigan’s
partial- birth abortion ban, in the first
case finding the definition of partial
birth so vague that doctors lacked no-
tice as to what abortion procedures
were banned. Moreover, the court
found that the State law unduly bur-
dened women’s ability to obtain an
abortion.

It is clear that this bill violates that
well-established constitutional law
long settled by Roe. Even one of the
most leading conservative jurists in
the 7th Circuit, Chief Judge Richard
Posner, who was appointed by Presi-
dent Reagan, has himself said of these
legislative end runs, ‘‘These statutes
are concerned with making a state-
ment in the ongoing war for public
opinion, though an incidental effect
may be to discourage some late-term

abortions, the statement is that fetal
life is more valuable than women’s
health.’’

So for heaven’s sake, let us not force
by legislative fiat the Kim Custises of
this world to bring to term fetuses that
cannot survive. Let us stop trying to
usurp the duties of the United States
Supreme Court. Let us take the politi-
cians out of the bedrooms.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. DELAY).

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for bringing this bill to the
floor.

Mr. Speaker, once again, I rise to ex-
press my support for this lifesaving
bill. It is hard to believe that it has not
been signed into law already, but we
live in very sad times.

Every day, on television, in the pa-
pers, on this floor and, in particular, in
the White House, I hear over and over
again about how much everyone cares
about children. Never in the history of
man has more lip service been paid to
the needs of our children. But, trag-
ically, never in history have children
been sacrificed so mercilessly in such
high numbers.

Abortion is a stain on our Nation
that we must begin to wash away. A
ban on partial-birth abortions is the
first step.

Bill Clinton even ran for the presi-
dency by saying that he wanted to
make abortion rarer; but after 8 years
in office, he has done nothing to curtail
the number of abortions in this coun-
try. In fact, he has twice vetoed the at-
tempts of Congress to eliminate the
harshest abortion techniques. And
make no mistake about it, that is what
this bill does.

We need to be honest about what
abortion is. We also need to be honest
about what this specific technique is. I
have heard some of my colleagues com-
plain about the charts that have been
shown here on the floor that explain
the process of partial-birth abortion.
Well, that is what happens to between
3,000 and 10,000 babies every year. The
descriptions of this procedure are re-
ality. Now, most Americans would not
want this done to a dog; yet the White
House and others turn their heads
away as it is done to babies.

The abortion industry has gone too
far, and on this issue the conscience of
this country has been pricked. A vast
majority of Americans now believe
that partial-birth abortions should be
illegal. Mr. Speaker, the President
needs to listen to the conscience of
America and sign this ban.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
41⁄2 minutes to the gentlewoman from
New York (Mrs. LOWEY), one of the
leaders in our struggle for sensible
abortion procedures.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, we are
here today considering this ban for the
seventh time in 5 years. Seven times
we have stood here and talked about

the need to protect the health of Amer-
ican women, seven times we have asked
our colleagues to stop playing politics
with women’s lives, and seven times we
have shown this bill to be an attack on
the constitutional right to reproduc-
tive choice embodied in the Roe v.
Wade decision. But we are back, unfor-
tunately, and, sadly, probably not for
the last time.

I want to ask my colleagues to think
about the nature of this issue for a mo-
ment. What we are doing today, if we
pass this ban, is inserting ourselves,
the Government, into one of the most
personal and painful decisions a woman
will ever have to make. I know my col-
leagues do not believe in that prin-
ciple. I sat here yesterday during the
debate on organ transplants as Member
after Member came to this floor and
expressed shock and outrage that the
Government would dare insert itself in
the medical decision-making process.
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Well, today they are asking us to go

even further. Not only are they de-
manding that we stand between doctor
and patient, but also that we place our-
selves between husband and wife,
mother and daughter, clergy and pa-
rishioner. Legally, this is unconstitu-
tional. And morally, it is unconscion-
able.

Mr. Speaker, Roe v. Wade expressed
three basic values, values that the
American people overwhelmingly sup-
port.

First, the decision to terminate a
pregnancy is private and personal and
should be made by a woman and her
family without undo interference from
the Government.

Second, a woman must never be
forced to sacrifice her life or damage
her health in order to bring a preg-
nancy to term.

Third, determinations about viabil-
ity, health, and risks must be made for
each woman by her physician.

This bill, my colleagues, rejects each
of these values. It contains no mention
of fetal viability, no protection for the
health of the woman, and leaves no
role for the physician. The Government
makes all the decisions. And make no
mistake, real families will suffer if this
legislation becomes law.

Yesterday, a number of us talked
with the Koster family. Kim Koster
and her husband Barry have now lost
two pregnancies to anencephaly, a con-
dition in which the fetal brain does not
develop.

Kim is young, just 31. She is healthy,
with no family history of this dev-
astating condition. Yet, she and her
husband have had to terminate two
pregnancies. And if they choose to have
that baby they have been dreaming
about their entire lives, there is a 50/50
chance that they will have a third
anencephalic pregnancy.

Kim and Barry want to be parents.
They want the opportunity that so
many of us have to bring a baby of
their own into this world. Yet, the sup-
porters of this bill would deny them ac-
cess to a decision to terminate the
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pregnancy that would protect Kim’s
well-being.

I want my colleagues to know that I
respect them and the oath we have to
make decisions based on what we be-
lieve is right. I believe, with all my
heart, that this bill is wrong and that
we must stand against any abortion
law that would leave families like Kim
and Barry without options when they
already have so much at stake.

My colleagues, we believe that
women matter. We believe that their
lives are irreplaceable and worth pro-
tecting. That is why we oppose this
ban. Let us reject this assault on our
values and our health and stand up for
the principles embedded in Roe v.
Wade. Vote ‘‘no’’ on this bill.

Mr. VITTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Kansas
(Mr. RYUN).

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in strong support of H.R. 3660, the
partial-birth abortion ban.

My position on this legislation is
based on my concern for the health and
safety of both the mother and the
preborn child.

The medical value of the procedure
in question is often misrepresented.
The truth is that this procedure poses
a greater risk to the mother’s health
than a full-term delivery. Studies have
only begun to measure the physical,
the psychological, and the emotional
tolls abortions take on women.

We must not be fooled by the claims
that partial-birth abortions are nec-
essary to save lives. The truth is that
the members of the American Medical
Association have yet to find a single
case where this procedure is medically
necessary. In the words of former U.S.
Surgeon General C. Everett Koop, ‘‘In
no way can I twist my mind to see that
the partial birth, and then destruction,
of the unborn child before the head is
born is a medical necessity for the
mother.’’

According to the abortion industry
itself, the vast majority of partial-
birth abortions are performed on com-
pletely healthy mothers and healthy
babies. In fact, many of the preborn
children aborted using this procedure
would have a really realistic chance of
survival outside of the womb.

Thousands of infants are dying a
painful, gruesome death every year. We
have a grave responsibility to protect
them from this inhumane treatment. I
urge my colleagues to join me in elimi-
nating this method of execution.

The President, by his consistent ve-
toes, has demonstrated that he is out
of step with the vast majority of Amer-
icans who have stated their opposition
to this procedure.

Mr. Speaker, we must demonstrate
our commitment to the wishes of the
American people by passing this legis-
lation at this time in accordance with
the wishes of the American people. I
urge the President to sign this par-
ticular ban.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
21⁄2 minutes to the gentleman from New

York (Mr. NADLER) who has worked
long and hard on this measure. He is a
member of the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, this bill,
which would ban legal abortion proce-
dures, is deceptive, extreme, and un-
constitutional.

The bill has come before us time and
time again with the obvious purpose
that has been obscured behind the inac-
curate and inflammatory picture. Do
not be fooled. This is nothing less than
an attempt to outlaw all abortion. The
bill is so vague that no one is quite
sure exactly what we are banning. The
courts have not been able to determine
it. Similar State versions of the bill
are currently enjoined in 18 States.

Doctors have testified repeatedly and
courts across the land have found that
similarly worded bans can apply to vir-
tually all procedures used in the sec-
ond-trimester of pregnancy and each to
some first-trimester abortions.

Why do not legislators try to simply
ban all abortions, then? Because the
American people would not stand for it
and the Supreme Court would not
stand for it.

The proponents of this bill oppose all
abortion. They oppose first-trimester
abortion. They oppose pre-viability
abortion. They oppose Roe v. Wade.
They oppose health exceptions. They
oppose simple-life exceptions. Some
even oppose contraceptives. Just ask
them. They represent extreme forces in
this country and most Americans re-
ject their rhetoric and their views.

So what is it we have before us, then?
A dead bill, a bill that is not going any-
where, a bill that has been defeated
more times than the Washington gen-
erals.

Every year we point out its short-
comings and drafting errors and they
refuse to fix it. And this bill will die
again. Why should it die? Because it is
unconstitutional on its face, because it
does not provide for health exception,
because it does not provide for an ade-
quate life exception, because it is
vague, because it limits the ability of
doctors to offer medical care, because
it allows abusive boyfriends to beat
their pregnant girlfriends, abandon
them, and sue them if they have an
abortion.

Why should this bill be rejected? Be-
cause it substitutes for a woman’s
choice a Government mandate.

This bill is about the right to choose.
Should the woman choose, or should
the politicians choose for her? During
the HMO debate, we all agreed that
doctors and patients should make med-
ical decisions, not bureaucrats. The
same holds true here. Doctors and pa-
tients should decide what is the safest,
most medically appropriate procedure
for an abortion, not the U.S. Congress.

Most of us are not doctors in this
House and we should not place our-
selves in the operating room between
the women and their doctors. I hope
the House rejects this bill.

Mr. VITTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. TERRY).

(Mr. TERRY asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of H.R. 3660.

It is well documented that partial-
birth abortions are widely performed
on healthy mothers and healthy babies
who might be able to live outside of the
womb. In this horrific procedure, a
baby is partially delivered feet first
and stabbed in the back of head by an
abortion doctor, who then vacuums out
the baby’s brains. The baby is killed
only three inches away from taking its
first breath and being indisputably rec-
ognized under the law as a human
being with the right to live.

Mr. Speaker, whether it is my first
time or this body’s seventh time, I urge
my colleagues to do the right thing and
support H.R. 3660.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the dis-
tinguished gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. WATERS).

Ms. WATERS. Here we go again, Mr.
Speaker. Every election cycle, the Re-
publicans want the House to partici-
pate in their ritualistic attack on
women and the very difficult choices
that they have to make on the issue of
choice. The reality of this situation is
that this bill would leave the health of
women completely unprotected.

In the past 25 years, the Supreme
Court has consistently held that a
woman’s health and life must be pro-
tected throughout pregnancy. The
court has mandated health and life ex-
ceptions to restrictions.

H.R. 3660 flies in the face of the law,
the difficult medical decisions that
families have to make, and the Amer-
ican people by containing no exception
for a woman’s health at any point in
the pregnancy.

Knowing how extreme their position
is on this issue, the Republican leader-
ship allowed no markups in the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, no offer of
amendments in the Committee on
Rules, and even denied the Hoyer-
Greenwood substitute, which would
provide for a Federal ban on all post-vi-
ability abortions except those needed
to preserve the woman’s life or to avert
serious adverse health consequences.

The Republican leadership says that
the Hoyer-Greenwood substitute is too
broad. Since when is the preservation
of a woman’s life too broad? And why
would the Federal Government want to
impose its will on a family’s decision
in this very, very difficult situation?

The reality is that H.R. 3660 is too
broad. The bill is not about protecting
the woman’s health. It is about pro-
tecting the will of the right wing base
of the Republican party.

I would ask my colleagues to vote
‘‘no’’ on this politicizing of this issue
in this political year. I would ask them
to vote ‘‘no’’ on the rule of H.R. 3660
and please oppose this legislation that
seeks to endanger a woman’s life.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. ROEMER).
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(Mr. ROEMER asked and was given

permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend from Florida (Mr. CANADY)
for yielding me the time.

Mr. Speaker, we have heard from a
number of my colleagues on the House
floor about how difficult this issue is.
It is a difficult issue for all involved
with very dire consequences.

I join with Democrats, Republicans,
Independents, I join with liberals or
conservatives that support this legisla-
tion to ban partial-birth abortions. I do
not think this is a question of Roe v.
Wade. It is a question of life v. death
for scores of children.

Now, I am not a physician. I readily
admit that. I am not a physician. And
I am not going to describe on the
House floor how horrific or brutal this
act is. But what do physicians say
when we ask the people that are ex-
perts on this issue what they think of
this partial-birth abortion procedure?

In 1995, the American Medical Asso-
ciation’s Legislative Counsel, a panel
consisting of 12 doctors, voted unani-
mously, voted unanimously, to ban
partial-birth abortions.

A group of 300 physicians, joined by
the former Surgeon General C. Everett
Koop, said, ‘‘This procedure is never
medically necessary to protect a moth-
er’s life or her future fertility. On the
contrary, this procedure can pose a sig-
nificant threat to both.’’

Today, the House of Representatives
and the Nation have the opportunity to
put value on the sanctity of human
life; and I encourage support for this
bill.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
31⁄2 minutes to the gentlewoman from
Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN) a member of
the committee.

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, in 1973,
the Supreme Court held that women
have a constitutional right to choose
an abortion. That decision, Roe v.
Wade, was carefully written to hold the
rights of women in America paramount
in reproductive decisions.

This decision and those that followed
have held that women have a constitu-
tional right to choose an abortion. But,
after fetal viabilities, States could ban
abortions as long as they allowed ex-
ceptions for cases in which a woman’s
life or health is endangered.
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In essence, Roe v. Wade says that
women matter, that women have the
right to decide whether and when to
have children, and that women shall
not be forced to give their lives or sac-
rifice their health to carry a child. It
also says that these choices are pri-
vate, that they are to be made by a
woman in consultation with her physi-
cian, her family, and whomever else
she chooses to consult for counsel.
Government has no place in this most
private decision.

The legislation before us today is in
direct contravention of the court’s rul-

ing. It does not ban post-viability abor-
tions as its sponsors have claimed. It
bans abortion procedures regardless of
how far along in a woman’s pregnancy
the decision occurs. This legislation as
drafted does not provide an exception
to preserve the health of a mother as
required by law.

Let there be no doubt about it, this
legislation is nothing but a political
issue. This legislation does nothing to
end post-viability abortions as our al-
ternative would. And it does nothing to
prevent unwanted pregnancies and to
make abortion rarer in the United
States. Voters in Colorado, Wash-
ington, and Maine have recognized this
and defeated similar bans on the ballot.
And of the 30 States that have enacted
legislation similar to the one before us
today, 21 have been challenged in court
and 19 of those challenges have been ei-
ther partially or fully enjoined while
their constitutionality is considered.

While I am not willing to concede
that this legislation describes a med-
ical procedure that any doctor in this
land would recognize, it is important
to note that the graphic images being
shown and described do not reflect the
real life stories of families who have
needed this procedure either to save
the life or to preserve the health of the
mother. As I hear stories from these
women who courageously are willing to
speak about this most personal deci-
sion, when they are willing to talk
about the abortion and the medical
care they received during crisis preg-
nancies, I am struck by a common re-
mark these women have made, that
these scenarios being described by pro-
ponents of the bill are not about them
and their families, that they do not
represent their cases. The women I
have spoken to wanted nothing more
than to have a child and were dev-
astated to learn that their babies could
not survive outside the womb. They
made difficult decisions with their doc-
tors and families to terminate preg-
nancies, to preserve their own health
and in many cases their ability to try
to have a child again.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 1 minute to the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. RYAN).

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
I just have to take issue with the com-
ments that have been preceding this
debate. This is not a political issue.
This is a human issue. Let me just say
this to all of my colleagues who are
about to vote on this issue. On the mo-
tion to recommit, the health exception
is a loophole wide enough to drive a
Mack truck through it. The health ex-
ception would render this ban virtually
meaningless.

Let us just go over what this proce-
dure does. The abortionist forcibly
turns the child into the breech, feet
first in that position, then the abor-
tionist pulls the living child out of the
mother by the leg until only the head
is left inside, stabs the child at the
base of the skull and sucks out the
brain with a vacuum, pulling the now
dead child out of the mother.

Mr. Speaker, C. Everett Koop, hun-
dreds of OB-GYNs have told us that
this is not medically necessary. In the
words of the former Surgeon General
himself, from the evidence that has
been presented in standard OB-GYN
textbooks as well as in the annals of
research in OB-GYN, there is no med-
ical necessity for this abortion proce-
dure.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I am de-
lighted to yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Colorado (Ms.
DEGETTE).

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, the ma-
jority whip got up just a few minutes
ago on this floor and said, ‘‘Abortion is
a stain on this country. A ban on par-
tial-birth abortion is just the first
step.’’

Make no mistake about it, my
friends. This bill is intended, as he
said, as just the first step to banning
all abortions. That is why the leader-
ship has chosen this issue, this wedge
issue, in this election year with com-
plete disregard to whether or not the
bill is constitutional or whether or not
the bill can be upheld. Nineteen State
and Federal courts have already ruled
that the definitions in bills like this
one are overly broad and as a result
would subject physicians to prosecu-
tion if they perform any abortion pro-
cedures. We would not be surprised if,
even if by some slight chance the bill
were upheld, it would effectively end
most all abortions in this country.
Again, make no mistake about it, that
is the true intent of the supporters of
this bill. This Congress and the Amer-
ican public have got to recognize and
understand that.

Nobody in this Congress wants to see
abortions. This legislation denigrates
the experiences of women like Eileen
Sullivan who was anxious to start her
family and was eagerly awaiting the
arrival of her baby when she received
the horrifying news that her baby
would not live. Her doctor decided that
this procedure was the only one that
could be used to preserve her life and
her health and help her have babies in
the future.

To pass this bill today is to deny
women like her a safe and compas-
sionate procedure when deep tragedy
strikes the family. To pass this legisla-
tion is to allow the Federal Govern-
ment to grievously interfere with the
doctor-patient relationship and slither
its way into the most personal decision
a family can make. I urge my col-
leagues to think rationally and com-
passionately on an issue that is any-
thing but rational and compassionate
before they vote today. To assume that
it is easy for any woman to choose this
or any other procedure is offensive to
all women who face such a heart-
breaking situation. And it is indeed of-
fensive to all women to think that they
would have this procedure just for fun.

Mr. Speaker, I would ask those con-
sidering voting yes on this bill to think
of the women in your life. What would
you do if the doctor asked you to
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choose between your wife or your
daughter and her pregnancy?

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Louisiana (Mr. VITTER).

Mr. VITTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the children who
are killed as they leave their mother’s
womb. There is no legitimate debate
about the nature of this procedure. It
has been described and the bottom line
remains, babies begin to leave the
womb with life, they finish leaving the
womb without it because of this proce-
dure. Opponents of the bill decry the
way this procedure is described.

Their real problem is that the truth
hurts, and in this case it horrifies; and
they do not want the American people
to know the horrible reality of this so-
called medical procedure that even the
AMA has said is ‘‘not good medicine’’
and ‘‘not medically indicated’’ in any
situation. Opponents also label those of
us who are for the bill as right-wing ex-
tremists. But is the AMA a group of
right-wing extremists? Is Everett Koop
a right-wing extremist? Are the great
majority of the American people who
strongly support this ban all right-
wing extremists? The debate makes
clear that opponents of this bill are the
fringe in this debate and the extremists
in this debate, and the American peo-
ple know that.

Mr. Speaker, if this body is to have
any credibility at all on addressing the
issue of violence in our society, we
must outlaw this government-sanc-
tioned violence against the most vul-
nerable and innocent among us.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY).

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, we have
always heard that there is no rest for
the weary. Well, the women in America
are weary. They are just plain tired of
the constant stream of attacks
launched by the Republican leadership
against their right, a woman’s right to
make decisions about their health and
their lives. Today marks the seventh
time the House will consider this
dreadful issue.

Today’s assault on women is dan-
gerous. It puts women’s health at risk
and attacks the core principles of Roe
v. Wade. Roe provides American women
a constitutional right to make their
own health choices and for women to
terminate pregnancy up to fetal viabil-
ity. Roe ensures a life and health ex-
ception. But this bill does not. It puts
women’s lives and health at risk. Roe
clearly states that our government
cannot force a woman to sacrifice her
life or health to protect a pregnancy.
Yet my Republican colleagues out-
rageously want the Government to pro-
ceed to prevent doctors from providing
the best possible medical care to
women.

Let us be clear. Women do not choose
late-term abortions as a casual form of

contraception. Rather, late-term abor-
tions are a last choice for a woman,
when a woman’s life or health or the
baby’s life is terminal or in jeopardy.
Further, late-term abortions are the
most difficult time and the most dif-
ficult decision for a woman and her
family to make.

Knowing this, it would appear that
the Republicans want to set a prece-
dent before the Supreme Court makes
their decision on April 25th on the Ne-
braska law banning abortions. This law
is very similar to this bill. Congress
must not legislate on this matter. Con-
gress must uphold the principles of Roe
v. Wade and vote against this legisla-
tion.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut (Ms. DELAURO).

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, the au-
thors of this bill claim they want to
end abortion of a healthy, viable fetus,
one that is developed enough to survive
on its own. We could have done so.
What is truly disappointing and what
should anger American women and
their families is that we could have
passed a bill today that protects the
lives of children and protects the
health of women. A bipartisan group of
Members put a proposal together. The
Republican leadership said no. The
Hoyer-Greenwood alternative accu-
rately reflects the view of most Ameri-
cans. It said it would ban abortions
post-viability, that is, after the fetus
has developed enough to survive on its
own; but it makes two important ex-
ceptions, that is, if a mother is going
to potentially die or if a mother’s abil-
ity to have future children is jeopard-
ized. The alternative preserves the doc-
tor’s right to determine what is the
safest and the most appropriate meth-
od of treatment in a woman’s given
case.

By not allowing the opportunity for
compromise, the opportunity to pass a
bill that the President would sign, that
would become law, the leadership has
shown that they are more interested in
playing politics than in protecting
children as they claim to do.

In 1973, Roe v. Wade confirmed one of
the most basic rights that we value as
Americans, privacy. The case clearly
established that women have a con-
stitutional right to choose, to make
medical decisions, and that the only
point at which a State may enter this
equation is after viability. When I lis-
ten to our opponents, they would have
my colleagues believe that there are
women out there who would cavalierly
choose an abortion at the very end of
her pregnancy, claims that women who
have a headache or who want to avoid
weight gain would actually choose an
abortion at the seventh, the eighth, or
the ninth month. To make these claims
is to disregard our values as women,
our values as child bearers.
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How dare you demonize, how dare
you trivialize what women in this

country do in giving birth to children.
We do bear children, and we are the
caregivers of children in this country,
and it is offensive, and it is contrary to
what lies in our hearts and in our
minds as women in this country.

Mr. Speaker, this bill would make
women’s health irrelevant. Though
courts have ruled time and again that
women’s health must be first and fore-
most, that she is the patient. American
women and their families, what they
want is a choice to do what is best for
them in some of the most tragic situa-
tions that they will, in fact, ever face.
As a woman who has faced life and
death in a health decision, as a sur-
vivor of ovarian cancer, I am offended
by the accusation that by defending
women who do this, we somehow di-
minish pregnancy. That is why I stand
to oppose this bill today.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. WELDON).

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in strong support of this
legislation to ban the partial-birth
abortion procedure. I encourage all of
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
to do so and to oppose the motion to
recommit.

I first learned of this procedure in
1993 when I was still practicing medi-
cine. After a long day of seeing pa-
tients in my office, I opened the Amer-
ican medical news and saw this proce-
dure first described, and I was shocked.
I was shocked by not only its flagrant
violation of the sanctity of human life,
but its brutality. I have worked in
neonate to intensive care units and I
have seen firsthand with my eyes how
premature babies respond to pain.
When it is necessary to draw blood and
needles are placed in their arms, I have
seen them draw back, writhe in pain
and cry out. Dragging an unborn baby,
feet first, partially out of the womb is
a brutal violation of the privacy of
that child. But to then stab that baby
in the back of the skull is, in my med-
ical opinion, not only barbaric, it is ex-
cruciatingly painful for these poor, un-
fortunate souls.

Apologists for this procedure claim
that it is necessary in situations to
protect the health of the mother or in
birth defects. But in the original arti-
cles describing this procedure, the de-
velopers, McMahon and Haskell admit-
ted that the vast majority of the moth-
ers are healthy and the babies are free
of birth defects. Of the small number
that did have birth defects, the major-
ity of them were cleft lip and cleft pal-
ate, clearly a nonlethal, surgically cor-
rectable defect that has no justifica-
tion for subjecting these babies to a
painful and violent execution.

I say to my colleagues, I believe that
nations of people are judged not by
their economic or military strength,
but how they care for the weakest in
their culture. Nobody is weaker than
an unborn child.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. EDWARDS).
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Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, first, in

response to my colleagues’ assertions, I
must say that a health exemption for
women is not a loophole, it is a con-
stitutional right, and it is the right
thing to do for America’s women. I
would argue if a health exemption is
such a terrible thing to do, why is Gov-
ernor Bush in my home State of Texas
over the last 5 years while he has been
in office not made, to my knowledge,
any serious effort to close that so-
called loophole in our State.

Mr. Speaker, I am strongly opposed
to late-term abortions, but when the
health of the mother is at risk, that is
a choice that should be made by a
woman and her doctor, not by politi-
cians in Washington, D.C.

Coreen Costello was a pro-life Repub-
lican and mother of three when her
pregnancy turned tragically fatal for
her child. Her doctors preserved her
fertility with the procedure being out-
lawed in this bill. She then became
pregnant again and gave birth to her
fourth child.

Listen to this loving mother’s words,
and I quote: ‘‘Because of this proce-
dure, I now have something my heart
ached for, a new baby, a boy named
Tucker. He is our family’s joy, and I
thank God for him.’’

Mr. Speaker, it is an insult to the
women of America to suggest that they
want to kill healthy, viable babies just
seconds before normal childbirth, and
shame on those who would use a decep-
tive, politically motivated drawing to
suggest that American women are
monsters that would kill their viable,
healthy babies just as they were being
born and to do so for frivolous reasons.

The truth is, the truth is they are
rare, but tragic cases, cases like Coreen
Costello, where their babies had no
chance to live, and doctors used abor-
tions to protect the mother’s health
and her ability to have a child in the
future.

This bill would do great harm to de-
cent, loving women such as Mrs.
Costello.

By voting no on this bill, we are say-
ing this to American women: when
your health is at risk, you and your
doctor should make that choice, not
politicians in Washington, D.C.

No Member of this House has the right to
substitute his or her judgment for that of a
doctor and mother faced with such a rare but
tragic situation where a pregnancy is failing
and the goal is to save a mother’s fertility or
health. No Member has that right.

Not one!
It is unfair to the women of America to say,

‘‘When your health is at risk, Congress should
decide which medical procedure should be
used.’’ How many in this Chamber are quali-
fied to make that medical decision for some-
one else’s wife or daughter?

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, some day soon, and I believe
this is a matter of when and not if, fu-
ture generations of Americans will

look back with horror, incredulity, and
astonishment that some of the best and
brightest of this present age vehe-
mently defended the slaughter of over
40 million babies by abortion.

They will wonder how a seemingly
sane, enlightened, and compassionate
society led by its President, Congress,
the media, academia and the courts
could have so aggressively embraced
violence against children and the aban-
donment of their mothers.

With a mix of sadness and disbelief,
future generations of Americans will
absolutely marvel at our blindness and
our insensitivity to the inherent cru-
elty of stabbing, dismembering, and
poisoning little children under the eu-
phemism of choice.

What were they thinking, they will
ask. How could they have construed
the right to privacy to include injec-
tions of poisons or the hacking to
death by knife or razor blade-tipped cu-
rette, so as to procure the death of a
child. How could so many have re-
mained unmoved or silent in the midst
of a holocaust that claimed the lives of
one out of every three babies in this
country, 40 million boys and girls, a
number roughly equal to five times the
entire population of my home State of
New Jersey.

Future generations of Americans,
and judging by the polls, super majori-
ties of Americans today are finally, at
long last, outraged that thousands of
children each year are being butchered
by partial-birth abortion. They are be-
ginning to get it. Most people I talk to
are outraged that babies who are par-
tially born and fully kicking are le-
gally jabbed in the back of the head
with scissors for the purpose of making
a hole in their fragile skulls so their
brains can be sucked out. Anyone who
has ever picked up and held a newborn
baby knows how wobbly and fragile
that child’s head is. You gently cradle
the child’s neck in your hands to pro-
tect the baby from harm. The abor-
tionist, on the other hand, has no such
motive. When he grabs the baby’s head,
it is to stab it and to destroy the child.

Mr. Speaker, partial-birth abortion is
a monstrous act of cruelty. Partial-
birth abortion is a gross violation of
human rights, a barbarous form of tor-
ture directed at a defenseless baby girl
or boy.

The pending bill of the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. CANADY) is a des-
perately needed human rights initia-
tive designed to offer at least a small
measure of protection to some babies
in a class of human beings who have,
since 1973, been legally disenfranchised
because of their age, immaturity, or
condition of dependency.

Many of us would surely like to save
and protect more babies from the vio-
lence of abortion; I wish to God we
could save more. But I believe we have
a moral duty that is not so easily satis-
fied to save at least some, as many as
we can, at every opportunity.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is a very, very
modest step in that direction to save at
least some.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Illi-
nois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY).

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, as
a woman, a mother and grandmother of
girls, I am deeply and personally of-
fended by this legislation. It implies
that American women just have to be
stopped from frivolously deciding to
terminate a pregnancy just days or
weeks before delivery. It has been stat-
ed on this floor that these pregnant
women have not explored all of the
medical and surgical options to save
their babies or protect their own lives,
and it takes politicians to stop them.

Mr. Speaker, the truth is, the women
who have late abortions are forced to
end wanted pregnancies, either because
the baby will surely die, like Kim and
Barry Koster’s baby that had no brain,
or the women will seriously jeopardize
their own life and health. Women are
portrayed as irresponsible baby killers
when in fact it is the sponsors of this
bill who show utter disregard for the
life and health of women.

President Clinton, in vetoing one of
the former versions of this bill said
quote, for these women, this was not
about choice, not about deciding
against having a child, these babies
were certain to perish during or short-
ly after birth, and the only question
was how much grave damage was going
to be done to the women.

This bill implies that the current law
allows women to have abortions up to
the last minute before delivery, but
that is not true. Despite all of the rhet-
oric to the contrary, Roe v. Wade
strictly limits abortions after viabil-
ity, and the Hoyer-Greenwood alter-
native would have made that even
clearer.

This is not about one procedure or
even late-term abortions. This bill is so
broad and so vague that it would ban
most abortion procedures including
some first, and all second and third tri-
mester abortions, and that is the goal.
To reverse Roe v. Wade and take away
from women what the Supreme Court
calls ‘‘The most intimate and personal
choice a person may make in a life-
time, choice essential to personal dig-
nity and autonomy and central to the
liberty protected by the 14th amend-
ment.’’

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN).

(Mr. COBURN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COBURN. Mr. Speaker, I am
amazed at what I just heard, and I
want to tell my colleagues that medi-
cally, what we just heard is an incor-
rect, inaccurate statement.

This procedure is never used in first
trimesters, it will have no effect on
first trimester abortions whatsoever.
That was the implication. The Kansas
data for the first 3 months of this year
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show that what the gentlewoman from
Illinois just stated is not true. The
Kansas data shows that, in fact, these
were viable infants with no significant
medical complication.

So I do not deny that I want every
abortion in this country to end, but
that is not why I am supporting this.
This procedure harms women, and
there are several other procedures
under which the same end result could
be accomplished.

So let us keep clear what the facts
are here. Babies without brains can be
delivered other ways than this way at a
whole lot less risk to the mother. Do
not lose sight of that fact. There is no
question I am not much of a politician,
but I am a physician, and I have deliv-
ered 3,500 babies and I have cared for
women with complications from this
procedure.

Let us stay on what the issue is. The
issue is, women who have children that
are nonviable can, in fact, have a ter-
mination under another method. Num-
ber two, under the laws of Kansas, as
now is happening, viable fetuses and
babies are being terminated with impu-
nity when there is no cause to do so.

The other thing to think about, we
are not talking about mature women
making these decisions, because most
of these are teenagers who end up
showing up and telling their parents
about a pregnancy when they are 24, 25
weeks along. I heard an earlier speaker
say about the 7th month. Well, let me
tell my colleagues, by the 6th month,
babies are viable. We now say babies at
22 weeks. So let us keep the facts about
the procedure in line.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from New
York (Mrs. MALONEY).

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in opposition to this
bill, which is an attack on women’s
health and the constitutional rights of
women.

Let us put this vote in perspective.
We have already voted on this 7 times.
Since 1994 when the Republican major-
ity took control of Congress, there
have been 141 votes on choice; on this
floor, 112, 79 percent, resulted in an
antichoice loss for women.

b 1315
Each of these votes that are chipping

away, chipping away at a woman’s
right to choose are detailed on my
Choice Report which is located on my
web site.

This bill does not take into account
women’s health exceptions. It has no
viability threshold, and does not allow
a doctor to recommend the best med-
ical procedure for a patient.

The women who follow their doctor’s
advice and undergo these rare proce-
dures are women who have had to come
to terms with pregnancies that have
tragically gone wrong. The new major-
ity likes to talk about getting govern-
ment off their backs, yet here they
want to replace a doctor’s expertise
with a governmental judgment in the
most personal of decisions.

Doctors and their patients should
make medical decisions. Congress has
no place politicizing family decisions
and family tragedies.

As the mother of two children, I
would have wanted the choice in the
event I learned late in my pregnancy
that my fetus was so deformed that it
was incompatible with life and that my
reproductive health was at risk, and
also at risk, my ability to have future
children. I would have wanted that
choice, and I want that choice for
every woman in this country.

Vote no on this bill.
Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Kansas (Mr. TIAHRT).

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding time to me.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today as a strong
advocate for this bill and a strong ad-
vocate for the human rights of all
Americans, both born and unborn. This
Nation must raise the value of life if
we are to survive as a Nation and pros-
per as a people.

This procedure is so horrible, so in-
humane, that there should never be a
debate over whether or not to protect
the lives of these helpless babies. Can
Members imagine that it is legal to
partially deliver a fully formed child, a
child that can survive outside the
mother’s womb, lying in the doctor’s
hand, only to kill it by one of the most
brutal methods known to man?

But today I want to stress that in
passing the partial-birth abortion ban,
we must be wary of the so-called seri-
ous health exceptions. These health ex-
ceptions become a loophole through
which even more partial-birth abor-
tions are performed.

The most dangerous of these excep-
tions is the mental health exception
that can even allow for partial-birth
abortions in the third trimester, a time
in which even the most avid abortion
rights activists agree that a fetus, the
baby, can live on its own.

The mental health exception essen-
tially nullifies the ban on partial-birth
abortions, as by its very nature the cri-
teria can be so vague.

Mental health excuses in today’s so-
ciety are so notoriously footloose. How
many of us have taken a day off of
work or school for mental health rea-
sons, usually because it is a good day
at the beach or we feel like sleeping in?
Unfortunately, in passing a mental
health exception, precious life itself is
held to the same laissez-faire stand-
ards.

I am embarrassed to say that because
of the mental health exceptions, my
home State of Kansas is on its way to
becoming the partial-birth abortion
capital of the Nation. In 1998, the Kan-
sas legislature passed a partial-birth
abortion ban much like the one we are
discussing today. However, there was
an exception in the case of mental
health concerns.

Since passage of the law, partial-
birth abortions have not ceased nor
have they been decreased. Instead, par-

tial-birth abortions in the State of
Kansas have risen by more than 300
percent, all of them because of the
mental health exception.

I urge my colleagues to vote against
the exceptions and for the final pas-
sage.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. BROWN).

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in opposition to this bill, and I
urge my colleagues to stay out of the
doctor’s office and leave the medical
decisions to the medical profession.

This is a bad bill because it is anti-
family. This bill ignores the health of
the mother, and instead it jeopardizes
a woman’s chance to have a healthy
baby in the future.

Let me be clear, a third trimester
abortion is an extremely rare proce-
dure. In the State of Florida, we had 25
of these procedures performed last
year. Let me give an example of why.

A 31-year-old pregnant woman dis-
covered at 31 weeks of pregnancy that
her fetus’ brain had grown outside of
his head. The baby would not live out-
side of the womb, and the enlarged
head made a regular delivery a dan-
gerous procedure for the woman. This
is a woman who wanted a child and a
woman who wanted a family.

I ask my colleagues to allow these
women to protect their bodies so they
can have healthy babies in the future.
Let us leave the medical decisions to
the medical professionals. This is a bad
bill, and I urge Members to vote
against it.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. GREEN).

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding
time to me.

Mr. Speaker, let me begin by react-
ing to something said earlier. I come
from a State, Wisconsin, which is one
of those States that overwhelmingly
passed a ban on partial-birth abortions,
a law very similar to the one we are
taking up today, although perhaps a
bit tougher. It has been upheld twice,
so let us be clear on the constitutional
arguments. It is not as the opponents
portray.

It is interesting, some of the tenor of
the debate today. Some people are
upset that we are taking this bill up
because it is inconvenient. It is perhaps
annoying to them. I have heard ref-
erence that we should not be taking
this up because we voted on it seven
times before or eight times before. Of
course we should be here. We must be
here, and we must be here each and
every year until this practice is gone.

As long as two-thirds of Americans, a
supermajority, want this horrible prac-
tice to end but the administration and
the abortion industry will not listen,
we should be here. As long as so many
States have outlawed this but the ad-
ministration and the abortion industry
will not listen, we should be here. As
long as thousands of these horrible pro-
cedures are performed each and every
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year, we should be here. Absolutely, we
should be here.

If we fail to take up this cause today,
then the other side might just get com-
fortable. Maybe they will believe that
we have lost our resolve, that this mat-
ter does not matter to us anymore.
Sure we face a tough road ahead. The
abortion industry is strong and the
White House is not on our side. But if
we do not stand up, who will?

I urge all of my colleagues to oppose
the motion to recommit and to vote for
this very important bill this year, next
year, every year until this procedure is
gone.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BENTSEN).

(Mr. BENTSEN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, it is not
inconvenient to take this bill up. I
would be happy to take this bill up
every day of the week for the rest of
the year. What is inconvenient is the
procedure with which we are taking
this bill up. The procedure finds the
democratic process, which is the es-
sence of this House and this Nation,
and it finds the Constitution to be in-
convenient. That is what is inconven-
ient about this.

Mr. Speaker, my colleague, the gen-
tleman from Kansas, just wanted to
have a debate about the mental health
exemption. The way that the Repub-
lican majority has drafted the rule and
drafted the bill, that is a moot point.
There is no debate about mental health
because the majority does not want to
debate a health exemption.

We in Texas think there ought to be
a health exemption, Democrats and Re-
publicans, and 40 States think there
ought to be some form of a health ex-
emption. But the Republican Congress,
which on some days wants to devolve
power from the States and other days
wants to take it back, whatever is con-
venient, does not want to allow the de-
bate. That is what is so dismaying
about all of this.

My colleague, the gentleman from
Wisconsin, said, we have done it all
these years. The problem is it has hap-
pened for two cycles, two Congresses,
and it has been vetoed. Why not open
up the process? I do not think my Re-
publican colleagues are necessary anti-
democratic, little ‘‘d’’ democratic. Per-
haps they are if it is an issue that is in-
convenient to them.

That is the problem with the process
in this bill. I find that quite dismaying.

The other problem is the unintended
consequence of this bill. It has to do
with the health of women. This bill
supplants the right of women to choose
with their doctor what their health
procedure will be, and it only affects
one instance.

The gentleman from Kansas and the
gentleman from Oklahoma, who is a
doctor, who I gather only wants us to
take one doctor’s opinion, even though
I think everybody in this House would

want to have multiple opinions if given
the opportunity, is telling us that
there is a rampant case of late term
abortions.

A majority of us agree, and we asked
you to bring a bill to allow an amend-
ment to come to the floor. But the gen-
tleman, the gentleman from Florida,
who is smiling at this point, appar-
ently did not want to allow the Hoyer-
Greenwood bill to come to the floor. I
am not sure why. Maybe it was too
democratic of a process. Maybe it
might have gotten a majority of votes.

Let us debate it. Let us debate what
health really is. We have had that de-
bate with the Patients’ Bill of Rights,
which of course now is stalled in a con-
ference committee. But this House is
not allowed to have that debate. Why
is that? Because of politics. This is all
about politics.

We are charged with the duties of
writing the laws of this Nation. We can
have very serious disagreements about
it, but each Member, not a handful of
Members but each Member, should
have the right to do it.

What the Republicans have done
today is dismaying and it is inconven-
ient to the rule of order in this House
and to the Constitution. That is what
is the problem today.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to H.R.
3660, the ‘‘Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act of
2000’’, a measure that is probably unconstitu-
tional, certainly bad policy, and will likely do lit-
tle to end late term abortions.

First and foremost, Mr. Speaker, this legisla-
tion represents the triumph of raw, partisan
politics over substance and the regular order
of this House. If the leadership was serious
about limiting late term abortions, not just this
one procedure, they would have allowed for
amendments to be offered including H.R.
2149, the Hoyer-Greenwood-Taucher-Johnson
‘‘Late Term Restriction Act,’’ of which I am a
cosponsor. Instead, the Republican leadership
brought this twice-failed bill to the floor without
consideration by the Judiciary Committee—no
amendment, no report, just a meaningless po-
litical vote. The Republicans are putting poli-
tics over policy.

The unintended consequence of H.R. 3660,
if it were to become law, is that it would sup-
plant a doctor’s judgment as to the best med-
ical procedure to protect a woman’s health or
save her life with the judgment of Congress.
We in Congress are not medical professionals
with the expertise to make these difficult deci-
sions. Moreover, I am also dismayed that the
entire debate on this issue appears to have
been designed to stiffle open discussion and
prevent consideration of alternative legislation.

I am deeply troubled by post-viability abor-
tions that are elective and not for health or life
of the mother. Accordingly, I am cosponsoring
a compromise that is consistent with the Su-
preme Court’s rulings on the difficult issue of
abortion. The gentleman from Maryland, Mr.
HOYER, and the gentleman from Pennsylvania,
Mr. GREENWOOD, have introduced a bipartisan
bill, H.R. 2149, that would ban all post-viability
abortions, not just one procedure, except
those needed to preserve the woman’s life or
to avert ‘‘serious adverse health con-
sequences.’’ Americans want medical deci-
sions to be made by doctors. This legislation

would require the doctor to determine—under
the threat of litigation and civil penalties—
whether continuing a pregnancy posed a seri-
ous threat to the woman’s health. H.R. 2149
provides a clear, humane, and necessary ex-
emption when there is a serious threat to a
woman’s life or health.

This compromise bill is consistent with the
Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision and
its progeny. It is consistent with state law in 40
states, including my state of Texas, as well as
the District of Columbia. In Texas, as in other
states, late-term abortions are banned except
when the woman’s life or health is threatened.
I believe our legislation is consistent with the
views of the American people. And I believe it
is the right of and humane thing to do.

Unfortunately, the majority has gone to
great lengths to block any debate and vote on
this compromise. Instead, they want to force a
vote only on the extreme measure before us.
The timing of this vote is questionable in light
of the fact that the Supreme Court is expected
to rule before the end of this legislative ses-
sion on the constitutionality of a similar meas-
ure originating from Nebraska. Apparently, my
Republican friends are more interested in
scoring political points than addressing a gen-
uine concern about late-term abortions.

We will hear a lot of debate about how often
this procedure is performed; but this issue isn’t
about numbers. It is about each individual
woman who faces the awful choice when she
is told that her life, health, or ability to bear
children is endangered by her pregnancy. The
decision about what medical treatment and
procedures are best for that woman should be
made by her and her doctor, not the Congress
of the United States.

Four years ago, proponents of this measure
opposed providing a health exemption for the
life of the mother. Just as then, they today
argue that a health exemption for the mother,
which forty out of fifty states provide, is too
wide a loophole. Moreover, they refuse to de-
bate the issue or even propose a limitation of
the definition of ‘‘health of the mother.’’ Rath-
er, they are telling American women that their
health does not matter because it conflicts
with the Republican Party’s political goals.
How shameful is that?

We can limit the number of abortions while
protecting those few women who face both the
loss of a child and the ability to bear other
children; just as forty states have already
done. We can have a compromise that would
ban late-term abortions, but show under-
standing and compassion for women who face
these most wrenching decisions. However, the
Republicans have blocked us from considering
it and today turn their backs on these few
women purely for political reasons. That is
wrong.

Ultimately, I must vote against H.R. 3660
because it is fundamentally flawed and would
put at risk the life, health, and fertility of
women facing one of the most difficult, an-
guished, and personal decisions imaginable.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

To respond briefly to the gentleman’s
point about the Hoyer-Greenwood bill,
let it be understood that the Hoyer-
Greenwood proposal is not even ger-
mane to the bill under consideration.
That was the ruling of the Chair. That
was straight from the Parliamentar-
ians in the last Congress.

VerDate 20-MAR-2000 00:39 Apr 06, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K05AP7.049 pfrm02 PsN: H05PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1788 April 5, 2000
Let it also be understood that the

Hoyer-Greenwood proposal, by its own
language, would not prohibit any abor-
tion if, in the judgment of the attend-
ing physician, the abortion is nec-
essary to avert serious health con-
sequences to the woman.

The key language there is ‘‘in the
judgment of the attending physician.’’
That gives the abortionists unfettered
discretion to decide whether the proce-
dure would be performed or not.

The proposal that the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) and the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
GREENWOOD), my good friend, have
come forward with is a proposal that is
meaningless. I do not question their
motives, but I will have to say, the re-
sult of their proposal is to ban not a
single abortion at any point in preg-
nancy.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Idaho (Mrs.
CHENOWETH-HAGE).

Mrs. CHENOWETH-HAGE. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
Florida for yielding time to me.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 3660. I have heard some star-
tling debate on this floor delivered by
women who believe that the govern-
ment, the Congress, has absolutely no
business in their personal lives. They
believe that the government has no
business in their doctor’s office.

Well, let us talk about where the rub-
ber really meets the road. That is, our
first responsibility as lawmakers is to
protect life, whether it is to build a
strong military defense system to keep
us protected from foreign invasion, or
whether it is to build a system of laws
that keeps that helpless baby from
being invaded as it is being born.

I rise in strong support of this bill be-
cause I remember that in the Declara-
tion of Independence it clearly states
that, we hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal,
and they have been endowed by their
Creator with certain inalienable rights:
the right to life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness.

I take that seriously, Mr. Speaker.
Yes, our responsibility is to protect
life.

I have also heard the debate that
there are medical necessities for this
procedure. I have to quote former Sur-
geon General Dr. Everett Koop when he
said that ‘‘In no way can I twist in my
mind to see that the late term abortion
as described is a medical necessity for
the mother. It certainly can’t be a
medical necessity for the baby.’’

However, these are precisely the ar-
guments that we are hearing today.
The defenders of this very deplorable
act of partial-birth abortion argue that
it may be a medical necessity. This is
distorted thinking. Let me speak in
their words exactly what they say a
medical necessity is, by definition.

In 1993, William Hamilton, the vice
president of Planned Parenthood, stat-
ed that ‘‘medical necessity’’ means
‘‘anything a doctor and a woman con-

strue to be in her best interest, wheth-
er prenatal care or abortion.’’ And the
National Abortion Rights Action
League is even more outlandish in
their definition of ‘‘medical necessity.’’
They say that ‘‘it is a term which gen-
erally includes the broadest range of
situations for which a State will fund
an abortion.’’

The truth is, Mr. Speaker, the de-
fenders of partial-birth abortion have
no interest in seeing the term ‘‘medical
necessity’’ defined in a proper context.
For them, abortion has become some-
thing that must be defended at all
costs.
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Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3

minutes to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER).

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me the
time.

Mr. Speaker, I regret when we debate
serious issues, somebody can stand up
and make a comment that clearly is
not true, and there is not the oppor-
tunity to give and take.

The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
CANADY) is a bright man. The gen-
tleman is well educated. To say that
my agreement prohibits no abortions is
absolutely, on its face, ludicrous; it
prevents all late-term abortions.

Does it have any exception? Yes. The
gentleman presumably is a well-edu-
cated individual that knows the Con-
stitution of the United States and
knows the constitutional edicts from
the Supreme Court. The gentleman
knows his bill is not constitutional;
that is the irony of the gentleman’s
contention.

In fact, the Hoyer-Greenwood alter-
native is the only alternative that pre-
vents abortions. Joe Scheidler of the
Right to Life Committee, I say to the
gentleman, says not of myself, not of
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
GREENWOOD), not to any of the other
cosponsors, Joe Scheidler says your
bill will not stop one abortion.

Why? The gentleman pretends he is
not even listening; perhaps this is not
important to him.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, if the gen-
tleman would yield himself the time.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. The gen-
tleman wanted to yield to me.

Mr. HOYER. I retain the balance of
my time.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I see that the gentleman does not
want to yield me the time.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, cute debat-
ing tricks on the floor will not hack it,
I say to my friend. Germaneness will
not hack it; hiding behind a parliamen-
tary procedure, which says we are not
going to allow the amendment because
it is not germane, when the gentleman
knows that the Committee on Rules
could say it is germane, because we
want to debate it.

The gentleman’s amendment will not
prevent it, and the gentleman from

Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN) said so on the
floor today. How did the gentleman
from Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN) say it?
He said because if you preclude the pro-
cedure of the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. CANADY), there are three other
procedures to accomplish the same ob-
jective.

The gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
COBURN) said it. He said it less than 3
hours ago. The gentleman from Florida
(Mr. CANADY) cannot get around that.

If the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
CANADY) is going to be intellectually
honest, this is a purely political bill.
This is a serious issue. We ought to
deal with it seriously. We should have
had full debate. We should decide be-
tween ourselves what the legitimate
options are that we can accomplish
within the Constitution to protect the
health of women and protect the lives
of babies.

Your rule did not do that. Your bill
does not do that, and the debate under-
mines the quality of this discussion. It
is unfortunate.

My friends, I tell you, that this legis-
lation that we proposed, the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. GREENWOOD)
and I, is the only piece of legislation
which would have adopted a policy in
the United States of America, which 40
States have adopted, which say that we
are opposed to late-term abortions,
post-viability abortions, the State
should make that criminal.

Do we make exceptions? Of course.
Why? Because the Constitution and Su-
preme Court have said we must, and we
should.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume to respond to the statements
of the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER).

I would simply point the Members of
the House to the language of the gen-
tleman’s proposal, which vests the dis-
cretion to determine whether the abor-
tion will be performed or not in the
hands of the abortionists; that is what
the language is. That is undeniable.

It says, it does not prohibit any abor-
tion if in the judgment of the attending
physician, the abortion is necessary to
avert serious adverse health con-
sequences to the woman. I read that
before; that is the language of the bill.
It is important to understand, that in
putting the gentleman’s proposal in
context, something that Dr. Warren
Hern of Colorado has said, and this is
not a leading authority on abortion, a
leading abortionist. He has written a
textbook on late-term abortions.

And this is what he said, and I quote
him, ‘‘I will certify,’’ Dr. Hern said,
‘‘that any pregnancy is a threat to a
woman’s life and could cause grievous
injury to her physical health.’’

It is clear that when you vest that
discretion, as the proposal of the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER)
would in the abortionists, no abortion
will be ruled out. It will be up to the
abortionist. If the abortionist decides,
the abortion will be performed.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the

gentleman from Texas (Mr. ARMEY).
Mr. ARMEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank

the gentleman from California for
yielding me this time.

Mr. Speaker, when I scheduled this
bill for the floor, I knew that it was
going to be a difficult debate. I under-
stood there would be angry words. I
knew there would be finger pointing
and accusation.

It is not a pleasant debate, Mr.
Speaker, because today we are debat-
ing a very, very cruel and ugly subject.
We are debating whether or not this
Nation will tolerate a procedure that
takes a baby, forces that baby from the
womb, tears the baby’s head open, and
sucks out its brains.

We are debating whether or not this
Nation will tolerate such cruelty,
whether there are other procedures or
not. Let us keep the focus on this hor-
rible, frightening, cruel, beastly behav-
ior. We have all experienced childbirth.
We have all been through it in our own
lives, and we have seen our children go
through it in their lives, whether it
was me with my little baby or my son
with his little baby, that exciting mo-
ment when we reach over and when we
touch our wife’s stomach and we feel
that movement, when she tells us
about the movements that are there;
there is a live baby in that womb.
When we put our ear down to hear the
heartbeat, when we see the sonogram
and we see the little arms, the little
legs and the little features, and finally
in that magic moment find out if our
baby is a boy or a girl, that is a live
baby in that womb. It has feelings.

We all talk about and we stress with
great emphasis the importance of pre-
natal care in the life cycle of a baby’s
health, because we know it is alive. We
know it needs protection and security.
It needs every help it can have. It does
not deserve to be treated at the very
inception of its life with a cruelty that
we would never suffer on to a dumb
animal.

If you cannot see the cruelty, the ab-
ject, inhuman cruelty of this proce-
dure, then I fear for you. There are oth-
ers that would say, why subject us to
this debate, where Members will come
down and show the charts, show the
graphs, show the cruelty and describe
it in vivid and lurid detail. Why put us
through this discomfort? Well, our dis-
comfort here is nothing compared to
the discomfort of that baby.

Still they persist. Why make us
make this vote, suffer this debate,
when we know the President will veto
it and there will not be the votes to
override the veto?

They are asking us here on this floor
today, those of us, myself, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. CANADY),
others, who have so much of our heart
invested in this and so much of our
tears and prayers have been shed for
these babies, why do we try when we
know we cannot possibly succeed?

Mr. Speaker, that same question was
put to Mother Teresa. That same ques-

tion was put to our sainted Mother Te-
resa. Her response, Mr. Speaker, was,
my job and my responsibility is not to
succeed. My job and my responsibility
is to try.

Bless us, those of us from both sides
of the aisle, bless us for having heart
enough, passion enough, compassion
enough, faith enough, to try our very,
very best to end this horrible, cruel,
brutal treatment of what must be
God’s greatest pride, the most innocent
beautiful baby.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. HOLT).

(Mr. HOLT asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. CON-
YERS) for yielding me this time.

Mr. Speaker, the majority leader is
correct, this is a very personal, touch-
ing matter; but I rise in strong opposi-
tion to this bill, this so-called partial-
birth abortion ban. This bill continues
a troubling tendency that we have seen
in this Congress, the tendency for Con-
gress to try to practice medicine.
Whether it is legislation prescribing
pain management or stonewalling on
patients’ rights or restrictions on a
woman’s right to manage her own re-
productive health, this Congress has
again and again tried to come between
patients and their doctors.

Patients make life and death deci-
sions with their doctors every day,
with cancer, with renal disease, with
neurological disease, and any other
number of conditions. Many of these
decisions are not easy and not pretty.
Surely pregnant women deserve no less
protection of their rights than others.
In short, this bill is an insult to
women, and doctors should not be sub-
jected to additional criminal sanctions
in this area.

Now all of us would like to see fewer
abortions performed in this country,
and that is why I support education
and prevention programs to help fami-
lies avoid unwanted pregnancies; but
the question of whether or not to have
an abortion is one of the most difficult
decisions any woman can face. Repro-
ductive health care is a personal, eth-
ical, and medical matter that should be
left to individuals, their doctors, and
their families without interference
from the Government. This legislation
should be rejected.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. BACHUS).

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, when the
partial-birth abortion ban was before
this Congress last year, the opponents
of the act accused the proponents of of-
fensive conduct. What was that offen-
sive conduct? What was that bad taste
that they accused the supporters of the
bill of being guilty of? It was of de-
scribing, of accurately describing, they
admitted that the proponents accu-
rately described the procedure, the act,
and they said that offended them. They

said it was a sorry spectacle for people
to accurately describe what happened
to these late-term babies in their
mother’s womb.

They said it was offensive conduct to
describe how these babies’ bodies were
dismantled, how they were mutilated,
how their young lives were ended.

Let me say that is a sorry spectacle
to describe such an act. As a civilized
society, we should not have to describe
such an act because it should never
occur. Is it not ironic that the very
people who say what a sick thing to do,
what an uncivilized thing to do, what
outrageous conduct, that they are the
very people that rise in this body and
defend the very act?

This act has no place in a civilized
society. It is a violation of our God-
given dignity.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. WEINER), a member of the
committee.

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, this is
the second time of this debate, and
there has been clearly very deep divi-
sions in this House about how to pro-
ceed with it; but, in fact, I think that
when we get behind some of the details
there is an enormous amount of con-
sensus in this Nation on this issue. De-
spite the previous speaker’s conten-
tion, there is very little debate about
the idea that this procedure is one that
the we should try to avoid. There is
very little debate about the idea that
abortions in general happen too fre-
quently and we should try to reduce
their numbers any way that we can.

b 1345
That is a righteous cause. That is

something that we should pursue. That
is why so many of us support the idea
of increasing family planning and edu-
cation and counseling.

There is no doubt that it is desirable
to reduce the number of abortions in
this country. But there is also broad
consensus in this country that the
health and welfare of the woman is also
something that needs to be protected.

The Supreme Court spoke to this elo-
quently in that very difficult decision.
Roe v. Wade did not set up a perfect
system by any ways, but one thing the
court did say very clearly was that the
woman’s right to her health and well-
being exists throughout her pregnancy.

When a recent poll was taken of the
American people, even people who fer-
vently believe that abortion was some-
thing that should be outlawed, they be-
lieved by numbers in the neighborhood
of 80 percent that the woman’s right to
health should be included as an excep-
tion.

So why is it that the majority in con-
sideration of this bill has, not only said
that they oppose that, but they said we
will not even allow it to be considered
on this House floor. They will not even
allow an option to be brought before
this House that might close some of
these gaps, that might make it easier
for those who agree with the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. ARMEY) in his
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statements about how terrible this pro-
cedure is, give us an opportunity to
form a bipartisan consensus to perhaps
reduce the number of truly unneces-
sary abortions if they are existing.

The reason was made clear earlier in
the comments, eloquent and frank by
one of the foremost leaders in this
House against a woman’s right to
choose, the gentleman from New Jer-
sey (Mr. SMITH). He said it, he departed
a little bit from the party line on this,
but spoke frankly and earnestly. He
said this is about getting the camel’s
nose under the tent. This is about
starting the process of chipping away
at a woman’s right to choose her own
health care, a woman’s right to choose,
a doctor’s right to choose. He has been
honest and frank about this that he be-
lieves there should be no abortions in
this country, and this was the first
step.

This is why the American people see
this effort today as being so pernicious.
This is not about trying to find a solu-
tion to a difficult problem. This is
about chipping away at a woman’s
right to health care.

If we were truly going to be honest
about this, we would say exactly what
this is. This is a political exercise for
the seventh time. This is not about
finding that group that the Majority
Leader eloquently spoke about. This is
not about truly finding a solution to
this problem because we had a vehicle
to do that, and the Republicans op-
posed it.

We should oppose this measure
today, but we should make it clear
that, if we protect a woman’s right to
choose, all of our minds are open.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 21⁄2 minutes to the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. WAMP).

(Mr. WAMP asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, did my col-
leagues know that when one puts a frog
in a pot of water and sets it on the
range and slowly turns up the tempera-
ture, the frog will stay in the pot and
boil to death without jumping out. But
if one puts a frog in a pot of boiling
water, it will jump right back out. So
it is with our world today.

The self-indulgence of our society
causes the stark contrast between
right and wrong to be clouded so that
we actually, as a society, tolerate
these type issues.

Mr. Speaker, few politicians have
credibility on the major moral issues of
our day. So who does? The Majority
Leader mentioned Mother Theresa,
probably the most Godly life in the
world during the 20th century. She said
this, ‘‘I feel that the greatest destroyer
of peace today is abortion, because it is
a war against the child, a direct killing
of the innocent child, murder by the
mother herself. And if we accept that a
mother can kill even her own child,
how can we tell other people not to kill
one another? How do we persuade a
woman not to have an abortion? As al-

ways, we must persuade her with love,
and we remind ourselves that love
means willing to be willing to give
until it hurts.’’

She said, ‘‘Many people are also con-
cerned about the violence in this great
country of the United States.’’ She
said, ‘‘These concerns are very good.
But often these same people are not
concerned with the millions who are
being killed by the deliberate decision
of their own mothers. And this is what
is the greatest destroyer of peace
today: abortion, which brings people to
such blindness.’’

She said, and I continue to quote,
‘‘The child is God’s gift to the family.
Each child is created in the special
image and likeness of God for greater
things, to love and to be loved.’’

She closed by saying, ‘‘We cannot
solve all the problems in the world, but
let us never bring in the worst problem
of all, and that is to destroy love. This
is what happens when we tell people to
practice abortion.’’

Mr. Speaker, this great Nation fi-
nally recognized that slavery was
wrong, and we did something about it.
This great Nation must now recognize
that abortion is wrong and adoption is
the option. Let us love our children,
and the world will be a better place.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 21⁄2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. ESHOO).

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. CON-
YERS), the distinguished ranking mem-
ber of the Committee on Judiciary, for
yielding me this time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to
this bill. I am sorry to say that in re-
viewing it it really adds up to a sound
bite, because we are not debating wom-
en’s health and what can be done. We
are not casting a constructive, critical
eye at what can be built in terms of a
system in this country about this issue
of abortion. It is a word that none of us
celebrate. We understand that every
time an abortion takes place in this
country, that it spells failure in some
way, shape, or form.

But it is a debate today about wom-
en’s health. Even the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. HYDE) in his amendment
has an exception for rape and incest, an
exception, and it deals with an excep-
tion to what my colleagues are posing
today.

This bill, in order to understand what
it does, I think my colleagues have to
understand first what it does not do. It
does not outlaw a single method of
late-term abortion that my colleagues
keep repeating over and over again
known medically as intact dilation and
extraction. It does not distinguish be-
tween abortions performed before or
after viability. It does not include any
exceptions for abortions where the life
or the health of the mother is at risk.

Do my colleagues think that life is
tidy for women in this country? Have
they ever heard of a pregnancy that
has gone wrong? Have they ever looked
at or read about the cases where the

fetus is growing without any brain tis-
sue? Do they think that mothers just
go right down the path of celebrating
and saying we are going to abort this
pregnancy? That is an insult to women
in this country. Have my colleagues
ever seen how women’s bodies are
carved up when it comes to a mastec-
tomy?

What is this Congress doing about
women’s health? Today’s debate, Mr.
Speaker, because we are pro-choice
some of us does not mean that we are
pro-abortion. We understand that the
life and the health of the mother needs
to be taken into consideration. That is
what Roe v. Wade says.

It is not a celebration of abortion. We
do not like it. We know that education,
that family planning, that all of these
things, and investment in research in
women’s health to prevent these things
are the most important.

So I rise in opposition to the bill be-
cause the bill does not speak to any of
these things. It is a political sound
bite, and it is a sad day in the House of
Representatives.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. ADERHOLT).

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, today,
as we are considering the Partial Birth
Abortion Ban Act, I want to commend
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. CAN-
ADY) for sponsoring this legislation.
The time has come for us to take firm
and decisive action against this deplor-
able procedure.

Our last attempt to ban partial-birth
abortions failed, but we must continue
to do everything in our power to save
these innocent lives.

But do not take my word for it alone.
Listen to the voice of the medical pro-
fessionals as has been said in here be-
fore today. A number of high ranking
members of the medical community
have voiced their strong opposition to
partial-birth abortions.

As has already been stated that C.
Everett Koop, former Surgeon General,
‘‘Partial-birth abortion is never medi-
cally necessary to protect a mother’s
health or her future fertility. On the
contrary, this procedure can pose a sig-
nificant threat to both.’’

Dr. Pamela Smith at Mount Sinai
Hospital in Chicago has stated that the
abortion methods used in this proce-
dure are associated with a range of
complications, including extensive
bleeding, infertility, and even death.
The majority of partial-birth abortions
are performed on healthy mothers and
healthy babies.

The American Medical Association
itself has stated that they could not
find any identified circumstances in
which the procedure was the only safe
and effective abortion method.

A ‘‘yes’’ vote is a vote to protect the
lives of women and children. It is real-
ly that simple. I ask my colleagues to
join me today and to send a strong
message of protecting the lives of
mothers and infants. Because the
greatness of this Nation that we live in
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is not measured by the Dow Jones In-
dustrial average, it is not measured by
the gross national product. The great-
ness of this country is measured by the
character of its people, the integrity of
its leaders, and how we as a Nation
treat those who are most innocent and
who are most vulnerable.

I would say that the unborn fits
squarely into the middle of that cat-
egory.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). The gentleman from Florida
(Mr. CANADY) has 121⁄2 minutes remain-
ing. The gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
CONYERS) has 101⁄2 minutes remaining.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the distinguished gentle-
woman from California (Ms. PELOSI).

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
CONYERS), the ranking member, for
yielding me this time. I rise in strong
opposition to the so-called Partial
Birth Abortion Act.

Mr. Speaker, everyone in this room
knows that if this Congress succeeds in
this misguided attempt to play doctor,
not one abortion will be prevented.
This is a very sad debate today. Abor-
tion is a failure in every respect. We
want to keep them safe, and we want
to keep them legal.

But when they are medically nec-
essary to save the life of the mother or
to protect her future fertility, would
not one want one’s daughter to have
that option or one’s wife?

It is so sad also, because this body
has been prevented from debating the
Hoyer-Greenwood substitute or amend-
ment which would declare what we all
believe, that no one wants late-term
abortions, and that we would only
agree to this procedure in the case of
life of the mother or future fertility of
the mother.

So to bring charges against a doctor
for saving a mother’s life or her future
fertility and the family that she would
like to have is cruel and unusual pun-
ishment. I urge my colleagues to vote
against this legislation.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT).

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I grew up
in the age before Roe v. Wade. In those
days, the idea of killing a baby in the
womb because it was inconvenient
would not even occur to the average in-
dividual. Elective abortion on demand,
taxpayer funded abortions, no way.
Certainly never in my wildest dreams
would I have thought that one day I
would be standing on the floor of the
United States House of Representatives
arguing against a practice in which a
defenseless little baby, partially deliv-
ered, and moments before taking its
first breath outside the womb, would
be stabbed in the skull by an abor-
tionist who would then extract the
baby’s brains, causing the skull to col-
lapse, killing the powerless child.
Sadly, that is how far we have come in
the last three decades, or should I say
that is how far we have fallen.

The American Medical Association
says about partial-birth abortion, it is
‘‘not good medicine’’ and ‘‘it is not
medically indicated in any situation.’’

We often hear from Members of this
body talking about helping the little
guy, looking out for the little guy.
Well, I would say to my colleagues on
the left, this is their chance to look
out for truly the little guy and the, oh,
so little girls, the helpless, the defense-
less, the powerless, the most vulner-
able of all of us. This is their chance to
finally put a stop to such senseless as-
saults on those who cannot defend
themselves.

Mr. Speaker, those of us who support
this legislation hold little hope that
our President will see the light. He has
made his pact with the extremists in
the abortion industry and their vocal
accomplices. But we cannot ever con-
cede this issue. We can never sur-
render.

Let us have a powerful show of sup-
port for this legislation. Let us send a
passionate message to the President
that there is no place in a civilized so-
ciety for the barbaric practice of par-
tial-birth abortion. Let us cast an over-
whelming vote in favor of innocent
human life.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. GREEN-
WOOD).
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Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker I

thank the gentleman for yielding me
this time.

Why are we here today? What are we
doing here? The advocates of this legis-
lation have said that we are here to
save lives, to prevent abortions. But
that is not true. It is not what we are
doing here. This bill is going to be ve-
toed, as it has before. And there are
not the votes in the United States Sen-
ate to override that veto, and there is
no one in this Chamber who will hon-
estly argue otherwise. No one will
stand up after I do and say, oh, this is
going to become law; this will have an
effect in America, because they know
it is not true.

No, this is all about politics. It is not
about saving lives. It is not about win-
ning hearts. It is about saving seats in
the Congress. It is about winning seats
in the Congress. It is not about making
law. It is about making noise.

If the advocates of this bill wanted to
make law, they had their chance ear-
lier today. They would have supported
the right of the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER) and myself to offer
our amendment. That is how we make
law. Our amendment would ban the so-
called partial-birth abortion and all
form of late-term abortions. But it
would have made exceptions, reason-
able exceptions that Americans sup-
port; exceptions to prevent the loss of
life of the mother and exceptions to
protect the health of the pregnant
woman when it is seriously, seriously,
and that was the emphasis of our
amendment, seriously at risk.

But the problem that the supporters
had with our amendment is it probably
would have passed; would have been
signed into law. We would have made
progress in reducing the number of
abortions in this country. We actually
would have accomplished something
besides a lot of sound and fury. But, in-
stead, once again, we play abortion pol-
itics. We confuse the American public,
and we prove once again that politics
overrides policy.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 1 minute to the gentleman
from California (Mr. BILBRAY).

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, an in-
quiry of the author of this bill.

Many of us have watched the gentle-
man’s presentation on the floor. The
term partial-birth abortion, to a lay-
man and to most physicians, would be
perceived to be what is called dilation
and extraction. Is that the procedure
that the gentleman intends to outlaw
with this bill?

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. BILBRAY. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Florida.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. The gen-
tleman is correct.

Mr. BILBRAY. Reclaiming my time,
Mr. Speaker, is there any other proce-
dure related to abortion that it is the
gentleman’s intention to outlaw with
this bill?

Mr. CANADY of Florida. If the gen-
tleman will continue to yield, the an-
swer is no.

Mr. BILBRAY. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the clarification on this very,
very important line of demarcation be-
tween the woman’s right of choice and
the outlawing of this very, very hid-
eous procedure.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ).

(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to oppose the bill and to express my
grave disappointment that we are hav-
ing a debate that could have been
avoided if only policy had won out over
politics.

If my colleagues were truly inter-
ested in good public policy that would
become law, we would be debating the
Hoyer-Greenwood bill, a superior alter-
native that provides the most broad-
based restriction on late-term abor-
tions of any bill being considered in the
House; a proposal that ensures that no
healthy woman, with a healthy fetus,
can terminate her pregnancy in the
third trimester regardless of the type
of procedure used.

I strongly support these restrictions
and always have. But for the life and
extreme health threats to the mother,
I know of no compelling reason to ter-
minate a pregnancy at this late stage,
and the Hoyer-Greenwood alternative
would have banned all such procedures.
Equally important from a good public
policy perspective is that it would have
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become law. The President has said
that he would sign those tough stand-
ards set in Hoyer-Greenwood.

But rather than to work to enact
meaningful restrictions on late-term
abortions, which we all agree should be
limited, we are again engaging in a
purely political debate. My Republican
colleagues even oppose what Governor
Bush, the candidate for President, has
governed under in Texas, which has a
law that is even broader than Hoyer-
Greenwood. It says that no abortion
may be performed in the third tri-
mester on a viable fetus unless nec-
essary to preserve the woman’s life or
prevent a ‘‘substantial risk of serious
impairment to her physical or mental
health, or if the fetus has a severe and
irreversible abnormality.’’ That is the
law in the State of Texas. That is the
law that Governor Bush has been oper-
ating under during the last 5 years as
governor of the State of tax.

It is a law similar to the 40 laws that
have been passed in the different
States that have such meaningful late-
term abortion restrictions. It is what
Hoyer-Greenwood would have given us
the opportunity to do. But my Repub-
lican colleagues chose politics over pol-
icy, and they are not saving one life
with their legislation.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. ENGEL)

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time.

Mr. Speaker, this is all about poli-
tics. Everyone knows that the Presi-
dent is going to veto this bill, and
there are not sufficient votes in the
other body to override. So why are we
doing this? The Republican leadership
has decided this is an election year, let
us once again put up this bill and let us
try to get emotions flying.

Make no mistake about it, my col-
leagues, this is the start of attempts to
erode Roe v. Wade, an attempt to drive
women to the back alleys where abor-
tions will not be prevented but will be
performed under unsafe conditions re-
sulting in the deaths of many, many
women.

I cannot understand my Republican
colleagues who profess, on the one
hand, to say that the Government
should get out of private lives; that the
Government should not intrude on per-
sonal decisions, but they want the Gov-
ernment to intrude on the most per-
sonal decision made between a woman
and her doctor, her family and her God.
Makes no sense to me whatsoever.

I would like to tell a personal story.
Six years ago my wife gave birth to a
beautiful boy named Phillip. Many of
my colleagues know him. It was a preg-
nancy that was unplanned; that was
not expected. He is 7 years younger
than my youngest child. My wife be-
came pregnant at age 40 and gave birth
at age 41, and we were concerned about
the risks. I am pro-choice; my wife is
pro-choice. We are not pro-abortion.
There is a difference. We made the
choice.

The choice was to have this beautiful
child. There was much testing, there
was much heartwrenching, and he is
the apple of my eye. But every woman,
every family, every couple has the
right to make that personal choice,
particularly if it should involve the
health of the mother. And having no
exemption in this bill for the health
and well-being of the mother, I think is
an attempt by this body to impose its
will on the most personal decision that
a wife or a husband and wife or a fam-
ily will make.

This bill ought to be defeated.
Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield

myself 2 minutes to inquire of the dis-
tinguished manager of the bill, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. CANADY), if it
is not true that he has circulated a let-
ter about the same bill, then numbered
1833, to our colleagues in which he said
that ‘‘this bill bans any abortion in
which the person performing the abor-
tion partially vaginally delivers a liv-
ing fetus before killing the fetus and
completing the delivery. The ban would
have the effect of prohibiting any abor-
tion in which a child was partially de-
livered and then killed no matter what
the,’’ he calls, ‘‘abortionist decides to
call his particular technique.’’

In other words, the gentleman is say-
ing that his ban would apply to any
abortion method. Does the gentleman
recall the letter that was circulated?

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. CONYERS. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Florida.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. The state-
ment in the letter is absolutely accu-
rate.

The terminology that happens to be
applied to the procedure is not what is
at issue. It is a matter of fact, however,
that the procedure which exists, which
is used, which would come within the
scope of this bill is the dilation and ex-
traction procedure, which we just dis-
cussed in the colloquy with the gen-
tleman from California.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-
ing my time, I thank the gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, this is a general de-
scription that is being used, and the
ban would, as the gentleman said, have
the effect of prohibiting any abortion
in which a child was partially deliv-
ered.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. If the gen-
tleman would further yield, the lan-
guage of the bill has been changed
since that letter was circulated to
make clear that the child actually has
to be partially delivered not just into
the birth canal but outside of the
mother’s body. And the only procedure
that does that is the one I have de-
scribed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). The gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. CONYERS) has 11⁄2 minutes re-
maining; and then the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CANADY) will have the
closing statement.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the balance of my time to the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. INSLEE).

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong opposition to this bill, and I do
so arm in arm with the people of the
First District of the State of Wash-
ington, who, when presented with an
initiative 2 years ago to do what this
bill does, rejected it soundly 60 percent
to 39 percent.

Now, why did the people of the First
District do that? They are uncomfort-
able with late-term abortions, as we all
are. So why did they reject the exact
bill so adamantly that the majority
now proposes? Two reasons. They have
common sense, and they got it.

They understood and understand that
this bill and that initiative could ban
the woman’s right of choice at any
time during the pregnancy, at any time
taking away that woman’s right of
choice which has been constitutionally
recognized. They got it. Some do not
get it here.

Secondly, they had the common
sense to understand that a woman’s
health rights ought to be recognized if
we are going to pass statute. It is com-
mon sense that a woman’s health ought
to be taken into consideration, which
this bill does not recognize one iota.
They rejected that, and America re-
jects this bill because it is an exercise
in politics rather than in policy.

And let me just say one thing per-
sonal to my friends across the aisle. We
would do much better for American,
and we would prevent many more abor-
tions if we spent more time preventing
teenage pregnancy than making polit-
ical statements.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. CANADY) has
91⁄2 minutes remaining.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield the balance of my time to
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
HYDE).

(Mr. HYDE asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I cannot
imagine any subject more important
than the one we debate today. This de-
bate is not about religious doctrine or
even about policy options. It is a de-
bate about our understanding of human
dignity, what it means to be a member
of the human family, even though tiny,
powerless and unwanted.

Yesterday, we discussed organ trans-
plants, another life-and-death issue.
But today’s debate goes beyond that to
the issue of whether one radical med-
ical procedure, called partial-birth
abortion, is an acceptable exercise of a
woman’s right to choose. And by the
way, that choice is either a dead baby
or a live baby. That is the choice,
whether it is a woman’s right to choose
or whether it is the surgical butchery
of what a prominent pro-choice Sen-
ator called infanticide.

We are knee deep in a culture of
death. The cheapening of life is dem-
onstrated in the high school shootings,
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the coarsening of our national con-
science by our entertainment industry,
the fact that since Roe v. Wade in 1973
there have been 35 million abortions.
We are knee deep in a culture of death.

I should ask the people who support
this procedure to forgive my use of the
word abortion. I know they dislike that
harsh word. They prefer euphemisms
like termination of a pregnancy. Every
pregnancy terminates at the end of 9
months. Or ‘‘removal of the products of
conception.’’ And the word killing is to
be avoided like the plague. So the little
infant is not killed, but rather ‘‘under-
goes demise.’’ But as the great heavy-
weight boxer Joe Louis said about his
one-time opponent Billy Conn years
ago, ‘‘You can run, but you can’t hide.’’
And we cannot hide from the ugly re-
ality of partial-birth infanticide.

To those who think that the phrase
‘‘sanctity of life’’ is too theological, al-
though we are kind of comfortable with
the sanctity of an oath or the sanctity
of a contract, I suggest the notion of
human dignity is interchangeable and
appropriate.

b 1415

Now, the Declaration of Independ-
ence, an awkward document in this de-
bate, proclaims the right to life is an
endowment from the Creator and is an
inalienable right.

Have my colleagues ever seen a doc-
tor have a card that says ‘‘eyes, ear,
nose, throat, and abortionist?’’ Some-
how, there is something bad about that
word. So when an abortionist plunges
his scissors into the back of the neck of
his tiny, squirming, struggling-to-live
victim, he has obliterated and utterly
irrevocably destroyed that little in-
fant’s right to life and his human dig-
nity.

Oh, we posture, we pronounce about
human rights, everybody’s human
rights, whether in China or Serbia or
Colombia. Well, not everybody’s human
rights, because we deny any rights to
the target of every abortion.

PETA, People for the Ethical Treat-
ment of Animals, God how I wish we
had one for humans, especially the
tiny, powerless, defenseless ones who
find themselves innocently inconven-
ient.

We talk about our birthright. By
what right do we steal anyone’s birth-
right? But that is what happens in
every abortion. We treat the unborn as
a thing, desensitized, dehumanized, de-
personalized thing, to be discarded
with the other junk.

Charles Peguy, a French novelist,
once said, ‘‘If you possess the truth and
remain silent, you become the accom-
plice of liars and forgers.’’

So long as we tolerate this dehuman-
izing procedure, so long as we do not
draw a line in the sand, we become
guilty accomplices in the slaughter.

Lady Macbeth can speak for us when
she says, ‘‘all the perfumes of Arabia
will not sweeten this little hand.’’

Everyone in this Chamber, everyone
in this Chamber, has ancestors that

reach back in an unbroken chain of hu-
manity through forgotten millennia to
the first man and woman. And so, we
here and now are alive because our an-
cestors successfully ran the marathon
of life, surviving wars, famines, floods,
earthquakes, disease, the four Horse-
men of the Apocalypse. But they sur-
vived. They endured through it all.

What a cosmic tragedy for this little
one four-fifths born to have his life
snuffed out as he is about to cross the
finish line of that millennia long mara-
thon.

But here at the beginning of the 21st
century, have we traveled very far
from those societies who behead their
criminals? And what crime has this
tiny, struggling, four-fifths born infant
committed? The crime of being un-
wanted.

Oh, we have unwanted people, the
homeless. But they have eyes to weep
with. They have voices to cry out with.
And when we do pay attention occa-
sionally, we provide them with shelter.
But not the little ones about to ‘‘un-
dergo demise.’’

I recommend my colleagues avert
their eyes and take solace in the fact
that the torture of partial-birth abor-
tion takes only the time it takes to
stab the little baby in the back of the
neck and the little flailing arms and
legs stiffen at the moment of truth.

Look, in this advanced democracy, in
the year 2000, is it our crowning
achievement that we have learned to
treat people as things? We are not de-
bating policy options. This is a debate
about our understanding of human dig-
nity. Our moment in history is marked
by a mortal conflict between a culture
of life and a culture of death.

God put us in the world to do noble
things, to love and to cherish our fel-
low human beings, not to destroy
them. Today we must choose sides.

When Napoleon died, somebody said,
God finally got bored with him. I really
am afraid God is going to be bored with
us, especially if we do not put that line
in the sand.

Support this excellent bill. Step back
from the abyss.

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, today is a
sad day. The Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives are forced to confront the Presi-
dent and overwhelmingly approve a ban on
the abhorrent abortion procedure known as
partial-birth abortion. Mr. Speaker, the Presi-
dent has repeatedly vetoed this legislation.
Our goal is to unequivocally end this immoral,
unhealthy and unnecessary procedure. Con-
gress passed bans on partial-birth abortions in
both the 104th and 105th Congresses. And
today, in the second session of the 106th
Congress, the House will once again express
its will—the voice of the American people—
that partial birth abortions be stopped.

Since 1995, thirty states have enacted laws
banning partial-birth abortions. Although many
of these laws have not taken effect because of
temporary or permanent injunctions, they
clearly indicate the growing national move-
ment against the frivolous waste of human life
and the culture of death. Lifestyle should
never come at the expense of Life.

Mr. Speaker, one of the reasons Congress
must continually defend the lives of unborn
children from abortionists is the Roe v. Wade
decision. This is a subject about which I am
particularly concerned. I hereby submit for the
RECORD my address delivered to the Preg-
nancy Resource Center of Northeast Colo-
rado, Fort Morgan, Colorado, on January 22,
2000.

27 YEARS OF ROE V. WADE

JUSTICE TO ALL LIVING HUMANS, BORN AND
UNBORN

In just a few hours our planet will have
made its 22nd full revolution since that long
anticipated night when we ushered in a new
millennium, a new century, and a New Year.
I’ll admit now, I was a bit anxious about the
whole ‘‘Y2K’’ thing, although outwardly, I
dismissed the predictions of power outages,
water shortages, and financial crashes as
‘‘silly.’’

Just before we were to leave for a New
Year’s Eve party, my wife Maureen returned
from the grocery store to find me on the
back porch filling up my daughter’s swim-
ming pool and some five-gallon cans with
water. ‘‘What are you doing out here in the
cold?’’ she asked. ‘‘Oh!’’ I said embarrassed.
‘‘Checking for leaks.’’

I turned off the hose and rushed in to help
my wife put away the groceries—which in-
cluded about $50 worth of batteries! Now, you
have to understand, she holds a Ph.D. in
Electrical Engineering. When she gets nerv-
ous, I get nervous. She said, ‘‘Well, we just
never seem to have them when we need
them, and, by the way, good thinking on the
water.’’

Of course we now reflect on the turn of the
millennium with a certain amount of amuse-
ment and remember all those TV news an-
chors grasping for things to say, reaching for
laborious words to fill up the air time which
might otherwise have been devoted to dis-
aster. It turned out like the opening of Al
Capone’s safe. Nothing there. Nothing re-
markable. Nothing changed. Our lives went
on uninterrupted. Our world just kept re-
volving.

And here in America, our country was still
the only country on the planet to recognize
abortion as a constitutional right—a right
that has been exercised 40 million times
since it was first fabricated on this day in
1973. Despite the benevolent advice of our
government, which it mandates be printed
on every bottle of holiday champagne, the
very unborn babies we are urged to protect
still face more than a 1 in 4 chance they
won’t even make it out of the womb.

This 22nd day of the millennium marks the
27th year since Roe v. Wade, when our gov-
ernment stripped from the unborn child the
fundamental Right to Life. Prior to that,
fetuses were still babies, and the Constitu-
tion protected them, just like the Declara-
tion of Independence suggests it should.

Somehow, those black-robed despots of the
Court presumed to know better than God
Himself. For 197 years, America had always
accepted as ‘‘self evident’’ and true ‘‘that all
men are created equal, that they are en-
dowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, among them are Life’’
and all the rest.

Tonight I want to congratulate this Pro-
Life Alliance assembled here, because you
have not abandoned that opening precept of
our American Declaration. Nor have you
abandoned the self-evident Truth that, re-
gardless of the opinions of Washington,
D.C.’s elite, the natural, God-given Rights of
the unborn are still very much in force.

Your very presence here tonight reinforces
it. Your money, your time, and most of all,
your prayers are all testimony to the uni-
fying force of the Creator and the true be-
nevolence of Divine Providence. Indeed, it
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was 2000 years ago that He revealed to the
world the way of victory over death, through
a Child.

And it is because of the promise of the
Christ Child that we know, beyond a shadow
of a doubt, that God hears our prayers for all
souls. He hears our prayers that His mercy
be generously dispensed upon the souls of the
unborn, the souls of their mothers, their fa-
thers, and even their executioners and all
those who, through their own weakness, have
become the counselors of darkness.

Our prayer and our mission here tonight is
for life. Friends, the simple fact is, at abor-
tion mills across the country, there is simply
too much death, and too much violence. It is
wrong, and it must stop. Whether per-
petrated against the unborn, or any other
human being, violence and premature death
is always wrong.

The Greeks used to say ‘‘in prosperity it is
very easy to find a friend, but in adversity it
is the most difficult of all things.’’ I’m most
fortunate to have some good friends here to-
night who are not afraid of adversity, and
I’m honored that they’re here, especially,
State Senator Marilyn Musgrave. She is one
of the true heroines of Colorado politics, and
among the strongest voices at the Capitol for
those least able to defend themselves.

I’m extremely pleased to see young people
who are concerned about human life, because
I think the single most important responsi-
bility of any society is the transmission of
values from one generation to the next. That
is of critical importance in a free society. We
understand freedom, and true freedom means
making choices that have real impact.

Self-government means that we make deci-
sions that literally shape the future. Imagine
that, God the Creator of origin allows us to
be the creator of the future. We shape the
world. The powerful meaning of that is per-
haps articulated best in the Fifth Book of
Moses, more commonly called Deuteronomy.
Here, God says, ‘‘I call heaven and earth to
witness against you this day, that I have set
before you life and death, blessing and curse;
therefore, chose life, that you and your de-
scendents may live.’’

Now, let me tell you how politicians read
this.

Most politicians read Scripture like a set
of statutes. There must be some loopholes in
here, right? Maybe we can send this to the
Rules Committee with a ‘‘motion to in-
struct’’ that will make it easier to deal with
if and when it ever comes time to vote. Per-
haps this really doesn’t matter as long as a
quorum is not present.

Well, as a politicians and a Christian, this
verse really speaks to me. It reminds me of
the media. Let me repeat it. ‘‘I call heaven
and earth to witness against you this day.’’
I have lots of friends who are reporters. I’ve
developed a certain level of camaraderie
with some of them. Eventually you feel com-
fortable talking off the record about politics,
personalities, and ideas—just shooting the
breeze.

But when that reporter switches on the
tape recorder, or flips open the notebook, it’s
time to get serious. My actions are now a
matter of, well, a matter of record. Deuter-
onomy tells us the choices we all make are
recorded in heaven. I remember quite vividly
when my high school religion teacher de-
scribed this within the context of ‘‘free
will.’’

The verse continues, ‘‘I’ve set before you
life and death, blessing and curse; therefore
choose life, that you and your descendants
may live.’’ You see God gives us the widest
latitude in deciding. And more often than
not the choices He gives us are black and
white, polar opposites, sometime diamet-
rically opposed: Life vs. death. Blessing vs.
cursing. In these and lesser cases, the

choices we make are important not just for
ourselves. No, these choices are eternal and
have an impact upon those who follow us.

As a United States Congressman, I’m
asked to make lots of these big decisions.
The challenge is to make choices that will
make the future brighter than today. Those
choices are not always easy to make. Being
a leader is sometimes unpleasant.

When our leaders are unable to evaluate
profound decisions within the proper context
of ‘‘life or death, blessing or cursing,’’ they
are prone to consult their pollsters. In fact,
these kinds of policymakers are sometimes
pejoratively referred to as ‘‘poll vaulters.’’

Poll vaulting is when you take a public
opinion poll, find out where everyone’s
going, use the poll to vault yourself ahead of
the crowd. When the crowd finally arrives at
the point you’re at, you say, ‘‘I was here
first. I’m the leader.’’

If you think I exaggerate let me describe
this advertisement from a political trade
magazine. Across the top it says, ‘‘ABOR-
TION! Right to life? Women’s rights? State
laws?’’ The copy says, ‘‘As an elected offi-
cial, do you really know what your constitu-
ents think about these issues? Legislators
can’t afford to be out of step with voters on
this emotional issue. Let us design and con-
duct a survey of voters in your district, to
help you develop your position on this most
divisive issue of the decade.’’

Friends, this is what’s sick about Wash-
ington. This is not leadership. This is poll
vaulting, and today we see elected officials
in the highest offices in the land conducting
polls every day to measure what they think
we want to hear, and to carefully calculate
the exact language so as to say it precisely
right. What America needs are fewer politi-
cians telling us what we want to hear, and
more leaders who profess the truth.

It seems so simple, until you realize, our
failure to address this phenomenon in our
Churches, Synagogues, businesses, in the
media, and yes, even our failure at the ballot
box, has resulted in 40 million abortions.
Friends, this is no small matter. And frank-
ly, we should be winning because all the ad-
vantages are on our side.

Since our politicians read the polls, let’s
see what the polls say. First, let’s get beyond
the ‘‘pro-life, pro-choice’’ labels. You can
give me a parachute and drop me out of a
plane anywhere in America. In three of the
five places I might land, the first person I see
when asked, ‘‘are you pro-choice,’’ will an-
swer ‘‘yes;’’ because ‘‘choice’’ is a powerful
word, and no one wants to be against choice.
That, by the way, goes for me. Yes, I’m pro-
choice. The more choices the better as far as
I’m concerned. In fact, in order to choose
you must first be alive which is another rea-
son I oppose abortion.

Now, The Chronicle of Higher Education
recently found that among 250,000 entering
college freshmen, support for legal abortion
is at its lowest level since 1979. At UCLA, for
example, 53.5 percent said they agreed abor-
tion should be legal. That’s 3% down from
the previous year. I mention UCLA because I
thought the number would be much higher
there.

A 1998 New York Times/CBS poll found
only 15 percent of Americans believe a
woman should be permitted to have an abor-
tion during the second trimester of preg-
nancy. Only 7 percent of women should be
permitted to have an abortion during the
last three months of pregnancy.

A recent Wirthlin poll found only 21 per-
cent believe that abortion should be legal for
any reason during the first three months of
pregnancy. Only 9 percent feel abortion
should be legal at any time during pregnancy
and for any reason.

Most encouraging is that same Wirthlin
poll found most Americans believe abortion

should not be permitted after signs of life
can be detected. A lopsided 61 percent dis-
agree with the statement ‘‘abortion should
be permitted after fetal brainwaves are de-
tected.’’ Fifty eight percent agree with the
statement, ‘‘abortion should not be per-
mitted after the fetal heartbeat has begun.’’

What that says friends is that most people
in America understand that choosing an
abortion is a choice of diametrically opposed
outcomes—that it should not be taken light-
ly. And don’t think for a minute the value of
human life is not considered. And that is an
admission that, with rare exception, we all
recognize the termination of a human life,
and we all know it.

The beating of a heart. I saw that just a
month ago. At the Schaffer house, we’re all
excited. Our fifth baby is due one month
from today, on George Washington’s birth-
day.

I went in for the well check with Maureen.
I told the doctor I’d never seen an actual
ultra sound. I’d only seen the still photos. He
wheeled the cart in and said, ‘‘what do you
want to look at?’’ I said the whole enchilada,
head to toe. That’s just what I got to see.

I counted all ten toes, fingers too. In fact
I saw a hand opening and closing. I’m no doc-
tor, but it looked to me like little George is
a Georgette. Doctor Hoffman pretty much
agreed but wouldn’t guarantee. The girls
seem to be pretty modest even before they’re
born and this one didn’t make it easy to see.
At any rate, my wife tells me I better come
up with a better name. My apologies to any
Georgettes in the audience tonight.

I gazed at that ultrasound screen, and
watched in real time, our baby’s heart beat-
ing, just as it has been beating ever since
somewhere between days 18 and 21, which is
before most women find out for sure they’re
pregnant.

And I thought to myself, 40 million tiny
beating hearts. How can any sane society
tolerate 40 million abortions? Have the peo-
ple at NARAL, NOW, and Planned Parent-
hood seen one of these ultrasounds? I’m sure
most of them have. All my ‘‘proabortion’’
colleagues in the Congress? Do you suppose
they’ve seen one of these? Surely they must
have.

Then why does it seem like there’s so
many more of them and not enough of us?

I’ll tell you why. The pro-abortion move-
ment in America has plotted a campaign-
style strategy that assumes we are all idiots.
They want us to believe women are somehow
degraded when caring, compassionate people
talk about the Rights of their offspring.

Unfortunately, it seems the first people to
buy all that baloney are politicians. Just
yesterday, the Rocky Mountain News ran a
story about an abortion rally that took place
this week on the Statehouse steps in Denver.

One of the people I serve with in Congress
was pictured there and quoted saying, ‘‘We
can’t afford to be complacent.’’ According to
the News, ‘‘he added he wanted to make sure
his 9-year-old daughter would have the same
freedom of reproductive choice enjoyed by
women today. ‘Our daughters are counting
on us.’ ’’ Well I say, our daughters are indeed
counting on us, but not for more abortions.

Well, the first thing we need to do is quit
feeling like a minority and start acting like
a majority, because we are. We need to stop
blaming the media, stop blaming Planned
Parenthood, because we know on any given
day a strong majority of Americans agree
with us. And if we can’t convince our neigh-
bors that nothing in our society is more im-
portant than human life, then we are simply
not trying hard enough.

Our greatest weapon is the truth. Dr. John
C. Wilke, who before becoming president of
the National Right to Life Committee, was
president of the Ohio Right to Life, first im-
pressed this upon me. He came to my high
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school in Cincinnati. I was proud to march
beside him in Washington, D.C. 20 years ago
in the annual pro-life march on the nation’s
capital.

He taught about the fundamental truths
that relate to abortion. No matter what your
faith, your culture, or even your opinion
about abortion rights, there are certain un-
deniable truths.

Fact: From the moment of conception, this
being is alive. It is not dead. In fact, the
more science knows about fetal develop-
ment, the more science has confirmed that
the beginning of any one human life, bio-
logically speaking, begins at the union of his
father’s sperm and his mother’s ovum, a
process called ‘‘conception.’’

Fact: This being is distinctly human with
46 human chromosomes, male or female (not
an ‘‘it’’) complete, alive, and growing. These
live human beings possess the ability to
change our lives, change our communities,
and to change our world. That’s not a con-
demnation. That’s a tribute to human exist-
ence, and it is awesome. And since the 1960’s
we have raised a generation that places less
importance upon the awesome responsibility
of creating a child. Even in this room, how
many of our own children understand this
sacred act—a man and woman becoming one
in the same flesh, sanctified by God, the re-
sult of which is human life?

Oh we might have said the words, and had
the discussion with our kids, but look what
we’re competing against. They’re bombarded
everywhere they turn with secular messages
that promote destruction over life.

It’s everywhere, at school, on the internet,
on the radio, the TV, it comes in the mail,
from the neighborhood. Even my mother,
gave my 12 year old twin girls some stupid
book about boys as a gift. I had to take it
away, but that’s a story I don’t need to get
into. There are even some ministers of the
Gospel who will preach that the quality of
one’s life is of equal or greater concern than
life itself. I don’t deny that quality is impor-
tant, but if quality comes first, then we have
invented a formula to end world hunger,
homelessness, disease and suffering by sim-
ply killing all those afflicted. If quality is
supreme, then abortion rights activists have
invented a doctrine that justifies even the
most horrific mass executions throughout
the history of human civilization.

Friends, our battle is for the truth. This
war will not be won by the Supreme Court. It
will not be won in Washington. Yes, there
are some battles there to be won or lost but
the real contest for the heart must be won in
communities like ours all across the coun-
try.

Even Jesus Christ Himself said, ‘‘render
unto Caesar that which belongs to Caesar,
and to God what is God’s.’’ The souls of the
children belong to God. Take it from me, the
bureaucracy does not care. The bureaucracy
cannot love. I was there at that famous Na-
tional Prayer Breakfast when Mother Teresa
lectured the President and the Congress.
There is no such thing as an unwanted child
she said. If you don’t want your child, ‘‘give
it to me,’’ she said. True to her word, her
Sisters of Charity have never turned away an
unwanted child.

Fortunately for us the founders understood
this. They even understood Deuteronomy,
the concept of free will. They built a govern-
ment upon the belief that Americans should
be trusted while acknowledging there would
always be treacherous risk that some Ameri-
cans would make the wrong choices. But
total freedom is also the only way for the
people to keep their government honest and
frankly, the only chance for true honor, in-
tegrity, and virtue to exist—the very kind of
qualities heaven and earth have been called
to record this day against us.

You know, sometimes doing what’s right is
just hard work. Actually, it usually is easy if
you think about it, but sometimes it’s very
difficult, inconvenient. God knows this.

If we’re going to be concerned about
whether a child lives, then we also have to be
concerned about the rest of her day when
she’s 2 years old, 6 years old, 9 years old, and
so on. That’s what crisis pregnancy centers
are all about, and that’s why we’re here to-
night. We know that if any child is mislead
to believe his life, at any time, didn’t mat-
ter, or doesn’t matter, or might not matter,
then we have loosened the ties that all chil-
dren need to their community, to one an-
other, to their mother, and to God. Abortion
dissolves this bond, and without it children
will inevitably turn against their parents
and other children.

Let me begin to close by bringing us back
to what we have failed to communicate to
the nation, and where we have failed Amer-
ica in my judgment. We have not had the
moral courage to stand up and say that the
expense of ignoring the truth is death, mis-
ery, human degradation, and the loss of op-
portunity and dignity for millions of hu-
mans.

When people define freedom as an eight-
foot bubble on your way to an abortion mill,
it trivializes the protective bubble we really
ought to be concerned about, which is the
womb. What kind of society is it that makes
free speech on a public sidewalk a crime, and
then dismisses the silent screams of 1.2 mil-
lion abortions performed this year as mat-
ters of privacy?

And I’m sick and tired of the double stand-
ard that allows the Clinton administration
on one day, to send American soldiers into
battle halfway around the globe, because
ethnic cleansing is terrible; and then the
next day open up the White House to abor-
tion lobbyists. It is their industry that dis-
proportionately preys upon the children of
black and Latino mothers, effectively wag-
ing a more sinister and more viscous kind of
ethnic cleansing right in our own backyard.

When put in that perspective, the people of
any country in the world have every right to
be as appalled by abortion in America as we
are appalled when we see pictures of dead
children in the streets of Kosovo. The same
people who advocate free needles for heroin
addicts, who offer condoms and Depo-
Provera to children in Title X clinics behind
their parents’ backs, who describe ‘‘safe sex’’
as anything outside of marriage, and who
gleefully tell about the drugs they ‘‘didn’t
inhale,’’ cause people to die.

They’re the same ones who have been will-
ing to embrace moral degradation in our
schools, and tolerate this pestilent pre-
occupation with death, and attack the fam-
ily. These people are just as guilty as the kid
who pulls the trigger on his friends.

And for generations we’ve lacked the nerve
and courage to stand up and say, ‘‘I’m not
going anywhere until this community is safe
for every child!’’

This is about our children. It’s about
human life. Even today, the rest of the world
looks to us for security because they’ve read
our Declaration of Independence, and they
assume we’re serious about it. That’s why
American troops are deployed to missions all
around the planet at this very moment.

And so while our sons and daughters in
uniform secure peace and save lives in places
like Bosnia, East Timor, Haiti, Kosovo, and
Korea, don’t you think we owe them the
same kind of courage here at home? To show
them that what they defend matters? That
the truth is for real and it’s important?

In 1987 Ted Koppel spoke about truth be-
fore the graduating class of Duke University.
He explained how ‘‘we have spent five thou-
sand years as a race of rational human

beings trying to drag ourselves out of the
primeval slime by searching for truth.’’

Now this is Ted Koppel, the guy on
Nightline . . . a journalist. He said, ‘‘our so-
ciety finds truth too strong a medicine to di-
gest undiluted. In its purest form truth is
not a polite tap on the shoulder; it is a howl-
ing reproach.

‘‘What Moses brought down from Mount
Sinai were not the ten suggestions . . . they
were Commandments. Are, not were.’’

Friends, I’ve spoken tonight for a long
time about three things: free will, the ugly
truth about abortion, and moral decay.

As a Catholic, I’m a great admirer of the
Holy Father Pope John Paul II. Regardless
of whether you’re a Catholic, his message
about the times we are in is one for us all.

This year, the Jubilee Year 2000, is a spe-
cial moment. For all Christians it is a year
of great anticipation, a millennium meas-
ured from that first night in Bethlehem that
has come to define our very souls. To this
day the Nativity shapes our character as
God’s people on earth.

This is a year for reconciliation within the
Church and throughout our society. It is a
year for hope and growth. It is a year to em-
phasize to the world how a Child changed the
course of humanity and how 2000 years later
He is still the greatest influence on how we
live, and how we understand real freedom
and real liberty.

Frenchman Alexis de Tocqueville in his
great 1835 work Democracy in America ob-
served, ‘‘America is great because America is
good, and if America ever ceases to be good,
America will cease to be great.’’ The British
statesman, Edmund Burke wrote his famous
quote in 1795, ‘‘All that is necessary for evil
to triumph is good men to do nothing.’’

The Jubilee Year is our year to do some-
thing good, to do something great, to choose
blessing over cursing, to choose life over
death. Remember heaven and earth are in-
deed called to record this day against us.
And so I ask you to firmly rely upon the pro-
tection of Divine Providence. Pledge your
lives, your fortunes, and your sacred honor,
just as the founders did in that last beautiful
sentence of the Declaration. See to it that
this Republic for which we stand is truly one
nation under God, and that we do extend the
full benefits of Liberty and Justice to all liv-
ing human beings, born and unborn. Thank
you.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, every once
in a while, we as elected leaders are asked to
take a stand on an issue that touches the
inner-core of our moral obligation to protect
the innocent from violent death. Today I rise in
support of a reasonable bill to ban a heinous
procedure to partially deliver fully formed ba-
bies, and then kill them.

The ongoing debate over the ‘‘partial-birth’’
abortion procedure gives all of us an oppor-
tunity to join together in protecting innocent
children from a horrific and gruesome proce-
dure. Only the most calloused among us can
hear the description of this procedure and not
react with disgust. The overwhelming majority
of the American people want to ban partial-
birth abortions and no matter what your posi-
tion is on abortion, this grisly procedure is in-
defensible in a civilized society.

According to Ron Fitzsimmons, executive di-
rector of the National Coalition of Abortion
Providers, the occurrences of partial-birth
abortions is much more frequent than was
once admitted, further calling into question the
defensibility of this procedure. Clearly, a pat-
tern of deception has emerged regarding how
and when this procedure is performed. We do
now know that thousands of partial-birth abor-
tions are performed annually, the vast majority
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of which are performed in the fifth and sixth
months of pregnancy, on healthy babies of
healthy mothers.

We must put an end to this barbaric proce-
dure where the difference between abortion
and murder is literally a few inches, and the
moral implications for our society of allowing
such a procedure are profound. This is effec-
tive legislation to ban an unbelievably grue-
some act. I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation to protect those who cannot protect
themselves.

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my support for H.R. 3660,
the Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act, as I have
done a number of times since 1995. Despite
the failure of this Administration to sign this
legislation into law on previous occasions, I
am pleased this Congress continues to send,
by an overwhelming majority, the message
that partial birth abortion is wrong.

We continue to debate this issue, even
though the facts are quite clear. Partial birth
abortion is not a medical procedure. Doctor
after doctor has testified that partial birth abor-
tion procedure is never medically necessary.
Our former Surgeon General, C. Everett Koop,
has gone on to conclude that the procedure
poses a significant threat to the mother’s
health and future fertility. However, giving the
benefit of the doubt, this legislation does pro-
vide an exception should a case arise when a
doctor performs the procedure to save the life
of the mother.

Overwhelming support exists to ban partial
birth abortions. Since Congress began voting
to ban partial birth abortions, numerous state
legislatures have voted to end them. The
House of Representatives has consistently
overridden President Clinton’s veto of this leg-
islation, and I am confident we will do so
again. However, before President Clinton fol-
lows through on his veto threat, I would like
him to take another look at the support that
exists to ban this abortion procedure, the opin-
ions of doctors and his conscience.

I understand the issue of abortion is difficult
for many. Well-intentioned people will continue
to disagree. How long, though, can our society
continue to justify its denial of the right to life
to the defenseless unborn? The value of life
has been consistently cheapened. Partial birth
abortion is a graphic example of the worst of
abortion, in which a child is killed after being
partly delivered. Congress must continue to
take a stand to uphold the value of life, espe-
cially in these instances in which life is so bla-
tantly being destroyed.

I urge President Clinton to take a coura-
geous stand and support this legislation when
it is sent to him. I urge my colleagues to con-
tinue their support for human life and for a ban
on partial birth abortions.

Mr. WU. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my opposition to H.R. 3660, the so-
called Partial Birth Abortion Ban. This legisla-
tion is a direct attack on a woman’s right to
choose and an effort to undermine support for
reproductive choice.

H.R. 3660 endangers women’s health by
failing to include a constitutionally mandated
exception to protect the health of women. The
Supreme Court requires that a woman’s life
and health be protected throughout pregnancy
and at no point can a state compel a woman
to sacrifice herself. I believe that a woman’s
health—including her future fertility and mental
health—should be protected.

H.R. 3660 is vague, broadly written and will
not restrict just one method of abortion but
rather, it prohibits procedures which are used
in first and second trimester abortions. This is
a blatant attempt to legislate health care pro-
cedures. This bill restricts a woman’s right to
choose and lets politicians rather than women
and their families make health decisions.

Restricting options for women makes a trag-
ic situation even worse for a woman and her
family. Women and their doctors, not state
legislators or Members of Congress, should be
deciding the best medical procedure.

I urge my colleagues to oppose H.R. 2660
and vote ‘‘no.’’

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of H.R. 3660, a bill to ban a late-term
abortion procedure known as partial birth
abortion.

I will vote in favor of this legislation, in favor
of banning the partial birth abortion procedure,
as I have done in the both 104th and 105th
Congress. I will, however, vote against the
rule, which denies members of both parties
the opportunity to offer amendments. This leg-
islation should have been considered under a
fair and open rule.

Mr. Speaker, in the end, I believe that the
partial birth abortion procedure is a cruel and
unnecessary procedure that should be out-
lawed. Congress must act accordingly and
pass legislation to achieve that end.

Mr. KUYKENDALL. Mr. Speaker, in the last
few days, my office has been flooded with
calls asking me to support the ban on partial
birth abortions. If all we were doing today was
prohibiting late term abortions, I could support
that vote, even as a strongly pro-choice Rep-
resentative.

The calls have prompted me to evaluate my
own history with this issue and to carefully re-
view the language of the legislation before us.
Although I have voted against similar legisla-
tion in the past, I stated during my 1998 cam-
paign that I would support a ban on late-term
abortions except in instances in which the life
of the mother was endangered by continuing
the pregnancy. This position represents a de-
parture from my previous voting history, but a
conscious change that I can accept.

The authors of H.R. 3660 would have all of
us believe that that is exactly what we are vot-
ing on today. However, after reading the lan-
guage of the bill, I find that I cannot support
this bill. Unlike any other legislation that I have
been asked to consider, this legislation per-
mits doctors to be sent to jail for up to 2
years, simply for making a medical decision.
There are other enforcement tools available to
discourage the use of this procedure without
authorizing imprisonment. Those tools include
substantial civil fines and the permanent sus-
pension of a physician’s medical license. Both
of these are strong incentives; we do not need
to criminalize medical judgements. With this
legislation today, we have guaranteed that
medical decisions are not independently made
on the basis of the patient’s unique health
needs, but include a consideration of the
criminal consequences.

The legislation under consideration today
could have been drafted in a manner that pro-
hibits the procedure, without having to rely on
imprisonment as the enforcement mechanism.
During my time in the California State Assem-
bly, for example, we considered legislation to
ban partial birth abortions. The tool to enforce
the prohibition was a stiff monetary fine, fol-

lowed by the temporary suspension of the
physician’s medical license. We also could
have employed the ‘‘Sense of Congress’’
mechanism to express our strong distaste for
late term abortions. Or, we could have actually
produced a piece of legislation that prohibits
the specific, medically recognized late term
medical procedure called an ‘‘intact dilation
and extraction.’’ Any of these legislative vehi-
cles could have been used, and I would have
supported any of those efforts, including per-
manent suspension of a physician’s medical li-
cense, provided they incorporated an excep-
tion where the life of the mother was in jeop-
ardy. Because of the addition of criminal pen-
alties for doctors, we failed to have a mean-
ingful debate to restrict the use of late term
abortion procedures. For this reason, I cast a
‘‘no’’ vote today and will cast a ‘‘no’’ vote to
override the certain veto of H.R. 3660.

Mr. BARR of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
plaud you for ensuring H.R. 3660, the ‘‘Partial
Birth Abortion Ban Act of 1999,’’ was placed
on this session’s calendar. It is an extremely
important issue we continue to address, yet
can’t seem to get signed into law; this is unac-
ceptable. Banning the horrendous, barbaric
process known as ‘‘partial-birth abortion,’’
should be an issue every civilized person
should support; whether pro-life or pro-abor-
tion.

Partial-birth abortions are performed very
late in pregnancy and involve the forced par-
tial birth of the child, who is then killed by the
doctors before completing delivery. H.R. 3660
addresses this practice, by prohibiting medical
doctors who perform abortions from using
such ‘‘partial birth’’ procedures; it also imposes
fines or potential imprisonment of up to two
years. It includes an exception to prosecution
for doctors who can show the procedure was
necessary in order to preserve the life of the
mother.

H.R. 3660 protects the unborn from the
most grotesque form of death imaginable.
Passage of this measure would be a major
step forward in protecting the lives of those
who are most vulnerable. This is limited, but
good, decent and necessary legislation; and
protects children against a horrible form of
death.

I urge you to preserve human life and vote
‘‘yes’’ for passage of H.R. 3660.

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to ask my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to join me in supporting the partial-
birth abortion ban act.

We have a great economy, Mr. Speaker.
Everybody’s driving around in fancy cars, liv-
ing in fancy houses, and unemployment is
lower than most economists ever dreamed.
Yet our culture is in shambles. Kids are killing
other kids. Schools are not longer considered
safe havens. And we wonder, why.

Mr. Speaker, legalized partial-abortion rep-
resents a total breakdown in our society. It
says to our children—don’t worry, if you don’t
want to take responsibility for your actions, it’s
okay to do whatever it takes for the sake of
convenience. Right now, it’s okay to kill a
baby boy or girl as the poor, defenseless child
is a third of the way from being completely de-
livered into this world.

Do we wonder why teens are throwing their
babies in dumpsters and in public restroom
toilets? Do we need more of a wake-up call
than this culture of death?

This is yet another time when I am thankful
that I am a Republican, as we are a party
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united against the evils of partial-birth abor-
tion. I commend the 70 or so Democrats, in-
cluding the entire minority leadership, who will
stand against the President and the Vice
President in defense of innocent human life.

But I challenge my friends and colleagues
who are not yet with the nearly 300 Members
of the House who support this legislation to
have a change of heart. Whether you are for
or against abortion—we’re talking about infan-
ticide here.

I especially would like to challenge my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle who in-
sisted on labeling the Republican Party as
somehow ‘‘anti-Catholic.’’ If there is one, sin-
gle bill the Roman Catholic Church has sup-
ported with all her might and glory—it is the
partial-birth abortion ban act. My party sup-
ports it. Join us.

If we are to turn around this culture, we
need to change hearts—and laws. What we
permit, we condone. What we ban, we con-
demn.

A clear majority—and in some instances, a
supermajority—of Americans condemn partial-
birth abortion. Partial-birth abortion is never
necessary. Partial-birth abortion is not rare.
Partial-birth abortion is not right.

We have a lot of work to do to teach our
children on morality and virtues, from infidelity,
to divorce, to abortion. All of these things are
connected. But we must first start with our-
selves. Let’s take the first step to turning the
culture of this great Nation around. Let us
vote—clear and unambiguously—to eliminate
the infanticide known as partial-birth abortion.

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to op-
pose H.R. 3660, the Partial-Birth Abortion Ban
Act.

Make no mistake about it, this is a political
vote and a political debate—a debate fraught
with inflammatory rhetoric and distorted facts.
The majority knows that the President will veto
this bill and are using it as a political football
to score points with certain segments of soci-
ety.

Since we are here, I would like to get the
facts straight about this issue. There is no
medical procedure called a ‘‘partial birth abor-
tion’’—that is a political term made by oppo-
nents of choice to distort the issue. There is
a procedure called ‘‘intact D & E’’ that is used
in cases of terrible family tragedy. These are
catastrophic pregnancies, when the fetus has
a horrible abnormality, or the pregnancy seri-
ously threatens the mother’s life or health.

This bill threatens doctors with fines and im-
prisonment, and prevents not a single teen
pregnancy. The vote to pass this bill is a bla-
tant attempt to shelter the hypocrisy of the
abortion debate—that the strongest opponents
of the right to choose also oppose programs
promoting comprehensive sex education and
birth control, which actually reduce unintended
pregnancies. If they want to prevent abortion,
they should improve access to contraception
by increasing funding for title X and contracep-
tive research, and improving access to insur-
ance coverage of contraception. Research
shows that these policies have proven the
most effective in preventing unwanted preg-
nancies. Instead, anti-choice Members of Con-
gress would make access to family planning
options more difficult, more dangerous, more
expensive, and more humiliating.

A decision concerning a woman’s preg-
nancy can’t get more private or more per-
sonal. Women in conference with their Doc-

tors, not politicians, must decide what medical
treatments are the best for them. Doctors de-
cide to carry out the ‘‘intact D & E procedure’’
as a last resort. Doctors use the ‘‘intact D & E
procedure’’ when they believe it is the safest
way to end a pregnancy and leave the woman
with the best chance to have a healthy baby
in the future. Congress should not second-
guess their medical judgment.

I ask my colleagues in the majority, who
often express their disdain at the Federal Gov-
ernment’s involvement in their personal lives,
to oppose this bill. I would hope that the ma-
jority could get as impassioned about pro-
tecting the right of a woman to make a per-
sonal choice about her body as they do about
a person owning and buying a gun.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am dis-
appointed that we have this legislation before
us again today. This is the third time this bill
has been brought before the House despite
previous vetoes and failures to override these
vetoes.

This legislation is not an appropriate way in
which to address the late-term abortion issue.
Abortion is a very serious and personal issue
and prior to viability, should be a decision
made by the prospective mother, her family,
religious counselor, and her doctor. By pur-
suing restrictive legislation such as H.R. 3660,
we are destroying the Roe v. Wade balance
between a woman’s right to choose and the
State’s interest in protecting potential life after
viability. After fetal viability, States may ban
abortion so long as a woman’s life and health
are protected. Currently some 41 States have
laws in place that address abortion after viabil-
ity.

It is for these reasons, that I have supported
H.R. 2149, The Proposed Late-Term Abortion
Restriction Act. This legislation provides a
Federal ban on all post-viability abortions, with
the narrow exception of those needed to pre-
serve the woman’s life or to avoid serious ad-
verse health consequences. This bill would
ensure that no woman could pursue a legal
abortion during the final trimester of her preg-
nancy if she is carrying a healthy fetus. This
legislation leaves the decision in the hands of
the doctors, not lawmakers. Americans want
medical decisions made by their doctors, as
evidenced by their support for health insur-
ance reform legislation that allows doctors
final say in the decisionmaking process. In
fact, 88 percent of all Americans support a
health exception for the mother. The Supreme
Court requires that a woman’s life and health
must be protected throughout her pregnancy;
at no point can the State compel a woman to
sacrifice her life in exchange for the life of the
fetus. The bill gives doctors the ability to make
this determination, with the knowledge that if
they perform an abortion after fetus viability
and without a situation threatening the moth-
er’s life, they will be held responsible in crimi-
nal and civil court.

Mr. Speaker, I oppose later-term, post-via-
bility abortions, except those necessary to pro-
tect a woman’s life and her health. And I op-
pose the manner in which this Congress con-
tinues to bring up this issue each year with the
knowledge that this bill will be vetoed while
there is strong bipartisan support in the Con-
gress and by the President for H.R. 2149, the
Late-Term Abortion Restriction Act. Accord-
ingly, I strongly urge my colleagues to oppose
H.R. 3660.

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 3660, the Partial-Birth

Abortion Ban Act. This important legislation re-
affirms this Chamber’s commitment to the
preservation of life—and the rights of unborn
babies to be protected from a procedure that
is morally unconscionable.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to put an end to this
inhumane and cruel procedure that ends the
life of a fetus while it is partially outside the
body of the mother. Our colleagues who are
medical doctors have stated their belief—and
others in the medical community have testi-
fied—that this procedure is never needed to
protect a woman’s health and some say it is
needed in only rare cases to protect a wom-
an’s life. The Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act
makes it a federal crime to perform this par-
ticular form of abortion, but it does not prevent
other procedures that are considered nec-
essary to protect the life and health of the
mother.

The President has vetoed this legislation
twice. Twice the House has voted to override
the veto, but unfortunately the Senate has
been unable to achieve the two-thirds vote
necessary to override the veto. Since 1995 we
have had fifteen votes in the House on this
issue—votes on the rule, votes on amend-
ments, votes on final passage—and fifteen
times I have voted in support of banning this
procedure. Those of us who support this ban
will not give up until this fight has been won.

Mr. Speaker, my record has always been
pro-life. I have listened to considerable debate
and discussion from the experts on this issue
over the years. I have personally talked to
many constituents about abortion and pro-life
issues, and I have consistently come down on
the side of life. Today I will once again come
down on the side of life and vote for the Par-
tial-Birth Abortion Ban Act, and I urge my col-
leagues’ support.

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in oppo-
sition to H.R. 3660, the so-called Partial Birth
Abortion ban.

First, we should not be considering a ban
on a medical procedure. Doctors are licensed
to practice medicine, and they swear to do
what is in the best interest of their patients.
Members of Congress have no place in this
decision, and we should not for the first time
in our nation’s history outlaw a medical proce-
dure.

Secondly, the bill is much too broadly draft-
ed and would likely violate a woman’s con-
stitutionally protected right to choose. The bill
is not limited to late term abortions, and the
wording of the bill is so loosely written that it
could be construed to ban abortions that are
currently protected by the Constitution.

Thirdly and most importantly, I oppose this
legislation because it does not include an ex-
ception for the health of the mother. I am op-
posed to post-viability abortions. But if a preg-
nant woman’s life is at stake or her health is
at serious risk, doctors and patients deserve
to have access to a full range of medical pro-
cedures to prevent the harm. This legislation
does not afford women the protection they
need to prevent serious injury, and I therefore
will oppose the bill.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
thank you Chairman HYDE for the opportunity
to address H.R. 3660, the Partial-Birth Abor-
tion Ban Act of 2000. This act, despite its title
is nothing more than an attempt to inhibit a
woman’s constitutional right to choose.

Although the majority conveniently skirts the
issue of the 1973 Supreme Court decision of
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Roe v. Wade, this law is still in effect and we
must recognize a woman’s right to have an
abortion especially her life is threatened.

Yes, it is true that technological advance-
ment in the medical field has enabled women
to better monitor their pregnancies so that
they may bring healthy children into this world.
However, some pregnancies may involve
problems that may threaten the life and/or
health of the mother.

For example, continuing the pregnancy may
result in severe heart disease, malignancies
and kidney failure. In these situations, when a
woman is faced with a life or death decision,
she must have the right to make a choice
whether to continue her pregnancy.

The procedure referred to in H.R. 3660 has
been used to protect the mother’s life but
many times these late term abortions are pri-
marily done when the abnormalities of the
fetus are so extreme that independent life is
not possible.

Many times in the issue of abortion we tend
to glorify a potential life but refuse to acknowl-
edge the actual living human being that has
conceived that life.

This actual living human being has rights
enumerated in the Constitution that can not be
infringed upon regardless of what type of
abortion is being performed especially if it is to
save the life of the mother.

If society picks and chooses which type of
abortion one should have than once again we
are taking away the right of a woman to
choose.

I would be amiss I did not highlight the fact
that the terminology being employed by pro-
ponent of this bill is a term with absolutely no
medical or scientific meaning.

On the contrary, this term is a being used
solely to enrage and misguide the public. In
fact, this term was actually adopted from a
speech given by an anti-abortion advocate.
Hence, the attempt to assuage our concerns
that this legislation is not an attempt to cir-
cumvent a woman’s constitutional right is sim-
ply untrue.

Therefore, I will not use this non-medical
term ‘‘partial birth’’ abortion, but instead give
this bill the title it deserves, the ‘‘Abortion Ban
of 2000.’’

H.R. 3660 is another attempt to put politics
before women’s health. The overwhelming
majority of courts have to have ruled on chal-
lenges to state so-called ‘‘partial-birth abor-
tion’’ bans have declared that bans unconstitu-
tional.

Furthermore, six federal district courts have
issued permanent injunctions against statutes
virtually identical to H.R. 3660 and the Su-
preme Court is about to review this same
issue in April.

Thus, I agree with my Democratic col-
leagues that any action by Congress would be
premature and even mooted by the Court’s
decision.

Notwithstanding the potentially mootness of
this discussion, proponents of this legislation
not only mischaracterize the reasons under-
lying the use of late term abortions, but they
failed to even recognize the constitutional
rights espoused by the Supreme Court in Roe
and reaffirmed in Casey.

The ambiguity of this legislation further frus-
trates the rights of women in the nation and
chills legitimately protected rights.

Consequently, this legislation could essen-
tially ban more one type of procedure because

it fails to distinguish between abortions before
and after viability.

These are just some of the many problems
with H.R. 3660 and these alone should make
anyone question the appropriateness of such
legislation.

We cannot straddle the fence on this issue.
It is either protect the rights of women or take
them away completely.

Women have fought hard and long to have
autonomy over their bodies and by putting re-
strictions on what type of abortions she is al-
lowed to receive would put women back in the
era of Pre-Roe v. Wade.

By banning partial birth abortions not only
are we taking the right of women to have au-
tonomy over their bodies but we are also tak-
ing the right of women to live their lives as
healthy American citizens and sentencing
them to death.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the opportunity to speak in opposition of
H.R. 3660. More importantly, on a very difficult
decision for women and their families.

The subject of abortion has always been
very controversial. The choice of whether or
not to have an abortion is difficult and highly
personal.

Although I do not personally support abor-
tion, I do not feel that Congress should inter-
fere in this extremely private decision and
force its views on women through legislative
means.

I can only hope that women faced with this
decision would consult with their doctors, fami-
lies, and religious counselors. This is espe-
cially true in the tragic instance where an
abortion may become necessary late in a
pregnancy.

This ban would leave the life and health of
women unprotected. These exemptions have
been consistently protected by the U.S. Su-
preme Court. There is no exception under this
ban to protect the mother or her health at any
point during her pregnancy.

In fact, Texas law bans all third-trimester
abortions, except for those involving the health
and life of the mother. I voted for this law
when I was in the Texas legislature and would
support it now if those exceptions were in-
cluded.

This bill is nothing but a political maneuver.
If the majority was interested in banning late-
term abortions, they would allow us to vote on
language that is identical to the Texas law.
Until then, I cannot support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote on final
passage of H.R. 3660.

Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in total
support of H.R. 3660, the Partial-Birth Abortion
Ban Act of 2000. This legislation puts an end
to this horrific and unnecessary procedure that
results in the useless deaths of several thou-
sand children every year.

Mr. Speaker, very little has changed regard-
ing partial birth abortion since we last had the
opportunity to take action against it. It is still
opposed by nearly seventy percent (70) Amer-
icans. Hundreds of medical doctors, including
former Surgeon General C. Everett Koop, still
claim that the procedure is ‘‘never medically
necessary to protect the mother’s health or fu-
ture fertility.’’ It is still performed ninety percent
(90) of the time after the fifth month of preg-
nancy. Thirty (30) states still have banned the
procedure since 1995. Two-thirds of the
House still supports the ban, while the Presi-
dent still opposes the sanctity of human life.

As you can see, Mr. Speaker, the facts are
clear. Partial-birth abortion is a brutal and
needless procedure that it seems no one be-
sides those in the White House think ought to
be legal. I urge my colleagues to recognize
our moral obligation to protect the unborn by
supporting this legislation before us this morn-
ing.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I oppose all late
term abortions with exceptions only when the
mother’s own life is at risk or to prevent seri-
ous consequences to her health.

Unfortunately, we are again considering leg-
islation which fails to provide these vital pro-
tections for the mother, a bill which will again
be vetoed by the President. In addition, fed-
eral courts have blocked fifteen different state
laws with similar or identical language be-
cause they do not contain health exceptions
as required by the Supreme Court and be-
cause the term ‘‘partial birth abortion’’ has no
medical meaning.

I would urge the Majority to allow this House
to consider legislation—the Greenwood-Hoyer
bill, of which I am a co-sponsor—that bans all
late term abortions while offering the nec-
essary and appropriate protections for the
mother and that could become law.

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of this bill. The rule and bill are fair and
allows for an honest vote on the Partial Birth
Abortion bill. H.R. 3660 allows for a clear vote
in support of ending this heinous practice or a
vote against life by opposing this legislation.

It breaks my heart that we have to debate
this bill. It pains me that this procedure is
being allowed to take place in our nation. I
find it hard to believe that my esteemed col-
leagues can with good conscience oppose this
rule or bill.

This bill is not about a medically necessary
procedure, it is about abortion extremists
pushing our country’s moral limits over the
edge. When I think of this procedure, I am re-
minded of the Nazi regime and their depraved
view of the sanctity of life and I dread what
the future holds for a generation that allows
this procedure to occur.

Recently, I heard a compelling argument for
banning partial-birth abortion. The question
was asked, ‘‘So would you accept the fact that
once the baby is separated from the mother,
that baby cannot be killed.’’

The answer was dodged and was never an-
swered other than, ‘‘A baby is born when the
baby is born.’’

The discussion continued without ever re-
ceiving a clear answer from the advocate of
this procedure. Why? Because when pressed,
an abortionist can not clearly answer that
question and at the same time defend partial-
birth abortion. It is a terrible practice that kills
a baby, a living breathing human life. If we
began doing this to cattle or dogs, imagine the
outcry we would hear from PETA and from the
same members who defend this practice.

Obviously, the real question is when is a
baby born? Is it when a foot is out? Is it when
a hand reaches out of the womb? Is a child
born only when their head has been deliv-
ered? I ask my colleagues that support this
procedure to answer that question during gen-
eral debate—if they can.

Pro-abortionist have no legitimate argu-
ments to stand upon. They want to paint a pic-
ture that women are at risk so therefore they
should be able to take the life of the child.
Let’s face it, every pregnancy poses a risk to
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the life of a mother. Women by the very act
of becoming a mother are unselfishly putting
themselves at risk.

We should embrace all life as precious—the
old, the young, the disabled, the unattractive
and the unborn. How the Clinton-Gore Admin-
istration can with a clear conscience veto this
legislation is beyond me.

Let’s not repeat history and continue this
Holocaust. I encourage my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 3660.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). All time has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 457,
the bill is considered read for amend-
ment and the previous question is or-
dered.

The question is on engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT OFFERED BY MR. FRANK
OF MASSACHUSETTS

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I offer a motion to recommit.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is the
gentleman opposed to the bill?

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. I am,
Mr. Speaker.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit.

The Clerk read as follows:
Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts moves to re-

commit the bill H.R. 3660 to the Committee
on the Judiciary with instructions to report
the same back to the House forthwith with
the following amendments:

Page 2, line 18, after ‘‘injury’’ insert ‘‘, or
to avert serious adverse longterm physical
health consequences to the mother’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. FRANK) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes in support of his
motion to recommit.

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I regret very much that this
has come to a motion to recommit.
That is a consequence of the very lam-
entable refusal of the majority to allow
any amendments to this bill.

Indeed, if I had my preference, this
would not be a motion to recommit.
There was a consensus measure worked
out in a bipartisan fashion by the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER),
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
GREENWOOD), and others; but it is not
germane to the bill.

When the Committee on Rules would
not allow that as an amendment, this
became our only choice for recom-
mittal. But I offer it, anyway, even
though in the eyes of many, even if it
passed, it would not make the bill fully
acceptable. But it would clearly make
it less damaging. Because here is what
the bill does in the form in which it
was presented.

It says that even if in the opinion of
the physician a failure to use this pro-
cedure in these circumstances could re-
sult in severe physical harm to the
mother, he could perform it only at
risk of going to prison. It shows how
extreme the bill is.

And I stress that because there are
many who believe that this is a right a

woman should have untrammeled legis-
latively who think this is too much,
this amendment that I offer, of an im-
pingement and would not support the
bill. But others would feel differently.

The fact, however, is that the major-
ity is so intent, I believe, unfortu-
nately, on an issue that they will not
allow even this amendment. Because I
must tell my colleagues that while
again this might be to the distress of
many, an amendment like this would
probably change enough votes so that a
veto could be overridden.

If the intention was in fact to mini-
mize this procedure to have it occur
only when it was medically necessary,
indeed the amendment offered by the
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER)
and the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. GREENWOOD), the Hoyer-Green-
wood amendment, would have been
made in order and would have passed.
And if it had passed, this amendment
would not have been offered.

Failing that, this amendment at
least reduces the harm. It is a restric-
tion because it rules out mental
health. I believe myself that there are
often very good mental health reasons
for allowing a woman to undergo this
anguishing procedure. But this amend-
ment concedes even that. It says, okay,
they believe mental health cannot be
trusted. I disagree.

But in the interest of, at least, trying
to diminish the harm and draw some
lines, we said, okay, can we at least get
an acknowledgment that physical
health, severe, long-lasting physical
health can be a reason for this. And the
majority says no.

That is a sign of a lack of willingness
to be reasonable. It is a willingness to
insist, I believe, on both a procedure,
no committee, no amendment, and a
bill that is so extreme that even ad-
verse physical consequences to the
health of the mother cannot be a rea-
son. So that what we are talking about,
as I said, is an issue and not a bill.

There could be a consensus in this
House on trying to reduce the proce-
dure and reducing late-term abortions.
That is not what the bill does. The bill
is a continuation in an ongoing polit-
ical activity.

I will predict what will happen. The
bill will pass. It will be vetoed. The
veto override will be held. The veto
override will be held so that it can be
brought forward at a politically pro-
pitious time. And people will then be
accused if they vote to uphold a veto of
a bill that is very possibly unconstitu-
tional, according to many circuits,
they will be accused of a callousness,
they will be accused of a disregard.

Well, the fact is that two separate
amendments had been offered, which, if
either had been adopted, would have
led many people to have voted for a bill
which would have substantially re-
duced the procedure either in terms of
the physical health or, better yet, in
terms of the lateness. Neither amend-
ment was allowed.

If, in fact, people were trying genu-
inely to minimize this issue, one or

both of those amendments would have
been voted on and we could have gotten
a law. But it is easy to predict what
will happen. We will get no law. We
will get a veto. We will get an override
vote on a veto held late in the Con-
gress.

This is a bill, I said it before and I am
going to repeat it, with no committee
hearing or markup, a bill which is the
subject of severe debate in the courts,
where the Federal circuit courts have
divided and many have held this sort of
legislation unconstitutional, does not
even go to committee for the kind of
constitutional examination that might
help.

Then amendments are rejected, a bi-
partisan amendment widely supported.
I noticed 14 Republicans voted against
the rule. By Republican standards,
they are a very disciplined lot. That is
a great cataclysm, 14 Republicans vot-
ing against the rule, in protest against
the arbitrary procedure.

So late in the congressional term, we
will have a vote on an abortion veto
override on a very rigid bill that makes
no allowance even for the fiscal health
of the mother after a procedure in
which there was no committee and no
amendment. That is a late-term abor-
tion. It will come late in the term and
aborts the legislative process.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in opposition to the motion to
recommit.

Mr. Speaker, let me begin by making
the observation that this motion is
part of a long line of efforts to divert
attention from the reality of what
takes place when a partial-birth abor-
tion is performed.

In the course of this debate, which
has gone on not only in this Congress
but in the two previous Congresses, we
have seen attempt after attempt to
change the subject, to cloud the issue,
to confuse the American people, to
mislead the Members of this House.

Now, while I certainly respect the in-
tentions of the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. FRANK), I must humbly
submit that this amendment is another
measure which would simply divert us
from what we should be focusing on,
and that is the horror of partial-birth
abortion.

Now let me point out a couple of
things. First of all, the Members of the
House should be well aware that H.R.
3660 already contains an exception for
partial-birth abortions that are nec-
essary to save the life of the mother.
During the course of this debate, it has
been suggested otherwise. But for any
Members who have any doubt about
that, let me simply refer them to page
2 of the bill beginning at line 15, where
the exception is stated with great clar-
ity.

Now, second, Members should know
that the health exception proposed by
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. FRANK) rests on a premise that
has absolutely no basis in fact. And
that is the premise that partial-birth
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abortion is necessary to avert any ad-
verse physical health consequences to
the mother.

The truth is that the partial-birth
abortion procedure is a rogue medical
procedure that is not recognized by the
medical profession, was created and is
used by a few fringe abortionists, and
is never medically indicated to avert
any health consequences to the moth-
er.

My colleagues do not have to take
my word for it. I would not ask my col-
leagues to take my word for that. Let
us hear what the American Medical As-
sociation has to say about the proce-
dure.

In a 1997 letter to Senator RICK
SANTORUM, the AMA stated that the
partial-birth abortion procedure is
‘‘not good medicine and is not medi-
cally indicated in any situation.’’

We have heard from other physicians
who have made the same point time
and time again. Former Surgeon Gen-
eral C. Everett Koop has stated that
‘‘partial-birth abortion is never medi-
cally necessary to protect a mother’s
health or future fertility. On the con-
trary, this procedure can pose a signifi-
cant threat to both her immediate
health and future fertility.’’

b 1430

If you do not find those statements
by physicians and representatives of
the medical profession persuasive, lis-
ten to what the abortionists them-
selves have to say about this proce-
dure. Dr. Warren Hern, one of the Na-
tion’s leading experts on abortion who
authored a textbook, indeed it is the
textbook on late-term abortion proce-
dures, has stated, and I quote him, you
really can’t defend, those are his
words, partial-birth abortion. He went
on to say that he ‘‘would dispute any
statement that this is the safest proce-
dure to use.’’ According to Dr. Hern,
turning the fetus to a breech position
is potentially dangerous and, again
quoting him, you have to be concerned
about causing amniotic fluid embolism
or placental abruption if you do that.
That is what one of the leading abor-
tionists in the country had to say
about this procedure which he said he
could not defend. So the argument that
this procedure could ever be necessary
to protect the health of the mother
simply does not stand up to analysis.

I would urge the Members of the
House to oppose this. Let me bring the
attention of the Members of the House
back to the reality of what we are talk-
ing about in this bill, the reality of
what takes place when a partial-birth
abortion is performed. Earlier in the
debate, I mentioned that at the same
stage of pregnancy when most of these
procedures are performed, we see he-
roic efforts undertaken to save the life
of the child in the womb. Here we have
an example of surgery that is being
performed to correct a condition that
had been detected in a child in the
womb. This was at around 21 weeks.
The incision was made in the mother’s

womb, and the child voluntarily, an ac-
tion, reaches out and grasps the finger
of the physician who is performing the
surgery. I ask you, as you consider
your vote on this measure, to consider
this image. Contemplate the meaning
of this child’s hand at 21 weeks’ gesta-
tion reaching out of its mother’s womb
to grasp the hand of the physician.
Consider our common humanity. Re-
ject this motion and pass this bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Without objection, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the motion
to recommit.

There was no objection.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

question is on the motion to recommit.
The question was taken; and the

Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Evi-
dently a quorum is not present.

The Sergeant at Arms will notify ab-
sent Members.

Pursuant to clause 9 of rule XX, the
Chair will reduce to a minimum of 5
minutes the period of time within
which a vote by electronic device, if or-
dered, will be taken on the question of
passage of the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 140, nays
289, not voting 5, as follows:

[Roll No. 103]

YEAS—140

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Andrews
Baca
Baird
Baldacci
Barrett (WI)
Bass
Becerra
Bentsen
Berkley
Berman
Bilbray
Blagojevich
Blumenauer
Boehlert
Bonior
Boucher
Boyd
Brady (PA)
Brown (OH)
Capps
Capuano
Cardin
Carson
Castle
Clay
Clyburn
Coburn
Conyers
Coyne
Cummings
Davis (FL)
Davis (IL)
Delahunt
DeLauro
Dicks
Dixon
Dooley
Edwards
Engel
Eshoo
Etheridge
Evans
Farr
Fattah

Filner
Frank (MA)
Frelinghuysen
Frost
Gejdenson
Gephardt
Gilman
Gonzalez
Gordon
Green (TX)
Greenwood
Gutierrez
Hill (IN)
Hilliard
Hinojosa
Hoeffel
Holt
Hooley
Horn
Hoyer
Inslee
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee

(TX)
Johnson (CT)
Jones (OH)
Kelly
Kennedy
Kind (WI)
Kolbe
Lantos
Larson
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Luther
Maloney (CT)
Maloney (NY)
Markey
Matsui
McCarthy (MO)
McCarthy (NY)
McDermott
McGovern
McKinney
Meehan
Meeks (NY)

Menendez
Millender-

McDonald
Miller, George
Mink
Moran (VA)
Morella
Napolitano
Obey
Olver
Ose
Owens
Pallone
Pastor
Payne
Pelosi
Porter
Price (NC)
Pryce (OH)
Rangel
Reyes
Rivers
Rodriguez
Rothman
Roybal-Allard
Rush
Sabo
Sandlin
Sawyer
Scott
Serrano
Shays
Sherman
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Spratt
Stabenow
Tauscher
Thompson (MS)
Thurman
Tierney
Towns
Waters
Watt (NC)

Waxman
Wexler

Wise
Woolsey

Wu
Wynn

NAYS—289

Aderholt
Allen
Archer
Armey
Bachus
Baker
Baldwin
Ballenger
Barcia
Barr
Barrett (NE)
Bartlett
Barton
Bateman
Bereuter
Berry
Biggert
Bilirakis
Bishop
Bliley
Blunt
Boehner
Bonilla
Bono
Borski
Boswell
Brady (TX)
Brown (FL)
Bryant
Burr
Burton
Buyer
Callahan
Calvert
Camp
Canady
Cannon
Chabot
Chambliss
Chenoweth-Hage
Clayton
Clement
Coble
Collins
Combest
Condit
Cooksey
Costello
Cramer
Crowley
Cubin
Cunningham
Danner
Davis (VA)
Deal
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLay
DeMint
Deutsch
Diaz-Balart
Dickey
Dingell
Doggett
Doolittle
Doyle
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Ehlers
Ehrlich
Emerson
English
Everett
Ewing
Fletcher
Foley
Forbes
Ford
Fossella
Fowler
Franks (NJ)
Gallegly
Ganske
Gekas
Gibbons
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Goode
Goodlatte
Goodling
Goss
Graham
Granger
Green (WI)

Gutknecht
Hall (OH)
Hall (TX)
Hansen
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Herger
Hill (MT)
Hilleary
Hinchey
Hobson
Hoekstra
Holden
Hostettler
Houghton
Hulshof
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde
Isakson
Istook
Jefferson
Jenkins
John
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kasich
Kildee
Kilpatrick
King (NY)
Kingston
Kleczka
Klink
Knollenberg
Kucinich
Kuykendall
LaFalce
LaHood
Lampson
Largent
Latham
LaTourette
Lazio
Leach
Lee
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Lofgren
Lowey
Lucas (KY)
Lucas (OK)
Manzullo
Martinez
Mascara
McCollum
McCrery
McHugh
McInnis
McIntosh
McIntyre
McKeon
McNulty
Meek (FL)
Metcalf
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller, Gary
Minge
Moakley
Mollohan
Moore
Moran (KS)
Murtha
Myrick
Nadler
Neal
Nethercutt
Ney
Northup
Norwood
Nussle
Oberstar
Ortiz
Oxley
Packard
Pascrell

Paul
Pease
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)
Petri
Phelps
Pickering
Pickett
Pitts
Pombo
Pomeroy
Portman
Quinn
Radanovich
Rahall
Ramstad
Regula
Reynolds
Riley
Roemer
Rogan
Rogers
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Roukema
Royce
Ryan (WI)
Ryun (KS)
Salmon
Sanchez
Sanders
Sanford
Saxton
Scarborough
Schaffer
Schakowsky
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shadegg
Shaw
Sherwood
Shimkus
Shows
Shuster
Simpson
Sisisky
Skeen
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Souder
Spence
Stark
Stearns
Stenholm
Strickland
Stump
Stupak
Sununu
Sweeney
Talent
Tancredo
Tanner
Tauzin
Taylor (MS)
Taylor (NC)
Terry
Thomas
Thompson (CA)
Thornberry
Thune
Tiahrt
Toomey
Traficant
Turner
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Upton
Velazquez
Visclosky
Vitter
Walden
Walsh
Wamp
Watkins
Watts (OK)
Weiner
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
Weygand
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Whitfield
Wicker

Wilson
Wolf

Young (AK)
Young (FL)

NOT VOTING—5

Campbell
Cook

Cox
Crane

Vento

b 1456

Messrs. HUTCHINSON, DEUTSCH,
Ms. BROWN of Florida, Messrs. FORD,
WEINER, SWEENEY, HASTINGS of
Florida, and THOMPSON of California,
and Ms. KILPATRICK, Ms.
VELA

´
ZQUEZ, Mrs. MEEK of Florida,

and Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’
to ‘‘nay.’’

Messrs. SPRATT, BAIRD, FRELING-
HUYSEN, and BILBRAY, and Ms.
PRYCE of Ohio, Mrs. McCARTHY of
New York, Ms. PELOSI and Mrs.
KELLY changed their vote from ‘‘nay’’
to ‘‘yea.’’

So the motion to recommit was re-
jected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). The question is on the pas-
sage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. CANADY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This

will be a 5-minute vote.
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 287, nays
141, not voting 7, as follows:

[Roll No. 104]

YEAS—287

Aderholt
Archer
Armey
Baca
Bachus
Baker
Ballenger
Barcia
Barr
Barrett (NE)
Barrett (WI)
Bartlett
Barton
Bass
Bateman
Bereuter
Berry
Biggert
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bishop
Bliley
Blunt
Boehner
Bonilla
Bonior
Bono
Borski
Boswell
Boyd
Brady (TX)
Bryant
Burr
Burton
Buyer
Callahan
Calvert
Camp
Canady
Cannon
Castle
Chabot
Chambliss
Chenoweth-Hage
Clement

Coble
Coburn
Collins
Combest
Condit
Cooksey
Costello
Cox
Cramer
Crowley
Cubin
Cunningham
Danner
Davis (FL)
Davis (VA)
Deal
DeLay
DeMint
Diaz-Balart
Dickey
Dingell
Doolittle
Doyle
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Ehlers
Ehrlich
Emerson
English
Etheridge
Everett
Ewing
Fletcher
Foley
Forbes
Ford
Fossella
Fowler
Franks (NJ)
Frelinghuysen
Gallegly
Ganske
Gekas
Gephardt

Gibbons
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Goode
Goodlatte
Goodling
Gordon
Goss
Graham
Green (WI)
Gutknecht
Hall (OH)
Hall (TX)
Hansen
Hastert
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Herger
Hill (IN)
Hill (MT)
Hilleary
Hinojosa
Hobson
Hoekstra
Holden
Hostettler
Houghton
Hulshof
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde
Isakson
Istook
Jefferson
Jenkins
John
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kasich
Kelly
Kennedy

Kildee
Kind (WI)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kleczka
Klink
Knollenberg
Kucinich
LaFalce
LaHood
Lampson
Largent
Latham
LaTourette
Lazio
Leach
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Lucas (KY)
Lucas (OK)
Maloney (CT)
Manzullo
Martinez
Mascara
McCollum
McCrery
McHugh
McInnis
McIntosh
McIntyre
McKeon
McNulty
Metcalf
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller, Gary
Minge
Moakley
Mollohan
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murtha
Myrick
Neal
Nethercutt
Ney
Northup
Norwood

Nussle
Oberstar
Obey
Ortiz
Ose
Oxley
Packard
Pascrell
Paul
Pease
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)
Petri
Phelps
Pickering
Pitts
Pombo
Pomeroy
Porter
Pryce (OH)
Quinn
Radanovich
Rahall
Ramstad
Regula
Reyes
Reynolds
Riley
Roemer
Rogan
Rogers
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Roukema
Royce
Ryan (WI)
Ryun (KS)
Salmon
Sandlin
Sanford
Saxton
Scarborough
Schaffer
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shadegg
Shaw
Shays
Sherwood
Shimkus
Shows

Shuster
Simpson
Sisisky
Skeen
Skelton
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Souder
Spence
Spratt
Stearns
Stenholm
Strickland
Stump
Stupak
Sununu
Sweeney
Talent
Tancredo
Tanner
Tauzin
Taylor (MS)
Taylor (NC)
Terry
Thomas
Thornberry
Thune
Tiahrt
Toomey
Traficant
Turner
Upton
Visclosky
Vitter
Walden
Walsh
Wamp
Watkins
Watts (OK)
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
Weygand
Whitfield
Wicker
Wilson
Wolf
Young (AK)
Young (FL)

NAYS—141

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Allen
Andrews
Baird
Baldacci
Baldwin
Becerra
Bentsen
Berkley
Berman
Blagojevich
Blumenauer
Boehlert
Boucher
Brady (PA)
Brown (FL)
Brown (OH)
Capps
Capuano
Cardin
Carson
Clay
Clayton
Clyburn
Conyers
Coyne
Cummings
Davis (IL)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
Deutsch
Dicks
Dixon
Doggett
Dooley
Edwards
Engel
Eshoo
Evans
Farr
Fattah
Filner
Frank (MA)

Frost
Gejdenson
Gilman
Gonzalez
Green (TX)
Greenwood
Gutierrez
Hastings (FL)
Hilliard
Hinchey
Hoeffel
Holt
Hooley
Horn
Hoyer
Inslee
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee

(TX)
Johnson (CT)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones (OH)
Kilpatrick
Kolbe
Kuykendall
Lantos
Larson
Lee
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lofgren
Lowey
Luther
Maloney (NY)
Markey
Matsui
McCarthy (MO)
McCarthy (NY)
McDermott
McGovern
McKinney
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Menendez

Millender-
McDonald

Miller, George
Mink
Moore
Morella
Nadler
Napolitano
Olver
Owens
Pallone
Pastor
Payne
Pelosi
Pickett
Price (NC)
Rangel
Rivers
Rodriguez
Rothman
Roybal-Allard
Rush
Sabo
Sanchez
Sanders
Sawyer
Schakowsky
Scott
Serrano
Sherman
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Stabenow
Stark
Tauscher
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thurman
Tierney
Towns
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Waters
Watt (NC)
Waxman

Weiner
Wexler

Wise
Woolsey

Wu
Wynn

NOT VOTING—7

Campbell
Cook
Crane

Granger
Portman
Velazquez

Vento

b 1505

So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
Stated for:
Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I have been

informed that my voting card did not register
during final passage of H.R. 3660, rollcall vote
104. I intended to vote ‘‘yea’’ on passage of
the ‘‘Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act.’’

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, because of a
prior commitment, I was unavoidably detained
and missed rollcall vote No. 104 today on pas-
sage of H.R. 3660, the Partial Birth Abortion
Ban Act.

I am an original cosponsor of this legisla-
tion. Had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘yea.’’

f

PERMISSION FOR COMMITTEE ON
BANKING AND FINANCIAL SERV-
ICES TO FILE SUPPLEMENTAL
REPORT ON H.R. 1776, AMERICAN
HOMEOWNERSHIP AND ECO-
NOMIC OPPORTUNITY ACT OF
2000

Mr. LEACH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Banking and Financial Services be per-
mitted to file a supplemental report on
the bill (H.R. 1776) to expand home-
ownership in the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Iowa?

There was no objection.

f

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 4011

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent to remove my
name as a cosponsor of H.R. 4011.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

f

WILDLIFE AND SPORT FISH RES-
TORATION PROGRAMS IMPROVE-
MENT ACT OF 2000

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, by direction of the Com-
mittee on Rules, I call up House Reso-
lution 455 and ask for its immediate
consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 455

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3671) to amend
the Acts popularly known as the Pittman-
Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act and the
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Dingell-Johnson Sport Fish Restoration Act
to enhance the funds available for grants to
states for fish and wildlife conservation
projects and increase opportunities for rec-
reational hunting, bow hunting, trapping,
archery, and fishing, by eliminating opportu-
nities for waste, fraud, abuse, maladmin-
istration, and unauthorized expenditures for
administration and execution of those acts,
and for other purposes. The first reading of
the bill shall be dispensed with. Points of
order against consideration of the bill for
failure to comply with clause 4(a) of rule
XIII are waived. General debate shall be con-
fined to the bill and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
chairman and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Resources. After general
debate the bill shall be considered for
amendment under the five-minute rule. It
shall be in order to consider as an original
bill for the purpose of amendment under the
five-minute rule the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on Resources now printed in the
bill. The committee amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute shall be considered as
read. Points of order against the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute for
failure to comply with clause 4 of rule XXI
are waived. The amendment printed in the
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution shall be considered
as read, shall not be subject to amendment,
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the
Committee of the Whole. All points of order
against the amendment printed in the report
are waived. During consideration of the bill
for amendment, the Chairman of the Com-
mittee of the Whole may accord priority in
recognition on the basis of whether the
Member offering an amendment has caused
it to be printed in the portion of the Con-
gressional Record designated for that pur-
pose in clause 8 of rule XVIII. Amendments
so printed shall be considered as read. The
Chairman of the Committee of the Whole
may: (1) postpone until a time during further
consideration in the Committee of the Whole
a request for a recorded vote on any amend-
ment; and (2) reduce to five minutes the min-
imum time for electronic voting on any post-
poned question that follows another elec-
tronic vote without intervening business,
provided that the minimum time for elec-
tronic voting on the first in any series of
questions shall be 15 minutes. At the conclu-
sion of consideration of the bill for amend-
ment the Committee shall rise and report
the bill to the House with such amendments
as may have been adopted. Any Member may
demand a separate vote in the House on any
amendment adopted in the Committee of the
Whole to the bill or to the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute.
The previous question shall be considered as
ordered on the bill and amendments thereto
to final passage without intervening motion
except one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
HASTINGS) is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, for purposes of debate only, I
yield the customary 30 minutes to the
distinguished gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. HALL), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for purposes of debate
only.

(Mr. HASTINGS of Washington asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, House Resolution 455 would
grant H.R. 3671, the Wildlife and Sport
Fish Restoration Programs Improve-
ment Act of 2000, an open rule, and
waives clause 4A of rule 13 that re-
quires the three-day layover of the
committee report against consider-
ation of the bill.

Further, the rule provides 1 hour of
general debate, divided equally be-
tween the chairman and ranking mem-
ber of the Committee on Resources.

House Resolution 455 makes in order
the Committee on Resources’ amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute now
printed in the bill as an original bill for
the purpose of amendment, which shall
be open for amendment at any point.
The rule further waives clause 4 of rule
XXI that prohibits appropriations in a
legislative bill against the committee
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute.

House Resolution 455 provides that
the amendment printed in the report of
the Committee on Rules accompanying
the resolution shall be considered as
read, shall not be subject to amend-
ment, and shall not be subject to a de-
mand for a division of the question in
the House or in the Committee of the
Whole House.

House Resolution 455 waives all
points of order against the amendment
printed in the report.

The rule also allows the Chair to ac-
cord priority in recognition to Mem-
bers who have preprinted their amend-
ments in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
Further, it allows the chairman of the
Committee of the Whole to postpone
votes during consideration of the bill,
and to reduce voting time to 5 minutes
on a postponed question if the vote fol-
lows a 15-minute vote.

b 1515
Finally, the rule provides one motion

to recommit with or without instruc-
tions.

Mr. Speaker, the Wildlife and Sports
Fish Restoration Programs Improve-
ment Act of 2000, H.R. 3671, is a bill to
enhance the use of funds available for
grants to States for fish and wildlife
conservation projects and to increase
opportunities for recreational hunting,
bow hunting, trapping, archery and
fishing. The legislation accomplishes
this by eliminating opportunities for
waste, fraud, abuse, mismanagement
and unauthorized expenditures.

The Committee on Resources held
three oversight hearings examining the
manner in which the Fish and Wildlife
Service, through its division of Federal
aid, administered and executed the
Pittman-Robertson Act and the Din-
gell-Johnson Act. The hearings of the
Committee on Resources made it clear
that funds committed for the adminis-
tration and execution of these pro-
grams had not been used for their stat-
ed purposes and that there was a gen-
eral lack of fiscal accountability and
management throughout the programs.

H.R. 3671 stops wasteful spending and
mismanagement of the wildlife and

sports fish trust funds and allows more
money to be distributed directly to the
States for conservation programs.

The legislation fixes what the GAO
called, quote, ‘‘one of the worst man-
aged programs it had ever encountered
by increasing accountability and re-
stricting the administrative use of
funds from the trust funds.’’

Specifically, H.R. 3671 restricts the
use of administrative funds reserved
from Federal excise taxes on hunting
and fishing equipment to purposes di-
rectly related to the Pittman-Johnson
Wildlife Restoration Act and the Din-
gell-Johnson Sport Fish Restoration
Act.

Further, the legislation established
12 categories of authorized costs for the
Wildlife Restoration Act and Sports
Fish Restoration Act and provides that
administrative funds will be available
for one fiscal year, after which all un-
obligated funds will be returned to the
States through the apportionment for-
mula.

H.R. 3671 also requires the Secretary
of Interior to certify in writing the
amount apportioned to each State and
the amount obligated for admin-
istering those programs.

In addition, the Wildlife and Sport
Fish Restoration Programs Improve-
ment Act provides grants from the sav-
ings generated from the administrative
changes in the bill to enhance firearm
and bow hunter education and shooting
range construction. The legislation
also provides up to $2.5 million for the
Secretary of Interior to make
multistate conservation grants.

Finally, the legislation requires in-
creased accountability within the Fish
and Wildlife Service, through certifi-
cation of the use of funds and adminis-
trative restructuring.

The Committee on Resources re-
ported H.R. 3671 as amended by a unan-
imous vote of 36 to nothing last March.

H. Res. 455 makes in order an amend-
ment by the gentleman from Alaska
(Chairman YOUNG) to increase the
amount authorized to administer the
Pittman-Robertson Act and the Din-
gell-Johnson Act to $7.09 million for
each act, an increase of $5 million for
each act with the reduction of these
funds in later years.

The amendment also makes certain
technical changes and changes to en-
sure that the bill language conforms to
language in the existing statute, lan-
guage that is not amended by the bill.

Finally, the CBO has estimated that
enacting H.R. 3671 would have no net
effect on the Federal budget. The Com-
mittee on Rules was pleased to grant
the request of the gentleman from
Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) for an open rule
under H.R. 3671; and accordingly, I urge
my colleagues to support H. Res. 455
and the underlying bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
gentleman from Washington (Mr.
HASTINGS) for yielding me the time.
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Mr. Speaker, this is an open rule. It

will allow for a debate on the Wildlife
and Sport Fish Restoration Act. As my
colleague has described, the debate will
be equally divided and controlled by
the chairman and ranking minority
member from the Committee on Re-
sources.

The rule permits amendments under
the 5-minute rule. This is the normal
amending process in the House. All
Members on both sides of the aisle will
have the opportunity to offer amend-
ments if they are germane and if they
meet the requirements under House
rules.

Mr. Speaker, the Fish and Wildlife
Service operates two programs that
give States grants to help conserve and
manage their fish and wildlife re-
sources, and there is widespread agree-
ment the financial management for
these programs needs to be improved.
However, there is disagreement over
the solutions in this bill. Much in the
bill is a step in the right direction, but
the restrictions in the measure could
reduce the ability of the Fish and Wild-
life Service to manage these programs.

This is an open rule, though, and
Members will have an opportunity to
improve the bill on the House floor, as
long as their amendments meet the re-
quirements of the House rules.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Ohio (Ms. PRYCE), my
colleague on the Committee on Rules.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
thank my distinguished colleague, the
gentleman from the State of Wash-
ington (Mr. HASTINGS), for yielding me
this time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of this open rule. As a cosponsor of the
underlying legislation, H.R. 3671 the
Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration
Programs Improvement Act of the year
2000, I am pleased that this open rule
will allow this body to fully debate this
environmentally sound and fiscally re-
sponsible legislation.

H.R. 3671 addresses recently uncov-
ered waste, fraud and abuse in two very
important funds established by two dif-
ferent acts of Congress which provide
money to the States for wildlife and
sport fishing conservation programs.

Mr. Speaker, our Nation’s sportsmen
and women proudly contribute to wild-
life and fish improvement projects
every time they purchase fishing tack-
le, hunting gear, or any other sporting
goods.

However, recent oversight hearings
held by the House Committee on Re-
sources and an audit conducted by the
General Accounting Office have re-
vealed widespread abuses and misuses
of millions of dollars of these funds,
which are financed by the excise taxes
on sporting goods, guns, ammunition,
fishing tackle, and motor boat fuel. In
fact, the General Accounting Office has
characterized this program as one of
the worst-managed programs the inves-
tigator has ever encountered.

H.R. 3671 addresses and rightfully
corrects these abuses by increasing ac-
countability and reeling in the admin-
istrative use of these funds so that this
waste of taxpayer money will not occur
in the future.

Simply put, the money paid by our
Nation’s sportsmen and women will go
toward wildlife and fish improvement
projects, as the law specified, rather
than on unauthorized expenditures,
slush funds, alcoholic beverages, or
overseas trips to exotic designations.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3671 goes to the
very heart of why our constituents
elected us to office, to safeguard their
money and to ensure that it is spent
wisely. As a fiscal conservative, my
constituents sent me to Washington to
reduce the size of bureaucracy, in-
crease the efficiency of Federal pro-
grams, and improve the accountability
of our government.

This bill represents the very checks
and balances between the administra-
tion and the Congress which our
Founding Fathers envisioned to con-
trol waste, fraud and abuse. Passage of
this legislation will allow us to regain
the trust of those who enjoy what our
great outdoors has to offer and who
seek to contribute to its conservation.

I would like to commend the gen-
tleman from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) and
the House Committee on Resources for
their bipartisan work in oversight in
protecting the American taxpayer
while at the same time increasing
funds for true conservation. I urge
adoption of this open rule and passage
of the underlying bill.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG), the
distinguished chairman of the Com-
mittee on Resources.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker,
as has been stated before, we sought an
open rule. The Committee on Rules de-
cided to give us the open rule.

The law says that a percentage of
that money, up to 8 percent for Pitt-
man-Robertson and up to 6 percent for
Dingell-Johnson, can be used for ad-
ministration expenses.

We have found out, though, that the
maximum percentage was used in 1998.
$31 million was used for administration
purposes. Throughout the 1990s, the
percentage escalated from 2 percent or
3 percent all the way to the maximum,
which is 14 percent.

Our year-long oversight project ex-
amined exactly how the $31 million was
supposedly used to administer the im-
portant conservation acts. We found
out, through the oversight, some very
alarming things.

Mr. Speaker, I suggest respectfully,
in fact, we found out that the money
was spent not as the law said it shall be
spent, not for administrative purposes.

The bill I bring to the House today is
designed to make sure that not one
dime of wildlife or sport fishing con-
servation trust funds are misspent
again. We have been as accommodating
as possible to concerns about adequate

levels of funding for program adminis-
tration, and with the open rule we
want to be receptive to other ideas
about how to make the conservation
funds run more effectively.

The bill was developed during a 7-
month process with 14 wildlife and fish
sport groups representing each State.
These groups conceptualized the solu-
tions based on the oversight work of
the Committee on Resources.

We held three oversight investigative
meetings, and we had suggestions from
those findings; and this bill is a result
of those.

The law as exists today does not au-
thorize those expenditures which oc-
curred; but rather than argue over that
point, we focused on solutions which
are in the bill that I bring to the Com-
mittee on Rules today. My cosponsor
and I decided to fix the loopholes that
the Fish and Wildlife Service point to
when they try to justify their expendi-
ture of administration of trust funds.
This bill caps the amount of adminis-
trative expenditures at $10 million. We
spell out exactly what expenses are au-
thorized to administer the program. We
add reporting and auditing require-
ments. We create a transparent mul-
tiple-State grant program where $5
million of the funds were improperly
used for unauthorized costs. We use
some of the savings to enhance hunter
safety and education. We create an as-
sociate director of Fish and Wildlife,
and sport fish trust funds to raise the
profile of these important conservation
activities and look out for the con-
servation trust funds. These are solu-
tions of the Pittman-Robertson, Din-
gell-Johnson acts, two acts that are
vital to the conservation and restora-
tion of wildlife and sport fishing in the
country.

I have asked for only one amendment
today under the rule that increases the
level of funding from $10 million to $14
million, with a total level of funding of
$19 million. We did this to ensure a
transition period for 3 years during
which there would be a slight reduction
in staffing levels that manage that
trust fund.

My amendment takes the authorized
level down from 120 employees in 2001
to 100 employees in 2003. That adjusts
the level upward thereafter based on
the Consumer Price Index.

The amendment makes other tech-
nical changes to make sure that the
bill conforms with other parts of the
underlying Pittman-Robertson, Din-
gell-Johnson acts that are not amend-
ed. Other than that, we think we have
a good bill. Overall, this is a good bill
and should be passed and voted on by
all my colleagues.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT).

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate my friend, the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. HASTINGS), for yield-
ing time on this important bill that
really helps restore confidence with the
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people who worked to get this legisla-
tion enacted to start with. Both Pitt-
man-Robertson and Dingell-Johnson
have had the support of virtually every
outdoor sports organization. They have
had the support of people who sell the
very things that are taxed under this
legislation. Seldom do we have people
who are selling a product come and say
we would like that product to be taxed
because it enhances the cause that we
believe is important to enhance.

Of course, this current law levies ex-
cise taxes on guns, on ammunition, on
archery equipment, on fishing equip-
ment; and that is used to fund wildlife
programs. What we have seen happen is
that the percentages that the chairman
just mentioned, the maximum percent-
ages for administration have been far
exceeded in expenditures that were be-
yond the scope of this legislation.

The House Committee on Resources
had hearings where it appeared that as
much as one-third of the money was
being used in areas that were origi-
nally thought to be capped at 6 or 8
percent. That is not acceptable.

This bill establishes a cap on admin-
istrative costs. It creates 12 specific
categories of costs so that we know for
sure what is going in can count as ad-
ministration. It prohibits funds from
being used for functions where Con-
gress has already appropriated money.
That is what this process is about. It is
not up to the Fish and Wildlife Com-
mission to decide that the Congress did
not appropriate enough, and so they
will supplement that out of funds in-
tended for other purposes. They need to
come back to the Congress and ask for
more money and justify that money in
the regular way.

This then returns unused money to
the States. It eliminates a $1 million
directors’ conservation fund. Some
have suggested that that was a slush
fund, and there is plenty of evidence to
say that that is what it very well could
be called.

I hope that we restore the confidence
of the people who asked for this excise
tax, who collect the tax, who see how
the tax is spent, by approving the rule
and approving the bill today.

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 4 minutes to the gentleman from
Alabama (Mr. CALLAHAN), chairman of
the Subcommittee on Foreign Oper-
ations, Export Financing and Related
Programs.

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I sup-
pose I rise to ask some questions pos-
sibly of the Committee on Rules mem-
bers here today, and I wanted also to
have the opportunity to address this
question to the chairman of the full
committee. I know that many have had
thousands of phone calls, like I have, of
people concerned with the fact that the
Congress of the United States gave the
Fish and Wildlife such excessive au-
thority over the fining of people hunt-
ing for sport all over this country.

Specifically, it is my understanding
that under current law there can be as-
sessed to someone who owns a baited

field, even whether or not he had any-
thing to do with the baiting, if anyone
is caught hunting, dove hunting over a
baited field, the owner of the property
can be assessed a fine of some $200,000;
and the hunter can be fined $100,000.

I do not think anyone in this House
and certainly no hunter that I know of
would advocate the hunting over a
baited field, but this type of excessive
control that the Federal Government
has in assessing these types of obnox-
ious fines to our hunters and to prop-
erty owners should be addressed.

So I guess my question, Mr. Speaker,
is can this be addressed in this issue? I
know it is an open rule, but I know
there are some limitations on what can
be offered as an amendment. Would
this bill today be the vehicle that we
could use to begin addressing and re-
ducing this situation that is causing
such misery to hunters all over Amer-
ica?

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker,
will the gentleman yield?

Mr. CALLAHAN. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Alaska.
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Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I

appreciate the gentleman bringing this
to the attention of the floor. We cannot
address it in legislation. It would not
be germane.

But I can assure the gentleman from
Alabama that the bill that he voted on
and I voted on and which I was a spon-
sor last year concerning this issue was
not in the House bill. In fact, it was a
clean bill that would really relieve the
‘‘don’t know,’’ and have, as Fish and
Wildlife was, issuing fines against
those people. It was trying to take that
away from the Fish and Wildlife.

The Fish and Wildlife Enforcement
Group have interpreted the bill on be-
half of Senator CHAFEE, who is no
longer with us, may his soul rest in
peace, but he put this in the bill in the
waning hours, which none of us knew
about. We have been made aware of
this by the gentleman’s hunters and
my hunters and the people involved in
Fish and Wildlife Conservation.

I have also suggested to the Fish and
Wildlife not to interpret the law as the
gentleman from Alabama mentioned.
But we are going to try to address this
issue in the very near future to make
sure that the untold fines which are
now being suggested be imposed upon
individuals will not take place.

I am one that does not believe in the
baited field, but many times this could
occur unbeknownst to the knowledge
of the farmer or, in fact, the hunter
itself, and it is unfair to put this type
of burden upon those people.

So I will do everything in my power
to make sure that we address the fact
that we never supported it.

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, re-
claiming my time just for a second,
when can I go back and tell the people
in Alabama that are so interested in
this when some relief is going to be
forthcoming? If this is not the vehicle,
where is the vehicle to address this?

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker,
we hope that we will have a vehicle
that the gentleman can do it, in fact
the bill itself in the near future. I can
assure the gentleman that we are well
aware of this issue. I will suggest one
other thing. It will be taken ahead of
the next dove season. I can assure the
gentleman from Alabama of that.

Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I
should hope so. I know the hunters of
south Alabama will, too.

I hope that we can address this as ex-
peditiously as we can, because it is
wrong of us to give this authority.
Whether or not it was done in the mid-
dle of the night in the Senate or wher-
ever, the law is the law.

The people of Alabama do not violate
the law. So we are not baiting fields
anyway. But if he finds one kernel of
corn of Fish and Wildlife, the game
warden, then that property owner can
be assessed a $200,000 fine under exist-
ing law. So I hope we can address it.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker,
if the gentleman will yield, I have al-
ready informed the Fish and Wildlife of
this issue; and, to my knowledge, there
has been no fines of that amount, but
they could occur. We have to change it
so it could not occur. If there has been
any fines placed after the passage of
the law last year, they have been in the
$100, $200, $300 range, and we expect to
keep it that way.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I am pleased to yield 3 min-
utes to the gentleman from Montana
(Mr. HILL).

(Mr. HILL of Montana asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HILL of Montana. Mr. Speaker, I
want to thank the gentleman from
Washington for yielding me the time,
and I want to thank the leadership for
allowing this issue to come to the
floor.

Mr. Speaker, we are living in a time
when I think the cynicism about gov-
ernment is probably at an all-time
high. It of course is because we have
probably an all-time high in the num-
ber of scandals here in Washington.

The scandal that has given rise to
this particular bill is that there has
been a raid on the sportsmen and wom-
en’s trust funds. The sportsmen and
women in this country have supported
an excise tax on guns and ammunition
and fishing equipment and archery
equipment, which it goes into a fund,
the purpose of which is to support con-
servation efforts and promote hunting
and fishing.

Now, what we have discovered is
that, in recent years, these funds have
been raided using what the General Ac-
counting Office has described as a shell
game. The Fish and Wildlife Service
created slush funds to circumvent the
intent of Congress.

The General Accounting Office de-
scribed the management of these funds,
and I quote, ‘‘one of the worst managed
programs that it had ever encountered.
In some instances, even the General
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Accounting Office could not determine
where the money went or how it got
spent.’’

In another instance, the General Ac-
counting Office reported that the Fish
and Wildlife Service had placed these
dollars into a fund that was not even
authorized to circumvent their own
criteria for the approval of the spend-
ing of the projects.

In another instance, they created an
unauthorized administrative grant pro-
gram to fund programs that were not
supported by Congress.

There is an instance, for example,
where the director tried to get an em-
ployee to fund an anti-hunting project
using the funds that came from hunt-
ers’ supported excise tax.

It is important for us at this point to
rebuild public confidence and support
for hunting and fishing. This bill is im-
portant because it will restore con-
fidence in these programs. But it is
also important that taxpayers know
that, when they pay taxes, the money
is going to be spent for the purpose
that it was intended.

It has been commonplace in the Clin-
ton-Gore administration to raid trust
funds. They have raided the highway
trust fund. They have raided the avia-
tion trust fund. They have raided the
Social Security trust fund. They have
raided the Medicare trust fund. They
have even raided the Wildlife trust
fund.

I support this bill. I am proud to be a
cosponsor. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the rule and support the bill.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr.
CUNNINGHAM).

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I
laud the gentleman from Alaska
(Chairman YOUNG) for this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I grew up in a little city
called Fresno, California. I had 11 un-
cles that taught me how to hunt and
fish. As a matter of fact, one time I
threw a gum wrapper down in the
woods, and my grandfather picked me
up and threw me in a stream. I did not
do it again.

The opportunity to enjoy the woods,
to enjoy the fish and game that our
forefathers have is very, very impor-
tant. We have had legislation on this
floor like the tuna-dolphin that al-
lowed us, not only to save dolphin, but
to preserve our fish species and not de-
stroy our bycatch.

We have had bills on shark finning to
preserve, even things that I do not like
because I am a diver, sharks. But it is
science based in its nature. People that
most use the resource are the ones that
are going to pay for it.

The Sportsmen’s Caucus, made up of
Republicans and Democrats and con-
servationists and environmentalists,
support this legislation. We have a vi-
sion, not just for right now, but 100
years from now so that my children
and my grandchildren will be able to
use these resources.

Organizations like Ducks Unlimited
that have put billions of dollars into

habitat to bring about the restoration
of ducks and geese across this country.
Accountability, effectiveness, responsi-
bility, and science based are some of
the things that go into this particular
bill.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I am pleased to yield 3 min-
utes to the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. GILCHREST).

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Washington
for yielding me this time.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to make
two points here today. The first point
is about Fish and Wildlife as an organi-
zation has done some magnificent
things around the country. In my dis-
trict in particular, they have helped
enhance the marine ecosystem for the
fisheries in the Chesapeake Bay. They
have helped enhance wildlife habitat
corridors to protect wildlife and keep
the Eastern Shore of Maryland and
much of Maryland in a beautiful state,
in an environmental condition that we
can be proud of.

The Fish and Wildlife has also
worked in my district to help preserve
agriculture and make it profitable by a
collaborative effort with a number of
Federal, State agencies, and the pri-
vate sector. So the Fish and Wildlife is
out there, and they can do a magnifi-
cent job that is worthy of all of us.

But what we do not want to have
happen is those few dollars that are
available for when official Fish and
Wildlife can do a substantial job to be
taken away and spent in an unwise
fashion where there is no criteria.

The bill of the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. YOUNG) addresses two specific
problems that we have come across
through a series of hearings. One, and
this is, in essence, a misdirection of
dollars that are badly needed at all of
our congressional level districts.

Number one, the Director’s Conserva-
tion Fund. The Director’s Conservation
Fund was used solely at the discretion
of the director. No criteria existed for
making grants under this unauthorized
fund.

So what is the solution? The bill pro-
vides a solution. This bill will restore
the good faith of sportsmen and women
in this successful program by elimi-
nating unauthorized expenditures
through the Director’s Conservation
Fund, reducing disproportionately the
high amount for overhead. So that is
the Director’s Conservation Fund.

The other problem has been there
were several instances in which Fish
and Wildlife Service use conservation
trust funds for wildlife and sport fish
to pay for other service needs. These
were salaries, these were a whole range
of things, travel and so on.

So what is the solution? The solution
to spending these Federal aid program
dollars in areas where they should not
be spent is that this legislation elimi-
nates extra funds for the Fish and
Wildlife Service to use for inappro-
priate expenditures. We fix the amount
available and limit what it can be

spent on. That means that we fix the
amount that can be spent on adminis-
trative services and ensure that a ma-
jority of those dollars, if not 99 percent
of those dollars, that people pay excise
taxes for will be given to the Fish and
Wildlife.

With the cooperation of Members of
Congress, other Federal agencies, the
Fish and Wildlife Service can do the
job that we all want them to do
throughout this country, and that is
preserve the natural heritage of Fish
and Wildlife that our forefathers expe-
rienced in the past, we experience now
in the present, and unseen generations
to come will be able to enjoy that pris-
tine natural environment.

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. BARCIA).

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of H.R. 3671,
the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restora-
tion Programs Improvement Act. I
want to commend the gentleman from
Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) and the members
of his committee for his diligence in
uncovering the abuses that this legisla-
tion seeks to rectify and for intro-
ducing this bill which will ensure the
conservation funds will be spent where
they are most needed and where they
were originally intended to be spent.

I would also like to thank the chair-
man for his dedication to protecting
the rights and interest of sportsmen
and women across the country who
have contributed to this fund for well
over 60 years.

As a member of the Congressional
Sportsmen’s Caucus and cochair of the
Congressional Task Force on
Bowhunting, I have been carefully
monitoring the issue and criticism over
the misuse of funds by the Fish and
Wildlife Service. I was very concerned
when I heard that the money was being
spent, not on the administration of the
act, but on unrelated trips, unauthor-
ized bonuses, and the funding of other
departments within the Fish and Wild-
life Service.

This legislation addresses these ad-
ministrative abuses and ensures that
sportsmen’s dollars will be used to ben-
efit fish and wildlife conservation ef-
forts. It also provides firearm and bow
hunter education and safety training
and establishes an assistant director
for the Wildlife and Sport Fish Res-
toration Program whose sole responsi-
bility will be the management and ad-
ministration of the Wildlife and Sport
Fish Restoration Program.

Overall, the bill will prevent con-
servation dollars from being spent in
ways that do not help conservation. It
will send more money to the States for
them to use for conservation projects.

I wholeheartedly support this legisla-
tion and urge its immediate passage.

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER),
former chairman of the committee.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Ohio for yielding me this time.
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Mr. Speaker, several Members have

come to the floor to tout the findings
of the General Accounting Office as
necessary proof of the proposed reforms
in this legislation. In most instances, I
believe that GAO provides an impor-
tant and impartial perspective to en-
able the Congress to assess the cir-
cumstances underlying any policy
issue. I believe we all share this view.

But I have had time to reassess the
information provided last year by the
GAO. Frankly, Mr. Speaker, the more I
have read and learned, the more con-
cerned I have become about GAO’s per-
formance during the conduct of this in-
vestigation.

Contrary to the assertions made by
the majority, I am sure that many
Members of this House would be sur-
prised to learn that GAO never filed a
final report for their investigation. In
fact, all of the assertions attributed to
GAO were based upon preliminary find-
ings, findings that in many instances
were partial and failed to include im-
portant information.

Rarely have I seen such an example
of cut and run analysis. I want to take
just a few minutes to share some exam-
ples for the benefit of Members unfa-
miliar with this investigation.

For example, the Committee on Re-
sources heard from GAO that the Fish
and Wildlife Service had lost roughly
$85 million in Federal aid funds. But
upon closer inspection of the Fish and
Wildlife Service’s own internal account
reconciliation process, it was revealed
that only about $7 million was
unreconciled at the time that GAO
made that claim. GAO did not provide
any reason for this oversight in their
analysis.

To clarify this matter further, I am
pleased to report to my colleagues that
it is my understanding that the Serv-
ice’s reconciliation process has now re-
duced the outstanding total to around
$700,000. A full accounting for all funds
is expected soon.

More importantly, it appears that
these funds were never lost in the first
place. Had GAO’s investigators gone to
the Service’s own Division of Finance,
they would have found corresponding
account information to fill in the gaps
between the incomplete financial
records kept in the Federal Aid Office.
But GAO investigators never bothered
to make a trip to Denver to look into
this matter.

We also heard from GAO that the
Fish and Wildlife Service was negligent
in implementing GAO’s recommenda-
tions after GAO’s 1993 investigation
into the Sports Fish Restoration Pro-
gram. But in fact, the Fish and Wildlife
Service has implemented almost all of
GAO’s previous recommendations.
However, again, GAO failed to include
in its preliminary findings any recogni-
tion that the Service had, in fact, im-
plemented its recommendations.

b 1545

Normally, these types of errors are
corrected during the close-out review

of the Federal agency under scrutiny.
But because the GAO declined to file a
final report, these errors were allowed
to stand uncontested.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to submit
for the RECORD this table of reforms
that have been initiated by the Fish
and Wildlife Service to address con-
cerns raised by the GAO and by other
critics of the financial management
practices of the Office of Federal Aid.
They speak for themselves.

These are just a few of the glaring ex-
amples of the flaws in the GAO’s anal-
ysis; and I am left to wonder whether
GAO really has, in fact, provided an ob-
jective analysis has in fact provided an
objective analysis or has been more
motivated to justify the preconcep-
tions raised by the majority or the
GAO itself.

The gentleman from Alaska has re-
peatedly referred to the statement
made by the GAO asserting that the
Office of Federal Aid was one of the
worst-managed programs GAO has ever
investigated. While I make absolutely
no apologies for the shoddy past finan-
cial management at the Office of Fed-
eral Aid, I find GAO’s performance
lacking and disappointing.

The Congress relies on GAO to make
these kinds of objective analyses, and
they should be beyond reproach. In this
case, I do not think that is the case. I
will get into more detail in general de-
bate about some of the corrective ac-
tions that the committee has taken,
some of which are justified and others
that I think are going to keep this
agency from doing the type of proper
job it should do in administering these
programs.

Mr. Speaker, I submit for the RECORD
the table of reforms I referred to ear-
lier.
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE SERVICE

ON FEDERAL AID ISSUES

1993

Initiated a new budget review process to
ensure that all requests for Federal Aid
funds are adequately justified.

Began maintaining files of all direct
charges to the Sport Fish program.

Transferred Take Pride position out of
Federal Aid Office.

Required Management Assistance Team
(MAT) and others in Federal Aid to charge
for their services.

1994

Reduced amount of Federal Aid Adminis-
trative funds used for General Administra-
tive Service account. Required that calcula-
tions be reviewed annually.

Ended the practice of charging overhead
costs to the state grants portion of the ac-
count.

Implemented the practice of describing
cross program initiatives involving Federal
Aid in the FWS Budget submission.

Instituted a new cost recovery policy
which established a minimum standard rate
to be charged for administrative costs.

Published in the Federal Register the pol-
icy and procedures for funding Administra-
tive Grants projects. Published annually
from 1994–1998.

1996

Initiated a new program to audit the
State’s use of funds apportioned under Wal-

lop-Breaux/Dingell-Johnson and Pittman-
Robertson Programs.

Began to design a new grant management
information and tracking system.

1997

Issued guidance to Regional Directors stat-
ing that all charges against Federal Aid
must be approved by Appropriations Com-
mittee. Issued during September of 1997 and
again on August 16, 1998.

1998

Began the process of reconciling dif-
ferences between Federal Aid Office grant
records and the Service’s Division of Fi-
nance’s records.

Requested Defense Contract Audit Agency
(DCAA) to develop an audit program for ad-
ministrative funds; DCAA advised that they
were unable to do so.

Developed National Training program for
Federal & State employees involved in grant
activities.

Began working with Customs, IRS, BATF,
IAFWA, Wildlife Management Institute, in-
dustry and staff from Sen. Breaux and Rep.
Tanner to review excise tax collections in
Treasury. Eventually recovered more than
$20 million in excise taxes not credited to the
Federal Aid programs, and another $20 mil-
lion for the Migratory Bird Conservation
Fund.

Published Notice in the Federal Register
soliciting public input on alternative meth-
ods to fund administrative grants program.
Also stated in that Notice that the present
program needs to be eliminated or improved.
(9/16/98)

1999

Implemented FAIMS (Federal Aid Informa-
tion Management System), the grant man-
agement and tracking system. (1/99)

Announced decision to terminate the Di-
rector’s Conservation Fund. (3/99)

Established a State/Federal Review Team
to evaluate Washington and Regional office
administration of Federal Aid program. (3/99)
Team met formally during July and August.

Announced in a letter to the IAFWA
(International Association of Fish and Wild-
life Agencies) plans to terminate Adminis-
trative Grants Program. (5/12/99)

Announced in the Federal Register the ter-
mination of the Administrative Grants Pro-
gram. (7/26/99)

Reviewed contract under which GAO says
it is unclear whether the Service or con-
tractor should receive over $100,000 collected.
Determined that money was reimbursement
of contractor copying costs, not profits. (7/99)

Established an inter-office Financial Man-
agement Team to address financial manage-
ment weaknesses in the Federal Aid Pro-
gram.

Mr. HALL of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, the
rule is a good rule. It is open. We have
no problem with it. We urge a ‘‘yes’’
vote on the rule.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I too urge my colleagues to
support the rule and the underlying
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time, and I move the previous
question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.
The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

HASTINGS of Washington). Pursuant to
House Resolution 455 and rule XVIII,
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the Chair declares the House in the
Committee of the Whole House on the
State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill H.R. 3671.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly, the House resolved
itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3671) to
amend the Acts popularly known as
the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Res-
toration Act and the Dingell-Johnson
Sport Fish Restoration Act to enhance
the funds available for grants to States
for fish and wildlife conservation
projects and increase opportunities for
recreational hunting, bow hunting,
trapping, archery, and fishing, by
eliminating opportunities for waste,
fraud, abuse, maladministration, and
unauthorized expenditures for adminis-
tration and execution of those Acts,
and for other purposes, with Mr. BURR
of North Carolina in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the

rule, the bill is considered as having
been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER)
each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG).

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

(Mr. YOUNG of Alaska asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, listen to these words. They tell us
why this legislation is urgently needed.

‘‘We don’t want legislation to put us
in a tighter box. If another need for
this money comes up in the future, we
want to be able to direct money to do
it,’’ says the deputy director of the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service
about this bill in the March 2000 issue
of Outdoor Life.

The deputy director’s words were a
plea for help and this bill answers that
plea. Those who oversee this program
still want to use wildlife and sport fish
money, paid by sportsmen, to create
slush accounts and fund other unau-
thorized needs.

This bill assists the Fish and Wildlife
Service in their administration of the
programs by providing clear direction
on what they can do when admin-
istering these wildlife and sport fish
trust accounts. The bill eliminates the
broad discretionary authority that sup-
posedly gave them the permission to
spend wildlife and sport fish trust ac-
counts on things like slush funds and
other unnecessary foreign travel. This
bill prevents abuses and protects the
trust funds. This bill does not choke
the administration of the wildlife and
fish trust accounts. It makes them
lean, and it makes them manage the
money accountably.

This bill maintains the integrity of
the two acts by ensuring the funds will

be used for true administration by au-
thorizing exactly what the administra-
tion funds may be spent on. This in-
cludes things like personnel, direct
support costs, costs to make grants,
and actual overhead costs.

It will ensure that millions of excise
tax dollars paid by sportsmen and
women on guns, ammo, archery equip-
ment, and fishing equipment will go to
the States to improve opportunities to
enjoy hunting and fishing, enhance
hunting safety, providing conservation
projects to improve habitat, and a vari-
ety of other wildlife and sport fishery
restoration projects that benefit all
Americans.

The bill caps the amount of adminis-
tration dollars at $10 million for both
programs for true program administra-
tive needs, plus $5 million for the
multistate grant program that the
Service improperly funded from admin-
istrative money. These program re-
forms deliver more wildlife and sport
fishing restoration dollars to the
States.

Because of past abuses, several cer-
tification, auditing and accounting re-
quirements are added. These require-
ments will ensure that the committees
in the House and Senate and the public
will get what we need to confirm that
the wildlife and sport fish trust funds
are administered cleanly and effec-
tively.

We authorize a multiple-state con-
servation grant program to fund wild-
life and sport fish restoration prop-
erties or programs that will benefit
both groups of the States. Often States
wish to cooperate with conservation
projects, and this program will allow
them to do so; $5 million, split between
wildlife and sport fish, are authorized
for this purpose.

With some of the savings we achieve
in the bill, we authorize a firearm and
bow hunter safety grant program to as-
sist States to enhance firearm, hunting
and archery education programs, and
ranges and safety programs.

We found a lack of accountability
within the current Federal Aid pro-
gram that administers the accounts.
We found that Federal Aid managers
lacked control over their own re-
sources. As a result, we elevated the
chief of the Federal Aid program to the
level of assistant secretary.

The new position is the assistant di-
rector for Wildlife and Sport Fish Res-
toration Programs, who, organization-
ally, reports to the director. This
structure elevates one-third of the
total fish and wildlife service budget
and places it squarely in the director’s
office. The sole responsibility of the
new assistant director will be the man-
agement, administration, and over-
sight of the Wildlife and Sport Fish
Restoration Programs.

Every Member should support this
legislation. I knew that we had to press
on and make these reforms rigid when
I read what the deputy director of the
Service said about this bill in the
March 2000 issue of Outdoor Life.

I urge the House to support this im-
portant legislation and ensure that the
taxes paid by sportsmen and women
benefit wildlife and sport fish conserva-
tion and restoration in the States. By
supporting this legislation, we will pre-
vent excise taxes, paid by our constitu-
ents and earmarked for our game and
fish departments, from being improp-
erly used and squandered by the Fed-
eral Government.

It is our job to protect the sportsmen
and women who pay the tax in each of
our districts. Vote for this bill. Do
something we should have done more
around here, and that is to provide so-
lutions to eliminate waste and fraud
and abuse by the Federal Government.
It just so happens doing it this time
means more wildlife and more sport ac-
tivity for the people in our districts.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Chairman, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

In just 3 weeks, we will be cele-
brating the 30th anniversary of the
first Earth Day. And just like the re-
turn of spring, the coming Earth Day
has spurred the majority to renew
their annual migration to the House
floor with legislation to supposedly
demonstrate their concern and support
for the environment.

This is legislation that does both of
those things, it tries to express their
concern for the environment and also
to clean up some problems within the
sport fish restoration program. But I
am afraid this legislation goes too far.

In its desire to seek out waste, fraud,
and abuse, I believe that this legisla-
tion, in fact, will end up, if kept in its
current form, undermining the ability
of the Fish and Wildlife Service to ad-
minister an account for roughly $450
million to support wildlife and sport
fish conservation activities in the
States.

As we sat through the hearings, I
must say that I share some of the con-
cerns that the gentleman from Alaska
(Mr. YOUNG) has outlined in his desire
to improve the performance of this pro-
gram within the agency. But unfortu-
nately, the legislation, as it stands be-
fore the House today, I think makes
cuts that are far too severe and imperil
the ability of this agency to administer
the programs to the States or, in fact,
even put additional burdens on the
States for which they will not have re-
sources to do; and I will elaborate on
that point later in the debate in this
legislation.

I think it is important to remind our
colleagues that the Fish and Wildlife
Service is recognized and admitted sub-
stantial errors that have been made.
Serious reforms have been initiated by
Fish and Wildlife Service Director
Jamie Clark to improve the enforce-
ment of financial policies and proce-
dures, including the termination of dis-
cretionary grant programs, the hiring
of a new Federal Aid expert to closely
oversee the Federal Aid Office, the es-
tablishment of strict new policies for
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travel and expenses, and the initiation
of new training programs for Federal
and States employees.

These moves indicate to me that the
Service is aggressively taking action
to clean up this mess. Has the Service
acted quickly enough to address these
problems? Certainly not. But is the
Fish and Wildlife Service now making
a serious effort to clean up the admin-
istration of these programs? I believe
they are. It is unfortunate the major-
ity has decided to ignore these internal
reforms.

Which brings us to where we are
today. When the majority concluded its
investigation, I hoped that we might be
able to work to draft legislation suffi-
ciently tailored to ensure long-term fi-
nancial accountability of this program.
But so far we have been unable to do
that.

I have several concerns about this
legislation. Foremost is my concern
that the bill would severely cut the
amount of allowable funding for the
Service to administer the program. As
reported by the Committee on Re-
sources, the bill would have established
a $10 million per-year cap to fund ad-
ministrative activities which the ma-
jority claims would track existing
costs for legitimate administrative
functions. However, the Fish and Wild-
life Service indicates that the per-
sonnel costs alone amount to $9.5 mil-
lion annually.

Furthermore, when the service ana-
lyzed past spending, organized by the
majority’s own 12 expense categories,
and when the Service backed out the il-
legitimate expenses, the costs for ad-
ministration consistently ranged be-
tween $20 million to $25 million. Clear-
ly, $10 million is simply not sufficient
to engage in the proper practices.

It is my understanding that the fund-
ing levels imposed by this cap would
force the Service to terminate any-
where between 40 to 60 Federal Aid em-
ployees. In addition, the caps would
also force the Service to cut back on
important administrative activities,
including State grant audits, budget
oversight, and procedural training for
Federal and State personnel. How is
the Service supposed to provide in-
creased oversight, accountability, and
services to the States under this sce-
nario?

I ask if my colleagues’ offices would
be able to provide the same level of
services to their constituents if they
were forced to cut their office staff and
operating budgets by 30, 40 or 50 per-
cent? Of course not. But that is what
this legislation would impose on the
Service.

I am also concerned the bill does not
provide any administrative flexibility
for the Fish and Wildlife Service to re-
spond to unknown future expenses that
could be imposed on the Service. For
example, if the CARA legislation
should pass, it would allocate an addi-
tional $350 million to the Pittman-Rob-
inson programs, but it would not allow
any additional funding for that pro-

gram. I hope we can either address that
problem in this legislation or in the
follow-along CARA legislation.

I find it remarkable that the major-
ity insists that the workload of the
program could virtually double over-
night but would not provide additional
administrative funds to the program.

I am also concerned that the bill does
nothing to ensure the States who re-
ceive Federal funds are held account-
able on how they spend their grants.
After all, the States receive 93 percent
of all the Federal Aid funds, roughly
$450 annually. Yet the audit of State
programs has uncovered many trou-
bling examples of financial abuse, very
similar, if not identical, to the prob-
lems uncovered in the Federal inves-
tigation of the Federal agency.

I find it interesting that the com-
mittee would focus its attention exclu-
sively on how the Fish and Wildlife
Service spends its funds, which total
about $31 million, but fail to address
the credible evidence of similar finan-
cial mismanagement among the States
that spend more than 10 times that
amount of money.

Perhaps this indifference reveals the
true nature about this legislation. It is
less about the avoidance of spending
money unlawfully than it is about pun-
ishing the Service.

I am disappointed that we have been
unable to resolve these substantial
concerns and other problems that I
have raised with this legislation. I
would have preferred to resolve these
matters before bringing the bill to the
floor. Hopefully, they will be resolved
before this legislation is reported from
the Senate.

I would hope that the majority would
understand that to seek signature on
this legislation some of these concerns,
that are legitimately raised by the
Fish and Wildlife Service, by some of
the State agencies, and by supporters
of this program, will have to be
changed if the agency is, in fact, going
to effectively administer the Office of
Federal Aid; and if they are going to be
able to administer the programs as we
on the committee now agree they
should be, which resulted from the
hearings and the investigations that
the majority led into this agency.

I guess, in short, I would simply say
this: I believe this legislation is on the
right track, but I believe it is overkill.

b 1600

I believe it is overkill, to the extent
to which it can render the agency inef-
fective to do exactly the mission that
is outlined in this reform legislation.

I would hope that the principals of
this legislation could work out so there
could be sufficient funding that would
allow the agency to do its job properly,
there would be the reforms that the
legislation speaks to to make sure
that, in fact, monies are spent properly
for the purposes for which people pay
into this fund and for which those of us
who make the policy on this matter ex-
pect them to be paid.

The agency must be allowed to func-
tion, and I would hope that those needs
could be addressed.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee will
rise informally to receive a message.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HASTINGS of Washington) assumed the
Chair.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
A message in writing from the Presi-

dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Committee will resume its sitting.

f

WILDLIFE AND SPORT FISH RES-
TORATION PROGRAMS IMPROVE-
MENT ACT OF 2000
The Committee resumed its sitting.
Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-

man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. DELAY), the
great leader in the House.

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Chairman, last year,
congressional Republicans fought
tooth-and-nail to cut waste, fraud and
abuse out of a bloated Federal budget.
We were successful, but we have only
just begun.

This year we remain vigilant in our
crusade to return accountability to the
Federal Government, and, today,
thanks to the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Resources (Mr. YOUNG), we
are taking another important step by
bringing this bill to the floor.

This measure will eliminate waste,
fraud and abuse at the Fish and Wild-
life Service and restore integrity and
accountability to our conservation pro-
grams.

Last century, America’s sportsmen
agreed to excise taxes on sporting
equipment so that others could enjoy
hunting, fishing, and other outdoor ac-
tivities. In doing so, they placed their
trust in the Federal Government to ad-
minister these funds, their hard-earned
dollars, for State conservation efforts.

This system worked for decades, but
this administration has shattered that
trust. A yearlong committee investiga-
tion revealed that half the money set
aside to administer these programs,
over $15 million, was improperly used.

But do not just take my word for it.
The GAO report, and I quote, ‘‘to our
knowledge, this is, if not the worst, one
of the worst managed programs we
have encountered.’’

Mr. Chairman, this bill ensures that
the government manages the people’s
money wisely. I urge my colleagues to
support this bill and restore trust be-
tween America’s sportsmen and their
government.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Chairman, I yield 4 minutes to the
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. UDALL).

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Chair-
man, I thank my colleague, the gen-
tleman from California for yielding me
the time.
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Mr. Chairman, while I support this

bill, I do have some concerns about it,
and at the appropriate time, I will offer
an amendment that I think can set the
stage for addressing those concerns.

As the gentleman from Alaska (Mr.
YOUNG) and others have noted, this bill
was prompted by information devel-
oped by the Committee on Resources
through the oversight process.

As a result of that oversight, it be-
came clear that it would be desirable
to revisit the underlying statutes at
issue here; although, I think it is also
clear, as my colleague from California
suggests, that some of the charges
about the actions of the current admin-
istration have been exaggerated, and
that those folks making those charges
have failed to point out similar actions
that occurred during prior administra-
tions.

The programs of assistance to state
and wildlife agencies addressed by this
bill are very valuable for my home
State of Colorado and, of course, for all
the other States that make up our
union. This bill deals with a very im-
portant subject that deserves careful
scrutiny by the Committee on Re-
sources and by the whole House itself.

I do think that Congress does need to
reconsider the degree of discretion that
current law allows the Interior Depart-
ment with regard to the administra-
tion of these programs.

However, in responding to the ways
the Interior Department has used its
discretion in the past, I fear that the
bill may go too far in the other direc-
tion.

Mr. Chairman, I certainly understand
the purpose of limiting the amount of
money that can be spent on adminis-
tration, because obviously, what is
spent that way will not be available for
the substantive purposes of the pro-
grams, but at the same time, we need
to recognize the administration is nec-
essary and adequate administration is
essential to avoid the risk of misuse of
taxpayer funds, either by the Depart-
ment of Interior or by other parties.

That is why I am concerned when the
Interior Department says that limits
set by the bill would likely require re-
duction in the number of people who
would administer these programs be-
cause adequate staffing is necessary to
administer any program.

I am also concerned that the bill’s
provisions are too inflexible and too
detailed and that even more specific re-
quirements are suggested in parts of
the committee’s report on the bill.

Accountability is essential, but ex-
cessive paperwork for its own sake can
eat up resources that could be put to
more productive uses. And I do not
think we should make it impossible for
the Interior Department to respond to
new developments, such as the very
significant and very desirable increase
in the scope of these programs that
would come from the enactment of
H.R. 701, the CARA legislation which
the Committee on Resources has al-
ready approved, and which I hope will

come to the floor of the full House in
the near future.

As I said, I support the bill. I will do
so not because I think it is perfect, but
because I think it is desirable to make
some progress on this subject.

It is my hope that we can further re-
fine the bill as we proceed through the
legislative process with the other body
and, if necessary, in conference. How-
ever, should that not occur, our com-
mittee and the House may be better ad-
vised to return to this subject next
year.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Chairman, I would just like to re-
mind both of my speakers on that side
of the aisle my amendment raises the
fund from $10 million to $14 million
with a $5 million grant that is $19 mil-
lion, and I had information from the
Department that said that they could
operate very well with $19 million.

We expect a decrease of personnel
probably of 23 members of the total aid
program, and that is all. What we are
trying to do here is not this adminis-
tration is future administration, this
administration is on its waning days,
but future administration, regardless
of parties, will not have the oppor-
tunity to use these dollars that are
paid in good faith by the sportsmen of
America and then misspent.

Even those within the agency today
have told me privately, yes, they made
a mistake, and they really would sug-
gest that we are doing the correct
thing. We will review this. We will have
a very simplistic audit system. I have
agreed to that. We will work with
those people involved and make sure
that in the future time, we will be able
to see where they have been able to
reach those goals.

In closing, may I suggest, I have
asked them time and time and time
again give me the figures where they
need it and how they want to spend it,
and the agency itself has been reluc-
tant. In fact, they have stonewalled us.
I am trying to get those figures. I am
working very hard.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Kansas (Mr.
RYUN).

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Chairman,
I rise in support of the accountability
and responsibility to stop wasteful
spending and mismanagement of wild-
life and sport fishing funds. The impro-
priety of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service in spending taxpayer dollars
for slush funds and unauthorized pro-
grams and projects is an abuse that
must come to a stop.

The Service has failed to return left-
over funds to the States for conserva-
tion purposes, funds paid by sportsmen
and sportswomen. Even worse, the Gen-
eral Accounting Office has acknowl-
edged that in its 106 years of experi-
ence, this is what it said, it said ‘‘this
is, if not the worst, one of the worst
managed programs.’’ That is a quote
that they have given, and that is the

way they feel. And I believe that that
is accurate.

We have an opportunity to provide
oversight to a program in desperate
need of reform. The Wildlife and Sport
Fish Restoration Programs Improve-
ment Act would return honesty and re-
sponsibility to the administration of
the programs under the Pittman-Rob-
ertson and Dingell-Johnson Acts.

Mr. Chairman, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this measure that
not only reduces bureaucracies but pre-
vents waste, fraud, and abuse.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Chairman, I yield such time as he
may assume to the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. DINGELL) who has been
obviously a very strong supporter of
this program and a strong voice for re-
form.

(Mr. DINGELL asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Chairman, I
thank my good friend from California
(Mr. GEORGE MILLER) for his kindness
to me in this matter.

Mr. Chairman, I ask the attention of
the gentleman from Alaska (Mr.
YOUNG), my good friend, the chairman
of the committee, but before I do so, I
want to pay tribute to the gentleman
from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG), the chair-
man of the committee, and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER), my good friend, for the fine
leadership they have given in working
this bill to this point on the House
floor.

It is an important piece of legisla-
tion. It enhances and protects a great
national treasure which are the dif-
ferent Federal aid to fish and wildlife
programs which have existed for a long
time.

I am particularly proud that one of
these was the Pittman-Robertson bill,
which takes care of grants to the
States for aid for wildlife conservation
and, of course, Dingell-Johnson which
was sponsored by my old dad some 50
years ago, which protects fish and fish-
ery resources.

This is the kind of bipartisanship
that has always been shown during this
legislation. It does both of these gen-
tlemen and the committee great credit,
and I want to commend them and
thank them for what it is they have
done and for working with me on this
matter.

Mr. Chairman, one matter not ad-
dressed in the bill, I believe, would be
very important in the entire question
of administration of Federal aid pro-
gram, is an independent outside top-to-
bottom review to determine how many
people are needed to administer it and
what mixture of skills they should
have. Your able staff has undertaken to
develop a staffing model, and Fish and
Wildlife has offered what they believe
is an appropriate level of funding.

I do believe that an outside review by
experts without any stake in the out-
come would be beneficial.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, will the gentleman yield?
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Mr. DINGELL. I am happy to yield to

the gentleman from Alaska.
Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-

man, I agree it is my understanding
that the Fish and Wildlife Service has
authority to undertake this review in a
fairly rapid manner. My only concern
that any review is truly independent of
undue influence. For that reason, I
agree with you provided the service
and the reviewer consult with the
House Committee on Resources prior
to and during the review.

The committee must agree with the
parameters of the review and we must
be advised of the process of the review.

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Chairman, I agree
with my good friend that the Service
should, in fact, start such a review. It
is my hope that that will take place
and that they should make every effort
to have it completed within 120 days
and to be without any taint of outside
influence.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, will the gentleman yield further?

Mr. DINGELL. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Alaska.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I strongly agree with that but
with the understanding the review does
not stand in the way of getting this bill
enacted into law. I want to make sure
we go forth with the law, the review
can come after the law, because I am
looking at the next administration, we
do not want the abuse that occurred in
the past administration.

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Chairman, re-
claiming my time, I do want to thank
my good friend, I want to continue my
comments, and I am going to try and
watch my time very closely, I say to
my good friend, the ranking member.
These are important programs. They
are great national treasures and they
are a curious example of legislation
which is protected by people who pay
taxes, and the taxpayers and the
sportsmen who pay the taxes are those
who are the strongest supporters of
this legislation.

Mr. Chairman, I want to commend
the gentleman for having this GAO ac-
counting and I want to commend him
for the work which he has done to
present this legislation to the House. I
would like to observe that the situa-
tion has gotten into a bad state, and I
would like to make an observation that
this is regrettably something which
does continuously require the atten-
tion and the oversight of the Congress.

I would like to observe that the situ-
ation that has been brought to light is
not a good one, and it is one which des-
perately needs correction for the pro-
tection of the fish and wildlife re-
sources to which these monies will be
put.

I would like to observe, however,
that a lot of time that programs of this
kind become the subject of abuse sim-
ply because the appropriators and the
Committee on the Budget are often
times responsible for seeing to it that
these monies become the go to fund for
initiatives and expenses that were

never authorized by Congress or pro-
grams that Committee on Appropria-
tions sort of deals with a wink and a
nod or the Committee on the Budget
does to see to it that these monies are
spent in a way that the legislative
committee never intended.

Mr. Chairman, certainly, that is a
bad situation and hopefully, this legis-
lation will help to bring that kind of
situation under control. The basic pro-
gram is, however, a sound one and a
good one. I believe that the limitation
on expenditures for administrative pur-
poses and others is a good one.

It may, perhaps, need to be increased,
but at least at this time it is a useful
device, not only to curb abuses within
the agency, but also to curb abuses by
the Congress and by the appropriators
and by the Committee on the Budget
enforcing the use of these kinds of
monies for purposes that the legisla-
tive committees have never intended
should be the expenditure.

Having said that, I would observe
that I believe that as the process goes
forward that this Congress will work
together to achieve a resolution of any
differences and difficulties that exist
across the aisle or between different
Members. I am satisfied that as we
work this legislation out, it will come
to be something which will be the pro-
tection of a great national treasure.

I thank my good friend, the gen-
tleman from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) and I
thank my good friend, the ranking mi-
nority member, the gentleman from
California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER) for
making this time available. I look for-
ward to working together with them
and with others to see that this is the
legislation we want it to be.

b 1615

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 1 minute to the gentleman
from New Hampshire (Mr. SUNUNU).

Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
strong support of the legislation
brought before us by the distinguished
chairman of the Committee on Re-
sources. The facts that led to this leg-
islation really do speak for themselves:
skyrocketing overhead costs in an im-
portant Federal program, payment for
foreign travel completely unrelated to
the nature of the work of the Federal
Aid Program, and the use of funds to
pay employees that were not even
working within the program itself.

Clearly this is necessary legislation
to protect the financial interests and
restore financial accountability to a
very important Federal program. Con-
trary to the suggestion that we might
be injecting too much oversight or too
much financial accountability into this
program, I think it understands the
need for more such oversight, and the
gentleman has done us a service in be-
ginning this process. Identifying waste
and mismanagement in government is
not just a good idea, but it is in the
best interests of the taxpayers and
really the future of this country be-
cause every time we find opportunities

to save taxpayers not millions, but in
the aggregate it adds up to billions,
that is additional resources that we
can invest in programs that really do
work for the American taxpayer, or it
is money that we can actually let the
taxpayer keep and never even have to
send to Washington, investing in what
they care about.

I applaud the work of the gentleman
from Alaska; I applaud the Speaker
and Members on both sides of the lead-
ership that have called for greater
oversight of waste and mismanagement
in government in the hope that it will
lead to a much better investment of
those taxes that we do collect here in
Washington.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHER-
WOOD).

Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Chairman, I
rise today in strong support of the
Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration
Programs Improvement Act authored
by the gentleman from Alaska, the
chairman of the Committee on Re-
sources. As a member of that com-
mittee and of the Congressional
Sportsmen’s Caucus, I commend the
gentleman from Alaska for crafting
this truly ‘‘good government’’ bill.

I was born, raised, and have lived
most of my adult life in rural Pennsyl-
vania. I was taught to hunt and fish at
a young age. With that knowledge
came a great amount of respect for the
game that we hunted, a love of the out-
doors, and a desire to ensure that our
wildlife resources are managed and pre-
served for future generations to experi-
ence. All those sportsmen over the
years who have paid in their excise
taxes to the Pittman-Robertson and
Dingell-Johnson funds think of those
funds the same way that Social Secu-
rity recipients think of the funds they
have paid in.

I am appalled that we seem in this
Chamber to think that it is all right
that there is some mismanagement of
those funds. It is not all right. It is our
job to do something about it. I do not
think we should take any comfort in
the fact that maybe the States have
not done their job as well as they
should. This is the right thing to do.
Mr. Dingell, Sr., would be appalled if he
knew that these funds would be used as
slush funds or unnecessary foreign
travel or unreasonable overhead costs.
Like the Social Security fund, this
needs to be very well managed. The
bottom line is that this bill will in-
crease the amount of money currently
available for conservation by elimi-
nating waste, fraud and abuse. This is
good environmental policy, and it is
good fiscal policy. I again commend
the gentleman from Alaska for the
leadership in bringing this to the floor.
I ask for its passage.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Chairman, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. KIND).
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(Mr. KIND asked and was given per-

mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIND. Mr. Chairman, I thank the
gentleman from California for yielding
me this time. As a member of the Com-
mittee on Resources, I rise in support
of H.R. 3671, legislation to improve the
financial management and account-
ability of the Office of Federal Aid
within the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice. Under current law, the Office of
Federal Aid reallocates funds collected
through Federal excise taxes on guns,
ammunition, and archery equipment to
individual States for fish and wildlife
restoration projects. Hunters and out-
doorsmen as well as recreation and
conservation groups in my district in
western Wisconsin and throughout
America rely on these restoration
projects to improve habitat and fish-
able waters.

Unfortunately, recent evidence docu-
mented by the GAO indicates that the
administration and financial oversight
of the Federal aid in the wildlife and
sport fish restoration program may be
a little lax. This has resulted in the un-
fair public perception that misallo-
cation and abuse has occurred through-
out the Fish and Wildlife Service. To
correct this problem, H.R. 3671 caps the
amount of administrative dollars avail-
able for administration use to imple-
ment wildlife and sport fish restoration
programs.

While I support this legislation, I do
share the concern of the gentleman
from California (Mr. GEORGE MILLER)
that this bill as currently written may
go too far and end up restricting the
overall effectiveness of the fish and
wildlife restoration programs. In fact,
there may be some truth in the fact
that the rigid budgetary framework
that this legislation proposes may ulti-
mately erode the capabilities of the
Fish and Wildlife Service to effectively
administer the restoration programs.
To that end, it is my hope and desire
that the Senate can correct some of
the flaws that I believe currently exist
with this legislation so that the Presi-
dent may ultimately sign it into law.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 21⁄2 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Wyoming (Mrs. CUBIN).

Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Chairman, like
most Americans I was disappointed and
angry to hear of the administrative
abuses taking place under the Pittman-
Robertson and Dingell-Johnson Acts.
These are very popular programs that I
support, which permit collection of
funds through the Federal excise taxes
on hunting and fishing equipment, a
worthy cause, and two activities that
my family holds dear, that my entire
family enjoys as do the vast majority
of the people in my State of Wyoming.
These funds are tremendously bene-
ficial to the State and to other States
that use them for on-the-ground fish
and wildlife conservation projects.

The House Committee on Resources
learned of the mismanagement of the 6
percent and the 8 percent administra-

tive funds over a year ago. Since that
time, the GAO and the Committee on
Resources’ own review of the mis-
management indicates that widespread
abuses have continued to be discovered.
It is my understanding that part of
these funds were even used to intro-
duce the wolf into Yellowstone which
was something the States of Wyoming,
Idaho, and Montana; the governors;
and the legislatures strongly opposed,
as did most of the people that lived
there. The plain truth is that the Fish
and Wildlife Service has misused mil-
lions of taxpayer dollars.

I have to say that I find it a little
less than amusing that in this Chamber
the misuse of these funds has been
characterized as ‘‘exaggerated’’ and the
previous speaker saying the adminis-
tration ‘‘may have been a little lax’’
when in fact the GAO report says that
this program, quote, ‘‘if not the worst
managed, is one of the worst managed
programs we have ever seen.’’

Now, excuse me. Hello? That is worse
than ‘‘maybe a little lax’’ or that the
other side is exaggerating this prob-
lem. When money is misused that tax-
payers pay in under certain cir-
cumstances, it should be distributed
according to the law. Sportsmen and
women have every right to expect that
their hard-earned money will be re-
turned to them in the form of the serv-
ices for which they pay it. Clearly this
kind of abuse cannot be justified, and
it cannot be tolerated.

As an original cosponsor of the legis-
lation of the gentleman from Alaska, I
am committed to bringing an end not
only to this particular kind of Federal
abuse of dollars but other abuses that
are prevalent in our Federal Govern-
ment. I do not care who is in office, I
do not care who is in the seat of the
presidency, I do not care who is in the
majority of the Congress. To say that
just because they did it means it is not
so bad that we did it is ludicrous. I am
offended by that as every American
should be.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Chairman, I yield myself such time
as I may consume. Let me just say,
this is not about whether or not we
support or agree with the waste of
money, because obviously nobody in
this Chamber does and nobody in the
Congress does; and the hearings that
we had in the Committee on Resources
were for the purposes of stopping those
practices that were unacceptable. But
the fact of the matter is the numbers
that the GAO threw around have never
been substantiated.

The suggestion that somehow these
individuals were engaged in illegal or
criminal behavior has never been sub-
stantiated, was never found to be true;
and we ought to set the record
straight. The fact that that did not
happen does not mean this was the
best-run program, but it also certainly
means this was not the worst-run pro-
gram. We can show you many unfortu-
nately tragically that are far worse
than this that do not deal with several

million dollars, but deal to the tune of
billions of dollars of waste. That is a
tragic fact. But the point is the record
ought to be straight on this one so that
the remedy fits the problem, and the
concern about this legislation at this
moment is that this legislation over-
reaches and in fact will keep the agen-
cy from doing what all of us in this
Chamber want them to do.

Speaker after speaker has gotten up
here and made the point that this is a
highly successful program; they have
had great results in States building
local programs for hunters and for fish-
ers, and it is working. We have all had
testimony to it in our States and in
many of our districts where these pro-
grams have been utilized in conjunc-
tion with many local organizations.
This is a successful program. We ought
not in terms of being a little over-
zealous here then cripple the agency
from doing what it is doing very well
apparently.

We ought to address ourselves to
those problems that are in fact real
and ought not to be allowed to con-
tinue, but we ought not to overreach
and do as many who are strong sup-
porters of both this legislation and this
program suggest may very well happen
if some of these numbers are not moved
up so the agency has the money nec-
essary to properly administer the pro-
gram which brought us to this point
originally.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may
consume. I appreciate the gentleman’s
comments; but I would suggest again
with my amendment, the administra-
tion and the agency itself had said that
they will reach the $19 million and we
will only lose, if anything, none this
time, all existing programs continue,
and next year 10 people are lost, 10
after that, 20 in total; but we will have
an accounting, and they will not have
this fund which they can use. Remem-
ber, this is for the next administration.
If there is a problem they cannot im-
plement it because of this legislation,
we always can address that. But I do
not want anybody to be able to get into
that cookie jar. As we remember in
1992, only 2 percent was used for admin-
istrative costs; and beginning in 1993
and on, it went up to the full 14 per-
cent. So I do not want that to occur,
because there is no justification for
that.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from South Dakota (Mr.
THUNE).

Mr. THUNE. Mr. Chairman, first of
all I want to thank the gentleman from
Alaska and his staff for their hard
work and vigilance in pursuing this
issue and in drafting legislation to fix
what GAO has characterized, there is
no way around this, as one of the
worst-managed programs that they
have ever encountered. Unfortunately
for sportsmen and women across South
Dakota and around this country, the
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Fish and Wildlife Service has misused
at least $45 million of these funds by
directing portions of the excise tax dol-
lars toward such things as a slush fund
for the director and foreign junkets en-
tirely unrelated to the administration
of the program.

As a result of these abuses, States
have not been able to conduct wildlife
and sport fish projects because the
funds were spent in ways in which the
Congress did not authorize.

b 1630

As an avid sportsman, I am outraged
by the abuses that have been uncovered
by the gentleman from Alaska (Mr.
YOUNG), and the Committee on Re-
sources, and I am not alone. What is
going on here is unconscionable. I have
received a lot of letters and e-mails
and phone calls from sportsmen and
women across South Dakota asking me
to take action to stop the Fish and
Wildlife Service’s abuse of administra-
tive funds by the Division of Federal
Aid. This bill does just that.

Mr. Chairman, this was a successful
program because sportsmen and women
were generous in their willingness to
pay the excise taxes which they paid,
believing that those taxes were going
to be used to invest in wildlife and
sports fish. Had they known that the
money they were paying in excise taxes
was going to be used by Fish and Wild-
life Service at its disposal for a lot of
these inappropriate expenditures, I
doubt they would have been willing to
pay those taxes. This bill prevents the
director from using administrative
funds for purposes other than legiti-
mate costs to administer the law.

Mr. Chairman, this is no way to ad-
minister a program. The sportsmen and
women whose tax dollars fund this pro-
gram expect and deserve more from
their government. It is the job of each
and every one of us in this Chamber to
ensure that the taxes paid by the
American people are not squandered.
Whether they be sportsmen excise tax
dollars or any other tax dollars, we
have a responsibility to the American
people to do the right thing, and the
right thing is to pass this bill.

POINT OF ORDER

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, what is wrong with this micro-
phone? I am getting a little tired of it.
Whoever is running this thing had bet-
ter be on the ball, because this thing
never goes on on time and some of the
time we cannot hear anybody, and
maybe that is on purpose. But we have
spent an awful lot of money on this
project, brand-new, and I have been
here and listening to this and it is not
properly run and it deeply disturbs me.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s
concerns are duly noted by the Chair.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. PETER-
SON).

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. Mr.
Chairman, I thank the gentleman for
yielding me this time.

I rise today in support of H.R. 3671.
As cochairman of the Congressional
Sportsmen’s Caucus, I can tell my col-
leagues few issues are as important to
the caucus as safeguarding the integ-
rity of the Pittman-Robertson and Din-
gell-Johnson funds. So important that
this is one of the primary missions of
the Sportsmen’s Caucus which now in-
cludes 280 Members of Congress.

I was happy to support the gen-
tleman from Alaska when he intro-
duced this bill, and I am happy to sup-
port his effort today to move this need-
ed legislation forward. His bipartisan
approach is appreciated in the Congres-
sional Sportsmen’s Caucus.

The Chairman’s committee has built
an excellent case for making the re-
forms he offers in the House today. For
years, there has not been enough over-
sight over this program and these con-
servation trust funds. The chairman
took a hard look at this issue, and
what he found surprised all of us who,
for decades, have happily contributed
the funds for this valuable program.

This oversight found lose language
within the law regarding administra-
tion and execution of the wildlife and
sport fish trust funds. The proposal
today tightens it. Where his oversight
found waste, this bill eliminates it.

The gentleman’s bill also directs re-
sources to hunter education and safety,
something that the Congressional
Sportsmen’s Caucus cares about deep-
ly. It is important that funding is pro-
vided to both educate hunters and to
ensure their safety in the field.

This will also maintain the vitality
of the Pittman-Robertson fund by con-
tinuing to bring in new generations of
hunters, something that we are all try-
ing to make happen.

So, Mr. Chairman, this is a good bill,
and I urge my colleagues to adopt it.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS),
cochairman of the Sportsmen Founda-
tion, 280 members now, and a great
leader for the sportsmen’s movement
in the Congress.

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Chairman, I
thank the gentleman from Alaska for
bringing this bill forward.

Mr. Chairman, since coming to Con-
gress, I have been committed to reduc-
ing Federal spending and balancing the
Federal budget. As cochairman of the
Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus
along with my good friend from Min-
nesota (Mr. PETERSON), I have worked
in a bipartisan fashion to promote
hunting, fishing, and other outdoor
recreational activities. But we could
not be nearly as successful in the
Sportsmen’s Caucus were it not for the
Pittman-Robertson and Dingell-John-
son Trust Funds. These funds have
given millions of sportsmen and women
the opportunity to continue to enjoy
their hobbies of hunting and fishing
and provide steady streams of revenues
to fund hunter education and safety
programs.

When sportsmen and women buy fish-
ing equipment, guns, ammunition or

archery equipment, a portion of their
proceeds go to the States to help wild-
life restoration or conservation
projects and hunter education. This is
not complicated. This is not rocket
science. This is no secret. This is a win-
win for everyone who cares about wild-
life, who cares about hunting and fish-
ing, who cares about education, about
hunter safety, and about other edu-
cation regarding outdoor activities.

That is, until some Washington bu-
reaucrat thought they could take some
of that money and use it for different
purposes, purposes like travel to
Japan, and creating a huge unauthor-
ized slush fund. We are talking about
at least $45 million in misspent, unau-
thorized costs of this program.

I say to my colleagues, this program
is not going to be a slush fund for
Washington bureaucrats, and I hope
that bureaucrat is listening today, be-
cause with passage of this bill, we will
ensure the integrity of Pittman-Rob-
ertson and Dingell-Johnson Trust
Funds. We will ensure that they are
protected for the American outdoors-
man and the American taxpayer.

This Congress is committed to cut-
ting out fraud, eliminating waste, and
ending abuse of the American tax dol-
lar. This is exactly what this bill in-
tends to do. It protects the integrity of
these quality trust funds in a way that
makes common sense.

Instead of depending on a bureaucrat
at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to
audit its own administrative costs of
the program, we cap the administrative
costs. We put the auditing in the hands
of an independent inspector general,
and we will require regular reporting
to Congress of those audits.

Mr. Chairman, the Wildlife and
Sports Fish Restoration Programs Im-
provement Act of 2000 will prevent dol-
lars paid by sportsmen and sports-
women from being spent in ways that
do not benefit wildlife, sport fishing,
and related restoration efforts and will
send more money to States for them to
use for conservation projects and
hunter education.

I applaud my friend, the gentleman
from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) for bringing
this issue to the forefront. I applaud
him for authoring this very common
sense, good government piece of legis-
lation, and I urge its passage.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. PETER-
SON). It seems like great Americans
have the name ‘‘Peterson.’’

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chairman, I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) for
the time, and I want to commend him
and the committee for their oversight.

We do not do enough of that here. I
think the American public would be a
lot more comfortable with their Fed-
eral Government if we did more over-
sight. I am a little taken aback though
by some of the comments that I have
heard in this debate that this might go
too far, this is too tough. Let us just
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look for a moment at what the GAO re-
port says.

It says, controls over expenditures,
revenues, and grants were inadequate.
Millions of dollars in program funds
could not be tracked, millions. Basic
principles and procedures for managing
travel funds were not followed. Basic
internal control standards or Office of
Management and Budget guidance for
maintaining complete and active
grants files were not followed. Regional
offices used administrative funds in-
consistently and for purposes that were
not justified. Charges for service-wide
overhead may be very inaccurate. Rou-
tine audits to determine whether ad-
ministrative funds were being used for
authorized purposes were not con-
ducted, and the process for resolving
audit findings involving States’ use of
program funds was very questionable.

This is no way for programs to be ad-
ministered. I am sure this is not the
only one, but I want to commend the
committee for tracking it down and
changing it. Sportsmen and women
who fund this program with their tax
dollars expect more from their govern-
ment. It is our job to ensure that their
tax dollars are not squandered, and
they go to wildlife and sports fish res-
toration projects. This bill will make
sure that the taxes paid by our sports-
men and women are used efficiently
and according to the law, and that the
majority of the funds go to the States
to fund the appropriate programs.

Mr. Chairman, I want to thank this
committee for a job well done.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
HAYES), who visited Alaska to make
his fortune and returned home.

(Mr. HAYES asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Chairman, I appre-
ciate this opportunity to address the
Members of the House regarding a very
fiscally responsible bill, and I want to
express my appreciation to the gen-
tleman from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG). As he
said, I did spend a year in Alaska; and
it was a wonderful time.

But as a part of spending that year in
Alaska, Mr. Chairman, I learned a lot
about fish and wildlife and misappro-
priations of funds. It appalls me the
way that fishermen and hunters pay
willingly, in fact eagerly, excise taxes
on hunting and fishing equipment in
order to preserve and to provide con-
servation programs for fish and game,
nongame species, for badly needed
habitat.

But having said all this, I find, after
being in Washington for a short time,
that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
takes sometimes, it seems to me, pride
in misusing these funds; using them on
projects that were never intended,
using them on junkets, traveling
around the world, not supporting habi-
tat and wildlife and hunters and fisher-
men, but doing things that bear no re-
semblance to what this bill has been
asked to do.

So I rise in strong support of the gen-
tleman from Alaska (Mr. Young) and
other supporters of this bill to lend my
voice, because sportsmen in America
are and always have been the original
environmentalists.

When we talk about clean air, when
we talk about clean water, there have
never been people who are more con-
cerned and who have a more common
sense approach to maintaining the
beauty and the natural wonder of our
habitat and our wildlife than sports-
men.

So again, I applaud the gentleman
from Alaska (Mr. Young) for bringing
to the attention not only of sportsmen,
but the American people, how their
money has been misspent, even on
antihunting programs, turning the
Fish and Wildlife Service into an ex-
tension of the endangered species serv-
ice, turning this into an environmental
organization.

Again, let me reemphasize, the envi-
ronment is something about which I
and any sportsman cares very deeply
about. But to use this money in ways
other than the enhancement and the
protection and the future of our wild-
life and habitat is simply wrong, it is
unacceptable. We want to be fiscally
responsible. We have collected this
money. We have the trust of our con-
stituents when we collect Pittman-
Robertson money, and it is up to us to
make sure that that money is spent to
preserve habitat, to protect wildlife
and to create opportunities for present
and future generations to enjoy the out
of doors.

So again, let me lend my strongest
and most enthusiastic support to the
gentleman’s efforts and commend this
bill to my colleagues, and I ask for
their support.

I am proud of my colleague, Chairman
YOUNG and his staff for protecting our sports
men and women around the country, and pre-
serving the original purposes for which Pitt-
man-Robertson and Dingell Johnson were en-
acted.

In 1937, a federal-state government cooper-
ative program was begun for wildlife restora-
tion. Monies are collected by the federal gov-
ernment from excises imposed on firearms,
ammunition, and bows and arrows.

These taxes are returned to the states and
territories for wildlife restoration or hunter safe-
ty and education programs.

Sportsmen are a unique group of people.
How many people would voluntarily support
and additional tax on themselves and send
their money to Washington. On this side of the
aisle were fighting everyday to help trim down
the size of government and reduce our con-
stituents taxes. I have not heard from one
sportsman from my district to eliminate this ex-
cise tax. I have however heard from sports-
man to return this program back to its original
intent.

Sportsman support this program—or the in-
tent of this program because—they are the
true environmentalist. They want to preserve
as wild life and natural habitats.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife has over stepped
there bounds in administrating these funds.
This legislation seeks to fix the loopholes that

the Fish and Wildlife Service uses to justify
the frivolous expenditures to quote/unquote
administer this trust funds. I certainly under-
stand and support the staff that helps dis-
tribute these funds back to our states, but the
flagrant abuses and mismanagement of these
funds has caused Congress to help U.S. Fish
and Wildlife—follow the intent of the original
Act.

This bill will streamline the use of the ad-
ministration funds and define the how they can
be used. This bill reduces bureaucracy in the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife, increases account-
ability, and puts our conservation dollars into
conservation projects back home. I would ask
that my colleagues support Mr. YOUNG’s bill
and his amendment.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I reserve the right to close.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Chairman, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, as we finish this de-
bate, I would hope that we would be
able to hold this in perspective, be-
cause I do not think that this bill is
finished yet; I think, in fact, it is a
work in progress. I hope that Members
who are interested and concerned
about this would just look at the letter
from the International Association of
Fish and Wildlife Agencies who are ex-
pressing some of the very same con-
cerns that I am expressing about the
funding levels in this legislation. We
agree, they agree, and almost every-
body in this Chamber agrees that many
of these reforms are fine and should be
made. But, when we get done, we have
to leave this agency in a position to
properly deal with the charge that we
have given them.

As for those who want to keep com-
ing here and saying that they want to
slaughter this agency because GAO
said this is the worst managed program
they have ever seen, I think maybe
that statement in and of itself would
call into question the GAO audit. I
wonder if the GAO ever took a look at
the oil shale program. I bet that was a
beaut. That was billions of dollars. Or,
how about that coal fusion program
where we were spending that money,
those guys out in Utah still trying to
bring it in on time. How about the ura-
nium reprocessing program, the space
station, the big dig going on up there
in Boston, the Resolution Trust Cor-
poration. Now, there is one that cost us
hundreds of billions of dollars. This
was the worst managed program these
GAO auditors ever saw?

I have to tell my colleagues that
these GAO auditors maybe just did not
have the right experience, because as it
turns out, as we reconcile all of the
concerns that they raised and the
issues that they raised, we are now
down to about $700,000 of seriously
questioned expenses that should not
have been allowed.

So to suggest that somehow this
agency has run amok, and I find it in-
teresting that as we say that, we are
now giving this agency in this legisla-
tion the exact duties that supposedly
we criticized them for, but we know are
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essential and must be done if, in fact,
the State programs are going to work.
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So this is not the worst. Tragically

to say for the taxpayers of this coun-
try, this is not the worst program GAO
has ever encountered. Maybe this GAO
auditor, but he probably was not
around for that C–121 when the wings
broke off. That was a hell of a program
we had going there.

How about that one where we sent
subsidized water so people will grow
more cotton, but we have a cotton re-
tirement program, so we buy the cot-
ton back from them? That is going on
today. There is a good program.

How about those KV funds, where the
Forest Service could not tell us where
any of the funds were? We still do not
know today. Fortunately, the Com-
mittee on Appropriations started to
put a stop to that.

That mining law has worked out well
for the taxpayers of this country. We
have lost billions and billions of dol-
lars.

This is not the worst program. This
is a program that has gotten off track.
This is a program that has abused, has
abused the authority that is given to
it. We ought to put it back in line. I
think the Chairman’s legislation goes a
long way toward that.

I still want to say that we have to
leave this agency there, because those
same sportsmen, hunters and
fisherpersons that like this program,
that use this program, have seen it im-
prove. Their experience out there in
the countryside recognizes the need of
this agency to get that done in co-
operation with the States.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Chairman, I do thank the gen-
tleman from California for making my
case. This is an agency that is off
track. This is an agency, as I have said
before, and I am not pointing fingers at
any individual, that went from 2 per-
cent to 14 percent. They spent money
inappropriately. What we have to do is
to gain the faith back from the sports-
men.

This is different than all the in-
stances that the gentleman talked
about the GAO investigating, the
planes, et cetera. This is different.
Every sportsman from 1937 took their
money voluntarily and contributed 11
percent of the cost of that product to
go into a fund to be redistributed back
to the States to keep up the projects
for fishing and hunting and other ac-
tivities on our lands. That is what it
was for. They did that voluntarily.

What we found out as this investiga-
tion went forward, we were finding out
disgruntled sportsmen deciding that
maybe they ought not to pay the tax,
maybe we ought not to go forward with
the program.

What I am trying to do with this leg-
islation is to make sure there will be

no money spent on things that were
spent in the past such as travel, such
as alcohol, such as things that the Con-
gress would not appropriate money for,
reestablishing the strength and trust of
this trust fund.

In turn, as I have said before, if we
adopt my amendment, they are at the
same level that they said and required
from me, $19 million to manage the
program. We will lose, after 1 year, ten
employees because they are bloated
right now. The second year we will lose
10 more. That is 20 total. Then it is
based upon the cost index, and they
can get more if there is more need, or
in fact if there is not a need they will
get less. We are not gutting this pro-
gram. In fact, we are encouraging the
program.

The sportsmen I have heard from
support what we are trying to do under
this legislation. I urge my colleagues
to support the legislation.

Mr. Chairman. I include the following ex-
change of letters for the RECORD.

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Washington, DC, April 3, 2000.
Hon. DON YOUNG,
Chairman, Committee on Resources,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN YOUNG: I understand that
on Thursday, March 30, 2000, the Committee
on Resources reported H.R. 3671, the ‘‘Wild-
life and Sport Fish Restoration Programs
Improvement Act of 2000.’’ As approved, the
bill amends the Wildlife Restoration Act and
Sport Fish Restoration Act programs and
makes several changes relating to the ex-
penditures of funds arising from dedicated
excise taxes on recreational sporting and
fishing equipment and supplies, generally.

As you know, each trust Fund in the Trust
Fund Code includes specific provisions with-
in the jurisdiction of the Committee on Ways
and Means which limit purposes for which
trust fund monies may be spent. Statutorily,
the Committee on Ways and Means generally
has limited expenditures by cross-ref-
erencing provisions of authorizing legisla-
tion. Currently, with respect to the Aquatic
Resources Trust Fund (the ‘‘Aquatic Fund’’),
the Trust Fund Code provisions approve all
expenditures out of the Aquatic Fund per-
mitted under authorization Acts, but only as
those Acts were in effect on the date of en-
actment of the Transportation Equity Act
for the 21st Century. Further, if unauthor-
ized expenditures are made, no further tax
revenues will be deposited to the Trust Fund.
Thus, an Act not referenced in the Trust
Fund Code must be approved by the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means before the au-
thorizations are funded.

I now understand that you are seeking to
have the bill considered by the House as
early as this week. In addition, I have been
informed that your Committee will seek an
amendment incorporating language which I
am supplying (attached) to make the nec-
essary Trust Fund Code amendments to
allow the proposed expenditures to occur.

Based upon this understanding, and in
order to expedite consideration of H.R. 3671,
it will not be necessary for the Committee
on Ways and Means to markup this legisla-
tion. This is being done with the further un-
derstanding that the Committee will be
treated without prejudice as to its jurisdic-
tional prerogatives on such or similar provi-
sions in the future, and it should not be con-
sidered as precedent for consideration of
matters of jurisdictional interest to the
Committee on Ways and Means in the future.

Finally, I would appreciate your response
to this letter, confirming this understanding
with respect to H.R. 3671, and would ask that
a copy of our exchange of letters on this
matter be placed in the Record during con-
sideration of the bill on the Floor. Thank
you for your cooperation and assistance on
this matter.

With best personal regards,
BILL ARCHER,

Chairman.
Attachment.

AMENDMENT TO H.R. 3671, AS REPORTED
OFFERED BY MR. YOUNG OF ALASKA

Page 28, after line 24, insert the following:

SEC. . CONFORMING AMENDMENT.

Section 9504(b)(2)(A) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 is amended by striking ‘‘(as
in effect on the date of the enactment of the
TEA 21 Restoration Act)’’ and inserting ‘‘(as
in effect on the date of the enactment of the
Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Pro-
grams Improvement Act of 2000)’’.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES,

Washington, DC, April 3, 2000.
Hon. BILL ARCHER,
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much
for your letter regarding an amendment to
H.R. 3671, the Wildlife and Sportfish Restora-
tion Programs Improvement Act of 2000. I
appreciate your cooperation in providing a
cross-reference in the Internal Revenue Code
to allow our amendments to the Dingell-
Johnson Sport Fish Restoration Act in H.R.
3671 to be executed and fully funded through
the Aquatic Resources Trust Fund.

As you noted in your letter, I propose that
this change be accomplished through a man-
ager’s amendment to H.R. 3671, which will be
made in order by a rule for consideration of
the bill. I concur that your acquiescence to
this amendment not be considered preju-
dicial to your jurisdiction over this or any
similar measure in the future, nor would it
be considered as precedent for any future
changes in trust fund accounts.

Thank you again for your timely assist-
ance in moving H.R. 3671 to the Floor. Enact-
ment of H.R. 3671 will ensure that the taxes
paid by sportsmen and women will be used
appropriately for fish and wildlife conserva-
tion projects with minimal administrative
expenditures.

Sincerely,
DON YOUNG,

Chairman.

Mr. WU. Mr. Chairman, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 3671, the Wildlife and Sport Fish
Restoration Programs Improvement Act of
2000. This common sense bill will prevent dol-
lars paid by sportsmen and sportswomen from
being spent in ways that do not help wildlife,
sport fish and related restoration efforts, and it
will send more money to the states for them
to use for conservation projects.

Currently, Oregon receives a little over $4.6
million under the Pittman-Robertson Act, and
just under $5.5 million under the Dingell-John-
son Act. These dollars go to support important
programs such as stocking fish, improving
habitat, resource education, fisheries research
for sports-fishing and building boat ramps and
infrastructure to support the sports fishing in-
dustry. As an avid hunter and fisherman, I
strongly support these two programs.

My colleagues on the Resources Committee
held several hearings on these bills. Unfortu-
nately, it was revealed through the hearings
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that the funds withheld by the Fish and Wild-
life Service to administer and execute the Pitt-
man-Robertson and Dingell-Johnson Acts
were used to fund unrelated expenses.

In addition, funds that were used for true
administration of these programs were not
used responsibly. I commend the committee
for working with the Fish and Wildlife Service
in coming to a bipartisan, common sense solu-
tion that uses more dollars for fish and wildlife
and less on administration.

Mr. Chairman, programs that assist recre-
ation and conservation are good for Oregon
and good for the United States. Doing this in
a way that decreases waste is even better. I
urge my colleagues to join me in voting in
favor of H.R. 3671.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the
rule, the committee amendment in the
nature of a substitute printed in the
bill is considered as an original bill for
the purpose of amendment and is con-
sidered as read.

The text of the committee amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute is as
follows:

H.R. 3671
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of

Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Wildlife and
Sport Fish Restoration Programs Improvement
Act of 2000’’.
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:
(1) WILDLIFE RESTORATION ACT.—The term

‘‘Wildlife Restoration Act’’ means the Act of
September 2, 1937 (chapter 899; 16 U.S.C. 669 et
seq.), popularly known as the Federal Aid in
Wildlife Restoration Act and as the Pittman-
Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act.

(2) SPORT FISH RESTORATION ACT.—The term
‘‘Sport Fish Restoration Act’’ means the Act of
August 9, 1950 (chapter 658; 16 U.S.C. 777 et
seq.), popularly known as the Federal Aid in
Fish Restoration Act and as the Dingell-John-
son Sport Fish Restoration Act.

TITLE I—WILDLIFE RESTORATION
SEC. 101. EXPENDITURES FOR ADMINISTRATION.

(a) ANNUAL SET-ASIDE FOR ADMINISTRA-
TION.—Section 4 of the Wildlife Restoration Act
(16 U.S.C. 669c) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-
section (c);

(2) by amending so much as precedes the sec-
ond sentence of subsection (a) to read as fol-
lows:

‘‘ALLOCATION AND APPORTIONMENT OF
AVAILABLE AMOUNTS

‘‘SEC. 4. (a) SET-ASIDE FOR ADMINISTRA-
TION.—(1) Of the revenues (excluding interest
accruing under section 3(b)) covered into the
fund in each fiscal year, up to $5,000,000 may be
used by the Secretary for expenses to administer
this Act, in accordance with this subsection and
section 9 in each of the fiscal years 2001, 2002,
and 2003. Of the revenues (excluding interest ac-
cruing under section 3(b)) covered into the fund
in each fiscal year, beginning in fiscal year
2004, such amount, adjusted annually to reflect
the changes in the Consumer Price Index, not to
exceed $7,000,000, may be used by the Secretary
for expenses to administer this Act, in accord-
ance with this subsection and section 9.

‘‘(2)(A) The amount authorized to be used by
the Secretary under paragraph (1) each fiscal
year shall remain available for obligation for
such use until the expiration of that fiscal year.
Within 60 days after that fiscal year, the Sec-

retary shall apportion among the States any of
the amount that remains unobligated at the end
of the fiscal year, on the same basis and in the
same manner as other amounts authorized by
this Act are apportioned among the States for
the fiscal year in which the apportionment is
made.

‘‘(B) Within 30 days after the end of each fis-
cal year, the Secretary shall—

‘‘(i) certify in writing to the Secretary of the
Treasury and to each State fish and game
department—

‘‘(I) the amount apportioned under subpara-
graph (A) to each State in the most recent ap-
portionment under that subparagraph; and

‘‘(II) amounts obligated by the Secretary dur-
ing the fiscal year for administration of this
Act; and

‘‘(ii) publish in the Federal Register the
amounts so certified.

‘‘(b) APPORTIONMENT TO STATES.—’’; and
(3) in subsection (b), as designated by the

amendment made by paragraph (2), by striking
‘‘after making the aforesaid deduction, shall ap-
portion, except as provided in subsection (b) of
this section,’’ and inserting ‘‘after deducting the
amount authorized to be used under subsection
(a), the amount apportioned under subsection
(c), any amount apportioned under section 8A,
and amounts provided as grants under sections
10 and 11, shall apportion’’.

(b) REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS REGARD-
ING USE OF AMOUNTS FOR ADMINISTRATION.—
Section 9 of the Wildlife Restoration Act (16
U.S.C. 669h) is amended to read as follows:
‘‘REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS REGARDING

USE OF AMOUNTS FOR ADMINISTRATION

‘‘SEC. 9. (a) AUTHORIZED ADMINISTRATIVE
COSTS.—The Secretary may use amounts under
section 4(a)(1) only for administration expenses
that directly support the implementation of this
Act and that consist of any of the following:

‘‘(1) Personnel costs of any employee who di-
rectly administers this Act on a full-time basis.

‘‘(2) Personnel costs of any employee who di-
rectly administers this Act on a part-time basis
for at least 20 hours each week, not to exceed
the portion of such costs incurred with respect
to the work hours of such employee during
which the employee directly administers this
Act, as such hours are certified by the super-
visor of the employee.

‘‘(3) Support costs directly associated with
personnel costs authorized under paragraphs (1)
and (2) of this subsection not including costs as-
sociated with staffing and operation of regional
offices of the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service and the Department of the Interior,
other than for purposes of this Act.

‘‘(4) Costs to evaluate, approve, disapprove,
and advise concerning comprehensive fish and
wildlife resource management plans under sec-
tion 6(a)(1) and wildlife restoration projects
under section 6(a)(2).

‘‘(5) Overhead costs, including general admin-
istrative services, that are directly attributable
to administration of this Act based on—

‘‘(A) actual costs, as determined by a direct
cost allocation methodology approved by the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and Budget
for use by Federal agencies; and

‘‘(B) for those costs not determinable pursuant
to subparagraph (A), an amount per full-time
equivalent employee authorized pursuant to
paragraphs (1) and (2) that does not exceed the
amount charged or assessed for such costs per
full-time equivalent employee for any other divi-
sion or program of the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service.

‘‘(6) Costs incurred in auditing the wildlife
and sportfish activities of each State fish and
game department and the use of funds under
section 6 by each State fish and game depart-
ment every 5 years.

‘‘(7) Costs of audits under subsection (d).
‘‘(8) Costs of necessary training of Federal

and State full-time personnel who administer
this Act to improve administration of this Act.

‘‘(9) Costs of travel to the States, territories,
and Canada by personnel who administer this
Act on a full-time basis for purposes directly re-
lated to administration of State programs or
projects, or who administer grants under section
6, section 10, or section 11.

‘‘(10) Costs of travel outside of the United
States (except travel to Canada) that relates di-
rectly to administration of this Act and that is
approved directly by the Assistant Secretary for
Fish and Wildlife and Parks.

‘‘(11) Relocation expenses for personnel who,
after relocation, will administer this Act on a
full-time basis for at least 1 year, as certified by
the Director of the United States Fish and Wild-
life Service at the time such relocation expenses
are incurred.

‘‘(12) Costs to audit, evaluate, approve, dis-
approve, and advise concerning grants under
section 6, section 10, or section 11.

‘‘(b) UNAUTHORIZED COSTS.—Use of funds for
a cost to administer this Act shall not be author-
ized because the cost is not expressly prohibited
by this Act.

‘‘(c) RESTRICTION ON USE TO SUPPLEMENT
GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS.—The Secretary may
not use amounts under section 4(a)(1) to supple-
ment any function for which general appropria-
tions are made for the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service or any other entity of the De-
partment of the Interior.

‘‘(d) AUDIT REQUIREMENT.—(1) The Inspector
General of the Department of the Interior shall
procure the conduct of biennial audits, in ac-
cordance with generally accepted accounting
principles, of expenditures of amounts used by
the Secretary for administration of this Act.

‘‘(2) Audits under this subsection shall be per-
formed under contracts that are awarded under
competitive procedures (as that term is defined
in section 4 of the Office of Federal Procurement
Policy Act (41 U.S.C. 403)), by a person that is
not associated in any way with the Department
of the Interior.

‘‘(3) The auditor selected pursuant to para-
graph (1) shall report to, and be supervised by,
the Inspector General of the Department of the
Interior, except that the auditor shall submit a
copy of the biennial audit findings to the Sec-
retary at the time such findings are submitted to
the Inspector General of the Department of the
Interior.

‘‘(4) The Inspector General of the Department
of the Interior shall promptly report to the Com-
mittee on Resources of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Environment and
Public Works of the Senate on the results of
each such audit.

‘‘(e) CERTIFICATION BY SECRETARY.—(1) The
Secretary shall within 3 months after each fiscal
year certify in writing to the Committee on Re-
sources of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Environment and Public Works of
the Senate the following for the fiscal year:

‘‘(A) The amount of funds used under section
4(a)(1) and a breakdown of categories for which
such funds were expended.

‘‘(B) The amount of funds apportioned to
States under section 4(a)(2).

‘‘(C) The results of the audits performed pur-
suant to subsection (d).

‘‘(D) That all funds expended under section
4(a)(1) were necessary for administration of this
Act.

‘‘(E) The Secretary, the Assistant Secretary
for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, the Director of
the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, and
the Assistant Director for Wildlife and Sport
Fish Restoration Programs each properly dis-
charged their duties under this Act.

‘‘(2) The Secretary may not delegate the re-
sponsibility to make certifications under para-
graph (1) except to the Assistant Secretary for
Fish and Wildlife and Parks.

‘‘(3) Within 60 days after the start of each fis-
cal year, the Assistant Director for Wildlife and
Sport Fish Restoration Programs shall provide
to the Committee on Resources of the House of

VerDate 20-MAR-2000 03:14 Apr 06, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00049 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 6333 E:\CR\FM\A05AP7.031 pfrm02 PsN: H05PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1816 April 5, 2000
Representatives and the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works of the Senate the fol-
lowing for the fiscal year:

‘‘(A) The amount of funds that will be ex-
pended in the fiscal year under section 4(a)(1)
and a breakdown of categories for which such
funds will be expended.

‘‘(B) A description of how the funds to be ex-
pended are necessary for administration of this
Act.

‘‘(4) The Secretary shall promptly publish in
the Federal Register each certification under
this subsection.

‘‘(f) CERTIFICATION BY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
FOR WILDLIFE AND SPORT FISH RESTORATION
PROGRAMS.—Within 1 month after the end of
each fiscal year, the Assistant Director for Wild-
life and Sport Fish Restoration Programs shall—

‘‘(1) certify that—
‘‘(A) all amounts expended in that fiscal year

to administer this Act in agency headquarters
and in regional offices of the United State Fish
and Wildlife Service were used in accordance
with this Act; and

‘‘(B) all such expenditures were necessary to
administer this Act; and

‘‘(2) distribute such certifications to each
State fish and game department.’’.
SEC. 102. FIREARM AND BOW HUNTER EDU-

CATION AND SAFETY PROGRAM
GRANTS.

The Wildlife Restoration Act is amended by
redesignating section 10 as section 12, and by in-
serting after section 9 the following:

‘‘FIREARM AND BOW HUNTER EDUCATION AND
SAFETY PROGRAM GRANTS

‘‘SEC. 10. (a) IN GENERAL.—Of the revenues
covered into the fund in each fiscal year,
$15,000,000, less the amount used under section
4(a) and the amount granted under section
11(a)(1), shall be apportioned among the States
in the manner specified in section 4(b) by the
Secretary for the following:

‘‘(1) Grants to States for the enhancement of
hunter education programs, hunter and sporting
firearm safety programs, and hunter develop-
ment programs.

‘‘(2) Grants for the enhancement of interstate
coordination and development of hunter edu-
cation programs.

‘‘(3) Grants to States for the enhancement of
bow hunter and archery education, safety, and
development programs.

‘‘(4) Grants to States for the enhancement of
construction or enhancement of firearm shoot-
ing ranges and archery ranges, and updating
safety features of firearm shooting ranges and
archery ranges.

‘‘(b) COST-SHARING.—The Federal share of the
cost of any activity carried out with a grant
under this section may not exceed 75 percent of
the total cost of the activity and the remainder
of the cost shall come from a non-Federal
source.

‘‘(c) PERIOD OF AVAILABILITY; REAPPORTION-
MENT.—Amounts available under this subsection
shall remain available for 1 fiscal year, after
which all unobligated balances shall be appor-
tioned among the States in the manner specified
in section 4(b).’’.
SEC. 103. MULTI-STATE CONSERVATION GRANT

PROGRAM.
The Wildlife Restoration Act is further

amended by inserting after section 10 the fol-
lowing:

‘‘MULTI-STATE CONSERVATION GRANT PROGRAM

‘‘SEC. 11. (a) IN GENERAL.—(1) Up to $2,500,000
of the revenues covered into the fund each fiscal
year shall be available to the Secretary for mak-
ing multi-State conservation grants in accord-
ance with this section.

‘‘(2) Amounts available under this subsection
shall remain available for two fiscal years, after
which all unobligated balances shall be appor-
tioned in the manner specified in section 4(b).

‘‘(b) SELECTION OF PROJECTS.—(1) A project
shall not be eligible for a grant under this sec-

tion unless it will benefit at least 26 States, a
majority of the States in a region of the United
States Fish and Wildlife Service, or a regional
association of State fish and game departments.

‘‘(2) The Secretary may award grants under
this section based only on a priority list of wild-
life restoration projects prepared and submitted
by State fish and game departments acting
through the International Association of Fish
and Wildlife Agencies each fiscal year in ac-
cordance with paragraph (3).

‘‘(3)(A) The International Association of Fish
and Wildlife Agencies shall—

‘‘(i) prepare each priority list through a com-
mittee comprised of the heads of State fish and
game departments (or their designees);

‘‘(ii) approve each priority list by a majority
of the heads of all State fish and game depart-
ments (or their designees); and

‘‘(iii) submit each priority list by not later
than October 1 of each fiscal year to the Assist-
ant Director for Wildlife and Sport Fish Res-
toration Programs, who shall accept such list on
behalf of the Secretary.

‘‘(B) In preparing any priority list under this
paragraph, the International Association of
Fish and Wildlife Agencies shall consult with
nongovernmental organizations that represent
conservation organizations, sportsmen organiza-
tions, and industries that support or promote
hunting, trapping, recreational shooting, bow
hunting, or archery.

‘‘(4) The Assistant Director for Wildlife and
Sport Fish Restoration Programs shall publish
in the Federal Register each priority list sub-
mitted under this subsection.

‘‘(c) ELIGIBLE GRANTEES.—(1) The Secretary
may make a grant under this section only to—

‘‘(A) a State or group of States; or
‘‘(B) subject to paragraph (2), a nongovern-

mental organization.
‘‘(2) Any nongovernmental organization ap-

plying for a grant under this section shall sub-
mit with the application to the International
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies a cer-
tification that the organization does not pro-
mote or encourage opposition to regulated hunt-
ing or trapping of regulated wildlife, and will
use any funds awarded pursuant to this section
in compliance with subsection (d).

‘‘(3) Any nongovernmental organization that
is found to promote or encourage opposition to
regulated hunting or trapping of regulated wild-
life or does not use funds in compliance with
subsection (d) shall return all funds received
and be subject to any other penalties under law.

‘‘(d) USE OF GRANTS.—Amounts provided as a
grant under this section may not be used for
education, activities, projects, or programs that
promote or encourage opposition to regulated
hunting or trapping of regulated wildlife.

‘‘(e) CLARIFICATION.—No activities under-
taken by the personnel of State fish and game
departments under this section shall constitute
advice or recommendations for 1 or more agen-
cies or officers of the Federal Government.’’.
SEC. 104. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.

Section 5 of the Wildlife Restoration Act (16
U.S.C. 669d) is amended by inserting ‘‘, at the
time such deduction or apportionment is made’’
after ‘‘he has apportioned to each State’’.

TITLE II—SPORT FISH RESTORATION
SEC. 201. EXPENDITURES FOR ADMINISTRATION.

(a) ANNUAL SET-ASIDE FOR ADMINISTRA-
TION.—Section 4(d) of the Sport Fish Restora-
tion Act (16 U.S.C. 777c(d)) is amended to read
as follows:

‘‘(d)(1) Of the balance of each such annual
appropriation remaining after the distribution
and use under subsections (a), (b), and (c) of
this section and section 14, up to $5,000,000 may
be used by the Secretary of the Interior for ex-
penses in accordance with this subsection and
section 9 in each of the fiscal years 2001, 2002,
and 2003. Of the balance of each such annual
appropriation remaining after the distribution
and use under subsections (a), (b), and (c) of

this section and section 14, beginning in fiscal
year 2004, such amount, adjusted annually to
reflect the changes in the Consumer Price Index,
not to exceed $7,000,000, may be used by the Sec-
retary of the Interior for expenses in accordance
with this subsection and section 9.

‘‘(2) The amount authorized to be used by the
Secretary under paragraph (1) each fiscal year
shall remain available for obligation for such
use until the expiration of that fiscal year.
Within 60 days after the end of that fiscal year,
the Secretary shall apportion any of the amount
that remains unobligated at the end of the fiscal
year on the same basis and in the same manner
as other amounts authorized by this Act are ap-
portioned among the States under section 4(e)
for the fiscal year in which the apportionment
is made.’’.

(b) REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS REGARD-
ING USE OF AMOUNTS FOR ADMINISTRATION.—
Section 9 of the Sport Fish Restoration Act (16
U.S.C. 777h) is amended to read as follows:
‘‘REQUIREMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS REGARDING

USE OF AMOUNTS FOR ADMINISTRATION
‘‘SEC. 9. (a) AUTHORIZED ADMINISTRATION

COSTS.—The Secretary of the Interior may use
amounts under section 4(d) only for administra-
tion expenses that directly support the imple-
mentation of this Act and that consist of any of
the following:

‘‘(1) Personnel costs of any employee who di-
rectly administers this Act on a full-time basis.

‘‘(2) Personnel costs of any employee who di-
rectly administers this Act on a part-time basis
for at least 20 hours each week, not to exceed
the portion of such costs incurred with respect
to the work hours of such employee during
which the employee directly administers this
Act, as such hours are certified by the super-
visor of the employee.

‘‘(3) Support costs directly associated with
personnel costs authorized under paragraphs (1)
and (2).

‘‘(4) Costs to evaluate, approve, disapprove,
and advise concerning comprehensive fish and
wildlife resource management plans under sec-
tion 6(a)(1) and fish restoration and manage-
ment projects under section 6(a)(2).

‘‘(5) Overhead costs, including general admin-
istrative services, that are directly attributable
to administration of this Act based on—

‘‘(A) actual costs, as determined by a direct
cost allocation methodology approved by the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and Budget
for use by Federal agencies; and

‘‘(B) for those costs not determinable pursuant
to subparagraph (A), an amount per full-time
equivalent employee authorized pursuant to
paragraphs (1) and (2) that does not exceed the
amount charged or assessed for such costs per
full-time equivalent employee for any other divi-
sion or program of the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service.

‘‘(6) Costs incurred in auditing the wildlife
and sport fish activities of each State fish and
game department and the use of funds under
section 6 by each State fish and game depart-
ment every 5 years.

‘‘(7) Costs of audits under subsection (d).
‘‘(8) Costs of necessary training of Federal

and State full-time personnel who administer
this Act to improve administration of this Act.

‘‘(9) Costs of travel to the States, territories,
and Canada by personnel who administer this
Act on a full-time basis for purposes directly re-
lated to administration of State programs or
projects, or who administer grants under section
6 or section 14.

‘‘(10) Costs of travel outside of the United
States (except travel to Canada) that relates to
administration of this Act and that is approved
directly by the Assistant Secretary for Fish and
Wildlife and Parks.

‘‘(11) Relocation expenses for personnel who,
after relocation, will administer this Act on a
full-time basis for at least 1 year, as certified by
the Director of the United States Fish and Wild-
life Service at the time such relocation expenses
are incurred.
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‘‘(12) Costs to audit, evaluate, approve, dis-

approve, and advise concerning grants under
section 6 and section 14.

‘‘(b) UNAUTHORIZED COSTS.—Use of funds for
a cost to administer this Act shall not be author-
ized because the cost is not expressly prohibited
by this Act.

‘‘(c) RESTRICTION ON USE TO SUPPLEMENT
GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS.—The Secretary may
not use amounts under section 4(d) to supple-
ment any function for which general appropria-
tions are made for the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service or any other entity of the De-
partment of the Interior.

‘‘(d) AUDIT REQUIREMENT.—(1) The Inspector
General of the Department of the Interior shall
procure the conduct of biennial audits, in ac-
cordance with generally accepted accounting
principles, of expenditures of amounts used by
the Secretary for administration of this Act.

‘‘(2) Audits under this subsection shall be per-
formed under contracts that are awarded under
competitive procedures (as that term is defined
in section 4 of the Office of Federal Procurement
Policy Act (41 U.S.C. 403)), by a person that is
not associated in any way with the Department
of the Interior.

‘‘(3) The auditor selected pursuant to para-
graph (1) shall report to, and be supervised by,
the Inspector General of the Department of the
Interior, except that the auditor shall submit a
copy of the biennial audit findings to the Sec-
retary of the Interior at the time such findings
are submitted to the Inspector General of the
Department of the Interior.

‘‘(4) The Inspector General of the Department
of the Interior shall promptly report to the Com-
mittee on Resources of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Environment and
Public Works of the Senate on the results of
each such audit.

‘‘(e) CERTIFICATION BY SECRETARY.—(1) The
Secretary of the Interior shall within 3 months
after each fiscal year certify in writing to the
Committee on Resources of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Environment
and Public Works of the Senate the following
for the fiscal year:

‘‘(A) The amount of funds used under section
4(d) and a breakdown of categories for which
such funds were expended.

‘‘(B) The amount of funds apportioned to
States under section 4(d)(2)(A).

‘‘(C) The results of the audits performed pur-
suant to subsection (d).

‘‘(D) That all funds expended under section
4(d) were necessary for administration of this
Act.

‘‘(E) The Secretary, Assistant Secretary for
Fish and Wildlife and Parks, the Director of the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service, and the
Assistant Director for Wildlife and Sport Fish
Restoration Programs each properly discharged
their duties under this Act.

‘‘(2) The Secretary may not delegate the re-
sponsibility to make certifications under para-
graph (1) except to the Assistant Secretary for
Fish and Wildlife and Parks.

‘‘(3) The Secretary shall promptly publish in
the Federal Register each certification under
this subsection.

‘‘(f) CERTIFICATION BY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
FOR WILDLIFE AND SPORT FISH RESTORATION
PROGRAMS.—Within 1 month after the end of
each fiscal year, the Assistant Director for Wild-
life and Sport Fish Restoration Programs shall—

‘‘(1) certify that—
‘‘(A) all amounts expended in that fiscal year

to administer this Act in agency headquarters
and in regional offices of the United States Fish
and Wildlife Service were used in accordance
with this Act; and

‘‘(B) all such expenditures were necessary to
administer this Act; and

‘‘(2) distribute such certifications to each
State fish and game department.’’.
SEC. 202. MULTI-STATE GRANT PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—The Sport
Fish Restoration Act is amended by striking the

second section 13 (16 U.S.C. 777 note) and insert-
ing the following:

‘‘MULTI-STATE CONSERVATION GRANT PROGRAM

‘‘SEC. 14. (a) IN GENERAL.—(1) Of the balance
of each annual appropriation made in accord-
ance with section 3 remaining after the distribu-
tion and use under subsections (a), (b), and (c)
of section 4 each fiscal year, up to $2,500,000
shall be available to the Secretary of the Inte-
rior for making multi-State conservation grants
in accordance with this section.

‘‘(2) Amounts available under this subsection
shall remain available for 2 fiscal years, after
which all unobligated balances shall be appor-
tioned in the manner specified in section 4(e).

‘‘(b) SELECTION OF PROJECTS.—(1) A project
shall not be eligible for a grant under this sec-
tion unless it will benefit at least 26 States, a
majority of the States in a region of the Fish
and Wildlife Service, or a regional association of
State fish and game departments.

‘‘(2) The Secretary of the Interior may award
grants under this section based only on a pri-
ority list of sportfish restoration projects pre-
pared and submitted by State fish and game de-
partments acting through the International As-
sociation of Fish and Wildlife Agencies each fis-
cal year in accordance with paragraph (3).

‘‘(3)(A) The International Association of Fish
and Wildlife Agencies shall—

‘‘(i) prepare each priority list through a com-
mittee comprised of the heads of State fish and
game departments (or their designees);

‘‘(ii) approve each priority list by a majority
of the heads of State fish and game departments
(or their designees); and

‘‘(iii) submit each priority list by not later
than October 1 of each fiscal year to the Sec-
retary of the Interior.

‘‘(B) In preparing any priority list under this
paragraph, the International Association of
Fish and Wildlife Agencies shall consult with
nongovernmental organizations that represent
conservation organizations, sportsmen organiza-
tions, and industries that fund the Sport Fish
Restoration Programs.

‘‘(4) The Assistant Director for Wildlife and
Sport Fish Restoration Programs shall publish
in the Federal Register each priority list sub-
mitted under this subsection.

‘‘(c) ELIGIBLE GRANTEES.—(1) The Secretary
of the Interior may make a grant under this sec-
tion only to—

‘‘(A) a State or group of States; or
‘‘(B) subject to paragraph (2) a nongovern-

mental organization.
‘‘(2) Any nongovernmental organization ap-

plying for a grant under this section shall sub-
mit with the application to the International
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies a cer-
tification that the organization does not pro-
mote or encourage opposition to the regulated
taking of fish and will use any funds awarded
pursuant to this section in compliance with sub-
section (d).

‘‘(3) Any nongovernmental organization that
is found to promote or encourage opposition to
the regulated taking of fish or does not use
funds in compliance with subsection (d) shall
return all funds received and be subject to any
other penalties under law.

‘‘(d) USE OF GRANTS.—Amounts provided as a
grant under this section may not be used for
education, activities, projects, or programs that
promote or encourage opposition to the regu-
lated taking of fish.

‘‘(e) CLARIFICATION.—No activities under-
taken by the personnel of State fish and game
departments, other State agencies, or organiza-
tions of State fish and game departments under
this section shall constitute advice or rec-
ommendations for 1 or more agencies or officers
of the Federal Government.

‘‘(f) FUNDING FOR MARINE FISHERIES COMMIS-
SIONS.—Of the balance of each annual appro-
priation made in accordance with section 3 re-
maining after the distribution and use under

subsections (a), (b), and (c) of section 4 each fis-
cal year and after deducting amounts used for
grants under subsection (a) of this section,
$200,000 shall be available for each of—

‘‘(1) the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Com-
mission;

‘‘(2) the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commis-
sion;

‘‘(3) the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Com-
mission; and

‘‘(4) the Great Lakes Fisheries Commission.’’.
(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 4 of

the Sport Fish Restoration Act (16 U.S.C. 777c)
is amended in subsection (e) by inserting ‘‘of
this section and section 14’’ after ‘‘subsections
(a), (b), (c), and (d)’’.
SEC. 203. CERTIFICATIONS.

Section 5 of the Sport Fish Restoration Act (16
U.S.C. 777d) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘SEC. 5.’’ and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘‘CERTIFICATIONS

‘‘SEC. 5. (a) ADMINISTRATIVE DEDUCTION AND
STATE APPORTIONMENTS.—’’;

(2) in subsection (a) (as designated by the
amendment made by paragraph (1) of this sec-
tion) by inserting ‘‘, at the time such deduction
or apportionment is made’’ after ‘‘apportioned
to each State for such fiscal year’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(b) FISCAL YEAREND CERTIFICATION BY SEC-

RETARY.—Within 30 days after the end of each
fiscal year, the Secretary of the Interior shall—

‘‘(1) certify in writing to the Secretary of the
Treasury and to each State fish and game
department—

‘‘(A) the amount apportioned under section
4(d)(2) to each State in the most recent appor-
tionment under that section for that fiscal year;
and

‘‘(B) amounts obligated by the Secretary dur-
ing the fiscal year for administration of this
Act; and

‘‘(2) publish in the Federal Register the
amounts so certified.

‘‘(c) CERTIFICATION BY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR.—
(1) Within 60 days after the start of each fiscal
year, the Assistant Director for Wildlife and
Sport Fish Restoration Programs shall provide
to the Committee on Resources of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works of the Senate the fol-
lowing for the fiscal year:

‘‘(A) The amount of funds that will be ex-
pended in the fiscal year under section 4(d)(2)
and a breakdown of categories for which such
funds will be expended.

‘‘(B) A description of how the funds to be ex-
pended are necessary for administration of this
Act.

‘‘(2) The Secretary of the Interior shall
promptly publish in the Federal Register each
certification under this subsection.’’.
SEC. 204. PERIOD OF AVAILABILITY.

Section 4(f) of the Sport Fish Restoration Act
(16 U.S.C. 777c) is amended by striking the first
sentence.

TITLE III—WILDLIFE AND SPORT FISH
RESTORATION PROGRAMS

SEC. 301. DESIGNATION OF PROGRAMS.
The programs established under the Wildlife

Restoration Act and the Sport Fish Restoration
Act may be collectively referred to as the Fed-
eral Assistance Program for State Wildlife and
Sport Fish Restoration Programs.
SEC. 302. ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FOR WILDLIFE

AND SPORT FISH RESTORATION
PROGRAMS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established
within the United States Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice of the Department of the Interior an Assist-
ant Director for Wildlife and Sport Fish Res-
toration Programs.

(b) SUPERIOR.—The Assistant Director for
Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Programs
shall report directly to the Director of the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service.
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(c) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Assistant Director

for Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Pro-
grams shall be responsible for the administra-
tion, management, and oversight of the Federal
Assistance Program for State Wildlife and Sport
Fish Restoration Programs under the Wildlife
Restoration Act and the Sport Fish Restoration
Act.
SEC. 303. CHIEF OF THE DIVISION OF FEDERAL

AID.
The Chief of the Division of Federal Aid of

the Department of the Interior, or any similar
position, is abolished and the duties of that po-
sition shall be the responsibility of the Assistant
Director for Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration
Programs.

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment
printed in House Report 106–558 shall be
considered as read and shall not be sub-
ject to amendment or to a demand for
division of the question.

During consideration of the bill for
amendment, the Chair may accord pri-
ority in recognition to a Member offer-
ing an amendment that he has printed
in the designated place in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD. Those amendments
will be considered as read.

The Chairman of the Committee of
the Whole may postpone a request for a
recorded vote on any amendment, and
may reduce to a minimum of 5 minutes
the time for voting on any postponed
question that immediately follows an-
other vote, provided that the time for
voting on the first question shall be a
minimum of 15 minutes.

Are there amendments to the bill?
AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR. YOUNG OF

ALASKA

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I offer an amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-
ignate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 1 printed in House Report
106–558 offered by Mr. YOUNG of Alaska:

Page 3, strike line 19 and all that follows
through page 4, line 5, and insert the fol-
lowing:

‘‘SEC. 4. (a) SET-ASIDE FOR ADMINISTRA-
TION.—(1)(A) Of the revenues (excluding in-
terest accruing under section 3(b)) covered
into the fund, the Secretary may use up to
the amount specified in subparagraph (B) for
expenses to administer this Act, in accord-
ance with this subsection and section 9.

‘‘(B) The amount referred to in subpara-
graph (A) is the following:

‘‘(i) In fiscal year 2001, $7,090,000.
‘‘(ii) In fiscal year 2002, $6,710,000.
‘‘(iii) In fiscal year 2003, $6,330,000.
‘‘(iv) In fiscal year 2004 and each fiscal year

thereafter—
‘‘(I) the amount available for the preceding

fiscal year, plus
‘‘(II) an amount to reflect the change in

the consumer price index over the preceding
fiscal year, which shall be determined by the
Secretary of the Treasury by multiplying
such change times the amount available for
the preceding fiscal year.

Page 16, strike line 18 and all that follows
through page 17, line 5, and insert the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(d)(1)(A) Of the balance of each such an-
nual appropriation remaining after the dis-
tribution and use under subsections (a), (b),
and (c) of this section and section 14, the
Secretary of the Interior may use up to the
amount specified in subparagraph (B) for ex-
penses to administer this Act, in accordance
with this subsection and section 9.

‘‘(B) The amount referred to in subpara-
graph (A) is the following:

‘‘(i) In fiscal year 2001, $7,090,000.
‘‘(ii) In fiscal year 2002, $6,710,000.
‘‘(iii) In fiscal year 2003, $6,330,000.
‘‘(iv) In fiscal year 2004 and each fiscal year

thereafter—
‘‘(I) the amount available for the preceding

fiscal year, plus
‘‘(II) an amount to reflect the change in

the consumer price index over the preceding
fiscal year, which shall be determined by the
Secretary of the Treasury by multiplying
such change times the amount available for
the preceding fiscal year.

Page 6, strike lines 16 through 19 and insert
the following:

‘‘(4) Costs of determining under section 6(a)
whether State comprehensive plans and
projects are substantial in character and de-
sign.

Page 12, line 19, after ‘‘education’’ insert
‘‘and shooting range’’.

Page 12, line 25, strike ‘‘enhancement’’ and
insert ‘‘development’’.

Page 15, line 16, strike ‘‘regulated’’.
Page 15, line 20, strike ‘‘regulated’’.
Page 18, strike lines 12 through 16 and in-

sert the following:
‘‘(4) Costs of determining under section 6(a)

whether State comprehensive plans and
projects are substantial in character and de-
sign.

Page 28, after line 24, insert the following:
SEC. ll. CONFORMING AMENDMENT.

Section 9504(b)(2)(A) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 is amended by striking ‘‘(as
in effect on the date of the enactment of the
TEA 21 Restoration Act)’’ and inserting ‘‘(as
in effect on the date of the enactment of the
Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Pro-
grams Improvement Act of 2000)’’.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, this is an amendment which in-
creases the funding levels in the bill
from $10 million to $14 million for true
administration expenses, but also as-
sumes a transition period that reduces
the number of program administrators
from 120 to 100 over a period of 3 years,
and then it adjusts upward thereafter
based on the Consumer Price Index.

This amendment makes other tech-
nical changes to make sure the bill
conforms with the Pittman-Robertson
Dingell-Johnson Acts that we are not
omitting at this time.

Mr. Chairman, I would suggest re-
spectfully that this should answer the
concerns of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia about not having enough money.
It raises the expenses, at least $5 mil-
lion more. That is $19 million total. In
3 years, we drop the participation of
the administrators from 120 to 100.
Then if they need more after that, it
will ratchet back up if necessary.

Mr. Chairman, I urge the adoption of
the amendment.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Chairman, I move to strike the last
word.

Mr. Chairman, I raise the questions I
raised earlier about those amendments,
whether or not this goes far enough. I
appreciate that the gentleman has
added some money back. As I under-
stand it, the $5 million is money that
will go directly to the States as part of
the national program, so I think where
we are left is about $14 million for ad-
ministration.

As I read the letters, again, from the
International Association of Fish and
Wildlife Agencies and the National
Wildlife Federation, again, who are
strong supporters of this legislation
and of the program, they indicate that
they think that the figure is somewhat
higher than that.

Originally we had talked about 18.
That did not happen. They mentioned
16. Their formula figure may take it
above that.

We are obviously not going to solve
that issue here today, but I would hope
that the gentleman would continue to
consult with these supporters of the
programs and certainly with the State
wildlife agencies that are admin-
istering the State side of that program,
because I think they do raise the con-
cerns about that.

I do not know that exact figure yet,
however. I believe it is higher than the
figure the gentleman has in his budget.
I would just hope that that could be
done certainly before we contemplate
sending this legislation to the White
House.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
I yield to the gentleman from Alaska.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Again if I can
get the figures from the Fish and Wild-
life directly, an explanation of what it
is being spent for, I am willing to ad-
just these figures. This is the best we
can do right now. I believe it is correct.
We are not cutting back on the State
administrators, other than 20. Then we
will ratchet it back up over 3 year’s
time.

I think we are meeting most of those
goals which the gentleman has raised
in the point of order. We will go to the
Senate. We will be talking.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Chairman, we have talked long,
and the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
DINGELL) and others who have been
long involved in the program. We want
to see this program come out whole at
the end of this process with these
changes and with this accountability.
That is very important, I think, to all
of our constituents.

I am not happy raising these issues,
but I think they have to be raised so
that we can arrive at a point where we
are comfortable and we can tell the
State agencies and the other organiza-
tions that work with them in coopera-
tion that we have made this program
whole and it is doing the things for
which it was designed and which are
appropriate for it to do.

I raise this at this time in conjunc-
tion with the manager’s amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. Are there addi-
tional Members to speak on this
amendment?

If not, the question is on the amend-
ment offered by the gentleman from
Alaska (Mr. YOUNG).

The amendment was agreed to.
The CHAIRMAN. Are there addi-

tional amendments?
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AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. UDALL OF

COLORADO

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Chair-
man, I offer an amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:
Amendment offered by Mr. UDALL of Colo-

rado:
Page 30, after line 6 insert the following:

SEC. 304. IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.
(a) TIMING.—At the time the President sub-

mits a budget request for the Department of
the Interior for the third fiscal year begin-
ning after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Interior shall inform
the Committee on Resources of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works of the Senate
about the steps taken to comply with this
Act.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report required by this
section shall indicate—

(1) the extent to which compliance with
this Act has required a reduction in the
number of personnel assigned to administer,
manage, and oversee the Federal Assistance
Program for State Wildlife and Sport Fish
Restoration Programs;

(2) any revisions to this Act that would be
desirable in order for the Secretary to ade-
quately administer such programs and as-
sure that funds provided to state agencies
are properly used; and

(3) any other information regarding the
implementation of this Act that the Sec-
retary considers appropriate.

Mr. UDALL of Colorado (during the
reading). Mr. Chairman, I ask unani-
mous consent that the amendment be
considered as read and printed in the
RECORD.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Colorado?

There was no objection.
Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Chair-

man, I will make a brief statement
about the amendment.

The amendment is very simple. It
would require the Secretary of the In-
terior to inform the Committee on Re-
sources and the corresponding com-
mittee of the other body about admin-
istrative changes required by this bill.

In particular, it would require the
Secretary to tell us about any reduc-
tion in the number of people assigned,
to make sure that these important pro-
grams are being properly administered.

As I mentioned when the Committee
on Resources considered the bill, these
programs are very important for Colo-
rado and all the other 49 States and
territories. The assistance they can
provide can help us greatly as we work
to respond to the pressures on our fish
and wildlife populations and the habi-
tat that are coming under increasingly
rapid population stresses and the re-
sulting growth and sprawl.

The programs cannot be properly ad-
ministered without adequate personnel
and other resources, however. So I take
seriously the concerns expressed by the
Wildlife Management Institute, the
International Association of Fish and
Wildlife Agencies, and others who tell
us that they fear that the bill’s current
limits threaten to undermine the abil-
ity of the Department of the Interior
to properly manage the programs.

This amendment itself would not re-
vise the bill’s limits on administrative

expenses, but it would require the De-
partment of the Interior to inform the
committee and the Congress about how
those limits affect the implementation
of these important programs.

With that information, the com-
mittee in the future can consider
whether or not to propose changes to
that part of the bill.

I think the amendment does not de-
tract from the purpose of the bill. It
merely provides for our obtaining in-
formation for consideration as the
committee carries out its future over-
sight and review responsibilities.

Mr. Chairman, I urge the adoption of
the amendment.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I move to strike the last word.

Mr. Chairman, my amendment pro-
vides a transition period to scale the
program back slightly, making it more
effective. We keep the level of current
employees, 120, constant for the first
year, and have a gradual reduction in
the years following.

If the gentleman has modified his
amendment by changing the word
‘‘first’’ to ‘‘third,’’ which would allow
the bill to take effect before the report
is issued, then I would accept his
amendment.

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Chair-
man, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. I yield to the
gentleman from Colorado.

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Chair-
man, I would be glad to modify the
amendment to change ‘‘first’’ to
‘‘third.’’ Whatever the chairman would
like to do, I am with him.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I think everything is taken care
of. We have all agreed.

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Chair-
man, I think the amendment has al-
ready been modified at the desk. We
are on the same page.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. I apologize. I
think the staff has told me that is set-
tled.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would
notify all Members that the modifica-
tion was actually made to the amend-
ment that was offered, so there is no
need to modify based upon the con-
versation.

Mrs. CHENOWETH-HAGE. Mr. Chair-
man, I move to strike the requisite
number of words.

Mr. Chairman, I really appreciate the
leadership that has been shown on this
very important bill, and the leadership
and thoughtfulness that has gone into
the amendment, because I do think
that the committee does need to make
sure that there is good oversight, be-
cause we had some very serious prob-
lems with the Pittman-Robertson ad-
ministration of the funds.

I want to make it very, very clear,
Mr. Chairman, that this legislation is
very good, and it does not mean that
we should stop pursuing violations that
have occurred under current law. I
think our investigation that was con-
ducted in the committee clearly ex-
posed the wrongs, and the wrongdoing
must have consequences.

Mr. Chairman, what we have learned
so far about this issue was disturbing,
and this is the reason why we are on
this House floor today, because mil-
lions of dollars specifically designated
for the administration of the Federal
Aid program established through the
Pittman-Robinson Act and the Dingell-
Johnson Act were diverted into a slush
fund for the Secretary of the Interior.

The Secretary has subsequently
divvied these monies out under a com-
pletely unauthorized Directors’ Con-
servation Fund. Mr. Chairman, as we
have broken these illegal expenditures
down, the revelations about where
these funds were spent really infuri-
ated the sportsmen and really bothered
taxpayers, who have generously con-
tributed to this program. These funds
are set aside by law to go towards
State fish and game programs, but in-
stead, the funds have gone toward Fed-
eral initiatives such as the spotted owl
and the ferry shrimp and wolf reintro-
duction, the black-footed ferret, the
American Rivers Conference, the Arc-
tic Conference, and the grizzly bears
that are attempted to be introduced
into Idaho.

b 1700

Moreover, the secretary did go ahead
and use some of these funds for areas
even completely unrelated to wildlife,
such as NAFTA and Retirement Costs,
the RAMSAR Convention and the So-
licitor’s Office.

Mr. Chairman, common sportsmen
and women of this Nation were very
disturbed to know that instead of going
to the State to improve big game habi-
tat nearly $668,000 of their hard-earned
dollars were being spent on about up to
140 Federal AID employees in the form
of bonuses, as well as $108,000 to per-
sonnel who do not even work for Fed-
eral AID, they were given awards.

These are the same Federal officials
who in 1995 gave a mere $89 of carried-
over administrative funds back to the
States while keeping over $1 million
for themselves.

This is a bipartisan effort, Mr.
Speaker, and it is a bill very worthy of
bipartisan support to correct some of
the wrongs that have gone on in this
particular fund. With the careful over-
sight of the committee in the future, I
feel confident that it will be corrected.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. UDALL).

The amendment was agreed to.
AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. TRAFICANT

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Chairman, I
offer an amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:
Amendment offered by Mr. TRAFICANT:
At the end of the bill add the following new

sections:
SEC. . COMPLIANCE WITH BUY AMERICAN ACT

No funds authorized pursuant to this Act
may be expended by an entity unless the en-
tity agrees that in expending the assistance
the entity will comply with sections 2
through 4 of the Act of March 3, 1933 (41
U.S.C. 10a–10c, popularly known as the ‘‘Buy
American Act’’).
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SEC. . SENSE OF CONGRESS; REQUIREMENT RE-

GARDING NOTICE
(a) PURCHASE OF AMERICAN-MADE EQUIP-

MENT AND PRODUCTS.—In the case of any
equipment or products that may be author-
ized to be purchased with financial assist-
ance provided under this Act, it is the sense
of the Congress that entities receiving such
assistance should, in expending the assist-
ance, purchase only American-made equip-
ment and products.

(b) NOTICE TO RECIPIENTS OF ASSISTANCE.—
In providing financial assistance under this
Act, the Secretary of Interior shall provide
to each recipient of the assistance a notice
describing the statement made in subsection
(a) by the Congress.
SEC. . PROHIBITION OF CONTRACTS.

If it has been finally determined by a court
or Federal agency that any person inten-
tionally affixed a label bearing a ‘‘Made in
America’’ inscription, or any inscription
with the same meaning, to any product sold
in or shipped to the United States that is not
made in the United States, such person shall
be ineligible to receive any contract or sub-
contract made with funds provided pursuant
to this Act, pursuant to the debarment, sus-
pension, and ineligibility procedures de-
scribed in section 9.400 through 9.409 of title
48, Code of Federal Regulations.

Mr. TRAFICANT (during the read-
ing). Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous
consent that the amendment be consid-
ered as read and printed in the RECORD.

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Ohio?

There was no objection.
Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Chairman, I

would like to start out by commending
the gentleman from Alaska (Mr.
YOUNG) on a much-needed measure of
reform. Congress was not designed to
send signals. We do not work for the
Western Union. Congress’ role is to
pass legislation, and the gentleman
from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) and the com-
mittee is doing the right thing.

I hope our great leader, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER), will reconcile himself to that
fact and in the final analysis work to-
wards these goals.

I want to also pay a special tribute
on behalf of all the sportsmen in Amer-
ica to the gentleman from Michigan,
big JOHN DINGELL, the great job he has
done and the fingerprints that he has
over the years in this legislation now
being modified by our chairman. I sup-
port the bill and I support these re-
forms.

My amendment deals with the
money. They must comply with the
Buy American Act, giving notice to the
people who have given the money who
has been wasting it. By the way, if they
are going to continue to waste it, buy
American made goods with it. I hope
they do not waste it. There will be a
notice given and if they do not comply
with the act or place a fraudulent label
on something that they purchase, they
would be prohibited from engaging in
business with the agencies herein af-
fected and impacted by this legislation.

With that, I would ask the com-
mittee to accept this legislation.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise in support of the amend-
ment.

Mr. Chairman, I cannot argue against
the gentleman’s comments and I would
gladly accept the amendment.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. TRAFICANT).

The amendment was agreed to.
The CHAIRMAN. Are there any other

amendments?
If not, the question is on the com-

mittee amendment in the nature of a
substitute, as amended.

The committee amendment in the
nature of a substitute, as amended, was
agreed to.

The CHAIRMAN. Under the rule, the
Committee rises.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
THUNE) having assumed the Chair, Mr.
BURR of North Carolina, Chairman of
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union, reported that
that Committee, having had under con-
sideration the bill (H.R. 3671) to amend
the Acts popularly known as the Pitt-
man-Robertson Wildlife Restoration
Act and the Dingell-Johnson Sport
Fish Restoration Act to enhance the
funds available for grants to States for
fish and wildlife conservation projects
and increase opportunities for rec-
reational hunting, bow hunting, trap-
ping, archery, and fishing, by elimi-
nating opportunities for waste, fraud,
abuse, maladministration, and unau-
thorized expenditures for administra-
tion and execution of those Acts, and
for other purposes, pursuant to House
Resolution 455, he reported the bill
back to the House with an amendment
adopted by the Committee of the
Whole.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the rule, the previous question is or-
dered.

Is a separate vote demanded on any
amendment to the committee amend-
ment in the nature of substitute adopt-
ed in the Committee of the Whole? If
not, the question is on the amendment.

The amendment was agreed to.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I
object to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Evi-
dently a quorum is not present.

The Sergeant at Arms will notify ab-
sent Members.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 423, nays 2,
not voting 9, as follows:

[Roll No. 105]

YEAS—423

Abercrombie
Ackerman
Aderholt
Allen
Andrews
Armey
Baca
Bachus
Baird
Baker
Baldacci
Baldwin
Ballenger
Barcia
Barr
Barrett (NE)
Barrett (WI)
Bartlett
Barton
Bass
Bateman
Becerra
Bentsen
Bereuter
Berkley
Berman
Berry
Biggert
Bilbray
Bilirakis
Bishop
Blagojevich
Bliley
Blumenauer
Blunt
Boehlert
Boehner
Bonilla
Bonior
Bono
Borski
Boswell
Boucher
Boyd
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Brown (FL)
Brown (OH)
Bryant
Burr
Burton
Buyer
Callahan
Calvert
Camp
Canady
Cannon
Capps
Capuano
Cardin
Carson
Castle
Chabot
Chambliss
Chenoweth-Hage
Clay
Clayton
Clyburn
Coble
Coburn
Collins
Combest
Condit
Conyers
Cooksey
Costello
Cox
Coyne
Cramer
Crowley
Cubin
Cummings
Cunningham
Danner
Davis (FL)
Davis (IL)
Davis (VA)
Deal
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
DeLay
DeMint
Deutsch
Diaz-Balart

Dickey
Dicks
Dingell
Dixon
Doggett
Dooley
Doolittle
Doyle
Dreier
Duncan
Dunn
Edwards
Ehlers
Ehrlich
Emerson
Engel
English
Eshoo
Etheridge
Evans
Everett
Ewing
Farr
Fattah
Filner
Fletcher
Foley
Forbes
Ford
Fossella
Fowler
Frank (MA)
Franks (NJ)
Frelinghuysen
Frost
Gallegly
Ganske
Gejdenson
Gekas
Gephardt
Gibbons
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gilman
Gonzalez
Goode
Goodlatte
Goodling
Gordon
Goss
Graham
Granger
Green (TX)
Green (WI)
Greenwood
Gutierrez
Gutknecht
Hall (OH)
Hall (TX)
Hansen
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Herger
Hill (IN)
Hill (MT)
Hilleary
Hilliard
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hobson
Hoeffel
Hoekstra
Holden
Holt
Hooley
Horn
Hostettler
Houghton
Hoyer
Hulshof
Hunter
Hutchinson
Hyde
Inslee
Isakson
Istook
Jackson-Lee

(TX)
Jefferson
Jenkins
John
Johnson (CT)
Johnson, E. B.

Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Jones (OH)
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kasich
Kelly
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick
Kind (WI)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kleczka
Klink
Knollenberg
Kolbe
Kucinich
Kuykendall
LaFalce
LaHood
Lampson
Lantos
Largent
Larson
Latham
LaTourette
Lazio
Leach
Lee
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Lofgren
Lowey
Lucas (KY)
Lucas (OK)
Luther
Maloney (CT)
Maloney (NY)
Manzullo
Markey
Martinez
Mascara
Matsui
McCarthy (MO)
McCarthy (NY)
McCollum
McCrery
McDermott
McGovern
McHugh
McInnis
McIntosh
McIntyre
McKeon
McKinney
McNulty
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Menendez
Metcalf
Mica
Millender-

McDonald
Miller (FL)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Minge
Mink
Moakley
Mollohan
Moore
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Morella
Murtha
Myrick
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Nethercutt
Ney
Northup
Norwood
Nussle
Oberstar
Obey
Olver
Ortiz
Ose
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Owens
Oxley
Packard
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor
Paul
Payne
Pease
Pelosi
Peterson (MN)
Peterson (PA)
Petri
Phelps
Pickering
Pickett
Pitts
Pombo
Pomeroy
Porter
Portman
Price (NC)
Pryce (OH)
Quinn
Radanovich
Rahall
Ramstad
Regula
Reyes
Reynolds
Riley
Rivers
Rodriguez
Roemer
Rogan
Rogers
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Rothman
Roukema
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Rush
Ryan (WI)
Ryun (KS)
Sabo

Salmon
Sanchez
Sanders
Sandlin
Sanford
Sawyer
Saxton
Scarborough
Schaffer
Schakowsky
Scott
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Shadegg
Shaw
Shays
Sherman
Sherwood
Shimkus
Shows
Shuster
Simpson
Sisisky
Skeen
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (MI)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Souder
Spence
Spratt
Stabenow
Stark
Stearns
Stenholm
Strickland
Stump
Stupak
Sununu
Sweeney
Talent
Tancredo

Tanner
Tauscher
Tauzin
Taylor (MS)
Taylor (NC)
Terry
Thomas
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thornberry
Thune
Thurman
Tiahrt
Tierney
Toomey
Towns
Traficant
Turner
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Upton
Velazquez
Visclosky
Vitter
Walden
Walsh
Wamp
Watkins
Watt (NC)
Watts (OK)
Waxman
Weiner
Weldon (FL)
Weldon (PA)
Weller
Wexler
Weygand
Whitfield
Wicker
Wilson
Wise
Wolf
Woolsey
Wu
Young (AK)

NAYS—2

Jackson (IL) Waters

NOT VOTING—9

Archer
Campbell
Clement

Cook
Crane
Rangel

Vento
Wynn
Young (FL)

b 1727

Messrs. ENGEL, NADLER and HALL
of Texas changed their vote from
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’

So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill, H.R. 3671.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THUNE). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Alaska?

There was no objection.

f

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION BIENNIAL RE-
PORT ON HAZARDOUS MATE-
RIALS TRANSPORTATION CAL-
ENDAR YEARS 1996–1997—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United

States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure:

To the Congress of the United States:
I herewith transmit the Department

of Transportation’s Biennial Report on
Hazardous Materials Transportation
for Calendar Years 1996–1997. The re-
port has been prepared in accordance
with the Federal hazardous materials
transportation law, 49 U.S.C. 5121(e).

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

f

b 1730

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THUNE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 1999, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. NORWOOD addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1776, AMERICAN HOME-
OWNERSHIP AND ECONOMIC OP-
PORTUNITY ACT OF 2000

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington, from
the Committee on Rules, submitted a
privileged report (Rept. No. 106–562) on
the resolution (H. Res. 460) providing
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 1776)
to expand homeownership in the
United States, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

f

PRESIDENTIAL DIRECTIVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
METCALF) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. METCALF. Mr. Speaker, most
Americans possess little knowledge of
or experience with the subject of presi-
dential directives. Indeed, even those

familiar with executive orders and
proclamations may not understand the
full impact of these directives on Fed-
eral, State, and local laws or on the
balance of power in this Nation.

By issuing executive orders, which
infringe on congressional authority, it
has become increasingly clear that the
President is skirting the constitutional
process and meddling in the legislative
affairs of Congress. The result is a sub-
tle erosion of our representative self-
government and the rule of law.

The President seeks to expand his au-
thority beyond what the Constitution
allows. He is using directives to seize
land, usurp State law, expand the Fed-
eral Government, and spend taxpayer
dollars without congressional author-
ization. This definition of executive
power would have astonished the fram-
ers of our constitution. Their structure
of government deliberately rejected
the British model, which gave the king
all executive authority.

A steady increase in controversy over
executive orders and presidential proc-
lamations has arisen since FDR’s first
administration. Judging by the com-
ments of the White House, we have
even more reason to be concerned. Mr.
Podesta, the President’s Chief of Staff,
has outlined the President’s plan to
issue a series of executive orders and
other directives that will become the
force and effect of law. Thus, if unchal-
lenged, the President has taken legisla-
tive power without first getting the
okay from Congress.

Congress should be outraged by the
President’s staff, as they look for ways
to bypass the legislative branch. We
have seen this before. When the Presi-
dent issued his Executive Order on
striker replacement, he attempted to
do what had been denied him by the
regular legislative process. In addition,
when the President issued his procla-
mation establishing a national monu-
ment in Utah, he again tried to do
what he had been unable to do in Con-
gress.

I am deeply concerned with executive
lawmaking, and if Congress does not
openly challenge the President, we are
surely surrendering our liberty. It
seems clear that the President plans on
using Executive Orders and other presi-
dential directives to implement his
agenda without the consent of Con-
gress. Executive lawmaking is a viola-
tion of the Constitution and the doc-
trine of separation of powers. As Arti-
cle I states, all legislative powers shall
be vested in the Congress.

In the legislative veto decision of
1983, the Supreme Court insisted that
congressional power be exercised in ac-
cord with a single finely wrought and
exhaustively considered procedure. The
Court said that the records of the
Philadelphia Convention and the State
ratification debates provide unmistak-
able expression of a determination that
the legislation by the national Con-
gress be a step-by-step deliberate and
deliberative process. If Congress is re-
quired to follow this rigorous process,
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how absurd it is to argue that a Presi-
dent can accomplish the same result by
unilaterally issuing executive orders or
presidential proclamations.

Mr. Speaker, we must not be lulled
into complacency. It is time to clarify
the scope of executive authority vested
in the Presidency by Article II of the
Constitution. The Supreme Court has
failed to address this issue and it is
time for Congress to invoke the power-
ful weapons at its command. Through
its ability to authorize programs and
appropriate funds, Congress can define
and limit presidential power. As Mem-
bers, we must participate in our funda-
mental duty of overseeing executive
policies, passing judgment on them,
and behaving as the legislative branch
should.

Eternal vigilance is still the price of
liberty, Mr. Speaker.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, on March
30 the President and I made a Social
Security policy announcement with
senior citizens in my district. As a re-
sult, I was unable to vote in favor of
the Emergency Supplemental Appro-
priations bill for fiscal year 2000. Had I
been present, I would have voted as fol-
lows:

Rollcall 91, the Stearns amendment,
no; on rollcall 92, the Paul amendment,
no; on rollcall 93, the Tancredo amend-
ment, no; on rollcall 94, on the Motion
to Recommit, yes; and on rollcall 95,
final passage, yes.

f

FLUSHING REMONSTRANCE REC-
OGNIZED AS FOUNDATION OF
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. CROWLEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize the significance of a docu-
ment that was fundamental in shaping
the United States as a land of liberties.
I am not speaking about the Declara-
tion of Independence, or the Constitu-
tion, for that matter. The document I
want to recognize is the Flushing Re-
monstrance, which was written nearly
120 years before the Declaration of
Independence.

For 300 years, the Flushing Remon-
strance, the first recorded defense of
religious freedom in the new world, was
locked away in a vault in Albany, New
York. The Remonstrance is believed by
historians to be the first Declaration of
Independence and a forerunner of the
first amendment.

As a result of the efforts of the
Queens Courier, an award-winning
community weekly newspaper, this his-
toric document was brought to Queens
for a viewing at the Flushing Library.
The initiative was spearheaded by
David Oats, a historian and special
projects editor for that newspaper.

Now that that public display at the
library is ending, I am working with

the Courier and community groups to
seek permanent custody of this docu-
ment in Queens County, particularly in
Flushing, New York.

The saga of the document began
more than 340 years ago when a group
of about 30 freeholders in Flushing held
a town meeting to discuss Governor
Peter Stuyvesant’s restrictions on the
Quakers because they were not mem-
bers of the Dutch Reform Church. The
Flushing Remonstrance lay the
groundwork of this early colony in
America, which is located in what is
now called Flushing, in my congres-
sional district of Queens, New York.

I have informed the State that the
best argument for moving the docu-
ment to Flushing is its very name, the
Flushing Remonstrance. It has lain
dormant for years in a vault in Albany.
I will continue to urge the State of
New York to permanently relocate the
Flushing Remonstrance in its rightful
place in Flushing, Queens, New York.

Mr. Speaker, Flushing, New York, in
all likelihood, is probably the most di-
verse place in the entire world. We
have more ethnic and racial and reli-
gious makeups than any corner of this
country certainly, and, therefore, I be-
lieve, anywhere in the world. It is ap-
propriate that the Flushing Remon-
strance find its way home to Flushing,
Queens.

We probably need it more now than
ever to remind people of the rich his-
tory of diversity and tolerance in
Queens County, particularly in Flush-
ing. It will be a perfect reminder for
not only future generations but for
generations here now, to remind them
of the rich history that lay in Flush-
ing, Queens, a rich history that I would
like to bring out more. I believe if this
document is relocated back in its
rightful place and home, we will go a
long way in accomplishing that.

Mr. Speaker, I commend the Queens
Courier and the Queens Public Library
for its campaign to bring the Flushing
Remonstrance to Queens permanently.

f

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS FINAN-
CIAL MANAGEMENT ACT OF 2000

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing the Library of Congress Financial Man-
agement Act of 2000, bipartisan legislation
which will authorize the Library to create a re-
volving fund which would allow a number of
the Library’s cost-recovery programs to oper-
ate more efficiently. This legislation, which the
Library has sought for a number of years,
would provide for more efficient and account-
able financial management of fee-based Li-
brary programs and would correct long-
standing deficiencies first identified by the
General Accounting Office in 1991 and high-
lighted in subsequent independent audits.

The legislation has bipartisan, bicameral
support. Our colleague Senator COCHRAN of
Mississippi, who serves with me as a member
of the Joint Committee of Congress on the Li-

brary, has introduced similar legislation in the
Senate (S. 2286). It is especially appropriate
for Congress to address these matters now, in
the year of the Library’s Bicentennial, as the
Library retools itself to meet the needs of Con-
gress and the American people in the new
century.

The bill authorizes a financial restructuring
of existing fee-based program operations. It
authorizes no new fees, other than for speci-
fied activities relating to audio-visual preserva-
tion services associated with the Library’s role
as a national conservation center.

The bill would increase the efficiency of the
Library’s cost-recovery programs by estab-
lishing a systematic relationship between pro-
gram costs and fees charged, setting program
operations on a more business-like foundation.
A 1996 Library of Congress management
audit report stated that ‘‘charging fees for
services works best when the appropriate fi-
nancial structures, such as revolving funds,
are in place.’’ The report also stated that a re-
volving fund mechanism allows managers to
better control their resources, monitor their
costs, and track performance, and most impor-
tantly, allow accumulation of reserves for slow
periods and the development of strategic
plans that address productivity objectives
across fiscal years.

This legislation will increase the account-
ability of the Library’s current self-sustaining
programs by: providing proper statutory au-
thority for retaining receipts, as GAO has often
suggested; limiting obligations to amounts ap-
proved in annual appropriations bills; requiring
annual independent audits of financial state-
ments following government auditing stand-
ards; requiring annual submission of the au-
dited financial statements to Congress; and
establishing separate accounts for each fund
service unit.

In the most recent audit report reviewing the
Library’s financial statements, the independent
auditor again noted the Library’s need for
proper Congressional authority to operate gift
revolving funds. This is now the sole remain-
ing vulnerability identified by the auditor’s ex-
amination of compliance with certain laws and
regulations.

The bill will also transfer to the revolving
fund certain cost-recovery programs currently
authorized under the Economy Act. The major
programs included are FedLink and Federal
Research Division [FRD]; the services the Li-
brary of Congress is able to provide the fed-
eral sector through these programs are invalu-
able, and the Library is uniquely able to pro-
vide them because of its collections and its
acquisitions expertise. The transfer of these
programs to a revolving fund will eliminate sig-
nificant costs currently incurred by annual
shut-down and start-up imposed under that
Act.

With the requested revolving fund authority,
federal libraries participating in FedLink could
save, in the aggregate, an estimated $1.37
million each year in increased efficiencies and
improved vendor discounts. The paperwork
burden of federal librarians, such as overly
complex inter-agency agreements and year-
end closeout, refund and re-registration chores
required by the Economy Act, could also be
significantly reduced. Revolving fund authority
would, simply put, save costs and place both
programs on a firmer business foundation.

The Financial Management Act also in-
cludes language to update the outdated 1902
law authorizing the sale of cataloging data to
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libraries across the nation, by allowing the use
of new technologies and enabling a more
businesslike cost-recovery mechanism. In ad-
dition, it includes administrative changes to the
Library of Congress Trust Fund Board to per-
mit more efficient operation of the Board’s de-
cision-making functions.

The Library’s Inspector General, in review-
ing this legislation, strongly believes it will
strengthen the internal controls and account-
ability of the Library’s business-type oper-
ations, as well as clarify the legislative author-
ity for the operation of these programs.

Mr. Speaker, a more detailed section-by-
section description of the legislation follows:
THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS FINANCIAL MAN-

AGEMENT ACT OF 2000 SECTION-BY-SECTION
ANALYSIS

SUMMARY

The Library of Congress Financial Manage-
ment Act of 2000 is intended to improve the
Library of Congress’s financial management
and administration and to maximize the use
of its resources. The bill encompasses three
changes in the Library’s authorizing legisla-
tion: (1) it establishes a revolving fund for
the operation of most cost-recovery services,
as recommended by the General Accounting
Office, and Economy Act (inter-agency) ac-
tivities; (2) it updates the 1902 authority pro-
vided in 2 U.S.C. 150 that allows the sale of
cataloging products and services to the na-
tion’s libraries; and (3) it makes needed
changes to enhance the continuity of the Li-
brary’s Trust Fund Board.

TITLE I. LIBRARY OF CONGRESS REVOLVING
FUND

The legislation establishes cost recovery
for the direct and indirect costs of informa-
tion products and services, through a Li-
brary of Congress Revolving Fund. This prac-
tice embodies the principles of 31 U.S.C. 9701:
‘‘It is the sense of Congress that each service
or thing of value provided by an agency . . .
to a person . . . is to be self-sustaining to the
extent possible.’’

The Library currently provides a variety of
these types of services through various self-
sustaining funds, the most notable of which,
the Photoduplication Service, has existed
since 1938. However, the General Accounting
Office (GAO) in its August 1991 report, First
Audit of the Library of Congress Discloses
Significant Problems (as well as subsequent
reviews), recommended the Library seek au-
thorization of a separate revolving fund to
handle these types of activities. This legisla-
tion enables the Librarian to implement that
recommendation.

A fundamental reason to establish a re-
volving fund is to provide for the systematic
disclosure of the relationship between pro-
gram income and costs for products and serv-
ices, thereby providing a firm basis for deci-
sions regarding services to be undertaken
and prices to be charged. Thus, the revolving
fund will improve accountability to the Con-
gress, as recommended by the GAO.
Section 101. Availability of fund service activi-

ties
This section authorizes the Librarian of

Congress to: (1) establish specific cost-recov-
ery activities as Revolving Fund service ac-
tivities; and (2) establish Revolving Fund
service units to carry out activities sup-
ported by the revolving fund’s cost-recovery
mechanism. These service units (an organi-
zational term already employed in the Li-
brary) may be partially or fully sustained
through the Revolving Fund established
under the Act.

The intent of this provision is to authorize,
but not require, fee service activities to op-
erate under the revolving fund on or after

the effective date of this Act. The Library
anticipates restructuring the financial oper-
ation of these activities as soon as is fea-
sible, but it is recognized that it may be nec-
essary to transfer some activities to the re-
volving fund in phases.
Section 102. Fund service activities authorized

This section lists the Fund service activi-
ties authorized by this act that may be con-
ducted by Fund service units. These activi-
ties are limited to the following seven: (1)
preparation of research reports, translations,
analytical studies, and related services, for
any entity of the Federal government or the
District of Columbia (but would not, for ex-
ample, cover such appropriated research ac-
tivities as those conducted for the Congress
by the Congressional Research Service); (2)
centralized acquisition of publications and
library materials in any format; informa-
tion, research, and library support services;
training in library and information services;
and related services for any entity of the
Federal government or the District of Co-
lumbia; (3) decimal classification develop-
ment; (4) gift shop and other activities in-
volving sale of items associated with Library
collections, exhibits, performances, or other
events; (5) location, copying, storage, preser-
vation and delivery services for library ma-
terials (not including domestic interlibrary
loans), and international interlibrary lend-
ing; (6) special events and programs, per-
formances, exhibits, workshops, and train-
ing; and (7) cooperative acquisitions of for-
eign publications and research materials and
related services on behalf of participating in-
stitutions.

For the most part, these activities describe
programs the Library conducts currently.
Some examples of these current activities
are: a bibliography of citations to scientific
literature on the earth’s cold regions, com-
piled for the National Science Foundation;
area studies handbooks prepared for the De-
partment of Defense; centralized and cost-ef-
fective procurement of commercial database
services for Federal agencies through
FedLink; sale of exhibition catalogs in the
gift shop, such as Rome Reborn: the Vatican
Library & Renaissance Culture, and African
American Odyssey: A Quest for Full Citizen-
ship; development of the Dewey Decimal
classification tables, and the Library’s Coop-
erative Acquisitions Program, which will be
folded into the newly created fund under this
legislation.

Charging fees under the authority set forth
in item (e) for retrieval and delivery of li-
brary materials will not infringe on basic li-
brary services, but will allow the Library to,
for example, continue to make its film col-
lections available for loan by permitting re-
covery and retention of costs of making a
loan copy of the film from a master copy.

The intent of section 102 is to authorize a
revolving fund mechanism for current fee-
based activities of the Library which now op-
erate under the Economy Act, or the Li-
brary’s extant gift fund authority, plus the
following activities not currently being done
or for which fees are not currently charged:
(1) charging fees for attending films and
other performances; (2) charging fees for bor-
rowing films; and (3) charging fees for serv-
ices relating to a national audio-visual con-
servation center (preservation, copying,
transporting and storage of films and other
audio-visual materials).
Section 103. Establishment of the Library of

Congress revolving fund
Section 103 establishes the Library of Con-

gress Revolving Fund in the U.S. Treasury as
a ‘‘no year’’ fund to carry out Fund service
activities; this means that money remains
available in the Fund until expended. This
section also sets forth the sources of the

Fund capital, and specifies amounts received
for Fund activities that are to be credited to
the Fund.

This section also establishes various oper-
ational controls and limitations on the fund,
including: (1) specification of the capital and
credits to be deposited into the fund; (2) lim-
iting obligations under the fund to limits set
under the legislative branch appropriations
act for any fiscal year; (3) requiring annual
audits of fund financial statements, to be
submitted to Congress; and (4) requiring sep-
arate fund service unit activity accounts.

The intent of sub. (b)(2), authorizing funds
from other Library appropriations accounts
to be temporarily transferred to the Fund, is
primarily for the purpose of initially capital-
izing activities previously conducted under
section 1535 of Title 31, U.S. Code [the Econ-
omy Act]. This subsection requires the fund
to reimburse such a ‘‘loan’’ within the period
for which the appropriation is available.
Subsection (b) also specifies other amounts
to be deposited into the fund.

Subsection (c) specifies amounts to be
added to the fund as credits to the service
unit accounts.

The intent of sub. (d) is to ensure that,
once the Librarian determines the appro-
priate grouping of activities into fund serv-
ice units, the reimbursable portion of each
service unit will be self-sufficient, operated
under a separate account within the revolv-
ing fund.

Subsection (e) is standard language apply-
ing to self-supporting programs, requiring
the agency to designate excess amounts in
the fund as miscellaneous receipts and de-
posit such funds in the Treasury.

Subsection (f) requires that a financial
statement be prepared annually, that the
statement be audited, and that the audit be
submitted to Congress on an annual basis.
Section 104. Operation of revolving fund activi-

ties

Section 104 establishes parameters for the
operation of the Revolving Fund activities
Subsection (a) authorizes the Librarian to
set fees to recover the costs of activities au-
thorized by sec. 102, and authorizes the Li-
brary to sell products and services resulting
from those activities. This section limits the
purchase prices to levels necessary to re-
cover the direct and indirect costs for each
fund service unit, over a reasonable period of
time.

Subsection (b) provides express authority
to require participants (including federal
participants) to provide advance payments,
where necessary to ensure that the fund is
sufficiently capitalized, and under other cir-
cumstances upon agreement with partici-
pants.

Subsection (c) permits fund activities to
engage in multi-year contracts. This lan-
guage parallels identical authority currently
afforded executive branch agencies and the
General Accounting Office under the Federal
Property and Administrative Services Act
[41 U.S.C. 253l and 254c].
Section 105. Repeal

Section 105 repeals the current authoriza-
tion for the Cooperative Acquisitions Pro-
gram revolving fund; that fund, and the cor-
responding activities associated with it, are
incorporated into the new Library of Con-
gress Revolving Fund created under Title I
of this bill.
Section 106. No effect on personnel

This section specifies that nothing in Title
I of this Act is intended to affect the terms
and conditions of employment of any em-
ployee of the Library of Congress who carries
out any Revolving Fund activity. The pur-
pose of this section is to avoid any unin-
tended consequences of restructuring current
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activities to operate under a new revolving
fund.
TITLE II—CATALOGING PRODUCTS AND SERVICES

In 1902, the Library of Congress was first
authorized by Congress to serve the Nation’s
libraries by producing and distributing cata-
log cards. These cards establish and describe
the author, title, and physical characteris-
tics of a book and contain subject headings
and a classification number to enable re-
searchers to locate books by author, title, or
topic.

Over the years, the Library of Congress has
expanded its catalog card service by pro-
ducing and distributing additional biblio-
graphic and technical products and services.
In addition to the print format, the Library
has utilized other formats to make cata-
loging data available, e.g., magnetic tapes
and CD–ROMs, and has recovered the distrib-
uting costs for providing these products.

As a result of this centralized cataloging
activity, the Nation’s academic and public
libraries save significantly on costs they
would incur if they had to create their own
cataloging records.

Title II modernizes the authority given in
the 1902 law under which the Library pro-
vides these bibliographic information serv-
ices and products; and makes funds available
until expended.
Section 201. Availability of cataloging products

and services
In addition to authorizing the Librarian of

Congress to sell cataloging products and
services, this section limits the prices
charged for such products and services to re-
covery of the distribution costs associated
with furnishing such products and services,
rather than the current ‘‘cost plus 10 per-
cent.’’ This section also provides that all
moneys received through the distribution of
such products and services shall be deposited
in the Treasury and credited to the Library
of Congress salaries and expenses appropria-
tion, to remain available until expended.
This mechanism will provide a more stable
financial base for cataloging distribution op-
erations.

For the purposes of this title, ‘‘cataloging
products and services’’ is defined to mean
those bibliographic products and services, in
any format now known or later developed,
that are used by libraries and library organi-
zations, including other Library-created
databases, and related technical publica-
tions.

The language ‘‘over a reasonable period of
time’’ is included to make the provision con-
sistent with the revolving fund language
under s. 101. This language will assist the
Cataloging Distribution Service in bridging
fiscal years if some distribution costs are in-
curred over more than one fiscal year, and
recognizes that the sale price of cataloging
products must be established on a business-
like basis, i.e. based on overall distribution
costs, measured by the estimated sales vol-
ume of cataloging products over the esti-
mated duration of sale of any given item.
Section 202. Repeal

This section repeals the obsolete 1902 law
authorizing the production and sale of cata-
loging cards and records, in light of the new
authority established under sec. 201.

TITLE III—TRUST FUND BOARD AMENDMENTS

Title III of the bill, amending the Library
of Congress Trust Fund Board Act, will en-
sure the Board’s continuity across members’
terms as well as the Congressional calendar.
The Library of Congress Trust Fund Board
was created by Congress in 1925 and charged
with the acceptance, deposit, and adminis-
tration of funds given or bequeathed to the
Board for the benefit of the Library. In 1992,
the Board was expanded from 5 to 13 mem-

bers. Three are ex-officio (The Librarian of
Congress, the Secretary of the Treasury; and
the Chairman of the Joint Committee on the
Library); the remaining members, who serve
five-year terms, consist of two appointed by
the President, and four each appointed by
the Speaker of the House of Representatives
and the Majority Leader of the Senate (both
in consultation with the respective minority
leaders).

Section 301. Addition of congressional board
member

Section 301 increases the size of the Board
by the addition of a new member—the Vice-
Chairman of the Joint Committee on the Li-
brary. The Committee’s Chairman has been
an ex-officio member of the Trust Fund
Board since the Board’s creation in 1925. Be-
cause the Chairmanship and Vice-Chairman-
ship of the Joint Committee on the Library
alternate each Congress between the Senate
and the House of Representatives, this provi-
sion is intended to enhance the continuity of
the Library’s Congressional overseers in the
activities of the Trust Fund Board.

Section 302. Temporary extension of board mem-
ber term

The bill authorizes the Board Chairman to
extend temporarily the term of an appoint-
ive board member whose period of appoint-
ment has expired. Such an extension could
not exceed two years, and would expire im-
mediately upon the appointment of a suc-
cessor. The Library is requesting this provi-
sion on behalf of the Trust Fund Board,
which approved the request by resolution on
September 24, 1998.

Vacancies on the Trust Fund Board have
occurred due to the expiration of the mem-
bers’ terms, resignations, deaths and for
other reasons. Due to the press of Executive
and Congressional business, these vacancies
often cannot be filled to ensure that the
Board consists of a sufficient number of
members necessary to conduct business and
carry out its fiduciary responsibilities. In re-
cent cases, this has meant, for example, that
funds given to the Board to benefit the Li-
brary have not been able to be accepted and
invested in a timely manner, at the expense
of valuable investment income to the Li-
brary.

Section 303. Trust fund board quorum

Section 303 amends the Trust Fund Board
Act to specify that seven members of the 14-
member Board constitute a quorum; current
law requires nine of 13 members to conduct
business. The Library is also requesting this
provision on behalf of the Trust Fund Board,
which approved the request by resolution on
September 24, 1998.

f

CONGRATULATIONS TO MICHIGAN
STATE UNIVERSITY SPARTANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today here in Washington, D.C. to dis-
play the championship, the national
championship T-shirt, of the MSU
Spartans.

Today, in my hometown of Lansing,
there has been a wonderful parade
going from the State capital out to
Michigan State University where thou-
sands of people have joined together to
recognize the team that we are so
proud of, young men not only who have
excelled on the court but off the court
as well.

I want to congratulate the Michigan
State Spartan basketball team on their
national championship victory in Mon-
day night’s NCAA title game. Led by
senior point guard Mateen Cleaves,
who showed the heart of a champion by
returning from an early second half
ankle injury, the Spartans capped a 32–
7 season by beating Florida 89–76. All
MSU alumni watched with pride, in-
cluding me, as the Spartans claimed
their rightful place as the national
champions.

Founded in 1855, Michigan State Uni-
versity has a rich history of providing
educational opportunities to
undergrads of diverse interests, abili-
ties, and backgrounds. The Spartans
now add another national basketball
title to their world class academic rep-
utation. The pride of East Lansing is
now the pride of the entire State of
Michigan and the entire country.

It is with great joy, Mr. Speaker, as
a graduate of MSU, that I take to the
floor today to say, Way to go, Spar-
tans. Congratulations to the players,
the coaches, the staff, and the parents
of this national championship team.

b 1745

World class academics are now joined
by a second national basketball title to
underscore the MSU is one of the coun-
try’s finest academic and athletic in-
stitutions. Let me just speak for a mo-
ment about the year.

This win is especially sweet given the
loss to Duke in last year’s Final Four.
In many ways, Monday night’s game
was representative of the entire season.
There were great expectations in Lan-
sing last November, as a senior-led ex-
perienced team prepared for the up-
coming campaign.

However, this great promise was fol-
lowed by adversity, as Mateen would
miss the first 13 games recovering from
a stress fracture in his right foot.

Instead of reeling from his absence,
the Spartans did what they do, they
learned how to win without Mateen
going 9 to 4 during that stretch and al-
lowing the sensational Mo Pete as we
like to call him, Morris Peterson to
further develop his all around game
while receiving steady efforts from sen-
ior forward A.J. Granger, junior guard
Charlie Bell and center Andre Hutson.
Led by the great coaching of Tom Izzo,
who is a native of the Upper Peninsula
of Michigan, and he has been coaching
on the staff at MSU for 17 years, the
Spartans overcame this obstacle with
talent and determined effort and en-
tered the grueling Big 10 conference
play with even more confidence in
their abilities.

They completed conference play as
co-champions and won the Big 10 con-
ference tournament in Chicago, earn-
ing the number one seed in the Mid-
west Region.

The lessons learned early on would
pay off down the road, for after easily
dispatching Valparaiso in the first
round, Michigan State played three
tough games in a row, starting with a
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comeback win from a half-time deficit
against Utah to reach the Sweet 16.

Next, before a friendly ground in Au-
burn Hills, Michigan, the Spartans
staged one of the most dramatic one
half turnarounds in recent tournament
memory, erasing a 14-point second-half
deficit in handing the Syracuse Or-
angemen a 75 to 58 loss. Then they
capped it, their run to the Final Four,
by again rallying late against Iowa
State defeating the Cyclones 75–64.

The Final Four presented its old and
new obstacles. To get to the finals,
they had to beat Wisconsin. They per-
severed against the defensive-oriented
style of the Badgers before facing the
young, fast and deep Florida Gators in
the final.

Mateen led the way in the first half
of the final game, helping the Spartans
to routinely shed the daunting Florida
full-court press while scoring 13 points.
However, when he went down with an
ankle injury, his teammates responded
again. The six-foot nine reserve for-
ward, Mike Chappell, knocked down a
key three-pointer and freshman Al
Anagoyne was a forceful inside pres-
ence.

Jason Richardson scored 9 points in
16 minutes, while Adam Ballinger
added key minutes. David Thomas and
Matt Ishiba also saw action and, im-
portantly, with Steve Cherry and Bran-
don Smith, rounded out a roster that
worked hard all year and pushed the
starters hard in practice. All in all, the
bench scored 16 points and grabbed 7
rebounds, an effort Coach Izzo termed
awesome.

Mr. Speaker, this is what college
sports is supposed to be about, student
athletes that we are proud of on the
field, as well as off the field. I see my
colleagues here today from Flint. We
have what we like to call the
Flintstones, awesome young men who
worked as a team whose dreams grow-
ing up were to win a national cham-
pionship after playing together on the
basketball courts and the recreation
centers in Flint. They took it all the
way. And we are very, very proud of
them. Go Spartans.

f

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. KIND) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I, too, want
to congratulate the terrific representa-
tive from Michigan (Ms. STABENOW)
and her Michigan State University
team for their wonderful win in the
NCAA double championship, along with
my other friend from Michigan (Mr.
KILDEE) who actually had three of the
players who were born and raised in
Flint, Michigan, a city in his district.

They are worthy champions, but the
gentlewoman is correct, they had to go
through my Wisconsin Badgers in the
Final Four in order to get there, and
that is the reason why I am rising here
tonight.

I want to rise to pay tribute to my
home State University, the University
of Wisconsin. The University of Wis-
consin athletic program has had an ex-
traordinary run of success over the
past years. A level of success that has
made all of Wisconsin residents very
proud.

On January 1, the Wisconsin football
team defeated Stanford University to
become the first Big 10 school to win
back to back Rose Bowl games.

Shortly after that victory, Wisconsin
running back Ron Dayne, who earlier
in the season became the NCAA all-
time career rushing yardage leader was
awarded the Heisman trophy, the high-
est award for a college football player.

The success of our football team was
followed by the Badger men’s hockey
team which won the Western Collegiate
Hockey Association League title this
year and was ranked as the number one
hockey team in the Nation throughout
most of the season. Unfortunately, the
hockey team fell one game short of
reaching the NCAA hockey Frozen
Four, nevertheless, our hockey team
continued its tradition of being one of
the elite hockey programs in the entire
country.

More recently, the Wisconsin men
and women’s basketball programs
reached unprecedented heights. Last
week the women’s basketball team was
crowned women’s national invitational
tournament champions, a team that in-
cluded a player which is the pride of
my hometown of LaCross, Kelly Pau-
lus.

On Saturday, the men’s basketball
team capped their Cinderella run
through the NCAA tournament with an
appearance in the Final Four eventu-
ally losing to the NCAA champs,
Michigan State University.

The men’s Final Four appearance
was the first by a Wisconsin team since
1941, a 59-year drought; and we are hop-
ing that will not be repeated soon.

The success of the Wisconsin athletic
programs reflects the values that all
Wisconsin residents hold dear. The Wis-
consin teams are not flashy, and they
are not loaded up with superstar re-
cruits from across the country. In-
stead, Wisconsin teams are successful
because they work hard, played as a
team and believed in themselves. The
Wisconsin players are almost all born
and raised in Wisconsin.

They were not the most heavily re-
cruited players. They chose instead to
attend their home State school because
they wanted a quality education along
with the experience of playing with the
Badgers.

By sticking to the Wisconsin values,
hard work, team work and a dedication
to getting an education, the young men
and women who played for the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin were winners before
they ever put on a Badger uniform.
This year, however, they took their
winning ways to the national stage and
showed the Nation that Wisconsin can
succeed at more than just making good
cheese.

I want to congratulate football coach
Barry Alverez, hockey coach, Jeff
Sauer; women’s basketball coach, Jane
Albright; and the men’s basketball
coach, Dick Bennett. They are all out-
standing role models for their athletes
and for all of Wisconsin students.

I want to congratulate the Wisconsin
marching band and the cheerleaders
and the Wisconsin fans, the Badger
pride followed our team from Pasadena
to Indianapolis and they helped spread
the word about the great people of Wis-
consin.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay
special tribute to the men and women
athletes at the University of Wis-
consin. The success that they achieved
on the court and the class with which
they conducted themselves off the
court, has made the great State of Wis-
consin very proud. They are what is
good with collegiate athletics today,
and they are wonderful role models for
the children who cheer for them and
who try to emulate them.

f

SHOOTING IN MOUNT MORRIS
TOWNSHIP, MICHIGAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. BARCIA) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about the tragic shooting
that occurred in Mount Morris Town-
ship, which is located in my congres-
sional district. When I first heard
about the shooting of Kayla Rolland,
like most of the Nation, I was shocked,
dismayed, and concerned about how
such a tragedy could occur.

Unfortunately, some people rushed to
judgment and called for more gun con-
trol laws, more swift punishment of the
child. However, I thought it best and
prudent that we look at all the facts
before commenting or jumping to con-
clusions on this very terrible tragedy.

For me, the real problem is that we
had a neglected little boy growing up
in a dysfunctional and dangerous envi-
ronment. The real solution is not more
gun control.

When the boy was 2 years old his fa-
ther, Dedric Owens was arrested and
for the next 4 years he moved in and
out of various detention facilities for
various crimes. So the man who should
have been a role model, who should
have taught him responsibility, who
should have taught him right from
wrong, was serving time for attempted
home invasion, cocaine possession, co-
caine possession with intent to dis-
tribute, and fleeing and eluding police.

While the father was serving these
sentences, the boy’s mother was ne-
glecting her parental responsibilities.
Children need positive role models to
build strong, moral character. With his
father in jail and his mother missing in
action, this 6-year-old boy did not have
a positive role model, and he did not
have a chance.

Since the boy’s mother was evicted
from her home, she dropped her son off
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at an uncle’s house. At this house the
boy did not have a bed. He slept on the
couch. He did not have toys, but he did
find a role model. In fact, he found two
role models, the uncle and the uncle’s
partner in crime, both of whom had
outstanding warrants and both of
whom were suspected drug dealers.

The house they lived in was a sus-
pected crack house with more than 40
sales per day conducted at all hours of
day and the night. Neighbors claimed
they heard gunshots at night; and po-
lice were building a case against the
owners, but had not yet made any ar-
rests. So we had a little boy living in a
crack house with no bed, no father, no
mother and two drug dealers as his role
models.

At school, the boy was displaying the
effects of his confused and tormented
childhood. He was suspended for fight-
ing, and in one instance even stabbed
another child in the neck with a pencil.
The school identified him as poten-
tially violent and scheduled him to see
a psychologist, but the appointment
was scheduled for one week too late.
Even though everyone knew this child
was in trouble, no one bothered to go
to his house, no one bothered to help
him.

That is the true failure here. It is not
guns or not enough restrictions on sec-
ond amendment rights. The true fail-
ure was this little boy falling through
the cracks of a system that let him
down. His role model stole guns or
maybe traded drugs for stolen guns, no
one is quite sure. But we are quite sure
that the boy was taught that violence,
not words, was the way to solve prob-
lems. One neighbor remembers the
uncle threatening to shoot up his house
while holding the little boy in his lap.

Sadly, many of the remedies that
people have pointed to would have done
nothing to change the outcome of this
tragic event.

This little boy with one parent in jail
and the other reported drug user was
living with two drug dealers who
threatened their neighbors and traded
in stolen guns, and in the meantime he
was watching the violence that is so
rampant on today’s television. All of
this was going on while he was in his
most impressionable formative years.
He had yet to learn right from wrong,
and no one cared to teach him. The re-
sult was almost predictable. So anyone
who claims that a trigger lock, a stor-
age law, or any law at all would have
prevented this tragedy is simply
wrong.

What would have prevented this trag-
edy? That is a good question. The only
thing that would have prevented this
tragic event is if this innocent child
had two loving parents. Only when vio-
lent repeat offenders are incarcerated
and away from our children will this
type of crime be prevented. The need
here is not for unenforceable mandates,
the need is for real solutions to vio-
lence. Let us work together to find
ways to strengthen families and help
parents teach their children right from
wrong.

Mr. Speaker, I call on all of my col-
leagues to focus on the real solutions
that will help restore and protect our
families and our communities.

f

NATIONAL CHAMPION MICHIGAN
STATE SPARTANS MEN’S BAS-
KETBALL TEAM

Mr. BARCIA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
join my colleagues from Michigan to pay trib-
ute to the National Champion Michigan State
Spartans Men’s Basketball team.

On Monday night, this group of fine young
men provided us with a display of sportsman-
ship, dedication, and perseverance that all of
us must admire. This group, affectionately
known as the ‘‘Flintstones’’ because of several
players who hail from the Flint area, overcame
many adversities, such as halftime deficits and
injuries throughout the tournament on their
way to the championship.

The heart and soul of the Michigan State
team is their senior leadership. At a time when
many college athletes make a quick jump to
the professional ranks, it is refreshing to see
this talented group of young men stay in
school, get their education, and use their God-
given talent and their experience to lead the
Spartans to the National Championship.

Often times people place too much empha-
sis on athletics, especially college athletics.
But this Michigan State team has taught us an
important lesson. We have learned that
through hard-work, dedication and loyalty you
can achieve your dreams. Young people often
look to sports figures to role model and the
young men of the Michigan State basketball
team are truly worthy of that admiration.

I would like to salute Head Coach Tom Izzo,
Seniors Mateen Cleaves, Maurice Peterson,
and A.J. Granger, Saginaw native Jason Rich-
ardson, and the entire Spartan team for an
outstanding season. You have made us proud,
not just as Spartan fans, but as Michiganders.
Congratulations.

f

PERMANENT NORMAL TRADING
RELATIONS WITH CHINA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BERRY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I want to
speak this evening in support of Per-
manent Normal Trading Relations with
China. I want to commend the Speaker
of the House for setting a date when we
will have the vote before Memorial
Day.

I want to commend the President for
the extraordinary effort that he is put-
ting into this. I want to commend Am-
bassador Barshefsky; Secretary of Ag-
riculture, Dan Glickman; and Sec-
retary of Commerce, Bill Daley for
their strong effort to help us pass Per-
manent Normal Trading Relations with
China.

b 1800

We must approve permanent normal
trading relations with China in May, or
our economy will suffer for years to
come. It will be a terrible mistake for
this country not to approve this agree-
ment. There are 1.3 billion people in

China, 20 percent of the world’s popu-
lation, one of the fastest growing
economies in the world. This is a good
deal for America. It cuts overall tariffs
from 24 to 9 percent by 2005, cuts over-
all agriculture tariffs from 31 to 17 per-
cent, it gives us five times more mar-
ket access for cotton, 20 times more
market access for rice, an unbelievable
potential for poultry, beef, pork, soy-
beans, wheat and nearly every other ag
product, and a huge potential for tech-
nology, banking, telecommunications,
insurance. We give up nothing in this
agreement, Mr. Speaker. This agree-
ment grants us access to their market.
It does not give them any additional
access to our markets.

China has had access to our markets
for the last 20 years. The Chinese want
a seat at the international trade nego-
tiating table. They must give access to
get that. If this agreement does not
happen, we will lose out and the rest of
the world will gain. Literally the rest
of the world will laugh all the way to
the bank. China is going to enter the
World Trade Organization whether we
pass this agreement or not. Our choice
is whether we want to have the same
access to a market of 1.3 billion people
as the rest of the world. The only
choice for us to make is to approve per-
manent normal trading relations with
China.

f

CONGRATULATING NCAA CHAM-
PION MICHIGAN STATE SPAR-
TANS
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

GARY MILLER of California). Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Spartans of
Michigan State University, which my
son Paul attended, on winning the Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association
basketball championship. The Spartans
defeated the Florida Gators 89–76 in the
championship game to capture the
NCAA championship. It was certainly
an exciting game that showcased some
of the best talent the NCAA has to
offer.

The Spartans are a great example of
what hard work, determination, and a
passionate desire to win can accom-
plish. The Spartans were led by seniors
Morris Peterson and Mateen Cleaves
and junior Charlie Bell, the Flintstones
as they are commonly known in Michi-
gan. All three grew up in my hometown
of Flint, Michigan. They have brought
a sense of spirit and optimism to our
community and our State. I could not
be prouder of these young men. They
played basketball together and against
each other at Berston Field House, a
recreational center in the heart of
downtown Flint. Over the years,
Berston Field House has provided
young men and women with not only a
great place to play sports but also a
safe alternative to the streets.

Peterson, Cleaves, and Bell have all
been guided by strong family values
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and principles. All are graduates of the
Flint public schools, where academics
are stressed before athletics. They all
possess a deep sense of spirituality that
is clearly rooted in faith and family.
And they never miss a chance to praise
and celebrate those roots. Their accom-
plishments shine bright in the eyes of
the people of Flint.

Morris Peterson was named Big 10
player of the year and joined Mateen
Cleaves as one of the 10 players se-
lected to the John Wooden All-Amer-
ican team. Charlie Bell earned a spot
on the third team All-Big-10 Con-
ference. All three, along with A.J.
Granger, made the All-NCAA tour-
nament team.

The Spartans finished their story-
book season with a record of 32–7, be-
coming Big 10 regular season cocham-
pions, Big 10 tournament champions,
and NCAA champions. Today, Mr.
Speaker, I salute Michigan State’s ac-
complishments and share the joy of
their victory with MSU students and
alumni and especially the people of
Flint.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

NATIONAL SLEEP AWARENESS
WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I,
too, would extend my congratulations
to all of the athletes that we have
heard talked about. In my own con-
gressional district, the Westinghouse
High School boys team went to the
finals, lost by three points. Unfortu-
nately, they did not win; but they
came close, and, of course, the Mar-
shall High School girls were city
champs. They did not win the cham-
pionship this year, but they have won
it so many times until they know that
they will be back next year.

Mr. Speaker, last week was National
Sleep Awareness Week. I rise today to
pay tribute to the work that the Na-
tional Sleep Foundation and other
health professionals are doing in this
arena. I think it is important that we
recognize the efforts of medical re-
searchers who have devoted their pro-
fessional careers to studying the im-
pact of fatigue and sleep disorders on
our Nation’s health, safety, and pro-

ductivity. We should also take time to
reevaluate our own personal health
habits and determine how we can im-
prove our own health in order to be
stronger and more effective citizens.

While physicians and patients now
pay attention to the adverse health im-
pacts of poor nutrition and inadequate
exercise, too few people pay attention
to the harm that can result from inad-
equate or disordered sleep. Sleep sci-
entists have linked such ailments as
high blood pressure, hypertension, de-
pression, and cardiovascular disease to
inadequate sleep. The National Insti-
tutes of Health estimate that 40 mil-
lion Americans suffer from chronic
sleep disorders, the vast majority of
which remain undiagnosed and un-
treated; and another 20 to 30 million
suffer intermittent sleep-related prob-
lems.

The survey conducted by the Na-
tional Sleep Foundation found that 58
million Americans report suffering ex-
cessive daytime sleepiness at levels
that interfere with their day-to-day ac-
tivities. Evidence tells us that Amer-
ica’s sleep debt is on the rise. Yet nu-
merous studies have concluded that the
general public and primary care physi-
cians lack the basic sleep knowledge to
address these problems. As a result, the
toll on human health, safety and pro-
ductivity is enormous.

This problem is more than simply
getting a good night’s rest. It encom-
passes medical problems, lack of edu-
cation, and the tools required to ad-
dress this public health concern.
Sleepiness, whether the result of un-
treated sleep disorders, volitional sleep
deprivation, or shift work has also been
identified as casual factors in a grow-
ing number of on-the-job injuries. This
corresponds directly in lost produc-
tivity, personal injuries, medical ex-
pense, property and environmental
damage due to sleep disorders and sleep
deprivation.

The cost of this problem is estimated
by the National Sleep Foundation to
exceed $100 billion each year. It is the
personal injuries that are the most
tragic part of this equation. However,
we hear numerous reports on television
and in the news about drivers who fall
asleep at the wheel and kill them-
selves, a family member, or an inno-
cent bystander.

As I alluded to earlier in my state-
ment, there are ongoing research ef-
forts into the impact of sleep depriva-
tion. I am privileged that the North-
western University Medical School in
my district; and one of my constitu-
ents, Dr. Phyllis Zee of Oak Park, Illi-
nois, has spent over a decade creating
innovative approaches to improved
sleep and daytime performance in older
adults and by conducting research on
the genetic basis for human sleep dis-
orders.

As with any type of important health
research, there is also need to provide
information to the members of the
community at greatest risk. Many mi-
norities, for example, do not receive

education on proper sleep habits or rec-
ognition of symptoms that could indi-
cate a chronic disorder. Through the
work of the National Sleep Founda-
tion, however, outreach to high-risk
groups is beginning to change. It is im-
portant that we in Congress support
these efforts and support strong public
education and prevention programs to
address this public health issue and
this public health crisis.

Mr. Speaker, I would hope that all
Americans would look seriously at
something as simple as getting enough
rest, getting enough sleep and the im-
pact that it can have on enhancing
rather than diminishing the quality of
life for all of us.

f

STRENGTHENING THE RURAL
ECONOMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Mrs.
CLAYTON) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, the
United States has enjoyed the longest
sustained period of economic growth in
the history of the Nation. We have
gone from record deficits to record sur-
pluses. 20 million new jobs have been
created in the last 8 years. We have the
highest homeownership rate ever, the
lowest unemployment in 30 years, and
the lowest poverty rate in 20 years.
Under current plans, we expect to
eliminate the Federal debt; and we are
looking forward to a surplus of more
than $3 trillion over the next 10 years.
Farmlands are being transformed into
subdivisions overnight.

Ordinarily that would be good, indi-
cating progress. But the trans-
formation of farmland into subdivi-
sions is but further evidence that small
ranchers and farmers are a dying breed.
At the turn of the last century, close to
half of the population in America lived
and worked on ranches and farms. With
the recent turn of the century, that
number has been reduced to only about
11⁄2 percent of the population. In 1900,
thousands and thousands of small
farms and ranches dotted the country-
side, growing tobacco, cotton, wheat,
soybeans and other products, raising
pigs, poultry, horses and cattle. Today,
by contrast, four companies are respon-
sible for 80 percent of the beef market.

Despite the rosy economic picture for
some, many in rural America are suf-
fering. Despite the economic boom,
many in rural America have not shared
in the bounty. In rural America, low-
tech factories have been driven out of
business by lower paying foreign com-
petitors. Small tobacco growers and
other farmers face extinction. The dig-
ital divide has left us with two Amer-
icas. According to a recent article in
the New York Times, large chunks of
rural America are being depopulated.
Small ranchers and farmers are being
impoverished, forcing them to sell out.

The Department of Agriculture re-
ports that wheat is at the lowest price
since 1986, cotton at its lowest since
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1974, and soybeans at its lowest since
1972. The Times article notes that in
one of the poorest rural counties, the
average income is less than $4,000,
while in Manhattan, New York, the av-
erage income is close to $70,000. In
rural North Carolina, where I come
from, last year alone in the State we
lost 32,000 manufacturing jobs because
of plant closings and layoffs, 43 percent
more than we lost in 1998. An old plant
closed and a new plant opened in Ashe
County. Only 200 of the 300 workers
were retained. The new plant laid off
workers because computers now do the
jobs that they did.

Yes, Mr. Speaker, in many parts of
America, the help-wanted ads are full,
unemployment rates are low, incomes
are high, wealth is being accumulated.
Not so in rural America. A $15 million
satellite site opened recently in North
Carolina to support the needs of a $350
million plant. Because of computers,
only three workers were hired to oper-
ate this satellite plant.

What can we do, Mr. Speaker? We can
emphasize education, preparing our
students, and training our workers to
compete in an increasingly high-tech
and global economy. We can provide in-
centives to business to locate in rural
America. We can improve our infra-
structure, provide better water and
sewer systems.

b 1815

We can begin to close the digital di-
vide and provide Internet access to
even those in remote, rural areas, and
we can improve our roads, helping to
get rural goods and services to cus-
tomers throughout the Nation and
throughout the world.

Most importantly, we can and we
must use organizations like our re-
cently organized rural caucus as a
place to discuss, a place to generate
new ideas. We can strengthen the econ-
omy in rural America and allow for all
of our citizens to share in our Nation’s
growth. We can close the income and
wealth gap in that it is growing be-
tween urban and rural America. We can
strengthen our economy, Mr. Speaker,
in rural America, and we must.

f

EDUCATION IS TOP PRIORITY FOR
AMERICANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GARY MILLER of California). Under the
Speaker’s announced policy of January
6, 1999, the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
RODRIGUEZ) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, we
are here today to talk about the tre-
mendous progress that we have made
in education over the past 7 years.
Even better, over the past 5 years, we
have seen some measurable results.
Fourth grade reading scores in high-
poverty schools are up. Eighth grade
math scores are up. The gender gap in
math and science scores are shrinking.
The number of advanced placement

tests, the AP tests with scores meeting
college requirements increased overall,
and more importantly, also for minori-
ties and women. More high school stu-
dents are taking tougher classes and
are including the AP classes which are
the advanced placement classes. More
women and Hispanics and minorities
are going to college than ever before.
These are all just over the last 5 years.

Mr. Speaker, this is all good news,
and the progress we have made has
been largely due to the Clinton admin-
istration and the efforts they have
made throughout the country with
good, sound solutions for our Nation’s
children. Knowing that 90 percent of
our school-age population attend pub-
lic schools, many of us here have
worked hard with the administration
to ensure that States and school dis-
tricts are working together to reform
their systems where they are. Along
with the reforms is the need to hold
our students accountable and make
sure that they are held to higher stand-
ards. Raising standards, which we have
been doing and talking about for much
of the past decade, means that all chil-
dren are reading well by the end of the
third grade, and making sure that our
eighth graders are on the college track
and are taking algebra and geometry.

This is really a reform that has been
working, and it is something that we
as Democrats feel very strongly about
and need to continue to make that
commitment.

At the heart of the Clinton adminis-
tration and the Democrats’ reform is
the focus on literacy. In 1996, we
worked with the administration to im-
plement the America Reads program,
which mobilized communities to work
together to fight illiteracy. This has
been effective, especially with our com-
munity colleges working with our local
school districts. In addition to the
America Reads program, we have made
sure that landmark legislation to sup-
port local and State efforts to improve
literacy through professional develop-
ment, as well as family literacy pro-
grams and tutoring. Let me add that
we have found also some startling re-
sults, that when we work with parents
on literacy, we also find that those
youngsters of those parents have a di-
rect impact in making sure that they
also stay in school, and a lot of them
choose not to drop out.

Reading scores in San Antonio have
improved over the last 5 years and it is
due to these investments that we have
made, both in the Federal and some of
the local level areas.

Clearly, ensuring that our children
are literate and that reading is a pri-
ority is not a new agenda item. The
presidential candidates would like to
think that it is new. Reading is not a
new agenda and claiming credit for
educational reform is unfounded.

During a press conference on March
28, Governor George Bush claimed
progress for reading scores in Texas. I
would like to read an excerpt from the
Department of Education press release

in response to this claim. That par-
ticular claim indicated that edu-
cational reform in the State of Texas
has happened largely as a solid founda-
tion that was set back in the 1980s by
Governor White, and also a particular
commission that he had developed by
Ross Perot. He was revolutionary at
the time and implemented reform
measures much like what we are advo-
cating today, in which we are advo-
cating smaller class sizes, which makes
sense; a significant increase in funding
for education; a focus on qualified
teachers and making sure that we do
have those qualified teachers.

Mr. Speaker, these are the measure-
ments we have been implementing in
the last 20 years, items that 20 years
ago that we have been contributing to
making progress as we move forward.

I would like to bring to the attention
of my colleagues a cartoon that was in
the Washington Post of April 1, 2000,
and the young man, as we have here,
and the older man who says, here is my
plan to boost child literacy, by spend-
ing another $5 billion, and then the re-
sponse is, how can you afford this and
your tax cut? The response: Hey, this is
my reading plan. Math comes later.

We are going to hear a great deal of
these kinds of talks. The bottom line is
we need to do the math now. The re-
ality is, and we know that for the last
2 years we have had a surplus. Our last
surplus was about $170 billion, and it
has estimated, and this is an esti-
mation only, that for the next decade,
we probably will have approximately
$170 billion to $200 billion for the next
10 years.

The bottom line is that if we have a
$2 trillion tax cut after we figure that
out, and we can do the math as this
young man here did the math, the re-
sult is that what revenues are we going
to have for Social Security? What reve-
nues are we going to have for Medi-
care? What revenues are we going to
have for education? The answer has to
be none if we go with this tax cut.

Mr. Speaker, I want to take this op-
portunity to talk about the fact that
the Republican opposition has basi-
cally proposed two major propositions,
and that is, one, vouchers, and the
other, block grants. We recognize that
in order to respond to these we have a
variety of issues that we need to deal
with, and the solutions are varied.

I want to take this opportunity, be-
cause I know we have with us some
Members that have joined with me this
evening, and I want to acknowledge the
fact that we have the gentlewoman
from California (Mrs. NAPOLITANO), and
since she is here with me, I want to ask
her, since she has done some great, tre-
mendous work, and I want to ask her
to comment. I thank the gentlewoman
from California for joining me this
evening, and I yield to her at this time.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, it
is really important for us to acknowl-
edge that this administration and the
congressional Democrats have been at
the forefront on educational reform
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and improving our public schools and
helping to ensure that our students
have the basic skills to succeed in this
upcoming global economy of ours.

Some of the points that I needed to
make sure that I brought out and hit
upon is that we have been trying for a
very lengthy time to keep Hispanic
children in schools. We have made that
a priority, to help Hispanic students
stay in school. The Hispanic education
action plan targeted more than $30 mil-
lion to help transform schools with
high dropout rates, especially districts
that have populations that are largely
migrant workers. I say to my col-
leagues, you do not understand, or if
you lived in my area you would have a
good feel of how important this par-
ticular issue is.

I have some schools that may have as
high as a 70 percent dropout rate from
high school of Hispanic children, and
that does not make for a good economy
anywhere in the United States.

Now, if we are able to help keep these
young people in school and be able to
provide any assistance, whether it is
tutoring or any of the kind of family
assistance that these children may
need to be able to succeed, then we are
helping, we are helping communities be
more viable and helping our economy,
because these young people will even-
tually become leaders in our areas.

We also have to help students finish
college. We proposed a new college
completion challenge grant to help re-
duce the college dropout rate with pre-
freshman summer programs, support
services and increased grant aid to stu-
dents. This is a $35 million initiative to
improve the chances of success for
nearly 18,000 students. That may be a
beginning, hopefully, because I know
that more than 18,000 students not only
are needy of being able to receive the
assistance, but also are deserving of
being able to get assistance from us.
We need to turn around our failing
schools.

There are 11 million low-income stu-
dents now benefiting from Title I aid to
the disadvantaged students, and all our
children are benefiting from this high-
er expectation and the challenging cur-
riculum that accompanies it, which is
geared to higher standards. Our 2000
budget provides an additional $134 mil-
lion, account bit fund, to help turn
around the worst performing schools
and hold them accountable for results.

Now, 30 percent of children served by
Title I are Hispanic. That tells us that
we are failing our young people. We are
not providing them with the tools to be
successful, and consequently, I think
that this Congress has done a great
service to be able to target and begin
focusing on those issues.

I can tell my colleagues just quickly
that the more we provide high-quality
teachers, and the more we provide
smaller class size, the better our stu-
dents are going to be. I can point to a
group of middle school students that
are going to be coming to New York to
perform at Carnegie hall. These are

middle school students out of one of
my schools, one of my district schools,
that have not only performed in the
Rose Parade in Pasadena, but are also
performing a full orchestratic ensem-
ble in New York City. It is because
they had a teacher who was of high
quality, who cared about these young
people and taught them that they can
achieve anything they set their mind
to. I am very proud of them, and I cer-
tainly want to share that with every-
body so that others may learn that our
youngsters, ages seven, eight, and nine,
can also reach those heights.

We have increased the funding for
Pell grants. We have increased edu-
cational funding for migrant families.
There are many of these important
things for the State that I represent
that are becoming viable for our peo-
ple, and I certainly want to congratu-
late my democratic colleagues and
those that helped us put these meas-
ures through.

Again, education is the key for our
young people to succeed, and I am glad
to be here to be part of the thrust to
achieve that for them.

I thank the gentleman for yielding to
me.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I
want to thank the gentlewoman for
those kind words. I know you stressed
the importance of some of the solu-
tions, and one of the things that the
gentlewoman mentioned is also in
terms of early childhood. I know how
critical that is. I know Head Start has
done some tremendous work, and that
early start is critical. Reaching out to
those 3 year olds and 4 year olds is real
important. The quicker we get those
youngsters into our educational sys-
tem, the quicker they will to be able to
compete and be able to get that head
start that they need.

We also have with us another Califor-
nian who I have the opportunity of
sharing a committee with, the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. I thank the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
SANCHEZ) for joining me tonight in
talking about education.

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for the time that he has
yielded to me.

I really am grateful that the gen-
tleman is talking tonight about the
state of education and I think there are
a lot of things, with the gentleman’s
background, that he could tell us about
in Texas, the Texas experience. In par-
ticular, we are looking at a presi-
dential election coming up, and the
gentleman’s governor, the governor of
the gentleman’s State, is on the Repub-
lican side. I know what the Repub-
licans have not done with respect to
education here in the House of Rep-
resentatives.
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So I am interested, because I have
heard so many things about what is
coming out of Texas. I think the gen-
tleman is a great person to talk about
that tonight.

There are certain things that we
know. We know that the type of child
that enters the school system, it is im-
portant that they are healthy. We
know that it is important that they
come to school and they are ready to
learn; i.e., they are not thinking about
being hungry; third, that when they
come to kindergarten, they do best
when they have already gone through a
preschool program or a Head Start pro-
gram.

I would be very interested to find out
from the gentleman what his feelings
are with respect to the readiness of
children who go in Texas under the
gentleman’s Governor.

For example, I know that in Cali-
fornia, one of the biggest things that
we did in the last couple of years was
to match the Federal funds in order to
put in an insurance program for health
for our children in California. Those
were children of working parents.

That is beginning to make a dif-
ference, because now we have children
who have access to health care, so they
are healthy when they are starting out
in the program.

Secondly, of course, we know a few
years ago the Republicans in this
House tried to eliminate the lunch pro-
gram that we have in the schools. I
just remember reading in the paper
about Governor George Bush, and how
he said that there were no hungry peo-
ple in the State of Texas, when in fact
his State is the number two State in
the Nation with children who go to bed
without food in their bellies.

So I am interested to find out what
has been going on in Texas, if the gen-
tleman can tell us.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to thank the gentlewoman
for her question.

In Texas, we were the last State to
go into the CHIPS programs, the insur-
ance program for youngsters. These are
individuals who are uninsured. I would
remind Americans that in America we
have both Medicare for our seniors, we
have Medicaid for our indigent, but one
of the things that we find is that we
have a large number of people working,
working Americans, who do not have
access to insurance. Texas has the larg-
est number of uninsured individuals.

The Clinton administration, one of
the things that they have done, as the
gentlewoman well knows, is that we
have pushed on assuring that these
youngsters were insured. Texas was the
last State to move into this program.
In addition to that, the funding they
provided only extended to 60 percent of
them, which means that only five to
six out of the 10 that actually qualify
will be able to get service, which is un-
fortunate.

The gentlewoman mentioned also in
terms of not only health but also in
terms of nutrition. Even those individ-
uals that qualify for food stamps, we
find that there is a study that out of 10
that qualify, less than four are actu-
ally receiving it because of the bureau-
cratic nature that is there. In fact,
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some of those particular complaints
came from the grocery industry in
Texas, and people say that there are
less people participating. It is because
they made it very bureaucratic in na-
ture.

I want to go back a little bit in terms
of education. The gentlewoman also
mentions the importance of early
childhood education and how impor-
tant it is to start. In Texas, we still
only fund half-day kindergarten, so we
still have a long way from that per-
spective.

We have made some strides, but it
has been a combination of years, and a
lot of credit has been given to Gov-
ernor White in the 1980s, and also to
the third-party candidate, Ross Perot,
who was on the committee that basi-
cally helped to revolutionize a lot of
the things that we have there. But we
still have a long way to go in making
sure that we provide sufficient re-
sources.

For our teachers, we rank almost
47th in terms of expenditures, salaries
for teachers, and in some of those cat-
egories. So we are really not pleased
with where we are at. I think we have
a long way to go. That is why I am real
pleased about some of the propositions
that we have.

One is construction. I know we have
been proposing on the House floor the
importance of making sure that we
have money for construction. Most of
our schools, if we look at the studies
that have been done, came close to 60
years old. In Texas, some are even
older. As the gentlewoman well knows,
I live in a home that is 70 years old.
That was prior to the microwave.

We recognize the importance of mak-
ing sure we have good wiring for the
new technology, and we need to make
sure that we get that burst of resources
that is needed.

Along with construction money, and
everyone has said this, when I did hear-
ings on school violence one of the
things they said was that we need
smaller classroom sizes, so there is an
importance to add qualified teachers
out there. The administration pushed
to put 100,000 new teachers out there,
and that is really important, as the
gentlewoman well knows; and qualified
teachers. So that is key.

Along with that comes the need to
make sure that we have the class-
rooms. A lot of Americans out there,
we need to recognize the fact that in
the 1950s and 1960s we had a boom, the
baby boomers. The generation then de-
cided that we needed to come up to the
plate and build new schools.

Now we have, as the gentlewoman
well knows, we have what we call the
baby echo, the kids of those baby
boomers, our children. So it becomes
real important that we also come up to
the plate and build those schools that
are needed, where the demographics
show that we do have a lot of young-
sters out there.

They are smart youngsters, individ-
uals who are doing extremely well.

They are a lot sharper than we ever
were at that age. But at the same time,
we need to make sure that they have
the opportunity to learn and have the
technology.

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I am
glad that my colleague brought up two
of the issues that are most important
and dearest to my heart.

The gentleman started by talking
about Head Start. As most people here
in the Congress know, I got my start in
1965 in the first year that Head Start
existed when I was a child in that pro-
gram. So I am proud to be the Head
Start child of Congress.

I get very worried because I see an
administration, the Clinton-Gore ad-
ministration, that has proposed $1 bil-
lion of more, more funding for Head
Start, getting our kids prepared so
that when they start at the starting
line of the competition, at kinder-
garten, they are all equal when they
get there, so they are not behind the
starting line.

The President and the Vice President
have proposed $1 billion worth of more
Head Start. In my county, in Orange
County, only about one-third of the
children who actually qualify for Head
Start are funded, so I am really look-
ing forward to that.

Then I take a look at Governor
Bush’s proposal on funding for edu-
cation, his Federal education proposal.
I see that he has no funds for Head
Start. I think, well, why is that? Then
I look at his tax cut plan and I know
why, because where he is cutting is es-
sentially that program which I think
made such an impact in my life and
which has made an impact on so many
children’s lives.

And then of course the whole issue of
school construction. As the gentleman
knows, since I have been here, I have
been carrying a bill on school construc-
tion, trying to get more schools built,
because in California we did for 2 or 3
years now, as our colleague who used
to be in the House in California, the
gentlewoman from California (Ms.
NAPOLITANO) noted, we did lower the
amount of kids per teacher in Cali-
fornia down to 20 to one in the first,
second, and third grade level in Cali-
fornia.

Everywhere I go, and I have visited
probably 130 schools in my district
alone, first grade teachers tell me that
the biggest difference they have seen is
the lower amount of kids. Kids in kin-
dergarten and first grade are reading
now at a third grade level in some of
my schools, and they attribute it to
being able to have a smaller amount of
kids and be able to teach them one on
one.

And then they add, you know, we
need more schools, school classes. We
need more places. We have parents who
come and volunteer, but we do not
have a class where they can come in
and work on the projects for the
school, for the children.

This whole issue of school construc-
tion becomes so important, not just

from a technology and modernization
standpoint but from a room perspec-
tive, a place to grow our children.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I am
glad the gentlewoman mentioned that,
because I think we all recognize that
the solutions to some of our problems
are not one answer but a variety of re-
sponses.

I think some of the responses need to
go even beyond the teacher. We have a
tendency also to blame the school for
everything. It was interesting to see
that one of the schools that was cited
in Florida by Jeff Bush, by the way, as
not doing very good, in fact doing very
poorly, was a school district that had a
large percentage of mobility. They had
a housing project where a lot of the
teachers that had those youngsters,
they only had them for a few weeks
sometimes and they would move on. So
that, in some cases, what we need is a
combination of programs that help out
the community.

I had mentioned earlier that pro-
grams that help adults become literate
are some of the best programs that
help younger kids, their kids, to stay
in school, so that it is a combination.

One of the things that I wanted to
share with the gentlewoman was that I
got a report by some of the school so-
cial workers in Texas that they were
having problems with youngsters stay-
ing in school, and part of the problems
that they identified were child care;
that in Texas we have a waiting list of
individuals, because the State has cho-
sen not to fully participate on child
care for individuals who are in need.
The importance of child care for fami-
lies as well as those individuals that
receive the care is great. Other factors
that are around the community have a
direct impact on our communities.

I know the gentlewoman mentioned
the fact that if we want a $2 trillion
tax cut, then that is what we are going
to get, but we are not going to get any-
thing for social security, we cannot get
anything for Medicare, and we cannot
get anything for education. In fact, it
presupposes that the economy will con-
tinue to have those surpluses of $170 to
$200 billion each year. So we need to be
frugal. We need to be responsible in
making sure that we meet those needs.

I know the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. SANCHEZ) agrees with me in
terms of also the importance of teacher
quality and how key that is. Especially
one of the things that I like to empha-
size is the importance of bilingual edu-
cation in our schools.

When I started school, I did not know
any English. I started, and the statis-
tics show that for someone who does
not know any English, that it requires
5 to 7 years for them to be able to pick
up a second language. In this case, my
second language was English, since I
knew Spanish.

So when I look in terms of my
grades, and I spent 2 years back then,
and it seemed like every Mexican-
American, every Mexican spent 2 years
in the first grade, and we had no bilin-
gual education. So I really did not
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know what was happening until almost
the fifth grade. It took me almost 6
years to kind of catch on to what was
going on; the importance of bilingual
teachers that are well-trained, well
educated. I was real pleased to see the
administration move on dual language
instruction.

Most people do not understand that
dual language instruction means it is
basically what we are doing now with
some of our gifted youngsters, it is
what we are doing now with some of
the people that go to private schools,
where we teach them not only one lan-
guage, but two.

We find that that is the best time to
learn a second language is prior to pu-
berty, because people do not realize
that the accent, if a person has an ac-
cent, usually it is a result of the fact
that they learn the second language
after puberty.

If we can begin to introduce in Amer-
ica the possibility, and I am real opti-
mistic that we can do dual language in-
struction, and we can teach English-
speaking youngsters, whether they are
English-speaking only, another lan-
guage, whether it be Spanish or Ger-
man or other, French.

Ms. SANCHEZ. Or any of the other 92
languages I have in Orange County,
where children come from a home that
speaks something other than English.

I am glad the gentleman brought
that up, because this whole idea of
what we do about another language is
very troubling for some people across
the United States, especially those who
have not been in a classroom recently
and have not seen what is going on.

I guess a lot of us do not have the
historical perspective of why bilingual
education became such an important
part to those communities that came
with a different language to school in
large numbers.

The California experience speaks for
itself. Earlier in the history of Cali-
fornia, before I got to school but not
that much before, if you spoke Spanish
and you got to the classroom, and you
had 18 kids who spoke English and you
had two who spoke Spanish, there was
no accommodation for them.

Therefore, if you were not at that
grade level, the first time maybe you
were held back, but the second time
you were probably diagnosed as men-
tally retarded. People were actually la-
beled that. Then they were put in a
class of mentally retarded people. So
that is the historical perspective of
how we began, and we fought for hav-
ing a second language like Spanish
used in the classroom to get our stu-
dents up to level and to get them
transitioned over to English.

I think a lot of times the American
public does not know historically what
happened with that situation, but
today there are so many people com-
ing, so many students coming with dif-
ferent language backgrounds that this
whole idea of immersion and learning
the two is actually a great concept,
and one that I have seen work over and
over in the classroom.

I will just end by saying that I look
at education, sitting on the Committee
on Education and the Workforce, quite
a bit back in my district in California,
which as Members know, is a bell-
wether State for supposedly what will
be the future of the United States.

b 1845
I am always interested to see what

happens between the States and where
a person’s perspective is coming from.
When we do the testing, for example, in
California of our students, we do those
also that have a hardship with the lan-
guage. Our tests tend to be lower be-
cause of that.

I have heard that, in Texas, while
Governor Bush has been touting such
great scores, that, in fact, it is because
they eliminate a lot of these children
and either classify them as special edu-
cation and keep them out of the actual
test scores that are reported.

I wanted to get a comment from the
gentleman from Texas on that since he
is, in particular, from an area, San An-
tonio, where I have heard that, in just
a year, there used to be 35 percent of
students in a particular school who
were special ed students, and, in the
next year, because of these tests, al-
most 62 percent of them were now spe-
cial ed and were kept out of this whole
series of how one tests the children.
Can the gentleman from Texas com-
ment to that?

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, let
me just comment a little bit. I think in
some cases in Texas I think we might
have gone overboard with the amount
of testing. In fact, there was a survey
that was done recently on, I think,
third graders that took about 22 tests,
different types of tests. There is a
great deal of emphasis on tests to the
point that a great number of our teach-
ers are very concerned that most of the
emphasis is basically teaching to the
tests, which brings up the issue of the
fact that we need to make sure that we
prepare our youngsters to be able to
think and be able to comprehend and
be able to learn without having to
teach to the test. Yes, there has been
some criticism in some of the schools
that that has been occurring and that
some of that has been happening.

But, again, some of the progress that
we have seen has been a result of, not
just what happened in the last 4 years.
It is like me, I came in 3 years ago. The
first month I came in, they balanced
the budget. It is kind of like saying I
came in in 30 days and took care of the
budget for you. My colleagues know
that that is not correct.

I would say that that has been an ef-
fort that has been going on. Part of the
credit belongs to Governor White in
the 1980s. Part of the credit belongs to
a lot of the people that have worked
hard down there. We still have a long
way to go. Part of the credit belongs to
Ross Perot and the committee that he
had in Texas and making some things
happen.

Joining us also tonight is the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. BROWN). I am

going to ask her to say a few words. I
know she is familiar with Jeb Bush
there in Florida, and I know she want-
ed to make some comments as it deals
with affirmative action policies that
impact on education and various other
comments.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. BROWN).

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I want to thank the gentleman from
Texas for really holding this special
order.

It is interesting that George Bush,
like his brother Jeb Bush in the State
of Florida, has promised to improve the
educational gap between minorities
and white students by trying to do
away with affirmative action. I was not
at all surprised to learn from my Texas
colleagues that under the governorship
of George W. Bush in 1996 and 1997,
Texas ranked 38 in the Nation for fi-
nancial aid given to needy students,
and that Governor Bush did not include
any additional Head Start funds in his
1999 Federal education proposal, de-
spite the fact that it is currently serv-
ing only two in five eligible children.

Today I want to talk about the Bush
brothers’ attack on affirmative action
and what has gone on in my State of
Florida. In Florida, Governor Jeb Bush
is attempting to ram an education plan
through the State of Florida called
‘‘One Florida.’’ In reality, this plan
should be called ‘‘Florida School for
the Elite.’’ This plan does away with
affirmative action in Florida’s univer-
sity admissions.

I am here today as a Member of Con-
gress because of a tool called the Vot-
ing Rights Act. It took Florida 127
years to send an African American to
Congress, and that was just 8 years
ago. So we really still have problems in
Florida.

Thurgood Marshall, who was the only
Supreme Court Justice, in my opinion,
African American, but he said a snake
is a snake. It does not matter whether
that snake is a black snake or a white
snake. If he bites you, the result is the
same.

Now, Governor Bush, Jeb, has tried
to mislead the people of Florida by
telling them that the Clinton adminis-
tration and the Department of Edu-
cation support his initiative. That is
not true. The policy of the Clinton ad-
ministration on affirmative action is
mend it; do not end it. Mend it; do not
end it.

Florida has never been a color-blind
or gender-neutral State. In fact, race is
a factor and is a factor that is very im-
portant. Recently upheld in the Su-
preme Court, a decision as recently as
in 1995, is the Adarand decision.

The law of the land still affirms that
affirmative action is lawful in the
United States of America. It is in the
Government’s interest to address this
limited minority participation in the
social and economic structure of this
country.

Now, I want my colleagues to know
that my governor had a special session

VerDate 20-MAR-2000 03:21 Apr 06, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00065 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K05AP7.159 pfrm02 PsN: H05PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1832 April 5, 2000
on how we are going to kill people in
Florida, how we are going to execute
them in Florida, but would not have
one on how are we going to save our
kids.

Florida ranks 47th with the number
of our graduates that attend higher
education, ranks 47th. But yet we want
to come up with a plan that would ex-
clude another group from attending
our universities.

The real sad thing about it is the
courses, he talks about the top 20, half
of the courses that they are talking
about are not even offered in the public
school system in Florida. Half of the
courses are not even offered.

So when we were discussing this mat-
ter, they say, do not worry about it, do
not worry about it. We will put these
classes on the Internet. What a joke.
Have they not heard of the digital di-
vide? The computers are not in the
community. They are not in the
schools.

I have been a representative in Flor-
ida for over 18 years, and I know what
happened as far as the funding of the
educational system. The schools that I
represent are the ones on the other side
of the track, on the other side of the
bridge, on the other side of the railroad
track. They are the ones that have not
been funded.

So we have this A Plus plan and the
F plan, and we are going to give money
to the A plus schools. Those are the
schools that have been given the
money all along. The D-F schools, as
opposed to try to improve those
schools, well, we are going to give
them a voucher. So what we are trying
to do in Florida is destroy public edu-
cation. Give them a piece of paper that
does not cover the costs.

In fact, 90 percent of the kids in Flor-
ida and in this country go to public
schools. So rather than addressing the
problem, what we are doing, we are
coming up with gimmicks and slogans.

People need to understand that it is
not who comes to your barbecue, it is
how they stand on the issues that is
important to you. This has really been
a wake-up call in Florida.

Our late governor, Lawton Chiles, as
recently as 1998, signed an agreement
with the Federal Government to im-
prove minority participation and fe-
male participation in higher education
in Florida. Not only recruitment, but
recruitment and retention because of
the historical problems that we have
experienced in Florida.

Let me give my colleagues another
statistic in Florida. In school districts
that are 40 percent black and 60 per-
cent white, 95 percent of the special
education students are black boys. Spe-
cial ed is not a way to go to college. We
need to work on that. As I said before,
Florida ranks 47th with the number of
our graduates that go on to college. We
in Florida need to be working to try to
improve that program.

I also said almost 50 percent of the
African Americans in Florida go to
schools that do not even offer the

courses that they are requiring. They
say, well, in the top 20 percent, what
we will do is we will admit you to a
school, a school; but we are not includ-
ing the schools like the University of
Florida, Florida State, or the Univer-
sity of Central Florida.

Do not sit here and tell me tonight
that the only students that should be
able to go to University of Florida are
our fine basketball players and football
players. No, we want kids in law school
and medical school. We want to have
others. There is a provision to exclude
basketball and football.

But I have to be concerned today as
I speak where we have one student
graduating at the University of Texas
and the University of California, one
African American in law. They have
the same number as the University of
Mississippi.

We are not going to let that happen
in Florida. I am committed that our
State will remain one of inclusion, that
we will consider all of our kids.

I can really thank the Bush boys, be-
cause this has really been a wake-up
call for us in Florida. We have been
kind of brain dead and not involved.
But that is over. We are going to be in-
volved in the education of our kids and
the future of all of our kids.

Lyndon Johnson says it is not
enough to open the gates of oppor-
tunity. All of our citizens must have
the ability to walk through those
gates. Let us remember what President
Clinton remarked in his latest visit to
Selma. He said, ‘‘We have come a long
way, but our journey is not over.’’ I
mean, because of all of the great things
that has gone on in this country, we
have to make sure that all of our kids,
black and white, get an opportunity to
cross the bridge.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I
know the gentlewoman from Florida
(Ms. BROWN) mentioned the issue in
terms of the number in Texas. It is ap-
palling to see that the law school at
the UT, which is supposed to be a little
more liberal than most, had accepted
500. Of those, I think they had about
four African Americans. Then only one
that actually went in.

So I would agree with the gentle-
woman from Florida that, if they out-
reach the way they do for athletics,
they could definitely outreach to get
some qualified African Americans to go
to law school in Texas.

I know that that is unfortunate that
those situations exist. I know when the
Hopwood case came up in Texas, we
were extremely disappointed that this
was not the law of the land. This was a
case in the district, and it was not one
that should have been.

But as soon as that came out, they
wanted to make sure they followed it
without recognizing that there were
still other cases out there that talked
about the importance of doing the
right thing.

In most cases, even after the cases
come about, we need to continue to ask
people throughout the country to do

the right thing. If one has 500 appli-
cants and one does not have a single
African American, there is a problem
there. There is a need for us to really
kind of look at that. We would ask
those institutions, they do not need a
law to tell them they have got a prob-
lem. They should be able to see it.

Ms. BROWN of Florida. That is cor-
rect, Mr. Speaker. I want to tell my
colleagues that one of the problems is
that these proposals is top down, not
bottom up.

I talked with the deans, for example,
from the school of nursing. What she
indicated to me was that all of their
applicants have over 3.0 average. But it
is important when they decide or de-
velop the class, there should be some
reflection as to the communities that
they are going to be going back work-
ing in.

There is a shortage of African Ameri-
cans and Hispanics in the allied health.
It is important that it includes it.

One cannot come here and talk about
affirmative action and not talk about
the history of this country. That is
part of the problem. We have had years
of slavery, years of Jim Crow, and 35
years of half hearted trying to do the
right thing or not even pretending to
do the right thing.

So now this is supposed to be some
magical day and that it is over and we
are not going to consider race. Race is
a factor, and we must consider the his-
torical fact.

The gentlewoman from Florida (Mrs.
MEEK), when she was in Florida, bright,
young lady, could not go to the institu-
tions in Florida. She had to go out of
State for education.

Many, many of my colleagues, that
was the situation. In certain programs,
one could not go to our flagships. One
could not go to the University of Flor-
ida. One could not go to Florida State.
Now, when we are just beginning to
make a difference, we are talking
about, well, we are going to do away
with all of these programs.

Let me tell my colleagues about
women, I mean, because that is an area
where, even though we have been able
to get women into various colleges, we
have not gotten into certain programs,
like engineering programs or the high-
paying technical programs.

So in that agreement that we signed
with the Federal Government, we indi-
cated that we would make sure that we
would recruit women, not only recruit
them, but have programs there for the
retention of women in higher edu-
cation, in various fields.

So we are not going to go back, as I
said, not in Florida. We are going to
move forward.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I
want to thank the gentlewoman from
Florida for her comments.

Mr. Speaker, I also have with us the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GONZALEZ)
who is also joining me from San Anto-
nio. He will be making some com-
ments.

The gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
BROWN), I know the comments she has
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made are serious. I know in Texas we
have a long way to go, and I want to
thank the gentlewoman for those com-
ments. I know she mentioned also a lit-
tle bit in terms of making sure that we
provide for our youngsters. As we enter
this new century, we have to make
sure that one of those cornerstones is
making sure that our classrooms are
well wired, that our classrooms are
well equipped to be able to handle the
new technology.

One of the things that, under this ad-
ministration, I was real pleased to see
that we have expanded, when Clinton
started, we had only 3 percent that
were connected to the Internet. That
has gone to 63 percent. It is still not
there. We still have a long way to go.

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
can my colleagues imagine Florida
saying, courses that one has to take,
they are going to put them on the
Internet? Even though they are wired,
they are not hooked up. My colleagues
can go to schools in my district, and
half of the schools we do not have com-
puters in the classrooms.

My colleagues go to another side of
the track, there is computers in all of
the classrooms. There are refrigerators
and air conditioners. No matter where
a kid attends school in this great coun-
try, we should have ‘‘A’’ schools all
over. We do not destroy our system by
doing away with the schools. We work
to bring all of the standards up.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I am
on the Committee on Armed Services,
and I really feel that part of our na-
tional defense is going to be directly
tied into the level of our education of
our people, just like economics.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from San Antonio, Texas (Mr. GON-
ZALEZ), and ask him to join us in the
comments.

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Texas very
much for this opportunity to join him
tonight along with other colleagues
that are discussing one of the most im-
portant issues facing our Nation, and
that is the adequacy of our education
system.

They say that a picture is worth 1,000
words; and that is what I have here
today. It is going to be a series of six
pictures that I have blown up. I think
as people view this, they will be able to
relate to it because this is an experi-
ence, this is a situation that basically
exists in everyone’s home district.

This first picture is a picture of one
of those buildings that are more often
called temporary but really are perma-
nent. My colleagues know what I am
talking about, those that went up
sometimes as long as 30 years ago.

Now, safety is going to be an obvious
consideration here. My colleagues can
see that it is on blocks. There is an
open area underneath there. The sign
on the wall says that all visitors stop
at the office.

But we know in today’s climate, and
if one wants one’s children in a safe en-
vironment, does one want the building

out there that is easily accessible to
anyone off of the streets? Of course
not. This is the problem that we have.

We will go to photo number 2. Now,
this is going to be a picture that is
kind of dear to my heart, and there is
going to be a special reason for it. Back
here, my colleagues see these tem-
porary buildings. They see the old ex-
isting building. This is Mark Twain
Middle School.

This school is located six blocks from
my home. Now, my brothers and sisters
went to that school. My father also
went to that school. My father will be
84 years old this May. He went to this
school more than 70 years ago. That is
going to be part of our problem. That is
the aging, deteriorating condition of
our schools.

In this school, the amazing thing is
that kids from these temporary build-
ings have to go into the main building
regardless of weather because that is
where the student bathroom is located.
They do not have any facilities even
near this particular building. I am very
familiar with that campus.

We will go to number 3 now.

b 1900

We all think of libraries as a place of
learning. Look at this library. The
paint is all peeling off the ceiling. We
can see it. It actually flakes and falls
off of the ceilings onto the teachers
and students on a weekly basis.

What is really startling here is that
we see about 10 computers. Those 10
computers serve 900 students at Mark
Twain Middle School in San Antonio,
Texas.

We will go to number 4. Thank God
for counselors; right? Now we can see
the counselors’ office. Three counselors
for 1,000 students; and this is where
they are counseled. I will tell my col-
leagues that I have been in that room,
and I am convinced that was once a
utility closet. They did not tell me
that, but I know they are utilizing
other closets for other purposes such as
offices.

We will go to picture number 5. Now,
do they need space? The good news was
that recently the school district
bought some additional chairs, and so
they brought these boxes in. They just
did not know where to put them while
they moved out the old furniture. They
do not have a square inch in that whole
facility to even store anything, so
these boxes of course were out there in
the middle of the hallway for some
time.

We will go to the last picture, num-
ber 6. One of my favorites. This is an-
other temporary building that some-
how became permanent. The majority
of these buildings now, where the stu-
dents are housed and taught, are really
in the temporary buildings. Everyone
that sees this can relate to it.

Now, we heard earlier on this floor
where we had Members of Congress ex-
tolling the virtues and the wonderful
performance of the Final Four in the
basketball championship. I guarantee

if those kids had started off in this
middle school, they would never have
honed or perfected their skills, their
athletic abilities, because they could
not.

If my colleagues can see, back over
here is the basketball goal, which is
now located 3 feet from the temporary
building. It is no longer a playground;
it is no longer a basketball court. But
that is what is happening in our
schools.

By way of background, in 1995, the
GAO conducted a study, and this is
what they discovered: forty percent of
America’s schools reported needing $36
billion to repair or replace building
features such as a roof or plumbing.
Something as basic as a roof or plumb-
ing.

Two-thirds of America’s schools re-
ported needing $11 billion over a 3-year
period for repairs and renovations deal-
ing with accessibility and health and
safety problems, such as the removal of
asbestos, lead in water or in the paint,
and materials in underground storage
tanks.

Fifty percent of America’s schools re-
ported unsatisfactory environmental
conditions, such as poor ventilation,
heating or lighting problems, or poor
physical security, which should be up-
permost in our minds.

One-third of America’s schools need-
ed extensive repair and building re-
placements at a cost of $65 billion.
These schools throughout the Nation
house 14 million students.

The demand for Internet in our
schools is at an all-time high. This
study showed, according to the Na-
tional Center for Education Statistics,
only 39 percent of classrooms in our
poorest schools have Internet access.
Not having Internet access today is
like not having a library.

My colleagues know what I am talk-
ing about. This is not what we wish for
our children or any child in this great
Nation of ours.

In addition, the National Center for
Education Statistics reported that in
1999 America’s schools were wearing
out. The average public school in
America is 42 years old, and school
buildings begin rapid deterioration
after 40 years. We are well aware of
that.

That is the problem that faces us. So
what do we do about it? Do we throw
our hands up and say, oh, we cannot do
anything about that; let us give in? Of
course not. Our goal, though, is not all
brick and mortar. Our goal is not to re-
pair, renovate, and rebuild these
schools solely to have a nice building.
That is not it. It is part and parcel of
a grand plan, and it is an essential
component in this grand plan.

What I am talking about is reducing
class size. Every parent that goes to a
school where they are going to enroll
their child, the first question they ask
is what is the size of the class. What is
the teacher-student ratio. That is the
first question anyone would ask. But
we do not even have the physical facil-
ity to accommodate smaller classes in
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most schools in my district, which is in
San Antonio.

What do we get out of reduced class
size? We have safe and orderly places
for learning, to begin with. We have
improved performance of students and
teachers. Every study reflects the
smaller the class, the better an edu-
cational experience for the child. There
is no doubt about that.

Now, I am not here to say that only
Democrats have these concerns, and I
am not here to say that only Demo-
crats have all the answers. That is not
true. We have most of the answers. And
a good example of a bipartisan bill was
the Rangel-Johnson Better Classroom
Act. And I am now just going to briefly
go over it.

This bipartisan bill would subsidize
$24.8 billion in zero interest school
modernization bonds. The Federal Gov-
ernment would provide tax credits for
the interest normally paid on these
bonds. Bonds that would have gone to
pay bond interest would be freed for
other educational needs. For each
$1,000 of school bonds, States or local
school districts would save as much as
$500 in payments. Yes, out of $1,000,
they could save $500 in interest service
payments.

So what was the Federal Govern-
ment’s role in this? What would be the
burden on the Federal Government?
What would happen to local control?
States and eligible school districts
would complete a review of construc-
tion and renovation needs. I repeat, the
school districts and the States would
conduct the studies. State plans would
include processes for allocating funds
to areas with the greatest needs. The
Federal Government would provide a
tax credit to the bond purchaser equal
to the interest that would otherwise be
paid on a school construction bond. No
new Federal bureaucracy would be cre-
ated.

So my colleagues might say, that
sounds like a great idea; what hap-
pened to it? It died in a Republican-
controlled committee. They are in the
majority, and they can do it if they
want to; and they did it in this bipar-
tisan bill. Not bipartisan enough as far
as the number of Republicans that
would come and join us in this wonder-
ful plan and proposal. But this is the
problem today.

I started off my remarks by saying
that a picture is worth a thousand
words. I also will end it by saying that
talk is cheap. Words are cheap. What
we want to see is action. What we want
to see are tangible results. So we may
have individuals out there that are
touting themselves as the education
governor of Texas, but if Texas is such
a great model, then I would ask all of
my fellow Members in this House, 434,
those that are not from Texas, I would
ask them to adopt Texas as the model;
strive for Texas’s great place in edu-
cation, if that is the great progress
that has been made in the past 5 years
under Governor Bush.

Talk is cheap. I ask Governor Bush
and I ask Members on the other side of

the aisle to join hands. Let us not give
up on an educational system that pro-
vides an education to 90 percent of the
children in this country, the public
school system. It needs improvement.
There is no doubt about that, and we
all agree. And we can do it if we work
together. But we cannot replace it by
simply saying we have a voucher pro-
gram or let us just privatize it. That
will not work.

Let us not lose faith in our public
schools. If we lose faith in our public
schools, we lose faith in the students.
We lose faith in our children. We lose
faith in our future.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I
want to thank the gentleman for those
great comments. I think he has
brought this to light in terms of one of
the issues. And I want to share with
the gentleman the fact that when we
did a hearing on violence, one of the
key things that they found was class-
room size and the importance of mak-
ing sure we had construction money to
rebuild our schools in this country.

I think it is going to be important to
make sure we upgrade our technology.
We want to make sure that the digital
divide does not occur and that cyber-
segregation does not happen. I think it
is important that every school have
that opportunity to be able to provide
for their youngsters what is needed.

The gentleman mentioned libraries. I
know libraries are having difficulty
buying books and also buying the new
technology.

b 1915
Those resources are key. And I want

to take this opportunity to thank my
colleague for joining me tonight as we
have talked about this particular issue
which is very key, and that is meeting
the needs of education in this country.

As we move forward, we know that
the solution is a variety of answers.
Both classroom sizes, making sure we
have new construction for our schools,
making sure we meet those demo-
graphic needs that are out there, mak-
ing sure that we have after-school pro-
grams, making sure that we reach out
to those 3- and 4-year-old youngsters
with Head Start and a variety of dif-
ferent types of programs, and also
making sure we have qualified teachers
that are out there providing that in-
struction that is needed.

That requires a commitment, and we
are here to let our colleagues know
that we are going to make that com-
mitment to make sure that we meet
the challenge of the 21st century.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank our col-
leagues for allowing us to have this op-
portunity to be here tonight and
dialoguing on the important issue of
education, which, as my colleague rec-
ognizes, is very important and very
key to all of us and one of the things
that we need to all be responsive.

f

GRANTING PERMANENT NORMAL
TRADE RELATIONS TO CHINA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GARY MILLER of California). Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. SMITH) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I rise tonight in support of
granting permanent normal trade rela-
tions to China, a vote that this House
will face possibly as soon as next
month.

I consider this to be the most impor-
tant vote that I will take as a Member
of Congress and am strongly in support
of it, not just for the economic advan-
tages that it will bring to the U.S., but
for the far more important reason of
national security and global security, a
peaceful world. I think both of these
issues are critically at stake in this
vote that we will take.

What permanent normal trade rela-
tions for China means is that the U.S.
has negotiated a trade agreement with
China. In exchange for giving them per-
manent normal trade relations, we will
get from them dramatic reductions in
tariffs across the board on goods and
services.

This is tied into China’s entry in the
WTO. But it is important to point out
that, regardless of what this body does
in permanent normal trade relations,
China will probably enter the WTO.
The rest of the world has as much to
say about that as we do.

What we can decide in this House is
whether or not we gain the benefits
from the permanent normal trade rela-
tions treaty that was negotiated with
China. In other words, will we begin
the economic advantages of reduced
tariffs on goods and service across the
board to China.

There was a lot of concern about the
trade deficit with China. What better
way to reduce that than to have a
trade agreement that lowers China’s
barriers to our goods but does nothing
to change the barriers to their goods
coming to our country. It helps level
the playing field and would be a tre-
mendous economic advantage for this
country. In agriculture, in my own re-
gion, in aerospace and software, name
it, we would have an advantage of gain-
ing access to the Chinese market and,
therefore, help improve our economy.

As I pointed out, this does not nec-
essarily mean China will come into the
WTO. The rest of the world will decide
that issue. But the economics are only
a tiny part of it.

What is far more important to me is
the national security implications, the
long-term implications that that has
for this country and the rest of the
world. We need to peacefully coexist
with China. I, for one, do not want an-
other Cold War.

I do not want a hostile relationship
with China. We must engage with them
to prevent that. I believe that we can.
We have followed a policy of engage-
ment and we must continue on that if
we are to have a peaceful world. An-
other Cold War could lead to trade
wars and can ultimately lead to mili-
tary wars and World War III. I do not
want that.
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China is a country of 1.2 billion peo-

ple. It is an emerging power. Whether
we are engaged with them or not, they
will be an emerging power. I want them
to be one that we can peacefully coex-
ist with, and trading with them is a
critical first start to that effort.

Now, opponents of China typically
start out their arguments by pointing
out all of the bad things about China,
and I will not disagree with any of
those. On human rights, on labor
rights, on protecting the environment,
on their relationship with Taiwan, on
basic Democratic freedoms, China has
a long way to go. They have a horrible
record across the board. And I will rise
with all of my colleagues and say that
as often as possible and urge China to
improve.

But it is not as simple as saying, if
China has done anything bad, there-
fore, we should not trade with them.
The question is, how are we going to
pull them forward? What course of ac-
tion is going to improve human rights,
is going to improve labor rights, is
going to improve how China treats Tai-
wan? Isolation?

We tried isolation with Cuba for 40
years. Cuba is a tiny nation not 90
miles off of our coast, and our efforts
at isolating them has not done one lit-
tle bit to improve any of their record
on democracy, human rights, or any-
thing.

Do we really believe that we can iso-
late China and pull them forward, a na-
tion of 1.2 billion people with its own
power source? If we cut off China, we
will be leaning towards a bipolar world
that will do nothing to improve human
rights.

That is why many human right orga-
nizations have said that engagement
with China and entry of China into the
WTO is critical to us having a better
relationship with them and critical to
improving human rights in China. We
must show them what a capitalist de-
mocracy can do. If we do, their people
will demand the basic freedoms that
the rest of us enjoy. To the cut them
off and to isolate them is to empower
the hardliners in China who want to
maintain the brutal dictatorship for-
ever. We must engage with them and
pull them forward.

Many also argue that because of Chi-
na’s attitude towards Taiwan we
should not give them access to the
WTO. Taiwan wants China in the WTO.
They are the ones most affected by
that. And they want it for a very log-
ical reason. In essence, they would be
trapped in a room with a bully with no-
body around. They want as much com-
pany as possible. They want the bright
light shined on China and their activi-
ties for their own protection.

We have many concerns in this area,
but giving China PNTR status is going
to do more to pull forward those con-
cerns than anything else.

I strongly urge our body to support
PNTR for China, not just because of
the economic advantages, but because
it is important to the future of the
world.

VICE PRESIDENT GORE’S ENERGY
POLICY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 1999, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. DOOLITTLE) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
majority leader.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, to-
night marks the third installment in a
series of special orders begun last sum-
mer that Members of the House have
held on the record and views of Vice
President AL GORE.

The Vice President is fond of attack-
ing the work of the majority in the
House. We conservatives believe it is
important that Americans understand
why AL GORE finds our record of cut-
ting taxes, balancing the budget, elimi-
nating wasteful spending, and restoring
common sense environmental policies
so contemptible.

We believe it is important that the
American people know what their Vice
President actually stands for. Today,
we will examine Vice President GORE’s
energy policy.

American motorists and hard-work-
ing truck drivers in rural and urban
areas, particularly those with lower in-
comes, are getting squeezed by soaring
gas prices.

Unfortunately, the Vice President is
not there to help. In fact, he is cheer-
ing the prices on. It would distress the
American people to learn that the Vice
President is pleased with this turn of
events. After all, he has long advocated
policies expressly intended to raise the
price and decrease the availability of
gasoline to the American people.

He thinks that we just plain use too
much of it, the only way to get us to
cut back is to raise the prices. Whether
it happens through conservation or
supply cutbacks, price controls, or tax
increases, the end result is what mat-
ters. And not only gasoline but all
sources of energy he thinks other peo-
ple should not use are targeted. The
Vice President has long advocated his
disturbing energy policy, summed up
as the less energy used the better.

Tonight we will highlight excerpts
from his apocalyptic book Earth in the
Balance and other statements the Vice
President has made in the past.

Parenthetically, I note this book is
being reissued. I am delighted to hear
that. I recommend its reading by every
informed American so that they will
clearly understand what they are get-
ting when they have AL GORE as the
Vice President.

Since taking office in 1993 with Presi-
dent Clinton, Vice President GORE was
essentially seated in environmental
policy for the administration. The ad-
ministration wasted little time in pur-
suing an agenda of strict controls on
energy. Indeed, it was not more than a
couple of months after taking office
that a Btu tax was first proposed in
1993 that would force people to feed big
government in direct proportion to the
amount of energy they consume.

While even the Democrat-dominated
Congress rejected that approach, a 4.3

cents per gallon surtax was success-
fully levied on gasoline. In fact, the
Vice President cast the deciding tie-
breaking vote in the upper body that
allowed this commuter-punishing tax
to be enacted. And it remains with us
until this day.

Vice President GORE advocated this
tax hike not so much to increase reve-
nues for the Federal Government but
really to help increase the price of gas
and help keep Americans out of their
cars. But the price of gasoline has in-
creased so much recently as to dwarf
those 4.3 cents per gallon.

It represents the best of all worlds
for Vice President GORE. He has the
higher gas prices, which he favors on
policy grounds, but he did not have to
pass such a massive tax increase in
order to accomplish it.

To those complaining of high gas
prices, Mr. GORE would say, too bad. It
is for your own good. Buck up, take
your own medicine. If you do not like
it, then invent a more efficient engine,
ride a bicycle, or take the bus.

Tonight we will talk about the for-
eign policy failure of this administra-
tion, which, by its own admission, was
‘‘asleep at the wheel’’ on this vital
international issue. We will discuss
how the administration deliberately in-
creased our dependence on OPEC and
other foreign sources of oil in the first
place.

The United States actually has the
potential to become much less depend-
ent on foreign powers for oil, but to do
so would conflict with the Vice Presi-
dent’s utopian new-age vision beau-
tifully laid out in this book Earth in
the Balance.

Not only oil but other prominent en-
ergy sources have been attacked by the
Clinton-Gore administration. The Vice
President has urged Americans to find
alternative energy sources as an an-
swer to our current woes. Well, those
have been tried before and they have
failed despite heavy Federal subsidies.

As my colleagues can see here in this
chart, this thin red line represents the
alternative energy sources, which is
just about one percent or so of the
total energy consumption in the
United States.

The Kyoto Emissions Treaty nego-
tiated by the Vice President would
have a devastating impact on Ameri-
can’s lives. The upper body wisely re-
fused to ratify it, but the Clinton-Gore
administration is trying to implement
it stealthily nonetheless. It would
make the present situation with gaso-
line prices pale in comparison.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. GEKAS).

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

The gentleman performs an excellent
service to his colleagues in holding this
special order this evening to continue
his quest for awareness by the Amer-
ican public of the lack of policy for
long-term self-sufficiency for the
United States and, worse than that, the
implementation of a short-sighted pol-
icy that can hurt the American citizen
in the short term and the long term.
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It was interesting to hear the gen-

tleman report that the energy policy, if
we want to call it that, on the part of
the administration calls for less con-
sumption, less utilitarian use of en-
ergy, less.

Everyone knows that the prosperity
we are enjoying now and the prosperity
which we want to enlarge depends on
innovative ways to use energy to pro-
pound the materiel by which we
produce and by which we span the
world in telecommunications, that we
need more energy and, therefore, more
consumption. And in order to do that,
we cannot gain our goals by shrinking
back on consumption, shrinking back
on energy sources. But, rather, we
must do exactly the reverse.

That is why I have introduced legis-
lation which I commend to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DOOLEY)
which calls for the establishment of a
blue ribbon commission, much like we
had with the Social Security problems
of 1977 and 1983, which came forth with
solutions that are still on the books
and which serve to save the Social Se-
curity system, but anyway, a blue rib-
bon commission to establish ways and
means by which the United States of
America can become self-sufficient at
energy within 10 years.

b 1930
Before everyone bursts into laughter

at the impossibility of bringing about
self-sufficiency within 10 years, I re-
mind everyone that everyone laughed
at President Kennedy when he felt that
within 10 years we should be, from his
time, on the Moon, and we were. I be-
lieve that we can develop a policy that
will lead us to the promised land of
self-sufficiency within 10 years. But
then in order to do that, we have to re-
verse this administration’s course, and
that is what the gentleman is saying
this evening, reverse it by allowing
fullest consideration of the oil reserves
in Alaska. That goes without saying.
That has to be fully explored. And if
the people of Alaska themselves are
eager to develop their own resources
for the benefit of our country, who are
we to say in Washington, D.C. that the
Alaskans do not know what they are
asking? They know what the value is of
their resources, with due consideration
for the environment, the wildlife and
all the other considerations. They
know best about that. Yet they are the
ones who are the primary forces behind
the idea of considering full exploration
of Alaskan oil.

Then we have our lower 48 resources
which have to be fully developed. This
commission that I envision would look
at the way that we failed in the past
with oil depletion allowances and with
excess profit taxes and with disincen-
tives rather than incentives for explo-
ration of oil and to consider all the
possibilities of how we can fully de-
velop that oil and natural gas and all
the other possibilities that abound in
our own Nation.

We can become self-sufficient. We
need more energy. We can do it. This

would have another bonanza, I believe,
with it. I think the gentleman will
agree, if we think it through together,
that if we embark on a program of self-
sufficiency within 10 years, in the short
term it will help us in another way.
OPEC will get a signal, all the other
oil-producing countries will get a sig-
nal that no longer are we going to be
satisfied to bow at the knees of the
OPEC countries and beg for more oil.
They will get the signal that we are in-
tent on becoming self-sufficient. What
will that do? That will make them
more temperate in the fluctuation of
oil production and prices that they
have been engaging in for all these
years and that will help us in the short
term and in the long term.

And then as we move gradually to-
wards this self-sufficiency, we will see
our prosperity expand to unknown lim-
its. I believe that even the alternative
forms of energy will find a proper
place, solar and wind and the geo-
thermal and other kinds of alternatives
that we can space out for our country’s
use over the next 10 years and then
thereafter be totally self-sufficient.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I could not agree
more with the gentleman. I remember
reading these figures. At the time of
the Gulf War, we were only 36 percent
dependent on foreign oil. Under the
Clinton-Gore administration, we have
now slipped over the line to the point
where now we are 56 percent dependent
on foreign oil, and the policies that
they are providing to this country will
make us even more dependent into the
future. I think you just have to ask
yourself, would a Teddy Roosevelt have
let this happen? Would a great Presi-
dent or a great administration have
put us at the mercy of these govern-
ments that control most of the world’s
oil supply? I think the answer is clear-
ly no.

Mr. GEKAS. I will conclude by
thanking the gentleman for the time
that he has allotted me and to end by
saying I as an American citizen am to-
tally embarrassed and humiliated at
the thought of having to beg the OPEC
countries to produce more, to send us
more, to sell us more of their energy
product. It is humiliating. I think our
whole Nation is humiliated by what
has occurred. We have got to reverse
this impact and become self-sufficient
so that the OPEC countries eventually
will come to beg us to sell us more oil,
to beg us to buy more oil.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I thank the gen-
tleman for his comments and partici-
pation this evening.

I ran across an interesting quote
here. This is by our President, very re-
cently as a matter of fact, March 7,
speaking at the White House.

‘‘Americans should not want them,’’
referring to oil prices, ‘‘to drop to $12
or $10 a barrel again, because that
takes our mind off our business, which
should be alternative fuels, energy con-
servation, reducing the impact of all
this on global warming.’’

We talked about alternative fuels. It
would be great if we could increase the

size of this. But despite heavy Federal
subsidies, we have not made much
progress.

Let me now observe that in his book
I referred to, Earth in the Balance, the
Vice President referred back to that
book just about a year ago and is
quoted in Time magazine on pages 65
through 67, April 26, 1999. If there were
ever a doubt that maybe his views have
changed somewhat in light of events
that have transpired, that maybe he
has reconsidered certain outlandish
statements made in the book, well, it
is apparent that that is not the case,
because this is what he said:

‘‘There’s not a statement in that
book that I don’t endorse. The evidence
has firmed up the positions I sketched
there.’’

I think there is some pretty inter-
esting material in that book. Let me
talk a little bit about the failure of the
foreign policy of the Clinton-Gore ad-
ministration, because indeed they have
deliberately made us more beholden to
the foreign oil-producing nations, par-
ticularly OPEC. As the Energy Sec-
retary recently admitted, the adminis-
tration was, quote-unquote, ‘‘caught
napping’’ regarding the current crisis
at the gas pump. OPEC should not have
the unilateral power to dictate the
price of gasoline that American motor-
ists pay at the pump; but unfortu-
nately this is exactly what is hap-
pening.

This really is a national security
issue. We have put ourselves at the
mercy of many regimes hostile to the
United States. The weak, vacillating
foreign policy of the Clinton adminis-
tration has a great deal to do with this
as we continue to tolerate the excesses
of Saddam Hussein. In case of hos-
tilities with any one of these oil-pro-
ducing nations, we could have our oil
supplies cut drastically with little re-
course. The Clinton-Gore administra-
tion response was to beg OPEC to in-
crease production, and so we went hat
in hand asking them, please increase
production. We need an administration
that will strongly advocate U.S. inter-
ests and will produce policies that will
take care of the national security of all
Americans.

Let me just comment on this energy
policy. Here are a few facts that have
been assembled, alarming oil and gas
facts. Since 1992, U.S. oil production is
down 17 percent. Yet consumption is up
14 percent. In just 1 year under the
Clinton-Gore administration, oil im-
ports increased over 7 percent. As I
mentioned, imports are now at 56 per-
cent and growing rapidly. The Depart-
ment of Energy predicts 65 percent for-
eign oil dependence by the year 2020.
Indeed some project it will be higher
than that. Sixty-five percent importing
probably the most fundamental com-
modity to the interests of this Nation.

At current prices, the United States
spends $300 million per day on imported
oil, over $100 billion per year on foreign
oil, one-third of the total trade deficit.
Iraq is the fastest growing source of
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U.S. oil imports. In 1990 we had 405,000
jobs in exploring and producing oil and
gas. In 1999, that number of 405,000 had
dwindled to 293,000, a 27 percent de-
cline. In 1990 we had 657 working U.S.
oil rigs. In the year 2000, 10 years later,
we had 153 working oil rigs. Our fuel
storage has shrunk.

New York lost 20 percent of heating
oil storage because of governmental
mandates contributing to shortages
and price hikes. This year’s Depart-
ment of Energy budget has $1.2 billion
for climate change activities but only
$92 million for oil and gas research and
development. It is clear that the prior-
ities of this administration are not on
decreasing dependence on foreign oil,
for indeed just the opposite has hap-
pened during the nearly 8 years now of
this administration. The administra-
tion indeed is quite adamant about
blocking our attempts to gain energy
self-sufficiency. I will just read this
quote from the Vice President. He said
in October of 1995, ‘‘If they,’’ meaning
the Republican majority, ‘‘satisfy us
on 100 percent of everything else we
ask for and they open ANWR in Alaska
to drilling, President Clinton will veto
the whole thing.’’

Mr. GORE is an absolutist in opposi-
tion to drilling for new sources of
American oil. During his tenure in of-
fice, as I mentioned, our demand has
grown by 14 percent while our domestic
oil production declined by 17 percent.
Yet Mr. GORE supports government
policies that take many areas of the
United States with the greatest oil po-
tential off the table. ANWR, the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge, is a 11⁄2 mil-
lion-acre arctic coastal plain in Alas-
ka. In 1998, the U.S. Geological Survey
estimated that up to 16 billion barrels
lie underneath the soil in ANWR,
enough to replace our oil imports from
Saudi Arabia for 30 years. These re-
serves can be tapped into with essen-
tially no environmental damage. The
development area where the drilling
would occur would be less than 1 per-
cent of the whole Arctic National Wild-
life Refuge, leaving almost no impact
on the environment.

Just to note, at the existing Prudhoe
Bay site, the North Slope, which cur-
rently provides an enormous amount of
oil to the domestic market, wildlife
has thrived despite the outrageous and
extreme claims of so-called self-styled
environmentalists, people with whom
apparently the Vice President identi-
fies, that we would do grave harm to
the wildlife there. I have been there
personally to see it. You would be very
impressed with what is going on at
Prudhoe Bay and the pipeline. Very,
very impressive operation. It has not
damaged the environment. If anything,
it is looked upon as an asset, and the
wildlife has flourished with the facili-
ties that have been placed there.

The people of Alaska overwhelmingly
support drilling in ANWR, but the Vice
President does not; and as we can see
made clear that he would recommend a
veto and indeed that is exactly what

happened. It was vetoed by the admin-
istration. The cost of oil and gas explo-
ration in the U.S. is so expensive
through our tax and environmental
policies that our own companies would
rather search for oil among armed ter-
rorists in Colombia than here. Pushing
industry outside the United States
does not help the environment because
what they do will occur in places where
it is not as strictly regulated as in this
country. Nevertheless, the production
will occur.

Transferring businesses to nations
that lack our stringent production
standards invites mishaps. Requiring
that more oil be shipped overseas in-
creases the risk of tanker accidents. By
importing oil, we also are exporting
our wealth and jobs overseas. As I ob-
served, the domestic energy industry
has lost 112,000 jobs during this admin-
istration.

Let us talk about Kyoto. The Vice
President wrote in his book, Earth in
the Balance, something I think we
should focus on for a minute.

b 1945

‘‘Minor shifts in policy, marginal ad-
justments in ongoing programs, mod-
erate improvements in laws and regula-
tions, rhetoric offered in lieu of gen-
uine change; these are all forms of ap-
peasement, designed to satisfy the
public’s desire to believe that sacrifice,
struggle, and a wrenching trans-
formation of society will not be nec-
essary.’’

Focus on that for a minute. What he
is really saying is, in his view, a
wrenching transformation of society
will be necessary, and that we are fools
to think that it will not be. A wrench-
ing transformation of society. Let us
see. Could that mean something on the
scale of the forcing out of the rural
areas into the cities, the peasants in
Russia, the so-called collectivization
that resulted in the deaths of so many
millions. That was a wrenching trans-
formation of society. Or could the pe-
riod under Mao in China when so many
millions were tortured and murdered
there, would that be a wrenching trans-
formation of society? That is what I
think of when those terms are used. I
really think we ought to ponder this
belief of the Vice President.

Now, Kyoto, speaking of a wrenching
transformation of society, because I be-
lieve this is on that magnitude. The
disastrous Kyoto protocol was nego-
tiated by the Clinton-Gore administra-
tion in 1997, and it would force just in-
deed such a wrenching transformation
that the Vice President envisions in
Earth in the Balance, his book written
personally, he has reaffirmed by him.
And he agrees even more now, or as
much now, feels that the arguments
have been strengthened in the inter-
vening years since he first wrote it.

The Kyoto protocol requires the
United States by the year 2012 to re-
duce emissions to the levels they were
at in the 1980s. The economic recession
of the late 1970s caused the United

States to cut emissions by 2 percent.
Complying with Kyoto would require 3
times the cutbacks experienced during
those economic downturns. Those were
not good times. We all remember them
well, those of us who are old enough to
remember. They were very trying
times for the United States. It is in-
deed tragic and frankly, amazing, that
someone who has risen to the office of
Vice President would propose these
sorts of Draconian alterations in our
policy.

Happily, the upper body in the Con-
gress voted unanimously to urge the
President and the Vice President not
to sign the U.S. on to any global warm-
ing treaty if it exempted developing
countries or injured the American
economy. Nevertheless, the resolution
of the upper body was ignored and the
treaty was negotiated and signed. This
treaty basically allowed 132 out of the
168 countries attending the conference
to opt out of the treaty on the grounds
that they are still developing coun-
tries. Among these countries are some
of the world’s biggest polluters, includ-
ing China, India, Brazil, and Mexico.
So, out of the 168 countries that get to
opt out, only 36, including the United
States, are precluded by the provisions
of the treaty from opting out.

Perhaps the Draconian sacrifices in
our standard of living required by
Kyoto would qualify us as a developing
country. Taken together, developing
countries will emit a majority of the
world’s greenhouse gas emissions by
2015. Yet, under Mr. GORE’s treaty,
none of those countries would have any
obligation to reduce emissions or to
obey the rules that govern the United
States under the treaty. With so few
countries actually agreeing to this pro-
tocol, it is highly doubtful that global
warming will be reduced.

Happily, the upper body has refused
to vote on and ratify the Kyoto treaty.
But that has not stopped the Clinton-
Gore administration from attempting
to end-run the Constitution in imple-
menting it anyway. This administra-
tion’s 1999 budget included $6.3 billion,
an increase to the EPA to draft strict
new rules that would unilaterally
enact portions of the Kyoto protocol.
The cost to U.S. business workers and
consumers of complying with the Vice
President’s Kyoto treaty could be stag-
gering. In real terms, AL GORE com-
mitted Americans to reduce our fossil
fuel emissions by 41 percent, compared
to projections of what we need to main-
tain our economic growth.

Now, just focus on this for a minute.
A 41 percent reduction in fossil fuel
emissions would result in huge job
losses. Up to 1.5 million workers would
lose their jobs in energy intensity man-
ufacturing industries like petroleum,
refining, pulp and paper making, ce-
ment, steel, chemicals and aluminum,
as these jobs move to developing na-
tions not bound by the Kyoto restric-
tions.

What kind of a policy could that pos-
sibly be, to take these high-paying jobs
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and send them to some developing Na-
tion and out of the United States to be
replaced, no doubt, by more service
sector, lower-paying jobs.

Secondly, a 41 percent reduction in
fossil fuel emissions would result in a
huge increase in the cost of living.
American families would pay 25 cents
per gallon more due to this alone, this
treaty, and $2,000 more annually, for
necessary consumer goods, which will
experience the trickle-down effect of
having the fuel costs raised, and since
all of these goods are moved in one way
or another and the fuel is used, the av-
erage increase for Americans could be
$2,000 a year.

Thirdly, due to this 41 percent reduc-
tion brought about by the Kyoto trea-
ty, reduction in the fossil fuel emis-
sions, it would greatly diminish U.S.
trade competitiveness. Now, we con-
stantly hear out of this administration
how they are concerned about trade
and they want to increase competitive-
ness. Well, Kyoto really sets us back.
Since 132 countries are not subject to
the treaty, the Kyoto treaty will make
it much harder for U.S. businesses to
compete internationally.

Now, let us get to this: what would it
really take? Suppose somehow this
were to become law, which the Vice
President really wants it to become
law and has done everything he could
to try and bring that about. Well, it
would require huge reductions in total
U.S. consumption of fossil fuels: coal,
oil, and natural gas. The only practical
way to force these cuts would be
through steep price increases. That is
really what it is all about. That is why
the Vice President is happy that the
gas prices have gone up. It is long over-
due. Economists, friends of the admin-
istration, we can read their quotes in
the current news magazines, saying
how our gasoline prices were way too
low and this is a good thing to have
them up there, that these economists,
some of them, who obviously are very
sympathetic to the unfriendly policies
of the Clinton-Gore administration,
they also decry the rise in SUVs.
Americans love their sports utility ve-
hicles. Well, this administration is not
at all happy about that, and their
friends are not at all happy about that,
and they would like to see the price of
gas rise so much that one cannot afford
to drive those vehicles which they
think are bad for the country.

Let me just observe in reference to
this point that gas price hikes really
are what would be compelled by the
Clinton-Gore Kyoto treaty. In other
places, where the countries have signed
the treaty and which have put the trea-
ty into force, unlike the United States;
in Germany, France, the United King-
dom, Australia, and Japan, they have
all decided that the only way to reach
the Kyoto limits is to raise taxes on
fossil fuels. These countries, not coin-
cidentally, in my judgment, are the
ones that have had much slower eco-
nomic growth than the United States
over the past decade. What would we

expect when the price of gas in Europe
for years has been between $2 and $3 a
gallon because of the high excise taxes
that they have imposed.

Mr. Speaker, we do not want the
Europeanization of our energy policy.
Cheap energy has been a tremendous
blessing, perhaps the single greatest
blessing that we could name in terms
of economics to the people of this great
country. Now we have people in power
that are determined to wreck that pol-
icy and to replace it with something
that will really shrink our standard of
living and will make it much more dif-
ficult to maintain the prosperity and
rates of economic growth that we have
had in the past.

Well, we have spent a few minutes to-
night talking about the role of the Vice
President and his views on energy pol-
icy. I am glad that we have had this op-
portunity, and I would like now to rec-
ognize my colleague from Florida (Mr.
WELDON).

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding,
and I certainly commend the gen-
tleman for bringing this Special Order
to the floor this evening.

One of the things that I have noticed
in my 5 years of experience here on
Capitol Hill, having left my previous
vocation as a physician and taken up
the role of legislator for the people of
my congressional district is the nature
by which so many of the more out-
rageous blunders and outrageous state-
ments that come from the Vice Presi-
dent are essentially ignored or passed
over by the major media outlets in the
United States, the electronic media
and many of the printed media outlets,
newspapers such as the Post, The New
York Times.

One area that is very, very signifi-
cant in my congressional district is the
mismanagement by the Vice President
of the space station program. The
space station program is a program
that was redesigned by the Clinton-
Gore team in 1993, and in that process,
they brought the Russians in as crit-
ical partners where we were now sud-
denly dependent upon the Russians for
critical elements in space station con-
struction. The Vice President was inti-
mately involved with this program.

Over the years, subsequent to 1993 he
had a series of meetings with the prime
minister, Mr. Chernomyrdin at which
various phases of space station
progress were negotiated, along with
other scientific enterprises that the
United States was supposedly cooper-
ating with the Russians on.

There were many people, including
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
SENSENBRENNER), the Republican
Chairman of the Committee on
Science, who warned at the time that
this approach and this strategy that
the administration is pursuing is risky,
is dangerous, and could lead to signifi-
cant delays in the space station pro-
gram, significant cost overruns, tre-
mendous amounts of additional costs
and, indeed, could ultimately lead to

the failure of the program in its very
important mission.

Well, now here we are, 7 years later,
and lo and behold, all of the warnings
of the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
SENSENBRENNER) at that time have
come to pass, and indeed, we have a sit-
uation where instead of saving $2 bil-
lion as was originally put forward by
Clinton-Gore, the space station pro-
gram is probably going to cost $4 bil-
lion over and above what it was origi-
nally projected to cost. We have gone
from a savings of $2 billion to an over-
run of $4 billion, a $6 billion swing.

What is equally egregious is the pro-
gram is now 2 years behind schedule
and indeed, it is uncertain as to wheth-
er or not it is ever going to be able to
get back on track.

What is even more disappointing is
that the Vice President’s fingerprints
were all over this, and he has yet to
put forward his proposal to get this
program back on track.

b 2000

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to observe that the gen-
tleman is absolutely right.

It is a funny thing. With the Clinton-
Gore administration, the only time I
have ever seen them interested in sav-
ing money is when it comes to cutting
taxes. All of a sudden, they are the
guardians of the Treasury. Every last
dime they have to hang onto so none of
it goes back to the taxpayer.

The gentleman just mentioned a $6
billion increase they had gone along
with. Their regulatory policies are
costing us billions and billions of dol-
lars, the consumer and the country
itself. They are constantly pushing for
increasing the amounts of money in
these appropriations bills. They are
vetoing our bills because they do not
spend enough money, but if it comes to
hanging onto the dollar and protecting
the taxpayer against himself by not
letting him have a tax cut, they are
very good about being parsimonious.

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, if the gentleman will continue to
yield, I want to follow that, regarding
AL GORE’s assertions that George W.
Bush’s tax cut policies are risky. He is
fond of using this term. He used this
term to describe the Republican tax
cuts policies in the past.

The question I would ask the Vice
President, which I believe people in the
media should be asking him, is why is
it risky when we want to give working
men and women a portion of their
money back, but it is not risky when
AL GORE and Bill Clinton spend that
money? Which gets to the heart of the
issue that the gentleman is talking
about. The only time they talk about
saving money is when they are talking
about not giving a tax cut.

Why, why, why is it so risky to give
working men and women some of their
hard-earned tax dollars back to spend
on their priorities: their kids’ college
educations, braces for the kids, saving
money for the first home, getting out
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of an apartment? That is risky, but lo
and behold, when they want to increase
spending from Washington, when they
want to keep that hard-earned money
of those working families and spend it
on what AL GORE thinks it should be
spent on, then that is not risky.

The answer to that is very, very obvi-
ous. This is empty rhetoric used as
ploy to avoid the thing they despise
the most, which is taking power and
influence out of Washington, out of the
hands of elected politicians, and giving
it back to people; giving the money
that they earned back into their own
pockets and pocketbooks.

I just applaud the gentleman for so
many of the issues that he is bringing
up.

I was listening to the gentleman’s
presentation earlier. He brought up the
whole issue of ANWR. I am very, very
glad that the gentleman brought that
up as it relates to what is going on
right now in this country with the high
gasoline prices, high fuel oil prices that
many, many Americans are having to
wrestle with, and the impact on their
budget.

We have millions and millions of bar-
rels of additional oil available to us in
Alaska. President Clinton and the Vice
President are standing against exploit-
ing those oil reserves for no rational
reason whatsoever.

I went up there to the North Slope,
and people like the Vice President talk
about the North Slope as though it is
this pristine, wonderful place that we
have to protect, teeming with wildlife.
It is the most barren, moonlike land-
scape that Members could ever imag-
ine, and the most amazing thing is that
the people who live there see abso-
lutely no problem with tapping into
these oil reserves.

The technology has gotten so good
and so sophisticated that not only do
we protect the environment but, as
well, the environment is enhanced by
the oil exploration efforts that are
there.

When I was there, because of the ini-
tiatives pursued, they now have ponds
that were lifeless that were rendered
deeper because they needed the gravel,
and now the ponds are filled with fish.
Those fish-filled ponds are attracting
more grizzly bears. The roads that they
build to drive on in the oil exploration
efforts raise the ground up sufficiently
that various birds can nest along the
edge of the road, so we have a prolifera-
tion of birds as a consequence.

Furthermore, the Holy Grail, the
thing that they ballyhooed was going
to get so disturbed, the caribou, it
turns out that the herd is multiplying
at a much more rapid rate. The size of
the herd has increased dramatically be-
cause of the presence of the pipeline.

So every single excuse that they use,
and what is, I think, the greatest out-
rage in this whole affair is here we are
today, again, the poor working stiffs of
America who have trouble making ends
meet, who run out of checkbook funds
before the month runs out because

they are paying more money for gaso-
line and for fuel oil, their lives could be
made better if we were able to tap into
those additional oil reserves there in
Alaska.

They are very close to the existing
pipeline infrastructure. It entails put-
ting in just a short segment of addi-
tional pipeline, and would allow us ac-
cess to millions and millions of barrels
of additional oil. The increased produc-
tion would have the potential to lower
the price of oil worldwide and signifi-
cantly enhance the quality of life for
every American, but yet the Clinton-
Gore administration stands up and
says, no, no, with these empty, irra-
tional explanations for their opposi-
tion.

Frankly, I applaud the gentleman
from California (Mr. DOOLITTLE). This
just further confirms in my mind that
we are standing up for the needs of
working men and women, and that we
must continue to do so. It is very, very
critical that we continue to speak on
these issues. I am happy to yield back
to the gentleman.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I thank the gen-
tleman.

Mr. Speaker, just before the gen-
tleman got down, I was just saying the
same thing about my trip to the North
Slope, and the observations the gen-
tleman made about ANWR and the
pipeline are right on track.

But the Vice President apparently
does not want to open up ANWR be-
cause that will take us away from this
which he seeks, a wrenching trans-
formation of society. I guess in his vi-
sion we are all supposed to suffer a lit-
tle. Somehow that is for the common
good.

That is not the policy that I endorse.
Americans are suffering right now with
the failed foreign policy and energy
policy that has given us this bump-up
in the gasoline prices. Long-term,
Americans are going to suffer a lot
more if we do not reduce our depend-
ence on foreign oil, and opening up
ANWR is the first and most vital step
to do that; furthermore, in addition to
that, reducing the ridiculously burden-
some rules and regulations and restric-
tions that have been imposed on our
people in the oil development industry
that is forcing them to go to Colombia,
where there are armed terrorists; to
feel that that is a more favorable cli-
mate to do their drilling work than it
is right here in the United States.

So the gentleman is absolutely right,
things have been out of hand and they
need to be changed.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Florida.

Mr. WELDON of Florida. I want to
underscore a very, very important
point highlighted by that poster up
there. It is very, very clearly spelled
out in AL GORE’s book, Earth in the
Balance.

I would highly recommend every
American purchase a copy of this book
and read it. If they read this book, AL
GORE wants the price of oil to go up. He

wants it to go up dramatically. He
would like the American consumer to
pay substantially more for a gallon of
gasoline. I would wager that the cur-
rent price of $1.50 to $1.80 per gallon is
not high enough for AL GORE, because
he would like the price to be so high
that people would stop driving and that
people would start using mass transit.
He would like to get them out of their
cars.

That agenda is very, very clearly
spelled out in that book in black and
white. I would assert that if any Re-
publican had ever written a book with
the outrageous assertions that are put
forth in that book, that that Repub-
lican candidate for president would be
excoriated by the American news
media; that every single outrageous
statement in that book would be at-
tacked and questioned. That candidate
could not go anywhere in the Nation
where a reporter would not come up to
him and ask him, how could he make
these outrageous assertions?

Let me just read what that says
there: ‘‘Minor shifts in policy, mar-
ginal adjustments in ongoing pro-
grams, moderate improvements in laws
and regulations, rhetoric offered in lieu
of genuine change, these are all forms
of appeasement designed to satisfy the
public’s desire to believe that sacrifice,
struggle, and a wrenching trans-
formation of society will not be nec-
essary.’’

How outrageous a statement can we
find? It is disparaging of public opin-
ion. He says, ‘‘designed to satisfy the
public’s desire,’’ as though that is
something we are not supposed to do;
as though we are supposed to have
some higher knowledge and calling and
that we are somehow supposed to ig-
nore them, the people who are literally
our bosses, and that we are to do what
we think is necessary or what he
thinks is necessary, a wrenching trans-
formation of society.

What is that wrenching trans-
formation? He wants to get every sin-
gle one of us out of our cars. He further
goes on to claim that the internal com-
bustion engine is one of the single
greatest threats to the human race.
How much more outrageous a state-
ment could anyone ever have?

I thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia. He has all of the quotes up
there. Within the context of the SEI,
the Strategic Environmental Initia-
tive, a plan of the Vice President’s, it
ought to be possible to establish a co-
ordinated global program to accom-
plish the strategic goal of completely
eliminating the internal combustion
engine over, say, a 25-year period.

What will a Gore presidency mean? It
will mean the implementation or an
attempt to implement that program
right there, spelled out in Earth in the
Balance: to completely eliminate the
internal combustion engine.

Let me just say that if there were a
good replacement for the internal com-
bustion engine that was totally pollu-
tion-free and was affordable, I think
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every American would support that.
Who would not want to be able to avoid
gas stations? Who would not want to
drive a car that does not spew fumes?

But the reality of physics, the reality
of modern science today is the internal
combustion engine is the only afford-
able way for people to get about, and
God forbid we have a situation where
politicians from Washington are trying
to completely eliminate the internal
combustion engine, let alone no one
other than the President of the United
States.

I just want to wholeheartedly con-
gratulate the gentleman from Cali-
fornia on bringing these issues to the
forefront. These are the issues that we
should be debating, what are the under-
lying philosophies and beliefs of the
candidates.

I certainly thank the gentleman, and
I would be more than delighted to do
this again with the gentleman from
California.

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I thank the gen-
tleman. We will be doing it again soon
as we examine other aspects of the
views and the record of Vice President
AL GORE.

f

EDUCATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WALDEN of Oregon). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 6,
1999, the gentleman from New York
(Mr. OWENS) is recognized for 60 min-
utes.

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I heard the
previous speakers close out with the
name of AL GORE. I understand they
have been talking about the Vice Presi-
dent, who is the probable Democratic
Party nominee for president.

I certainly would like to begin my
statement with a hearty congratula-
tions to Mr. GORE for proposing a $115
billion education reform program over
the next 10 years, to allocate $115 bil-
lion over the next 10 years.

The details of Mr. GORE’s proposal I
do not particularly agree with. How-
ever, the perspective, the under-
standing of the need and the scope that
we have to move on is welcome. I wel-
come Mr. GORE’s vision, I welcome his
commitment, and he is in line with
where the American people want to go.

I think we are in an area where the
people, the ordinary citizens, are out
there ahead of the Members of Con-
gress, ahead of the decision-makers
even in the White House, ahead of the
decision-makers in the local govern-
ments and in the State governments,
because the polls repeatedly keep
showing that the average American out
there views education as the number
one priority for governmental action.
Education is the number one priority.

There was a time when education was
in the top five, in fact, that has been
the case over the last 5 years, but edu-
cation was not number one. Reducing
crime at one time was number one,
saving social security at one time was
number one, Medicare and shoring up

the Medicare fund was number one at
one time. But not now. Education con-
sistently for the last 10 months has
been in all of the polls, and I think the
Republican polls are showing exactly
what the Democratic polls are showing,
that education is the number one con-
cern of the American people.

So a candidate who proposes to come
to grips with the problem in a time
when we have considerable wealth in
this Nation, at a time when we see the
estimates for revenue, revenue, being
so much greater than expenditures, and
the projection after we take care of the
surplus of social security and put that
away just for social security, the pro-
jection is $1.9 trillion in surplus over a
10-year period. So surely it is appro-
priate that one could talk in terms of
investing $115 billion of that $1.9 tril-
lion surplus in education reform.

b 2015

I do not think that goes far enough.
I think that $115 billion is about half of
what we need. And the Congressional
Black Caucus alternative budget that
was on the floor as an alternative to
the Republican budget a week ago, the
Congressional Black Caucus budget
recommended that we use 10 percent of
the projected $1.9 trillion surplus, 10
percent should be used for education.
Of that 10 percent, 5 should go to
school construction and the other 5
percent should go to other kinds of im-
provements in education; reduction of
class sizes by having more teachers,
more training for teachers, education
technology.

There is a whole range of things that
needs to be done and should be done.
And for the first time in the last 50
years, the revenues are there. The re-
sources are there. Will we reinvest
those resources in education and get a
return on them, or will we invest them
in trivial weapon systems that are re-
dundant and not needed?

Will we do as the Republican major-
ity has done, add $17 billion to the
President’s defense budget? The Presi-
dent already put in an increase for de-
fense in his budget that was submitted
to the Congress, and the Republicans
have added $17 billion to that. Are we
going to throw the money away in re-
dundant weapon systems, or are we
going to invest the money in education
and the kinds of activities that are
going to pay off, because there will be
a return on those investments?

Now, I have had some comments
made about some of the remarks that I
have made during Special Orders, espe-
cially remarks made about school con-
struction and the fact that I contin-
ually seem to be obsessed with one sub-
ject. I just want to confess that I have
certainly spent a lot of time on this
particular subject, on education, in
general, but, more specifically, on
school construction.

I am going to talk quite a bit about
it again tonight, because, you know, in
the American political process, the dia-
logue is invaluable. As a Member of the

minority party here in the House of
Representatives, all we have left, in
many cases, is dialogue, the ability to
talk and the opportunity to reach our
allies out there in the general public. I
have just said we have been reading
polls now for the last 10 months, which
show that the majority of the Amer-
ican people consider government as-
sistance for education to be the highest
priority.

If that is the case, then I have many
allies. We have many allies, those of us
who want to see more resources from
the Federal Government put into edu-
cation. I want to talk to our allies. I
want to talk to all the school children
out there who need help. There are 53
million children who go to public
schools, and many of those public
schools are in serious trouble.

Public schools in the inner cities are
in very serious trouble in most of our
big cities. Public schools in some of the
suburbs also need a lot of help. Public
schools in the rural areas are in many
cases in the worst shape of all. Help is
needed.

I repeat many things over and over
again because it is important for us to
try to understand this very unusual
phenomenon. We have a situation
where the people clearly have sent a
message that they want to go one way
and the overwhelming majority of the
powerful decisionmakers in our govern-
ment are going in a different direction.

The response of the public figures,
the public decisionmakers, the re-
sponse of the leaders, including those
who are running for President, has
been to talk about the issue of edu-
cation incessantly. There is plenty of
discussion. Among Members of Con-
gress and the Senate and candidates for
the presidency, governors and State
legislators and city council people and
mayors, there is an understanding that
when you see the polls, you understand
that people are primarily concerned
about government assistance for edu-
cation, your response should be to talk
about it, the rhetoric is important; but
do not take any significant action,
play around with the game of edu-
cation, make education a game.

Everybody is an expert on education.
They want to talk about the phonics
system versus the whole word system.
They want to talk about the need for
more discipline. They want to talk
about teachers working harder and the
need for certification. Most of the
things they want to talk about have
some validity, in terms of need.

We need to deal with all of those
components. There are different com-
ponents, and they should be addressed;
but few of the decisionmakers, the pub-
lic officials, want to talk about the
need for more resources. They want to
deal with the fact that we have Stone
Age budgets in our schools. Everything
else has taken off. The stock market
has soared. It is three times the size it
was 10 years ago.

The degrees are different when you
start talking about wealth and money
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in every other area that you want to
examine; but when it comes to schools,
suddenly we want to take a horse and
buggy approach. We can only see incre-
mental gains being made, small experi-
ments here and there. That is the ap-
proach of the present Department of
Education. They cannot think big.
They cannot see that this is a time to
come to grips with the major problem
and put major resources behind it; and
at the heart of the problem of edu-
cation is the need for new infractures
that I continue to talk about.

It is the kingpin issue, school con-
struction, infrastructure, infrastruc-
ture involving a number of things,
school repair, new school construction,
modernization of schools, the wiring of
schools, the developments of new secu-
rity systems, you know, electronic se-
curity systems within schools.

There are a number of ways dollars
for infrastructure might be spent, but
they are critical in the case of a great
number of inner city schools, like the
schools in New York City. You need
the basics. You need to deal with
health-threatening issues. In New York
out of the more than 1,000 schools, we
still have 200 schools that still burn
coal in their furnances. Coal-burning
furnaces are still in at least 200
schools; a year and a half ago, there
were 275.

I am happy to report that this talk,
this repeated focus on the issue has
moved some things faster. Certainly in
my district, I have seen several schools
watch their coal burning furnances
being removed and replaced with other
cleaner fuels. There are still 200 left.

There are schools in our city, at least
a third of them or more, where children
have to eat lunch in the morning at 10
o’clock because the school is over-
crowded. The lunchroom was built for a
certain number of kids. They cannot
get them all in there so they have to
have three or four cycles, the cycle is
three or four. They have to force some
to eat lunch at 10 o’clock while some
are forced to wait until 1:30 to eat
lunch.

The kids at the end are much too
hungry and have been deprived, and the
kids at the beginning have been abused
by having been forced to eat lunch
shortly after they have breakfast.

I will not go into all of these exam-
ples, which I have given many times
before.

Mr. Speaker, I would just like to
bring you up to date. I feel it is impor-
tant to talk about it today because
today the Committee on Education and
the Workforce, which I have served on
for 18 years, has begun the process of a
markup of the final section of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act.
The Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act was a creation of Lyndon
Johnson and Adam Clayton Powell dur-
ing the era of the great society.

They broke new ground in providing
assistance to elementary and sec-
ondary schools. That new ground was
broken on the basis of the fact that

there were areas of the country of
great poverty and where the tax base
and various other devices were not
measuring up to the provision of ade-
quate education to those children who
lived in those areas.

The Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act’s primary focus is on chil-
dren in poverty, and title I is a primary
ingredient of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Assistance Act. We
have taken care of title I already in
last year’s session. Now there are other
elements in the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Assistance Act,
which we started to discuss today.

I am proud to announce that we
spent about the first 2 hours of consid-
eration of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act. They have an-
other name for it. It is called Edu-
cation Options now. The first 2 hours
were spent discussing school construc-
tion. This is quite an achievement.

I am here to report tonight that we
are winning in the battle to get school
construction on the agenda, and the
battle to get school construction to be
seriously considered. We are winning.
We are winning, because not only could
we not have a 2-hour discussion in the
committee of jurisdiction before, the
committee of jurisdiction had ruled
that the discussion of construction was
not germane.

School construction was not germane
a year ago. They would not even let us
discuss it. The Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce had surren-
dered its jurisdiction on school con-
struction to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

The only bill in the Congress which
dealt with school construction 2 years
ago was the bill in the Committee on
Ways and Means which was sponsored
by the gentleman from New York (Mr.
RANGEL) which was supported by most
Democrats. It was, of course, proposed
by the White House, initiated by the
President; and it cost $25 billion in
bonding authority to be backed up by
the Federal Government with interest
payments. The Federal Government, in
other words, would pay the interest on
$25 billion worth of bonds that States
and local education agencies might
borrow.

If you borrow the money, all you
have to pay back is the principal. The
Federal Government would pay the in-
terest, and over a 5-year period that in-
terest came out to be estimated to be
about $3.7 billion. In the Committee on
Ways and Means, the process of paying
back the interest on bonds would have
yielded a 5-year commitment of the
Federal Government of $3.7 billion for
school construction. Now, that is a
very tiny amount compared to what we
need.

It is at least a recognition that the
Federal Government has a role in
school construction. We all have sup-
ported that consistently. I am happy to
report that we are winning. For the
first time, the bill also has a Repub-
lican cosponsor, the gentlewoman from

Connecticut (Mrs. JOHNSON), who is a
cosponsor now with the gentleman
from New York (Mr. RANGEL). We have
hopes that we will have enough votes,
if it is allowed to come to the floor, we
will have enough votes with the sup-
porting majority party, Republican
party, and the Democrats to be able to
pass such a bill now that we have Re-
publican cosponsorship, as small as it
is, as meager as it is, as inadequate as
it is. It at least recognizes the role.

It would be a breakthrough to actu-
ally have it pass on the floor or even
come to the floor for serious consider-
ation. I assure you that there are real
problems with more than just the
amount. Not only is it too small an
amount but it will not help New York
State, for example. The great State of
New York with millions of childrens in
school will not be helped by this bond
authority bill, even though the Federal
Government is willing to pay the inter-
est on the bond.

We have had two bond issues related
to school construction over the last 10
years and they failed. The voters have
voted down two bond issues, and the
likelihood that they will vote for an-
other one, even if it has the Federal
Government paying the interest, is
very slim. So it will not help us.

We need a direct appropriation.
There are hundreds of jurisdictions
across the country, local education
agencies and counties and States that
have the same requirement, that the
voters have to approve the borrowing
of money for schools, and the voters
consistently in many places are not ap-
proving that.

We had a dialogue about it, though,
in the Education and the Workforce
Committee. The dialogue was very in-
teresting. We should report the very
fact that we had the dialogue, as I said
before, is an indication of the facts
that we are winning. We are winning
because we had the dialogue about
school construction on the Committee
on Education and the Workforce, which
has been in denial for the last 6 years.

Since the Republicans gained con-
trol, they have refused to discuss the
issue of school construction in the
Committee on Education and the
Workforce. Today we had a discussion.
Part of the stimulus for the discussion
was the offering of an amendment by
the ranking Democrat, the gentleman
from Missouri (Mr. CLAY), to amend
the Republican-sponsored substitute by
placing in that substitute the Presi-
dent’s $1.3 billion direct appropriation
for school repairs.

b 2030

The President has offered $1.3 billion
for a direct appropriation for emer-
gency repairs, and that itself is a
breakthrough. Because the President
and the White House also, for the last
6 years, the last 5 years, have only had
one initiative and that is the Ways and
Means initiative with the gentleman
from New York (Mr. RANGEL) for the
$25 billion in authority to buy bonds
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and we pay the interest on it. So when
the President offered his budget for the
year 2001 in February of this year, he
included for the first time a direct ap-
propriation, $1.3 billion, for education.

The government really runs on direct
appropriations. We do not fund heli-
copters or aircraft carriers or sub-
marines with bonds. We do not say go
out and buy bonds, we will pay the in-
terest. We fund what we consider im-
portant with a direct appropriation. We
fund the agriculture subsidies to farm-
ers with direct appropriations.

We fund many programs that are
questionable with direct appropria-
tions. I will not say that highways and
roads are questionable. We all need
them. But we authorize the funding of
highways and roads and mass transit,
too, subways and buses. We authorized
$218 billion last year, $218 billion over a
6-year period for highways and roads;
and that is going to be a direct appro-
priation. We did not say borrow the
money and we will pay the interest.

So when the Government is serious,
when the decision-makers are serious,
they do not talk about giving bond au-
thority to go out and borrow the
money and we will pay the interest; we
have direct appropriations. And if we
are going to be serious about school
construction, we need direct appropria-
tions.

So I want to applaud the President,
the White House, for taking this small
step. A journey of a thousand miles be-
gins with one step. They broke the pat-
tern of insisting that school construc-
tion funds have to be won through a
bonding process, a borrowing process,
and they recommended and they put in
the budget $1.3 billion.

So we were introducing, the Demo-
crats, the minority Democrats were in-
troducing an amendment to the major-
ity Republican bill which would put
the President’s $1.3 billion into the bill
that we are preparing to bring to the
floor. And of course the majority had
the votes and they voted it down. But
we had 2 hours of discussion, and I con-
sider the 2 hours of discussion in the
committee to be a victory, just as I
consider the fact that the President
moved off dead center and even made
the proposal for the $1.3 billion a vic-
tory. We are winning. We are winning.

The pressure of public opinion, the
pressure of what is said in the polls and
what people are telling their
Congresspeople is beginning to get
through. So I am here to say to all
America that we are winning, and we
must continue the pressure. Over the
next 2 or 3 weeks we are going to be
discussing this education bill. We prob-
ably have 2 more days before the mark-
up is finished in the committee, and
then probably in 5 to 10 days it will be
on the floor of the House for discus-
sion. And then, of course, the Senate
will act and there will be a conference.

Given the position of the majority
party, the Republicans in the majority
in the House of Representatives and
the Republicans in the majority in the

Senate, given the position of the ma-
jority party, it is not likely that any
direct appropriations are going to pass
out of the Congress for school con-
struction. However, the dialogue is im-
portant. The record of the dialogue is
important. The public ear in listening
to the dialogue is important. Because
in the final analysis, this issue is going
to be decided in a set of negotiations,
what I call the end-game negotiations.

The President will veto a bill that is
filled with outdated assumptions and
throwbacks to the past, like the one
that we were discussing today. I want
to discuss the nonconstruction parts of
it, where they talk about block grants
and they are wiping out certain types
of programs, including the program
which provides more teachers for the
classroom. There are many reasons
why the President will veto the bill. So
having vetoed the bill, there will have
to be negotiations before we can come
up with another bill. In those end-game
negotiations we want the President to
hear the voice of the American people.
We want him to listen to what they
have to say and understand that we are
winning.

We are much further along now than
we were a year ago. When I first came
to the floor with this hat as a symbol,
we were way, way behind in terms of
the recognition among Members of
Congress that school construction is a
major issue and it is an issue at the
heart of education reform. Democrats
and Republicans have a hard time un-
derstanding that. Although the polls
show not only that education is of pri-
mary concern among the American
voters, when they broke down edu-
cation into components, one poll did
this, they found at the head of the list
of all the things that the public feels
should be done in education the item of
fixing the schools.

Now, fix the schools can mean a lot
of different things, but they mean
physically fix the schools. There was
repair, new schools, modernization,
wiring for the computers and the Inter-
net, but that emerged clearly. The
physical infrastructure emerged clear-
ly among the concerns about education
as the top concern.

Why? Because a lot of the other
things become jokes. Common sense
out there among the people and the
teachers and the students tells us that
it is hard to envisage a modern edu-
cation with new computers, new tech-
nology in the school, in the classroom,
if the school has a coal burning furnace
and the kids have respiratory illnesses
and the teachers have respiratory ill-
nesses. It is kind of hard to deal with
the dream, the vision of an education
for the digitalized world. The new com-
puters coming in are resented because
they would like to see the coal furnace
go. Or if the windows are broken and
have not been fixed for some time; or if
the top floor of the school cannot be
used.

One school I know of, with three
floors, has the top floor abandoned be-

cause the walls are caving in. No mat-
ter how hard they try to fix the roof,
they cannot stop the moisture from
leaking in and the walls on either side
are caving in. It is time to leave the
school. It is time to abandon that
building. But they are still there, and
the school is over 100 years old. They
cannot believe that we are serious
about education when we talk about
everything except the physical infra-
structure because we say that that is
too expensive. Let us focus on some-
thing else because we cannot afford to
fix that. Let us focus on new tech-
nology. Let us focus on the teachers.

The great cry about the fact that
teachers are not qualified, and in poor
schools we find a large number of
uncertified teachers, where people have
not even bothered to take the test that
certifies teachers, because there is a
great teacher shortage in the inner
city schools in particular. Number one,
the suburban schools surrounding most
large cities are paying larger salaries;
and, number two, the working condi-
tions are so much better.

Why should a teacher teach in a
school that is burning coal in the fur-
nace and have her own lungs jeopard-
ized when they can have a choice and
teach under better conditions. Working
conditions for teachers are as impor-
tant as working conditions for people
who work in factories. Unions bargain
and working conditions are always a
major item on the bargaining list. Why
should teachers teach in conditions
that threaten their health when they
can go and teach in schools that are
not only safe and healthy but also con-
ducive to learning? They have decent
lighting, they are painted, the ventila-
tion is adequate. All of these things do
not exist in many of the inner city
schools that the teachers are running
from.

So we cannot solve the problem of
certification by focusing only on the
problem of teacher certification. We
cannot have high standards for teach-
ers if the pool of teachers is always
going to be very shallow. These school
systems do not have a choice. If they
want a body in front of the classroom,
they are going to have to take an inad-
equate teacher, a teacher that is not
certified.

In fact, we had a dramatic situation
in one district. In my congressional
district there are four different school
districts. And in those school districts
they have varying kinds of problems,
but one has an intense problem with
uncertified teachers. The teachers’
union offered the uncertified teachers
in one district their tuition. They said
they would pay their tuition. They
would cover the cost if they would go
finish their education, so they can take
the test and be certified. The majority
of the uncertified teachers, many of
whom have been around for years, did
not want to bother, even with the tui-
tion paid and the benefits the union
was willing to offer. They refused.

And, of course, the superintendent of
that district said, well, everybody who
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refuses to accept the offer will place
their job in jeopardy. The answer came
back from some of the uncertified
teachers, go ahead. Because they knew
if they were fired, they could go to an-
other district. If they were fired, they
knew there would be nobody in front of
these classes. They understand very
well things are at such a low point in
terms of teacher availability and
teacher training that most districts
are desperate to have a body in front of
a classroom. They must have an adult
in front of a classroom, and that is
their first priority. They cannot de-
mand that people get certified.

Uncertified teachers do not have the
same benefits as certified teachers.
They suffer a few hardships, but there
are some people in the world who just
want a basic job and have no ambition
or whatever. The pool is so shallow
until we cannot weed those folks out.
There was a time when people coming
out of college, the first job that they
had was teaching. It was a time when
large numbers of people, certainly in
the minority community, had no op-
tions. So we had some of the best
teachers in the Nation in the minority
schools because we had brilliant people
who could not get jobs elsewhere who
became great teachers.

That is not the condition that exists
anymore. We have a shallow pool to
begin with, and if we make it difficult
for them, they will not be there. Only
those who cannot go anywhere else, the
worst, the worst college graduates and
the worst lingerers, people who have
been around for years and years and
not bothered to finish their education,
all kinds of people have become
uncertified teachers for life. It becomes
a career, a career as an uncertified
teacher.

So we cannot solve the problem,
though, if we do not address a number
of issues. And certified teachers have
now been given health benefits, vaca-
tion, a number of things; but the pool
keeps being eroded because the cer-
tified teachers, the best teachers, keep
leaving a system that has problems, in-
cluding problems of poor working con-
ditions; poor working conditions that
sometimes jeopardize their health.

So we can take any problem that we
want to talk about: the fact that the
regents of New York State have now
said a student cannot graduate unless
they pass a battery of tests; English
test, math test, et cetera. There was a
time when they would allow young-
sters to graduate with a general di-
ploma. They would march in the line
and nobody would know the difference
whether they had really completed all
of their work or not. Now the general
diploma has been eliminated so the
State board of regents that oversees all
education in the State looks good.

That is a politician’s dream, to take
action, affirmative action to do some-
thing about poor education. But most
of the affirmative action is directed at
the students, forcing the students to
live up to standards. They still do not

have any improvements in the quality
of the teachers. There are some schools
who lost their physics teachers 5 years
ago, and they have not been able to
find another person who pretends to
know physics. Oh, yes, they will get
some English teacher or some person
who is brave enough to volunteer to go
into the classroom, but there is a great
shortage of physics teachers and other
science teachers.

There is one school I know of that
has not had a physics teacher in 5
years; yet we are going to make this
student pass a science test when the
teacher is inadequate in the area of
science. We are going to make them
pass a science test when the school has
no laboratory. Not an inadequate lab-
oratory, but there are some schools
that have no laboratories where stu-
dents can go and experiment.

b 2045
Most of them that do have labora-

tories are woefully inadequate, they
are stone-age creations and have noth-
ing to do with textbooks and the kind
of things that textbooks are talking.

The libraries are a disgrace. Most of
the libraries have books that are 20 and
30 years old. It is better sometimes not
to learn than to learn the wrong facts
by reading a 20- or 30-year-old book, es-
pecially if it is a geography book or a
history book. There are a number of
books that it is dangerous to believe
the map of the world is the way it
looked 20 or 30 years ago, the nations
and the United Nations as they were 20
or 30 years ago. And on and on it goes.

So all of these other problems are
very real, but if we do not have ade-
quate facilities, if we do not have an
adequate infrastructure, the solution
to the other problems become that
much more difficult.

We have a situation now where we
are about to pass, and it is going to
pass because very few people are
against it, and I have mixed feelings
about it, another extension for H1–B.

H1–B is a piece of legislation that
comes out of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary which changes the immigration
quotas for professional workers. Pro-
fessional workers, people with exper-
tise needed in a country, the agitation
for these kinds of changes comes from
industries that have the greatest need.

The industry that has the greatest
need is the information technology in-
dustry, the industry which uses com-
puters and has taken us into the whole
world of digitalization. They need peo-
ple. There are real vacancies. They are
not exaggerating. And I suspect, even
with the gyrations of the stock mar-
ket, the fact that it has gone up and
down and some technology companies
may be in trouble, I suspect they will
have no real impact on their need for
more high-tech employees.

So we are going to have the bill on
the floor to greatly increase the num-
ber of people who are allowed in the
country exempted from the other im-
migration rules given a red carpet into
the country to fill these jobs.

I think it was increased less than 2
years ago to 125,000. And now I think
they want to double or triple that.
They are really going for broke in
terms of many, many more to bring in.
And that is the way we solve the prob-
lem of not having an adequate pool of
young Americans who can meet the re-
quirements of the age of the
cybercivilization.

We are into the cybercivilization. It
surrounds us in many ways, not just in-
dustry and the high-tech industries.
But in the military they are having se-
rious problems finding young people
who have had enough exposure to
training in computers and related mat-
ters to be able to go into the Army, the
Navy, or the Marines and deal with the
high-tech military equipment.

The last super aircraft carrier that
was launched was 300 people short.
They were short 300 personnel because
they could not find the personnel who
had the aptitude to learn how to oper-
ate the high-tech equipment. They
probably solved the problem by now.
But they had to put out to sea and
launch the aircraft carrier 300 per-
sonnel short.

So those who think that pouring bil-
lions of dollars into defense is a noble
and adequate act relevant to our times,
stop and think about the fact that the
high-tech military that we have is as
much in need of brain power as our
economy is or any other sector of oper-
ation.

Brain power is the power that drives
everything. And surely, if the public
out there, the voters who clamor for
more government assistance for edu-
cation, if they understand this, why do
the elected Members of Congress, most
of whom have gone to college, most of
whom read quite a bit, most of whom
are in an atmosphere where these
items are discussed, why do they cling
like savages to the taboo that Federal
assistance to schools should not in-
clude school construction?

Let me just read two items here, por-
tions of it. April 4. ‘‘Today the Clinton-
Gore administration put out a ‘Na-
tional Call to Action’ to close the dig-
ital divide.’’ To close the digital divide
means that there is a segment of our
population, the elite segment, they are
very much well versed in the whole dig-
ital age, computers and Web sites, and
they are off and running, they are
making a lot of money, they are im-
proving technology by leaps and
bounds, we have geometrically in-
creases in our knowledge, but they are
leaving behind them a large segment of
the population, not just the poor and
the minorities, but there are many
children of working families who are
not minorities who will also be left be-
hind.

Children of working families in
America need first-class schools and
need world-class schools, and they are
being denied those schools by the kind
of decision making that refuses to rec-
ognize the need for school construc-
tion.
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So we have the phenomenon of Presi-

dent Clinton announcing today that
over 400 companies and nonprofit orga-
nizations have signed a ‘‘National Call
to Action’’ to bring digital opportunity
to youth, families, and communities.
President Clinton’s ‘‘National Call to
Action’’ is a challenge to corporations
and nonprofit organizations to take
concrete steps to meet two critical
goals.

Goal one is to provide 21st century
learning tools for every child in every
school. For children to succeed, they
need to master basic skills at an early
age. The ability to use technology to
learn and succeed in the workplace of
the 21st century has become a new
basic, creating a national imperative
to ensure that every child is techno-
logically literate.

To reach this goal, America needs a
comprehensive approach to connect
every classroom, provide all students
with access to multimedia computers,
train teachers to use and integrate
technology into the curriculum, and to
provide high quality on-line content
and educational software.

Goal number two is to create digital
opportunities for every American fam-
ily and community. For all families
and communities to benefit from the
new economy, we must ensure that all
Americans have access to technology
and the skills needed to use it. We
must work to meet the long-term goal
of making home access to the Internet
universal to bring technology to every
neighborhood through community
technology centers, empower all citi-
zens with information technology
skills, and motivate more people to ap-
preciate the value of getting con-
nected.

And then the President proceeds to
announce a number of initiatives being
taken in connection with Government
and private industry. And it is the pri-
vate sector, of course, that is taking
the initiatives which involve money,
additional funding. Because we are at a
standstill here in this Congress in rec-
ognition of the fact that we are going
into the cybercivilization, and we need
to address the investment of more of
our money into the education of our
populous.

Mr. Speaker, I include for the
RECORD the following statement: The
Clinton-Gore Administration: Related
to a ‘‘National Call to Action’’ to close
the digital divide:
THE CLINTON-GORE ADMINISTRATION: A NA-

TIONAL CALL TO ACTION TO CLOSE THE DIG-
ITAL DIVIDE

President Clinton Will Announce Today
That Over 400 Companies And Non-Profit Or-
ganizations Have Signed A ‘‘National Call To
Action’’ To Bring Digital Opportunity To
Youth, Families and Communities. The
President will be joined by the Secretary of
Labor Alexis Herman, Senator Barbara Mi-
kulski and Julian Lacey, a longtime volun-
teer at Plugged In, a Community Technology
Center in East Palo Alto, California. He will
announce his ‘‘National Call to Action’’ to
help bring digital opportunity to youth, fam-
ilies and communities around the country.

Over 400 companies and non-profit organiza-
tions have agreed to sign this Call to Action.

President Clinton’s ‘‘National Call To Ac-
tion.’’ President Clinton has issued a ‘‘Na-
tional Call to Action’’ to challenge corpora-
tions and non-profit organizations to take
concrete steps to meet two critical goals:

Provide 21st Century Learning Tools For
Every Child In Every School. For children to
succeed, they need to master basic skills at
an early age. The ability to use technology
to learn and succeed in the workplace of the
21st century has become a ‘‘new basic’’—cre-
ating a national imperative to ensure that
every child is technologically literate. To
reach this goal, America needs a comprehen-
sive approach to connect every classroom,
provide all students with access to multi-
media computers, train teachers to use and
integrate technology into the curriculum,
and to provide high quality. online content
and educational software.

Create Digital Opportunity For Every
American Family And Community. For all
families and communities to benefit from
the New Economy, we must ensure that all
Americans have access to technology and the
skills needed to use it. We must work to
meet the long-term goal of making home ac-
cess to the internet universal, bring tech-
nology to every neighborhood through com-
munity technology centers, empower all citi-
zens with IT skills, and motivate more peo-
ple to appreciate the value of ‘‘getting con-
nected.’’

The President Will Announce Several Ini-
tiatives To Help Bring Digital Opportunity
To All Americans. The President will an-
nounce the following initiatives that dem-
onstrate a real commitment by the public
and private sectors to work together to
bridge the digital divide:

$12.5 Million For An ‘‘E-Corps.’’ The Cor-
poration for National Service will commit
$10 million to recruit 750 qualified
AmeriCorps members for projects aimed at
bringing digital opportunity to youth, fami-
lies and communities. These volunteers will
provide technical support to school computer
systems, tutor at Community Technology
Centers, and offer IT training for high-tech
careers. The Corporation for National Serv-
ice will also commit $2.5 million for digital
divide projects under the Learn and Serve
program, which allows young people to make
a difference in their communities while
going to school.

Yahoo! Will Invest $1 Million in Digital Op-
portunity. Yahoo! will provide an Internet
advertising campaign worth $1 million to en-
list volunteers with high-tech skills for
AmeriCorps’ digital divide initiative. The
Yahoo! banner ads will help AmeriCorps
meet the challenge of recruiting volunteers
with high-tech skills to work on technology-
related projects.

3Com Launches NetPrep GYRLS. In part-
nership with the YWCA’s TechGYRLS pro-
gram, 3Com will announce NetPrep GYRLS,
a $330,000 program that will offer girls aged
14–16 training in computer networking. Cur-
rently, women represent less than 30 percent
of U.S. computer scientists and computer
programmers. The 3Com NetPrep curriculum
will allow high school girls to focus their
technical education on computer net-
working, leading to an industry-standard
certification. 3Com expects to reach 600 girls
in 30 NetPrep GYRLS locations across the
country.

American Library Association. The Amer-
ican Library Association will pledge to help
bridge the digital divide by working with its
members to create or expand ‘‘information
literacy’’ programs in at least 250 commu-
nities around the country. People with infor-
mation literacy skills are able to recognize
when information is needed and have the

ability to locate, evaluate, and use it effec-
tively.

President Clinton Will Also Announce His
Third New Markets Tour—From Digital Di-
vide to Digital Opportunity. On April 17–18,
President Clinton, accompanied by CEOs,
Members of Congress, Cabinet Secretaries
and community leaders will focus national
attention on initiatives aimed at overcoming
the digital divide and creating opportunities
for youth, families and communities. The
President will travel to East Palo Alto, Cali-
fornia; the Navajo Nation in Shiprock, New
Mexico; and Chicago, Illinois to highlight
private and public-sector initiatives to help
bring digital opportunity to all Americans.
Later this month, the President will travel
to rural North Carolina to stress the impor-
tance of expanding rural access to the
emerging broadband Internet.
THE IMPORTANCE OF BRIDGING THE DIGITAL

DIVIDE AND CREATING DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY
FOR ALL AMERICANS

Access to computers and the Internet and
the ability to effectively use this technology
are becoming increasingly important for full
participation in America’s economic, polit-
ical and social life. People are using the
Internet to find lower prices of goods and
services, work from home or start their own
business, acquire new skills using distance
learning, and make better informed deci-
sions about their healthcare needs. The abil-
ity to use technology is becoming increas-
ingly important in the workplace, and jobs
in the rapidly growing information tech-
nology sector pay almost 80 percent more
than the average private sector wage.

Technology, used creatively, can also
make a big difference in the way teachers
teach and students learn. In some class-
rooms, teachers re using the Internet to keep
up with the latest developments in their
field, exchange lesson plans with their col-
leagues, and communicate more frequently
with parents. Students are able to log on to
the Library of Congress to download primary
documents for a history paper, explore the
universe with an Internet-connected tele-
scope used by professional astronomers, and
engage in more active ‘‘learning by doing.’’
Students are also creating powerful Internet-
based learning resources that can be used by
other students—such as award-winning Web
sites on endangered species, the biology of
sleep,human perception of sound, and an ex-
ploration of the American judicial system.

Access to computers and the Internet has
exploded during the Clinton-Gore Adminis-
tration. Unfortunately, there is strong evi-
dence of a ‘‘digital divide’’—a gap between
those individuals and communities that have
access to these information Age tools and
those who don’t. A July 1999 report from the
Department of Commerce, based on Decem-
ber 1998 Census Department data, revealed
that:

Better educated Americans more likely to
be connected. Between 1997 and 1998, the
technology divide between those at the high-
est and lowest education levels increased
25%. In 1998, those with a college degree are
more than eight times likely to have a com-
puter at home and nearly sixteen times as
likely to have home Internet access as those
with an elementary school education.

The gap between high- and low-income
Americans is increasing. In the last year, the
divide between those at the highest and low-
est income levels grew 29%. Urban house-
holds with incomes of $75,000 or higher are
more than twenty times more likely to have
access to the Internet than rural households
at the lowest income levels, and more than
nine times as likely to have a computer at
home.

Whites more likely to be connected than
African-Americans or Hispanics. The digital
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divide also persists along racial and ethnic
lines. Whites are more likely to have access
to the Internet from home than African-
Americans or Hispanics have from any loca-
tion. African-American and Hispanic house-
holds are roughly two-fifths as likely to have
home Internet access as white households.
However, for incomes of $75,000 and higher,
the divide between whites and African-Amer-
icans has narrowed considerably in the last
year.

Rural areas less likely to be connected
than urban users. Regardless of income level,
those living in rural areas are lagging behind
in computer ownership and Internet access.
At some income levels, those in urban areas
are 50% more likely to have Internet access
than those earning the same income in rural
areas. Low income households in rural areas
are the least connected. with connectivity
rates in the singles digits for both computes
and Internet access.

In addition, data from the National Center
for Education Statistics reveals a ‘digital di-
vide’ in our nation’s schools. As of the fall of
1998, 39 percent of classrooms of poor schools
were connected to the Internet, as compared
to 74 percent in wealthier schools.

I will not go through the entire piece
because it is available on the Internet
from the White House, and now we can
get it from the Library of Congress
THOMAS because it will be entered
into the RECORD here for this special
order.

There is another document that I
would like to also read some excerpts
from. This is a document that came
from a group in California near Silicon
Valley: Jacqueline S. Anderson, the
vice president of the Bay Area Chapter
of Black Data Processing Associates;
Hattie Carwell, who is president of
Northern California Council of Black
Professional Engineers; Eric Harris,
who is the chair of the National Soci-
ety of Black Engineers Alumni-Exten-
sion in the Silicon Valley Chapter;
Henry Hutchins, the president of San
Francisco Bay Area Chapter National
Black MBA Association; Dr. Keith
Jackson, the National Society of Black
Physicists; Harvey Pye, Human Re-
sources Network of Black Profes-
sionals; Kervin Hinkston, the president
of the Bay Area Chapter Black Data
Processing Associates; Frederick E.
Jordan, the co-founder of the Northern
California Council of Black Profes-
sional Engineers; John William
Templeton, Books’n’Bytes, the Tech-
nology Alliance for African American
Students.

They sent this letter to the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. GEPHARDT)
and they sent copies to Senator
DASCHLE, Senator KENNEDY, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CAMP-
BELL), the gentleman from Michigan
(Mr. CONYERS), the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE), the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. SMITH), the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
WATT), etc.

They did not send a copy to me. But
in the Congressional Black Caucus
meeting today, it was passed around
and I found it to be very relevant to
what is taking place right now in our
Committee on Education and the
Workforce and what will be coming to

the floor probably next week, if not to-
morrow, the H1–B visa issue.

As I said before, H1–B visa is an ex-
emption that is granted for profes-
sionals and experts to come into the
country without having to go into the
usual procedures to speed into the
country those people which the indus-
try needs in high-tech jobs and other
positions requiring expertise.

We went through that less than 2
years ago, and we increased the quota
greatly. And now they are coming back
for a still greater increase in quota.
These people whose names I just read,
all minorities, practically all African
Americans, who are professional, who
are experts, who are scientists, have
written to the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. GEPHARDT) about the di-
lemma they face at a time when we are
bringing in H1–B professionals from all
over the world.

I am going to read some excerpts
here from this letter, and I will submit
the rest of it for the RECORD.

Dear Representative GEPHARDT, more than
10,000 African American students in physics,
chemistry, and engineering have met in the
past 30 days. Only a token number of Silicon
Valley companies showed up to recruit them.

When the National Council of Black Engi-
neers and Scientists met in Oakland in 1998,
not a single Silicon Valley company showed
up to recruit them. You can ask Representa-
tive BARBARA LEE (D-California) because she
spoke at the event.

Those young people are counting on you
and the Democratic Members of Congress to
protect their right to earn a living in the
highest wage, highest growth sectors of our
economy. That is why we are quite disturbed
that you and other members of the Demo-
cratic Caucus are supporting gargantuan in-
creases in the H1–B program that exceed the
total number of projected new jobs in the
high-technology industry.

Dr. Anita Borg of the Institute on Women
and Technology, pointed out on 60 Minutes
that the jobs being filled by H1–Bs cor-
respond almost exactly with the underrep-
resentation of women and minorities in
science and technology education. The pro-
posal you are quoting as backing would not
only fill all those jobs but all the available
university slots at the same time as many
States are ending their affirmative action
programs.

Back in 1876 the Hayes-Tilden compromise
set in motion an irreversible series of events
that led to Plessy v. Ferguson and Jim Crow
laws. The ability to impose segregation in
practically every employment sector was
undergirded by extensive immigration.

The point here is that immigration has
been used to defeat the training of people
with insight and the employment of people
who are already inside the country.

In January of this year, we received the
entire file of labor condition applications
from the Department of Labor for the west-
ern United States. After selecting 100 LCAs
at random, we solicited resumes for the jobs
among groups of older white programmers
and African-Americans. We were able to gain
a sufficient number of responses within 4
days and submitted the data to the applicant
companies. We have yet to get a single re-
sponse.

They go on and on talking about the
great need in Silicon Valley for people
that is being voiced by the companies
there as they are joining the other

high-tech companies around the coun-
try, and they are demanding that we
get more foreigners in through the H1–
B visa process while they are not mak-
ing the opportunities available to peo-
ple within their own jurisdictions, own
areas.

These are people who have already
gotten training and have said that they
are being locked out because the H1–B
visa process brings in a more desirable
people in terms of people from other
countries who are willing to work for
lower salaries and for other reasons
that they claim they cannot quite com-
prehend but prejudice and discrimina-
tion are at the heart of it as they see
it.

I do not agree with the statement
here that we have enough people in the
country already to fill all those vacan-
cies. But I do sympathize with these
workers because they represent an-
other part of the problem.
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Part of the problem we are faced with
when they bring in workers from out-
side is that they are paying them much
lower salaries. In fact, one of the great
sources of high-tech workers, informa-
tion technology workers, is India. India
had a vision more than 20 years ago to
see that this was an area where they
wanted to develop a large pool of high-
ly trained people, so they have become
the suppliers of high-tech personnel all
over the world, especially in English-
speaking countries. So India, because
it is an English-speaking country that
has the professionals who have this
kind of expertise, has become a major
supplier. But they come and they work
for much lower salaries. The appeal of
the lower salaries is a factor in the
push to get more of them in rather
than to have better training programs
and greater opportunities being created
here in this Nation for people who are
here already.

They conclude by saying:
We do not see the gesture of applying H1–

B fees to scholarships and K–12 education as
significant. Those funds should go to en-
forcement and streamlining the immigration
process, already overwhelmed by current
numbers. As written, the scholarships are
likely to go to visa holders. The amount
needed to bring inner city schools to current
standards for high-technology instruction is
about $20 billion, the same amount Congress
recently spent on so-called juvenile justice.
Instead, we would encourage requirements of
direct scholarship and internship assistance
by any company filing for such a guest work-
er, the funds for scholarships should go to
community colleges, area public institu-
tions, historically black colleges and univer-
sities, et cetera. We would also give a pri-
ority for H1–B approvals to companies that
meet or exceed local community representa-
tion in their workforces as measured by the
EEO–1 for underrepresented groups.

In conclusion, it is untenable for America
to spend billions locking up African Amer-
ican and Latino youth or forcing them to
fight overseas wars just to gain skills or an
education and then to lock them out of the
best-paying jobs. If there is a choice in the
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2000 elections, then we would expect you to
stand up for those who have traditionally
supported you. You have the benefit of his-
tory to guide your decision. Don’t let Jim
Crow come back.

This letter from the professionals
from the Bay Area I would like to sub-
mit in its entirety for the RECORD.
Hon. RICHARD GEPHARDT,
Minority Leader, House of Representatives,
The Capitol, Washington, DC.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE GEPHARDT: More
than 10,000 African-American students in
physics, chemistry and engineering have met
in the past 30 days. Only a token number of
Silicon Valley companies showed up to re-
cruit them. When the National Council of
Black Engineers and Scientists met in Oak-
land in 1998, not a single Silicon Valley com-
pany showed up to recruit them. You can ask
Rep. Barbara Lee, D-CA, who spoke at the
event.

Those young people are counting on you
and the Democratic members of Congress to
protect their right to earn a living in the
highest wage, highest growth sectors of our
economy. That is why we are quite disturbed
that you and other members of the Demo-
cratic Caucus are supporting gargantuan in-
creases in the H1–B program that exceed the
total number of projected new jobs in the
high technology industry.

Dr. Anita Borg of the Institute on Women
and Technology pointed out on 60 Minutes
that the jobs being filled by H1–Bs cor-
respond almost exactly with the underrep-
resentation of women and minorities in
science and technology education. The pro-
posal you are quoted as backing would not
only fill all the jobs, but all the available
university slots at the same time as many
states are ending affirmative action pro-
grams.

Frankly, it is a shame that two conserv-
ative Republicans, Reps. Lamar Smith and
Tom Campbell, from the two highest-growth
technology areas, Austin and Palo Alto, are
sounding the alarm for the protection of
American workers, while the Democratic
Caucus appears to be chasing campaign dol-
lars.

Back in 1876, the Hayes-Tilden Compromise
set in motion an irreversible series of events
that led to Plessy vs. Ferguson and Jim Crow
laws. The ability to impose segregation in
practically every employment sector was
undergirded by extensive immigration.

In Silicon valley, the progress of the Afri-
can-American, Latino and Native American
communities since the 1960s to break into
technology has been reversed since 1996. Our
analysis of 253 EEO–1 forms from Northern
California high tech firms showed an abso-
lute decline in the employment from these
groups. In addition, 80 percent of high tech
companies do not even file the EEO–1 form.
By comparison, the same cohort makes up 35
percent of the Department of Defense’s civil-
ian and uniformed personnel.

In January of this year, we received the
entire file of Labor Condition Applications
from the Department of Labor for the west-
ern United States. After selecting 100 LCAs
at random, we solicited resumes for the jobs
among groups of older white programmers
and African-Americans. We were able to gain
a sufficient number of responses within four
days and submitted the data to the applicant
companies.

We have yet to get a single response. Keep
in mind, under the unenforceable ACWIA,
each applicant company ‘‘attests’’ that it
can not find American workers for the job.
However, no government agency actually au-
dits or monitors that claim.

The seven-day response guarantee on LCAs
looks like a speedway compared to person

who have filed discrimination complaints
with the federal government against high
tech firms. Waits of two years for a ‘‘right to
sue’’ letter are minimum. 3Com fired an Af-
rican-American engineer, Lindsay Brown,
last year from its Palm Computing division
the day after he filed a complaint with the
EEOC. That shows the kind of contempt for
labor standards that the H1–B program is
breeding in high technology. Although we in-
formed EEOC and OFCCP about the 80 per-
cent non-response rate for EEO–1s two years
ago, neither agency has even sent a letter to
the offending companies.

Only discriminatory practices can explain
the fact that there are more than 225,000 Af-
rican-American engineers, programmers and
systems analysts, according to the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, yet only 1,688 black profes-
sional employees of any kind in those Sil-
icon Valley companies.

You should take note of the fact that the
three states with the highest demand for
these H1–Bs have all taken steps to reduce
African-American and Latino enrollment in
their colleges, particularly in graduate and
science programs, through initiatives funded
largely by high technology executives.

Putting the pieces together, Congressional
approval of the Abraham or Lofgren-Dreier
bills would extend and accelerate ethnic
cleansing in the high technology industry,
lock the doors of opportunity for decades and
harden racial inequality into concrete and
steel, instead of merely glass.

We would encourage you to support and ex-
tend the worker protection provisions in the
Smith-Campbell bill by requiring that com-
panies with active ‘‘right-to-sue’’ letters
from the EEOC or OFCCP be barred from
making ‘‘attestations’’ about hiring Amer-
ican workers; by making filing of the EEO–
1 form a prerequisite for a Labor Condition
Application; by funding personnel to perform
audits and backup checks on H1–B visas.

We do not see the gesture of applying H1–
B fees to scholarships and k12 education as
significant. Those funds should go to en-
forcement and streamlining the immigration
process, already overwhelmed by current
numbers. As written, the scholarships are
likely to go to visa holders. The amount
needed to bring inner-city schools to current
standards for high technology instruction is
about $20 billion, the same amount Congress
recently spent on so-called ‘‘juvenile jus-
tice.’’ Instead, we would encourage require-
ments of direct scholarship and internship
assistance by any company filing for such a
guest worker to community colleges, area
public institutions, HBCUS or OMIs. We
would also give a priority for H1–B approvals
to companies that meet or exceed local com-
munity representation in their workforces as
measured by the EEO–1 for underrepresented
groups. Right now Congress has made it
cheaper to recruit from the Indian Institute
of Technology than from North Carolina
A&T or Hampton University. While Congress
ponders giving $40 million to 110 HBCUs for
graduate education, the Indian government
has asked for $1 billion from U.S. emigres for
just six institutions.

In conclusion, it is untenable for America
to spend billions locking up African-Amer-
ican and Latino youth or forcing them to
fight overseas wars just to gain skills or an
education and then to lock them out of the
best-paying jobs. If there is a choice in the
2000 elections, then we would expect you to
stand up for those who have traditionally
supported you. You have the benefit of his-
tory to guide your decision. Don’t let Jim
crow come back.

Sincerely,
Jacqueline S. Anderson, Vice President

Bay Area Chapter, Black Data Proc-
essing Associates; Hattie Carwell,

President, Northern California Council
of Black Professional Engineers; Eric
J. Harris, Chair, National Society of
Black Engineers-Alumni Extension,
Silicon Valley Chapter; Henry Hutch-
ins, President, San Francisco Bay Area
Chapter, National Black MBA Associa-
tion; Kevin Hinkston, President, Bay
Area Chapter, Black Data Processing
Associates; Dr. Keith Jackson, Na-
tional Society of Black Physicists;
Frederick E. Jordan, P.E. Co-founder,
Northern California Council of Black
Professional Engineers; Harvey Pye,
Human Resources Network of Black
Professionals; John William
Templeton, Books’n’Bytes: the tech-
nology alliance for African-American
students.

As I close, I would like to just go
back to the fact that I reported when I
began, that is, that there was a lengthy
discussion in the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce today. I am
proud of the fact that we finally had a
discussion which almost lasted 2 hours
on school construction, because the
general tenor has been that school con-
struction belongs somewhere else and
the Committee on Education and the
Workforce had surrendered its powers
to the Committee on Ways and Means.
It was a victory just to have the dis-
cussion. We also discussed it because
there was an amendment offered to put
the President’s proposed $1.3 billion
into the bill that the majority Repub-
licans have put forth as they complete
the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act reauthorization.

I see both of those items, the fact
that the President even proposed a $1.3
billion amount for school repairs and
the fact that we had a discussion as
one more piece of evidence that we are
winning, those of us who agree with the
overwhelming body of American voters
out there that it is only common sense
to put more money into education,
more resources into education; and
among those items in the education
budget, the school construction compo-
nent is a vital component. It is a king-
pin component.

We are happy to see that we are be-
ginning to win. Slowly we are moving
off dead center. I also mentioned a few
moments ago that the gentlewoman
from Connecticut (Mrs. JOHNSON) has
now joined forces with the gentleman
from New York (Mr. RANGEL) in the
Committee on Ways and Means; so
even that bill, as inadequate as it may
be, the bill which allows for $25 billion
in borrowing authority and the Federal
Government will pay the interest, as
inadequate as that is, it never had a
chance of passage before and with the
joining of the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut with that bill, it becomes a
possibility.

We are winning, and I want the mes-
sage to go out there to all of our allies,
all of those millions of people who keep
showing up in the polls; and as I said
before, the Republicans have the same
polls as the Democrats. They are get-
ting the same results. Nobody can hide
from the fact that the demand of the
American people is that our number
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one priority for government assistance
be the assistance to education, the im-
provement of education.

Now, there have been some argu-
ments made, Mr. Speaker, and you are
aware of that, that the demand of peo-
ple for funds for schools in general and
more specifically for school construc-
tion should be met by the local govern-
ments and by the States. One other
speaker during our discussion pointed
out that the States have unprecedented
surpluses and many localities have sur-
pluses and that they should be the ones
who provide the resources to invest in
education. Those are good arguments.

Nowhere is that truer than it is in
New York City and New York State.
Two years ago, a little less than 2
years ago, the city of New York had a
$2 billion surplus. We have big budgets
in the city; but even with those big
budgets, the revenue that came in was
$2 billion greater than the expendi-
tures. At the same time, the State of
New York had a $2 billion surplus. The
governor of the State of New York,
who is a Republican, and the mayor of
the State of New York both refused to
spend a single penny on school repairs
and school construction. This is in a
city where there are 200 schools that
still burn coal in their furnaces.

The mayor did not do it. He would
not spend any money to relieve the sit-
uation of overcrowding, the fact that
children have to eat lunch at 10 in the
morning because of the fact that they
are overcrowded and the lunchroom
has to eat in cycles, the mayor did not
move to provide any relief for that sit-
uation. The members of the city coun-
cil did not even do what we do here in
Congress. Democrats cannot pass any-
thing, but at least we insist that there
be a dialogue. The dialogue did not
even take place in New York City. The
horror of having a $2 billion surplus
and not using it was not brought home
to the people of New York City, the
horror of a governor who vetoed a bill
that the legislature passed.

Now, in the State legislature in New
York, the Assembly is controlled by
the Democrats, the State Senate is
controlled by Republicans, so you had
a bipartisan bill which would have pro-
vided for $500 million, half a billion
dollars for emergency school repairs.
The Republican governor of New York
State vetoed that even though he had a
$2 billion surplus.

Across the country, the Nation, you
have the same pattern where the needs
of the schools for some reason are not
being met by local and State officials.
I cannot get into the analysis of what
is going on because I am not sure I
know. What I do know is that a genera-
tion of children should not have to suf-
fer because you have Neanderthals out
there in the State and city govern-
ments, and we give them more and
more power at the Federal level all the
time.

They cannot see the obvious, that
there is a need to invest in education.
The Nation has been shortchanged by

the States many times. In World War I,
in World War II, we found we had
young people, young men that we had
to send off to war who were unhealthy
basically because they had poor health
care and had been neglected in terms of
basic nutrition. The Federal Govern-
ment got very much involved in free
lunch programs and all kinds of health
programs because of the fact that it
had to fight a war. The national inter-
est was such that they had to have a
population that could meet those re-
quirements. They could not leave it up
to the States. The States for some rea-
son with all of their advantages, and
they have gloriously served us in many
ways, for some reason the States never
take care of the people on the bottom.

The States are examples of how de-
mocracy goes wrong and the majority
overwhelmingly takes care of itself and
the rights and the concerns and the
welfare of the powerless minority gets
neglected. That is the pattern. States
have had responsibility for education
since the founding of the country. The
primary responsibility for education is
in the States. The Federal Government
has no direct responsibility spelled out
in the Constitution and this is often
used as a way to keep the Federal role
at a very low level, or not there at all.
But we have a responsibility for de-
fense and we have a responsibility for
the general welfare of the people.

The general welfare is threatened as
well as our military defense is threat-
ened by the inadequacy of education at
the State level. So we cannot let a gen-
eration go down the drain because the
States and localities are too stubborn
to take action and deal with the prob-
lem by appropriating the necessary re-
sources. It is unconscionable; it is a
threat to the entire Nation.

There are several of my colleagues,
the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr.
LARSON), the gentleman from Missouri
(Mr. SKELTON), who is our premier ex-
pert on defense in the Democratic Cau-
cus, they have recently written a letter
to the President saying that we need to
take a look at the complex of edu-
cation and defense and the technology
needs and the research and see how it
all is inexplicably interwoven. You
cannot separate the education effort
from the basic research effort, the re-
search effort, technology and the abil-
ity of the military to function in this
modern world. It is all there together.
With a $1.9 trillion surplus, we have the
advantage of being able to breathe and
take a look at it and place these in-
vestments where they should be placed.

I am going to end by switching sub-
jects just a bit, because I have spent
most of the time talking about edu-
cation, but there is another crisis in
New York City which has captured the
attention of most of my constituents
and most of the people of New York.
We have had a situation where a police
killing, a man named Amadou Diallo,
took place more than a year ago, al-
most 2 years ago now, I guess, and the
final verdict set all four policemen who

were responsible free. Again, the ma-
jority of the people in a poll in New
York State showed that they were out-
raged at the verdict, and you have a lot
of activity within the city around this.

On top of this miscarriage of justice,
recently another young man was shot
to death by police and some unfortu-
nate political moves were made by the
mayor, pulling out his records as a 13-
year-old and saying he was a trouble-
maker and implying that he deserved
to die because at 13 he had gotten in
trouble. He was not convicted at 13; but
he had been arrested at 13, and the
record showed that. This is a boiling
caldron. I have been trying to get peo-
ple to see, it is very important that
these matters with police brutality and
police killings always touch off a kind
of dynamite reaction on the one hand
while the killing of children and the
smothering of spirits in the education
system that goes on and on year after
year is never given much attention.
They are related.

I want to just close by saying that I
heard that there was a group that met
recently, a church packed with young
people who decided that the solution of
the problem was that they all should
buy rifles. I can think of nothing more
ridiculous and more dangerous than
young people going out to buy rifles to
try to solve a problem in the city.
There are many more solutions that
are to be proposed. I would like to close
by saying that, again, education is at
the heart of that. Being able to respond
in a nonviolent way means you have to
have discipline, and you have to have
the leaders step forward and offer solu-
tions to that problem in the appro-
priate way.

f

THE NATION’S NUMBER ONE
HEALTH PROBLEM

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ISAKSON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 1999, the
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. GANSKE) is
recognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. GANSKE. Mr. Speaker, the num-
ber one public health problem facing
the country today is the death and
morbidity associated with the use of
tobacco. Tonight, I want to discuss
why the use of tobacco is so harmful,
what the tobacco companies have
known about the addictiveness of nico-
tine in tobacco, how tobacco companies
have targeted children to get them ad-
dicted, what the Food and Drug Admin-
istration proposed, the Supreme
Court’s decision on FDA authority to
regulate tobacco, and bipartisan legis-
lation that will be introduced tomor-
row in the House to give the Food and
Drug Administration authority to reg-
ulate the manufacture and marketing
of tobacco.

Mr. Speaker, let me repeat. The num-
ber one health problem in the Nation
today is tobacco use. It is well cap-
tured in this editorial cartoon that
shows the Grim Reaper, Big Tobacco,
with a cigarette in his hand, a con-
sumer on the cigarette, and the title is
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‘‘Warning: The Surgeon General Is
Right.’’
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Here is some cold data on this peril.
It is undisputed that tobacco use great-
ly increases one’s risk of developing
cancer of the lungs, the mouth, the
throat, the larynx, the bladder, and
other organs. Mr. Speaker, 87 percent
of lung cancer deaths and 30 percent of
all cancer deaths are attributable to
the use of tobacco products. Tobacco
use causes heart attacks, strokes, em-
physema, peripheral vascular disease,
among many others.

Mr. Speaker, more than 400,000 people
die prematurely each year from dis-
eases attributable to tobacco use in the
United States alone. Tobacco really is
the grim reaper.

More people die each year from to-
bacco use in this country than die from
AIDS, automobile accidents, homi-
cides, suicides, fires, alcohol and illegal
drugs combined. More people in this
country die in one year from tobacco
than all the soldiers killed in all of the
wars this country has fought.

Treatment of these diseases will con-
tinue to drain over $800 billion from
the Medicare trust fund. The VA
spends more than one-half billion dol-
lars annually on in-patient care of
smoking-related diseases. But these
victims of nicotine addiction are sta-
tistics that have faces and names.

Mr. Speaker, before coming to Con-
gress, I practiced as a surgeon. I have
held in these hands lungs filled with
cancer and seen the effects of decreased
lung capacity on those patients. Unfor-
tunately, I have had to tell some of
those patients that their lymphnodes
had cancer in them and that they did
not have very long to live.

As a plastic and general surgeon, I
have had to remove patients’ cancerous
jaws like this surgical specimen, show-
ing a resection of a large portion of a
patient’s lower jaw. This, Mr. Speaker,
is the result of chewing tobacco.

The poor souls who have to have this
type of surgery go around like the car-
toon character Andy Gump. Many
times they breathe from a trache-
ostomy. I have reconstructed arteries
in legs in patients that are closed shut
by tobacco and are causing gangrene,
and I have had to amputate more than
my share of legs that have gone too far
for reconstruction.

The other day, Mr. Speaker, I was
talking to a vascular surgeon who is a
friend of mine back in Des Moines,
Iowa. His name is Bob Thompson. He
looked pretty tired. I said Bob, you
have been working pretty hard. He said
Greg, yesterday I went to the operating
room at about 7 in the morning, I oper-
ated on 3 patients, finished up about
midnight, and every one of those pa-
tients I had to operate on to save their
legs. I said, were they smokers, Bob?
He said, you bet. And the last one that
I operated on was a 38-year-old woman
who would have lost her leg to athero-
sclerosis related to heavy tobacco use.

I said, Bob, what do you tell those peo-
ple? He said, Greg, I talk to every pa-
tient, every peripheral vascular patient
that I have and I try to get them to
stop smoking. I ask them a question. I
say, if there were a drug available on
the market that you could buy that
would help you save your legs, that
would help prevent your having to have
coronary artery bypass surgery, that
would significantly decrease your
chances of having lung cancer or losing
your larynx, would you buy that drug?
And every one of those patients say,
you bet I would buy that drug, and I
would spend a lot of money for it. You
know what he says to those patients
then? He says, well, you know what?
You can save an awful lot of money by
quitting smoking and it will do exactly
the same thing as that magical drug
would have done.

Mr. Speaker, my mother and father
were both smokers and they are only
alive today because coronary artery
bypass surgery saved their lives.

I will never forget the thrombo-
angiitis obliterans patients I treated at
VA hospitals who were addicted to the
tobacco that caused them to thrombose
one finger and one toe after another. I
remember one patient who had lost
both lower legs, all the fingers on his
left-hand, and all the fingers on his
right hand, except his index finger.
Why? Because the tobacco caused those
little blood vessels to clot shut. This
patient, even though he knew that if he
stopped smoking, it would stop his dis-
ease, he had devised a little wire ciga-
rette holder with a loop on it to fit
around his one remaining finger so
that he could smoke.

Statistics do show the magnitude of
this problem. Over a recent 8-year pe-
riod, tobacco use by children increased
30 percent. More than 3 million Amer-
ican children and teenagers now smoke
cigarettes. Every 30 seconds a child in
the United States becomes a regular
smoker. In addition, more than 1 mil-
lion high school boys use smokeless
chewing tobacco, primarily as a result
of advertising, focusing on flavored
brands and youth-oriented themes. For
heaven’s sakes, Mr. Speaker, we got rid
of the tobacco spittoons in this place a
long time ago, and we now have 1 mil-
lion kids working on developing the
type of cancer that would result in sur-
gical resection of half of their jaw.

The sad fact is, Mr. Speaker, that
each day, 3,000 kids start smoking,
many of them not even teenagers,
younger than teenagers, and 1,000 out
of those 3,000 kids will have their lives
shortened because of tobacco. So why
did it take a life-threatening heart at-
tack to get my parents to quit smok-
ing? I nagged on them all the time, but
it took a near death experience to get
them to quit. Why would not my pa-
tient with one finger, the only finger
he had left, quit smoking? Why do
fewer than one in 7 adolescents quit
smoking, even though 70 percent regret
starting.

I say to my colleagues, it is sadly be-
cause of the addictive properties of the

drug nicotine in tobacco. The
addictiveness of nicotine has become
public knowledge, public knowledge
only in recent years as a result of
painstaking scientific research that
demonstrates that nicotine is similar
to amphetamines, nicotine is similar
to cocaine, nicotine is similar to mor-
phine in causing compulsive drug-seek-
ing behavior. In fact, Mr. Speaker,
there is a higher percentage of addic-
tion among tobacco users than among
users of cocaine or heroin. But recent
tobacco industry deliberations show
that the tobacco industry had long-
standing knowledge of nicotine’s af-
fects. It is clear that tobacco company
executives committed perjury before
the Committee on Commerce just a few
years ago when they raised their right
hands, they took an oath to tell the
truth, and then they denied that to-
bacco and nicotine was addicting.

Internal tobacco company documents
dating back to the early 1960s show
that the tobacco companies knew of
the addicting nature of nicotine, but
withheld those studies from the Sur-
geon General. A 1978 Brown &
Williamson memo stated, ‘‘Very few
customers are aware of the effects of
nicotine; i.e., its addictive nature, and
that nicotine is a poison.’’ A 1983
Brown & Williamson memo stated,
‘‘Nicotine is the addicting agent in
cigarettes.’’

Indeed, the industry knew that there
was a threshold dose of nicotine nec-
essary to maintain addiction, and a
1980 Lorilard document summarized
the goals of an internal task force
whose purpose was not to avert addic-
tion, but to maintain addiction. Quote:
‘‘Determine the minimal level of nico-
tine that will allow continued smok-
ing. We hypothesize that below some
very low nicotine level, diminished
physiologic satisfaction cannot be
compensated for by psychologic satis-
faction. At that point, smokers will
quit or return to higher tar and nico-
tine brands.’’

Mr. Speaker, we also know that for
the past 30 years, the tobacco industry
manipulated the form of nicotine in
order to increase the percentage of
‘‘free base’’ nicotine delivered to smok-
ers. As a naturally occurring base, and
I have to say, Mr. Speaker, that this
takes me back to my medical school
biochemistry, nicotine favors the salt
form at low pH levels, and the ‘‘free
base’’ form at higher pHs.

So what does that mean? Well, the
free base nicotine crosses the alveoli of
the lungs faster than the bound form,
thus giving the smoker a greater kick,
just like the druggie who free bases co-
caine, and the tobacco companies knew
that very well. A 1966 British American
tobacco report noted, ‘‘It would appear
that the increased smoker response is
associated with nicotine reaching the
brain more quickly. On this basis, it
appears reasonable to assume that the
increased response of a smoker to the
smoke with a higher amount of ex-
tractable nicotine, not synonymous
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with, but similar to free-base nicotine,
may be either because this nicotine
reaches the brain in a different chem-
ical form, or because it reaches the
brain more quickly.’’

Tobacco industry scientists were well
aware of the effect of pH on the speed
of absorption and on the physiologic
response. A 1973, 1973 R.J. Reynolds re-
port stated, ‘‘Since the unbound nico-
tine is very much more active physio-
logically and much faster acting than
bound nicotine, the smoke at a high pH
seems to be strong in nicotine.’’

b 2130

Therefore, the amount of free nico-
tine in the smoke may be used for at
least a partial measure of the physio-
logic strength of the cigarette.’’

Indeed, Mr. Speaker, Phillip Morris
commenced the use of ammonia in
their Marlboro brand in the mid 1960s
in order to raise the pH of its ciga-
rettes, and it subsequently emerged as
the leading national brand.

By reverse engineering, other manu-
facturers caught onto Phillip Morris’
nicotine manipulation. And they cop-
ied it. The tobacco industry hid the
fact that nicotine was an addicting
drug for a long time, even though they
privately called cigarettes ‘‘nicotine
delivery devices.’’

Claude E. Teague, Junior, assistant
director of research at RJR, said in a
1972 RJR memo, ‘‘In a sense, the to-
bacco industry may be thought of as
being a specialized, highly ritualized
and stylized segment of the pharma-
ceutical industry. Tobacco products
uniquely contain and deliver nicotine,
a potent drug with a variety of physio-
logic effects. Thus, a tobacco product
is, in essence, a vehicle for the delivery
of nicotine designed to deliver the nic-
otine in a generally acceptable and at-
tractive form. Our industry is then
based upon the design, manufacture,
and sale of attractive forms of nico-
tine.’’

A 1972 Phillip Morris document sum-
marized an industry conference at-
tended by 25 tobacco scientists from
England, Canada, and the United
States: ‘‘The majority of conferees
would accept the proposition that nico-
tine is the active constituent of to-
bacco smoke. The cigarette should be
conceived not as a product, but as a
package.’’ Then they said, ‘‘The prod-
uct is nicotine.’’

Mr. Speaker, does anyone believe
that the tobacco CEOs who testified be-
fore Congress that tobacco was not ad-
dicting were telling the truth?

Mr. Speaker, most adult smokers
start smoking before the age of 18. This
political cartoon shows big tobacco
over here lighting up one cigarette
from the other, and one cigarette says,
‘‘Victims’’ and the other cigarette that
is about ready to start is ‘‘Kids.’’ The
title of the cartoon: ‘‘Chain smoker.’’

As I said, Mr. Speaker, most adult
smokers start smoking before the age
of 18. That has been known by the to-
bacco industry and its marketing divi-

sions for decades. A report to the board
of directors of RJR on September 30,
1974, entitled ‘‘1975 Marketing Plans
Presentation, Hilton Head, September
30, 1974,’’ said that one of the key op-
portunities to accomplish the goal of
reestablishing RJR’s market share was
to ‘‘increase our young adult franchise.
First, let’s look at the growing impor-
tance of this young adult group in the
cigarette market. In 1960, this young
adult market,’’ and this is the clincher,
what did they call the young adult
market, young adult? The 14 to 24 age
group.

They say, ‘‘This represented 21 per-
cent of our population. They will rep-
resent 27 percent of the population in
1975, and they represent tomorrow’s
cigarette business.’’

An adult, Mr. Speaker? They are 14-
year-olds, pretty young adults. In a
1980 RJR document entitled ‘‘MDD Re-
port on Teenager Smokers Ages 14
Through 17,’’ a future RJR CEO G.H.
Long wrote to the CEO at that time,
E.A. Horrigan, Junior.

In that document, Long laments the
loss of market share of 14-to-17-year-
old smokers to Marlboro, and says,
‘‘Hopefully, our various planned activi-
ties that will be implemented this fall
will aid in some way in reducing or cor-
recting those trends.’’ The trends were
they were losing market share in the
14-to-17-year-old age group.

Mr. Speaker, the industry has indis-
putably focused on ways to get chil-
dren to smoke: in surveys for Phillip
Morris in 1974 in which children 14 or
younger were interviewed about their
smoking behavior; or how about the
Phillip Morris document which
bragged, ‘‘Marlborough dominates in
the 17 and younger category, capturing
over 50 percent of this market.’’

Mr. Speaker, when Joe Camel is asso-
ciated with cigarettes by 30 percent of
3-year-olds and nearly 90 percent of 5-
year-olds, we know that marketing ef-
forts directed at children are very suc-
cessful.

Here is another political cartoon. We
have a billboard. It says, ‘‘Joe Camel
says, cancer is cool.’’ We have an
antismoking advocate saying, ‘‘Huh,
not exactly the honest disclosure we
were hoping for.’’

Mr. Speaker, children that begin
smoking at age 15 have twice the inci-
dence of lung cancer as those who start
smoking at the age of 25. For those
youngsters who start at such an early
age and have twice the incidence of
cancer, for them Joe Cool becomes Joe
Chemo, pulling around his bottle of
chemotherapy.

If that is not enough, it should not be
overlooked that nicotine is an intro-
ductory drug, as smokers are 15 times
more likely to become an alcoholic, to
become addicted to hard drugs, or to
develop a problem with gambling.

Mr. Speaker, in response to this, the
Food and Drug Administration in Au-
gust of 1996 issued regulations aimed at
reducing smoking in children on the
basis that nicotine is addicting, it is a

drug, manufacturers have marketed
that drug to children, and tobacco is
deadly. Most people by now are famil-
iar with those regulations. They re-
ceived a lot of press at the time. It is
hard to think, Mr. Speaker, that 4
years have gone by since those regula-
tions came out.

Those regulations said, tobacco com-
panies would be restricted from adver-
tising aimed at children, that retailers
would need to do a better job of mak-
ing sure they were not selling ciga-
rettes to children, that the FDA would
oversee tobacco companies’ manipula-
tion of nicotine.

But the tobacco companies chal-
lenged those regulations, and they
ended up taking it all the way to the
Supreme Court. Just 2 weeks ago, Jus-
tice Sandra Day O’Connor, in writing
for the majority, five to four, held that
Congress had not granted the FDA au-
thority to regulate tobacco.

However, her closing sentences in
that opinion bear reading: ‘‘By no
means do we,’’ and this is the Supreme
Court, ‘‘question the seriousness of the
problem that the FDA has sought to
address. The agency has amply dem-
onstrated that tobacco use, particu-
larly among children and adolescents,
poses perhaps the most significant
threat to public health in the United
States.’’

Justice O’Connor is practically beg-
ging Congress to grant the FDA au-
thority to regulate tobacco. Therefore,
Mr. Speaker, tomorrow the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. DINGELL) and I will
introduce our bipartisan bill The FDA
Tobacco Authorities Amendment Act. I
call on my colleagues from both sides
of the aisle to cosponsor this bill and
join us for a press conference on the
Triangle at noon.

Our bill simply says that FDA has
authority to regulate tobacco, that the
1996 tobacco regulations will be law.
This is not a tax bill. This is not a li-
ability bill. This is not a prohibition
bill. This has nothing to do with the
tobacco settlement from the attorneys
general.

This bill simply recognizes the facts:
tobacco and nicotine are addicting. To-
bacco kills over 400,000 people in this
country each year. Tobacco companies
have and are targeting children to
make them addicted to smoking. The
FDA should have congressional author-
ity to regulate this drug and those de-
livery devices.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCNULTY) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. KILDEE, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. BARCIA, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. CROWLEY, for 5 minutes, today.
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Mr. HOYER, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. STABENOW, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. KIND, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. SMITH of Washington, for 5 min-

utes, today.
Mr. BLUMENAUER, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. MORAN of Virginia, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. BERRY, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. CLAYTON, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. FOSSELLA) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. NORWOOD, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,

April 12.
Mr. METCALF, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. MANZULLO, for 5 minutes, April 6.
(The following Member (at his own

request) to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes,
today.

f

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GANSKE. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 40 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, April 6, 2000, at 10
a.m.

f

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

6949. A letter from the Administrator,
Farm Service Agency, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—Amendments to Regulations Governing
the Peanut Quota and Price Support Pro-
grams (RIN: 0560–AF61) received February 22,
2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Agriculture.

6950. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view, Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Pink
Bollworm Regulated Areas [Docket No. 00–
009–1] received February 29, 2000, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

6951. A letter from the Chief, Programs and
Legislation Division, Office of Legislative
Liaison, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting notification that the Commander of
General Mitchell Air Reserve Base (ARB),
Wisconsin has conducted a cost comparison
of the Base Operating Support functions,
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 2461; to the Committee
on Armed Services.

6952. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development,
transmitting reports required by section 520
(a) and (b) of the Multifamily Assisted Hous-
ing Reform and Affordability Act of 1997; to
the Committee on Banking and Financial
Services.

6953. A letter from the President and
Chairman, Export-Import Bank of the United
States, transmitting a report involving U.S.
exports to Mexico, pursuant to 12 U.S.C.
635(b)(3)(i); to the Committee on Banking
and Financial Services.

6954. A letter from the Director, Office of
Management and Budget, transmitting the

OMB Cost Estimates For Pay-As-You-Go
Calculations; to the Committee on the Budg-
et.

6955. A letter from the Attorney Advisor,
National Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Anthropomorphic Test Dummy; Occupant
Crash Protection [Docket No. NHTSA–2000–
6940] (RIN: 2127–AG66) received February 29,
2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Commerce.

6956. A letter from the Director, Office of
Regulatory Management and Information,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule—Hazardous
Waste Management System; Identification
and Listing of Hazardous Waste [SW–FRL–
6541–1] received February 22, 2000, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Commerce.

6957. A letter from the Director, Office of
Regulatory Management and Information,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule—National Emis-
sion Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants
for Secondary Aluminum Producation [FRL–
6513–8] (RIN: 2060–AE77) received February 22,
2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Commerce.

6958. A letter from the Special Assistant to
the Bureau Chief, Mass Media Bureau, Fed-
eral Communications Commission, transmit-
ting the Commission’s final rule—Amend-
ment of Section 73.202(b), Table of Allot-
ments, FM Broadcast Stations (Mitchell, Ne-
braska) [MM Docket No. 99–164 RM–9598]
(Lovelock, Nevada) [MM Docket No. 99–165
RM–9599] (Elko, Nevada) [MM Docket No. 99–
166 RM–9600] received February 23, 2000, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Commerce.

6959. A letter from the Legal Advisor,
Cable Services Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s final rule—Implementation of the
Cable Television Consumer Protection and
Competition Act of 1992 [CS Docket No. 98–
82] Implementation of Cable Act Reform Pro-
visions of the Telecommunications Act of
1996 [CS Docket No. 96–85] Review of the
Commission’s Cable Attribution Rules—re-
ceived February 23, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Commerce.

6960. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the Department’s report on
PLO compliance, pursuant to Public Law
101–246, section 804(b) (104 Stat. 78); to the
Committee on International Relations.

6961. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting Copies of international
agreements, other than treaties, entered into
by the United States, pursuant to 1 U.S.C.
112b(a); to the Committee on International
Relations.

6962. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a
copy of D.C. Act 13–512, ‘‘Sense of the Coun-
cil Opposition to the Attorney General of the
United States Seeking in the Death Penality
for Crimes Committed in the District of Co-
lumbia Emergency Resolution of 2000’’ re-
ceived April 5, 2000, pursuant to D.C. Code
section 1–233(c)(1); to the Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform.

6963. A letter from the Chairman, Merit
Systems Protection Board, transmitting the
Board’s report entitled ‘‘Competing for Fed-
eral Jobs: Job Search Experience of New
Hires,’’ pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 1204(a)(3); to the
Committee on Government Reform.

6964. A letter from the Chairman, Merit
Systems Protection Board, transmitting the
Twenty-first Annual Report on the activities
of the Board during Fiscal Year 1999, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 1206; to the Committee on
Government Reform.

6965. A letter from the Administrator, Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, transmitting the calendar year 1999 re-
port on contractual actions to facilitate the
national defense, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1431;
to the Committee on Government Reform.

6966. A letter from the Director, Fish and
Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and
Plants; Delisting of the Dismal Swamp
Southeastern Shrew (Sorex longirostris
fisheri) (RIN: 1018–AF00) received February
24, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Resources.

6967. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Administrator For Fisheries, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, transmitting
the Administration’s final rule—Fisheries of
the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South At-
lantic; Reef Fish Fishery of the Gulf of Mex-
ico; Amendment 16A; OMB Control Numbers
[Docket No. 981229328–9249–02; I.D. 120998C]
(RIN: 0648–AK31) received February 24, 2000,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Resources.

6968. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule—
Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Off Alaska; Closures of Specified Groundfish
Fisheries in the Gulf of Alaska [Docket No.
000211039–0039–01; I.D. 021400D] received Feb-
ruary 24, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Resources.

6969. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, transmitting
the Administration’s final rule—Fisheries of
the Exclusive Economic Zone Off Alaska;
Final 2000 Harvest Specifications for Ground-
fish [Docket No. 000211039–0039–01; I.D.
111899A] received February 24, 2000, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Resources.

6970. A letter from the Marshal of the
Court, Supreme Court of the United States,
transmitting the Annual Report of the Mar-
shal of the Supreme Court; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

6971. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Amend-
ment to Class E Airspace: Leonardtown, MD
[Airspace Docket No. 99–AEA–13.FR] re-
ceived February 11, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

6972. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Amend-
ment to Class E Airspace; Fredericktown,
MO [Airspace Docket No. 99–ACE–47] re-
ceived February 11, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

6973. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Amend-
ment to Class E Airspace; Marshalltown, IA
[Airspace Docket No. 99–ACE–52] received
February 11, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

6974. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Estab-
lishment of Class E Airspace; Okeechobee,
FL [Airspace Docket No. 99–ASO–21] received
February 11, 2000, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

6975. A letter from the Program Analyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Stand-
ard Instrument Approach Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments [Docket No. 29928;
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Amdt. No. 1977] received February 29, 2000,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

6976. A letter from the Program Anaalyst,
FAA, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Stand-
ard Instrument Approach Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments [Docket No. 29927;
Amdt. No. 1976] received February 29, 2000,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

6977. A letter from the Secretary of Health
and Human Services, transmitting notifica-
tion of emergency funds made available
under the Low-Income Home Energy Assist-
ance Act of 1981 (42 U.S.C. 8623(g)); jointly to
the Committees on Commerce and Education
and the Workforce.

f

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. LEACH: Committee on Banking and
Financial Services. Supplemental report on
H.R. 1776. A bill to expand homeownership in
the United States (Rept. 106–553 Pt. 2).

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio: Committee on Rules.
House Resolution 460. Resolution providing
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 1776) to ex-
pand homeownership in the United States
(Rept. 106–562). Referred to the House Cal-
endar.

f

TIME LIMITATION OF REFERRED
BILL

Pursuant to clause 5 of rule X the fol-
lowing action was taken by the Speak-
er:

H.R. 3615. Referral to the Committee on
Commerce extended for a period ending not
later than April 6, 2000.

f

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions were introduced
and severally referred, as follows:

By Mr. HOYER:
H.R. 4180. A bill to authorize the Librarian

of Congress to establish certain programs
and activities of the Library of Congress as
programs to be administered through a re-
volving fund, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on House Administration.

By Mr. TURNER (for himself, Mr.
HORN, Mr. BURTON of Indiana, Mr.
WAXMAN, Mr. OWENS, Mrs. BIGGERT,
Mrs. MALONEY of New York, Mr. WAL-
DEN of Oregon, Mr. DAVIS of Virginia,
Mr. OSE, Mr. TANNER, Mr. DOGGETT,
Mr. MATSUI, Mr. SHAYS, Mr. MICA,
Mr. STENHOLM, Mrs. MORELLA, Mr.
THORNBERRY, Mr. GREEN of Texas,
Mr. WAMP, Mr. BENTSEN, Mr. HUTCH-
INSON, Mr. LAMPSON, Mr. BACHUS, Mr.
TIERNEY, Mr. PITTS, Mr. HALL of
Texas, and Mr. GILMAN):

H.R. 4181. A bill to amend title 31, United
States Code, to prohibit delinquent Federal
debtors from being eligible to enter into Fed-
eral contracts, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Government Reform, and in
addition to the Committee on Ways and
Means, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. CUNNINGHAM (for himself, Mr.
BALLENGER, Mr. KUYKENDALL, Mr.
DAVIS of Virginia, Mr. MORAN of Vir-
ginia, Mr. ROEMER, Mr. DOOLEY of
California, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. KIND, Mr.
OSE, Mr. HOEKSTRA, Mr. ADERHOLT,
Mr. PAUL, Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas,
Mr. ARMEY, Mr. EHRLICH, Mr. BLUNT,
Mr. GOODLING, Mr. BOEHNER, and Mr.
TANCREDO):

H.R. 4182. A bill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to clarify the treat-
ment of stock options under the Act; to the
Committee on Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. WU (for himself, Mrs. MORELLA,
Mr. HOLT, Mr. LAZIO, Mr. LARSON,
Mr. DOOLEY of California, Mr. MORAN
of Virginia, Mr. SMITH of Wash-
ington, Mr. ETHERIDGE, Mr. CROWLEY,
Mr. KIND, Mr. TIERNEY, Mr. KILDEE,
Mr. ANDREWS, and Mr. ROEMER):

H.R. 4183. A bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to es-
tablish a program for awarding next-genera-
tion technology grants to improve teaching
and learning in elementary and secondary
schools, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. COX (for himself, Mr. DREIER,
Mr. DAVIS of Virginia, and Mr. SAM
JOHNSON of Texas):

H.R. 4184. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to implement the rec-
ommendation of the National Taxpayer Ad-
vocate that the depreciable life of computer
software correspond to its actual useful life;
to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. ANDREWS:
H.R. 4185. A bill to direct the Secretary of

the Army to establish a program to market
dredged material; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. ANDREWS:
H.R. 4186. A bill to direct the Secretary of

Transportation to require the use of dredged
material in the construction of federally
funded transportation projects; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

By Mr. CALVERT (for himself, Mrs.
BONO, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. HUNTER,
Mr. BACA, Mr. LEWIS of California,
Mr. GARY MILLER of California, and
Mr. PACKARD):

H.R. 4187. A bill to assist in the establish-
ment of an interpretive center and museum
in the vicinity of the Diamond Valley Lake
in southern California to ensure the protec-
tion and interpretation of the paleontology
discoveries made at the lake and to develop
a trail system for the lake for use by pedes-
trians and nonmotorized vehicles; to the
Committee on Resources.

By Mr. COLLINS:
H.R. 4188. A bill to amend title 13, United

States Code, to provide that the penalty for
refusing or neglecting to answer one or more
of the questions on a decennial census sched-
ule shall not apply, so long as all of the
short-form questions on such schedule have
been answered; to the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform.

By Mr. DEFAZIO:
H.R. 4189. A bill to direct the Secretary of

Transportation to carry out a vessel
scapping and processing pilot program in the
United States; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. HILLEARY:
H.R. 4190. A bill to amend title 23, United

States Code, relating to the Federal share
for reconstruction of a road and causeway in
Shiloh Military Park in Hardin County, Ten-
nessee; to the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure.

By Mr. HOEKSTRA (for himself, Mr.
BARCIA, Mr. EHLERS, Mr. UPTON, Mr.
SMITH of Michigan, and Mr. CAMP):

H.R. 4191. A bill to require the issuance of
regulations pursuant to the National
Invasive Species Act of 1996 to assure, to the
maximum extent practicable, that vessels
entering the Great Lakes do not discharge
ballast water that introduces or spreads non-
indigenous aquatic species and treat such
ballast water and its sediments through the
most effective and efficient techniques avail-
able, including sterilization, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

By Mrs. JOHNSON of Connecticut (for
herself, Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts,
and Mr. MATSUI):

H.R. 4192. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to prevent the use of rein-
surance with foreign persons to enable do-
mestic nonlife insurance companies to evade
United States income taxation; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. ROGAN:
H.R. 4193. A bill to provide double damages

for malicious, frivolous, or vexatious suits
against Federal law enforcement officers
surviving widows and widowers; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. ROGAN (for himself, Mr.
DELAHUNT, and Mr. HYDE):

H.R. 4194. A bill to amend section 7A of the
Clayton Act to remove the notification re-
quirement applicable to acquisitions of vot-
ing securities and assets that have relatively
small value; to modify filing fees applicable
to notifications filed under such section, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. SCHAFFER:
H.R. 4195. A bill to protect Social Security

and provide for repayment of the Federal
debt; to the Committee on the Budget, and
in addition to the Committees on Ways and
Means, and Rules, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. SIMPSON (for himself, Mr. GIB-
BONS, Mr. WALDEN of Oregon, Mrs.
CHENOWETH-HAGE, and Mr. SCHAF-
FER):

H.R. 4196. A bill to subject the United
States to imposition of fees and costs in pro-
ceedings relating to State water rights adju-
dications; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. STUPAK:
H.R. 4197. A bill to authorize the Secretary

of Transportation to make a grant to the
Traverse City Area Public School District
for demolition and removal of a structure at
former Coast Guard property located in Tra-
verse City, Michigan; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Mrs. MORELLA (for herself, Mr.
PALLONE, Mr. LUTHER, Mr.
FALEOMAVAEGA, Mrs. MINK of Hawaii,
Mr. PASTOR, Mr. TOWNS, and Mr.
WEXLER):

H. Con. Res. 298. Concurrent resolution
congratulating the people and Government
of Sri Lanka on the success of the recent
Presidential election despite terrorist at-
tacks, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on International Relations.

By Mr. WATKINS (for himself and Mr.
DELAHUNT):

H. Con. Res. 299. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing fragile X as the most common in-
herited cause of mental retardation and as a
powerful research model for other disorders,
urging increased funding for research, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce.

By Mr. FILNER (for himself, Mr. POR-
TER, Mr. PALLONE, Ms. ESHOO, Mr.
BONIOR, Mr. WOLF, and Mr. SMITH of
New Jersey):
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H. Res. 461. A resolution calling for the im-

mediate and unconditional release from pris-
on of certain Kurdish members of the Par-
liament of the Republic of Turkey and for
the prompt recognition by the Government
of the Republic of Turkey of full cultural and
language rights for the Kurdish people with-
in its borders; to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations.

By Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin (for him-
self, Mr. SHAYS, Mr. MEEHAN, Mr.
CAPUANO, Mr. NADLER, Mrs.
MORELLA, Mr. BERMAN, Mr. DOGGETT,
Mr. LANTOS, Mr. FRANK of Massachu-
setts, Mr. WAXMAN, Mr. METCALF, Mr.
EVANS, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Mr. GANSKE, Ms. HOOLEY
of Oregon, Mr. LUTHER, and Mr. BUR-
TON of Indiana):

H. Res. 462. A resolution directing the
Clerk of the House of Representatives to post
on the official public Internet site of the
House of Representatives all lobbying reg-
istrations and reports filed with the Clerk
under the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. STEARNS (for himself, Mr.
DOOLITTLE, Mr. HOSTETTLER, Mr.
BARR of Georgia, Mr. COBURN, Mr.
DEMINT, Mr. PAUL, and Mrs.
CHENOWETH-HAGE):

H. Res. 463. A resolution expressing the dis-
approval of the House of Representatives re-
garding Presidential circumvention of the
legislative authority of the Congress to set
public policy; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

f

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows:

H.R. 218: Mr. NETHERCUTT and Mr.
MCHUGH.

H.R. 329: Mr. SHIMKUS.
H.R. 355: Mr. CRAMER.
H.R. 492: Mr. GREENWOOD.
H.R. 583: Mr. CRAMER.
H.R. 810: Mr. MASCARA.
H.R. 828: Mr. FROST.
H.R. 912: Mr. ANDREWS.
H.R. 1020: Mr. ROHRABACHER and Mr. CLY-

BURN.
H.R. 1044: Mr. MCINNIS and Mr. HOEKSTRA.
H.R. 1071: Mr. CONDIT.
H.R. 1216: Ms. SLAUGHTER.
H.R. 1271: Mr. MOORE, Mr. ENGEL, and Mr.

MINGE.
H.R. 1366: Mr. PAUL, Mrs. CHENOWETH-

HAGE, Mr. DOOLITTLE, and Mr. BRADY of
Texas.

H.R. 1371: Mr. OWENS.
H.R. 1445: Mr. SNYDER.
H.R. 1523: Mr. SKEEN, Mr. STUMP, Mr. RYUN

of Kansas, Mrs. EMERSON, Mr. THUNE, and
Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland.

H.R. 1577: Mr. ISAKSON.
H.R. 1623: Mr. BECERRA.
H.R. 1625: Mr. TURNER and Mr. UDALL of

Colorado.
H.R. 1704: Mr. ANDREWS.
H.R. 1798: Ms. DEGETTE.
H.R. 2077: Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California

and Ms. LEE.
H.R. 2141: Mr. ANDREWS.
H.R. 2149: Mr. UDALL of New Mexico and

Mr. SAWYER.

H.R. 2265: Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon.
H.R. 2289: Mr. DEUTSCH.
H.R. 2494: Mr. HILLEARY.
H.R. 2579: Mr. TRAFICANT.
H.R. 2631: Mr. DIXON, Mr. JACKSON of Illi-

nois, Ms. DANNER, Mr. QUINN, Mr. COOK, Mr.
ANDREWS, Ms. LEE, and Mr. ALLEN.

H.R. 2720: Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. FROST, and Mr.
MCDERMOTT.

H.R. 2736: Mr. BROWN of Ohio, Mr. MEEHAN,
Mr. FARR of California, Mr. DOOLEY of Cali-
fornia, Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon, Ms. SANCHEZ,
Mrs. TUSCHER, Mr. REYES, Ms. STABENOW,
Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. MORAN of Virginia,
Ms. BROWN of Florida, and Mr. HOYER.

H.R. 2892: Mr. NUSSLE.
H.R. 2899: Mr. OLVER and Mr. LANTOS.
H.R. 2900: Mr. SERRANO, Mr. MOAKLEY, Mr.

EVANS, Mr. MEEKS of New York, Mrs. MCCAR-
THY of New York, Mr. RUSH, Mr. MATSUI, and
Ms. NORTON.

H.R. 2917: Mr. ENGEL.
H.R. 3100: Mr. GANSKE, Mr. LUCAS of Ken-

tucky, Mr. MEEKS of New York, and Mr.
BRADY of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 3177: Mr. BONIOR.
H.R. 3192: Mr. RAMSTAD, Mr. THOMPSON of

Mississippi, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. MATSUI, Mr.
STARK, Mr. GREEN of Texas, and Mr. ABER-
CROMBIE.

H.R. 3193: Mr. PALLONE, Mr. TANCREDO, Mr.
MCINTYRE, Mr. ANDREWS, and Mr. WALSH.

H.R. 3212: Mr. HALL of Texas.
H.R. 3235: Mr. CAMPBELL and Mr. WEYGAND.
H.R. 3306: Mrs. CHENOWETH-HAGE.
H.R. 3485: Mr. SESSIONS and Mrs. MEEK of

Florida.
H.R. 3489: Mr. STEARNS.
H.R. 3494: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY.
H.R. 3545: Mr. GEJDENSON and Mr. WAXMAN.
H.R. 3573: Mr. CUMMINGS and Ms. LEE.
H.R. 3575: Ms. DELAURO.
H.R. 3582: Mrs. BIGGERT and Mr. TURNER.
H.R. 3590: Mr. GOODE.
H.R. 3613: Ms. DEGETTE, Mrs. CAPPS, and

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY.
H.R. 3625: Mr. KINGSTON, Mr. HERGER, Mr.

OSE, and Mr. BAKER.
H.R. 3634: Mr. CONYERS, Mr. ACKERMAN, Ms.

EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas and Mrs.
CAPPS.

H.R. 3650: Mr. FARR of California, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. MATSUI, and Mr. SABO.

H.R. 3656: Mr. UDALL of Colorado and Mr.
TALENT.

H.R. 3673: Mr. COX. Mr. DREIER, Mr. STU-
PAK, Mr. GOSS, Mr. SPENCE, Mr. HYDE, and
Mr. BURTON of Indiana.

H.R. 3698: Mr. FLETCHER, Mr. LATOURETTE,
Mr. BRYANT, Mr. RANDANOVICH, Mr. FARR of
California, Mr. UPTON, Mr. MCKEON, Mr.
BENTSEN, and Mr. SHAYS.

H.R. 3705: Mr. UDALL of Colorado, Ms. CAR-
SON, Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon, and Ms. MCKIN-
NEY.

H.R. 3710: Ms. KILPATRICK, Ms. BERKLEY,
and Ms. LEE.

H.R. 3798: Ms. BALDWIN.
H.R. 3806: Mr. ROHRABACHER and Mr.

UNDERWOOD.
H.R. 3819: Mr. UDALL of Colorado, Mr. BOU-

CHER, Mr. EHLERS, Mr. GUTIERREZ, and Mr.
COOK.

H.R. 3825: Mr. JEFFERSON.
H.R. 3826: Mr. WAXMAN.
H.R. 3873: Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr.

BALDACCI, and Mr. EVANS.
H.R. 3884: Mr. WISE and Mr. OWENS.

H.R. 3885: Mr. CLAY, Mr. MASCARA, Mr. PE-
TERSON of Pennsylvania, Mr. STARK, Mrs.
BIGGERT, and Mr. MURTHA.

H.R. 3891: Mr. PAYNE.
H.R. 3916: Mr. HERGER and Mr. DEAL of

Georgia.
H.R. 3983: Mrs. TAUSCHER and Mr. CRAMER.
H.R. 3998: Mr. STUPAK.
H.R. 4025: Mr. EWING.
H.R. 4029: Mr. LARSON and Mrs. KELLY.
H.R. 4033: Mr. BATEMAN, Ms. PELOSI, Mr.

UDALL of New Mexico, Mrs. KELLY, Mrs.
FOWLER, and Mr. PHELPS.

H.R. 4040: Mr. KASICH, Mr. FROST, and Ms.
DANNER.

H.R. 4049: Mr. TURNER.
H.R. 4051: Mr. YOUNG of Alaska.
H.R. 4066: Ms. PELOSI, Ms. RIVERS, and Mr.

OWENS.
H.R. 4069: Mr. STARK, Mr. RYAN of Wis-

consin, Ms. LOFGREN, and Mr. EVANS.
H.R. 4082: Mr. BARCIA, Mr. SKELTON, Mr.

WICKER, Mr. LARGENT, and Mr. COBURN.
H.R. 4085: Mr. BARR of Georgia.
H.R. 4102: Mr. DELAY.
H.R. 4108: Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, Mr.

TRAFICANT, and Mr. GREEN of Texas.
H.R. 4154: Mr. BARTON of Texas.
H. Con. Res. 115: Mr. BACA.
H. Con. Res. 251: Mr. BEREUTER, Mr. ROHR-

ABACHER, Mr. OBERSTAR, Mr. DOOLITTLE, Mr.
KUCINICH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER, Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin, Mr.
KLECZKA, and Mr. LIPINSKI.

H. Con. Res. 259: Mr. HINCHEY, Mr. NEAL of
Massachusetts, Mr. MCNULTY, Mr. MATSUI,
Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, and Mr. MCGOV-
ERN.

H. Con. Res. 262: Mr. WU.
H. Con. Res. 275: Ms. DANNER and Mr.

GEJDENSON.
H. Con. Res. 276: Mr. GUTIERREZ.
H. Con. Res. 297: Mr. MCNULTY, Mr.

BLAGOJEVICH, and Mr. ROHRABACHER.
H. Res. 398: Mr. PALLONE, Mr. CROWLEY,

Mr. HOLT, Mr. HORN, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. FORBES,
Mr. ROGAN, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. BILIRAKIS,
Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island, Mrs.
TAUSCHER, Mr. TIERNEY, Mr. CAPUANO, Mr.
KILDEE, Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey, Mr.
MCNULTY, Mr. ROTHMAN, Mr. KLECZKA, Mr.
ANDREWS, Mr. HOYER, Mr. WEINER, Mr.
STARK, Mr. WAXMAN, Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mr. DINGELL, Mrs. KELLY, Mr.
SAXTON, Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri, Mrs.
MALONEY of New York, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr.
SOUDER, Mr. BROWN of Ohio, Mrs. MORELLA,
Mr. COSTELLO, Mr. ROYCE, and Mr. LIPINSKI.

H. Res. 414: Mr. WEXLER, Mr. BACA, Mr.
FRANK of Massachusetts, Ms. HOOLEY of Or-
egon, and Mr. FROST.

H. Res. 415: Mr. ROMERO-BARCELO
´
.

H. Res. 420: Mr. OLVER.
H. Res. 437: Mr. MOAKLEY and Mrs. FOWLER.
H. Res. 458: Mr. VITTER, Mr. JOHN, Mr. KA-

SICH, Mr. MORAN of Virginia, and Mr. FROST.

f

DELETIONS OF SPONSORS FROM
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions as follows:

H.R. 4011: Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN.
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Senate
The Senate met at 9:31 a.m. and was

called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. THURMOND).

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

As we pray today, we remember
Booker T. Washington, born on this
day. Once a slave, he became an out-
standing American reformer, educator,
and writer. His life emulated one of his
most significant statements: ‘‘I am de-
termined to permit no man to narrow
or degrade my soul by making me hate
him.’’

Let us pray.
Almighty God, Lord of history, You

call great leaders and anoint them with
supernatural power to lead in times of
social distress when Your righteous-
ness and justice must be reestablished.
We praise You, O God, for the life and
leadership of Booker T. Washington in
the cause of racial justice. You gave
him a dream of equality and oppor-
tunity for all people which You empow-
ered him to declare as a clarion call to
all America. As we honor the memory
of this truly great man and courageous
American, we ask You to cleanse any
prejudice from our hearts and help us
to press on in the battle to assure the
equality of education, housing, job op-
portunities, advancement, and social
status for all people regardless of race
or creed. May this Senate be distin-
guished by its leadership in this ongo-
ing challenge to assure the rights of all
people in this free land. Amen.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable WAYNE ALLARD, a
Senator from the State of Colorado, led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
acting majority leader is recognized.
f

SCHEDULE

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, today
the Senate will resume consideration
of Senate Concurrent Resolution 101,
the budget resolution.

By previous order, there will be 90
minutes of debate on the Hutchison-
Robb amendment equally divided be-
tween the two managers. Following the
debate, there will be two back-to-back
votes at 11 a.m. The Robb second-de-
gree amendment regarding prescription
drugs will be the first vote, to be fol-
lowed by the vote on the Hutchison
amendment regarding the marriage tax
penalty.

Other amendments will be offered
throughout the day, and therefore Sen-
ators may expect rollcall votes during
today’s session. There are approxi-
mately 20 hours of debate remaining on
the resolution.

I thank my colleagues for their at-
tention.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Senator from Nevada.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I want to
make sure we have 45 minutes on each
side. The vote will not occur right at 11
o’clock.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered.
f

FISCAL YEAR 2001 BUDGET—
Resumed

Pending:
Hutchison/Ashcroft amendment No. 2914,

to express the sense of the Senate to provide
for relief from the marriage penalty tax.

Robb amendment No. 2915 (to amendment
No. 2914), to condition Senate consideration
of any tax cut reconciliation legislation on
previous enactment of legislation to provide
an outpatient prescription drug benefit
under the Medicare program that is con-
sistent with Medicare reform.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Who
yields time?

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I
yield 5 minutes to the Senator from
Minnesota.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Senator from Minnesota is recognized.

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I
thank my colleague from New Jersey.

Let me first of all commend Senator
ROBB of Virginia. I think what he has
done out here on the floor of the Sen-
ate is very important for our country,
and not just for senior citizens. He sub-
mitted an amendment that would
make it out of order for the Senate to
consider a reconciliation bill that
spends on-budget surplus on tax cuts
unless Congress has already enacted
legislation establishing an outpatient
Medicare prescription drug benefit.

I come here to the floor of the Senate
to congratulate Senator ROBB and to
speak for senior citizens in Minnesota.

If we are about legislation that is im-
portant to people’s lives, if we want to
be here to represent the people in our
States, there is no more important
amendment for us to pass. This isn’t
where the rubber meets the road, but it
is all about the general direction for
the Senate, and the direction Senator
ROBB’s amendment calls is to make
sure we make a commitment to fund-
ing prescription drug coverage for sen-
ior citizens in this country.

In the State of Minnesota, on the
basis of hearings I have attended, on
the basis of conversations and meet-
ings—some of them incredibly heart-
felt and incredibly painful—with elder-
ly citizens in my State, there is no
more important thing we can do than
to pass this amendment and to once
and for all cover prescription drug ben-
efits for senior citizens.

First of all, in the State of Min-
nesota, because of a very unfair and, I
argue, even discriminatory Medicare
reimbursement to our managed-care
plans and to our seniors, we have in our
State only one-third of senior citizens
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receiving any kind of prescription drug
coverage at all. Two-thirds of the sen-
ior citizens in Minnesota don’t have
any coverage whatsoever. I think in
the country it is about one-third. But
in our State it is an acute problem; it
is a problem of crisis proportion.

Second of all, as a result of that, it is
not uncommon to meet seniors who,
even when the doctor gives them a pre-
scription, can’t fill the prescription be-
cause they don’t have the money, or
they cut the pills into thirds or into
halves, all of which is dangerous. I
have met all of those senior citizens. I
have been in these conversations with
senior citizens about this. It is not un-
common to meet people who spend $300
or $400 a month to meet their prescrip-
tion drug costs and at the same time
their total monthly income is $1,000—
all the while, in the pharmaceutical in-
dustry, the costs have gone up 17 per-
cent a year over the past couple of
years, and they are projected to go up
again. The pharmaceutical industry
rakes in record—I argue exorbitant, I
argue obscene—profits.

But for today, what is so important
about the Robb amendment is that if
we want to do something to really
make a difference in the lives of people
we represent, we must expand Medicare
and provide this coverage.

My colleagues on the Republican side
want to go forward with tax cuts, many
of which go to higher income people
least in need. They seem to believe it is
not an appropriate role for Government
or the Senate to provide prescription
drug coverage as a part of what Medi-
care is all about.

I think the vast majority of people in
the country believe that when it comes
to certain pressing issues of their lives,
there is a positive role Government can
play. This is a perfect example to make
sure people do not go without the very
prescription drugs they need, which is
so essential to their health. That is
what is so important about this amend-
ment.

When my Republican colleagues say
they want to limit this to low-income
senior citizens, I just want to say what
has made Medicare and Social Security
work is that it is a universal coverage
program. It commands broad support.
This is about building on Medicare.
This isn’t going back to means-tested
programs which quite often become
poor programs.

Just because a senior citizen in Min-
nesota or Virginia or Massachusetts
has an income of $17,000 a year or
$18,000 a year, it does not mean he or
she or both of them are not in need of
some help so they can purchase the
prescription drugs that are so impor-
tant to their health.

This is a very important amendment.
I am tired of the Minnesotans having
to go to Canada to purchase prescrip-
tion drugs they can afford. I am tired
of the Minnesota Senior Federation,
which is a courageous, gutsy grassroots
organization, having to raise Cain over
and over and over again about the fact

that so many senior citizens are not
able to afford the prescription drugs
they need for their health.

‘‘All politics,’’ Tip O’Neill said, ‘‘is
local.’’ I argue all politics is also per-
sonal. Having been the child of parents,
both of whom have passed away with
Parkinson’s disease, I know what drugs
such as L-Dopa and Sinemet cost.

There is no more important thing we
can do if we want to get real, if we
want to respond to what our constitu-
ents need, than to pass this Robb
amendment.

I thank the Senator from Virginia for
his leadership. I yield the floor.

Mr. REID. The Senator from North
Dakota is allotted 5 minutes.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, this
budget is brought to the floor as part
of an annual ritual. The ritual in the
Senate is to debate budget priorities. It
is about making choices.

One hundred years from now we will
all be gone. We will not be around, but
historians can look back at this day,
and by evaluating what we viewed to
be important and what we wanted to
spend money on, they can evaluate
what our priorities were. Did we feel
health care was a priority? Was edu-
cation a priority? Were tax cuts a pri-
ority?

Let’s look at the choices. This budget
is brought to the floor suggesting that
a significant priority is to provide tax
cuts, the benefit of which go largely to
upper-income folks in this country.
The Senator from Virginia, Mr. ROBB,
offers a different set of priorities. He
says: Let’s not have these tax cut pro-
posals move forward until and unless
there is a prescription drug benefit
added to the Medicare program.

I happen to think we ought not have
tax cuts until we have made a signifi-
cant payment toward reducing the Fed-
eral debt. I also believe, with the Sen-
ator from Virginia, that we ought to
have a benefit for prescription drugs in
the Medicare program.

That is what this debate is about—it
is about making choices. What are the
right choices? I have held hearings in
six States with the Democratic Policy
Committee on the issue of prescription
drugs and Medicare. Let me tell Mem-
bers about choices senior citizens are
making. The Senator from Virginia
suggests we are about to make the
wrong choice unless we adopt his
amendment. I agree with him. Let’s
make the right choice.

Let me describe the choices senior
citizens are making. At a hearing in
Dickinson, ND, Dr. James
Baumgartner told me of a patient of
his on Medicare who had surgery for
breast cancer. He told her about the
prescription drug she would have to
take to reduce the chances of recur-
rence of breast cancer. She said: Doc-
tor, I can’t do that. I don’t have the
money to buy those prescription drugs.
I’m just going to have to take my
chances.

That is a choice. Not a good choice,
but a forced choice because there is no

coverage for prescription drugs in
Medicare.

How about the choice of buying food?
At another hearing in Illinois, a
woman told me that where she goes to
the grocery store, the pharmacy
counter is at the back end of the store.
She must go to the rear of the store to
buy her prescription drugs, first, be-
cause only then will this older woman
know how much money she has left for
food. She must buy her prescription
drugs first because only then will she
know what she can afford to pay for
her food.

That is a choice she had to make.
At another hearing, a fellow told me

that he pays $2,400 for medicine. He is
living on a fixed income in retirement.
He said: I eat spaghetti sometimes 8
and 9 days in a row because I can’t af-
ford anything else, and still be able to
pay for my prescription medicine.

That is a choice. Not a good one but
a choice.

Or transplant recipients at a hearing
in Illinois. We had two people with
heart transplants and one with a dou-
ble lung transplant. One of them said
her prescription drugs costs $24,000 a
year.

That person could probably make a
choice of having the rejection of her
transplants, but that is not much of a
choice either, is it?

Or the woman in New York at the
hearing I held. Connie, from Rye
Brook, NY, has no prescription drug
coverage and is forced to pay out-of-
pocket costs she cannot afford. She
said: I cut the pill in half and take half
the dosage so it lasts twice as long.

That, too, is a choice. Not a good
choice.

All over the country, senior citizens
are having to make these choices. They
are not good choices because we don’t
have a prescription drug benefit in the
Medicare program.

Senator ROBB from Virginia has said
in his amendment that we ought to
make it a priority to do the right
thing. He is dead right. We have a re-
sponsibility to add a prescription drug
benefit to this Medicare program. This
is the time and the place to make that
choice. This vote will determine what
that choice is going to be.

I yield the floor.
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I yield 1

minute to the Senator from Virginia.
Following his statement, I yield 5 min-
utes off of our 45 minutes, or whatever
time is remaining, to Senator KENNEDY
from Massachusetts, and then 5 min-
utes on the bill for a total of 10 min-
utes to Senator KENNEDY.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia.

Mr. ROBB. Mr. President, I first
thank the Senator from Minnesota and
the Senator from North Dakota for
their statements.

The bottom line is this particular
provision in the resolution before the
Senate locks in as a matter of law a
permanent tax cut that would gobble
up all but 2 percent of the on-budget
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surplus that is available. No matter
how much we talk about the desire to
do something in terms of prescription
drugs for seniors, after the stories we
hear about choosing between food and
medicine, the bottom line is we lock in
a tax cut and we take all the money
that would otherwise be available. Not-
withstanding the expressed good inten-
tions, it just won’t work.

This is a matter of priorities.
I am delighted to yield to the distin-

guished Senator from Massachusetts.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Massachusetts.
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ex-

press appreciation to Senator ROBB for
his leadership in bringing the Senate to
where we are this morning with an op-
portunity to vote at 11 o’clock on
whether we will put the seniors in this
country ahead of an unwise tax cut at
this time.

A budget is about national priorities.
This amendment says to the American
people that prescription drug coverage
under Medicare is as high a priority for
the Senate as it is for the American
people. This amendment says health
care for the elderly is more important
than tax cuts for the wealthy.

Without this amendment, this Re-
publican budget resolution has its pri-
orities backwards. It says the first pri-
ority is tax cuts.

Yesterday, my friend and colleague,
the distinguished chairman of the Sen-
ate Budget Committee, and I engaged
in a discussion of this point. I asked
the chairman if there was any guar-
antee in the budget instructions that
we will have prescription drugs on the
floor by September 31, which is effec-
tively the last week of Congress. This
is what my honorable friend said: No,
there is no guarantee.

He went on to say that under the res-
olution a prescription drug bill could
be brought to the floor without a budg-
et point of order being lodged against
it after September 1.

That is an empty promise. Such a bill
would still be subject to a filibuster. It
would still require 60 votes to even get
to the floor if any Senator objected to
its consideration. It would still have to
be called up by the majority leader or
offered as an amendment if there was a
suitable vehicle. If by some miracle it
did get to the floor, an unlimited num-
ber of amendments could be offered,
and it would still be subject to a num-
ber of restrictions that I will discuss in
a moment.

Compare that to the tax bill. It is re-
quired to be reported by the Senate Fi-
nance Committee no later than Sep-
tember 22—not permitted, required. It
cannot be filibustered under Senate
rules. Debate is limited, in terms of the
total hours, to 50 hours. It requires
only 50 votes to pass.

Of course, we know the majority
party is absolutely committed to pass
a tax bill, but this budget resolution
makes it abundantly clear there is no
similar commitment to Medicare drug
coverage. It is that plain and simple.

There are two different standards,
make no mistake about it—one stand-
ard for the tax, and an entirely dif-
ferent one for prescription drugs. I
daresay the one on the prescription
drugs is illustrated by the language of
the resolution itself. It says that, in
the Senate, the budgetary limits may
be adjusted and allocated and may be
revised by legislation reported by the
Committee on Finance to provide a
prescription drug benefit. ‘‘May be’’ is
optional. That is different from where
it says the Senate Finance Committee
shall report to the Senate on the tax
bill.

So we have not only the require-
ments that it ‘‘may be’’ rather than
‘‘shall’’ with regard to prescription
drugs, but we have the whole procedure
in the Senate that will permit filibus-
ters in bringing it up, in debating it on
the floor of the Senate. It will require
60 votes to be able to get to a final res-
olution as compared to 50 votes for the
tax bill. That is dramatically different.

What we are saying with the Robb
amendment is let us pass the prescrip-
tion drug bill first and then consider
the tax cut afterwards.

In the remaining time, I want to
mention one additional item. This par-
ticular prescription drug proposal, as I
mentioned, is a 3-year proposal, even if
they are able to jump through the
hoops that I have mentioned. Let’s say
we are able to consider the bill; let’s
say we are able to get the majority
leader to call it up. It is very difficult
to get any measure that we can amend,
as we have seen over the course of this
time, but let’s say we get the majority
leader to call it up. And let’s say we
have the 60 votes to get cloture. It is
only for 3 years. Beyond that, you only
get a continuation of that program if
we find the solvency of the Medicare
fund, and there is going to be a com-
plete revamping of the Medicare pro-
gram without using any general funds
in order to stabilize the Medicare sys-
tem. Here we find, again, the condi-
tions that have to be realized before we
are able to extend it.

The tax cut is permanent. Do we un-
derstand? The tax cut is permanent. It
is virtually automatic. Once this bill
passes, there will be a requirement
that the tax bill be on the floor of the
Senate in September. But this prescrip-
tion drug proposal has to jump through
all the hoops for the first 3 years, and
even if we jump through the hoops for
the first 3 years, we have to go back
through the hoops over the remaining 2
years. It is not permanent as is the tax
bill.

Finally, I want to once again review
about whom we are talking and what
the costs are in terms of the prescrip-
tion drugs. Yesterday I tried to point
out, as has been mentioned here, a
third of American seniors do not have
any coverage and another third are los-
ing it dramatically. In the last 3 years,
we have seen a 25-percent drop in cov-
erage. If you take the drops in 1998 and
1999, it shows it is going right on down,

and the costs of Medigap are going
through the ceiling. The HMOs are set-
ting limits that make it difficult if not
virtually impossible for senior citizens
to get the protections they earned.

Who are these senior citizens? Look
at this chart here and we see what the
income is for senior citizens, the retir-
ees, the men and women who fought in
the World Wars, brought this country
out of the Depression, and have made it
the great Nation it is. Mr. President, 57
percent of them have incomes below
$15,000; 21 percent below $25,000. That is
almost 80 percent of our senior citi-
zens, those with incomes below $25,000.
Then it continues on with only 7 per-
cent at $50,000 or over. Many would say
that is just middle income. Certainly,
if you have some children at school,
$50,000 is considered to be middle in-
come. We are talking about individuals
who are hard pressed. These are men
and women who made the country and
now are dependent upon these prescrip-
tion drugs in order to be able to sur-
vive.

Finally, we see in this chart what it
is costing these elderly citizens. For so
many of the moderate-income bene-
ficiaries, typical drug costs versus
their income—when you look at about
150 percent of poverty, that is almost
the median income for senior citizens
in this country. Look at this chart of
what it costs for these routine illnesses
and sicknesses of our elderly people.
Every elderly person either is in danger
of, or fears, or has osteoporosis and
heart trouble, high blood pressure, ir-
regular heartbeat——

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time
of the Senator has expired.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I yield the
Senator from Massachusetts 2 minutes
off of the bill.

Mr. KENNEDY. High blood pressure,
heart disease. This is the typical cost
in 1 year. This is the percent of their
income they are paying: 20 percent, 26
percent, 31 percent, 40 percent, 240 per-
cent of their income.

This is just for prescription drugs.
This is not for any other medical ex-
penses. That is more than they are
spending, in many instances, for their
rent, their food, their clothing, and
their other necessities.

As we see this issue, there is nothing
more important—preserving our Social
Security and preserving Medicare—
than prescription drug protection for
senior citizens. I believe we ought to be
able to shape a program that will be
universal, that will have the cata-
strophic as well as the basic, and that
will be affordable for individuals as
well as the Federal Government.

What we are saying is let’s debate
that issue. Let’s have an opportunity
for the Senate to take action on that
issue prior to the time we go to these
massive tax breaks. That is what this
Robb amendment is all about, putting
our seniors first. I hope our colleagues
will join in supporting it.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.
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Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent the time this morning
that has been charged to the resolu-
tion, which I think is about 7 minutes,
not be counted to the 45 minutes of
time on the side of the minority.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection? Without objection, it is so
ordered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I yield 7
minutes to the Senator from Massa-
chusetts.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts.

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I applaud
my colleague from Massachusetts for
his tremendous leadership on this sub-
ject and for having just pointed out the
realities of the situation we find our-
selves in on the floor of the Senate. It
is hard for anybody, rationally, to
think about the problems our seniors
face in this country and then measure
those problems against what the Re-
publican majority is presenting the
country in its budget resolution.

I do not understand the rationale. I
do not understand how they can come
to the floor prepared to guarantee the
wealthiest Americans are going to get
an extraordinary tax cut. That is abso-
lutely cast in stone. That is going to
happen. They saw to it in this budget
resolution that there is a certainty as
to the tax cut. But at the same time
they saw to it that there is no cer-
tainty with respect to senior citizens
having an opportunity that we take
care of their needs for prescription
drugs. Their budget pays lipservice to
the critical issue of helping seniors af-
ford medications that are prescribed by
their doctors.

If you measure this, the budget reso-
lution provides a tax cut of over $150
billion over 5 years. Those tax cuts will
require we pay $18 billion more in in-
terest payments. So when you add the
interest payments to the tax cuts
themselves, you have virtually the
amount of the entire non-Social Secu-
rity surplus that is going to be taken
off the table and given back. But what
is extraordinary is their focus. Here is
a major problem. There is not one of
us, as Senators, who does not go home
to our States and find countless num-
bers of citizens come to us and say: I
cannot afford to buy drugs. I have to
choose between paying rent or food and
buying the prescription drugs I need to
be healthy.

We have citizens who are piling into
buses going to Mexico and Canada to
buy drugs, and yet ‘‘our’’ fixation, the
fixation of the majority is to abso-
lutely guarantee that the wealthiest
people in America who have done the
best over the last 15 to 20 years are ab-
solutely going to get a tax cut, but the
neediest people in America who need
help with prescription drugs, who are
paying thousands of dollars a year and
are on a fixed income and cannot afford
it, have no guarantee in this budget
that they are going to have the Senate
produce a prescription drug benefit.

There is some lipservice to $40 bil-
lion, but as my colleague from Massa-

chusetts pointed out, there is no guar-
antee we are ever going to see legisla-
tion.

Why is it that there is an absolute
certainty as to the tax cut, an absolute
guarantee that people who have done
the best are going to be helped but peo-
ple who are the most needy are not
going to be helped? The Senate ought
to be committed to addressing the im-
portance of working families receiving
this kind of help.

Why is that so important? It ought to
be obvious to every Member of the Sen-
ate. When Medicare was created in 1965,
the biggest cost concern for patients
was a long stay in the hospital. Today,
particularly because of the wonders of
modern medicine and the bio-
technology revolution, patients who
once needed surgery now can take
drugs; patients who once needed exten-
sive stays in hospitals are now able to
take wonder drugs of the modern age
to lower cholesterol, lower blood pres-
sure, stabilize weak hearts, and do ex-
traordinary things, but they cost a lot
of money.

There has been a remarkable cost-
shifting process. It used to be that if
one went to the hospital to have an op-
eration and stayed in the hospital, in-
surance took care of the stay. But now
the hospital stay and the long period of
convalescence has been supplanted by
the miracle drug, and the cost has
shifted from the insurance to the indi-
vidual, and most of these individuals
are not able to afford it.

Take, for instance, a highly effective
drug for hypertension. Sixty percent of
the people over the age of 65 have hy-
pertension. The fact is, highly effective
drugs to control this typically cost
about $40 a month. They greatly reduce
the potential of stroke. A stroke, obvi-
ously, requires rehab time in hospitals
and a variety of in-house costs and
services to the medical system. If we
can prevent that from happening, we
save the system money. But if that
cost shifting is to the individual who is
on a fixed income, they get stuck with
the problem.

Prescription drug expenditures in the
United States—and I ask my colleagues
to focus on this—have grown at nearly
double-digit rates almost every year
since 1980, with seniors’ drug prices
growing at four times the rate of infla-
tion.

In 1997, prescription drug expendi-
tures had the highest growth rate of all
health and human services and sup-
plies. There was a 14.1-percent growth
in those costs versus the overall health
care expenditure cost that rose at only
4.8 percent—14.1 percent for prescrip-
tion drugs; health care costs were gen-
erally 4 percent.

A lot of us will support the increase
in the NIH funding because we want to
continue this revolution, but the fact
is, it does not do a lot of good to put on
the shelf drugs from the laboratory
that are completely inaccessible to the
average American who needs them be-
cause they simply cannot afford them.

We are missing a historic oppor-
tunity in the Senate in terms of our
legislating process. The fact is, we have
an opportunity to provide 14 million
senior citizens, who lack prescription
drug coverage, with that coverage.
That is, one-third of all Medicare bene-
ficiaries have no prescription drug cov-
erage at all.

Three-fifths of all Medicare bene-
ficiaries lack dependable coverage, and
one-quarter of all Medicare bene-
ficiaries have retiree drug coverage
from their former employer, but the
number of firms offering that coverage
has declined by 25 percent over the last
4 years.

In our state of Massachusetts, there
are 982,934 Medicare beneficiaries. 45%
of these seniors lack prescription drug
coverage. 55% of these seniors have
some form of coverage—but, the form
that coverage takes is often capped,
costly, inadequate or all of the above.

Prescription drugs are the largest
out-of-pocket health care cost for sen-
iors in Massachusetts and throughout
the country. More than 85% of Medi-
care beneficiaries take at least one pre-
scription medicine, and the average
beneficiary fills 18 prescriptions per
year. The average annual prescription
drug cost for Medicare beneficiaries
will reach $1,100 this year. Even bene-
ficiaries with some drug coverage incur
high out-of-pocket spending, an aver-
age of $700 per year. Increasing costs
coupled with the lack of coverage force
1 out of 8 seniors in our country to
choose between buying food and medi-
cine.

Unless we act, we can only expect
these numbers to increase. Americans
aged 85 and older represent the fastest
growing segment of the population,
with expected growth from 4 million
people today to 19 million people by
2050. We cannot afford to allow this
problem to continue.

Medicare was enacted in 1965 as a
promise to the American people that,
in exchange for their years of hard
work and service to our country, their
health care would be protected in their
golden years. Mr. President, it is past
time we deliver on that promise.

My hope is that we will adopt the
Robb amendment. I congratulate the
Senator from Virginia for bringing this
amendment to the floor. It requires
that we find some methodology by
which we will guarantee that Congress
will pass a prescription drug program.
It seems to me it is as imperative we
do that as give a tax cut, considering
the fact that the Federal tax burden is
the lowest it has been in 20 years. Let’s
get our priorities straight and do what
is correct.

I thank the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. L.

CHAFEE). The Senator from Colorado.
Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the scheduled
votes for 11 a.m. today now begin at
10:45 a.m., under the same terms as pre-
viously agreed to, and that at 10:45
a.m., the majority manager be recog-
nized to make a point of order and then
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yield an additional 4 minutes to the
minority side from the majority’s
time.

Mr. REID. It is my understanding
that will give the minority 25 minutes
remaining.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct.

Mr. REID. This has been checked
with Senator LAUTENBERG, and we on
the minority side agree to this unani-
mous consent request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I yield
15 minutes to the Senator from Ten-
nessee.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I rise to
address the underlying amendment of-
fered by the Senator from Virginia and
his colleagues which links our efforts
to provide affordable access to out-
patient prescription drugs for seniors
to the issue of tax relief. I believe this
amendment is unnecessary.

One of the highest priorities in the
Republican-sponsored budget is to pro-
vide outpatient prescription drug cov-
erage for Medicare beneficiaries, some-
thing in which I, as a physician who
has taken care of thousands of Medi-
care beneficiaries—individuals with
disabilities and seniors—and my col-
leagues strongly believe is critical to
the health care security of these bene-
ficiaries. They need and deserve afford-
able access to prescription drugs, and
that is an important part of our agen-
da.

We reduce the tax burden on hard-
working Americans who today are
being taxed more than at any time in
the peacetime history of this country.

I simply cannot and will not support
any amendment that pits these two
goals, which are inherent and integral
parts of this budget, against one an-
other. It is unnecessary, and it is irre-
sponsible. We can do both in our budget
and we provide the means to do so.

It is a fascinating time in our history
in terms of the evolution of health
care. We are almost where we were in
the early 1960s in our discussion of pre-
scription drug coverage. Before Medi-
care, we did not have coverage for hos-
pitals and physician services. In the
early 1960s, we had the opportunity to
shape health care security for seniors,
and later for individuals with disabil-
ities, in a way that has been very bene-
ficial. I say that as a health care pro-
vider who has been on the frontline.

In large part as a product of the tre-
mendous research and development and
the discovery of new drugs, and the ap-
plication of those drugs in recent
years, it is time that we in this Con-
gress address Medicare for seniors in a
modernized way. ‘‘In a modernized
way’’ means that we must bring pre-
scription drugs into Medicare in an in-
tegrated fashion to deliver a full set of
comprehensive benefits to bene-
ficiaries. That is why in this budget we
address modernizing Medicare and set-

ting aside $40 billion to strengthen the
program and include an outpatient pre-
scription drug benefit.

But something we do that is critical,
that is not being addressed by these
freestanding drug bills that are being
proposed—both in the House and in the
Senate—is that we link that inclusion
of prescription drug coverage to the
overall modernization of the Medicare
system.

Although this is a budget discussion,
it is not just a matter of only dollars
and cents. We are talking about health
care security for our seniors. The phy-
sician, the hospital, the health care fa-
cility, and the prescription drugs all
must be a part of one seamless health
care delivery program.

As good as Medicare is today, it is
not as good as most people think it is,
for lots of different reasons.

No. 1, it is a fragmented system. We
have a Part A trust fund and a Part B
trust fund. We have outpatient care
and we have inpatient care. It is in-
complete. The benefit package is out-
dated. There is even very little in the
way of preventive services as part of
Medicare today, services that seniors
desperately need.

Preventative care, which is in private
health care plans, has proliferated. We
all know how important it is. Yet there
is almost none of that in Medicare
today.

Many people think Medicare is going
to take care of our seniors later in
their lives. It is a fact, of every dollar
that is spent for a senior’s health care,
if you put it all together, only 53 cents
is paid for by Medicare. The other 47
cents, that is paid for by that senior or
that individual with the disability who
has to reach out, scrape around, get an-
other insurance policy, pay out of
pocket, or ask for free care in order to
cover health care expenses. We can do
better.

Thus, we are absolutely committed
to the principle of, yes, including pre-
scription drugs into the system, but
doing it in such a way that we can im-
prove and modernize Medicare as the
whole, to be a seamless system in the
provision of high-quality care for our
seniors.

I believe it is irresponsible—when
you have a Medicare program that is
threatened in terms of long-term sol-
vency, when you look at deficits in
cash-flow, when you look at the huge
demographic shift that will be occur-
ring with the baby boomers coming
through the system, with a doubling of
the number of seniors over the next 30
years, and a lessening of the people
who are paying into the system—it is
irresponsible, unless you address the
overall health care system, to take a
benefit, a very expensive benefit, and
simply set it on top of a system that
cannot be sustained long term. It is de-
ceptive. It is just not right. Our seniors
deserve better.

Thus, instead of trying to link tax re-
lief to improving health care for our
seniors, what we Republicans believe—

expressed in this budget—is that the
appropriate linkage is providing pre-
scription drugs in an affordable way,
but linking it inextricably to the mod-
ernization of the overall Medicare sys-
tem. That is the most prudent, short-
term and long-term approach to guar-
antee health care security for our sen-
iors.

The principles of prescription drug
coverage are, in my mind, pretty sim-
ple. I think all of us must recognize
that a new drug benefit should not be
modeled on Medicare’s traditional, out-
of-date delivery model. We need a new
model. The President’s plan does not
change the system at all, but instead
places more financial burdens on an al-
ready fragile program, while at the
same time placing Medicare bene-
ficiaries’ health at risk.

No. 2, such a benefit should be vol-
untary. Most would agree on both sides
of the aisle including the President
that it must be accessible to all. At the
same time, we should not do anything
that forces people into HMOs. We
should not do anything that forces sen-
iors today, who already have prescrip-
tion drug coverage, to give up what
they have. We should not force seniors
today, who are already paying a cer-
tain amount for prescription drug cov-
erage, to pay more than what they pay
today.

The third principle is—this is impor-
tant—something we have the responsi-
bility to address in the short-term and
the long-term; that is, that price con-
trols in prescription drugs will not
work. They will destroy the oppor-
tunity to develop that new drug, that
new prescription, that new agent that
can be lifesaving, that can treat illness
and prevent disease. Price controls will
wipe out drug innovation.

I believe those three principles must
be a part of the drug package that we
assimilate into a modernized Medicare
system. Thus, the long-term goal—
again, this linkage in this amendment
of tax relief, or holding one hostage for
the other—is not the right thing to do
for our Medicare beneficiaries.

For the 35 million seniors and 5 mil-
lion individuals with disabilities who
are out there, why hold them hostage?
Why not go to the underlying budget
proposal, which I believe has the more
responsible link; and that is, yes, pre-
scription drug coverage—it has to be
there—it is health care security but
linking it to modernization, reform of
our Medicare system. That should be
our long-term goal.

Prescription drug coverage should be
brought into the system alongside phy-
sician services, hospital services, facili-
ties services, medical devices where
you can consider them all, not as some
freestanding plan saying drugs are over
there. Those drugs are just as impor-
tant as that surgical knife that I once
wielded. We need a seamless system, a
coordinated care approach.

On this issue, again, we are talking
about the budget. But it is important
for all of our colleagues to understand
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this linkage that I believe is so impor-
tant of bringing prescription drugs in,
because it is this whole range of tools
that physicians and health care pro-
viders need in order to guarantee af-
fordable high-quality care.

Now is not the time to institu-
tionalize freestanding plans which re-
sult in further fragmentation. If we
pass a freestanding plan, it is likely to
result in further fragmentation of the
system when we need seamless, coordi-
nated care.

We have moved today, in the year
2000, towards disease management and
coordinated delivery of health care. We
no longer operate under a model where
a surgical procedure is performed and
then the patient is sent to another doc-
tor to treat the headache, and to an-
other doctor to give a device or a pace-
maker. We want that seamless manage-
ment. That is why prescription drugs
must be made a part of the overall,
comprehensive reform of our Medicare
system.

Less than 10 years ago, the Medicare
trustees estimated that the Medicare
Part A Trust Fund, otherwise known as
the Hospital Insurance Trust Fund,
would be insolvent in 1999. Since then,
the Trustees’ solvency estimates of the
Part A Trust Fund have fluctuated tre-
mendously. As little as five years ago
the Part A Trust Fund was expected to
be depleted by 2002. In 1996 and 1997, in-
solvency was estimated in the year
2001, in 1998, it was projected for 2008,
in 1999 for 2015, and in the year 2000,
Medicare bankruptcy is projected for
2023. It might seem strange that insol-
vency dates could fluctuate so dramati-
cally—a 21-year range—over a 5-year
period. The reason for this is simple.
The Medicare Trustees’ reports are es-
timates—estimates based on assump-
tions regarding growth in expenditures
in the Medicare program, economy, life
expectancy, and the like, which are
continually changing. Therefore, any
interpretation of these reports must be
made with the understanding that as
early as the following year, program
insolvency estimates may look dra-
matically different. History has shown
us as much.

Equally important, the definition of
‘‘solvency’’ itself calls for further ex-
amination. The historic concept of
Medicare’s solvency is one that has
been partially and inappropriately bor-
rowed from Social Security and has
never fully reflected the fiscal integ-
rity of the Medicare program. Solvency
in Medicare is not the same as solvency
in Social Security. The Social Security
Trust Funds are funded exclusively
through payroll taxes, so it is rel-
atively easy to determine when Social
Security expenditures are projected to
exceed income.

Medicare, however, is funded by a
combination of payroll taxes, general
revenue, and beneficiary premiums, di-
vided between two separate trust
funds—Part A and Part B. Addition-
ally, the ratio of these revenue streams
has changed over time such that a

greater portion of Medicare expenses is
now paid by general revenues through
the Part B Trust Fund, and a relatively
smaller portion is paid by payroll taxes
and beneficiary premiums—than was
originally intended when the program
was first enacted. The payroll tax sup-
porting the Social Security Trust
Funds is limited both by its rate and
the wage base on which that rate is ap-
plied. Medicare’s funding has an unlim-
ited taxable wage base and therefore no
limit on the maximum tax. The Part A
Trust Fund is funded by a payroll tax
of 1.45 percent on all earnings in cov-
ered employment and 2.9 percent for
the self employed. In sum, the sources
of funding for the Medicare program
are numerous, unlimited and divided
among trust funds, making the true
test for program solvency much more
complicated than Social Security.

Today, almost equal numbers of sen-
iors and disabled, about 39 million
total, are enrolled in both Parts A and
B of the program. Part B spending rep-
resents nearly 40 percent of total pro-
gram expenditures and that number
will increase significantly, reaching 50
percent by 2020, as Part B spending
continues to grow at twice the rate of
Part A. So why is it that only 60 per-
cent of program spending—the Part A
Trust Fund only—is used to determine
the financial health of Medicare as a
whole?

Actually, the notion of Part A ‘‘sol-
vency’’, or rather ‘‘insolvency’’, has
been used as political leverage to shift
more Medicare financing to Part B and
draw on general revenues. This not
only fundamentally alters the way the
Part A Trust Fund is financed by mov-
ing away from payroll financing to-
ward a formal commitment of future
general fund revenues, but also sends a
false sense of security to the American
public regarding the true financial
health of the program.

An example, in is the Balanced Budg-
et Act of 1997, where Congress passed
legislation that shifted a major portion
of home health expenditures—approxi-
mately $80 billion—from Part A to Part
B. By doing so, the fiction of Part A
Trust Fund ‘‘solvency’’ was extended
from 2002 to 2008. However, this shift
increased the draw on general revenues
tremendously. Worse, it continued to
mask the financial instability of the
program and made it easier to allow
fiscal imbalances to go unnoticed.

In addition, although insolvency
dates are often used to determine when
the Part A Trust Fund can no longer
sustain the program, there is another
important element that must not be
overlooked—that is trust fund assets.
Long before the insolvency date is
reached, the Part A Trust Fund must
draw upon its assets to continue to
fund the program. These assets are
really a claim on the Treasury. When
the trust fund runs a cash deficit, like
the Part A Trust Fund has been doing
since 1992, these securities are re-
deemed to pay for program costs. For
instance, this year the Medicare Trust-

ees Report indicates that the Part A
Trust Fund will remain solvent until
2023. This only occurs, however, be-
cause securities are redeemed in order
to pay for program costs, beginning in
2015. The reality is in 2015, the Part A
Trust Fund will begin a deficit again
where program expenditures will ex-
ceed income. To redeem the securities
necessary to keep the program solvent
until 2023, the government as a whole
must come up with the cash by either
increasing taxes, reducing spending or
borrowing from the public. This is all
in light of the fact that any small shift
in the economy, program expenditures
or health care costs could greatly af-
fect not only the date in which the pro-
gram falls into a cash deficit, but also
when insolvency is reached.

The Congressional Budget Office re-
ports that Medicare spending will grow
at an annual average rate of 7.1 percent
over the next 10 years. The Medicare
Trustees report highlights the 38 per-
cent growth in the Part B trust fund
over the past 5 years, with these
growth rates expected to continue and
even increase. Clearly, addressing the
financial health of the Medicare pro-
gram by looking at approximately one-
half of the total program expenditures
is not only misleading, but also a mis-
representation of the programs finan-
cial viability—to our nation’s Medicare
beneficiaries and the public at large.

Even the Medicare Trustees acknowl-
edge that future operations of the Part
A Trust Fund will be very sensitive to
future economic, demographic, and
health cost trends and could differ sub-
stantially from 2023 insolvency projec-
tions estimated this year. Medicare has
never had a trust fund balance at the
beginning of any year that could cover
much more than one year’s worth of
expenditures. In 1996, the program was
able to fund a little more than one
year’s worth of expenditures, the high-
est ratio yet, but in 1983 the Part A
Trust Fund would have only been able
to fund one-fifth of Medicare program
expenditures—and in 1999 only 92%.

You see, we can continue to kid our-
selves into believing that Medicare is
financially stable. We can address only
a fraction of the program and shift
numbers until the program looks sol-
vent on paper. But the truth is the
Medicare program is in great financial
trouble and fast approaching a finan-
cial crisis. Without addressing Medi-
care’s fundamental programmatic and
financial problems, combined with the
huge demographic shift of baby
boomers in a decade, Medicare will go
bankrupt at the expense of Americans
who need and deserve quality, afford-
able health care. As we continue to dis-
cuss the addition of a new entitlement
to Medicare—outpatient prescription
drugs—I urge my colleagues to care-
fully consider the fragile financial con-
dition the program is in.

I believe there is consensus among
many of us here this morning—much of
which has been heard over the last
twenty four hours—to include an out-
patient prescription drug benefit in the
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Medicare program this year. I agree
completely. More than ever, as a physi-
cian, I understand the need to ensure
our nation’s seniors and individuals
with disabilities have access to life-
saving drugs. But I also believe that we
all have a responsibility to ensure that
Medicare is viable and can be sustained
with any new benefit that is added. I
want to be able to guarantee my fellow
Tennesseans and every Medicare bene-
ficiary health care security. This is not
an easy task—and it is tempting to
avoid the difficult discussions and deci-
sions that must be made to address the
overall programmatic and financial
health of Medicare. But we owe it to
our grandmothers and grandfathers,
our children and even ourselves to be
responsible in developing an outpatient
prescription drug benefit to ensure
Medicare will be available now and
well into the future.

I thank the chairman for bringing
forth a budget that sets aside funding
specifically for Medicare and out-
patient prescription drugs. And again I
reiterate that the amendment put
forth by Senator ROBB and his Demo-
cratic colleagues is unnecessary. The
Republican-supported budget resolu-
tion sets aside $40 billion over the next
5 years for Medicare and the inclusion
of an outpatient prescription drug ben-
efit. In addition, it also provides relief
to hard-working Americans who are
being taxed at the highest rate in the
peacetime history of this country.
Both are high priorities—they are not
mutually exclusive. We should not be
pitting the health of our nation’s Medi-
care beneficiaries against tax relief. It
is unfair and it is irresponsible to do
so. Both are critical to this budget and
can be done—and we will continue to
work hard to reach these important
goals.

Mr. President, how much time do I
have remaining?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All the
majority’s time has expired.

The Senator from Nevada has 25 min-
utes.

Mr. FRIST. May I yield myself 3
more minutes?

Mr. REID. As long as we vote at 10:48.
Mr. FRIST. I yield myself 3 more

minutes.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator has no more time to yield.
The Senator from Nevada.
Mr. REID. I say to my friend from

Tennessee, we have 5 speakers to take
up our time. We have no more time. If
he wants to extend the time to vote,
that is fine with me. That would be
10:48.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I have
10 minutes left on the bill?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is
no time remaining on the majority
side.

The vote is set for 10:45.
Mr. REID. I yield 5 minutes to the

Senator from Louisiana.
Mr. BREAUX. I thank the Senator

from Nevada for yielding me 5 minutes.
It is interesting to hear discussion

and debate in the Congress on the ques-

tion of prescription drugs for seniors
and the Medicare program. There is no
one in this Congress I know who is
going to come to the floor of the Sen-
ate and say: I am opposed to giving
seniors prescription drugs. That is not
the issue. I think there is almost unan-
imous agreement by everyone in the
Congress that prescription drugs today
are as important as a hospital bed was
in 1965 when the Medicare program was
first established.

In that period of time, Members of
Congress said: We have to pay for sen-
iors’ hospital stays, and we have to pay
for their doctors’ treatment. But at
that time, prescription drugs was not
that big of a deal in the sense of being
something that helped people, in fact,
stay out of hospitals and be cured of
what ailed them in medical terms.

Today, it is quite different. Today,
prescription drugs keep people out of
hospitals as well as cure them from dis-
eases that formerly were thought to be
incurable. The question today is not
whether Medicare, which serves almost
40 million seniors, should cover pre-
scription drugs. The answer is, of
course, it should. The question is, How
do we go about doing it and when do we
do it? That is what the subject of this
debate is all about.

There are some on the Democratic
side who make the point with the Robb
amendment today that we should add
prescription drugs to Medicare before
we do tax cuts that are excessive. Ex-
cessive tax cuts? What is excessive?
One hundred fifty billion over 10 years?
How about $25 billion over 10 years? Is
that excessive? The point made by
many of my Democratic colleagues is,
do prescription drugs before you do ex-
cessive tax cuts.

On the other hand, Republican col-
leagues take the approach, let’s do pre-
scription drugs but make sure we do re-
form of the program at the same time.
In other words, don’t put the cart be-
fore the horse, as so many of my Re-
publican colleagues have said.

I share the concern that just adding
prescription drugs to a program that
last year spent $7 billion more than we
took in is certainly not helping the sol-
vency of the Medicare plan. Does it
make people feel good about adding
prescription drugs? Yes? But does it do
anything to fix a program that spent $7
billion more than it took in? It doesn’t
do that at all. In fact, it makes it more
difficult for the program to provide the
benefits that are necessary for our sen-
iors.

The latest analysis by the Medicare
trustees says the program is OK until
the year 2023. Tell that to the nursing
homes. Tell them it is all right that
they are being cut and put into bank-
ruptcy and put out of business. Tell the
rural hospitals of America the program
is in great shape, when many of them,
in fact, do not get enough money to
stay open and treat the Medicare pa-
tients we are talking about. Tell the
home nursing facilities that are going
bankrupt and being put out of business:
The program is fine; don’t worry.

The truth is, the trustees looked only
at Part A. They did not look at Part B,
which is growing at almost 40 percent
annually and is expected to increase
even further.

It is absolutely clear that we make a
serious mistake if we do one without
the other. As Senator MOYNIHAN, rank-
ing Democrat on the Finance Com-
mittee said:

Medicare reform is the price you must pay
for adding prescription drugs to the program.

That makes a lot of sense. If we do
the dessert before we do the spinach,
no one is going to be around to eat the
spinach. We are all going to issue a
press release and say: We added pre-
scription drugs; isn’t that a great
thing?

It is the right thing to do, if we do it
in the context of reforming the pro-
gram and taking it out of the 1960s and
bringing it into the 21st century.

Some say: Just add more money to
the program and we will fix it. I have
drawn the analogy that it is like add-
ing more gasoline to a 1965 automobile.
It is still going to run like an old car.

The fundamental problem we have is
to reform the program, the delivery
system. We cannot continue to micro-
manage Medicare with 133,000 pages of
regulations, three times more than the
IRS, where every time someone wants
to do something differently, they have
to come to Washington and get an act
of Congress to add a treatment or to
subtract a treatment.

I conclude by saying, yes, I am for
prescription drugs. Yes, we agree on
the amount that needs to be spent.
But, yes, we should also do it in the
context of reforming the program.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I yield 10
minutes to the Senator from Montana.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I will
make a few points about the budget
resolution.

First of all, I am quite concerned
that the budget fails to set the right
priorities. At least when we listen to
the American people as to what their
priorities are, this budget resolution
before us does not fit, does not manage.

Once again, this budget resolution
emphasizes massive tax cuts at the ex-
pense of most everything else. I don’t
think that is where most Americans
are. It might not be readily apparent
that this budget resolution emphasizes
massive tax cuts. For example, last
year’s budget provided for a tax cut of
$792 billion. This year’s provides for a
tax cut of only $150 billion. So at first
glance, one might say the tax cut this
year is a lot less than one-fifth of the
one proposed last year and the one that
was rejected last year. But that is only
at first glance. One has to compare not
apples with oranges but apples with ap-
ples.

Last year’s budget was based on 10-
year projections; this year’s is based on
5-year projections. So if you compare
apples with apples, by looking at the 5-
year projections, you see that last
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year’s budget resolution would have
cut taxes by $156 billion, almost pre-
cisely the same as this year’s budget
resolution. In other words, it is the
same big tax cut, when extended out 10
years as opposed to five. In fact, 98 per-
cent of the projected on-budget sur-
pluses in this budget resolution would
be used for tax cuts. But the authors of
the resolution fiddled with the ac-
counting periods to make it look a lit-
tle bit smaller.

I don’t buy it. I think that is wrong.
We should assume that a tax cut that
has virtually the same effect over 5
years also would have virtually the
same effect over 10 years. Therefore, it
is the same old, excessive, unpopular,
proposal in a new flashy suit, the one
the American people rejected last year.
Once they know what is in this budget
resolution, I am sure they will have the
same feeling; that is, not be in favor of
it. It is the wrong priority. In other
words, this is a tax cut of about $800
billion over 10 years which will make
impossible other popular American pri-
orities.

Don’t get me wrong. I believe there is
room for a reasonable tax cut. I think
most Americans think there is room
for a reasonable tax cut. But it should
be targeted and it should be one that
provides relief to working families,
people who really need the help. The
budget resolution must leave room for
other national priorities.

In particular, we must take this won-
derful opportunity we have to reduce
the national debt. I don’t know how
many times we are going to have this
opportunity again. We have it today
with a very prosperous economy and
with large projected budget surpluses.
We should take advantage of this op-
portunity that we have during this
year, and the next couple of years, to
dramatically reduce our approximately
$7 trillion national debt. That should
be a higher priority. It is not a high
priority in this budget resolution.

The budget resolution should also
clearly provide for full prescription
drug coverage, as the Robb amendment
would do. Prescription drugs are more
effective than ever before in maintain-
ing health. They are also much more
expensive, leaving many seniors with a
choice of either buying groceries or
paying for prescriptions.

I have seen it, Mr. President. I have
worked at a drugstore, and I have seen
seniors faced with this choice. It is a
very unhappy sight. Our elderly need
help now. We have heard comments
from Senators who say, shouldn’t pre-
scription drug coverage be folded into
general Medicare reform? Ideally, it
should be, but we have to do the best
we can with what we have. I say it is
important because seniors need help
now. We can’t wait for an abstraction
of help in the future. We need it now.
Clearly, we should enact prescription
drug benefits this year.

While seniors make up 12 percent of
our Nation’s population, they account
for only about 30 percent of all pre-

scription drug spending. Twelve per-
cent of our population are seniors, but
they account for 30 percent of all drug
spending. And while about a third of
seniors lack drug coverage overall,
that number increases to nearly 50 per-
cent in rural areas. Thirty percent of
Americans do not have coverage for
prescription drugs, overall, in America.
In rural America, it is closer to 50 per-
cent.

In Montana, there is very little em-
ployer-provided coverage. Medigap—
the program which is insurance cov-
erage to pay for the difference between
Medicare and the cost—coverage is
much too expensive in America, par-
ticularly in Montana, and there is no
Medicare managed care in Montana.
That is right. Until January of this
year, my State of Montana had only
one Medicare HMO, providing quality
care and drug coverage to about 2,600
seniors in Billings, MT. But now that
plan has pulled out, leaving those sen-
iors without a drug benefit. So we have
no managed care Medicare program in
Montana because it is too expensive.
We don’t have the population to pro-
vide it. Our seniors are being left out in
the cold. In my mind, providing seniors
with a prescription drug benefit is a
top priority, and it should be part of
this budget resolution.

I also want to make a point about
the so-called marriage penalty. I sup-
port the Hutchison amendment. I agree
that, as that amendment says, we
should pass legislation which begins to
reduce the marriage penalty. But I
would like to add a word of caution.

Listening to some of the debate here,
it almost sounds as if the majority is
for marriage and that anyone who
questions their proposal is against
marriage. Nothing could be further
from the truth. Marriage is a great in-
stitution; I am all for it. It is one of
the most wonderful institutions de-
vised by the human race. But the pro-
posal before us and the challenge be-
fore us is not quite as simple as some
might like it to be. After all, the so-
called marriage penalty is not some-
thing that was intentionally cooked up
to penalize married people and reward
sinners. Rather, it is an unintended off-
shoot of some very difficult, complex
decisions that have to be made about
our tax system, such as how to tax in-
dividuals compared with married cou-
ples, which is not an easy question to
answer, and how to tax married couples
who have a different distribution of in-
come between spouses. Sometimes that
is difficult to do.

We have wrestled with this problem
since virtually the inception of the Tax
Code. The current system, which sets
the ‘‘break points’’—that is, 15 percent,
21 percent, 28 percent—and the various
brackets for individuals at about 60
percent of those for couples filing joint
returns, was established in 1969 in the
tax reform bill signed by President
Nixon. So the basic concept we have
was enacted in 1969, again, and signed
in by President Nixon.

It was set in response to a very le-
gitimate concern at that time. That
concern was that previous rates were
unfair to individuals. So the current
system, where we have to correct the
mistake that was biased against indi-
viduals, now is the one we are dealing
with to make sure marrieds are treated
fairly as well.

There is no easy, pat solution to this
problem that doesn’t create additional
problems. For example, it is mathe-
matically impossible to have a neutral
marriage tax—or it is neutral to all
married couples if at the same time we
want a progressive tax system—and we
do—and if at the same time we want all
married couples who have the same
total married income to be taxed
equally, as we do. It is mathematically
impossible to accomplish those objec-
tives altogether. I could insert proof of
that into the RECORD. That is to say,
when you try to adjust the rates, you
are going to cause inequities elsewhere,
as to what the taxes might be on
marrieds versus individuals. It is not
an easy thing to do.

In fact, the bill reported by the Fi-
nance Committee does not eliminate
the marriage penalty; it merely re-
duces the penalty. At the same time,
over half of the total relief the bill re-
ported out by the Finance Committee
goes to married couples who don’t pay
any marriage penalty today whatso-
ever.

This bill is somewhat a marriage pen-
alty relief bill, but the Democratic al-
ternative proposed by the Finance
Committee, particularly by our rank-
ing member, Senator MOYNIHAN, is a
better approach. Why? First of all, it is
less costly and much more targeted. It
targets every dollar to the couples who
actually are facing a marriage penalty.
In other words, it is more targeted, in
my judgment, and more responsible.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired.

Mr. BAUCUS. Might I have 1 more
minute?

Mr. LAUTENBERG. The time is al-
ready allocated. I am sorry. We owe
our friends on the other side a couple
minutes.

Mr. BAUCUS. Apropos the discussion
we just had about 15 minutes ago.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. We had a good
advantage of time here, so if the Sen-
ator might wrap it up.

Mr. BAUCUS. How about 30 seconds?
Mr. LAUTENBERG. OK.
Mr. BAUCUS. To sum up, the budget

resolution before us does not reflect
the priorities of the American people.
That is clear. The American people do
not want 98 percent of the surplus to be
allocated to tax cuts. I daresay the ma-
jority of Americans want a large part
of it targeted to debt relief, paying off
the national debt, something targeted
for a marriage penalty, something tar-
geted for prescription drugs, and just
to do things right, not make a political
statement.

I thank my colleagues and yield the
floor.
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Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I

yield 41⁄2 minutes to the Senator from
Oregon.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon is recognized.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, budgets
aren’t just about charts and graphs and
cold figures on a sheet of paper. Budg-
ets are about the hopes and aspirations
of the American people and our core
values. In my view, if the Senate passes
the Robb amendment this morning, it
will send a message to the millions of
senior citizens and families across this
country that their hope of prescription
drug coverage under Medicare is a pri-
ority for the Senate.

If the Senate passes the Robb amend-
ment, it will be a chance to build on
the progress that was made on the pre-
scription drug issue in the Budget
Committee. I particularly thank my
colleagues, Senator SNOWE and Senator
SMITH. In the Budget Committee, we
were able to lock in a hard figure of $40
billion to start this prescription drug
program.

Just as important, in the Budget
Committee, there is a stipulation that
if the Finance Committee doesn’t act
on the prescription drug issue on or
about September 1 of this year, it is
possible for any Member of this Senate,
without points of order, to come di-
rectly to the floor. So we have been
able to register our commitment be-
hind the urgency of prescription drug
coverage for older people.

The Robb amendment recognizes that
the revolution in modern health care
has bypassed the Medicare program.
Every major private sector player in
the health care field understands that
pharmaceuticals are essential because
they help to keep people well. Medicare
Part A, on the other hand, will pay
thousands of dollars for senior citizens’
hospital bills, but Medicare Part B will
not pay for outpatient prescription
drug coverage to help older people stay
well.

So that is why this is so important to
the American people, and the Robb
amendment says to all of those senior
citizens who are breaking their pills in
half because they can’t afford their
medicine or taking two pills when they
ought to be taking three, who ought to
be taking a drug such as Lipitor to deal
with cholesterol and blood pressure and
can’t afford it, we have heard that, we
understand how important this cov-
erage is to older people.

If we pass the Robb amendment, it
will not be possible for Members of this
body to get to the end of the session
and then say, gee, there just wasn’t
time to deal with this issue that is so
important to seniors and families.

This amendment is critical to the
hopes and aspirations of the American
people. They are asking that prescrip-
tion drug coverage be added to this
program.

I yield the floor.
Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise

on an issue of critical importance to
seniors in Maryland and across the

United States. That issue is the need
for Medicare coverage of prescription
drugs.

‘‘Honor your father and mother’’ is
not only a good commandment to live
by, it is a good public policy to govern
by. It should be a priority not only in
the federal law books, but in the fed-
eral checkbook. And I believe that pro-
viding a Medicare drug benefit is a per-
fect way of honoring our fathers and
mothers. That is why I’m proud to
stand in support of Senator ROBB’s
amendment, which says that a Medi-
care drug benefit is more important
than tax cuts.

The Medicare Program has been a
tremendous success story. It has re-
duced poverty among the elderly by al-
most two-thirds since it was created in
1965. But the world has changed in the
last 35 years. In 1965, people feared the
costs of hospitalization. One major ill-
ness, which years ago often resulted in
a hospital stay of several weeks or even
months, could bankrupt many families.
Today, people fear the costs of chronic
care. They need help with the costs of
prescription drugs that control chronic
conditions and keep people out of the
hospital. Many of these life-saving
medicines are the result of American
medical science and breakthroughs
made in this country. I feel very
strongly that all Americans should
have access to those breakthroughs.
We must act now to ensure that they
do.

In my home state of Maryland, al-
most 560,000 seniors rely on Medicare.
That number is likely to increase to
more than 1 million people by the year
2025. Unfortunately, 3 in every 4 of
those seniors does not have decent, de-
pendable private sector drug coverage
today. At least one-third don’t have
any drug coverage at all, and their op-
tions for getting coverage are limited.
Joining a Medicare HMO is an option
for some, but not for seniors in the 17
rural counties of my state. And the
other alternative, which is buying a
Medigap policy, is expensive. The
monthly premium for a policy with
drug benefits averages about $136 na-
tionwide, which means that Medigap
policies are out of reach for many.

One of the most important things I
do as a United States Senator is listen
to the people and the stories of their
lives. And the problems people are hav-
ing getting the drugs they need is
something I’ve heard a lot about late-
ly. In the last 6 months, I’ve gotten
more than 200 letters and literally
thousands of telephone calls from sen-
iors and their families about the hard-
ships that the high cost of prescription
drugs and lack of insurance coverage
are causing them. For example, an 84
year old woman from the Eastern
Shore who is blind and has diabetes
told me that she takes 11 medicines
every day and is spending $275 of her
$800 monthly income on prescription
drugs. The son of a 91 year old woman
wrote me to say that his mother spends
one-third of her income on her medica-

tions, and often takes her daily medi-
cine every other day to make it last
longer. This is simply unacceptable.
Prescription medicines are now an es-
sential part of modern medicine, and
are an essential thread that must be
woven into the safety net for seniors.

Thanks to the leadership of Senator
DASCHLE, Senate Democrats have come
together to agree on basic principles
that should serve as a blueprint for ac-
tion. We have agreed that a Medicare
drug benefit should be:

1. Voluntary: Medicare beneficiaries
who now have dependable, affordable
prescription drug coverage should be
able to stick with what they’ve got.

2. Accessible: A hallmark of Medicare
is that all beneficiaries have access to
dependable health care. The same
should hold true of a prescription drug
benefit.

3. Meaningful: A Medicare drug ben-
efit should make a difference in the
lives of seniors by helping protect them
from excessive out-of-pocket costs.

4. Affordable: The benefit should be
affordable both for beneficiaries and
for the Medicare program. Medicare
should contribute enough toward the
prescription drug premium to make it
affordable and attractive for all bene-
ficiaries and to ensure the viability of
the benefit. Low-income beneficiaries
should receive extra help with prescrip-
tion drug premiums and cost sharing.

This amendment simply says that we
must provide a Medicare prescription
drug benefit before we provide tax cuts.
And I think that shows that we’ve got
our priorities in the right order. The
constituents who have written and
called me to ask why they or their par-
ents can’t get the medicines they need
don’t want to hear about a tax cut.
They want to hear that Medicare cov-
ers prescription drugs. That’s why I
will continue to fight to make access
to prescription medicines a reality for
seniors in Maryland and across the na-
tion, and why I urge my colleagues to
join me in support of Senator ROBB’s
amendment. Thank you.

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, I rise
in support of the pending Robb amend-
ment to prevent the Majority from
spending almost all of the non-Social
Security surplus on tax breaks instead
of prescription drug coverage for senior
citizens.

Ensuring that older Americans have
access to prescription drugs should be
one of our top priorities, but the Ma-
jority is clearly more interested in en-
acting deep and unwarranted tax cuts.
The Majority’s FY 2001 Budget Resolu-
tion includes a deadline for consider-
ation of their tax cut plan, but no date
is set for establishing a prescription
drug benefit. With this amendment, we
would clarify that funding a prescrip-
tion drug benefit for Medicare bene-
ficiaries will be given a higher priority
than tax cuts that primarily benefit
the wealthy.

Prescription medication is now es-
sential to quality medical care, but
many senior citizens cannot afford the
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medicine they need because Medicare
does not cover the cost of prescription
drugs. When Medicare was created, it
was modeled after a health care deliv-
ery system focused on inpatient hos-
pital care. Today, drugs are as impor-
tant as a hospital bed was in 1965, but
over 13 million seniors have absolutely
no assistance covering the cost of pre-
scription medication. Medicare must
be updated to include a prescription
drug benefit.

Seniors need prescription drug cov-
erage more than the average citizen be-
cause they generally live on fixed in-
comes and suffer from chronic diseases
requiring drug therapy. To make mat-
ters worse, the cost of prescription
drugs has been rising dramatically over
the past few years. In addition, older
Americans without any prescription
drug coverage pay significantly more
than HMOs, insurance companies, Fed-
eral health programs, and other fa-
vored customers for the same pharma-
ceuticals.

Currently, seniors can obtain some
coverage for drugs by joining Medicare
HMOs. But, these HMOs are not avail-
able in many parts of the country, par-
ticularly in the rural areas. Moreover,
Medicare HMOs are sharply cutting
back on the drug benefits they offer.

Medicare beneficiaries may also pur-
chase drug coverage through Medigap
insurance policies. However, these
plans are extremely expensive and gen-
erally provide inadequate coverage. In
addition, for most Medigap plans, the
premiums substantially increase with
age. Thus, just as beneficiaries need
drug coverage the most and are least
able to afford it, this drug coverage is
priced out of reach. This cost burden
particularly affects women who make
up 73 percent of people over age 85.

Employer-sponsored retiree health
plans generally offer adequate drug
coverage. However, only about one
quarter of Medicare beneficiaries have
access to such plans. In addition,
health care coverage for retirees is de-
clining dramatically. According to a
recent study, only 23 percent of Mary-
land firms now offer retiree health in-
surance.

During the Budget Committee’s
mark-up of the Majority’s budget reso-
lution, I supported an amendment to
make $40 billion available for a pre-
scription drug benefit. This amend-
ment, which was adopted, will hope-
fully inspire action on this issue during
the remaining months of this Congress.
But, in the meantime, we must ensure
that there will be funds available for
this benefit by preventing the Major-
ity’s unreasonable tax cut plan from
consuming the entire on-budget sur-
plus first.

I urge my colleagues to take this op-
portunity to address one of the most
widespread problems facing older
Americans today by guaranteeing our
seniors access to prescription medica-
tions instead of squandering the on-
budget surplus on excessive tax cuts.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I
rise in strong support of Senator

ROBB’s amendment to insist that tax
cuts do not take priority over ensuring
that tens of millions of seniors receive
affordable outpatient prescription drug
coverage.

This is a commonsense amendment
about priorities. If we have hundreds of
billions of dollars in the next several
years to spend on tax reductions that
will primarily benefit the wealthiest
Americans—and that’s what my Repub-
lican colleagues are saying when they
voted for $250 billion over 5 years in tax
cuts for some married people just last
week—then we should certainly enact a
meaningful Medicare out-patient drug
benefit first. It’s important to note
that when it comes to tax cuts for mar-
ried people, the Republican proposal
doesn’t even focus on eliminating the
marriage penalty, but rather, gives
large bonuses to only certain upper-in-
come married couples. The cost of the
Senate Finance marriage bonus pro-
posal explodes in the out years. And
yet, when it comes to finding a way to
offer Medicare beneficiaries a prescrip-
tion drug benefit there are all kinds of
ifs and conditions.

Senator ROBB is right to say let’s do
first things first. I urge my colleagues
to vote for his amendment that makes
a statement about our order of pri-
ority. I know too many West Virginia
seniors who too frequently go without
food, or heat, or other necessities be-
cause they are forced to make the ter-
rible choice between the drugs they
need and other necessities of life. This
is just plain wrong. We should provide
all Medicare beneficiaries with a
health care benefit that meets their
needs. It is ludicrous that the Medicare
program doesn’t currently offer this
critical component of health care
today. We should change that, and we
have the resources to do it this year.
We have the resources if we don’t frit-
ter them away by picking favored con-
stituencies for special tax breaks.

Let’s look at the facts about how the
Republican budget treats tax cuts and
how it treats the real hope of many
Americans that we will find a way to
provide a Medicare outpatient prescrip-
tion drug benefit. The Republican
budget’s statement of purpose is to
provide $150 billion in tax cuts over 5
years. It provides the money to the
Senate Finance Committee to do it. It
is a certainty. It will have the protec-
tion of reconciliation.

The Republican budget resolution on
Medicare prescription drugs does noth-
ing more than suspend existing budget
rules to allow for a Medicare drug ben-
efit should the Senate meet its moral
responsibility to provide one. It doesn’t
say do it. It says you can do it. It in-
cludes only a $20 billion placeholder to
finance a drug benefit. Most people
agree that won’t be sufficient to offer a
decent drug benefit to all Medicare
beneficiaries. Moreover, the Repub-
lican budget resolution puts a 3-year
time limit on a possible Medicare drug
benefit—with absolutely no guarantee
that the benefit would be continued

after 2005. The Republican budget reso-
lution also conditions 2004 and 2005
funding of a possible Medicare drug
benefit on Medicare reform. Congress
clearly has not reached any consensus
on how to approach Medicare reform.

Mr. President, we have a unique win-
dow of opportunity to do something
good for millions of seniors and dis-
abled Americans. I strongly urge my
colleagues to do what is right and vote
for the Robb amendment to provide
prescription drug coverage to Medi-
care.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I
support the Robb second-degree amend-
ment to help ensure that Congress acts
this year to provide a real prescription
drug benefit for seniors.

Mr. President, prescription drugs are
a vital part of health care in this coun-
try. In fact, senior citizens spend more
of their own money on prescription
drugs than on any other health care
item. If Medicare were enacted today,
it would be unthinkable to create a
benefit package that did not include
prescription drugs.

The resolution before us claims to
provide $40 billion for a drug benefit
through a reserve fund for Medicare.
But there are no reconciliation instruc-
tions to make sure that the Congress
actually acts—unlike the tax breaks,
which the Finance Committee is re-
quired to produce.

Mr. President, this amendment en-
sures that Congress really will act on
prescription drugs, by requiring that
such legislation be enacted before we
take up any tax cut. This makes sure
that we keep our priorities straight.
And that we won’t give tax breaks for
the wealthy a higher priority than life-
saving drugs for seniors.

Why is it so important that we move
on prescription drug legislation this
year? Unfortunately, three of every
four Medicare beneficiaries lack de-
cent, dependable coverage for prescrip-
tion drugs. At least a third of those
people have no drug coverage at all.

And we’re not talking about wealthy
people here. Fifty-four percent of the
people on Medicare without drug cov-
erage earn about $17,000 a year. Most of
those people can’t afford to pay the
high premiums for Medigap coverage.

We just can’t justify a health care
system that forces elderly Americans
to choose between paying for food and
paying for medicine. And that’s what’s
happening today.

Unfortunately, Congress thus far has
failed to act to address the need for
prescription drugs. And I’m afraid that
if we don’t force the issue forward, it
will continue to languish.

Mr. President, let me be clear. I sup-
port targeted tax cuts focused on the
real needs of middle class families. But
I’m not for moving forward use drain
projected surpluses until we’ve pro-
vided seniors with the drugs that could
preserve their health, or even save
their lives.

In my view, before we approve any of
these tax cuts, we should do first



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2155April 5, 2000
things first, and pass legislation to pro-
vide prescription drugs to seniors. It’s
simply a question of priorities.

So, Mr. President, I congratulate my
colleague, Senator ROBB, for his leader-
ship on this issue, and I urge support of
his amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President,
parliamentary inquiry: How much time
remains?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Four and
one-half minutes.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. I will take a
minute and a half, and then yield to
my colleague on the Republican side.

Very simply, I fully support this
Robb second-degree amendment. We
want to be sure that Congress acts this
year to provide a real prescription drug
benefit for seniors. Senator ROBB of-
fered an amendment that very specifi-
cally does that. The only problem we
have that I am concerned about is
there are no reconciliation instruc-
tions. That doesn’t ensure that Con-
gress will act to put this very impor-
tant benefit in place.

Having graduated to that status of
senior citizen, I can tell you this: When
I talk to people in that group, the most
important and worrisome thing they
have in front of them is whether or not
they are going to be able to afford the
drugs, not only to keep them healthy
but also to provide a decent lifestyle.

I commend the Senator from Virginia
for having developed this amendment
because he knows this is the most crit-
ical issue right now affecting the sen-
ior citizens beyond having to preserve
Social Security and Medicare.

I yield the time remaining to my
friend from New Mexico.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

Mr. DOMENICI. I thank Senator
LAUTENBERG. I yield myself 2 minutes
and yield the remainder of the time to
the Senator from Texas. We have 31⁄2
minutes. Is that correct?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The only
time left is under the control of——

Mr. DOMENICI. He yielded his time.
What is the ruling of the Chair? Do we
have time or not?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey has yielded to
the Senator from New Mexico.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I will
be very brief.

This amendment has very little to do
with Medicare. The budget resolution
takes care of Medicare, thanks to a bi-
partisan understanding.

I call to the attention of millions of
newly married couples and all of the
married couples who are filing tax re-
turns this year that this amendment
says you can’t have the marriage tax
penalty that Senator HUTCHISON rec-
ommends on the floor of the Senate,
for the adoption of this amendment in
the name of not having any tax cuts
knocks out the marriage tax penalty
provision. I don’t think that is what
Americans want.

Speaking about what Americans
want, they want us to get rid of the
marriage tax penalty and get rid of it
quick. If you adopt this amendment,
that is gone. All of Senator
HUTCHISON’s work in trying to get us to
vote on this is out the window because
we will have decided that is not in
order. The Senator’s amendment will
not be in order. Reconciliation cannot
include her marriage tax penalty. That
is the issue.

I believe the Senate will overwhelm-
ingly support Senator HUTCHISON and
deny Senator ROBB because there is al-
ready Medicare in this budget resolu-
tion—$40 billion worth. Democrats
crowed on how good it is and all of a
sudden went to the White House and
invented a new thing.

We have taken care of Medicare in
this budget resolution.

I yield the remainder of my time to
the Senator from Texas.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, the
Senator from New Mexico is absolutely
right. We are going to take care of
Medicare. We are going to have reform
that includes prescription drugs of
some kind. But we are saying a good
idea is in the wrong place, and it is
going to absolutely eliminate the abil-
ity for us to correct a huge inequity in
the Tax Code. This is not a tax cut. It
is a tax correction. Twenty-one million
American couples pay an average of
$1,400 extra just because they got mar-
ried. A policeman and a schoolteacher
get married and owe $1,000 more in
taxes. This is wrong.

We must go on record saying that we
are not going to tolerate it for one
more minute. The Robb amendment
eliminates our ability to do that. We
cannot allow the Robb amendment to
vitiate all the efforts that we have
made to correct the marriage penalty
tax in this country. We will deal with
prescription drugs. We will deal with
Medicare. We are committed to doing
that, and we are committed to doing it
in this budget.

Thank you, Mr. President.
I urge rejection of the Robb amend-

ment and the passage of the Hutchison-
Ashcroft amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, the
Robb amendment is not germane to the
provisions of the budget resolution. I
therefore raise a point of order against
the amendment under section 305 (b)(2)
of the Budget Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia.

Mr. ROBB. Mr. President, pursuant
to section 904 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974, I move to waive the
applicable sections of that act for the
pending amendment, and ask for the
yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.
The question is on agreeing to the

motion to waive the Congressional

Budget Act in relation to amendment
No. 2915 to amendment No. 2914. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
HUTCHINSON). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber who desire to
vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51,
nays 49, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 52 Leg.]

YEAS—51

Abraham
Akaka
Baucus
Bayh
Biden
Bingaman
Boxer
Breaux
Bryan
Burns
Byrd
Chafee, L.
Cleland
Conrad
Daschle
DeWine
Dodd

Dorgan
Durbin
Edwards
Feingold
Feinstein
Fitzgerald
Graham
Harkin
Hollings
Inouye
Johnson
Kennedy
Kerrey
Kerry
Kohl
Landrieu
Lautenberg

Leahy
Levin
Lieberman
Lincoln
Mikulski
Moynihan
Murray
Reed
Reid
Robb
Rockefeller
Sarbanes
Schumer
Specter
Torricelli
Wellstone
Wyden

NAYS—49

Allard
Ashcroft
Bennett
Bond
Brownback
Bunning
Campbell
Cochran
Collins
Coverdell
Craig
Crapo
Domenici
Enzi
Frist
Gorton
Gramm

Grams
Grassley
Gregg
Hagel
Hatch
Helms
Hutchinson
Hutchison
Inhofe
Jeffords
Kyl
Lott
Lugar
Mack
McCain
McConnell
Murkowski

Nickles
Roberts
Roth
Santorum
Sessions
Shelby
Smith (NH)
Smith (OR)
Snowe
Stevens
Thomas
Thompson
Thurmond
Voinovich
Warner

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 51, the nays are 49.
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the
affirmative, the motion is rejected.
The point of order is sustained, and the
amendment falls.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the next vote
in this series be limited to 10 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 2914

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to amendment
No. 2914.

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I
ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.
The result was announced—yeas 99,

nays 1, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 53 Leg.]

YEAS—99

Abraham
Akaka
Allard
Ashcroft
Baucus
Bayh
Bennett
Biden
Bingaman
Bond

Boxer
Breaux
Brownback
Bryan
Bunning
Burns
Byrd
Campbell
Chafee, L.
Cleland

Cochran
Collins
Conrad
Coverdell
Craig
Crapo
Daschle
DeWine
Dodd
Domenici



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES2156 April 5, 2000
Dorgan
Durbin
Edwards
Enzi
Feingold
Feinstein
Fitzgerald
Frist
Gorton
Graham
Gramm
Grams
Grassley
Gregg
Hagel
Harkin
Hatch
Helms
Hollings
Hutchinson
Hutchison
Inhofe
Inouye

Jeffords
Johnson
Kennedy
Kerrey
Kerry
Kohl
Kyl
Landrieu
Lautenberg
Leahy
Levin
Lieberman
Lincoln
Lott
Lugar
Mack
McCain
McConnell
Mikulski
Moynihan
Murkowski
Murray
Nickles

Reed
Reid
Robb
Roberts
Rockefeller
Roth
Santorum
Sarbanes
Schumer
Sessions
Shelby
Smith (NH)
Smith (OR)
Snowe
Specter
Stevens
Thomas
Thompson
Thurmond
Torricelli
Warner
Wellstone
Wyden

NAYS—1

Voinovich

The amendment (No. 2914) was agreed
to.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Senators
ABRAHAM and LEVIN be recognized as in
morning business for up to 10 minutes
to discuss a resolution relating to the
NCAA tournament and that that time
be counted towards the remaining time
on the budget.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Michigan.
Mr. DOMENICI. Before the Senator

proceeds, on the next amendment, Sen-
ator BINGAMAN’s amendment, I ask
unanimous consent that the last 2 min-
utes we have on our hour be reserved
out of our overall time on that amend-
ment.

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I ob-
ject.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Michigan.
f

CONGRATULATING MICHIGAN
STATE UNIVERSITY MEN’S BAS-
KETBALL TEAM

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the immediate consid-
eration of S. Res. 281 submitted earlier
by Senator LEVIN and myself.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A resolution (S. Res. 281) to congratulate

the Michigan State University Men’s Basket-
ball Team on winning the 2000 National Col-
legiate Athletic Association Men’s Basket-
ball Championship.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to the resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 281) was
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,

reads as follows:
S. RES. 281

Whereas the Michigan State Spartans were
Big Ten Conference regular season co-cham-
pions, and were winners of the Big Ten Con-
ference Tournament, and, with a 26–7 record,
earned a number one seed in the Midwest re-
gion of the 1999–2000 N.C.A.A. Tournament;

Whereas the Michigan State Spartans
proved their dominance over the Midwest
Region in reaching the Final Four, defeating
Valparaiso 65–38, Utah 73–61, Syracuse 75–58,
and Iowa State 75–64;

Whereas in winning the Midwest Region
the Michigan State Spartans reached the
Men’s Final Four for the second year in a
row, last year losing to the Duke University
Blue Devils in the semifinals;

Whereas the Michigan State Spartans
vowed after that loss to return to the Final
Four in 1999–2000, and to settle for nothing
less than the ultimate prize;

Whereas the Michigan State Spartans
moved one step closer to their goal when
they defeated the University of Wisconsin
Badgers 53–41 for the fourth time of the 1999–
2000 season to reach the championship game;

Whereas in that game, the Michigan State
Spartans, with an entire team effort that
demonstrated why college athletics are so
special, defeated the University of Florida
Gators 89–76 on April 3, 2000, and won the
N.C.A.A. Men’s Basketball Championship for
the second time in the history of the pro-
gram;

Whereas Coach Tom Izzo, who hails from
Iron Mountain, Michigan, in only his fifth
year coaching the team, has proven himself
to be one of the finest coaches in Men’s Col-
lege Basketball, and he and his staff instilled
into the Spartans a will to win second to
none, exemplified by their cutthroat defense,
which suffocated many potent offenses
throughout the season, and particularly in
the second half of N.C.A.A. Tournament
games;

Whereas Mateen Cleaves, Morris Peterson,
and A.J. Granger, three seniors who have
been playing together for four years and who
ended their collegiate careers with a win,
spurred this team to victory throughout the
year, Mr. Cleaves with his incredible leader-
ship, Mr. Peterson with his clutch shooting,
and Mr. Granger with his consistent long
marksmanship;

Whereas Mateen Cleaves, Morris Peterson,
and Charlie Bell, three individuals who hail
from Flint, Michigan, and have thus been
given the nickname ‘‘The Flintstones,’’ have
been playing together since elementary
school, and whose comradeship and loyalty
to one another carried out onto the floor,
and made the Spartans team a family off the
floor as well;

Whereas Mateen Cleaves, the fearless cap-
tain of the team and the all-time assist lead-
er in the Big Ten’s history, who led not only
with words but also with the example he set,
who returned to the championship game
after sustaining a high ankle sprain to his
right leg, led his team to the title and, like
a true champion, made good on his word;

Whereas Morris Peterson, named the Big
Ten Conference Player of the Year, saved the
Michigan State Spartans from the clutches
of defeat many times this season, and par-
ticularly in the tournament, with his laser-
like shooting and stingy defense;

Whereas Charlie Bell, perhaps the best re-
bounding guard in the nation, also led the
team with his quickness, tireless defense ef-
fort, and athleticism, and who will be count-
ed upon for his leadership next year;

Whereas A.J. Granger, displayed his awe-
some variety of offensive skills in both as-

sisting on, and hitting, several big shots
when the Spartans needed them most;

Whereas Andre Hutson, the man in the
middle, who was often called on to shut down
the opposing team’s top player, particularly
in the 1999–2000 tournament, handled his job
with a workmanlike skill that defined pro-
fessionalism, and in doing so provided the
Spartans with the whole package the entire
year;

Whereas Mike Chappell, Jason Richardson,
and Aloysius Anagonye, provided the Spar-
tans with quality minutes off the bench all
year, and particularly in the championship
game, where they held their own against the
vaunted Florida bench;

Whereas David Thomas and Adam
Ballinger, provided valuable contributions
throughout the season and the tournament,
both on and off the court, often providing
the Spartans with the lift they needed; and

Whereas the contributions of Steve Cherry,
Mat Ishbia and Brandon Smith, both on the
court and in practice, demonstrated the
total devotion of the Spartans players to the
team concept that made the Spartans into
the most dominating college basketball
team of the new millennium: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the United States Senate
congratulates the Michigan State University
Men’s Basketball Team on winning the 1999–
2000 National Collegiate Athletic Association
Men’s Basketball Championship.

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I will
speak briefly about the resolution. I
know my colleague, Senator LEVIN,
will as well.

We rise together today to offer this
resolution and to congratulate the
Michigan State University Spartans
men’s basketball team for their out-
standing victory in the NCAA cham-
pionships which took place Monday
night.

As a graduate of Michigan State, I
am proud of the skill and dedication
shown by our Spartans as they defeated
the Florida Gators by a score of 89–76.

This was a well-earned victory and
the culmination of a splendid season.
Their 32–7 record is a sign of hard prac-
tice, teamwork and an overwhelming
desire to excel.

It also is the result of a long history
of dedication to success on the court.
Mateen Cleaves, Morris Peterson, and
A.J. Granger, three seniors who have
been playing together for four years,
spurred this team to victory through-
out the year. Mateen with his incred-
ible leadership. Morris with his clutch
shooting. And A.J. with his consistent
long marksmanship.

Mateen Cleaves, Morris Peterson, and
Charlie Bell, all hail from Flint, Michi-
gan. As a result, thousands of fans
known them by their nickname, ‘‘The
Flintstones.’’ These three players have
been playing basketball together since
elementary school. Their comradeship
and loyalty to one another carried out
onto the floor throughout the season,
and made the Spartans team a family
off the floor as well.

Andre Hutson, the man in the mid-
dle, was often called on to shut down
the teams top player, particularly in
the 1999–2000 tournament. He handled
his job with a workmanlike approach
that defined professionalism.

Mike Chappell, Jason Richardson,
and Aloysius Anagonye, each provided



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2157April 5, 2000
the Spartans with quality minutes off
the bench all year, and particularly in
the championship game, where they
held their own against the vaunted
Florida bench.

David Thomas and Adam Ballinger,
provided valuable contributions
throughout the season and the tour-
nament, both on and off the court,
often providing the Spartans with the
lift they needed. And Steve Cherry,
Mat Ishbia, and Brandon Smith dem-
onstrated the total devotion of the
Spartans players to the team concept
both on the court and in practice.

Finally, a special mention must go to
Head Coach Tom Izzo, who hails from
Iron Mountain, Michigan, and is in
only his fifth year coaching the team.
Coach Izzo has proven himself to be one
of the finest coaches in men’s college
basketball. He and his staff instilled
into the Spartans a will to win second
to none, exemplified by their cutthroat
defense, which suffocated many potent
offenses throughout the season, and
particularly in the second half
N.C.A.A. Tournament games.

Coach Izzo has served as in inspira-
tion to his team, and to young men
throughout Michigan and the nation
who share the spirit and excitement of
the sport of basketball.

I acknowledge his and his family’s
contribution. In fact, I had the pleas-
ure of attending high school with his
wife, Lupe.

Mr. President, I had the opportunity
to attend the championship game, and
I want to compliment everyone associ-
ated with the Spartans for the courage
and class they exhibited throughout
the game, and during the entire season.
Everyone in Michigan—from Copper
Harbor to Monroe, to Niles—should be
proud of what this team has accom-
plished.

In closing, let me say, as a graduate
of Michigan State University and as
one who attended Michigan State at a
time when our basketball program was
not as successful as it has been since
Magic Johnson’s arrival in 1978 and in
the time since, how proud I am of my
alma mater for this great victory for
the Spartans green and white.

I yield the floor to my colleague.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Michigan.
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I join Sen-

ator ABRAHAM in sponsoring this reso-
lution which commends and recognizes
the extraordinary successes of the
Michigan State Spartans.

As we speak today, about 150,000 peo-
ple are lining the parade route in Lan-
sing, MI, after a rally at our capitol, to
welcome home and cheer on our heroes.

College athletics is at best about
more than winning. It is about hard
work and determination and relying on
teammates to overcome adversity. The
Michigan State Spartans surely dis-
played all of those characteristics in
their season-long drive to become the
national champions.

Coming off a loss to Duke in the
Final Four last year, many had picked

MSU as this year’s favorite to win the
NCAA Tournament. However, when
star point guard and former Big Ten
Player of the Year Mateen Cleaves was
sidelined with a stress fracture on his
right foot early in the season, the
hopes of a championship season seemed
lost. But the Spartans never gave up.
The rest of the team pulled together to
play the first 13 games of the season
without their emotional leader.

When Mateen returned to the basket-
ball team, MSU went on to win their
third straight Big Ten Championship,
clinching the top seed in the Midwest
region of the NCAA Tournament.

During the NCAA tournament the
Spartans faced many challenges, win-
ning come from behind victories
against Utah, Syracuse, and Iowa State
to reach the Final Four for the second
straight year. After beating conference
rival Wisconsin in the semifinals, the
stage was set for Michigan State to
take home their first National Cham-
pionship title since Magic Johnson led
the Spartans to victory over Indiana
State in 1979.

Monday night the young Florida
Gators played a great game, but their
depth and energy didn’t quite match
the experience and determination of
the Spartans. Mateen Cleaves led the
team in scoring until five minutes into
the second half when he was sent to the
locker room with a sprained ankle.
While many teams would have crum-
bled under the pressure of playing for
the National Championship without
their star player and floor leader, the
Spartans came together like they have
done all season long and their lead over
the Gators grew. When the injured
Cleaves came back onto the floor,
limping up and down the court, his
presence provided the emotional spark
that the team needed to win by a final
score of 89 to 76.

In today’s sports world where, where
many talented young players leave col-
lege early or don’t go at all, and coach-
es skip from team to team it is refresh-
ing to see the kind of dedication that
these student athletes and their coach
have shown. ‘‘The Flintstones’’—sen-
iors Mateen Cleaves and Morris Peter-
son, and junior Charlie Bell, have be-
come heroes and role models to those
from their hometown of Flint. Senior
A.J. Granger’s often unsung heroics
have proved how much these Spartans
value the success of the team over indi-
vidual accolades. The full roster of that
extraordinary team is as follows: Al
Anagonye, Jason Andreas, Adam
Ballinger, Charlie Bell, Mike Chappell,
Steve Cherry, Mateen Cleaves, A.J.
Granger, Lorenzo Guess, Andre Hutson,
Matt Ishbia, Morris Peterson, Jason
Richardson, Brandon Smith, David
Thomas, and Adam Wolfe.

Coach Tom Izzo has spent his entire
career in Michigan, including 12 years
as an assistant under former Michigan
State head coach, Jud Heathcote. They
have set a wonderful example of what
can happen when you are willing to
combine patience, hard work, and dedi-
cation.

Those names belong in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD. They are all being hon-
ored here for their teamwork, which
produced a national champion.

Coach Tom Izzo has spent his entire
career in Michigan, including 12 years
as an assistant under former Michigan
State head coach, Jud Heathcote. He
and his assistants have set an extraor-
dinary example of what can happen
when you are willing to combine pa-
tience, hard work, and dedication. In-
deed, the whole Michigan State family
deserves credit because they truly rep-
resent, on and off the court, what we
frequently talk about—family values.
They believe in family, both at home
and on the court. They act as a family
and they play as a family. We owe
them our congratulations and our
thanks for that as well.

There is going to be a long list of
bands in that parade going down Michi-
gan Avenue in a few minutes. Many of
the high school teams from around the
State will be there. They have been in-
vited to march. One of the groups,
though, that I want to make special
mention of in closing is the band from
Tom Izzo’s hometown of Iron Moun-
tain. Tom Izzo is an ‘‘Upper,’’ as we
say; he comes from the UP. His heart
has always been close to Michigan and
Michigan State. He is originally from
the UP. It is a special treat for him and
for all of us that one of the bands
marching down Michigan Avenue today
will be indeed from his hometown of
Iron Mountain.

We also pay tribute to the Florida
Gators. It was an extraordinary game.
They deserve an awful lot of credit for
what they did to bring themselves to
the finals. I am sure that in the future
their heroics will again prove that they
will go far in these NCAA tournaments.
Hopefully, they will again get to the
finals and, hopefully, again lose to a
Michigan team.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New Mexico is recognized.
Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the two Sen-
ators from Connecticut be permitted to
speak as in morning business and that
their comments be counted toward the
remaining time on the budget.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, this will
take about 5 minutes.
f

CONGRATULATING THE WOMEN
UCONN HUSKIES FOR THEIR
NCAA NATIONAL BASKETBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I am
pleased to join my colleague from Con-
necticut. I appreciate the indulgence of
the chairman while I digress for a cou-
ple of minutes.

My colleagues will understand that
there is a sense of collective pride in
the Nutmeg State among the Con-
necticut delegation over the success on
Sunday night that brought the NCAA
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basketball championship home to Con-
necticut for the second time in 6 years.
The women did a magnificent job. With
all due respect to our colleagues from
Tennessee, the Lady Vols and Pat
Summit, the wonderful coach there,
there has been a wonderful tradition
and competition between these two
schools. They have met twice this
year—a split decision. The University
of Connecticut won its game against
Tennessee in Tennessee, and only a few
weeks later Tennessee brought its
team to Connecticut, and they won on
our home court. So the final game was
sort of a rubber match between these
two very fine programs, wonderfully
coached and well-staffed teams, with
magnificent players.

Senator LIEBERMAN and I feel a sense
of pride, obviously, as our colleagues
would appreciate, that the women’s
basketball team at UConn capped a
dominating 36–1 season in which they
began the season ranked No. 1, and
they ran through the entire season
ranked No. 1, and now finished ranked
No. 1 and national champs, with a deci-
sive victory of 71–52.

All of the years have been memorable
for a team which has now recorded 14
consecutive winning seasons and 12
consecutive NCAA tournament appear-
ances, including the landmark 1994–95
championship season in which the
UConn women never lost a game, and
this season in which they only lost
one—a loss avenged on Sunday when
they beat Tennessee in the final tour-
nament game, having lost to them in
our home court.

This second national title only seals
the legacy of the UConn women’s bas-
ketball program as one of the best pro-
grams of the 1990s. So it is appropriate
that they mark the turn of the millen-
nium with this victory. For Shea
Ralph, the tireless team leader, and the
Final Four’s Most Outstanding Player,
the triumph was even sweeter. She re-
turned to play this year after spending
last season on the sidelines with her
second knee injury in 2 years. Her dedi-
cation reflects the spirit of this entire
team. All who watched the tenacity
and determination with which she
played will certainly agree with those
statements.

What stands out about these women
is their ability to accomplish just as
much off the court. Ten players since
the 91–92 season have made the school’s
dean’s list, and UConn boasts a 100-per-
cent graduation rate for recruited stu-
dent athletes. Every recruited fresh-
man who has played for Head Coach
Geno Auriemma at Connecticut and
completed her eligibility has obtained
her undergraduate degree.

Since Coach Auriemma arrived on
campus in Storrs in 1985, when the
team had seen only one winning sea-
son, he has compiled 393 wins and the
third highest winning percentage
among active Division I coaches: nine
Big East regular season titles, eight
Big East tournament championships,
and two NCAA national champion-

ships. Coach Auriemma has again been
named National Coach of the Year—for
the third time in his career—and has
been honored three times, as well, as
the Big East Conference Coach of the
Year.

Mr. President, as a fan myself, along
with my friend and colleague, Senator
LIEBERMAN, we want to take a moment
to voice the importance of this team to
the State of Connecticut. The Con-
necticut Huskies have ranked No. 1 in
the Nation in home attendance for the
past 6 years, attracting close to 1 mil-
lion fans at UConn’s Gampel Pavilion.
This kind of support is exciting, espe-
cially in a State surrounded with tal-
ented pro sports teams, but with very
few of its own.

This team has reinforced the impor-
tance of women’s athletics at the colle-
giate level—including issues such as
title IX—and whether it is Connecticut
or Tennessee or another worthy team, I
am pleased to see such a high level of
attention and excitement nationwide
for women’s college athletics, and par-
ticularly for basketball.

It was in 1995 when we last congratu-
lated a national champion UConn wom-
en’s team. The future of graduating
players that year in the sport they
grew up playing was limited to involve-
ment in training or coaching at colle-
giate and high school levels. Today, we
should all be proud of the fact that
these champions may go on to follow
their ‘‘hoop dreams,’’ if you will, and
continue to inspire the dreams of oth-
ers by playing basketball profes-
sionally.

I congratulate everybody involved in
this great victory on a memorable
tournament and season, including All-
Americans Svetlana Abrosimova and
Shea Ralph, as well as Sue Bird, Asjha
Jones, Tamika Williams, Kelly
Schumacher, Swin Cash, Marci Czel,
Stacy Hansmeyer, and many other tal-
ented players; Coach Ariemma, Asso-
ciate Head Coach Chris Dailey, and As-
sistant Coaches Tonya Cardoza and
Jamelle Elliott.

Again, we look forward to a wonder-
ful season next year. We welcome them
to Washington, and invite our col-
leagues to meet them when they come
here.

At the appropriate time, Senator
LIEBERMAN and I will submit a resolu-
tion regarding this great success the
other night.

I yield to my colleague from Con-
necticut.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut.

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, I
thank my friend and colleague.

I am delighted in the midst of this
debate on the budget, which sometimes
lacks exhilaration, to interject, along
with our friends from Michigan, a note
of euphoria. This euphoria, of course, is
of the basketball variety.

We are just days removed from the
completion of that exhilarating spring
spectacle we’ve come to know as March
Madness—the National Collegiate Ath-

letic Association Basketball Tour-
nament. And here in the Nation’s Cap-
ital, Senator DODD and I are very fortu-
nate and proud to be establishing a
spring rite of our own: coming to the
floor on behalf of grateful fans across
Connecticut—and we would like to
think admiring fans across America—
to praise the incomparable University
of Connecticut Huskies, last year’s
men’s team and this year’s women’s
team champions of the basketball
world once more.

With this victory on Sunday night
defeating archrival Tennessee 71 to 52,
the women Huskies not only earned
their second national championship in
5 years, they also managed to set a
school record for wins with 36 and to
overcome what was their only loss in
an otherwise perfect season to a very
good Tennessee Volunteer team.

As just one measure of the Univer-
sity of Connecticut’s captivating run
to the championship, four of the five
players named to the All-Tournament
team were Huskies, including the tour-
nament’s Most Valuable Player—the
extraordinary and indomitable Shea
Ralph.

In celebrating this tremendous
achievement, we are particularly proud
of our National Coach of the Year,
Geno Auriemma, for whom victory
served on Sunday night as something
of a triumphant homecoming. Geno
was raised in the steel mill town of
Norristown on the outskirts of Philly
by his parents who brought him and his
family from their country of birth,
which was Italy. He was accompanied
to Sunday’s game by his mother,
Marsiella, who watched from the
stands. And, as anybody who watched
the game on television learned, she was
holding a jar of holy water in her lap,
which she sprinkled on Connecticut’s
players for good luck.

They responded by playing what I
would have to call a divinely inspired
game.

It was, if you saw the game, one of
those occasions when everything seems
to come together and go right. It was
an extraordinary experience for those
of us who are the fans of this team.

On Monday, as the dawn came, people
across Connecticut bore witness to a
spectacle that I think few fans of
women athletics could have envisioned
when Congress first passed title IX in
1972. Across the State, from Danbury to
Dayville, from Stamford to
Stonington, communities came to-
gether and exalted in the accomplish-
ments of this great Huskies team, a
celebration equal in intensity to the
one sparked by the men’s champion-
ship last year. The Hartford Courant
thought so much of the Husky victory
that it dedicated its entire front page
to their win, and it says it in one word.
Here is a great picture of our coach,
Geno Auriemma, doing his imperson-
ation of Alan Keyes in the mosh pit
—in this case, the team holding our tri-
umphant coach. The one word which
expresses our attitude in Connecticut
about this great team is ‘‘euphoria.’’
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Huskymania, we have come to learn,

is an equal opportunity experience. In
the town of Storrs, the picturesque,
wooded hamlet that the University of
Connecticut students, faculty, and ad-
ministrators call home, more than 5,000
people turned out Monday for a midday
pep rally of appreciation at the Gampel
Pavilion, where sellout crowds watched
this great team work their magic all
year long. As the celebration grew
more and more boisterous and enthusi-
astic, it seemed hard to believe that
this was the same part of our State
that used to be called ‘‘The Forgotten
Corner,’’ because these days, if you fol-
low college basketball, it is an awfully
hard place to forget.

The fact is, thanks to the Huskies,
Storrs is home to the stars now. We
like to think of it as the ‘‘College
Hoops Capital of America.

Last year, when we came to the floor
to celebrate the men’s victory, I closed
with an impersonation of a University
of Connecticut cheerleader. I was ad-
vised by many people, including my
dear friend and senior colleague, not to
repeat this performance. But you know
that I feel it would be unfair. So very
briefly, U-C-O-N-N, UConn.

Thank you. I yield the floor.
Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, the

last time I saw something like that
was when Senator D’Amato did a tune.

Mr. LIEBERMAN. The Senator, let it
be known, was one of my role models.
I compliment him.

f

FISCAL YEAR 2001 BUDGET—
Continued

AMENDMENT NO. 2926

(Purpose: To redirect $28.133 billion of risky
tax schemes toward key education pro-
grams proven to increase student perform-
ance, including programs that ensure
qualified teachers in every classroom;
small classes where every child receives
the attention needed; safe, modern schools;
extra resources for schools with large num-
bers of poor children and resources to turn
around failing schools and implement
tough accountability systems; research-
based early literacy programs; public
school choice programs; and increased Pell
grant funds for students needing financial
assistance for college education)

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
send an amendment to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from New Mexico (Mr. BINGA-
MAN) for himself, Mr. KENNEDY, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. DASCHLE, Mr. DODD, Mr. KERRY, and
Mr. WELLSTONE, proposes an amendment
numbered 2926.

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that reading of the
amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:
On page 4, line 4, increase the amount by

$1,930,000,000.
On page 4, line 5, increase the amount by

$6,230,000,000.

On page 4, line 6, increase the amount by
$5,480,000,000.

On page 4, line 7, increase the amount by
$5,810,000,000.

On page 4, line 8, increase the amount by
$6,940,000,000.

On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$1,930,000,000.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$6,230,000,000.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$5,480,000,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$5,810,000,000.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$6,940,000,000.

On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$5,640,000,000.

On page 4, line 23, increase the amount by
$7,120,000,000.

On page 4, line 24, increase the amount by
$6,470,000,000.

On page 4, line 25, increase the amount by
$7,080,000,000.

On page 5, line 1, increase the amount by
$8,420,000,000.

On page 5, line 7, increase the amount by
$1,930,000,000.

On page 5, line 8, increase the amount by
$6,230,000,000.

On page 5, line 9, increase the amount by
$5,480,000,000.

On page 5, line 10, increase the amount by
$5,810,000,000.

On page 5, line 11, increase the amount by
$6,940,000,000.

On page 18, line 7, increase the amount by
$5,640,000,000.

On page 18, line 8, increase the amount by
$1,930,000,000.

On page 18, line 11, increase the amount by
$7,120,000,000.

On page 18, line 12, increase the amount by
$6,230,000,000.

On page 18, line 15, increase the amount by
$6,470,000,000.

On page 18, line 16, increase the amount by
$5,480,000,000.

On page 18, line 19, increase the amount by
$7,080,000,000.

On page 18, line 20, increase the amount by
$5,810,000,000.

On page 18, line 23, increase the amount by
$8,420,000,000.

On page 18, line 24, increase the amount by
$6,940,000,000.

On page 29, line 3, decrease the amount by
$1,949,000,000.

On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount by
$28,133,000,000.

Add new Section 105, as follows:
SEC. 105. RECONCILIATION OF REVENUE REDUC-

TIONS IN THE SENATE.
Not later than September 29, 2000, the Sen-

ate Committee on Finance shall report to
the Senate a reconciliation bill proposing
changes in laws within its jurisdiction nec-
essary to reduce revenues by not more than
$19,000,000 in fiscal year 2001 and $1,743,000,000
for the period of fiscal years 2001 through
2005.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I yield to
the Senator from New Mexico 15 min-
utes off the resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is recognized for 15 minutes.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I have
to leave the floor for a while. I wanted
to indicate that one-half hour of our
hour in opposition is going to be yield-
ed to the Senator from Texas. He will
have half an hour.

I thank the Senator from New Mex-
ico.

I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New Mexico.

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I am
offering the amendment on behalf of
myself, Senator KENNEDY, Senator
MURRAY, Senator DODD, Senator
KERRY, Senator DASCHLE, and Senator
WELLSTONE, several of whom will
speak.

It would increase the national invest-
ment in education over the commit-
tee’s mark by $5.6 billion in budget au-
thority in fiscal year 2001.

Let me put up a chart that shows the
difference between our proposed
amendment and the budget resolution.
You can see that the budget resolution
is $75 billion in 2001. Our amendment
will raise that up to $80.64 billion.

It also would increase over a 5-year
period the total amount devoted to
education by $34.7 billion.

This second chart shows the compari-
son between the budget resolution that
came to the floor and what this amend-
ment would do.

In our view, this increase is essential
if we are going to reflect the priorities
of the American people. All of us know
that the top priority of the people we
represent is to see improvements in
education and to see every child in this
country given the opportunity to get a
good education. Clearly, the decisions
we make in this budget resolution will
go a long way to determining whether
that is possible or not.

The amendment I sent to the desk
would use about 15 percent of the pro-
posed Republican tax cut. It would re-
duce the tax cut by that 15 percent in
order to guarantee sufficient funding
for programs that have been proven to
improve student performance in our
public schools and to assist students
seeking a postsecondary education.

What are those programs? That is the
subject of our amendment. The amend-
ment that we are proposing would seek
to protect many such programs.

First, it seeks to protect a program
to increase safety and decrease over-
crowding in our schools by providing
$1.3 billion in grants and loans for ur-
gent repair of 5,000 public elementary
and secondary schools in high-need
areas and by leveraging $25 billion in
interest-free bonds to help build and
modernize 6,000 schools.

The amendment also demonstrates a
national commitment to building and
renovating our schools to make sure
all children are able to study in safe,
modern environments by setting aside
$3.7 billion of the proposed tax cut,
which is just 1.8 percent of the total
tax cut, to back those interest-free
bonds for school construction costs.

These programs I estimate would
provide about $200 million in my home
State of New Mexico where current es-
timates are that school repair and
modernization needs exceed $1.8 bil-
lion. Many schools are overcrowded.
Over 69 percent of our schools in my
State report plumbing and electrical
problems; 75 percent have problems
with environmental factors such as
lighting and heating.

Another program we guarantee fund-
ing in what we believe is a reasonable
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level is the afterschool programs. We
expand existing afterschool programs
so approximately 1.6 million more
school-age children in over 6,000 new
21st century community learning cen-
ters have access to afterschool pro-
grams in safe and drug-free environ-
ments.

The amendment seeks to ensure an
increase of $547 million in these pro-
grams. The estimate for my State
would be about $5.3 million of the total
amount. Also, in this amendment we
support tough accountability standards
for increasing the funding for title I ac-
countability grants by $116 million
over last year’s level, to the level of
$250 million. This is essential to accel-
erate efforts to turn around failing
schools and to implement tough ac-
countability systems.

Under current law, States in districts
receiving funding under the title I pro-
gram, which is every State and most
school districts in the country, are re-
quired to monitor student and school
performance on State assessments
based on State standards. States and
districts are required to take action if
schools are failing. In committee, we
strengthened the accountability sys-
tem, but we did not strengthen it
enough.

During the debate on the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act, I hope
to offer an amendment that strength-
ens it further. Nevertheless, no ac-
countability system is going to prove
effective without the resources to im-
plement. Although most States have
adopted statewide standards, they have
not directed adequate resources to
schools that are failing in order to
meet those standards. Dedicated funds
are necessary to develop improvement
strategies which create rewards and
penalties holding schools accountable
for continuous improvement in their
student performance.

The Federal Government directs over
$8 billion in Federal funding to provide
critical support programs for disadvan-
taged students under title I. However,
the accountability provisions in title I
have not been adequately implemented
due to insufficient resources. The
amendment we are offering today pro-
vides for this critical assistance and
the strict accountability measures for
improvement in student performance
to turn around so-called failing
schools.

My colleagues and I believe this
amendment is necessary because the
proposed budget we are now consid-
ering, if implemented, will make ade-
quate increases in education spending
virtually impossible. Several of my col-
leagues have already pointed out the
proposed budget calls for at least $168
billion in tax cuts over 5 years; that is
the largest tax cut ever proposed.
These tax cuts, at a minimum, leave
nothing in the budget surplus for edu-
cation or for the other priorities so im-
portant to the American people.

Without cutting other programs or
dipping into Social Security, this budg-

et resolution causes Members to choose
between tax cuts and education. Unless
unrealistic cuts are made to nonedu-
cation programs, the Republican budg-
et resolution disregards these and
other national priorities and exhausts
98 percent of the total non-Social Secu-
rity surplus on tax cuts over the next 5
years. The budget resolution only cov-
ers the next 5 years; over 10 years the
tax cuts would cost substantially more
than the projected non-Social Security
surplus projected by the CBO.

While the Budget Committee’s reso-
lution provides increases for discre-
tionary spending for defense, it cuts
nondefense discretionary funds by $105
billion, or 6.5 percent over the next 5
years below the amount the Congres-
sional Budget Office indicates is nec-
essary to maintain current funding.

Mrs. BOXER. Will the Senator yield?
Mr. BINGAMAN. I am happy to yield

to the Senator.
Mrs. BOXER. I say to the Senator

from New Mexico, I am proud to be a
sponsor of his amendment. The Senator
goes to the heart of what our country’s
priority ought to be—frankly, what all
of the Republicans and Democrats
alike say our priority ought to be.
When we look at numbers, we realize
the Republican budget is going to be
devastating to education.

I engage my friend in a question
about afterschool programs. The Sen-
ator and I have worked hard in getting
more funding for afterschool. Thanks
to a lot of hard work in this Congress
and with the Vice President’s leader-
ship, we have seen spending on after-
school programs go up to about $453
million in the year 2000. By the way, a
few years ago it was $1 million; then it
was $40 million. The need is tremen-
dous.

The President is asking in his budget
to accommodate the waiting list of
children, which is more than one mil-
lion children. He envisions spending $1
billion on afterschool programs to ac-
commodate that wait. In the Repub-
lican budget, that number is cut by
$547 million; it freezes the amount for
afterschool.

I ask my friend, because he works so
hard on the issue of school dropout
rates and helping kids who need a
hand, and he does so much work on
gang violence prevention, does the Sen-
ator think this Republican budget is
going to harm these million children?
If we go with the President’s numbers,
they will be included in his programs.

Mr. BINGAMAN. I thank the Senator
from California for the question.

My own view is there are a great
many young people out there who want
to be in these programs. There are a
great many parents who want to have
their children in these programs. Our
estimate is that 1.6 million more of the
students nationwide would be able to
participate if we are able to succeed
with this amendment and add the $547
million of additional funds that the
President has requested. That is what
we are trying to do. Clearly, it is a

question of priorities. Where do people
think this money should be spent?

My own view is these programs are
extremely effective not only in improv-
ing children’s performance but in keep-
ing kids out of trouble. The drug prob-
lem is real. We all talk about the need
to fight the drug problem. We are hav-
ing a great discussion now in the news-
papers about how much should be spent
to deal with the drug problem by as-
sisting the country of Colombia. I sup-
port doing something significant there.

Clearly, reducing demand through
more attention to young people
through afterschool programs is part of
the solution.

Mrs. BOXER. I know the Senator is
aware, but I want to underscore the in-
credible support afterschool programs
have with the American people. Ask
the American people, and 90 percent of
them support safe afterschool pro-
grams for our children.

In addition, is the Senator aware
that this is a top priority for law en-
forcement? Look at the FBI statistics.
Juvenile crime occurs from the hour of
3 p.m., and it starts to go down around
6 o’clock or 7 p.m.

If my friend could answer that ques-
tion, is he aware that this is a priority
with the American people?

Again, I do agree with the Senator
from California that this is a top pri-
ority with the American people and
with much of law enforcement. I have
had law enforcement officers in my
State, police from local and State Po-
lice organizations, tell me they wish
we would do more to deal with juvenile
crime in these types of programs so
they would not have to do so much
afterwards, when crimes have been
committed.

Mrs. BOXER. I thank the Senator.
Mr. BINGAMAN. Let me go ahead

and complete the summary of this
amendment, if I could.

First, I do recognize the Republican
resolution, which we have on the floor,
asserts a commitment to increase
spending for a few important education
programs. We support the committee’s
decision to commit to increased fund-
ing for IDEA and for Pell grants and
some other elementary and secondary
education programs. But we do not
support pitting these programs against
other critical programs. We believe the
more prudent course would be to guar-
antee the level of funding required to
protect the programs that have proven
themselves in our efforts to reform
schools and bring improvements in stu-
dent performance.

Let me just go through this chart to
try to clarify my understanding at
least of the Republican budget resolu-
tion that is before us. The resolution
asserts a $4.5 billion increase for man-
datory and discretionary Department
of Education programs. But when you
try to figure out how that $4.5 billion is
arrived at, the specific elements that
are discussed at different parts of the
budget add up to more than $4.5 billion.
For example, there is $2.3 billion set
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aside for a new, mandatory perform-
ance bonus fund which is established.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BURNS). The time of the Senator has
expired.

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I ask
for an additional 8 minutes.

Mr. REID. I yield 8 minutes off the
resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BINGAMAN. When you look at
this $2.3 billion the Budget Committee
report sets aside for this new, manda-
tory performance bonus fund, that, of
course, presumably, should come out of
the total amount for education. I be-
lieve it does very explicitly. Therefore,
when you subtract that, the resolution
asserts a $2.2 billion increase for discre-
tionary education programs. Given the
size of the tax cut in relation to the
non-Social Security surplus, this in-
crease does not seem possible, as I
mentioned before. But if we assume it
is, it still falls short of covering the
priorities specified in their own resolu-
tion.

The resolution earmarks, out of the
$2.2 billion that remains after you sub-
tract the $2.3 billion down here—$1 bil-
lion for IDEA, it sets aside $1.6 billion
for increases in other elementary and
secondary education programs, and it
sets aside $700 million for the increase
to raise the maximum Pell grant by
$200. If you add the $700 million, the
$1.6 billion, the $1 billion, and the $2.3
billion, you get $5.6 billion.

So the unfortunate reality is that
there is no way to get it all done in the
$4.5 billion that is permitted in the way
of increases for education. Therefore,
the $1.1 billion difference between the
$5.6 billion and the $4.5 billion needs to
be cut from other education programs
in order to reach the specified in-
creases.

Based on what is outlined in the com-
mittee-reported budget, Non-elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act or
IDEA education programs would have
to be cut about 22 percent to meet the
assumptions for education spending.

The funding for fiscal year 2001 for
discretionary programs under the Re-
publican proposal is $2.3 billion below
what the President requested. If all dis-
cretionary education, training, and so-
cial programs in function 500 of the
budget are considered, the resolution is
$4.7 billion below the President’s budg-
et.

Our amendment would guarantee real
dollars for targeted efforts, for pro-
grams that are known to improve stu-
dent performance. The program would
provide increases in funding that would
allow for this $1 billion increase in
IDEA. As I said before, we compliment
the committee for agreeing to that. I
believe that is very important.

Our amendment would also sustain
our commitment to the student loan
program and to the impact aid pro-
grams. The amendment would provide
for a $400 increase in the maximum
Pell grant rather than the $200 increase

proposed by the President and con-
tained in the committee report.

In addition, the amendment would
guarantee increased investments in
programs that we know are essential to
educational reform, including those I
mentioned before. Let me mention just
a few more of those. There is a $1.5 bil-
lion increase in our proposed amend-
ment for teacher quality programs.
This is $1 billion over the President’s
proposal, so we can ensure every child
is taught by a qualified instructor. Re-
search shows that high-quality teach-
ers are the single most important de-
terminant of student learning.

This amendment increases resources
for schools with high concentrations of
poverty. Here we are talking about the
title I program. We would propose to
increase funding there by $1 billion,
which, frankly, is not enough. During
the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act markup, which we con-
cluded in the Health and Education
Committee just the other day, our
committee voted unanimously—all
Democrats and all Republicans voted
unanimously to increase the authoriza-
tion for title I to $15 billion. I would
like to work with my Republican col-
leagues to ensure we are at least on the
path to meeting that goal. At the very
least, we need to commit to make a
substantial increase next year. All of
us know the importance of title I fund-
ing. All of us give speeches about how
important it is to adequately fund title
I. Here is a chance to actually vote to
do that.

The amendment we are offering con-
tinues our commitment to smaller
classes, providing $1.75 billion to hire
100,000 teachers to reduce class size in
the early grades. In addition, the
amendment expands support for cre-
ating smaller learning communities in
large schools.

This amendment makes college more
affordable for many of our young peo-
ple. As I mentioned before, we are in-
creasing the maximum Pell grant by
$400—we are proposing to do that. That
would make postsecondary education
accessible to 96,000 more recipients
than currently have access. The
amendment increases the GEAR UP
program and the TRIO Program so
more disadvantaged children can be
given the support they need to attend
college. Under the amendment, stu-
dents in my State would receive an ad-
ditional $5 million in aid under the Pell
Grant Program.

Let me just conclude by saying the
public does want its schools fixed, even
if that means somewhat less in the way
of a tax cut. That is the issue before us.
Should there be something in the range
of a 15-percent reduction in the tax cut
in order to adequately fund education
in this budget? The budget resolution
before us does not reflect the priorities
of the American public. It flies in the
face of what Americans say their prior-
ities are in this robust economy. In
survey after survey, American voters
have not only told us education is the

most important issue nationally, but
they support action at the national
level to improve our country’s schools.
This sentiment extends to the funding
of education, just as it extends to other
changes in our education.

So I believe this is very important. I
believe this amendment will improve
this budget resolution dramatically
and will put it much more in line with
the interests and priorities of the
American people. I hope very much it
will be agreed to by my colleagues.

I yield the floor and yield the re-
mainder of my time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, I am
sure that anybody following this de-
bate might get confused as to what the
Democrats are for, but there is not any
way on Earth they can fail to figure
out what they are against. They are
against a tax cut.

They are against eliminating the
marriage penalty. They are perfectly
willing to allow the Tax Code, which
penalizes people who fall in love and
get married, to stand.

They are opposed to repealing the
death tax. They are perfectly willing to
leave in place a Tax Code that says:
You work your whole life to build up a
family business or a family farm, you
pay taxes on every dollar you earn, and
when you die, your children still may
be forced to sell off the business or sell
off the farm to give the Federal Gov-
ernment another 55 percent of your
life’s work.

They are against those things, and in
trying to kill the tax cut, they are for
many other things.

As to education, there are a lot of
reasons for which one can criticize this
budget, but not spending enough
money on education is simply not one
of them. This budget provides $47.9 bil-
lion for the Department of Education,
which is $600 million more than the
President proposed. In fact, last year in
our budget and in the appropriations
process, we spent more money on edu-
cation than the President proposed.

Unless we get carried away with eu-
phoria and believe that spending a
whole bunch of money on education is
somehow going to change anything,
that somehow having a smaller class
size is going to improve performance—
we have been lowering class size since
1965 and performance has been declin-
ing.

The real debate about education is
about whether or not we ought to be
the national school board in Congress
or whether we ought to let the States
decide how to spend this money. That
is the real debate between Democrats
and Republicans. Democrats believe we
ought to have Congress say how the
money is going to be spent, and Repub-
licans believe we ought to let the
States say how the money is going to
be spent.

Mr. President, Senator DOMENICI
yielded me 30 minutes to speak. I ask
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unanimous consent that the 30 minutes
come off the resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. GRAMM. Mr. President, I want
to talk about the evolution of this
budget. I want to talk about the last 8
years of the Clinton administration
and how we came to be where we are
today with a balanced budget.

The one thing about history is every-
body wants to rewrite it to suit them-
selves, but facts are persistent things.

What I want to do today is begin with
the first budget President Clinton ever
submitted to the Congress. I want to
trace his budgets through Congress
until we get to the last budget he will
ever submit to Congress, which is the
one we are considering today.

The objective is to basically try to
get a clear picture of what has been
proposed and what has been done.

When President Clinton took office,
he sent to the Congress on February 17
of 1993 a budget entitled ‘‘A Vision of
Change for America.’’

I have the budget in my hand today.
Many people have made a great point
about the fact that the President did
impose the largest tax increase in
American history, but the result of it
was a balanced budget.

I begin by noting that on page 22 of
the first budget President Clinton ever
submitted to Congress, the deficit he
started with was $319 billion. His first
act as President, in addition to pro-
posing the largest tax increase in
American history, was to raise that
deficit in 1993 from $319 billion to $332
billion. He did that by proposing that
spending actually go up by more than
his tax increase in the first year and,
in fact, he proposed a stimulus package
of $16.262 billion of brand new spending.

Some of my colleagues will remem-
ber the proposal was to spend this out
of a projects book. We were able to de-
feat this proposal on the floor of the
Senate, after it passed the House, by
pointing out that in this projects book
were such proposals as an ice skating
warming hut in Connecticut and an al-
pine slide in Puerto Rico.

In the last budget that was adopted
when the Democrats had a majority in
Congress—and I have the conference re-
port from that fiscal year 1995 budget,
which was adopted on May 4 of 1994—
that budget has on page 4 their deficit
for fiscal year 1995 which, not counting
the money that was being plundered
from Social Security, was $239.5 billion.
It was projected to rise in 1996 to $253
billion, in 1997 to $278 billion, in 1998 to
$281 billion, and finally, the fiscal year
1999 deficit they were projecting in the
last budget when the Democrats con-
trolled Congress was going to be $300.7
billion.

When the American people looked at
those numbers and looked at the Clin-
ton health care bill which proposed
having the Government take over and
run the health care system, they elect-
ed a Republican majority.

When the Republican majority
showed up in January of 1995, it was

greeted by the President’s fiscal year
1996 budget. This was a budget that Bill
Clinton sent to the Republican Con-
gress in February 1995. Actually he
began to write it in large part before he
knew there would be a Republican Con-
gress. That budget proposed in January
of 1995 that we adopt a budget that had
a deficit of $203 billion, and it proposed
in the year 2000 that the deficit would
be $194.4 billion. This was the budget
that Bill Clinton submitted to the new
Republican Congress.

In 1995, Bill Clinton was asked on
many occasions, because the Repub-
lican Congress started talking about
balancing the budget, when he thought
we could balance the budget. He had
many different answers. This is what
he said in 1995: How many years will it
take to balance the budget? He said:
Nine years.

Then he was asked the question
again, and he said: Well, 10 years.

Then he said 8 years.
Then he said 9 years.
Then he said 7 years.
Then he said 7 to 9 years.
Then he said 7 years.
Then he said 9 years.
And then he said 10 years.
These are all statements that Presi-

dent Clinton made in 1995 when Repub-
licans on the floor of the House and on
the floor of the Senate, for the first
time in the modern era, were talking
about balancing the Federal budget.

He was saying: Yes, we might balance
the budget. We could balance it 4 years
after I leave office; 5 years after I leave
office; 3 years after I leave office. But
he never, ever proposed that we bal-
ance the budget while he was Presi-
dent. Nor did he ever submit any budg-
ets that would require it, until it had
already been accomplished.

What happened to the deficit? When
Congress arrived in January of 1995,
this was the Clinton budget proposal as
it related to the deficit: Basically, it
was a $200 billion deficit that went on
forever. The American people in 1994
elected a Republican majority in Con-
gress, and it took office in 1995. I ask
the people to look at what happened to
the deficit under a Republican Con-
gress. The deficit fell very rapidly, and
by 1998 we had a balanced Federal
budget.

Let me, if I might, make the fol-
lowing point, and do it in taking the
President’s new budget. First of all,
there is one thing that is totally con-
sistent in every Clinton budget. For 8
years, he has submitted budgets, and in
every year they have had one thing in
common: massive increases in non-
defense discretionary spending.

Mr. REID. I apologize to my friend
from Texas, but I want to say this. I
stepped off the floor to take a phone
call. In my absence, there was a re-
quest to take 30 minutes off the resolu-
tion. I am very upset about that. There
was an agreement made, before we left,
with the manager of the bill, that 30
minutes would be taken from your
side. I ask unanimous consent——

Mr. DOMENICI. Taken from the
amendment.

Mr. REID. That is right. I ask unani-
mous consent that the original unani-
mous consent agreement be reestab-
lished.

Mr. GRAMM. Reserving the right to
object, and I will not object. I was
passed a note saying, given the makeup
of time, that it would be helpful if I
would ask for 30 minutes off the resolu-
tion. I made that request. If the Sen-
ator objects to it, I will be glad to
withdraw it.

Mr. REID. I will just say this. I ap-
preciate very much the Senator from
Texas.

I also say this, I am not going to
leave the floor anymore. I will be here
all day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, might
I suggest, I think this is the right deci-
sion. We had an agreement. I left the
floor and he left the floor. This time
should come off the amendment.

Mr. GRAMM addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas.
Mr. GRAMM. I was not a party to the

agreement. I really did not know the
details of the agreement. I was simply
trying to accommodate other people
who wanted to debate the amendment.
I did not get an opportunity yesterday,
because I was working on a lot of other
things, to talk about the budget itself.
Normally I resent deals that I am not
part of, but in this case I would be
happy to try to comply with it.

The point I wish to make, in con-
cluding, in looking at the 8 years of the
Clinton budget, is that on one point
they are totally consistent; and that
point is, they always proposed dra-
matic increases in nondefense discre-
tionary spending. It is an interesting
paradox that in the first budget that
President Clinton ever proposed, his
first proposal was to increase non-
defense discretionary by 12.5 percent.
We rejected it when we rejected his
stimulus package. In the last budget
that he will ever propose, remarkably,
he proposes to increase nondefense dis-
cretionary by 12.5 percent, which
brings me to my final point on the
budget.

Increasingly, we are hearing from our
Democrat colleagues, and we are hear-
ing, in fact, from the President and
from the Vice President, that somehow
our effort to let working people keep
more of what they earn is risky, that
somehow repealing the marriage pen-
alty is risky, that somehow repealing
the death tax is risky. I guess they say
it is risky because that is money that
we are giving back to the American
people.

But I would ask my colleagues to un-
derstand and remember that if you
take last year’s budget, and you take
President Clinton’s proposal for this
year’s budget, he is proposing an in-
crease in spending over the 5 years—
from 2002 to 2006—he is proposing new
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spending of $494 billion. That is brand
new spending in this budget. Some 80
new programs in this budget would be
funded at a level of $494 billion above
the level we are spending now.

So what President Clinton is saying,
what Vice President GORE is saying,
what our Democrat colleagues are say-
ing, is, let us start 80 new programs
and let us spend $494 billion.

It is interesting. My Governor, who
has been criticized by the President
and the Vice President, and many of
our Democrat colleagues, said: No.
Let’s take $483 billion and give it back
to working Americans by repealing
things such as the marriage penalty
and by repealing things such as the
death tax.

Here is what I do not understand.
Why is it risky to give $483 billion of
non-Social Security surplus back to
working families but it is not risky to
spend $494 billion on some 80 new pro-
grams? Why is it risky to let the Amer-
ican families spend the money and why
is it not risky to let the Government
spend the money? Do our Democrat
colleagues believe that the Govern-
ment can spend this money better than
the family can spend it? Does anybody
believe that if we have a crisis that we
will really go back and eliminate these
80 programs and get the $494 billion
back? If we did, it would make history
because we have not done it. There
have been numerous occasions that
Congress has raised taxes after giving a
tax cut.

I simply repeat the point that gets
lost in all this political rhetoric, with
all the talk about debt reduction: You
have to go back to when Jimmy Carter
was President to find a budget that
spends as much money as does the new
Clinton budget. It spends $494 billion
on new programs over the next 5 years.
That is more money than anyone has
talked about in terms of tax cuts. Why
is it risky to give the money back to
working people and not risky to have
Government spend it? That is the un-
answered question in this whole de-
bate.

Let me conclude by making two addi-
tional points. We have had a lot of
amendments on Medicare. The Presi-
dent is talking about Medicare. I want
to remind my colleagues that five
Members of the Senate and 12 other
Americans who had some knowledge of
Medicare and health care in general
were appointed to a bipartisan commis-
sion where President Clinton appointed
four of the members; the leadership of
both Houses appointed six members
each; and they jointly appointed a
Chairman, Senator JOHN BREAUX.

With all this talk about Medicare, we
had an emerging consensus in the
Breaux commission that would have re-
formed Medicare and would have pro-
vided prescription drugs to Americans
who had a modest income and had a
difficult time paying for their pharma-
ceutical benefits.

We would have done it in the context
of reform, where we did not jeopardize

other Medicare benefits, where we did
not jeopardize the pharmaceutical cov-
erage that other Americans had who
had the ability to pay for it; but we had
a responsible, bipartisan reform pro-
gram, and we provided pharmaceuticals
for seniors who needed the help. Help
those who need the help; do not destroy
the coverage of those who already have
it—roughly 65 percent of all seniors—
and do not jeopardize the future of
Medicare. It was a pretty good pro-
posal.

What happened to the Breaux com-
mission report? It failed by one vote
because every single appointee of
President Clinton voted no. So while
we have all this rhetoric today about
Medicare, I think it is important to re-
member that the Medicare commission
failed by one vote to reach a consensus,
and four of the ‘‘no’’ votes were by the
four people the President appointed. At
some point, I would like to get that
commission back together to try again
to come up with a bipartisan solution.

A final point, and then I will yield
the floor.

What we have shown on this chart is
the history of spending on nondefense
discretionary spending. This is money
that we are not required by law to
spend on things such as Medicare and
Social Security. These are discre-
tionary programs. And we are not talk-
ing about defense. We are talking
about nondefense programs.

What this shows is, over the last 5
years we have done a relatively good
job of controlling spending.

The President has consistently urged
us to start massive new spending
sprees, but we have refused to do that
over the 5-year period.

One of the reasons this budget has
been difficult to write is that in look-
ing at the last 5 years individually, in
1996, when we had just elected a Repub-
lican majority, we actually were able
to reduce spending in real terms by 4.1
percent. Then real spending grew by 1.8
in 1997; 0.8 in 1998; 3.6 percent in 1999;
and then by a whopping real 4.7 percent
in the year 2000.

The point is, there is a real danger
that this surplus is going to burn a
hole in our pocket. There is a real dan-
ger that in the midst of this great op-
portunity to rebuild the base of Social
Security, to reform Medicare and pro-
vide prescription benefits to people
who cannot afford the benefits them-
selves, with an opportunity to let
working Americans who face the high-
est tax rates ever in American history
keep more of what they earn, unless we
are careful, we are going to end up
spending this non-Social Security sur-
plus.

We will have some votes later today
or tomorrow where there will be efforts
to strike points of order in the budget
which represent our discipline in try-
ing to stay with the budget we have
adopted. Despite all the rhetoric about
cuts, there are no cuts in this budget.
Defense spending grows by almost 5
percent, and nondefense spending

grows faster than inflation. How many
families in America would say they
have a lower family budget if their in-
come grew by more than inflation did
this year? Nobody would say that. But
then we are not constrained to logic or
reason or fact when we are talking
about these budgets.

I urge my colleagues, in this golden
moment of economic prosperity, when
revenues are gushing into the Treas-
ury, when Americans are working and
prospering and rejoicing in it, we have
an opportunity to fix Social Security
forever with an investment-based sys-
tem so that we don’t have to cut bene-
fits of people who are retired today and
so that young people will own their
own investments to pay for their re-
tirement. We have an opportunity to
fix Medicare with reasonable reforms
that promote economy and efficiency
and that help people who cannot afford
pharmaceuticals to get them without
destroying the coverage that 65 percent
of our citizens have. And we have a
chance to do things that need to be
done—repeal the marriage penalty, re-
peal the death tax.

If we keep this spending spree under-
way, if we keep spending more and
more money, in the end those things
are not going to get done. What we
need to do is to try to exercise the kind
of responsibility that American fami-
lies exercise when they look further
than just the moment, when they look
at their future and look at the prob-
lems they face and opportunities they
have.

I yield the floor.
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I yield 15

minutes to the Senator from Massa-
chusetts to offer a resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, what
is the matter that is before the Senate
at the present time?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
amendment numbered 2926 offered by
the Senator from New Mexico, Mr.
BINGAMAN.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, to get
back to the Bingaman amendment, I
will take a few moments of the Sen-
ate’s time to spell out where we are
today in the area of education. I think
most Americans believe there ought to
be a partnership between the Federal
Government, the States, and local
communities. Most parents want to
make sure their children are advanced
in terms of academic achievement and
accomplishment. Most Americans want
to see opportunities for continued edu-
cation available to their children. Most
Americans understand and support pro-
grams that will assist gifted and tal-
ented needy children who want to con-
tinue their education by getting some
help to further their education.

It is important, as we are considering
the budget amendment of Senator
BINGAMAN, that we look over exactly
where we are and examine what has
been the record of the Republican lead-
ership on the help and assistance to
education in recent years.
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The 2001 GOP budget resolution, I be-

lieve, deserves a failing grade on edu-
cation. It is anti-education, it is anti-
children, and it is anti-family. The Re-
publicans claim their budget makes a
substantial investment in education,
but, as we have had to do every year
since the GOP took the majority in
Congress in 1995, we must be equally
vigilant of Republicans when it comes
to education funding. Over and over,
we have heard their rhetoric, but the
reality is just the opposite. They say
they want to invest in education, but
their record shows they won’t and
don’t. Year after year it is the same
story.

If we look back at the contrast be-
tween 1980 and 1999, the Federal share
of education funding has declined. This
demonstrates what percent of the Fed-
eral budget was going for elementary
and secondary education: 11.9 percent
in 1980; 7.7 percent in 1999. In higher
education, it was 15.4 percent, and now
we are down to 10.7 percent. This is
what we have had over the last few
years: a major withdrawal of Federal
participation in the area of aid to both
elementary-secondary as well as higher
education.

Having seen the percentage of our
budget allocated to education, look at
what has happened to the enrollment
in K through 12. In 1990, 46.4 million
students were enrolled in school. We
are up to 54.4 million and continuing to
rise. We have seen this incredible ex-
pansion of the number of children at-
tending K through 12, increasing pres-
sures on local communities, increasing
pressures on the State, and increasing
pressures, obviously, if we are going to
meet our responsibility. The total
number of enrollment has been growing
steadily—every community in this
country can tell us that. Talk to the
school boards, talk to the parents, talk
to the teachers. However, our percent
of GNP is decreasing in education.

Look what is happening in higher
education, the millions of Americans
who are attending colleges and univer-
sities across this country. It has gone
from 12.2 million in 1985 up to an esti-
mated 15.6 million in 2005. An increase
in the total number of K through 12
students, an increase in the number of
students attending higher education,
and what has been the corresponding
Federal response? A decline in terms of
helping and assisting families across
the country.

Let’s look at the record of the Repub-
lican history of cutting education fund-
ing in appropriations bills.

In 1995, when the Republican leader-
ship took control of the House and the
Senate, we had a rescission. The money
had already been appropriated. The
President signed it. We had a request
to cut back, but of all the different
areas of the Federal Government, we
only cut funding in the area of edu-
cation. This is about the same time the
Republican leadership wanted to abol-
ish the Department of Education. Their
1996 budget would have reduced the

Federal investment in education by
one-third over 7 years, forcing deep
cuts in Head Start and aid to elemen-
tary and secondary education, freezing
funding for Pell grants, and slashing
$10 billion from student loans.

Their 1997 budget would have slashed
education by 20 percent over six years,
causing 1.3 million students to lose
Pell grants, and 344,000 children to lose
Title I support.

Their 1999 and 2000 budgets were no
different. They claimed to invent in
education, but the numbers always
added up to a loss for students, fami-
lies, schools, and colleges across the
country.

This is the fact, Mr. President. We
can go through all kinds of shenani-
gans and gimmicks, but these are the
facts. They are printed in the RECORD.
The current Republican budget will cut
education by $4.7 billion below Presi-
dent Clinton’s level. It is no surprise
that they refuse to address basic edu-
cation priorities. Once again, the GOP
budget fails to meet the obvious need.
Parents want the help today. Parents
want to improve the quality of edu-
cation now.

The Republican budget claims a $4.5
billion increase in Department of Edu-
cation programs in fiscal year 2001.
But, $2.3 billion of that amount is for a
new mandatory program that is not
contained in current law, and if it
were, it would not direct funding to
states until at least 2005.

That leaves an increase of $2.2 billion
for discretionary education programs
in the jurisdiction of the Department
of Education. But, the Republican
budget also assumes a $700 million in-
crease in Pell grants, to increase the
maximum grant by $200 to $3,500—
bringing it to the President’s level. In
addition, it claims a $2.6 billion in-
crease for elementary and secondary
education programs. That’s a total in-
crease of $3.3 billion specified for K–12
education programs and Pell grants.
But, the Republican resolution only al-
lows for a $2.2 billion increase.

That means the Republican budget
robs Peter’s education to pay for Paul’s
education. It would force $1.1 billion in
cuts, below last year for higher edu-
cation.

Now, the Budget Committee will say:
Well, we have $2.3 billion that we may
appropriate, and it will be mandatory
spending to try to help schools improve
themselves. We want to try to help im-
prove the schools today. That is what
the President wants—that is what this
amendment is about. It is about today
and trying to get sufficient resources
to try to help families across the coun-
try.

So that is the spread, Mr. President.
Look at what happens when we look at
the particular expenditures in the
areas of higher education, as well as in
K through 12. With the President’s re-
quest, we have a $500 million increase
in the fiscal year 2001. This includes all
higher education funding, except Pell
grants. The President’s would be $500
million.

The Republican’s 2001 budget resolu-
tion forces $1.1 billion in cuts, below
last year for higher education. Do we
understand that? That is the reality.
We are talking now about higher edu-
cation funding, except for Pell grants.
Where are these cuts? I haven’t heard a
great deal of talk from those on the
Budget Committee.

The College Work-Study program
would be cut by $282 million below the
President’s request, reducing the abil-
ity of 286,000 students to work their
way through college. Massachusetts
students would lose $14 million in fund-
ing for college work study opportuni-
ties.

TRIO would be cut by $222 million
below the President’s request, denying
an additional 195,000 disadvantaged stu-
dents the opportunity to prepare for
college and attend college. This is a re-
duction in the TRIO Program, which is
the program to try to help gifted and
talented, first generation college stu-
dents go on to college.

Under the Republican budget, GEAR
UP would be cut by $169 million below
the President’s request, denying 810,000
low-income middle and high school stu-
dents access to academic and support
services needed to increase their aca-
demic achievement and to prepare
them to pursue a college education.
With the money appropriated last year,
80 percent of the seventh graders in the
city of Boston will have a chance to
move on to graduate together and
hopefully will be guaranteed, when
they do graduate, that they will be
qualified and able to go to college.

Colleges and middle schools are
working together to provide additional
help and assistance to students by edu-
cating their families about the impor-
tance of a college degree. They are get-
ting whole school communities to
think that college is a reality for their
children. The TRIO Programs have
been an excellent model for building
cohorts of young people from different
schools. GEAR UP’s objective is to
build the capacity of under-achieving
schools by getting all of their students
to think about college early, prepare
for college, and move on to achieve the
highest education level possible. We
have seen extraordinary success in dif-
ferent parts of the country where this
program has been implemented. These
important programs would be signifi-
cantly cut back by the budget resolu-
tion.

The Supplemental Educational Op-
portunity Grants program would also
be cut by $199 million below the Presi-
dent’s request, reducing support for
346,000 needy undergraduate students.
Massachusetts would lose $9 million
that helps its colleges and universities
provide needy undergraduate students
with additional financial aid. That
adds up to a $1.1 billion cut.

Make no mistake about the great im-
portance of this amendment. If you are
concerned about the higher education
cuts, now look what happened here on
K through 12 education programs.
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The Republican budget cuts K

through 12 education programs by $1.4
billion below the President’s request.
The other side can say they put on an
additional $1 billion in special edu-
cation. We agree on increasing funding
for IDEA—our amendment will match
that level. But, it’s still not enough.
All we are trying to do is make sure
these other programs are getting ade-
quate funding. The Republican budget
does nothing to ensure the pressing
education needs of families and com-
munities across the country will be
met, and ensure new, substantial in-
vestments in what works.

But I remind our friends that when
we had the opportunity, even a year
ago, when the Republicans had their
$780 billion tax cut and a number of us
offered an amendment to try to provide
full funding for special education needs
and reduce the tax cut for wealthy in-
dividuals, virtually every Member of
this side voted in favor of it and there
was Republican opposition to it. We are
glad we have an additional billion dol-
lars. But if we are going to compare ap-
ples to apples and oranges to oranges,
we can say this is an increase of $2.6
billion, and that would be $4 billion,
but you still have the dramatic spread
in the area of K through 12.

The Bingaman/Kennedy/Murray Edu-
cation amendment would reverse these
unacceptable cuts in the GOP budget
and increase the national investment
in education by $5.6 billion in FY2001
and $34.7 billion over 5 years. It will
give parents and communities the sup-
port they need to provide every child
with a good public school education,
and to send every qualified student to
college. It would reduce the tax cut by
15% in the first year, and 18% over 5
years. It would use 14% of the on-budg-
et surplus over 5 years.

The Republican budget cuts $450 mil-
lion from the President’s request for
the bipartisan class size reduction pro-
gram, preventing the hiring of 20,000
additional qualified teachers to reduce
class size in grades 1–3. Massachusetts
communities would lose $7.3 million to
help them further reduce class size
next year.

Our amendment continues the na-
tional commitment to smaller classes
by providing $1.75 billion to continue
the effort to hire 100,000 teachers to re-
duce class size in the early grades. The
funding will bring the total number of
qualified teachers hired to 49,000.

Research has documented what par-
ents and teachers have always known—
smaller classes improve student
achievement. In small classes, students
receive more individual attention and
instruction. Students with learning
disabilities are identified earlier, and
their needs can be met without placing
them in costly special education. In
small classes, teachers are better able
to maintain discipline. Parents and
teachers can work together more effec-
tively to support children’s education.
We also know that overcrowded class-
rooms undermine discipline and de-
crease student morale.

Project STAR studied 7,000 students
in 80 schools in Tennessee. Students in
small classes performed better than
students in large classes in each grade
from kindergarten through third grade.
Follow-up studies show that the gains
lasted through at least eighth grade,
and the gains were larger for minority
students.

STAR students were less likely to
drop out of high school, and more like-
ly to graduate in the top 25% of their
classes. STAR students in smaller
classes in grades K–3 were between 6
and 13 months ahead of their regular-
class peers in math, reading, and
science in grades 4, 6, and 8. Michigan,
California, Nevada, Florida, Texas,
Utah, Illinois, Indiana, New York,
Oklahoma, Iowa, Minnesota, Massachu-
setts, South Carolina, and Wisconsin
have initiated or considered STAR-like
class size reduction efforts.

Our amendment helps communities
modernize their schools by providing
$1.3 billion in grants and loans for the
urgent repair of 5,000 public elementary
and secondary schools in high-need
areas. States will be able to issue $25
billion in interest-free bonds to help
build and modernize 6,000 schools.

Nearly one third of all public schools
are more than 50 years old. 14 million
children in a third of the nation’s
schools are learning in substandard
buildings. Half of all schools have at
least one unsatisfactory environmental
condition. The problems with ailing
school buildings are not the problems
of the inner city alone. They exist in
almost every community—urban,
rural, or suburban.

In addition to modernizing and ren-
ovating dilapidated schools, commu-
nities need to build new schools in
order to keep pace with rising enroll-
ments and to reduce class sizes. Ele-
mentary and secondary school enroll-
ment has reached an all-time high this
year of 53.4 million students, and will
continue to grow. The number will rise
by 324,000 in 2000, by 282,000 in 2001, and
by 250,000 in 2002. It will continue on
this upward trend in the following
years.

According to a report this year, total
unmet school modernization needs, in-
cluding technology and infrastructure,
totals $307 billion—almost three times
the amount estimated in 1995.

This amendment expands after-
school opportunities for children by in-
creasing funding for the 21st Century
Community Learning Centers from $453
million to $1 billion for FY2001.

Each day, 5 million children, many as
young as 8 or 9 years old, are home
alone after school. Juvenile crime
peaks in the hours between 3 p.m. and
6 p.m. Children unsupervised are more
likely to be involved in anti-social ac-
tivities and destructive patterns of be-
havior.

Children who attend quality after-
school programs while their parents
work have better peer relations, better
emotional adjustments, better grades,
and better conduct in schools. They

have more learning opportunities and
more enrichment activities. Research
also shows that students participating
in after-school programs have higher
achievement in reading and math, are
more interested in learning, are more
likely to stay in school, and are less
likely to be involved in crime.

Our amendment supports tough ac-
countability for results, by increasing
funding for Title I Accountability
grants by $116 million to $250 million,
to accelerate efforts by states and
school districts to turn around failing
schools.

Stronger accountability in education
is imperative. Effective accountability
steps—what business leaders call qual-
ity control measures—can make sure
that public tax dollars are used wisely
and produce better results for children.

Despite concerted efforts by states,
school districts, and schools, the ac-
countability provisions in Title I have
not been adequately implemented due
to insufficient resources. In 1998, only 8
states reported that their support
teams have been able to serve the ma-
jority of schools in need of improve-
ment. Less than half of the schools in
need of improvement reported that
they received additional professional
development or technical assistance.

We must make all our schools ac-
countable for good teaching and im-
proved student achievement. We can-
not turn our backs on low-performing
schools. We must do all we can to im-
prove them. Schools, school districts,
and states need additional support and
resources to address weaknesses soon
after they are identified.

The amendment increases support for
Title I by $1 billion to ensure that the
neediest students get the extra help
they need to succeed in school. Dis-
advantaged communities need more
help to ensure that all public schools
give children a good education. Title I
is working in many schools across the
country. We should help bring that suc-
cess to every community.

Ninety-nine percent of Title I funds
go to local school districts. In addition,
Title I and other federal programs are
much more targeted to high-poverty
districts than state and local funds.

More than 80 percent of poor school
districts, and almost half of all dis-
tricts nationwide, report that Title I is
‘‘driving standards-based reform in the
district as a whole.’’ In addition, Title
I funds, as well as other federal edu-
cation funds, are more targeted to
high-poverty districts than state and
local funds. Title I now supports 95% of
the highest-poverty schools and is
helping these schools to dramatically
improve student performance.

As I mentioned, in the higher edu-
cation, we are talking about the GEAR
UP program, which reaches out to low-
and middle-income high school stu-
dents to help them so they can con-
tinue on to higher education. The
amendment increases funding for
GEAR UP by $125 million to $325 mil-
lion, to put more low-income middle
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and high school students on the path to
college. This increase will support at
least one state or local partnership in
every eligible state. It will also lever-
age the resources of more than 2,400
community organizations and busi-
nesses as partners, and provide services
to 1.4 million low-income students.

Our amendment would also increase
funding for TRIO by $80 million to $725
million, to expand and improve post-
secondary outreach and student sup-
port programs for 760,000 minority and
disadvantaged students.

Our amendment increases the max-
imum Pell Grant by a total of $400—
from the current maximum of $3,300 to
$3,700.

Pell Grants are the most effective
way to make college a reality for the
nation’s neediest students. Yet, today,
the maximum grant is worth only 86%
of its 1980 value in constant dollars.
Clearly, we have fallen behind. We are
failing to maintain our commitment to
make college accessible to the neediest
students.

I am pleased that the Committee ac-
cepted the Feingold-Smith amendment
to increase the maximum Pell grant by
$200 to $3,500. But it’s not enough.

The average family income of Pell re-
cipients is $14,500. In 1997–98, approxi-
mately 87% of all Pell Grant recipients
had incomes less than or equal to
$30,000. These students come from
working families who sacrifice to make
sure that their children can go to col-
lege. These parents understand the im-
portance of education, and they want
to make sure that their children have
every advantage.

Opening the doors of college to more
students should be a high priority for
Congress. Nearly 4 million students re-
ceived Pell Grants in 1999. Our $400 in-
crease translates into 96,000 new Pell
grant recipients. In Massachusetts,
4,000 additional students would receive
Pell Grants.

Our amendment also increases fund-
ing for College Work-Study by $77 mil-
lion to $1 billion, which will give 1 mil-
lion students the opportunities to work
their way through college.

Now, Mr. President, finally, I want to
mention an extraordinary factor in
higher education. Mr. President, we
know that 89% of children who come
from families with incomes over $74,000
attend college, but only 40% of children
from families with incomes below
$25,000 attend college and only 1 in 4 at-
tend a 4-year college. May I have 5
more minutes on the resolution?

Mr. REID. I yield 5 more minutes on
the resolution to the Senator from
Massachusetts.

Mr. KENNEDY. Thank you. Family
income should not determine whether a
child goes to college—their academic
achievement should be the only factor
to consider. Let’s promise kids a level
playing field for college. Let’s make
sure that if a student is qualified to at-
tend college, the money will be there
so that they have the credentials that
they need to more fully participate in

our economy than their parents were
able to participate.

That is a family value, Mr. President.
We hear many around here talk about
family values. Minimum wage is a fam-
ily value—about respect for work and
people having an opportunity to live
with dignity. A family value is the
quality to be able to succeed and con-
tinue their education at a time when it
is essential if they are going to have
any economic opportunities. Every
year, we cut back on that opportunity
and reduce and fly-specking this par-
ticular budget, and we diminish this
country and the promise it has for the
children of this Nation. That is what
this amendment is about. The Demo-
crats believe we ought to invest in the
young people of this country. We be-
lieve that is a higher priority than tax
breaks for the wealthy individuals.

We will have an opportunity to call
the roll on that. We hope we are not
going to be denied that chance by our
good Republican friends. Let’s have a
vote on this particular measure. I
stand with those who say if you deny
us an opportunity with a second-degree
amendment, we are coming back again
and again on this budget resolution
until we get a vote.

What are they going to be frightened
of in terms of this particular amend-
ment? We are either going to stand for
working families, the children of work-
ing families, and for talented young
people to be able to have their dream
and be part of the American dream, or
we want to nickel and dime them in
order to have a tax break for wealthy
individuals in this society. You
couldn’t have a clearer opportunity on
the issue of priorities: Who is going to
stand with the young people in this
country today, and who is going to
stand for a tax cut?

I hope when the time comes, this
body will support the Bingaman
amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I extend to
the senior Senator from Massachusetts
15 minutes off the resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is recognized.

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I thank
the Chair, and I thank the Senator
from Nevada. I thank my colleague
from Massachusetts, whose passion and
understanding of this issue provide the
most important leadership in the coun-
try with respect to the question of edu-
cation.

I join him on the floor of the Senate
in an absolute state of incredulity that
the Republicans can turn their backs
so brazenly and so overtly on the edu-
cational opportunities that are needed
for young people in our country.

We just had a conference in Massa-
chusetts last Saturday with many lead-
ers of what is called the ‘‘new econ-
omy.’’ I think we are getting lost in all
of this talk about a new economy and
an old economy. What we are seeing is
an economy in transition. It is in tran-

sition because we are moving into a
very different world —a world where
skills are more needed than ever be-
fore. Every single day, we talk about
the economy and its changes—about
the knowledge-based economy. The
presumption is that people are able to
get the knowledge on which that econ-
omy is based, that they are able to get
the skills.

But at this conference in Boston,
which is one of the leading cities in the
Nation experiencing the changes in the
economy today, we had leader after
leader after leader of new technologies,
not just the Internet—everybody talks
about the Internet and the Internet
companies, but there are a host of com-
panies on which this new opportunity
is based—but companies in bio-
technology, artificial intelligence, ro-
botics, advanced materials. You could
run down a long list of critical tech-
nologies where the United States of
America is in the lead today.

But guess what. We have a bill before
the Senate to raise the number of visas
which permit people to come into the
country to fill technical slots. They are
called H–1Bs. The level of H–1Bs was at
65,000. It was as high as 115,000 for a
year or so. Several pieces of legislation
are now seeking to enable up to 200,000
people to come in. But the leaders of
the new revolution in our economy tell
us that we are anywhere from 400,000 to
1 million people behind where we need
to be in terms of hiring.

Here we are with a bill that might let
in several hundred thousand at the end
of this year or next year when the de-
mand is 400,000 to a million, and when
countless numbers of our citizens are
facing a transition in their life—move-
ment from the old kind of job to the
new kind of job or the hope that they
are going to be able to find some kind
of job in the new economy where they
can share the higher salaries that so
many Americans are beginning to expe-
rience.

What do the business titans tell us?
What are those leaders and entre-
preneurs who are breaking the ground
of the new economy —who, I might
add, are in a voracious race with other
countries for the market share. We are
not the only people experiencing this.
You go to Europe; you have all kinds of
companies racing to try to grab their
share of the markets. You go to Asia;
the one thing leaders in Asia will tell
you today is that they are focused on
education. The one thing leaders of Eu-
rope will tell you they are focused on—
and also in Latin America—is edu-
cation because only by educating
Americans ultimately are we not only
going to provide the labor pool to be
able to fill the jobs of this new econ-
omy, but, quite frankly, only by edu-
cating Americans are we going to have
a citizenry that is capable of managing
our own democracy and making the
difficult kinds of decisions we will face
in the future.

So one would think the Senate in fac-
ing this reality—it is not a partisan re-
ality. Most of these leaders of industry
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who are telling us in the Senate to
wake up and pay attention to edu-
cation are Republicans. They will tell
us it is long since overdue that the
United States make a more pronounced
commitment to the education system
of the country.

I know we don’t run the education
system at the Federal level, and none
of us is advocating that we should. I
understand that. I know no one wants
Washington telling the local commu-
nity what to do. I understand that. I
don’t want to tell them what to do. I
would like to empower them to be able
to do what they know they want to do
but can’t do because they don’t have
the resources.

All over this country, there are com-
munities in rural areas and urban cen-
ters of the Nation where they don’t
have the tax base. In the United States
of America, for some reason that is be-
yond me, we still base our school sys-
tems on the property tax, which is part
of the old agrarian structure we had
when we first founded our public school
system. And yet, in the urban centers
and in many rural centers where they
don’t yet share in the kinds of salaries
or the kinds of opportunities as do
other parts of the country, they don’t
have a property tax capacity to pay the
teachers more money, put the equip-
ment into the school, have an extended
schoolday, have the kind of labora-
tories for language that they need, do
the kinds of remedial work with stu-
dents who are troubled, have dance,
arts, music, sports, and the kinds of
things that are the real stuff of a com-
plete education.

What do these districts do? In some
cases, they have received help from
States because the States have engaged
in education reform, and there is a
State revenue sharing process. But
where is the Federal Government?
Where is the great equalizer which, as
a matter of national priority, is sup-
posed to help provide the kinds of
empowerments to communities that
federalism embraces? That is the whole
notion of a national government. It is
the whole notion of a Federal system of
sharing so that all parts of the country
are uplifted simultaneously.

We have some great public schools in
Massachusetts. We have some great
public schools in some urban centers
where mayors have paid particular at-
tention to help scrounge up enough
money. But even in those areas, they
are desperate for additional Federal as-
sistance and for more capacity to do
the things they know they need to do.
Yet here we are with a budget resolu-
tion on the floor of the Senate which
gives a very meager increase to the
special needs side of the ledger. We are
happy for some increase on the special
needs side, but we fundamentally re-
duce the capacity of our schools to face
this most important mission.

It ought to be an acceptable national
priority that our citizens are well edu-
cated. It may be a responsibility of the
local level to actually do it, but it is

certainly a Federal priority that it is
done. If we have the capacity by
leveraging resources to the local com-
munities to empower those local com-
munities to be able to achieve that na-
tional priority, we ought to do it.

Americans may not be aware that in
the budget we are about to spend $1.8
trillion of collected taxpayers’ money.
People ask, My God, out of $1.8 trillion
we cannot find $5 billion additional for
education?

A lot of that budget obviously goes
to pay for the entitlement programs,
including Social Security, Medicare,
military retirement, and Federal and
civilian disability benefits. We will
spend over $1 trillion of the $1.8 trillion
on all of the entitlement programs,
which no one has suggested we will
suddenly cut or stop. Then we have the
defense spending as well as everything
else the Government does that will
come out of the remaining $600 or $700
billion. Out of that $600 billion, we
have to make interest payments on the
national debt, pay for our defense,
build our highways, channel our har-
bors, finance mass transit, pay for
housing assistance, nutrition pro-
grams, finance health research, public
health programs, fund crime control,
drug trafficking, and foreign aid, which
is minuscule compared to the total
budget. All of these are by choice of
our majority, and when measured
against other significant choices, it
leaves precious little money for edu-
cation.

Why? Because they want to give a
$150 billion, 5-year tax break to the
wealthiest people in America. Every
single tax break they have ever
brought to the floor of the Senate has
been with 60 percent or more going to
the top 20 percent of income earners of
America. I have gladly voted for many
of the tax cuts we have given over the
last years I have been in the Senate. In
the year 2000, we are looking at about
a 1-million-person gap in the high-
skilled labor needs of this country.

Kids in our schools test ahead only of
Cyprus and South Africa in math and
science. Kids in our country are read-
ing at a 1988 level that hasn’t pro-
gressed since then. Because of the prop-
erty tax revolution in California, Mas-
sachusetts, and a lot of other States,
we saw the schools decimated over the
last 10 years. Programs were cut, li-
braries were shut, and teachers’ pay
was not raised. We now need 2 million
additional teachers in the course of the
next 10 years. We need 1 million of
those teachers over the course of the
next 5 years.

It is precious hard to find a kid out of
most colleges who says, I want to
teach, when teaching means starting
anywhere from $22,000 though $27,000,
and after 15 years of teaching and get-
ting a master’s degree you can get into
the thirties and the forties, depending
on the system in which you are work-
ing in this country. Their colleagues
from college will be earning $40,000 and
$50,000 a year within a couple of years

of getting out of college. College grad-
uates today have $50,000 or $100,000 in
loans and have to begin paying back
those loans immediately.

What kid at the top percentile of
their class, with $100,000 in loans, will
say, yes, I will go into an urban center
at $20,000-plus a year, so I never have a
chance to send my kids to college un-
less they get a scholarship or I some-
how qualify for assistance? If that isn’t
a national emergency, I don’t know
what is a national emergency.

Yet this budget does nothing to ad-
dress the question of how the Federal
Government is going to assist these
revenue-starved communities to be
able to deal with the problem of edu-
cation in this country. It does nothing
to answer the question of executives
across the Nation about how they will
have a skilled labor pool in the future
that will be able to address the ques-
tion of education. It goes backwards.
Under their proposal, there will be a
cut.

The President has proposed a hiring
of teachers to reduce class sizes so we
get a nationwide average of 18 students
per class. But what happens? Under
their proposal, 20,000 new teachers
could not be hired in order to do that.
It cuts $540 million from the Presi-
dent’s request for 21st century commu-
nity learning centers where approxi-
mately 1.6 million school-age children
in over 6,000 new centers would have
access to before- and afterschool pro-
grams. Again, it defies common sense
to believe we are going to continue to
turn our backs.

I do understand some of it. I under-
stand some of our colleagues on the Re-
publican side of the aisle don’t want to
put money into the Federal education
system unless it is done in one way—
maybe a big block grant that has no
targeting whatever with respect to any
of the priorities we might embrace as a
Federal Government.

For instance, if we happen to believe
it is important in certain States that
Head Start be a priority or that after-
school programs be a priority or early
childhood intervention be a priority,
and we think as a matter of Federal
priorities it is very important that at
least the Federal Government say, hey,
you go decide how you want to spend
the money—if you want to put it into
this kind of child care or that kind of
child care, that is your business; we
just want to make sure some of it goes
to child care; that is all we are looking
for—we cannot even get that kind of an
agreement.

The great divide in the Senate is over
putting some money into a grant where
there is so much discretion that States
that have never chosen to do any of
these things could continue to choose
not to do any of these things. Is that a
smart expenditure of Federal dollars? I
don’t think so.

We are not even going to have an op-
portunity in this budget resolution to
guarantee that the kind of dollars that
ought to be part of that will be part of
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it. So we will see reductions in the
total amount of expenditure in order to
have some huge tax cut as a matter of
priority at a time when the Federal
component of taxation is at its lowest
level since I have been in the Senate. It
seems to me we ought to be measuring
our priorities a little bit more care-
fully.

I know my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle are going to come to
the floor and say: We put additional
money into the special needs sector,
into IDEA. They have about $1 billion
that goes into IDEA.

All the other priorities, the real stuff
of educating in America today, are in
the cities and the rural areas that do
not have the tax base. No matter what
they say about money that will go into
education spending, there is nothing in
this budget that will guarantee those
communities most in need are going to
find the additional funding they need
to address the needs of education in the
country.

We should be talking about putting
somewhere between $40 billion to $50
billion over the next 10 years in addi-
tional funding for education. We should
probably have a significant separate
trust fund that guarantees education is
going to be the kind of top priority it
needs to be, so every school in America
has the ability to keep its doors open
into the evening so parents—who are
working extra hours, many of them
single parents who have their kids in
child care during the day and would
like to have ongoing education—can
participate in the new economy and
have the ability to use school facilities
well into the evening, even while their
children may be there also getting
their homework done in a secure envi-
ronment so they can go to school the
next day ready to learn.

In community after community in
the United States, there are kids on
waiting lists for Head Start, early
childhood intervention—for all those
programs that bring a child to the first
grade ready to learn. I have talked to
so many first grade teachers who tell
me they have kids coming into a class-
room with 25 kids in a class, 30 kids in
a class, and the kids cannot even do
the elementary things kids coming to
first grade ought to be able to do such
as early numbers or recognizing shapes
and forms and colors. So they have to
step aside and they have to deal with
the problem of that child, magnified
five, six, seven, eight times over, and
try to deal with the mainstreaming of
a full class of 25 kids at the same time.

We believe the standard of education
that requires you have 18 kids and no
more in a class is appropriate. These
are the kinds of priorities left out of
this budget. I regret that enormously. I
regret this budget is a negative against
even the rate of growth of inflation. I
hope we will have a chance to rectify
that in the days ahead.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
SANTORUM). Who yields time?

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, how
much time do I have in opposition to
the amendment?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has 36 minutes remaining.

Mr. DOMENICI. I yield up to 20 min-
utes to the distinguished Senator from
New Hampshire.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Hampshire is recognized
for 20 minutes.

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I thank
the Senator from New Mexico. I con-
gratulate him on putting together this
budget resolution, which was a very
difficult task in the present climate. It
is ironic; when we are running sur-
pluses, it is almost more difficult to
put together a budget than when we
are running deficits. But through the
adept and able leadership of the Sen-
ator from New Mexico, this budget has
come forward. It is an excellent effort
to address the issues which are critical
to our country, especially the issue of
protecting Social Security, as he does
in this budget, so no Social Security
funds are spent for anything other than
Social Security, and the effort to pro-
tect some of the on-budget surplus so it
will be available for debt reduction but
also for reducing taxes for hard-work-
ing Americans who pay that extra
money in that is no longer needed by
the Government.

The effort we are talking about today
is in a number of categorical areas, but
specifically today we are mentioning
the area of education. I wanted to
speak to the Bingaman amendment and
some of the comments that were made,
especially by the Senator from Massa-
chusetts, first to their inaccuracy and
second their inconsistency as to how
we address quality education in this
country. In fact, I can speak to the re-
marks of both Senators from Massa-
chusetts who have spoken on this topic
because I tend to disagree rather point-
edly with both of them.

Let me begin with Senator BINGA-
MAN’s amendment. He held up a chart.
It has been referred to by a number of
Senators on the other side. The chart
showed how much of an increase the
Democratic leadership proposed in
spending, and then they showed the Re-
publican budget on the same account,
same chart. They showed our budget
being about $5 billion below what they
were. What they failed to put up on the
chart—which I found ironic and sort of
misleading, relative to the way the de-
bate was going—is the President’s
number.

What did the President ask for in
education? What the President asked
for in education, if they had put it on
the chart, would look something like
this: The President asked for the
greenish-blue line here. I am not sure
what color you would call that—aqua, I
guess. The aqua line here, that rep-
resents the President’s request in edu-
cation. Our request, what we put in the
budget for education, is the red line. In
each of the years of the budget, the Re-
publican budget exceeds what the

President of the United States asked
for in education.

This yellow insert here—which we
had to jury-rig because we did not ac-
tually have the chart of the Senator
from New Mexico—would be the Senate
Democratic proposal. It is a dramatic
increase over what the President re-
quested and what we have put in our
budget, which is an increase over what
the President requested.

So there is a bit of inconsistency for
the Members of the other side of the
aisle to come to the floor and savage
the Republicans in this House, and the
Republican budget, on the issue of edu-
cation and not mention the fact we ex-
ceeded the President’s request. Why
didn’t they savage the President’s
budget, too? Why didn’t the Senator
from California, Mrs. BOXER—she said
we did not care about kids—say the
President didn’t care about kids?
Maybe she just forgot. The President’s
budget was actually less—less than
what we have put in our budget for
education.

I think what we have is a classic at-
tempt at grandstanding, trying to
throw more money at an issue and try-
ing to address a problem, not by ad-
dressing it substantively but simply by
saying: We outspent you on that issue,
so you don’t do as well as we do on edu-
cation.

Actually, we do very well on edu-
cation. As I mentioned, we exceed the
President’s number in each year. It is
not the dollars so much; it is the way
we spend the dollars that I think is im-
portant to note. This is where I have
disagreements with both Senators from
Massachusetts who recently spoke on
this matter, because there is a funda-
mental disagreement of philosophy on
how we should address education. It is
not a difference over money, really. As
I said, our dollars exceed what the
President requested for education. It is
a difference of philosophy.

Stated very simply, there are two
philosophical differences. The first is
that on the Republican side of the
aisle, we think when the Federal Gov-
ernment says to the local school dis-
tricts, you must spend a certain
amount of money on education and we,
the Federal Government, will help you
by paying a percentage of the cost of
that spending, when the Federal Gov-
ernment puts that type of mandate on
local school districts, the Federal Gov-
ernment ought to live up to its obliga-
tion. It ought to pay the money it says
it is going to pay. Before it starts new
educational programs, it ought to pay
for the ones it already requires from
the States.

What am I talking about here? Spe-
cial education, IDEA. It has been al-
luded to by the other side of the aisle.
It is almost a throwaway line there, at
least from the Senator from Massachu-
setts, Mr. KERRY: Oh, sure, the Repub-
licans will talk about IDEA, but we
have done more about education; we
don’t have to worry about IDEA.

IDEA is probably the most signifi-
cant area you could find where the
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Federal Government has failed to ful-
fill its obligations to the school dis-
tricts of this country. It is the largest
unfunded mandate which the Federal
Government puts on the States and the
school districts, and which therefore
causes the States and school districts
to have to pay for the Federal share
and, as a result, take local resources
and reallocate them to pay the Federal
obligation and, as a result, skew the
local budgets.

Local school districts, which would
probably want to have better language
courses, better computers, maybe more
teachers, better trained teachers,
smaller classes, can’t do any of these
things, in many instances, because
they are having to take a large amount
of their local dollars to pay for the
Federal share of special education.

On this side of the aisle, we have said
that is wrong. We have said it is wrong
now for 4 years. Every one of the Presi-
dent’s budgets that has come up here
over the last 4 years has had virtually
no increase in special education fund-
ing, even though the Federal Govern-
ment, when we arrived as a Republican
Senate, was only paying 6 percent of
the costs of special ed funding in this
country when it originally said it was
going to pay 40 percent of the costs.
Even though the Federal Government
was paying such a minimal part of the
cost of special education, this adminis-
tration has never sent us a budget that
has significantly increased special edu-
cation dollars.

They have always taken the attitude,
and it has been supported by the other
side of the aisle: What the heck, let the
local school districts pick up the Fed-
eral share. We are going to start a new
categorical program that says to the
local school districts you must, in
order to get the Federal dollars, start
this new program, too, rather than
funding the special ed dollars which
were originally owed.

The practical effect of that, as I have
said, is to skew the local budgets, and
too many local school districts have
been unable to do things they might
have wanted to do because they have
had to cover the Federal share of spe-
cial education dollars.

So what did we as a Republican Sen-
ate do? We changed that paradigm. In
the last 4 years, we have more than
doubled the funding for special edu-
cation. We have gone from 6 percent up
to almost 13 percent of the special ed
dollars. In this budget, we increase it
significantly again. It is our No. 1 pri-
ority. Yes, it is our No. 1 priority as a
Congress, as a Republican Congress:
Fund special education because that is
our obligation. We said we would do
that back in 1976, when Public Law 94–
142 was passed.

So it is not a throwaway line for us.
It is something we should do. Yes, that
is where some of our dollars are flow-
ing. When we exceed the President’s
budget in education spending, which we
do, some of that excess spending in
education goes into special ed, a sig-

nificant amount more than what the
President requested. He requested vir-
tually none, no increase.

So that is the first fundamental dif-
ference. We believe the special ed stu-
dent deserves to get the funds, the
funding support to which the Federal
Government originally committed.

(Mr. HAGEL assumed the chair.)
Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, why do

we believe that? We believe it, first, be-
cause it is an unfunded mandate, but
more important, because in our school
districts across this country, that spe-
cial-needs child and his or her parents
are being put in the impossible position
of going into school meeting after
school meeting and being told that re-
sources are being used to pay for their
child that should be used to pay for
other children in the school district.

As a result, the special-needs chil-
dren and their parents are being put in
an untenable position. They did noth-
ing wrong. The people who did things
wrong were the President and this ad-
ministration for failing to fund special
ed.

We are saying let’s give the special-
needs children in this country a little
relief, and let’s fund special ed.

Mr. SANTORUM. Will the Senator
yield for a question?

Mr. GREGG. Yes.
Mr. SANTORUM. The Senator from

Massachusetts, who just spoke, talked
about how their legislation targets
those schools in inner cities and poor
areas that are most in need of this help
and that our increase in spending will
not do that. Can the Senator from New
Hampshire tell me where the highest
percentage of populations of IDEA stu-
dents are located?

Mr. GREGG. Ironically, in Massachu-
setts, from where the Senator who was
just speaking comes, 30 percent of their
students are coded as special needs. If
one looks at it across the country,
most special-needs children, regret-
tably, do come from lower income
school districts. They tend to have a
higher percentage of kids in special
needs.

Mr. SANTORUM. I guess my question
is, by putting more money into IDEA,
are we actually sending more money
into the schools on which he believes
we need to be focusing?

Mr. GREGG. There is no question
about that. As we increase special edu-
cation funding, the Senator from Penn-
sylvania is absolutely right, more of
that funding will be flowing to schools
in lower income districts and also in
rural districts.

Mr. SANTORUM. I thank the Sen-
ator.

Mr. GREGG. The second philo-
sophical difference we have with the
other side of the aisle is, again, high-
lighted by the discussion of the Sen-
ator from Massachusetts who said es-
sentially there are a lot of States that
do not know what they are doing in the
area of education and we, the Federal
Government, do know what we are
doing; therefore, the programs from

the Federal Government should be cat-
egorical so that States live up to their
obligations to do what we in the Fed-
eral Government tell them they should
do in education.

It is essentially the attitude of ‘‘we
know best’’ in Washington how to run
the school districts across this coun-
try; that the people who run the school
districts—the local school boards that
are usually elected, the local legisla-
tures that are always elected, and the
Governors of States who are elected—
that these individuals, for whom edu-
cation is usually their No. 1 priority
because it is their No. 1 spending issue,
as compared with the Federal Govern-
ment which has other priorities like
national defense, Medicare and Social
Security, these individuals who are al-
most all elected are not capable of
doing their job.

That is essentially the attitude
taken on the other side of the aisle
when they say we in the Federal Gov-
ernment know best how to run edu-
cation and States do not know what
they are doing in education; therefore,
our programs must be categorical.
They must tell the States exactly what
they must do with dollars coming to
them from Washington.

It is a little bit of a disconnect, of
course, because the dollars coming
from Washington did not start in
Washington. They started in the
States. They came to Washington.
Then we took 15 to 20 percent off the
top and sent it back to the States.
Maybe they got 80 percent back, but
certainly not 100 percent. In any event,
it is not our money in Washington.

As a practical matter, we do not
know more about running a school
than the local school districts. I, for
example, do not contend I know more
about the Epping School District than
the people in Epping or the people on
the school board in Epping. When they
look at their elementary school, they
know whether they need another
teacher or another classroom, whether
they need computers or whether they
happen to need a new baseball field or
language course. I do not know that. It
is not my purpose to tell them how to
run their school district. So our philos-
ophy of education on this side is a lit-
tle different.

They say it is a block grant; just
send the money. No, that is not it at
all. The Elementary and Secondary
Education Act, which we passed in the
HELP Committee a couple of weeks
ago, will be before the Senate in a few
weeks. That bill has a brandnew ap-
proach to education. The theme is not
that we are going to send the money
back in a great big huge block grant
and the States can do whatever they
want. It is not we are going to send it
back with a targeted proposal and tell
people what they must do with it. It is
a different approach.

The theme is, first, that funds should
be spent for purposes of the child. The
child is the center of our attention.
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Second, we will look for achievement

on the part of the child to be sure they
are actually learning.

Third, there is flexibility.
And fourth, there is accountability.
We have reoriented these programs

so that we send the money back, yes.
For example, in our Teacher Empower-
ment Act, we send the money back in
a rather large lump sum. We take the
Eisenhower grants and the class size
money and put it together. Then we
say: You can use this money, local
school districts. You do not have to
hire a new teacher if you do not need a
new teacher. You can use it to hire new
teachers if you want to reduce class
size. You can use it to improve the
ability of your teachers to teach. You
can use it to give teachers more sup-
port. You can even use it to pay teach-
ers. They cannot keep the really good
teachers in the classrooms because
they are being hired by the private sec-
tor. This is especially true of our
science and math teachers who are
leaving because the opportunities are
so lucrative outside education.

You can pay teachers more to keep
them by using bonus payments. You
can use it for any of those things, but
you have to produce results. We are not
going to tell you how to produce re-
sults. We are not going to tell you that
you must have 17 kids to every teacher.
We are not going to tell you that you
must have a computer in every class-
room. We are not going to tell you that
you must have a classroom that is 6
feet by 25 feet or 12 feet by 13 feet. We
are not going to tell you how many
books you must have in your library.

No, we say: You can get the money
and use it for these defined areas, and
you have flexibility to use it in those
areas, but you have to show us that the
academic achievement of the low-in-
come child—because that is where
ESEA is basically aimed in the title I
funds—is improving in relation to the
other kids in the school. You have to
have tests—not designed by the Fed-
eral Government; we are not out to de-
sign tests because that means we end
up designing curriculum—tests that
are designed by the local school dis-
tricts and the States. Those tests have
to ascertain annually whether or not
the children in the low-income cat-
egories are improving academically.

What a radical idea—we expect kids
to learn. We are not going to tell
schools how to teach. We are not going
to tell schools the ratio of their class-
es. We are not going to tell schools the
size of their classes. What we say is
take this money and show us that kids
are learning something and that they
are improving in their academic
achievement.

That is a very radical idea. It is the
idea we are pushing forward as an ap-
proach to education. It is not a block
grant. It is not: Here is all the money
and you can do whatever you want
with it. It is: Here are the dollars, but
we are not smart enough to tell you,
the local school district, how to im-

prove your children’s education and
what you need because we cannot look
into every classroom and guide every
classroom, even though they would
like to do that on the other side of the
aisle.

On the other side of the aisle, they
want to have a string running from
every desk out to every classroom in
America; 30,000 strings running off the
desks, and pull a string here and there
so every classroom in America has to
fall into exactly what we outline in
Congress. That is not the approach we
suggest.

The approach we suggest is, take the
money and use it in a variety of dif-
ferent areas; have flexibility, but then
show us, prove to us, that achievement
is improving amongst those children
who are targeted with the dollars. That
is our approach to education. That is
what is funded in this bill.

Let me remind you, one more time,
what the Bingaman amendment fails to
mention: Our funding in this bill ex-
ceeds the President’s funding in his
budget. Therefore, our proposals in this
bill make a lot of sense. They address
the IDEA issue; they address special
ed; they address the need to fund chil-
dren in schools at a level that is appro-
priate and actually exceeds the Presi-
dent’s level, and, more importantly
than that, they expect the kids to
achieve. As a result of achieving, we
are going to get a much better return
for the dollars we spend.

Mr. KERRY. Would the Senator yield
for a question?

Mr. GREGG. Sure.
Mr. KERRY. It is my understanding,

reading the Republican budget, that
$2.3 billion of the money that the Sen-
ator claims is for an increase——

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I will
have to reserve my time. If the Senator
wants to use his time to ask a ques-
tion, I would be happy to yield.

Mr. REID. We yield, off the resolu-
tion, 3 minutes to the Senator from
Massachusetts.

Mr. KERRY. My understanding is,
$2.3 billion is for a new mandatory pro-
gram that will not even be spent until
the year 2005. That leaves an imme-
diate increase of $2.2 billion. But the
Republican budget resolution also as-
sumes the $700 million increase in Pell
grants. That brings it up to the Presi-
dent’s level. It claims the $2.6 billion
increase for elementary and secondary
education programs alone, of which $1
billion is reserved for the IDEA. That
means you have supposedly a total of
$3.3 billion specified for K through 12.
But the resolution only allows for a
$2.2 billion increase because you do not
even have an expenditure permission
until 2005 for $2.3 billion. So there is a
lot of ‘‘robbing Peter to pay Paul.’’

Is that not true?
Mr. GREGG. Well, obviously it is not

true. As the Senator knows, this is
budget authority. Maybe the Senator
skipped over that point or maybe he
did not understand it. It is possible ei-
ther way. But in either case, the Sen-
ator is wrong.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.
Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, that is

not an answer to simply say it is
wrong.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
yields time?

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I would
like to make a comment, if I may.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
yields time?

Mr. REID. The Senator from Massa-
chusetts is yielded 3 minutes.

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, that is a
classic response to simply say the Sen-
ator is wrong. But there is no showing
to the contrary. The language of the
budget is absolutely clear. There is no
question it forces $1.1 billion in cuts.
But the way to have a debate is—to
simply say it is wrong, and question
whether the Senator’s facts or capacity
to even understand the facts are cor-
rect, I mean, we could talk about rule
XIX here, but I am not going to do
that. But I would suggest, we deserve a
better debate than that.

I yield the remainder of my time to
the distinguished manager.

Mr. REID addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nevada.
Mr. REID. Mr. President, the Senator

from Washington is yielded 15 minutes.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington.
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I have

come to the floor today to offer my
support and thanks to Senators BINGA-
MAN and KENNEDY for offering this ex-
tremely important amendment.

Senator KERRY is exactly correct.
The budget proposal before us is a
sleight of hand. We should not be duped
by that. It is very clear, in looking at
the budget, that it shortchanges Amer-
ica’s students.

The Republican budget proposal says
tax cuts for a few are more important
than a first-rate education for all of
our children. Their budget tells stu-
dents across America a tax cut is more
important than their future.

We think that is wrong. We think
that is incredibly wrong. We do not
think America’s students should only
get the spare change left over after the
Republican tax cut. America’s students
should not be the last in line in this
budget. That is why we are offering
this amendment today, to make sure
all students get the resources they
need to reach their full potential.

The Republican budget that is before
us is very crafty because at first glance
it looks as if education funding has
been increased. But when you look
closely at the numbers, it is really an
empty promise. Senator KERRY of Mas-
sachusetts pointed that out. The rhet-
oric of this budget does not meet its re-
ality.

I do want to acknowledge one thing.
This underlying budget does one thing
right. It does fund special education
programs that the Senator from New
Hampshire talked so eloquently about
a few moments ago. That is important.
We agree with that. Unfortunately,
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that is the only thing this budget does
well.

But every other education invest-
ment—whether it is reducing class size
or improving teacher quality or mod-
ernizing our schools—is not treated as
a priority in this budget. There are no
guarantees in this budget that those
other vital education programs will get
the investments they need to continue
to help America’s students.

This budget funds one program and
leaves the other programs hanging. It
does not have to be this way. That is
why I am supporting the Bingaman
amendment.

This amendment says we can support
special education. In fact, we support
the same level as the Senator from
New Hampshire. We are not disagreeing
with that. But it says we can fund that
and other key education investments
at the same time. We should not have
to choose which students get served.
We should be serving every student.
This amendment shows us how we can
do that.

This budget’s misplaced priorities
will be felt in classrooms across the
country. I am very concerned that this
budget does not provide the resources
to help our public schools move for-
ward. I am concerned that this budget
abandons the programs we know are
working for students across this coun-
try.

Parents are asking us—pleading with
us—to become partners with their local
districts to help them with over-
crowded classrooms. This Republican
budget fails to make a commitment to
reduce class size.

Teachers are asking us for more help
in mastering the best ways to teach
our children the basics. The Republican
budget fails to make a commitment to
teacher quality.

Students are asking us for schools
where they can feel safe and secure
when they get off that schoolbus or
walk to school every day. This Repub-
lican budget fails to make a commit-
ment to school safety.

Parents are asking—and pleading—
for afterschool programs so their chil-
dren will not get into trouble or be-
come victims of violence after school.
This Republican budget fails to make a
commitment to afterschool programs.

Teachers and students are asking for
school buildings that are modern. This
Republican budget fails to make a
commitment to modernizing our aging
schools.

The American people are asking for a
stronger commitment to the programs
that make a difference in their child’s
education. But the Republicans are too
focused on their exploding tax cut to
meet these needs of America’s stu-
dents.

This budget freezes our progress.
That is why our amendment would put
the resources where parents and teach-
ers and students need them the most.

The amendment before us will ensure
adequate funding for a number of key
educational priorities. To reduce over-

crowded classrooms, this amendment
will provide $1.75 billion to continue
our Class Size Reduction Program. Any
Senator here can go home to their
State, to their local schools that have
taken advantage of the class size
money we have passed over the last 2
years, and talk to teachers, and hear
them say the same things I hear; which
is, it has made an incredible difference.

I have teachers tell me every time I
visit one of these classrooms that,
where 5 years ago, 3 years ago, they
had 24, 25, 30 kids in a classroom, that
today, where they have 16, 17, 18 kids in
a classroom, the difference is remark-
able.

Teachers tell me in the small classes
we have provided dollars for, in the
first, second, and third grades, that
those students—every one of them—
will be able to read at the end of this
year because of that reduced class size.
This is making a difference. We have to
keep that obligation going. We need to
keep that partnership going.

Schools tell me every day they could
not have done it without the commit-
ment and the partnership of the Fed-
eral Government. The underlying budg-
et fails to meet that. With this amend-
ment, we on our Democratic side meet
that obligation.

Our amendment modernizes school
buildings by providing $1.3 billion. I
was in a school a week ago where kids
were in portables with no running
water. In order to go to the bathroom
they had to go outside in the rain,
which is not uncommon in my State,
go to another building and come back
soaked. I saw kids in coats in class-
rooms because there was not enough
heat in the school buildings.

We recognize we have an obligation,
a partnership that we need to provide
at the Federal level to meet these basic
needs. Our amendment does that. This
amendment looks at improving teacher
quality. It provides $2 billion for pro-
fessional development to recruit new
educators and reward excellent teach-
ers. We all understand that we need to
make sure we have young people today
committed to becoming teachers for
our students tomorrow. We need to
provide the dollars to partner with our
local schools to make sure that they
can recruit those best and brightest
among our young students to be the
teachers for our classrooms tomorrow.

This amendment ensures that stu-
dents have safe educational activities
at the end of the school day. It ensures
adequate funding for afterschool pro-
grams. I commend Senator BOXER for
her tremendous work on this initiative.
We address that in this amendment.

To make sure that disadvantaged
students have the extra classroom at-
tention they need, this amendment will
increase funding for title I programs by
$1 billion. I have heard a lot of rhetoric
in the HELP Committee and on the
floor about local control and sending
money to the States and that this is
somehow miraculously going to hap-
pen. Talk to your local schools, as I

have; talk to your title I schools. They
will tell you this program has changed
dramatically since its inception. They
will tell you they have much more
flexibility and local control. They fear
us sending a block grant to the State
will mean they lose the access and the
ability to ensure that the money will
be there for disadvantaged students in
the future.

This amendment recognizes how im-
portant title I funding is to ensure that
the kids at the bottom get the oppor-
tunity to learn as well. We increase
title I funding by $1 billion to address
the incredible needs out there.

Finally, this amendment will in-
crease funding for Pell grants, grants
that help disadvantaged students go to
college, by $400 per year for each stu-
dent. I would guess that my colleagues
hear the same thing I hear when I talk
to young people about the incredible
amount of debt they accrue when they
go to college, debt they have to pay off.
We have to make sure we allow the
kids at the bottom to have access to
higher education. We recognize this in
the amendment by increasing the Pell
grants for students so we can assure
that more young people can go on to
college and our best and brightest will
be encouraged to go on to college no
matter what their income is.

These are the types of investments
we should be making in America’s
young people. Unfortunately, the Re-
publicans have the wrong priorities in
their budget. They are putting their
tax cut ahead of the needs of America’s
students. We know they are wrong, and
we have introduced this amendment to
make sure our students don’t lose out.

I urge my colleagues to support this
amendment. For those members of the
majority who are inclined to oppose it,
I want them to know this amendment
would take only 15 percent of the tax
cut and put it towards education. I
can’t think of a better priority for this
Senate to support. I don’t think it is
too much to ask for America’s stu-
dents. By voting for this amendment,
we will be saying that the young people
of our country are a priority. They de-
serve a budget that treats them as a
priority.

I thank the Chair and yield my time
back to the Senator from Nevada.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the Senator
from Connecticut, Mr. DODD, is yielded
15 minutes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut.

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, before my
colleague from Washington leaves the
floor, let me commend her for a very
fine and eloquent statement. She
brings to this debate not only an intel-
lectual commitment to the issue but
hands-on experience from her previous
life directly involved in the education
of young children.

I think it is valuable for us to pay at-
tention to our colleagues who bring
their life experiences to this Chamber
and can help us be better enlightened
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about what is needed. We certainly lis-
ten to our fellow colleague from Ten-
nessee, a good doctor, when he talks
about health care issues. We listen to
other Members who were part of the
private sector and add a significant
contribution to the debate. It is a for-
tunate moment, indeed, that we have
an educator, an elementary and sec-
ondary schoolteacher who was involved
in early education, in our midst. I
thank her for her efforts not only
today but over the years on education
issues.

I also commend the author of this
amendment, our colleague from New
Mexico, Senator BINGAMAN, and the
other cosponsors of this proposal.

It has already been pointed out but it
is worth repeating: There are roughly
55 million children, from Maine to Cali-
fornia, every day getting up to go to
school. Of that 55 million who went off
to school today, 50 million of them
walked through the doors of a public
school.

Our primary obligation is, obviously,
to these students in public schools.
That is not to say we are uninterested
or not involved with the 5 million who
go to private or parochial schools or a
home school. But our fundamental,
basic obligation goes to the public in-
stitutions that serve all children no
matter their means, needs or back-
grounds. That is primarily where our
tax dollars flow.

Now, the federal investment in
schools overall is small, shockingly
small. Seven cents on every dollar that
is contributed to the educational needs
of children comes from the Federal
Government; 93 cents of every dollar
comes from State and local taxes. The
lion’s share of the cost of education is
borne at the local and State level.

Historically, we have contributed as
much as 12 percent. Today, we are
down to 7. Although that is better than
some recent years when it was even
lower. This debate about what we do
with our 7 cents may not seem like
much, but to local communities, to
parent-teacher associations, to school
boards, to teachers, to superintendents,
to principals at the local level, this 7
cents is important. It helps direct
scarce and valuable resources towards
those elements of national educational
need that are most pronounced, most
in demand, or should be.

For those who argue a block grant
approach to the States, we do a great
disservice to our local communities,
where the bulk of the education costs
are borne. We do a great disservice to
them to deprive them of the direct
funding in the areas they are crying
out for help. To merely send a check
back to the States, knowing full well
that so many of these local commu-
nities lack the kinds of clout and influ-
ence at the State level, particularly
those communities, rural and urban,
that are most in need, is to do a great
disservice to the parents and edu-
cators, to the citizens of those commu-
nities.

Outside of the dollar amounts, block
grants also are a step backward in time
as well as policy. We tried a block
grant approach in the past. Basically,
it was revenuesharing. I think the
American public wants more than that.
They want us to offer a sense of na-
tional purpose, what ought to be our
goals, how best to achieve them, and
support the efforts of local schools,
local communities in meeting these.

Our goal is to get the dollars back to
the community and the schools as fast
and in the most direct, targeted way
we can and not allow it to be inter-
rupted. I hope as we go through the
process this year of talking about the
Elementary and Secondary Education
Act, we will keep in mind that it is our
relationship with our parents, students
and local communities, not with the
States, on which we ought to focus.

Beyond these policy differences, this
budget highlights our differences with
the funding approach of the majority.
When it comes to resource allocation,
the majority claims that they have, in
fact, increased spending on our schools,
but the numbers just don’t add up. I
will explain why.

The No. 1 priority in this budget is a
major tax cut. Again, I think the
American public has spoken rather
clearly on this issue. This budget pro-
vides for $150 billion of tax cuts, at a
minimum, over 5 years. Paying down
the debt, dealing with Medicare, Social
Security, and improving the quality of
education in this country are a distant
second, if even that, to that primary
goal—A tax cut. Even though these
other needs hold a far greater sense of
priority for most Americans than a
large tax cut which most people think
is not warranted in this kind of an
economy, the best economy we have
had in the history of our country. To
fund this tax cut, the budget cuts over-
all nondefense discretionary programs
by 6.2 percent.

On education, this budget claims a
$4.5 billion increase in spending. Keep
these numbers in mind. They say $4.5
billion; $2.3 billion of that is for a new
mandatory program, a new program—it
is hard enough to get funding for exist-
ing ones—a new mandatory program
that won’t be spent until the year 2005,
5 years from now. That leaves an in-
crease of $2.2 billion of the $4.5 billion.

The Republican budget resolution
also assumes a $700 million increase in
Pell grants to increase the maximum
grant by $200 to $3,500, and a $2.6 billion
increase for elementary and secondary
education programs alone, of which $1
billion of that $2.6 billion is for special
education. If you have had your pencils
out and added this up, all of these good
sounding programs add up to $3.3 bil-
lion.

That means to simply provide fund-
ing for these stated commitments, and
level fund other programs, this budget
should provide $3.3 billion more than
what our colleagues said, but this
budget only provides for the additional
$2.2 billion in spending.

This gap can only be filled by cutting
other education programs—core na-
tional efforts, such as college work-
study, campus-based child care, TRIO,
and GEAR UP would have to be cut by
22 percent to meet these goals.

There is no great new deal for edu-
cation in America in this proposal.
This is just another in the string of Re-
publican budgets that undercut, under-
mine, and underfund education. The
math is not complicated here. They say
$4.5 billion, but this isn’t adequate to
meet their commitments. So to make
up the difference within the Depart-
ment of Education, you would have to
cut at least amount—22 percent—in the
areas I have described.

We have and will continue to take a
different approach on education fund-
ing. This is a key national priority. In
the amendment, we are offering we
make a simple proposition—a little bit
less in tax cuts, 10 percent, in the first
year, and 16 percent over 5 years, for an
additional $4.5 billion in education.
That means cutting the $150 billion tax
cut by about $15 billion—a tax cut no-
body wants—and applying it to edu-
cation to make all the difference in the
world for children, families, and edu-
cators across this country.

Let it be clear, the choice is simple
here. This amendment would support
our efforts to accelerate change and
improvement in our schools. The sta-
tus quo is unacceptable. Our schools
are improving. Children are doing bet-
ter in many areas. Reading and math
scores are up—not as high as they
should be, but they are up—in nearly
every age group and all the different
groups of students across the country,
particularly in our poorest schools.

Mr. President, but that is not good
enough. We need to accelerate the pace
of this change, and change doesn’t
come inexpensively. Someone once
said, ‘‘If you think education is expen-
sive, try ignorance as a cost.’’ That is
what we are going to get if we don’t
make intelligent investments in these
programs.

What we propose is more resources,
with more accountability and higher
expectation for success. The budget by
the majority, which is in front of us, of
less funding for education goes right
along with their proposals for edu-
cation—block granting programs cur-
rently focused on areas of national
need and concern, and transforming
targeted, successful programs into
vouchers for private schools. Remem-
ber, 50 million of the 55 million stu-
dents are going in the door of public
schools. This is a recipe for failure in
our public educational system—dollars
frittered away on the status quo, less
targeting, less funding, less account-
ability.

If you want no accountability, put
dollars into in a block grant. How do
you follow that or find out where the
dollars have gone if it ends up in one
big, large block of money that goes
back to the States? How do you track
that and keep account of it? For those
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of us who care about accountability,
one sure way to get less of it is to have
a block grant approach.

So we want to see less of the status
quo approach. Their policies and fund-
ing for them are tired, timid, and dan-
gerous for our schools. Block grants
and vouchers are proven failures; why
would we waste more dollars on them
in the beginning of the 21st century?

Instead, our amendment proposes to
reinvigorate our investments in our
public schools—as I said a moment
ago—which serve 90 percent of the
America’s 55 million students.

It would provide the needed resources
to train teachers across the country in
reading and literacy. It would support
local afterschool programs for an addi-
tional 1.6 million students. It would as-
sist local communities as they work to
transform school facilities into safe,
modern, learning environments for all
students. It would ensure smaller class
sizes in the early grades, when students
are most in need of attention as they
learn to read. Mr. President, it would
support tough accountability and re-
sults in targeting resources to the
schools that are most in need. It would
also shore up our national commitment
to support students as they move on to
postsecondary education.

This is no litany of Federal pro-
grams. These are real initiatives we
can afford to do with the 7 cents—our 7
cents on the dollar spent for elemen-
tary and secondary education—to as-
sist local communities, to see that our
towns and counties across this country
get the backing and support they need
in the Federal Government.

Ask any parent about class size; ask
them about afterschool programs and
about school safety; they are crying
out for this help. That is what they
want, and that is what this amendment
offered by our colleagues as an alter-
native to what is in this budget would
do.

The choice is very clear. Can we af-
ford to take about $10 billion or $15 bil-
lion over 5 years out of this tax cut
proposal and put it into the one area,
Education, that Americans all across
the economic, racial, ethnic, gender
spectrum, say they want to see this
Congress spend time and effort on?
They have never spoken more loudly or
clearly on an issue.

In light of that, we think this amend-
ment is a responsible, prudent, and effi-
cient way to continue to get the ac-
countability and resources necessary
to improve the quality of the education
of our children as we sit on the cusp of
the 21st century. With all of the chal-
lenges we will have, we should offer
nothing less than the very best we can
to see that local communities will have
the tools to succeed in what will be the
most competitive environment any
generation of Americans has ever had
to face in our 210-year history. For
those reasons, I strongly urge adoption
of this amendment.

I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington is recognized.

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, the
manager of the bill is on the floor. I
ask to be yielded some time, if he
would.

Mr. DOMENICI. If the Senator will be
patient a moment, how much time does
the Senator want?

Mr. GORTON. Ten minutes.
Mr. DOMENICI. I yield 10 minutes to

the Senator.
Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I have

listened with great care to the Senator
from Connecticut paradoxically claim-
ing that to create a half dozen new cat-
egorical education aid programs and
keeping control over all of them, to en-
able the U.S. Department of Education
to write a few hundred pages more of
rules and regulations, somehow or an-
other enhances local control.

Mr. President, that is an Alice in
Wonderland argument. A debate that
will be at the heart of education will
take place in this body next month
when the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act comes to the floor. By a
regrettable partisan vote, that com-
mittee has proposed an Elementary
and Secondary Education Act renewal
that gives more promise to increase
the academic performance of our stu-
dents than has any other educational
debate in this body for a decade or
more.

On one side, including the chairman
of the committee whose bill that is be-
fore us, are those who believe in true
education reform and the kind of inno-
vation that focuses not on how well
teachers and superintendents and prin-
cipals fill out Federal forms but on how
well our students actually do. On the
other side is the attitude that the Fed-
eral Government knows best and that
somehow or other men and women all
across the United States of America—
parents and teachers and principals
and superintendents and elected school
board members, most of them working
without compensation—somehow or
other don’t know or don’t care what is
best for their kids and we have to pro-
vide them with guidance.

Recently on this issue, one of my col-
leagues said that if we give these local
communities the right to set their own
education priorities, they will likely
use the money for ‘‘building a new
locker room or redecorating office
space.’’

On hearing this charge, one of my su-
perintendents, the superintendent of
the Oak Harbor School District, had
this to say:

School boards are very close to their con-
stituencies. Probably more than any other
type of governing body, they are sensitive to
the needs and demands of their communities.
After all, they see their constituents on a
daily basis at grocery stores, soccer fields
and dance concerts. A parent can easily in-
fluence all five of our board members. Ten
parents can move mountains locally. By con-
trast, what influence would these same peo-
ple have on the education department, or
even Congress? The best opportunity to
avoid wasteful expenditures of education
funds is at the local level where individual
citizens have the greatest power and influ-
ence.

Yet what do we have from the minor-
ity party in the health committee on
this request? Twenty new Federal edu-
cation programs. We already have
teacher training programs, to early
childhood programs, to programs for
delinquent and at-risk youths. They of-
fered these new programs in that com-
mittee even though the General Ac-
counting Office finds that we already
fund 127 at-risk and delinquent youth
programs in 15 Federal agencies and de-
partments, 86 teacher training pro-
grams in 9 Federal agencies and depart-
ments, and more than 90 early child-
hood programs in 11 Federal agencies
and departments. But, according to
them, we need 20 more to be added to
all of these.

Our view, to the contrary, is just
this. We should allow our States and
local education agencies to make the
determinations of how best to use this
money, and we should hold them ac-
countable in only one way so the stu-
dents actually do better.

We have offered three alternatives.
One is that any State that likes the
present system, that believes it is per-
fectly all right to fill out these forms,
that doesn’t mind a bureaucracy with
hundreds of different education pro-
grams, can continue to do it the way
they do it today. Any State that likes
the present system can continue it.

Fifteen States will be allowed the op-
portunity under Straight A’s simply to
take all of the money, give 95 percent
of it to the school districts in the same
proportion they get it today, and be ac-
countable only for the performance of
their students. And all of the other
States will be allowed the program pro-
posed by the National Governors’ Asso-
ciation, both Democrats and Repub-
licans, that would require title I money
at least to go directly down to the
school district in exactly the amounts
that it does today.

For 35 years under title I, we have at-
tempted to reduce the disparity be-
tween title I-eligible students and the
more privileged students who are not
eligible for title I. That disparity has
not increased. For the first time in
these programs, we are actually offer-
ing an incentive—more money to those
States that work to decrease the dis-
parity and show they have actually
been successful.

There is, unfortunately, a great gulf
between the two sides on this issue.
The one side likes the present system
and, in fact, apparently believes we
need more than 127 programs for at-
risk and delinquent youths, more than
90 early childhood programs, more than
86 different and distinct teacher train-
ing programs, more forms from the
Federal Government and from the bu-
reaucracy, and less trust in the ability
and interest of either State officials or
local school officials in making the de-
termination as to what our children
need to succeed.

That is simply wrong. The men and
women who know our children’s names
know best what they need to succeed in
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education. The accountability we set
out for them in our proposal is the
most fundamental accountability of
all. It is: To see to it that your stu-
dents do better, come up with a system
of tests that show whether or not they
are succeeding in their academic sub-
jects, and if they do succeed, you will
go forward with this flexibility; you
will in fact get more money.

The difference is striking. It is a
great contrast. But those who believe
in local control will allow the people in
our States and communities to have
that control, and we will not tell them
they have to spend their time filling
out forms and following hundreds of
pages of Federal regulations.

There is a great gulf between the two
sides in this debate. But our side is the
one that believes in the future of our
children and believes the future can
best be determined by their parents, by
their teachers, and by their elected
school board members at home.

To go down the road putting more
money into a failed system is to put
new wine in old bottles. The bottles
will simply burst and the wine be wast-
ed.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
thank Senator GORTON for the remarks
he made. I don’t think people remem-
ber that when we first started this
movement toward more flexibility and
control by local government and ac-
countability, SLADE GORTON offered the
first amendment. And there has been a
constant evolution in that direction. I
personally thank him for it.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I yield 10
minutes to the Senator from North
Carolina.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina.

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. President, I rise
in support of the Bingaman amend-
ment. The single most important thing
we do as a government is educate our
young people. What we should be doing
and talking about today in this debate
is making this decade ‘‘the education
decade.’’

We have in the United States the
best roads, the best technology, and
the best economy. But we don’t have
the best schools. We should be working
toward making our schools the envy of
the world.

I intend to submit a sense-of-the-Sen-
ate amendment later during the course
of this debate which provides that 10
percent of the non-Social Security sur-
plus will be devoted to education. I
think it is the kind of statement that
we as a body need to make to show the
American people we are committed to
providing the resources that are nec-
essary to educate our young people.

If I can make just one comment in
response to the Senator’s remarks,
what we are talking about in this de-
bate is simply providing the resources
for the programs that are so des-
perately needed, which I will talk
about in just a minute. We are not
talking about placing bureaucratic re-
strictions on State and local school

districts. I believe very strongly that
we don’t want our school systems run
out of Washington. In fact, we need our
school systems to be run at the State
and local level. We need to be sure they
have the flexibility to make the deci-
sions about what is best for their
schools. I support that. We support
that.

The issue we are debating today is
whether we are going to provide in this
budget process the resources that are
so desperately needed in our public
schools today. If we don’t provide these
resources, it is going to be impossible
for our children to compete in the
world. There is no doubt that they will
be required to compete in a global
economy. Our responsibility is to give
them the tools to compete. They will
not have the tools to compete unless
we provide the resources that are so
desperately needed by our public
schools.

I would like to talk briefly about
four areas.

First, afterschool programs: We have
thousands and thousands of children
all over this country who are on the
waiting list to get into afterschool pro-
grams.

I actually have some firsthand expe-
rience with afterschool programs be-
cause my wife and I helped start an
afterschool program in Raleigh, NC.

We have computers, we have tech-
nology, and volunteer tutors help chil-
dren to learn technology, help them
with their homework, help them pre-
pare for tests. I have been able to see
firsthand what happens when kids are
put on a level playing field and they
are all given a chance.

We know the time kids are most like-
ly to get in trouble is between the time
they get out of school and the time
their parents get home from work. It is
nobody’s fault their parents have to
work. We ought to give the kids a safe
place to go, a safe environment where
they can continue to learn and con-
tinue to be productive; equally impor-
tant, give them a sense of self-esteem
and make them believe they have an
equal opportunity to compete against
all the students around them. I have
seen firsthand what happens. Their
self-esteem grows, their self-image
grows; as a result, their engagement
grows and their grades improve. It hap-
pens over and over and over.

That is why afterschool programs are
so important. This is not about a line
item on a budget, this is about the
lives of our children.

Class size: Every teacher I encounter
tells me they feel as if they are baby-
sitting. It is impossible for them to
teach when they have 30, 32, 33 children
in a classroom. We have to do some-
thing about that.

We have trouble attracting good
teachers. We have trouble retaining
good teachers. Our responsibility is to
give teachers the tools they need to do
the job they want to do. They are pro-
fessionals. They are professionals who
are in this business because they want

to educate kids. We have to give them
an environment that allows them to be
effective. That is what reducing class
size is about. Making our kids effec-
tive, allowing kids to have access to
the teachers they say they so des-
perately want to have access to so they
can learn—that is what this debate is
about.

School construction and moderniza-
tion: Just a few weeks ago, I was at
Wayside Elementary School in States-
ville, NC, a small, overcrowded, school
built more than 50 years ago. They
have literally put pieces of carpet all
over the floor to cover asbestos tiles.
The roof is leaking. The children have
to go outside in order to go to the
bathrooms. There are trailers, mobile
homes, everywhere. The teachers who
teach in that school a couple years ago
got an incentive bonus. These are al-
ready underpaid teachers, but instead
of keeping the bonus money for them-
selves and their families, they turned
their bonuses back in to be used at the
school. It is obvious these teachers are
committed to the young people whom
they are trying to educate. These kids
cannot learn in a school that is falling
apart. They cannot learn when they
are sitting on top of each other in
classrooms.

What kind of message does it send to
the American people when these kids
go to the local mall, all the stores are
beautiful and shiny and new and well
built, and then they go to Wayside Ele-
mentary School, the building is falling
apart, patches of carpet are every-
where, the roof is leaking, and in order
to go to the bathroom they have to go
outside?

We need to do something about this.
We need to put our kids in good quality
buildings. We need to modernize the
schools. We need to do it in a fiscally
responsible and sound way. It is criti-
cally important we put our kids and
our teachers in an environment where
they can learn—the teachers can teach
and the kids can learn.

Finally, Title I: Visit the schools in
North Carolina, and the one thing you
learn immediately is, we don’t have a
level playing field. There are some
schools in Wake County and Mecklen-
burg County, Raleigh, and Charlotte
that are beautiful and new with lots of
technology. Go out into the rural areas
of North Carolina, and we find schools
that are falling apart, where they can’t
keep teachers. These are the schools at
which Title I is aimed.

Title I has not been as successful as
we would like in some areas. Although
it has done very good things, there is
more that needs to be done. We need to
make sure a child living in the country
in North Carolina has just as good an
opportunity to learn as a child who
lives in Raleigh or Charlotte. There is
absolutely no reason that a child who
is born in Raleigh, NC, should have an
opportunity for a better education
than a child who is born in rural North
Carolina. That is what Title I is about.
It is about leveling the playing field.
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There is nothing more important we

can do in the Senate this year than
focus on education. We must send a
clear and unmistakable message to the
American people that we are willing to
do whatever is necessary, financially
and otherwise, to support our public
school system, to educate our children,
to give our children a chance to com-
pete against every other child in this
global economy. That is what we
should be talking about today. That is
what we should be debating. More im-
portantly, that is what we should be
committing to do in this budget proc-
ess.

I yield the floor.
Mr. REID. I yield 10 minutes to the

Senator from New York.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

GREGG). The Senator from New York.
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I

thank the Senator for yielding. I thank
our Senator from New Mexico and the
Senator from Massachusetts and so
many others who have put together
this outstanding amendment. This
amendment is one of the most impor-
tant amendments we will vote on this
entire year.

We have moved into an economy
where ideas matter. As Alan Greenspan
puts it: High value is added no longer
by moving things but, rather, by think-
ing things. We cannot afford an edu-
cational system that the OECD—the 22
developed nations in North America,
Europe, and Japan—ranks, in America,
15th, 16th, or 17th.

I think Americans have come to-
gether on two types of issues: One, that
we are willing to spend more money on
education. We have to. When a starting
salary for a teacher is $24,000, when we
have such shortages of classrooms,
when we don’t have the kinds of things
we need for afterschool and computers
and all the things that make a modern
education worthwhile, there is only
one answer. It is money.

We all know the local property tax-
payer who from the beginning has
funded education in this country is up
to here in property taxes. The choices
are simple: Let education stagnate or
let the Federal Government play a
more significant role. Most Americans
want us to do that. It is unfortunate
the budget that is put before the Sen-
ate does not do that.

The second issue I think we all em-
brace in general is that we must have
standards in education. A student who
is not reading at a third-grade level
should not be promoted from the
fourth to the fifth grade. A teacher
who is not certified in a subject should
not be teaching it. We need real stand-
ards and real accountability. Put that
together and I think we can come up
with a significant education program
that can bring Americans together and
do the job our country needs.

Mark my words, if our educational
system stays at the present level, we
will not be the leading economy in the
world in the year 2025 or 2050. This is a
crisis that demands some dramatic ur-
gency.

The amendment put forward by the
Senator from New Mexico and others,
including myself, makes a difference.
Let me go over again what it does.
First, it puts a qualified teacher in
every classroom. There is $2 billion for
recruitment, mentoring, and profes-
sional development of qualified teach-
ers. Many of the things I have been
working on, a Marshall Plan for teach-
ers, are included in this amendment.
We desperately need it in New York.
Nationally, for instance, we face a
teacher shortage of 2.2 million over the
next decade. New York faces a teacher
shortage of 80,000 men and women over
the next 5 years. How are we going to
get qualified teachers? Currently, only
10 States require and fund programs for
new teachers, 12 pay veteran teachers
to be mentors. This amendment pro-
vides those kinds of resources.

Second, it helps communities mod-
ernize our schools. My children attend
the public schools in New York City. I
will never forget the day I went to open
school day for my little one, Alison’s
kindergarten class, a few years back.
There were two classes in that one kin-
dergarten room. You could not hear
above the voice of the teacher of the
other class in the other corner of the
room; you could not hear what Alison’s
teacher was saying to her students.

Left alone to the localities, left with
the tremendous burden the property
tax puts on so many Americans, we
will not modernize our schools. But our
amendment comes to the rescue. It
provides $1.3 billion in grants and loans
for the much needed repair of 5,000 pub-
lic elementary and secondary schools
in high-need areas. It leverages an ad-
ditional $25 billion in interest-free
bonds to help build schools.

New York currently has an unmet
funding need for school construction of
$50.7 billion, one-sixth the national
need of $307 billion. We desperately
need this part of the amendment.

The amendment supports tough ac-
countability for results. To put money
into a program without having it be ac-
countable, as it would be in the private
sector, has been one of our failures in
education—lack of accountability.

I disagree with some of my friends on
the left who say that accountability is
wrong or unmeetable. I plead with my
colleagues to do two things. First, keep
the bar high. That is the only way we
are going to stay a leading country.
But help provide the resources to let
those get over that bar. The other two
choices are unacceptable: to lower the
bar or to not help people get over it.
Neither is good. The tough account-
ability for results in this amendment—
$116 million over last year to $250 mil-
lion for accountability—is vital.

This amendment rejects the cuts
that have been proposed in impact aid.
We have, in New York State, districts
such as Indian River near Fort Drum
and Highland Falls near West Point
which would be devastated by the cut
actually in the President’s budget be-
cause he eliminates $94 million in im-

pact aid. This amendment restores
that.

Not least important, this supports a
commitment to smaller classes; $1.75
billion to hire 100,000 new teachers and
reduce class size in the early grades.
My daughter has seen class size grow in
her public school, P.S. 230. She is one
of millions of American children who
see that.

We expand afterschool opportunities
for children. I participated in after-
school programs and played basketball.
It kept me in good shape. Many stu-
dents do not have that opportunity. We
increase it.

We increase support for children with
disabilities, and we make college more
affordable by increasing the individual
Pell grant by $400.

These are all important things to do.
Compare this with the budget that has
been proposed by my friends. The prob-
lem is twofold. No. 1, it does not pro-
vide those resources. We can talk and
talk and talk about education, but, un-
less we provide resources, we are not
going to achieve our goal.

Most Americans support that wish. I
think the other side is being penny-
wise and pound foolish to not support
increasing aid for education. Ask
Americans what is their No. 1 priority,
above any other spending program,
above tax cuts and above retiring the
deficits. It is education. The budget
proposed by my friends on the other
side of the aisle does not recognize that
need. It is woefully inadequate. It actu-
ally cuts, by $1.4 billion, from what the
President did. I am the first to say
what the President did in his budget
was not enough in this important area.
It is the spending area where we most
need an increase.

No. 2, the budget envisions this block
grant procedure, which I know my col-
leagues on the other side want to move
forward, in the ESEA bill on which we
will vote. In their budget, under func-
tion 500, it says:

This bill will give States greater flexibility
in delivering hundreds of elementary and
secondary education programs and will place
more decisionmaking in the hands of States,
localities and families.

It is good rhetoric, but I will tell you
I don’t think we should take the Fed-
eral taxpayer dollars and let it be
frittered away in the same way we
have seen money wasted in the past.
We in this Congress should set our pri-
orities for education. We should cer-
tainly not mandate on the locality
that they have to take our priorities.
But if they want some money, they
better improve and reform their sys-
tems.

Crime is the area in which I have the
most expertise. I remember when we
had a crimefighting block grant very
similar to this proposal. One locality
bought a tank. Another State bought
an airplane so the Governor could fly
from Washington to Indianapolis—it
was the Governor of Indiana—all under
the block grant process.

I do not get the logic. Our friends on
the other side say the system is not
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working well enough. I agree. Then
they give money to the same exact peo-
ple to spend in the same exact way.
What sense does that make? We are
trying to get the localities to reach to
a higher goal: Lower class size and we
will give you some dollars; increase ac-
countability and we will give you some
dollars; make better classrooms and we
will give you some dollars. But we are
not going to give dollars—I ask the
Senator from Nevada, may I have an
additional 2 minutes?

Mr. REID. The Senator from New
York is yielded 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHUMER. I thank the Senator.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New York.
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, we set

out goals. A block grant is a continu-
ation of mediocrity. A block grant does
not give families the power to spend
the money. It gives money so the same
local institutions, many that have been
mired in mediocrity, can do the same
thing as they have been doing before.
Sure as we are sitting here, if we have
a block grant, do you know where it is
going to end up? Administrators’ fol-
derol.

The programs in the amendment of
the Senator from New Mexico are de-
signed to do specific things that all
Americans support and, more impor-
tantly, even that our educational ex-
perts tell us are needed to improve edu-
cation. So the fact that the budget is
pusillanimous, is stingy in the area
where we most need help—education—
and the fact is, instead of laying out a
specific guidepost based on careful
analysis and what the experts say is
needed, it just takes a ball of money
and throws it to a locality or throws it
to a State, separating the taxing au-
thority from the spending authority.
That is probably the greatest problem
in block grants because when you sepa-
rate the taxing authority from the
spending authority, you almost always
get wasted money. It is free money to
others. Those are the two great prob-
lems in education, our most important
priority with the budget that is put be-
fore us.

I ask my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle to look at that budget;
when they go home and make speeches
about how important education is, to
then ask themselves how they can vote
for a budget that actually cuts from
the President’s budget by approxi-
mately $1.4 billion, not including
IDEA.

I ask my colleagues on the other side
who criticize the present system, why
just give, in a mass block grant, money
to the same States and same localities
that have not measured up now? Why
not increase the amount of dollars but
only allow them to go into the class-
room, whether it be teachers or new
classrooms or standards for those
classrooms that everyone, when they
go back home to give speeches, seems
to say we need?

I salute the Senator from New Mex-
ico, the Senator from Massachusetts,

the Senator from Washington, and all
the others who have put together this
amendment. It is a marvelous blue-
print, a well-thought-out blueprint of
where we need to go in education. Let
us stop simply giving the American
people rhetoric. Let us put together a
concrete plan that makes a difference
in the areas where we need to make a
difference, such as reducing class size,
modernizing and building more class-
rooms, improving the quality of teach-
ers, and improving accountability.

This amendment does it. I urge my
colleagues to support it and reject the
present budget. The budget before us is
a pusillanimous and unfocused ap-
proach towards education.

I yield the remainder of my time.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New Mexico.
Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, how

much time do I have remaining?
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator has 6 minutes.
Mr. DOMENICI. I want to reserve 2

minutes. I will speak for 4 minutes.
Mr. President, this request has been

worked out with the minority. I ask
unanimous consent that the vote occur
in relation to the Bingaman amend-
ment at 5:30 p.m. in a stacked se-
quence, with no amendment in order to
the Bingaman amendment prior to the
vote and, further, that there be 2 min-
utes for debate prior to each vote for
explanation. I further ask unanimous
consent that following the use or yield-
ing back of time on the Bingaman
first-degree amendment, the amend-
ment be laid aside, and Senator AL-
LARD be recognized to offer a first-de-
gree amendment relative to debt reduc-
tion. I further ask unanimous consent
that following the use of or yielding
back of time, Senator CONRAD be recog-
nized to offer a second-degree amend-
ment relative to debt reduction, and
that following the use or yielding back
of time, those votes occur in a stacked
sequence.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DOMENICI. I ask unanimous
consent that all votes in the voting se-
quence after the first vote be limited to
10 minutes in duration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DOMENICI. In light of this
agreement, the next votes will occur
today starting at 5:30 p.m. I thank all
Members for their cooperation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, to alert all
Members, especially on the minority
side, we have been told the majority
leader expects to spend a lot of time
here tonight, and the minority will
offer amendments throughout the
evening.

It is my understanding the majority
leader wants to get the time left on
this resolution down to single digits.
We are now in high double digits. We
will have to work into the evening to-
night to eat up some of that time.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
yield myself 4 minutes, reserving 2
minutes.

First, wherever the distinguished
Senator from New York referred to the
Senator from New Mexico, it is more
fair he say the Senator from New Mex-
ico, Mr. BINGAMAN, because I do not
want credit for something of which I
am not in favor.

I want to make three quick argu-
ments: First, for those who are listen-
ing and those in American education
who think we are going to decide in de-
tail how the money in this budget is
going to be used for education, I assure
them the appropriations subcommittee
headed by Senator SPECTER and the
Senate is going to determine how the
money in this budget resolution is
spent in education.

We can come to the floor and talk
about all the problems in education
and say the Bingaman amendment
takes care of these things. The truth of
the matter is that is a wish list. That
is what somebody hopes will happen.
What will happen is what the appropri-
ators decide. Anybody who has a wish
for education can come down here
today and say the Senate budget reso-
lution is going to take care of this
problem in education, and if those lis-
tening believe it, then wait around for
3 months and see what the appropri-
ators do.

My second point is that there is a lot
of talk about whether or not we cut the
President’s budget. I have a Congres-
sional Budget Office analysis of our
education numbers. This is what they
say: The Senate’s budget is $47.877 bil-
lion in budget authority, program au-
thority; the President’s is $47.228 bil-
lion, a difference of $600 million more
in the pending resolution than that for
which the President provided.

The baseline from which we start
this year is $43.3 billion. Everybody can
do the arithmetic. We have added more
than the President to this function.
Where it goes will be determined by the
appropriators.

My other observation is that while in
office, this President has called himself
the education President. He has
bragged that he has gotten Congress to
go along with him on education. There
are Members coming to the floor say-
ing these are Republican education
numbers while, as a matter of fact, the
President is bragging they are his over
the last 5 years. I do not know whom to
believe, but I think we have increased
education significantly over the last 6
years while we have been in power in
the Senate.

My last observation has to do with
whether or not the new bill that is
going to be reported out of committee
and come to the floor is going to do
away with categorical programs. To
those who love the 300 or 400 categor-
ical programs we have and think they
must be helping education, I say that
is why it has not gotten any better in
the last 10 years. If they think that is
what the bill says, let me tell them it
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is going to have three menu items. One
is if schools like what we have now,
they can keep it. They can keep that
program everybody thinks is so great
or they can opt to take a lump sum
with strings attached that mean per-
formance and accountability. If they
take that, they have to account for it;
they have to be accountable, and they
receive a bonus if their accountability
is on the plus side. If not, they do not
get a bonus.

Actually, we are going to let the
schools decide which way they want to
go. Republicans are already in the field
trying out this idea. To the amazement
of some Democrats, school leaders,
school boards, superintendents, and
principals are opting our way, saying:
Give us a chance instead of putting all
these strings on our education money.

We have done enough. We do not need
the Bingaman amendment. I hope it is
tabled later in the day. I commend my
colleague for his interest in education.
We have done enough when we do more
than the President this year.

I reserve the remainder of my time.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nevada.
Mr. REID. I yield 10 minutes to the

Senator from South Carolina, and this
will be off the resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Carolina.

Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, upon
taking office, President Ronald Reagan
appointed a commission to root out
government waste, fraud and abuse.
Headed by Peter Grace, the Grace Com-
mission reviewed the numerous Federal
departments and agencies, and called
for the elimination of tremendous
waste. The commission also called for
an annual report on the implementa-
tion of its recommendations. Eighty-
five percent of the Grace Commission’s
recommendations were implemented
by 1989, but today not only has Con-
gress abandoned the Grace Commis-
sion’s initiative but is racing in the
other direction.

Section 201 of the Social Security
Act requires that Social Security sur-
pluses be invested in Treasury bills so
that the trust fund can reap interest
and grow. Paradoxically, section 201 re-
quires that the trust fund be spent or
eliminated. When you buy Treasury
bills you give the Government the
money and the Government, in turn,
gives you a note or bond which
amounts to an IOU. The only way to
have the trust fund reflect a surplus in-
stead of a deficit is to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to maintain in
the trust fund cash in an amount equal
to the total redemption value of its
Treasury bills. Today, instead of trust
fund surpluses of $1,099 billion, the So-
cial Security ‘‘lockbox’’ is $1,009 billion
in IOUs.

The policy of investing in U.S. Gov-
ernment instruments is sound. Some
think that the fund could make more
money by investing in the stock mar-
ket, but this involves risk that the
Congress is determined not to take.

Fifteen years ago we only owed Social
Security $50 billion. We were not wor-
ried because we were taking in sur-
pluses each year. In 1990, we amended
the Budget Act prohibiting the Presi-
dent and/or Congress from reporting a
budget offset by Social Security sur-
pluses. We wanted the people to know
the true condition of the Social Secu-
rity trust fund and the growth of the
national debt. Nevertheless, surpluses
continued to be applied against the na-
tional debt obscuring its elephantine
growth. As the debt grows, carrying
charges or interest costs grow. Come
the year 2013, there will be a day of
reckoning. In 2013, there will not be
enough revenue from payroll taxes to
pay the Social Security benefits. Con-
gress, for the first time, will look to
the trust fund which was supposed to
have been saved to take care of the
baby boomers. Instead, the Social Se-
curity trust fund is projected to be in
the red $4 trillion. Congress will have
two options: cut the benefits or raise
the taxes. Looking at the increasing
need and already short $4 trillion, Con-
gress will no doubt cut benefits. In the
meantime, interests costs on the na-
tional debt, the waste that the Grace
Commission intended to eliminate,
grows like ‘‘gangbusters.’’

When President Lyndon Johnson bal-
anced the budget last in 1968 the an-
nual interest cost on the national debt
was only $16 billion. Today, the Con-
gressional Budget Office, CBO, esti-
mates it will be $362 billion—almost a
billion dollars a day for nothing. No
one thinks we should accumulate $4
trillion in the Social Security trust
fund by repealing section 201. Yet, the
people should be awakened to the fact
that Congress hasn’t paid for the Gov-
ernment it has been providing for 31
years. CBO estimated in February that
we will spend $58.9 billion more this
year than we take in. Looking at the
votes in Congress since that time, the
deficit will exceed $100 billion. Talk of
a surplus is a total farce. Talk of not
spending Social Security is a total
farce. Talk of a Social Security
lockbox is a total farce. And any pro-
posal for a tax cut is no more than an
increase in the debt, an increase in in-
terest costs, an increase in waste.

Mr. President, I thank the distin-
guished Senator and yield the floor.

Mr. REID addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nevada.
Mr. REID. I yield the Senator from

Minnesota 10 minutes.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Minnesota.
AMENDMENT NO. 2926

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, I
thank the Senator from Nevada. I espe-
cially thank my colleague, Senator
BINGAMAN from New Mexico, not only
for his amendment but for his work in
education and for children.

Quite often, we will come out here on
the floor and talk about how great Sen-
ator ‘‘so and so’’ is. I am not saying it
is not meant because I think quite

often it is meant. But from my point of
view, at least, I think Senator BINGA-
MAN’s methodology as a Senator is in-
teresting. He never seems to try to
claim credit for what he does. He is ex-
tremely thoughtful. He is very sub-
stantive. I believe he is one of the best
Senators in the Senate. I am proud to
support this amendment.

Really, what this amendment says,
as we look at this overall budget—after
all, our budget speaks to our prior-
ities—is that there is a difference be-
tween the Democrats and Republicans.
It is a difference that makes a dif-
ference.

Republicans, in their budget pro-
posal, have provided much more fund-
ing for IDEA. I thank the Presiding Of-
ficer, the Senator from New Hamp-
shire, for his strong voice on this. Ever
since he came here to the Senate, he
has been talking about the need to live
up to what is an unfunded mandate and
to provide for more resources in this
area. I think that is extremely impor-
tant.

I also hear from people at our school
district levels: Look, if you would do
the job of providing the funding here,
that would help us in many important
ways. Above and beyond that, what we
have done is said yes to that. We pro-
vide for the same funding, but we go
further. We say that we think there is
an important choice we need to make
as Senators, and there is an important
choice and decision the country needs
to make: Whether we go down the path
of the tax cuts—many of them dis-
proportionately flowing to high-income
people, to more affluent citizens—or
whether, as we look over the next 5
years, we could, in fact, do better by
our children and do better by education
with close to an additional $35 billion.

I think I heard my colleague, my
friend from New Mexico, whom I work
with a lot in the mental health area,
say: Look, we have done enough. Basi-
cally, we believe there is enough in this
budget.

I do not agree. I am in profound dis-
agreement. I am in a school every 2
weeks, most of the time in Minnesota,
although sometimes in other States, as
well. I was a college teacher for 20
years. I love to be in schools. I love to
teach. I love to meet with students.

I will tell you right now, in Min-
nesota, and all across the country, we
have a lot of crumbling schools. I think
in Minnesota we have well over a $1 bil-
lion challenge ahead of us.

I will tell you this: It is very difficult
to tell students and young people we
value them and then not invest in
these schools to the point where the in-
frastructure is crumbling. What we say
to students when we do not even invest
in the physical infrastructure is: We do
not value you.

We have the task of rebuilding crum-
bling schools. But don’t stop there, I
say to Senators. We need to do more. I
do not think this budget that our Re-
publican colleagues have presented
does near enough. I am in profound dis-
agreement.
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You ask the students—talk to them;

in many ways, they are the experts on
education—what works and what
doesn’t? They will all tell you that one
of the keys to a good education is good
teachers.

In the budget proposal that the
Democrats have brought to the floor,
Senator BINGAMAN taking the lead, we
talk about the need to get more re-
sources to the school district level so
that we can hire more good teachers
and we can have smaller class size.

I would argue today and tomorrow
and for the rest of this year and for the
next 10 years, that is one of the best
things we can do.

One of the things we do not include
in this budget proposal but Democrats
have talked about—I wish we would
back it more with investment—is what
we should be doing prekindergarten.

But let me go on about what we can
do and what is in this proposal.

In addition, we are talking about
afterschool programs. I have not found
any issue where there is a greater com-
munity consensus—from law enforce-
ment to teachers, to parents, to social
workers, to youth workers—that we
have to give our children and our
young people positive alternatives
after school: places to go, places to be.
We include that in this proposal. That
makes a whole lot of sense.

We had a debate—sort of a debate—
on the Ed-Flex bill. I will admit, I was
in a minority of one on that. I think
the final vote was 99–1. But one of the
arguments I made—which I believe
most Senators agree with, I hope—and
which is certainly a part of this pro-
posal, is that we are talking about
flexibility at the same time we are pro-
viding title I money, which goes to
those students who are disadvantaged,
those students who need additional
support. We are funding it at about a
30-percent level.

In my State of Minnesota—I am in
inner-city schools all the time—in the
city of St. Paul, after you go below the
threshold of 65 percent of your students
coming from homes which make them
qualified for the free or reduced school
lunch program, we do not have any
funding. Once you have 60 percent of
your students low income, you do not
qualify. We are out of money. We can
do much better.

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle say we have done enough. No,
we have not done enough. It is not
enough to give speeches. It is not
enough to have photo opportunities
next to children. It is not enough to
say we are all for education. It is not
enough to say we are for young people
because they are our future. It is not
enough until we back it up by digging
into our pockets and, yes, spending
more money and making the invest-
ment.

I think this amendment that we
bring to the floor is a ‘‘divide’’ amend-
ment. This is a divide amendment be-
tween Republicans and their prior-
ities—more tax cuts; more tax cuts dis-

proportionately going to wealthy,
high-income people, versus more in-
vestment in children and more invest-
ment in education.

Frankly, I would be willing to debate
any colleague who says we have done
enough, that we should not be making
this additional investment.

Of course, we should be making this
additional investment. We are not
going to provide the best education for
every child on a ‘‘tin cup’’ budget. This
additional $35 billion can make a dif-
ference.

Let me also point out, since we have
this debate on the floor of the Senate—
and we will have much more of this de-
bate when we get to the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act—that I
am deeply troubled by all of the Sen-
ators—I hope not a majority—who
want to talk about high stakes stand-
ardized tests and want to say we are for
rigor and want to say we are for ac-
countability and want to even say
that, by gosh, if a third grader, age 8,
does not pass this test, then she is
going to be held back, but we are un-
willing to make the investment and get
the resources to the local school dis-
trict level so that every one of these
children have the same opportunity to
pass these tests. We hold children re-
sponsible for our failure to invest in
their achievement and their future. We
can’t have it this way. We ought to be
talking about high standards. We
ought to be telling our children we ex-
pect the very best of them, but we also
need to have the policy integrity, as
Senators, to provide the resources to
our local communities so we can make
sure that, as a Nation and as a Senate,
we have met the opportunity-to-learn
standard, that every child in the
United States of America, regardless of
color of skin, rich or poor, low income
or high income, rural or urban, or boy
or girl, will have the same chance to
reach his or her full potential.

This $35 billion is not Heaven on
Earth. It doesn’t make it perfect, but it
makes it a better Earth on Earth for
our children. I believe we should sup-
port it, and I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, I rise
in support of the pending Bingaman
amendment to increase funding for
education programs in the FY2001
budget resolution—programs that have
been proven to increase student per-
formance. Few of the problems facing
us today are as important as the chal-
lenge of educating our children to meet
the demands of the future. Yet, the
budget resolution put forward by the
Majority does nothing for key prior-
ities like funding for high-quality
teachers, smaller class sizes, modern
and accountable schools, and expanded
and improved technology in the class-
room. In fact, total discretionary
spending for education, training and
social services programs in the Repub-
lican budget plan before us is $4.7 bil-
lion below the President’s budget re-

quest, reducing discretionary edu-
cation funding to below FY2000 levels.

I strongly supported an amendment
offered during the Budget Committee
markup to provide increased funding
for smaller class sizes, school construc-
tion and renovation, and teacher qual-
ity—initiatives that are critical to en-
suring an educated citizenry. I regret
that Republican members of the Com-
mittee opposed this amendment, re-
sulting in its defeat, and I would
strongly urge my colleagues to support
the pending amendment.

Mr. President, the quality of teachers
and principals is essential to student
achievement. Research indicates that
high-quality teachers are the single
most important determinant in how
well students learn. Likewise, research
has shown that students attending
small classes with qualified teachers in
early grades make more rapid edu-
cational progress than students in larg-
er classes. This amendment would in-
crease funding in these critical areas,
as well as in other areas such as after-
school programs and school moderniza-
tion, offset by reducing the irrespon-
sible tax cuts included in the Major-
ity’s proposal. It would also make
higher education more affordable and
accessible by increasing the maximum
Pell Grant, and increasing funding for
the TRIO and GEAR-UP programs.

Throughout my service in the United
States Senate, I have been committed
to the goal of ensuring a quality edu-
cation for all our Nation’s citizens.
This amendment would move us in the
direction of that important goal and I
again urge my colleagues to support it.

AMENDMENT NO. 2928

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I won-
der if Senator REID will agree that I
may offer the Johnson amendment—he
asked that it be offered on his behalf—
and a second-degree from me, and we
vote on both of them by voice vote.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. No objection,
Mr. President.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, on be-
half of Senator JOHNSON, I send a first-
degree amendment to the desk and ask
for its immediate consideration. I ask
unanimous consent this be in order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from New Mexico [Mr. DOMEN-
ICI] for Mr. JOHNSON, for himself and Mr.
ABRAHAM, proposes an amendment numbered
2928.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that reading of the
amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:
At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing:
SEC. . RESERVE FUND FOR MILITARY RETIREE

HEALTH CARE.
(a) IN GENERAL.—In the Senate, aggre-

gates, allocations, functional totals, and
other budgetary levels and limits may be re-
vised for legislation to fund improvements to
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health care programs for military retirees
and their dependents in order to fulfill the
promises made to them, provided that the
enactment of that legislation will not cause
an on-budget deficit for—

(1) fiscal year 2001; or
(2) the period of fiscal years 2001 through

2005.
(b) REVISED LEVELS.—Upon the consider-

ation of legislation pursuant to subsection
(a), the Chairman of the Committee on the
Budget of the Senate may file with the Sen-
ate appropriately revised allocations under
section 302(a) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974 and revised functional levels and
aggregates to carry out this section. These
revised allocations, functional levels, and ag-
gregates shall be considered for the purposes
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 as al-
locations, functional levels, and aggregates
contained in this resolution.

AMENDMENT NO. 2929 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2928

(Purpose: To limit the amount of the
reserve)

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that all time on
this amendment be yielded back and
that I may send a second-degree
amendment on behalf of myself to the
desk, that all time be yielded back and
the second-degree amendment be
agreed to, that the first-degree amend-
ment, as amended, be agreed to, and
that the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. WELLSTONE. Mr. President, re-
serving right to object—I don’t know
whether I will—could I ask the Senator
to again summarize the second-degree
amendment. I couldn’t hear him.

Mr. REID. If I could say to my friend
from Minnesota, Senator JOHNSON, the
sponsor of the amendment, has worked
with the majority. They have worked
something out that is to the satisfac-
tion of Senator JOHNSON. This was his
amendment. He believes the second-de-
gree strengthens the amendment and
that it should be accepted. I personally
don’t know the subject matter of the
amendment.

Mr. WELLSTONE. I thought the Sen-
ator had just summarized it.

Mr. DOMENICI. All it does is, it
makes it clear that the bill we are re-
lating to is to be reported out by the
Senate Armed Services Committee.

Mr. WELLSTONE. That is the sec-
ond-degree amendment.

Mr. DOMENICI. That is the second-
degree amendment. It makes it clear.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 2929) was agreed
to, as follows:

In subsection (a), after the words ‘‘may be
revised for’’ insert the words ‘‘Department of
Defense authorization’’, and after the word
‘‘legislation’’ insert the words ‘‘reported by
the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate’’.

The amendment (No. 2928), as amend-
ed, was agreed to.

Mr. DOMENICI. I thank the Senator.
Mr. REID. Mr. President, on the

pending amendments—the amendments
we have been working on most of the
day—the minority has no more speak-

ers. We yield back the time we have on
that subject under the unanimous con-
sent agreement. I understand the Sen-
ator from Colorado will now offer his
amendment.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
yield back the 2 minutes I have on the
amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Colorado is recognized.

AMENDMENT NO. 2906

(Purpose: To protect social security and
provide for repayment of the Federal debt)
Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I have

an amendment at the desk numbered
2906.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The senior assistant bill clerk read as
follows:

The Senator from Colorado [Mr. ALLARD],
for himself, Mr. ENZI, and Mr. GRAMS, pro-
poses an amendment numbered 2906.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that reading of the
amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:
At the end of the resolution, insert the fol-

lowing:
TITLE ll—SOCIAL SECURITY

PROTECTION AND DEBT REPAYMENT
SEC. ll1. BALANCED BUDGET REQUIREMENT.

Beginning with fiscal year 2001 and for
every fiscal year thereafter, budgeted out-
lays shall not exceed budgeted revenues.
SEC. ll2. REDUCTION OF NATIONAL DEBT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning with fiscal
year 2001 and for every fiscal year thereafter,
actual revenues shall exceed actual outlays
in order to provide for the reduction of the
Federal debt held by the public as provided
in subsections (b) and (c).

(b) AMOUNT.—The on budget surplus shall
be large enough so that debt held by the pub-
lic will be reduced each year beginning in fis-
cal year 2001. The amount of reduction re-
quired by this subsection shall be
$15,000,000,000 in fiscal year 2001 and shall in-
crease by an additional $15,000,000,000 every
fiscal year until the entire debt owed to the
public has been paid.

(c) SOCIAL SECURITY SURPLUS AND DEBT RE-
PAYMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Until such time as Con-
gress enacts major social security reform
legislation, the surplus funds each year in
the Federal Old Age and Survivors Insurance
Trust Fund and the Federal Disability Insur-
ance Trust Fund shall be used to reduce the
debt owed to the public. This section shall
not apply beginning on the fiscal year after
social security reform legislation is enacted
by Congress.

(2) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the
term ‘‘social security reform legislation’’
means legislation that—

(A) insures the long-term financial sol-
vency of the social security system; and

(B) includes an option for private invest-
ment of social security funds by bene-
ficiaries.
SEC. ll3. POINT OF ORDER AND WAIVER.

(a) POINT OF ORDER.—It shall not be in
order to consider any concurrent resolution
on the budget that does not comply with this
title.

(b) WAIVER.—Congress may waive the pro-
visions of this title for any fiscal year in
which a declaration of war is in effect.
SEC. ll4. MAJORITY REQUIREMENT FOR REV-

ENUE INCREASE.
No bill to increase revenues shall be

deemed to have passed the House of Rep-

resentatives or the Senate unless approved
by a majority of the total membership of
each House of Congress by a rollcall vote.
SEC. ll5. REVIEW OF REVENUES.

Congress shall review actual revenues on a
quarterly basis and adjust outlays to assure
compliance with this title.
SEC. ll6. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:
(1) OUTLAYS.—The term ‘‘outlays’’ shall in-

clude all outlays of the United States exclud-
ing repayment of debt principal.

(2) REVENUES.—The term ‘‘revenues’’ shall
include all revenues of the United States ex-
cluding borrowing.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I rise
today on behalf of myself, Senator
ENZI, and Senator GRAMS, to offer this
very important amendment to the
budget resolution. Our amendment
concerns the repayment of the $3.6 tril-
lion debt owed to the American public.
I am eager to join my colleagues in
this important discussion about the
Federal budget, the budget surplus, and
the American Government’s economic
future.

When I was first elected to Congress
in 1990, the discussion was radically
different. The concept of a budget sur-
plus, let alone long-term projections
for a surplus, was foreign. The notion
that a national debt measured in tril-
lions could ever be paid off was prac-
tically science fiction. While 1990 was
only 10 years ago, we stand on the floor
of the Senate today a million miles
from the bleak fiscal outlook of those
times.

We must be careful. While our
present fiscal condition may be rose
colored, fiscal irresponsibility and a re-
fusal to wisely use the budget surplus
can not only lead us back to our deficit
spending ways of the past, in my view,
it will threaten the fiscal health of our
Nation for yet another generation of
Americans.

I am here today to urge my col-
leagues to address the responsibility
that comes with the $5.7 trillion debt.
During the 105th Congress, I introduced
the American Debt Repayment Act.
This legislation provided an amortiza-
tion schedule for the repayment of the
national debt.

The largest purchase an American
family will ever make is the purchase
of their home, and this expenditure is
made possible because they laid down a
plan on how to pay off this mortgage.
It is a set schedule of payments. When
I was crafting the American Debt Re-
payment Act, I studied this traditional
form of payment and said, why doesn’t
this apply to our enormous Federal
debt?

Now, 2 short years later, the outlook
has changed somewhat, as the Federal
Government has run and is estimated
to continue to run an on-budget sur-
plus. During the previous two budget
cycles, we have witnessed an eagerness
to spend more and more money. On-
budget surplus dollars have become
lumped into the appropriations process
to allow for increased spending.

One result yielded by our time of
prosperity has been the use of surplus
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money to raise the discretionary
spending levels, allowing Congress to
shy away from making some hard
choices. The willingness to spend sur-
plus dollars is so strong, in fact, that
when Congress adjourned last fall,
there was no real certainty as to
whether we would spend all of the on-
budget surplus dipping into the Social
Security trust fund. This, quite simply,
is no way to run an enterprise—any en-
terprise. Plowing surplus money back
into discretionary spending to the ex-
tent that Social Security money would
be jeopardized is bad policy.

Today, I rise to offer an amendment
that would not only provide an oppor-
tunity to control the impulse to spend
surplus dollars but would eliminate the
entire $3.6 trillion debt owed to the
public, save over $3 trillion in interest,
and protect the Social Security pro-
gram from annual discretionary appro-
priation raids. It is simple legislation
in the model of the American Debt Re-
payment Act, providing dedicated debt
repayment over a 20-year period.

Beginning with the fiscal year of 2001
and for every year thereafter, this
amendment requires that the Federal
Government maintain a balanced budg-
et. As most families and business own-
ers know, you must live within your
means. It provides this payment sched-
ule I have described—I have it on this
chart—so that, by 2021, we have paid
down the debt using the on-budget sur-
plus dollars. The on-budget surplus dol-
lars have become lumped into the ap-
propriations process to allow for in-
creased spending. And if you can live
within your means, then you are as-
sured better prosperity in the future
because it is going to carry you
through the ups and downs of our econ-
omy.

It is fair and equitable that the Fed-
eral Government, I believe, live under
the same parameters. I believe this is
the first and most essential step in
Federal budget accountability and pay-
ment.

My amendment further provides that
Congress must budget for a surplus
that must be dedicated to the repay-
ment of the publicly held portion of the
debt. Specifically, again, in fiscal year
2001, Congress will be using $15 billion
of on-budget receipts to pay down this
debt. Every succeeding year, the
amount of debt repayment must in-
crease by $15 billion. So that in 2001
there is $15 billion toward debt repay-
ment, the next year it goes to $30 bil-
lion, and then $45 billion. It increases
in increments of $15 billion our obliga-
tion to pay off that debt, which is look-
ing basically at the surpluses we an-
ticipate over the years in our budg-
eting as we move forward. Every suc-
ceeding year, the amount of debt,
again, is increased by $15 billion, so the
amount Congress must budget for and
pay toward the debt in fiscal year 2002
will be $30 billion, and then $45 billion,
and so on. In this system, if it is adopt-
ed, by year 2021, the entire debt owed
to the public will be zero.

We must have a plan to repay the
debt, and we must have a repayment
schedule, the same as you have on your
home mortgage, and we will have the
ability to cut taxes. A plan provides
certainty and structure. I believe that
anyone concerned with the national
debt or tax cuts will understand the
need for a responsible repayment
schedule on the national debt.

In addition to the on-budget surplus
payment required by this amendment,
I have added language to require that
until such time as serious Social Secu-
rity reform is implemented, Social Se-
curity surplus dollars must also be
dedicated to the repayment of the debt
owed to the public. Every Member of
this body is aware of the enormous ob-
ligation this country has made to
present and future Social Security re-
cipients. I believe the policymakers
must address the future solvency of So-
cial Security.

I am not here today, and my amend-
ment is not drafted, to address the
vital issue of Social Security solvency
in the long term. What this amend-
ment will do, however, is dedicate a
surplus in Social Security dollars to
debt repayment until the Congress can
generate an appropriate long-term fix
to the obstacles that stand in the way
of this program.

I note that the 20-year schedule I
have introduced does not account for
the inclusion of Social Security surplus
money to repay the debt owed to the
public. I believe the only sensible use
for these funds, until such time as they
may be used to reform Social Security,
is again reducing the debt owed to the
public. Directing these surplus funds to
debt repayment will only accomplish
total repayment at an earlier date.

I must stress today, I offer a dedi-
cated repayment schedule to eliminate
the entire debt owed to the public in 20
years, without using Social Security
surplus money. The use of Social Secu-
rity surplus dollars will only serve to
pay the debt down more quickly, re-
moving the burden of the publicly held
debt from Social Security in the an-
nual budget process.

In recent weeks, the distinguished
Speaker of the House and the President
have talked a great deal publicly about
seizing this unprecedented opportunity
that lies before us, and that is to pay
down the Nation’s debt. Testifying be-
fore the Senate Banking Committee in
January, Federal Reserve Chairman
Alan Greenspan strongly urged Con-
gress to use surplus dollars to pay
down the debt. Chairman Greenspan
stated:

My first priority would be to allow as
much of the surplus to flow through into a
reduction of debt to the public. If that proves
politically infeasible, I would opt for cutting
taxes. And under no conditions do I see any
room in the long-term outlook for major
changes in expenditures.

I think that very succinctly spells
out where we should be. This dialog has
been tremendously helpful in further
drawing the attention of the public and

elected officials to the importance of
debt repayment.

As many of my colleagues can attest,
and as I have experienced in my numer-
ous town meetings around my home
State of Colorado, this is an issue that
the public understands. It is an issue of
basic common sense, equity, and re-
sponsibility. This amendment is a call
to action and accountability. It de-
mands that this country and this Con-
gress recognize the debt it has created.
It structures a disciplined, fiscally re-
sponsible schedule for the repayment of
our debt. In the process, it is my view
that this legislation will serve to gen-
erate greater fiscal responsibility with
every appropriation cycle, prevent fu-
ture deficit spending, and save the tax-
payer more than $3 trillion in interest
payments. Now, that is $3 trillion that
would be better spent on necessary ex-
penditures, the strengthening of Social
Security, and tax cuts.

I wish to compliment Senator
DOMENICI, and the Budget Committee
under his leadership, for working to
pay down the debt. I recognize their
sincere efforts in that regard. But dur-
ing a time of unprecedented growth in
our country, I think we need to seize
the opportunity to make a firm com-
mitment to pay down the debt. I am
asking that the Senate take us a little
step further in that process, and this
American Social Security protection
and draft repayment amendment—I
haven’t introduced it as a bill but as an
amendment on this Budget Act—deals
with several issues in order to further
our commitment to paying down the
debt.

First of all, it says we are going to
have to balance our budget; that is, we
are not going to spend more than what
comes in in revenues. We are proposing
a plan to reduce the national debt. The
amendment I have before you talks
about a $15 billion commitment every
year in additional obligations to pay-
ing down the debt. We have a provision
in there to preserve the Social Security
surplus and to state, as Senators, that
we are serious about saving Social Se-
curity, and that we are going to work
hard for the long-term fiscal soundness
of a very important program for our el-
derly in America, and that we are
going to have an option to allow indi-
viduals to play a role in their Social
Security accounts.

Then, we also have a very important
provision that says, look, if the rev-
enue projections don’t hold up as an-
ticipated, there is a means where the
Congress will come back on a quarterly
review of these revenues. If they don’t
hold up, we are going to have to cut
spending. It is going to help ensure
that when we make decisions as we did
last year in the budgeting process,
where we got to the end of the appro-
priations process last year and we
weren’t entirely sure whether we would
have spent Social Security or not until
our final figures would have come be-
fore us in February of this year—now,
fortunately, those revenue figures held
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up—we do not spend Social Security
dollars.

I have a mechanism in place which
protects our position so that when we
say we are not spending Social Secu-
rity dollars, we will have an oppor-
tunity to make sure we are protecting
the Social Security surplus; that we
are staying to our schedule to paying
down the debt because we in Congress
are going to go back and review it on a
quarterly basis and then help assure
the American people that we will stay
on schedule.

We are moving into somewhat turbu-
lent times. If you watched the stock
market yesterday and the amount of
oscillation it went through, it reminds
us of how the economy is changing.

I am concerned that at some point in
time we will be overly optimistic about
our revenue, and if we don’t have this
particular plan in place we will find
ourselves in trouble and back into def-
icit spending, which I think we need to
avoid. We need to utilize this pros-
perous time in our country to pay down
the debt, which I think is extremely
important.

I think the Congress can do all of
those things. We can have a schedule to
pay down the debt. We can save Social
Security. We can also have some provi-
sions for tax cuts.

With a three-pronged approach, the
American people will understand our
commitment to their future.

I yield the floor.
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I extend 15

minutes to the Senator from South
Carolina.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CRAPO). The Senator from South Caro-
lina.

Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, now
the gamesmanship is revealed.

Look at this amendment. It says let’s
spend Social Security.

Let me read that to you.
Until such time as Congress enacts

major Social Security reform legisla-
tion, the surplus funds each year of the
Old Age and Survivors Insurance trust
funds shall be reused to reduce the debt
owed by the public. This section shall
not apply beginning the fiscal year.

They say reduce the debt owed by the
public. You are back to playing the
game of taking one credit card and
paying off the other credit card and
owing the same amount. It is as if I
have a MasterCard and a Visa card. I
want to pay off the Visa card with the
MasterCard. I say the Visa card is the
public debt. And I paid it off—$3.6 tril-
lion—never mentioning that my
MasterCard bill went up by the same
amount.

My distinguished colleague from Wy-
oming is a cosponsor. He smiles be-
cause he is a CPA. He knows what
we’re talking about.

As the Director of the Congressional
Budget Office, Dr. Rivlin, says, you are
just taking the debt from one pocket
and putting it in another.

I want the distinguished Chair and
the Parliamentarian to pay close at-

tention because a point of order will be
made later.

In other words, over on the third
page of the particular amendment, it
reads: No bill to increase revenues
shall be deemed to have passed the
House of Representatives or the Senate
unless approved by a majority of the
total membership of each House of
Congress by a rollcall vote.

That is in violation of Section 305 of
the Budget Act. It has not been consid-
ered and referred to the Budget Com-
mittee. That point of order can be
made in due time.

I refer to what the law says about the
public debt, and not what Alan Green-
span says. I worked with Alan Green-
span 20 years ago when I was the chair-
man of the Budget Committee. I have
tremendous respect and affection for
him. But he represents Wall Street. As
long as we can borrow from ourselves;
namely, as long as we can spend sur-
pluses on government programs, then
we stay out of the stock market. Mr.
Greenspan doesn’t want us coming in
with the sharp elbows of Government
driving out private capital and running
up interest rates.

As long as we play the game for Wall
Street, Mr. Greenspan is happy. We
have had a wonderful economy. Rather
than raise interest rates, we ought to
put in a value-added tax allocated to
reducing the deficit and the debt. Then
we could save trillions of dollars not
only in principal but in interest costs.
That bill is in the Finance Committee.
I introduced it. I had a hearing when
Senator Bentsen was the chairman.
But I have not been able to get a hear-
ing on it since then. I would be glad to
start this afternoon with a hearing on
that initiative.

I think that is what we have to do.
This debt goes up, up, and away, as

shown by the numbers published by the
Secretary of Treasury.

I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the public debt
issued by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

THE PUBLIC DEBT TO THE PENNY
[Current 04/04/2000—$5,758,854,640,223.41]

Current month: Amount
04/03/2000 ....................... $5,750,620,100,381.36
Prior months:

03/31/2000 ................. 5,773,391,634,682.91
02/29/2000 ................. 5,735,333,348,132.58
01/31/2000 ................. 5,711,285,168,951.46
12/31/1999 ................. 5,776,091,314,225.33
11/30/1999 ................. 5,693,600,157,029.08
10/29/1999 ................. 5,679,726,662,904.06

Prior fiscal years:
09/30/1999 ................. 5,656,270,901,615.43
09/30/1998 ................. 5,526,193,008,897.62
09/30/1997 ................. 5,413,146,011,397.34
09/30/1996 ................. 5,224,810,939,135.73
09/29/1995 ................. 4,973,982,900,709.39
09/30/1994 ................. 4,692,749,910,013.32
09/30/1993 ................. 4,411,488,883,139.38
09/30/1992 ................. 4,064,620,655,521.66
09/30/1991 ................. 3,665,303,351,697.03
09/28/1990 ................. 3,233,313,451,777.25
09/29/1989 ................. 2,857,430,960,187.32

THE PUBLIC DEBT TO THE PENNY—Continued
[Current 04/04/2000—$5,758,854,640,223.41]

09/30/1988 ................. 2,602,337,712,041.16
09/30/1987 ................. 2,350,276,890,953.00

Source: Bureau of the Public Debt.

Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, you
will see that when we started the fiscal
year the debt was $5.656 trillion It has
gone up to $5.750 trillion.

We have increased the debt. Everyone
is talking about ‘‘surplus.’’ What are
we going to do with all of these great
surpluses?

We do not have a surplus. We had a
deficit last year of $127 billion.

As the debt goes up, I am trying to
clear up the confusion in this par-
ticular body rather than engaging in
this charade.

When the distinguished chairman of
the Budget Committee keeps talking
about how he paid down the public debt
by $1.1 trillion, here is the actual
record as provided in the Budget Com-
mittee of the non-Social Security sur-
plus:

In the year 2001, $11.1 billion; 2002,
$3.2 billion; 2003, $6.5 billion; 2004, $8.7
billion; 2005, $12.7 billion, for a total of
$42.2 billion.

The distinguished chairman says he
pays down the debt $1.1 trillion. It is
actually $42 billion in non-Social Secu-
rity surpluses. And, of course, the rest
of it—over $1 trillion—is Social Secu-
rity. Yet, in the same breath, he main-
tains that we are saving Social Secu-
rity with a lockbox.

I pointed out a second ago that we
have nothing but IOUs in the lockbox.

Let me refer to the most recent Con-
gressional Budget Office figures on the
Social Security surplus. As of last
year, 1999, we had a surplus of $125 bil-
lion. In this past fiscal year, we expect
a surplus of $154 billion; 2001, $166 bil-
lion; 2002, $183 billion; 2003, $196 billion;
2004, $209 billion; and 2005, $225 billion.

That is how you may be able to use
the expression ‘‘pay down the debt.’’
They say pay down the public debt be-
cause they don’t want to say they are
separating, in their minds, the public
debt from the government debt. You
simply can’t do that. There is just one
debt. We owe it.

I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the trust funds
that have been looted already to bal-
ance the budget.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

TRUST FUNDS LOOTED TO BALANCE BUDGET
[By fiscal year, in billions of dollars]

1999 2000 2001

Social Security ........................................................ 855 1,009 1,175
Medicare:

HI ................................................................... 154 176 198
SMI ................................................................ 27 34 35

Military Retirement ................................................. 141 149 157
Civilian Retirement ................................................ 492 522 553
Unemployment ........................................................ 77 85 94
Highway .................................................................. 28 31 34
Airport ..................................................................... 12 13 14
Railroad Retirement ............................................... 24 25 26
Other ....................................................................... 59 62 64

Total .............................................................. 1,869 2,106 2,350

Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, this
particular chart shows that in 1999 we
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looted $1.869 trillion from all of the
trust funds. This year, we are on course
to loot $2.106 trillion. We have $78 bil-
lion in non-Social Security surpluses.
That is tied up in Medicare, military
retirement, civilian retirement, the
unemployment compensation fund, the
highway-airport trust fund, railroad re-
tirement, etc.

We are beginning to make the record
and have it understood.

If there is any doubt with respect to
the public debt, I refer to the par-
ticular budget that is now under con-
sideration on page 5, ‘‘Public Debt.’’

‘‘The appropriate levels of public
debt . . .’’—I am referring to the budg-
et; it will get a majority vote. We are
going through a little exercise. I say ‘‘a
little exercise’’; it is actually a cha-
rade. We worked 2 days and nights, and
we produced the budget. Upon comple-
tion of a budget resolution in com-
mittee, the chairman is allowed to
make technical adjustments through a
unanimous consent. This year the tech-
nical adjustment was $60 billion. Imag-
ine that. Tell the appropriators they
have to cut some $60 billion in order to
fall within the caps.

The instrument itself, I refer to S.
Con. Res. 101, page 5:

(5) Public debt.—
The appropriate levels of the public debt

are. . . .

And then they list the levels for 2000
through 2005 going from $5.625 trillion
to $5.923 trillion. That is without that
$60 billion technical adjustment. But
even there, they list the debt going up
$297 billion.

This is the overall debt, which is not
going down. When they say ‘‘paying
down the debt,’’ they are instead refer-
ring to the public debt.

With the course we are on, by the
year 2013 there will not be any sur-
pluses of payroll tax revenues suffi-
ciently large to make the payments
due on that particular year. So we are
going to be running into a wall, and we
will have to either cut the benefits or
raise the taxes.

I ran over what we had done on the
Grace Commission about cutting
spending, but each year the spending
goes up because health costs are going
up, the military costs are going up. We
have to live in the real world. Every-
body understands that. Here is the first
frontal assault according to the Allard
amendment: You shall spend the Social
Security surpluses. Until such time as
Congress enacts major Social Security
reform legislation, the surplus funds of
Social Security shall be used to reduce
the debt.

What you are doing is using Social
Security moneys to make it appear
that the debt is less and some kind of
interest cost is saved. The truth is, you
have gone from one credit card to the
other. That is the sort of game we have
played each year, making the debt in-
crease from less than $1 trillion under
President Johnson, when he balanced
the budget back in 1968 and 1969, to al-
most $5.7 trillion now. Interests costs

of only $16 billion back then are now
$362 billion, or $1 billion a day.

That is a waste. If we had that $200-
some billion we are paying in interest
costs, I could almost double the defense
budget, give you all the research for
health, build all the highways, bridges,
the libraries, courthouses. We could do
everything anybody wanted to do. I
could give Gov. George W. Bush’s tax
cut and Vice President GORE’s program
of spending.

We are spending the money for noth-
ing. When are we going to get hold of
ourselves and sober up and cut out this
political campaign? The worst cam-
paign finance abuse is us. We are using
our payroll to run around here and give
a lark and a story to the American peo-
ple that we are going to save Social Se-
curity; no, we are going to pay down
the debt, pay down the public debt.

I retain the remainder of our time.
Mr. ALLARD. How much time re-

mains?
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator has 45 minutes.
Mr. ALLARD. I yield 15 minutes to

the Senator from Wyoming.
Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I rise to

support the amendment offered by my
friend from Colorado, Senator ALLARD.
This is an amendment that will keep
our budget balanced. It will protect the
Social Security surplus by preventing
these revenues from being used for ad-
ditional spending, and—this is the im-
portant part—it establishes a concrete
schedule for paying off the publicly
held debt payments with non-Social
Security surplus. This is a true
paydown of the debt.

I am pleased we had the comments
from the Senator from South Carolina
to whom I have been paying attention
since I got to this body. I am pleased to
say I think this is a bill he could sign
onto when we have an opportunity to
explain all the ramifications.

The first year Senator ALLARD and I
were in the Senate, we talked about
balancing the budget. It seemed a
dream at that time, but it happened.
Everybody in this body listened to con-
stituents at home and said, by golly,
they want the budget balanced. And we
balanced it.

Now, a little fluke in that was that
we were partly balancing it with Social
Security surplus. The difference be-
tween what people paid into Social Se-
curity and the amount paid out was a
positive revenue; it was extra money.
And we were spending it.

We said: That is not honest. The peo-
ple of America listened, and they said:
We want some honesty with our Social
Security money. Quit spending the So-
cial Security surplus. We have done
that. Everybody paid attention last
year. We will have an honest surplus,
not counting Social Security surplus
for the first time in decades.

Now what we are talking about is
debt accountability. Honesty with the
trust funds is where we are headed.
Debt accountability is what we need to
get there.

There is a fellow in Gillette, WY, who
calls me regularly. Steve Tarver is a
fellow accountant, retired now. He
says: Congress keeps talking about the
debt being paid down, but I call the
Treasury regularly and I say: How
much is the national debt?

The debt keeps going up, in spite of
the Social Security surplus, which is
supposed to be used to be paying down
the public debt already. We are taking
the money out of one pocket and put-
ting it in the other pocket. Debt to the
public becomes debt to the Social Se-
curity trust fund. But it is IOUs. That
debt as of 11:51 this morning: $5 tril-
lion, 730 billion and some-odd change.

The U.S. population as of 11:51 this
morning was 274,548,318 people. A little
simple division demonstrates that
every man, woman, and child in this
Nation right now owes, in national
debt, each of us, $20,873. I love to go to
school classrooms and say: Did you
know you already owe a tremendous
debt? That amount is over $20,000. That
is pretty staggering to a kid in sixth or
seventh grade. He or she doesn’t just
owe that $20,000; every single person in
each family owes that $20,000. That is
how big the debt is for the Nation.

We have gotten some benefits as we
have run up the till. But it is a debt. I
can say as I have traveled across Wyo-
ming, the people understand that debt.
They don’t like the Federal Govern-
ment being in debt any more than they
like being in debt. They recognize the
debt is something you have to pay off
sometime. They don’t think it is fair
that we make our kids and our
grandkids pay off our debt.

Maybe the portion that attributes
down to them, they could; OK, but $5.7
trillion is one heck of a package to pay
off. It is a staggering package.

So how do we do it? We do it by start-
ing sensibly. We start with a plan. We
put this country on a mortgage pro-
gram. The mortgage program is out-
lined in the bill. It starts with a pay-
ment of $15 billion. It sounds like a lot
of money. Around here it is not much
money—$15 billion. Essentially, the
money then that you save in interest,
you do not run out and spend; you add
that to the principal. And the next
year you pay down the $15 billion. We
are adding a little bit to it because
those surpluses are going up, and it has
been predicted, if we pay down the na-
tional debt, if we honestly pay down
the national debt—and that is what we
are talking about, debt honesty—there
will be an increase in the national
economy. That is the biggest factor
that can increase the national econ-
omy. That means we will have a little
additional revenue we can add to the
$15 billion plus the interest we save.
Each year we will escalate that pay-
ment so in 20 years we pay off the na-
tional debt, not using the Social Secu-
rity surplus.

This is honesty in paying down the
national debt. We have to do something
about these trust funds that are IOUs.
People keep talking about it. This one
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does not add a dime to the IOUs. This
one pays down the national debt in a
very calculated, fashioned program.

I do not think we are tied to 20 years
on this. I do not think we are tied to
$15 billion the first year. I do not think
we are tied to the same additions each
year. It is time this country got on a
plan to pay that debt down. You want
to make the loan longer? You want to
have some years when you have a little
flex in it? It does not matter to me. We
just have to be honest on paying down
the national debt. This is one that
forces honesty. This is a plan that pays
off the national debt honestly over a
20-year period.

This amendment makes good eco-
nomic sense, and it is good for Amer-
ica’s future. It fulfills our promise to
America’s seniors without savaging our
grandchildren’s future. For too long,
Congress has followed the path of reck-
less abandon in spending money we
didn’t have for programs with short-
term benefits and long-term burdens.
We have left our children and grand-
children holding the mortgage on this
$5.7 trillion Government mansion that
they may not even be able to visit.
That is right. If we fail to rise to the
challenge of eliminating the Federal
debt, we leave our children shackled to
the high interest payments that were
mentioned earlier, and the looming
debt created by the last 40 years of big
Government programs, while the bene-
fits of that spending fade into the sun-
set of history.

This Congress is in the best position
of any Congress in a generation to
eliminate the debt held by the public—
honestly. In 1999, after only 4 years of
a Republican Congress, we were able to
balance the budget. We have now pro-
jected budgeted surpluses beyond the
next 10 years, and every year those are
recalculated and become considerably
greater.

Given this unique opportunity made
possible by the ingenuity of the Amer-
ican people and the hard work of a Re-
publican Congress willing to control
Government spending to reduce it from
an annual growth of about 20 percent a
year, down to about 2 percent a year—
it is still growing—we should get our
financial house in order by setting up a
definite repayment plan to eliminate
the $3.6 trillion of publicly held debt,
while ensuring Social Security remains
strong for future retirees.

This amendment contains three main
provisions that have been outlined,
three main ones that start out easy
and build as we go and then continue
to pay down the debt, even if Congress
enacts meaningful Social Security re-
form next year. It creates a respon-
sible, concrete method of paying off
the debt while ensuring the future sol-
vency of Social Security.

I have been listening to the budget
debate. I found it interesting to hear
the number of people on the Demo-
cratic side of the aisle talk about the
budget resolution before us being irre-
sponsible because it allows for a mod-

est tax cut over 5 years. They argue we
could be using that money to pay down
the debt.

This is not the first time I have
heard this argument. In fact, I have
heard a lot of these same claims as we
debated the Taxpayer Refund and Re-
lief Act of 1999, which is the best policy
discussion and only policy discussion
we have had on taxes since I have been
in the Senate. I think it helped people
understand how we could make a more
fair, more simple Tax Code. It passed.
It was vetoed. During that time, I
heard a lot of rhetoric about how the
most important thing was paying down
the national debt.

I do not think the people using the
rhetoric necessarily believe the na-
tional debt would be something we
would put up as a project, that it could
actually be done. That is what we are
doing here. We are giving everyone a
chance to back up their rhetoric with
real action, by voting in favor of debt
reduction by voting for this amend-
ment.

This amendment contains three main
provisions. First, it requires Congress
to continue passing balanced budgets
for each and every year. Second, this
amendment requires yearly repay-
ments to be made from the non-social
security surplus. This schedule would
begin a payment of $15 billion in the
coming fiscal year, and this amount
would increase in each succeeding year
by $15 billion per-year. Third, this
amendment requires that the entire so-
cial security surplus would be used for
debt reduction until Congress enacts
social security reform legislation.
These last two provisions are essential,
because they ensure that we will con-
tinue to pay down the debt even if Con-
gress enacts meaningful social security
reform next year. This amendment cre-
ates a responsible, concrete method of
paying off the publicly-held debt while
ensuring the future solvency of social
security.

As the only accountant is the Senate,
I spent a great deal of time listening to
last year’s discussion on tax relief. I
was amazed at the number of my
Democratic colleagues who opposed the
tax relief bill because they said the
money should be used for debt reduc-
tion. This was the same reason the
president gave for vetoing our tax cut.
When the president submitted his
budget to Congress this year, he made
clear that his rhetoric on debt reduc-
tion was a fleeting facade, behind
which he could hide his real desire for
countless new government programs,
each one requiring substantial new
government spending which would fur-
ther threaten our children’s economic
future. As soon as the threat of a tax
cut disappeared, so did President Clin-
ton’s commitment to debt reduction.
This amendment challenges my Demo-
cratic colleagues to choose between a
plan that offers real debt reduction or
the hollow promises of President Clin-
ton which are nothing more than a
smokescreen for huge new Government
spending.

I urge my colleagues to join me in re-
building a financial house of responsi-
bility where our parents and grand-
parents can retire in peace and where
our children and grandchildren will be
welcomed for years to come. We should
join together in laying an important
cornerstone in that foundation today
by supporting Senator ALLARD’s
amendment to this budget resolution.

I want to mention a few of the things
my colleagues have said. The Senator
from North Dakota said:

The first choice, it seems to me, ought to
be, during good economic times you pay
down part of the Federal debt. That is the
best gift we can give the children of this
country, and that would also stimulate lower
interest rates and more economic growth.

The Senator from Virginia—this is
the Democratic Senator from Vir-
ginia—said:

I would rather have nothing, notwith-
standing some of the good things upon which
both sides agree, and simply begin to pay
down the debt.

The Senator from the other side of
the aisle from Michigan said:

That would be the greatest gift of all that
we could make for the American people, the
reduction on that debt, because that would
be a reduction in the interest rates which
people pay on their mortgages and cars and
credit cards, and that would truly be a con-
tribution to the well-being of our constitu-
ents.

And the Senator on the other side of
the aisle from Vermont said:

I believe Congress should follow three
basic principles to continue our strong econ-
omy and provide targeted tax relief. First,
we must continue to keep our fiscal house in
order and pay down the national debt. The
national public debt stands at $3.6 trillion.
That’s a lot of zeros. Like someone who has
finally paid off his or her credit card balance
but still has a home mortgage, the Federal
Government has finally balanced its annual
budget but we still have a national debt to
pay down. Indeed, the Federal Government
pays almost $1 billion in interest every
working day on the national debt.

The Senator from California said:
Debt reduction is the external debt, the

debt that is owed to private people, Ameri-
cans and those around the world who picked
up our bonds. We owe them debt. I see my
friend from South Carolina has pointed this
out. Because of that debt, we are paying over
$300 billion a year in interest payments
which, as my friend said, is bad for the econ-
omy, it’s wasteful, it does no good to anyone.

And finally the Senator from the
other side of the aisle from Washington
said:

We will not be able to pay off our debt, a
very important issue that is facing us, which
we have not left ourselves room for with a
massive cut of this size.

That is a lot of people encouraging
us, giving us an indication that they
would like to see the debt paid down. I
hope they will follow through on that
and help us do it.

Mr. HOLLINGS. Will the distin-
guished Senator yield?

Mr. ENZI. I am on a limited time.
Mr. HOLLINGS. I will do it on our

time. It is not a question of time. I
wanted to ask a question because I am
referring, on page 2, to line 12:
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Until such time as Congress enacts Social

Security reform legislation, these surplus
funds of Social Security shall be used to re-
duce the debt.

So you are using Social Security
trust funds to pay down the national
debt? And yet you are saying we are
saving Social Security.

So if I increase the debt for Kosovo
or for regular defense or for food
stamps or for foreign aid or for your
pay and my pay, or whatever, that is
the debt of the Government. That is
the national debt and you use Social
Security to pay it?

Mr. ENZI. If I can answer the ques-
tion, in the State of the Union speech,
the President said we are going to use
the Social Security surplus to pay off
the national debt. Over a 10-year pe-
riod, we are going to have $1.8 trillion
in money we can use to pay off the na-
tional debt. And I said the same thing
you did, that is, moving the money
from one pocket to the other. That is
not honest. But we have made a com-
mitment that we will protect that So-
cial Security surplus.

The one thing that is allowed by law
to be done with that is to pay off bonds
in the public debt. The only investment
we are allowed to have at the present
time for Social Security is bonds.

Mr. HOLLINGS. That is right. Bonds
are IOUs, so you just increase the IOUs.

Mr. ENZI. No, it keeps the IOUs the
same. The Social Security surplus will
grow; the debt stays the same. Then
the interest gets added to the public
debt because, again, it cannot be taken

out. It has to be invested in more
bonds.

That is part of the problem with So-
cial Security; the only thing that can
be done with the Social Security funds
is buy U.S. bonds.

Mr. HOLLINGS. Right.
Mr. ENZI. So there are the public

bonds out there and the private bonds
out there. If we wind up with more pri-
vate ones, we have to buy out some of
the public ones. It can be done a num-
ber of ways. They are all exactly the
same. They are transferring money
from one pocket to another, as the
Senator says.

Paying down the national debt is a
commitment this Congress has made.
We are not changing that commitment.
We put that in the bill, and we are not
changing Congress’ commitment. We
would like to change Congress’ com-
mitment. If Congress changes Con-
gress’ commitment, they can do that.
That is what that says.

In addition, there is an honest debt
repayment in the amendment. The
Senator is choosing to overlook the
honest portion of the debt repayment,
which is the focus of this bill. It is the
focus of the bill that Senator ALLARD
and I introduced the first year we were
here: Paying down, with true surplus,
the public part of the debt. We are
going to do that part and another part.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s 15 minutes have expired.

Mr. ALLARD. Will the Senator from
South Carolina yield?

Mr. HOLLINGS. Yes.

Mr. DOMENICI. The Senator does not
have any time.

Mr. ALLARD. Our time has expired.
The Senator’s time has expired.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, has
the Senator used the full hour? He had
a full hour.

Mr. ALLARD. I am sorry, the time I
yielded to the Senator from Wyoming
has expired.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I am
opposed to the amendment, so I control
the time. Does the Senator from South
Carolina want some additional time?

Mr. HOLLINGS. Two minutes.
Mr. DOMENICI. I yield as much time

as the Senator wants.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from South Carolina is recognized.
Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, the

Senator from Wyoming talked about
the commitment to pay down the na-
tional debt, but on page 5, the national
debt is listed beginning on line 20, fis-
cal year 2000, as $5.625 trillion going up
to, on page 6, $5.923 trillion. It’s an in-
crease in the debt of $297,712,000. Here
is the Senator’s commitment to reduc-
ing the national debt.

There is no commitment that I have
seen. I ask unanimous consent to print
in the RECORD a listing of the national
debt as it has gone up since the days of
President Truman.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

HOLLINGS’ BUDGET REALITIES
[In billions of dollars]

President and year
U.S.

budget
(outlays)

Borrowed
trust
funds

Unified
deficit

with trust
funds

Actual
deficit
without

trust
funds

National
debt

Annual
increases
in spend-

ing for
interest

Truman:
1946 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 55.2 ¥5.0 ¥15.9 ¥10.9 271.0 ................
1947 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 34.5 ¥9.9 4.0 +13.9 257.1 ................
1948 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 29.8 6.7 11.8 +5.1 252.0 ................
1949 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 38.8 1.2 0.6 ¥0.6 252.6 ................
1950 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 42.6 1.2 ¥3.1 ¥4.3 256.9 ................
1951 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 45.5 4.5 6.1 +1.6 255.3 ................
1952 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 67.7 2.3 ¥1.5 ¥3.8 259.1 ................
1953 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 76.1 0.4 ¥6.5 ¥6.9 266.0 ................

Eisenhower:
1954 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 70.9 3.6 ¥1.2 ¥4.8 270.8 ................
1955 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 68.4 0.6 ¥3.0 ¥3.6 274.4 ................
1956 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 70.6 2.2 3.9 +1.7 272.7 ................
1957 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 76.6 3.0 3.4 +0.4 272.3 ................
1958 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 82.4 4.6 ¥2.8 ¥7.4 279.7 ................
1959 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 92.1 ¥5.0 ¥12.8 ¥7.8 287.5 ................
1960 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 92.2 3.3 0.3 ¥3.0 290.5 ................
1961 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 97.7 ¥1.2 ¥3.3 ¥2.1 292.6 ................

Kennedy:
1962 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 106.8 3.2 ¥7.1 ¥10.3 302.9 9.1
1963 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 111.3 2.6 ¥4.8 ¥7.4 310.3 9.9

Johnson:
1964 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 118.5 ¥0.1 ¥5.9 ¥5.8 316.1 10.7
1965 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 118.2 4.8 ¥1.4 ¥6.2 322.3 11.3
1966 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 134.5 2.5 ¥3.7 ¥6.2 328.5 12.0
1967 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 157.5 3.3 ¥8.6 ¥11.9 340.4 13.4
1968 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 178.1 3.1 ¥25.2 ¥28.3 368.7 14.6
1969 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 183.6 0.3 3.2 +2.9 365.8 16.6

Nixon:
1970 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 195.6 12.3 ¥2.8 ¥15.1 380.9 19.3
1971 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 210.2 4.3 ¥23.0 ¥27.3 408.2 21.0
1972 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 230.7 4.3 ¥23.4 ¥27.7 435.9 21.8
1973 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 245.7 15.5 ¥14.9 ¥30.4 466.3 24.2
1974 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 269.4 11.5 ¥6.1 ¥17.6 483.9 29.3

Ford:
1975 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 332.3 4.8 ¥53.2 ¥58.0 541.9 32.7
1976 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 371.8 13.4 ¥73.7 ¥87.1 629.0 37.1

Carter:
1977 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 409.2 23.7 ¥53.7 ¥77.4 706.4 41.9
1978 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 458.7 11.0 ¥59.2 ¥70.2 776.6 48.7
1979 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 504.0 12.2 ¥40.7 ¥52.9 829.5 59.9
1980 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 590.9 5.8 ¥73.8 ¥79.6 909.1 74.8

Reagan:
1981 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 678.2 6.7 ¥79.0 ¥85.7 994.8 95.5
1982 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 745.8 14.5 ¥128.0 ¥142.5 1,137.3 117.2
1983 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 808.4 26.6 ¥207.8 ¥234.4 1,371.7 128.7
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HOLLINGS’ BUDGET REALITIES—Continued

[In billions of dollars]

President and year
U.S.

budget
(outlays)

Borrowed
trust
funds

Unified
deficit

with trust
funds

Actual
deficit
without

trust
funds

National
debt

Annual
increases
in spend-

ing for
interest

1984 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 851.9 7.6 ¥185.4 ¥193.0 1,564.7 153.9
1985 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 946.4 40.5 ¥212.3 ¥252.8 1,817.5 178.9
1986 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 990.5 81.9 ¥221.2 ¥303.1 2,120.6 190.3
1987 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,004.1 75.7 ¥149.8 ¥225.5 2,346.1 195.3
1988 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,064.5 100.0 ¥155.2 ¥255.2 2,601.3 214.1

Bush:
1989 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,143.7 114.2 ¥152.5 ¥266.7 2,868.3 240.9
1990 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,253.2 117.4 ¥221.2 ¥338.6 3,206.6 264.7
1991 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,324.4 122.5 ¥269.4 ¥391.9 3,598.5 285.5
1992 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,381.7 113.2 ¥290.4 ¥403.6 4,002.1 292.3

Clinton:
1993 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,409.5 94.2 ¥255.1 ¥349.3 4,351.4 292.5
1994 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,461.9 89.0 ¥203.3 ¥292.3 4,643.7 296.3
1995 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,515.8 113.3 ¥164.0 ¥277.3 4,921.0 332.4
1996 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,560.6 153.4 ¥107.5 ¥260.9 5,181.9 344.0
1997 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,601.3 165.8 ¥22.0 ¥187.8 5,369.7 355.8
1998 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,652.6 178.2 69.2 ¥109.0 5,478.7 363.8
1999 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,703.0 251.8 124.4 ¥127.4 5,606.1 353.5
2000 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,769.0 234.9 176.0 ¥58.9 5,665.0 362.0
2001 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,839.0 262.0 177.0 ¥85.0 5,750.0 371.0

*Historical Tables, Budget of the US Government FY 1998; Beginning in 1962 CBO’s 2001 Economic and Budget Outlook, Feb. 16, 2000.

Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, one
can see how that debt has gone up. One
can see we were doing pretty good
under the Budget Act, which was the
solution we had in 1993 under President
Clinton. We came from a $403.6 billion
deficit. We were spending over $400 bil-
lion more than we took in, until 1993
when we reduced it to $349.3 billion.
And in 1994, it went down to $292.3 bil-
lion. Then in 1995, it went down to $277
billion. In 1996, it went down to $260.9
billion. In 1997, it was $187.8 billion. In
1998, it was $109 billion. In 1999, it was
$127 billion. It went back up last year.

Under this chart, it shows we are
going back down. These are CBO fig-
ures.

As I related a minute ago, with the
votes we have had, it is going to be
over $100 billion. I am always trying to
jump off the Capitol dome to empha-
size a point. I make that offer again to
my distinguished chairman—I will
jump off the Capitol dome if we bal-
ance the budget. Watch. Come October,
when we adjourn for the year and start
the new fiscal year, we will be running
a deficit again. I yield the floor and re-
tain the remainder of our time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Colorado.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I yield 5
minutes to the Senator from Ohio.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio is recognized.

Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, as
many of my colleagues know, earlier I
offered an amendment to provide for a
tax reduction. At this time, I speak on
behalf of the Allard-Enzi-Grams
amendment because I believe it is a re-
sponsible way in which to deal with the
problem of reducing the national debt.

First, we need to pay down our na-
tional debt so we can decrease our in-
terest payments on that debt, a debt
which stands at $5.7 trillion. The way I
calculate it, the interest we’ll pay this
year comes out to over $224 billion. We
pay about $600 million a day on inter-
est costs alone. Out of every Federal
dollar we spend, 13 cents goes to pay
interest on the national debt com-
pared, for example, with 16 cents for

national defense and 18 cents for non-
defense discretionary spending. We will
spend more money on interest this
year than we do on Medicare.

These numbers make me determined
to do all I can to decrease our debt
even further. I believe every fiscal deci-
sion we make in Congress should be
measured against the backdrop of how
it will decrease our national debt. And
I am not the only one who believes
that. In fact, in Congressional testi-
mony in January of this year, CBO Di-
rector Dan Crippen stated:

Most economists agree that saving the sur-
pluses, paying down the debt held by the
public, is probably the best thing we can do
relative to the economy.

On that same day, Federal Reserve
Chairman Alan Greenspan said:

My first priority would be to allow as
much of the surplus to flow through into a
reduction in debt to the public. From an eco-
nomic point of view, that would be, by far,
the best means of employing it.

Lowering the debt sends a positive
signal to Wall Street and Main Street
and encourages more savings—and we
need more savings in this country—and
investment which, in turn, fuels pro-
ductivity and continued economic
growth. It also lowers interest rates
which, in my view, is a real tax reduc-
tion for the American people.

Furthermore, devoting on-budget
surpluses to debt reduction is the only
way we can ensure our Nation will not
return to the days of deficit spending
should the economy take a sharp turn
for the worse or a national emergency
arise. As Alan Greenspan has testified
before Congress:

A substantial part of the surplus . . .
should be allowed to reduce the debt, because
you can always increase debt later if you
wish to, but it’s effectively putting away the
surplus for use at a later time if you so
choose.

Many in the Senate have argued that
putting the Social Security surplus in
the lockbox will be enough to pay down
the debt. I remind my colleagues, we
will have to use some of the surplus ev-
erybody is talking about for paying
down the national debt in order to fund
reform of the Social Security system,

if we are going to solve the problems of
Social Security.

We cannot keep putting off our re-
sponsibilities. If we have the ability, as
we do now, we have a moral obligation
to pay down the debt.

When I go back to Ohio, people say:
we’re not asking for more tax cuts; I
want you to do something about Social
Security, Medicare, health care, and if
you have some money, for goodness
sake, pay down the debt.

That is what we do in our own fami-
lies. If we get a little extra money and
we are in debt, we pay down the debt.
That is what the people want this Gov-
ernment to do. That is the message I
am getting from the people in the
State of Ohio. I am sure my colleagues
who are supporting this amendment
are hearing from the people in their
states.

Last but not least, I agree with GAO
Comptroller General David Walker. In
testimony before the House Ways and
Means Committee last year, he said
something that is really very impor-
tant to those of us who have children
and grandchildren, as most of us in this
body do, about our obligation to future
generations. David Walker said:

This generation has a stewardship respon-
sibility to future generations to reduce the
debt burden they inherit, to provide a strong
foundation for future economic growth, and
to ensure that future commitments are both
adequate and affordable. Prudence requires
making the tough choices today—

We have to make the tough choices
today—
while the economy is healthy and the work-
force is relatively large—before we are hit by
the baby boom’s demographic tidal wave.

We should support this amendment.
It makes sense. It is good for America,
and it is good for fiscal responsibility.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired.

Mr. DOMENICI addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SES-

SIONS). The Senator from New Mexico.
Mr. DOMENICI. How much time does

Senator ALLARD have?
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Senator

ALLARD has 25 minutes remaining.
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Mr. DOMENICI. I yield myself 5 min-

utes. Let’s make it 10 minutes.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator is recognized.
Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I have

the greatest respect for Senator AL-
LARD and all those who are supporting
him on this amendment. But I surely
did not want the debate to end today
without talking about what we have al-
ready done and what this budget reso-
lution does.

In the last 2 years, we have reduced
the debt held by the public. I hear peo-
ple talking about both kinds of debt on
the floor. But did I hear Senator
VOINOVICH say he was quoting from
somebody who stated the best thing we
can do is reduce the debt held by the
public when we have a surplus? We
have already reduced it by $355 billion.
This budget resolution—so everyone
will know—will reduce the debt by an
additional $1.1 trillion.

Frankly, I am going to give an esti-
mate, but I think I will be close. If we
stay on this path, the interest on the
national debt will have been reduced
between $100 billion and $130 billion.

I ask, how much is enough?
There is an argument being made

that since this money is Social Secu-
rity trust fund money, it does not real-
ly reduce the debt because we may
have to use it someday. Right now, as
we sit in this Senate, and as I stand
and talk, there is less interest being
paid because the Social Security trust
fund money is not being spent; it is
being saved, which means we have that
much less IOUs to the public.

We are going to have $1.1 trillion
more over the next 5 years, making the
total, in a period of about 7 years, of
almost $1.5 trillion.

I think that on my side of the aisle,
the same Senators who are concerned
about whether this is real, because
someday we have to fix Social Secu-
rity, in my mind’s eye I think they are
all for personal accounts as a solution
to the Social Security problem. I sug-
gest that if we do personal accounts,
then we will not spend this money. In
fact, it will turn up on the side of the
ledger as having been saved rather
than having been spent. So it is too
early to predict what kind of reform
will occur, and when it will occur, if it
occurs, on Social Security.

What we have to look at is right now
and the next 5 years in this budget res-
olution. Some would make it sound as
if $1.1 trillion applied to the debt—a
portion of which is from the on-budget
surplus—isn’t enough, that we ought to
do more.

Let me suggest, what is left over
after doing that, over the next 5 years,
is about $390 billion. That is what is
left over in new money, off a freeze.

You have to take care of defense with
that, which I think a fair guess would
be that by itself it is going to grow at
$20 billion a year at a minimum. What
about all the rest of Government? Are
we literally going to say we are not
going to have a single increase in the

rest of Government? Of course, we are
going to have some.

What about a tax bill of some type?
Sooner or later both sides of the aisle—
and we are going to get a new Presi-
dent, but we are going to have some
tax relief. That all has to come out of
the remaining money, some portion of
which they keep saying: Put more on
the debt. They can argue whichever
way they want. Part of it will come out
of the tax relief in the future; part of it
will come out of spending in the future;
maybe part of it will come out of de-
fense in the future.

But I do not believe this Budget Com-
mittee did anything but the right thing
in assuming that about $1.1 trillion out
of a surplus that is probably totally,
for both kinds of surplus, about $1.5
trillion, is put on the debt.

Everybody claims they want to do
more. Everybody quotes Alan Green-
span. My friend, Senator GRAMM, once
said: Quoting Alan Greenspan is sort of
like quoting the Bible. It depends on
whether you are reading John or Mat-
thew; you can get a quote in one of
them that faith alone gets you to
Heaven, and you can quote the other
one that faith and a little work gets
you to Heaven. Choose whichever you
like. But you can quote either one.

I am going to say—to quote Alan
Greenspan to my way of thinking—the
best thing you can do is put a surplus
on the debt that you owe to the public.
But then he says, if the next choice is
between spending it and tax relief, un-
equivocally, tax relief; and, third, the
worst for the economy is to spend
more.

Frankly, I am amazed that we have
Republicans complaining about not
having enough on the debt when all we
have left over is used for two things:
$150 billion, spread over 5 years, in tax
relief, unless we do not do it. If we do
not have tax relief at all, it all goes on
the debt. That is right in the budget
resolution. That is binding. So if you
do not do tax relief, it goes on the debt.
The rest goes to contemplated in-
creases in defense and a very small
amount for the myriad domestic pro-
grams that we have in our Govern-
ment.

We have to be both realists and theo-
rists. We have to be philosophical and
we have to apply it with some bench-
marks to reality.

To tell you the honest truth, and to
share with my fellow Senators, never
in my life—25 years of which was spent
with great deficits—did I ever assume
we would be applying as much as this
budget resolution contemplates against
the debt. Our interest is going to de-
cline—I am corrected here—from about
$224 billion a year to about $166 billion
by the year 2005. That is with the tax
relief we have and with the defense in-
creases we have. Then, if you want to
go out the next 5 years, it comes down
precipitously thereafter.

Frankly, this generation of Ameri-
cans, and those working and trying to
make a living, are all out there saying:

We are putting part of our taxes into
debt relief. They are asking: How much
is enough? Are you going to have any
left over to give us a little tax relief?
Are you going to have any left over so
we can have an adequate Defense De-
partment? Or are you really going to
put it all on the debt?

I understand I am exaggerating when
I say ‘‘all,’’ but how much more can we
do?

I do not believe we ought to go be-
yond what we have in this budget reso-
lution. Democrats will claim maybe $75
billion more ought to go on the debt.
Senator ALLARD has it in some formula
by the year we ought to have more. I
think they both ought to lose. I hope,
before we are finished, they will both
lose because the right thing to do is
just about what the Budget Committee
agreed to: about $10 billion, or so, a
year out of the on-budget surplus; and
the entire Social Security surplus
going unused, staying in the fund.

When I ask, How much is enough? I
suggest that the most significant fiscal
policy change made to this point—to
the benefit of Americans of the fu-
ture—is something that came from our
side of the aisle, and in particular that
I thought up one day; and that most
significant fiscal change of events is
that all the Social Security surplus
stays in the Social Security fund.

Ask Dr. Greenspan, looking over the
last decade, and from what he can see
in the future: What is the most signifi-
cant fiscal policy change to the better-
ment of America? He will say that one,
if you live by it. We are living by it
right here in this budget resolution,
and somebody is suggesting that isn’t
enough. Somebody such as Dr. Green-
span thinks it is a whopping amount. I
imagine if he could write it down on a
piece of paper, he would say: I really
never thought Congress would ever do
that. If they do it for another 5 or 10
years, what a plus will occur, what a
positive thing to happen for American
consumers, the American worker, and
America’s future.

I will just summarize by stating a
rather unbelievable fact: By the year
2005, interest expenses will have de-
creased from 13 percent to 8 percent of
the Federal budget. That is the only
significant portion of the budget that
has declined, from 13 percent of the
budget down to 8 percent by 2005. Pret-
ty good work, Congress, pretty good
work.

Mr. STEVENS. Will the Senator
yield for a minute?

Mr. DOMENICI. I yield whatever
time the Senator would like.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I send
to the desk two amendments to strike
section 208 and section 210, and I ask
unanimous consent that they be quali-
fied and temporarily set aside to be
called up later. We will have a third
amendment pertaining to section 211 to
be offered later.

Mr. REID. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, what was the request?

Mr. STEVENS. That these amend-
ments be qualified and put in line.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

objection, it is so ordered.
Mr. DOMENICI. I reserve the remain-

der of my time.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Colorado.
Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I will

take the opportunity to respond to
some of the comments of the Senator
from South Carolina and also to some
of the comments from the chairman of
the Budget Committee.

We all appreciate the effort the
chairman of the Budget Committee has
put forth in paying down the public
debt. I think he is to be commended for
his commitment. We have talked about
the need to pay down the public debt.

What I am saying with this par-
ticular amendment is that we need to
go beyond 5 years. We need to look at
20 years and put a plan in place. This is
a minimal plan. We have over a $1.6
trillion budget. We are just taking $15
billion of it and saying let’s commit
each year an additional $15 billion to
paying down the debt and that we
ought to be able to do that. I don’t care
whether it is 15 or 10 or 7. Senator ENZI
from Wyoming made the same com-
ment. The important thing is that we
have a plan to pay it down.

This is a legitimate plan. This is not
just a paper transfer. The Senator from
South Carolina implied that this is just
a transfer on paper. It isn’t. It is tak-
ing the on-budget surplus and using
that towards paying down the debt as a
minimal plan. If the Budget Committee
comes up with more dollars they want
to put aside for debt reduction, God
bless them. Let’s do it. I am all for
that. But this doesn’t prevent them
from doing more if they want to do it.

In addition to that, we say, instead of
taking the Social Security surplus and
transferring it over to the general fund
where it gets spent, hold it in a fund
very much like the Domenici lockbox.
We put it there, and we don’t spend it.
It stays in that fund until we have seri-
ous Social Security reform. Then, when
we have changed Social Security, when
we have saved Social Security, then we
can relook at changing the law, where
we have an automatic transfer of sur-
plus and Social Security that goes to
the general fund to be spent. We can
look at the implications on our total
debt figure.

What you have here is a minimal
plan. If you start including the off-
budget surpluses in the year 2001, you
have a total debt payment of around
$152.4 billion because there is $137.4 bil-
lion that comes in on top of the $15 bil-
lion we have in the minimal plan. Then
in the next year, in 2002, we go up to
$30 billion that we are using in on-
budget surplus to pay down the debt.
That is a minimal plan to pay it down
by 2021. We add on top of that another
$143.6 billion to bring it up to $173.6 bil-
lion at the end of the 2002 budget year.
That is assuming we don’t do anything
to reform or change Social Security.

I think most of us agree that Social
Security is going to have to be

changed. We will have to do something
to save it. I am saying, in the mean-
time, instead of leaving the money out
there, leaving it vulnerable, let’s use
the money to pay down the public debt
an additional amount so it doesn’t get
built into the spending patterns of the
Congress and obligate us to programs
we may not be able to afford if we go
into a time period where our economy
is going to turn down.

I believe our economy is cyclical.
Right now, we are going through un-
precedented growth. At some point in
time, it is going to turn around. We are
going to regret the day we didn’t do
more to pay down the debt to get us in
a position to ride through those eco-
nomic downturns when they occur.

I think this is an important provi-
sion. It is in no way intended to be
critical of the efforts of the Budget
Committee to date. It says we can do
just a little bit more; instead of look-
ing at 5-year increments, let’s look at
a 20-year increment for paying down
the debt. We can do that in 20 years, by
2021. It says that in the process of
doing that, at a minimum, we will save
ourselves $3 trillion in interest pay-
ments.

It is a concrete plan. It doesn’t elimi-
nate the opportunity, if Members of
the Senate want to have reduced taxes.
It does not eliminate that. It has an
enforcement mechanism.

Last fall, we got into a discussion in
the Senate as to whether or not we
were spending Social Security dollars
because there was a disagreement on
what the revenues were going to be at
the first of the year, and we moved into
February. We have provided that if our
projected revenues don’t hold up, we
can go in and make adjustments on
spending so that when we tell the
American people we are not going to
spend Social Security dollars and the
revenues don’t hold up, we won’t spend
Social Security dollars. We will have
saved Social Security. I think it is
straightforward budgeting. It is ac-
countable. I think it is a step in the
right direction.

I reserve the remainder of my time. I
wonder if we have anyone further who
wants to speak on the other side.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
yields time in opposition?

If neither side yields time, the time
will be subtracted equally against both
sides.

Mr. ALLARD. Does the other side
have anybody who cares to speak? If
not, I can yield on this side.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. We do, Mr.
President. If, however, the proponent
of the amendment wishes to continue
addressing the Senate, we have no ob-
jection. We are waiting for people to
come by.

Mr. ALLARD. I think Senator ENZI
may want to make a point or two in
the debate. I will yield some time to
him, unless the Senator has somebody
in line to speak.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. That would be
fine.

Mr. ALLARD. I call on the Senator
from Wyoming, Mr. ENZI, and yield him
5 minutes.

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, we have
been hearing about the Social Security
surplus, and I hate for the debate to
really revolve around the Social Secu-
rity surplus. The Senator from New
Mexico, Mr. DOMENICI, did come up
with a marvelous plan last year—the
lockbox for Social Security—which has
been adopted as one of our budget prin-
ciples now; we lock up the Social Secu-
rity surplus. I can’t give enough credit
to him for his effort, along with those
of us who joined him to make that
preservation of Social Security. It is
extremely important. That continues
under this bill.

The focus of the bill should be a plan
to pay down the rest of the national
debt over a specified period of time,
just as you do a house payment. Why is
this important? Every family in Amer-
ica will understand why that is impor-
tant.

I hear some words around here occa-
sionally that if you have extra money
after you do these other things, then
you understand you are supposed to
pay down your debt. No, that is not
how it works, and the American people
understand that. If you have a debt,
you have a payment you have to make,
and you allocate that payment before
you do anything else.

That is what we are talking about
here—responsibility, just as you have
in a family, for paying down the na-
tional debt. It would come first. It
would have to be the first thing we did.
We would still find the money to do the
other things we thought were impor-
tant, but we would first pay down this
national debt we have accumulated on
behalf of our kids and grandkids.

We have talked about the debt being
reduced by $1.1 trillion over the next 5
years. That is marvelous. That is tak-
ing the Social Security surplus and
locking it up. It is a very important
concept. But that does not pay down
the national debt so there is money left
with which to eventually do additional
things.

There was a comment that there is
$130 billion in interest savings by pay-
ing that down. Not if we are being hon-
est about Social Security. If Social Se-
curity has bonds, Social Security
should earn interest. If Social Security
earns interest, that also has to go into
the account because we can’t spend it.
We don’t want to spend it, we are not
supposed to spend it, and we have made
it a principle not to spend it. But we
should still pay the interest to Social
Security. It will increase the debt re-
duction on this changing from one
pocket to another. But it is still inter-
est that has to be paid.

We are talking about a billion dollars
a day of interest on the national debt—
borrowing from what the Senator from
South Carolina used as a figure. But I
have to tell you, that billion dollars a
day is not free to be spent until all of
the national debt is paid off—all of it.
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When you pay down a house mortgage,
you pay it down a little bit and it saves
you some interest, but you actually
apply that interest to your payment
because the payment stays constant on
a house payment. So you can’t spend
the interest you save on a house pay-
ment. We are suggesting you can’t
spend the interest you save on a debt
reduction payment.

As the only accountant in the Sen-
ate, I spent a great deal of time listen-
ing to last year’s discussion on tax re-
lief. I was amazed at the number of my
Democrat colleagues who opposed that
bill because they said the money
should be used for debt reduction. This
is the same reason the President gave
for vetoing our tax cut. When he sub-
mitted his budget to Congress this
year, he made clear his rhetoric on
debt reduction was a fleeting facade be-
hind which he could hide his real desire
for countless new Government pro-
grams, each one requiring substantial
new Government spending, which
would further threaten our children’s
economic future. As soon as the threat
of the tax cut disappeared, so did the
President’s determination and commit-
ment to debt reduction—other than
moving it from one pocket to the other
on Social Security.

This amendment challenges all of my
colleagues to choose between a plan
that offers a real debt reduction or the
hollow promises which were nothing
more than a smokescreen for huge Gov-
ernment spending.

I urge colleagues to join me in re-
building the financial house of respon-
sibility where our parents and grand-
parents can retire in peace and where
our children and grandchildren will be
welcome for years to come. We should
join together in laying an important
cornerstone in that foundation today
by supporting Senator ALLARD’s
amendment to this budget resolution.

I reserve the remainder of my time
and I yield the floor.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I re-
serve the remainder of our time on this
side.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent
that the time be charged equally to
both sides.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. ALLARD. I object.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard.
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I yield to

the Senator from New Jersey.
Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President,

what is the parliamentary situation re-
garding the time for any opposition to
the amendment?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous agreement, there are 41
minutes remaining in opposition.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I
will speak off the budget resolution
itself. I have listened with interest to
the comments of the Senator from Col-
orado. I salute what he says he wants
to do to get the debt reduced more
than anybody else: Get it lower, bring
it down. It doesn’t matter how we get
it there, if we have to burn the house
down to get it.

There isn’t anybody here who doesn’t
know we are terribly short of funding
for programs we need to have in place,
that even the Republican budget reso-
lution—and I serve on the Budget Com-
mittee—was passed by the majority
without any support from the minor-
ity. None of the Democrats voted for
this resolution.

I think it is fair to say the principle
of paying down the debt was estab-
lished by President Clinton and his ad-
ministration when they said, ‘‘Save So-
cial Security, pay down the debt.’’
They were almost simultaneous acts.
Some disagree and say it is another
IOU from the Government. But it is an
IOU from a much stronger balance
sheet. I come from the business world,
and that is the way I look at things.

I ask the Senator from Colorado, if
he will indulge me, what is the total
savings he hopes to have or the total
debt reduction he plans to have over
the 5-year period?

Mr. ALLARD. If we look at it over-
all, we plan on saving, in interest over
the 20 year period, $3.2 trillion. Now, if
we look at our debt payment over 5
years in surplus, then we are going to
be paying down our trust fund. In 2006,
we are going to be looking at—let me
get the figure out here—a total of hav-
ing paid down the surplus in 5 years of
$982.7 billion and a savings of the inter-
est, which would be that much less
since we have to pay interest on it.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President,
will the distinguished Senator be kind
enough to tell me what the formula
says in direct debt repayment over the
5-year period? I understand that it is in
increments.

Mr. ALLARD. Fifteen billion dollars.
Mr. LAUTENBERG. Then $30 billion.
Mr. ALLARD. Then $45 billion. Yes.

So when we get down here to the year
2006, we would be making a $90 billion
payment for the debt payment. But $15
billion of that comes out of the spend-
ing for that year as new revenues come
in. So we are establishing a program.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. I appreciate the
Senator’s response. I am trying to get
it nailed down to a figure so we can dis-
cuss it with a degree of understanding.

If it was $15 billion, $30 billion, $45
billion, $60 billion, and $75 billion, it
comes to about $255 billion in 5 years.

Mr. ALLARD. The program amount
paying down the debt would be $90 bil-
lion in the year 2006.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. But we are talk-
ing about starting in 2001. It comes to
$255 billion. We don’t have to take this

much longer. I was surprised to see the
Senator introduce a 20-year forecast.
Am I correct? Was that on the chart?

Mr. ALLARD. It is not a forecast. It
is a plan to pay down the debt so we
will have completely paid off the debt
by the year 2021.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. It is a manda-
tory retirement of debt each year re-
gardless of the financial condition in
this country.

Mr. ALLARD. It includes the Social
Security surplus. The bill sets the So-
cial Security surplus over here, and
says it will not spend the Social Secu-
rity surplus unless we do Social Secu-
rity reform. On top of that, you have
the Social Security surplus. If we took
2001 and 2002, for example, when you in-
clude a Social Security surplus, it is
more than $15 billion. It is $152.4 billion
in 2001, and $173.6 billion paying down
the debt in both those years. It is pret-
ty similar to what the Budget Com-
mittee is doing right now.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. To be clear, be-
cause I think there is perhaps some
misinterpretation of what the Senator
is looking for, that is pay down the
debt as a mandate of the budget proc-
ess—pay down the debt, and that is re-
gardless of where those payments come
from. I understand the Senator wants
to get the debt paid down. But I just
want to be sure I am correct in what I
understand his intention is, once again
to pay down the debt. Regardless, we
are going to take $15 billion out next
year, and the next year it is $30 billion,
and then $45 billion, et cetera, among
the first things. That is a mandate.

Mr. ALLARD. That is a priority.
Mr. LAUTENBERG. I thank the Sen-

ator. I hope it is clear to everybody
who is listening that this is a cut
taken without regard for the con-
sequences. It doesn’t matter where it
comes from. It can come out of Medi-
care, based on what we are hearing. It
could come out of education. It could
come out of COPS. Pull in the FBI, cut
the number of FBI agents, cut safety
programs, cut Coast Guard—cut, cut. It
is like the harvest at the end of the
growing season—just cut it. The only
problem is we have other obligations.

Maybe the Senator from Colorado
thinks the principal obligation is simi-
lar to running an accounting office
such as H&R Block, or something such
as that. We cut regardless of the con-
sequences. Take down the respirators.
Take down the blood transfusions. If
the patient dies, the patient dies.

We can’t have that. Forgive me, but
everybody knows that this is a polit-
ical idea whose time should never
come. We cannot plan on eliminating
the debt without establishing where it
is that the funds are going to come
from to pay down that debt. I did not
hear the Senator say ‘‘only if there is a
surplus.’’ He didn’t allocate the re-
source to the surplus. Even if we are in
debt because of an economic downturn
of some significance, we will just pay
down the debt. We will take it out of
programs that are life-sustaining pro-
grams in some cases—or increasing
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taxes. That is where we have to go if
there is no accounting. I know the Sen-
ator, in addition to being a profes-
sional, is also, if I may say, a business-
man. He knows what balance sheets
and P&L statements look like. We are
going to just pay down the debt regard-
less of where it comes from.

I know the distinguished chairman of
the committee on which I serve, the
Budget Committee, has a word or two
he wants to pass along. I must say that
this proposal, unless we know where
and how the funds are going to be gen-
erated to pay down that debt, you will
forgive me, borders on the reckless.

I ask the Senator to answer in short
form, because it is on opposition time,
where does the Senator plan to get the
funds to pay down this debt?

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, my re-
sponse is, we have 4-percent growth in
outlays projected into the schedule
that we have laid out. In reality, there
are no program cuts. We make provi-
sions for 4-percent increases. There is
just a plan. It is similar to an amorti-
zation schedule for your home. If the
family runs into problems, they can
redo that plan to pay down the debt.
But the key is that we have a plan to
pay down the debt. We have allowed 4-
percent growth in spending in that
plan. I think that is reasonable.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. I am sure the
Senator considers it reasonable.

I point out that this cut would be to
reduce the Republican budget resolu-
tion plan for spending by $205 billion.

I ask the chairman of the Budget
Committee what kind of effect this
might have if your budget plan for dis-
cretionary spending and nondefense
was cut, and maybe even throw defense
in the $205 billion.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I say
to the Senator that all good intentions
are attributable to this amendment.
But this amendment prejudges every-
thing that we need for the next 5 years,
and perhaps 5 years after that. Assum-
ing we know right now about every-
thing we need—and we ought to use his
number, which is 4 percent for defense
and everything else—and decide all the
rest goes on the debt, then budget com-
mittees will start with those ground
rules in the future. Pretty soon, we
will just write a budget right here on
the floor like this. We don’t have to
meet. Nothing happens any differently
every year. We just determine this is
exactly how much will be left over, and
all the rest goes to the debt.

I am already against the amendment.
I don’t think it is the right thing to do.
I didn’t yield time off my amendment,
but I would have if I had been here.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. I could see a
hefty tax raise coming to pay off the
debt.

Mr. DOMENICI. It could, and it could
be tax cuts in the future, which is not
what Republicans have been thinking
either. The Senator from Colorado says
he doesn’t intend to affect them. But
the truth is we don’t know that.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I
have finished with my remarks.

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I re-
gret I will be unable to support the
amendment offered by Senator ALLARD
to provide for budget procedures de-
signed to reduce our national debt.
While I strongly agree with the goal of
debt reduction, I cannot support the
amendment because of several impor-
tant flaws.

First, the amendment calls for at
least partially privatizing Social Secu-
rity as part of an overall reform plan
for that program. While I believe we
need to pursue modest reforms to So-
cial Security, I strongly oppose efforts
to privatize that program. For the past
seven decades, Social Security has
worked to keep retirees out of poverty.
Roughly half of seniors would in live
poverty were it not for Social Security.
It would be a great mistake to elimi-
nate the fundamental shared security
that program provides by moving to a
privatized system.

Second, while a policy of planned
debt reduction may be meritorious,
there are clearly times when it would
be wise to temporarily suspend such
plans. The amendment provides for one
exception, namely a declaration of war.
However, there are other cir-
cumstances under which an exception
may be needed, in particular, when
there is a severe economic recession.
At such a time, debt reduction may ag-
gravate an economic slump. At the
very least, the amendment should pro-
vide some flexibility with respect to
the level of debt reduction. Unfortu-
nately, it does not.

Finally, the amendment may be un-
constitutional, as it attempts to con-
strain the power of the Vice President,
provided in the Constitution, to break
tie votes in the Senate. It is ironic that
perhaps the most critical vote of the
past decade in the cause of a lower na-
tional debt, the vote to pass the 1993
deficit reduction package, was decided
by the tie-breaking vote of the Vice
President and would have been pre-
cluded had this provision been in effect
at the time. That single vote may be
more responsible for the record-break-
ing economic growth we have experi-
enced than any other over the past
seven years. More importantly, this
provision is almost certainly unconsti-
tutional, and on that basis alone, war-
rants opposition.

This budget resolution would cer-
tainly look a lot better were it to in-
corporate the levels of debt reduction
contemplated by this amendment, and
it is regretful that, thanks in large
part to the fiscally irresponsible tax
cuts in it, the underlying budget reso-
lution could not sustain the level of
debt reduction that Senator ALLARD
proposes. While I cannot vote for his
amendment, I congratulate Senator
ALLARD on his effort, for he has cer-
tainly helped to raise the critical issue
of debt reduction, and given it the pri-
ority it deserves.

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I rise to
strongly support Senator ALLARD’s
amendment, which would protect So-

cial Security and eliminate the federal
debt held by the public. I believe this is
a fiscally responsible amendment and
it will help us to maintain fiscal dis-
cipline in an era of budget surplus.

If enacted, this amendment would
stop Washington’s spending spree and
eliminate the entire $3.6 trillion debt
owed to the public, save over $3 trillion
in interest, and protect the Social Se-
curity program from annual discre-
tionary appropriations raids.

Mr. President, thanks to our strong
economy, we will have a $1.9 trillion
non-Social Security surplus and a $2.3
trillion Social Security surplus over
the next 10 years.

Yet there are many proposals to
spend this surplus. If we spend it, rath-
er than save it, we will confirm the
public’s worst fears about the irrespon-
sibility of their elected leaders.

This budget surplus didn’t just fall
from the sky. It is working Americans
who generated the surplus—not Con-
gress, not the President, but Ameri-
cans’ hard work. And it should be re-
turned to taxpayers in the form of debt
reduction, tax relief, and Social Secu-
rity reform.

If we don’t lock in the budget surplus
and return it to the taxpayers in these
ways, Washington will spend it all.
Last year’s appropriations spending
has proven that my fears are well
founded.

Federal Reserve Chairman Greenspan
has repeatedly advised the Congress
and the administration that we should
use the surplus for debt reduction or
tax relief, rather than increasing gov-
ernment spending. Here is what he
said:

Saving the surpluses—if politically fea-
sible—is, in my judgment, the most impor-
tant fiscal measure we can take at this time
to foster continued improvements in produc-
tivity.

The Allard amendment would achieve
this goal by dedicating some of the
non-Social Security surplus to retire
the debt. It also locks up the entire So-
cial Security surplus for debt reduc-
tion, so we can have more cash reserves
to save and reform Social Security, and
to ensure Social Security will be there
for our seniors, baby boomers, and fu-
ture generations.

I am pleased that under this budget
resolution, we dedicate the $1.1 trillion
budget surplus to reduce the debt. This
is a move in the right direction. We
should now accelerate and continue the
debt repayments.

The Allard amendment will just do
that. Starting in fiscal year 2001, this
amendment requires Congress to use
$15 billion of non-Social Security sur-
plus receipts to pay down the debt.
Thereafter, in every succeeding year,
the amount of debt payment must in-
crease by $15 billion. Under this amend-
ment, we will do more to pay down the
debt.

Futhermore, the Allard amendment
leaves plenty of room to provide tax re-
lief for working Americans, while pro-
tecting the Social Security surplus.
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Our colleagues on the other side of

the aisle talk about debt reduction, but
what they really want is to use debt re-
duction as an excuse to deny working
Americans tax relief and to increase
government spending. When I offered
an amendment in the Budget Com-
mittee to dedicate this fiscal year’s $26
billion on-budget surplus to retire the
national debt, all of the Minority party
members voted against my amend-
ment, claiming that it would cut gov-
ernment spending too much.

Mr. President, our economy has
greatly improved our short-term fiscal
situation, and we will have a signifi-
cant budget surplus over the next 10
years. However, our long-term fiscal
condition, such as the insolvency of So-
cial Security, still constitutes the pri-
mary threat to the health of our future
economy.

We must seize the opportunity pre-
sented by this budget surplus to ad-
dress our long-term fiscal imbalances
caused by the astronomic unfunded li-
ability of Social Security. Without re-
form, the long-term financial imbal-
ances will crowd out all of our discre-
tionary spending. It will create fiscal
hardship for millions of baby boomers
and impose a heavy burden on future
generations.

The Allard amendment offers us the
opportunity to fix the problem.

The Allard amendment maintains the
fiscal discipline we need in an era of
budget surplus. It requires Congress to
budget for a surplus that will be dedi-
cated to the repayment of the publicly
held portion of the debt, while main-
taining a balanced budget.

As I have repeatedly warned, without
returning this budget surplus to the
taxpayers in the form of debt reduction
and tax relief, Washington will spend
all of it. Let’s pass the Allard amend-
ment to stop that.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, while the
manager of the bill has been talking on
this most important issue, I have been
meeting with staff and some others to
try to get the remaining time lined up
before 5:30.

I say to the manager of the bill on
the majority side that Senator CONRAD
is here and would like to offer an
amendment. He can either do it when
time runs out or he could do it now.

If the Senator from Colorado wishes
to offer an amendment, we could take
5 minutes before 5:30.

Senator KENNEDY and Senator BINGA-
MAN would also like 5 minutes to speak
before the vote takes place. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota, who is going
to offer the amendment, needs about 12
minutes.

Mr. DOMENICI. We have been work-
ing very well together on this but I
don’t want to agree to that. That
means on your side you have 10 min-
utes to speak on the education matter
and you have not yielded anything to
us in opposition.

Mr. REID. I have no problem with
you having whatever time. I am trying

to protect Senators BINGAMAN and KEN-
NEDY because they requested time a
long time ago.

Mr. DOMENICI. The unanimous con-
sent said each of them can speak 2 min-
utes before the vote. That is agreed to
in the unanimous consent; is that cor-
rect?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct.

Mr. DOMENICI. So they have 2 min-
utes each.

Mr. REID. If they are here and I get
the floor I will yield them some time.

Mr. DOMENICI. I am ready to let the
Senator proceed with his amendment
although there is time remaining. I
want to yield my time. If the Senator
will yield his time, he will not have
time left except the 2 minutes for each
side.

Mr. REID. I think the two leaders
would not agree to that because they
have alerted everybody the vote is
going to take place at 5:30.

Mr. DOMENICI. Under my proposal,
we yield back our time on Allard, he
yields back his time, and we are fin-
ished with Allard except for the 2 min-
utes.

Mr. REID. And then the rest of the
time we talk on debt reduction.

Mr. DOMENICI. Up until the time we
allow 2 minutes for each amendment.

Mr. ALLARD. I want 2 or 3 minutes
to summarize. I can do that and then
yield back the remainder of my time.

Mr. DOMENICI. Wouldn’t you rather
speak before your amendment is voted
on?

Mr. ALLARD. Yes.
Mr. DOMENICI. The Senator has 2

minutes under the unanimous consent
to do that.

Mr. ALLARD. That is fine.
Mr. DOMENICI. I yield back the time

and assume the time has been con-
sumed on the Allard amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota.

AMENDMENT NO. 2935 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2906

(Purpose: To increase the amount of debt re-
duction contained in the resolution by $75
billion over 5 years)
Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, the

amendment I am offering is simple. It
reduces the proposed $150 billion tax
cut in the Republican plan. It cuts it in
half and dedicates the savings to debt
reduction.

The U.S. economy is stronger than it
has ever been. We have now had the
longest economic expansion in our his-
tory. The question before the Senate is:
What is the best strategy for keeping
this extraordinary economic expansion
underway? That is the question before
the Senate.

Virtually every economist who came
before the Budget Committee, vir-
tually every economist who came be-
fore the Finance Committee on which I
also serve, has said the highest priority
ought to be the further paying down of
the national debt. That is what my
amendment addresses.

I believe rather than some ambitious,
new spending scheme or some ambi-

tious, new tax scheme that our priority
ought to be paying down the national
debt. Why? Because that is what has
triggered this enormous economic ex-
pansion, getting our fiscal policy in
order.

In 1993, we had a $290 billion deficit,
a deficit as far as the eye could see. We
were running up the national debt. In
fact, we quadrupled the national debt
in about a 10-year timeframe. That
would put this economy in the tank. In
1993, when we passed a plan to bring
down the deficit, a 5-year plan that
brought down the deficit each and
every year, that put us on a course to
lower interest rates and of higher rates
of economic growth, to get the crowd-
ing-out factor removed from the mar-
ketplace so the Federal Government
wasn’t in competition with the private
sector for scarce resources.

The result has been reduced interest
rates. The result has been more money
available for productive investment in
this economy. The result has been the
lowest unemployment in 30 years, the
lowest rates of inflation in more than
30 years, and the longest economic ex-
pansion in our history. Those are the
facts. The critical component, accord-
ing to every economist that has come
before us, is to continue that strategy,
continue to pay down the debt, lift this
debt burden off of the economy, pay off
this publicly held debt by the year 2013
or before so that we have as big an
economy as we can possibly grow be-
fore the baby boomers start to retire.
That is the wisest course.

It is not just the opinion of the Sen-
ator from North Dakota; that is also
the opinion of the Chairman of the
Federal Reserve, who says: Pay down
the debt first. The best use of the sur-
plus is to reduce red ink.

Chairman Greenspan said on debt re-
duction: Saving the surpluses, if politi-
cally feasible, is, in my judgment, the
most important fiscal measure we can
take at this time to foster continued
improvements in productivity.

Listen to Mr. Greenspan on this ques-
tion:

. . . there are limited fiscal resources in
this country and until we have strong evi-
dence that there is a major structural in-
crease in the surplus, that trying to commit
it to various different programs or even tax
cuts, I think, is unwise.

The alternative budget we are offer-
ing on our side dedicates 82 percent of
the projected surpluses to debt reduc-
tion. This is what we are proposing
over 10 years; 82 percent of all of the
surpluses dedicated to paying down the
debt. We leave 14 percent for tax cuts
and other high priority domestic needs
such as prescription drug benefits.

The vast majority of what we are
proposing in our substitute is to pay
down the debt. This includes every
penny of the Social Security surplus,
and it includes the biggest percentage
of the non-Social Security surplus for
paying down the debt.

I know this is a conservative ap-
proach and some are surprised we are
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advocating it, but this is our position.
We believe it is the best strategy for
the economy. We believe it is the best
strategy for the country, and it is the
strategy we are strongly supporting.

Our friends on the other side of the
aisle primarily advocate tax cuts. Vir-
tually all of the non-Social Security
surplus in the plan on the other side of
the aisle goes for tax cuts. Our alter-
native is to say, yes, there is room for
tax cuts, but it ought not to be the
first priority out of the non-Social Se-
curity surplus. The first priority ought
to be further debt reduction. We dedi-
cate 36 percent of the non-Social Secu-
rity surplus in addition to 100 percent
of the Social Security surplus. In addi-
tion, we advocate 36 percent of the non-
Social Security surplus to debt reduc-
tion, the biggest percentage.

The next biggest percentage is for
tax cuts. Yes, tax cuts are called for
with this prosperity. Yes, we ought to
address the marriage penalty; we ought
to solve it. Yes, we ought to deal with
some of the other things in the Tax
Code that are unfair. For example, I be-
lieve 39 years of depreciation for lease-
hold improvements makes no sense
when the economic life of those im-
provements is 10 to 15 years. We ought
to change that, too. We ought to
change the estate tax. The current uni-
fied credit is out of date. We ought to
update that. We ought to dramatically
increase what we are doing in terms of
relief for people with an estate tax
problem.

The top priority ought to be debt re-
duction. That is what we have made
the top priority in our proposal. Mr.
President, 36 percent of the non-Social
Security surplus is for debt reduction;
29 percent for tax cuts; 23 percent for
prescription drugs and other initia-
tives, and, of course, 11 percent for in-
terest costs.

Mr. REID. Will the Senator yield?
Mr. CONRAD. I am happy to yield to

the Senator.
Mr. REID. Would a debt reduction be

a tax decrease for everybody in Amer-
ica?

Mr. CONRAD. Absolutely. That
would reduce interest costs over time.
Of course, we are burning up a lot of
money in the Federal budget in inter-
est costs.

The other thing I think is often
missed in this whole question of debt
reduction, Lloyd Bentsen when he was
Secretary of the Treasury came to a
meeting of the Finance Committee and
said the best bang for the buck, the
biggest bang for the buck is to take
measures that reduce debt, that reduce
deficits, that as a result take pressure
off of interest rates.

For every 1 percent we save on inter-
est rates, we lift a $128 billion debt bur-
den off this economy, every year—
every year. That is bigger than any tax
cut anybody has come up with, in
terms of relief to our economy, by lift-
ing the debt burden on this economy.

The proof is in the pudding. What
happened in 1993, when we cut spending

and, yes, raised income taxes on the
wealthiest 1 percent so we could reduce
the deficits, balance the budget, and
get us on a course that could be sus-
tained financially? We triggered re-
duced interest rates, increased rates of
savings, societal savings that made
more money available for productive
investment that kicked off the longest
economic expansion in our history.
That is what is working. We ought to
continue that course.

We ought to stay the effort, continue
the effort to pay down this debt, re-
lieve the debt burden on the economy,
take Government out of competition
for scarce resources so the private sec-
tor has more money to invest, so we
are better able to grow the economy, so
we have a bigger economy when the
bills of the baby boom generation start
to come due. That is what every econo-
mist has told the Finance Committee.
It is what they have told the Budget
Committee. We have the Chairman of
the Federal Reserve telling us that is
the wisest course. Let’s do it. Let’s
take some of this tax cut, half of it,
and use it to reduce the debt. That is
the wisest course.

We know there are things that need
to be done on tax relief. I mentioned
the marriage tax penalty. We ought to
eliminate the marriage tax penalty. We
ought to eliminate that. We have
enough money in our proposed tax cuts
to take care of that problem and also
to address other serious needs in the
tax arena. But when I talk to my con-
stituents, they say to me: Senator, pay
down the debt. That is really the cry-
ing need in this economy.

We know; we have seen the reports in
the Washington Post, that individuals’
taxes have gone down. That is the find-
ing of the Congressional Budget Office.
That is the finding of the Tax Founda-
tion, that taxes on individuals have
gone down because we have expanded
the earned-income tax credit; we pro-
vide the $500 tax credit for children. As
a result, we have provided tax relief,
very meaningful tax relief. That is one
reason people are not clamoring for the
additional tax relief.

What they are clamoring for is a con-
tinuation of the economic strategy
that has made us the wonder of the
world. It has created the longest eco-
nomic expansion in our history. What-
ever we do, we should not put that eco-
nomic expansion at risk. And the best
way to foster a continuation of this
economic expansion is to continue the
strategy of paying down debt.

Might I inquire how much time I
have remaining?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has not sent up his amendment, so
the time has not begun to run on his
amendment.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I send
an amendment to the desk and ask for
its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The senior assistant bill clerk read as
follows:

The Senator from North Dakota [Mr.
CONRAD], for himself, Mr. KOHL, Mr. DORGAN,
Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. HARKIN and Mr. ROBB,
proposes an amendment numbered 2935 to
amendment 2906.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that reading of the
amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:
In the amendment strike all after the first

word and add the following:
Notwithstanding any other provisions of

this resolution the following numbers shall
apply:

On page 4, line 4, increase the amount by
$6,579,000,000.

On page 4, line 5, increase the amount by
$12,427,000,000.

On page 4, line 6, increase the amount by
$15,376,000,000.

On page 4, line 7, increase the amount by
$18,775,000,000.

On page 4, line 8, increase the amount by
$21,724,000,000.

On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$6,579,000,000.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$12,427,000,000.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$15,376,000,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$18,775,000,000.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$21,724,000,000.

On page 5, line 15, increase the amount by
$6,579,000,000.

On page 5, line 16, increase the amount by
$12,427,000,000.

On page 5, line 17, increase the amount by
$15,376,000,000.

On page 5, line 18, increase the amount by
$18,775,000,000.

On page 5, line 19, increase the amount by
$21,724,000,000.

On page 5, line 23, decrease the amount by
$6,579,000,000.

On page 5, line 24, decrease the amount by
$12,427,000,000.

On page 5, line 25, decrease the amount by
$15,376,000,000.

On page 6, line 1, decrease the amount by
$18,775,000,000.

On page 6, line 2, decrease the amount by
$21,724,000,000.

On page 6, line 6, decrease the amount by
$6,579,000,000.

On page 6, line 7, decrease the amount by
$12,427,000,000.

On page 6, line 8, decrease the amount by
$15,376,000,000.

On page 6, line 9, decrease the amount by
$18,775,000,000.

On page 6, line 10, decrease the amount by
$21,724,000,000.

On page 29, line 3, decrease the amount by
$6,579,000,000.

On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount by
$74,881,000,000.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
thought we had an implicit under-
standing when I yielded back all my
time on the amendment that Senator
CONRAD would offer his amendment, it
would be a half-hour on his side on his
amendment and a half-hour on our
side. That is what second-degree
amendments carry.

Mr. CONRAD. I thought we had 12
minutes on our side.

Mr. DOMENICI. Twelve only? What-
ever anyone wants to do, we have to
leave some time.
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Mr. REID. Will the Senator yield? I

say to the Senator from North Dakota,
I offered a unanimous consent agree-
ment to give him 12 minutes. He
thought that had been agreed to. It had
not been. That is why he asked the
Chair how much time he had left. He
offered his amendment. I guess the
time will just be split now; is that
right?

Mr. DOMENICI. He has used 12 min-
utes. How much time has he used on
his amendment?

Mr. REID. How much time has the
Senator used?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator spoke for 11 minutes off the reso-
lution.

Mr. REID. So, 45 minutes, approxi-
mately, would be remaining?

Mr. DOMENICI. At what time are we
supposed to vote?

Mr. REID. We are to vote at 5:30;
there are 35 minutes left.

Mr. DOMENICI. We need 2 minutes to
talk about the amendment that is up,
that is going to be called up. Why don’t
we split the remaining time.

Mr. REID. That will be fine.
Mr. DOMENICI. So we need 4 minutes

before we vote at 5:30, and the rest of
the time will be divided equally, which
is giving him a very big break, but I
am glad to do it.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The Senator
from North Dakota.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, first let
me thank my colleagues. We are glad
to split the remaining time.

I think the point has been made and
hopefully clearly made. I am offering a
second-degree amendment to the
amendment of the Senator from Colo-
rado. Let me just speak, if I may for a
moment, about the amendment of the
Senator from Colorado because there is
something in his amendment that also
should concern my colleagues.

Right at the beginning of the amend-
ment of the Senator from Colorado, he
defines a balanced budget as one that
includes all budgeted outlays and budg-
eted revenues. He says, ‘‘budgeted out-
lays shall not exceed budget revenues.’’
That sounds like a balanced budget
but, unfortunately, under the legal
terms to which we have to hold, that is
a definition of a balanced budget that
includes the Social Security surpluses.

We have all pledged here not to do
this. We have all pledged not to use So-
cial Security surpluses to balance the
budget. Now the Senator from Colorado
comes in here and defines a balanced
budget as one that uses Social Security
revenues to balance. That is
precisely——

Mr. ALLARD. Will the Senator yield?
Mr. CONRAD. No, I will not. That is

precisely what we should not do. That
is going back to the bad old days
around here of using Social Security
money to balance the budget. That is
going back to the bad old days of raid-
ing Social Security, of looting Social
Security to make it look as if we have
balanced the budget.

Why ever would we want to go back
to that approach? We have just spent
years convincing our colleagues and
the American people that we should
not count Social Security surpluses to
balance the operating budget of the
United States. Now we have an amend-
ment from a colleague that suggests we
ought to go back to the bad old days
and we ought to raid Social Security to
balance the budget.

I hope we will not go in that direc-
tion. I hope we will continue on the
path of reserving every penny of Social
Security for Social Security. Let’s not,
please, colleagues, go back to defining
a balanced budget as one that raids the
Social Security surpluses in order to
achieve balance. That would be a pro-
found mistake.

Instead, I hope we take the second-
degree amendment I have offered that
says let’s make the top priority debt
reduction, let’s take every penny of the
Social Security surplus and dedicate it
to Social Security, and let’s take the
biggest chunk of the non-Social Secu-
rity surplus and use it to pay down
debt. That is the best game plan for
maintaining economic prosperity in
the country, for extending this remark-
able period of economic expansion, for
broadening and deepening economic op-
portunity in this country.

Mr. President, I reserve the remain-
der of my time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, how
much time does Senator CONRAD have
remaining?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Ten min-
utes.

Mr. DOMENICI. How much do I have
remaining?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Fifteen
minutes.

Mr. DOMENICI. I yield myself 5 min-
utes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico is recognized.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I do
not want to provoke a long argument
about who did the most to cause Amer-
ica to have these years of prosperity. I
will summarize what I think.

Frankly, I do not believe it is ration-
al to say the Clinton tax increase of
$290 billion is what caused this Amer-
ican economy to go buoyant and
produce strong growth rates for the
last 7 years. Essentially, that is what
happened in that first year. Some say
it added some credibility. To the ex-
tent it added credibility, it probably
should have been taken off after the
next year we had credibility.

In any event, I want to talk about
what we are doing here. I do not know
why it is, with the surpluses we have,
that we cannot get to the point where
those on the other side of the aisle—at
least almost all of them. They really
do not want to have very much tax re-
lief, if any, for the American people.
When we boil it right down, the dif-
ference is not paying off the debt
—there is a slight difference there—but

the difference is spending, and that is
it. They want to spend more, and we
say let’s give back more to the Amer-
ican people in tax relief.

This is about as dramatic as I can
give it, and it is a pretty honest inter-
pretation of the Democrats’ budget—
that is what the Senator alludes to—
versus our budget.

The committee’s resolution has 11
percent of the surplus going to tax re-
ductions. They have 4 percent. In the
committee’s resolution, spending gets
17 percent of the surplus—this is the
total surplus—and we put 72 percent of
that surplus on the debt. The Demo-
cratic plan says let’s do 4 percent in
tax relief and 22 percent in spending.

If one wants to quote Alan Greenspan
correctly—as I said, it is like the Bible:
It depends on how one wants to read
him. But Alan Greenspan would say:
Do not spend any of it; put it all on the
surplus. And if you cannot put it all on
the surplus, do not spend it; put it on
tax relief. That is what we did.

Essentially, when the argument is
finished, for some reason, even though
we get our tax relief down to a small
amount—$1 in tax relief for $13 in debt
reduction in the first year; over 5 years
it is $1 in tax relief for $8 in deficit re-
duction—that is not good enough. We
cannot even give back to the taxpayers
$1 out of $9—8 plus 1; $8 in reduction of
the debt. Here is the difference: We
would spend 17 percent; they would
spend 22 percent. It seems to me we are
following the admonition of the distin-
guished Chairman of the Federal Re-
serve Board and they are not.

On the other hand, we can argue all
day who is closest to what he says. The
Republicans are being realistic. Out of
these huge surpluses, we ought to give
a little back to the American people
sooner or later, and if we spend it, we
do not have it to give back. That is
just the way it is. That is the dif-
ference between the two.

I do not believe I will need all of my
half hour. I assume I have used 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ALLARD. Will the Senator from
New Mexico yield to me? Will the Sen-
ator from New Mexico give me some
time to respond to the comments of the
Senator from North Dakota?

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, on the
Senator’s amendment or in opposition
to the Conrad amendment?

Mr. ALLARD. In opposition to his
amendment. He made some comments I
want to clarify for the record.

Mr. DOMENICI. I will give the Sen-
ator from Colorado 3 minutes.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, the
Senator from North Dakota indicated
that we include Social Security in our
provision when we say we have to bal-
ance the budget. That is correct. But
he did not read the whole bill because
if he had read another section of the
bill, it shows we set aside the Social
Security surplus and do not spend it.
We do treat Social Security as an off-
budget item, and we keep it there. It
stays there until there is Social Secu-
rity reform or we do something to save
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Social Security. We all agree Social
Security is headed for trouble. I want-
ed to clarify for the record that we do
protect Social Security.

I point out in opposition to the
amendment of the Senator from North
Dakota that my amendment does more
than what he is proposing. We have a
plan in place that specifically saves So-
cial Security, and we have an enforce-
ment mechanism in there.

I plan to vote against the amendment
of the Senator from North Dakota be-
cause I believe that unless we have the
enforcement mechanism, all of this is a
sham. We need to have the enforcement
mechanism that says if our revenues do
not measure up, we do not spend Social
Security.

I thank the Senator from New Mex-
ico for yielding to me so that I could
clarify the record. I yield back any re-
maining time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, with the 10
minutes we have remaining, I yield 4
minutes to the Senator from North Da-
kota, 2 minutes to the junior Senator
from North Dakota, and 4 minutes to
the Senator from Massachusetts. Sen-
ator BINGAMAN will use our 2 minutes
in wrapup.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I say to
my colleague from Colorado, I read his
amendment. His amendment defines a
balanced budget as one that includes
all receipts and all outlays. That in-
cludes the Social Security surplus
funds as a definition of a balanced
budget. That, in my judgment, is not a
balanced budget. It is exactly the mis-
take we made around here for 30 years.
Defining a balanced budget as one that
includes Social Security surpluses is to
set up the circumstance in which we
could go back to the bad old days of
raiding and looting Social Security for
operating expenses, and that is some-
thing we have all pledged not to do.

Maybe the intention of the Senator
from Colorado is to protect Social Se-
curity, but when he defines a balanced
budget in the amendment he has of-
fered as one that raids Social Security
surpluses to accomplish balance, he has
turned back the clock to the bad old
days. That is a mistake. That should
not happen. We should not vote for it.

Instead, I say to my colleagues, we
should vote for the second-degree
amendment I have offered that says
let’s put debt reduction as the first pri-
ority of this Government; that says we
are going to reserve every penny of the
Social Security surplus for Social Se-
curity; and that says of the non-Social
Security surplus, instead of making a
tax reduction, a tax-cut scheme vir-
tually the only priority of the non-So-
cial Security surplus, we ought to
adopt a plan that says, no, we ought to
make the top priority of the non-Social
Security surplus debt reduction.

That is the proposal before the Sen-
ate: to cut in half the proposed tax cut

and dedicate the money to debt reduc-
tion. That is what the economists have
told us should be the highest priority
for these funds. I believe that is the
case. I reserve the remainder of my
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota.

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I have
been listening to this debate, and it is
fascinating. Some things that are de-
bated in the Senate are complicated.
This is not.

The question proposed by Senator
CONRAD is: Will we devote more money
to reducing the debt? If during good
economic times we have a surplus and
we cannot reduce the debt we have ac-
cumulated during tough economic
times, when are we going to see real
debt reduction? I do not think there is
any Senator who ought to be voting
against Senator CONRAD’s second-de-
gree amendment.

With respect to the point he made
about the use of Social Security funds,
he and I, the Senator from Nevada, and
others have been on this floor for, I
guess, 5 or 6 years talking about this
very issue. We cannot use these funds
as offsets for something else and then
say: No, we didn’t use them; in fact, we
created a lockbox. Some lockbox.
Somebody got away with the key in
the middle of the night, apparently.

Back to the point. The issue here, of-
fered in the second-degree amendment,
is, if during tough economic times we
ran up this Federal debt to $5.7 trillion,
will we, during good economic times,
when we have a surplus, begin to make
significant payments to reduce that
debt?

Is there any greater gift we can give
to America’s children to reduce that
burden on their shoulders of this Fed-
eral debt? The answer is no.

This second-degree amendment is an
amendment every single Senator ought
to be supporting if they believe in basic
conservative principles of, during good
times, paying back what you had to
borrow during tough times. That is
what this second-degree amendment is
all about. It is very simple. As I said
when I started, there are a lot of things
that are frightfully complicated on
which we vote on the floor of the Sen-
ate. This is not. This is incredibly sim-
ple. We ought to support the second-de-
gree amendment.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.
Mr. REID. I ask the Senator, do you

want to use some of your time? We
only have 4 minutes left. You have 15
minutes or thereabouts.

Mr. DOMENICI. Do we have anybody
else here?

Mr. President, I said about as much
as I can say about the difference be-
tween the budget resolution and Sen-
ator CONRAD’s approach. I think it is
shown right behind me on this chart.
Essentially, it does not have very much
to do with who brings the debt down
quicker. It has more to do with who
wants more money for spending?

I want to repeat that I am firmly
convinced that, for some reason or an-

other, the other side is not frightened
by the idea of spending the surplus but
somehow they are very frightened
about giving some of it back to the
citizens of the United States. I know
Senator CONRAD has a tax plan also. He
is on the Finance Committee.

But I submit, if we were to adopt his
amendment, any realistic change in
the marriage tax penalty over the next
5 years to make it more fair, so mil-
lions of newlyweds will not come into
April finding out they are paying an
average of $1,400 a year more in taxes
because they are married than they
would if they were single, filing sepa-
rately—we think that will cost, over 5
years, somewhere between $60 billion
and $65 billion.

There is some education tax relief
that has passed with rather substantial
margins. That is about $8 billion. There
is health care tax relief that is about
$13 billion.

That leaves small business provisions
for which both sides have voted. They
are very good provisions for small busi-
nessmen, such as one that says anyone
who works for an employer that does
not have insurance, if they buy their
insurance as an employee, they can de-
duct it. Isn’t that something? I assume
Americans thought that was the case
already. But unless your employer de-
ducts it, employees cannot. So two peo-
ple working for different employers,
neither of whom has health care, if
they pool their resources and buy a
health care plan for themselves and
one child, they cannot deduct a nickel
of it.

But there is some relief we propose
here on the floor of the Senate that
ought to get done, and a number of
small business provisions.

The minimum for those kinds of re-
forms is somewhere between $100 bil-
lion and $130 billion. We are led to be-
lieve we are going to grant all kinds of
tax relief to the rich people of Amer-
ica, when the plan encompasses these
ideas because that is what we have
been talking about. That is what the
Finance Committee is going to con-
sider.

If you take that much of the surplus
and say, we are going to put that much
more on debt, you cannot accommo-
date these kinds of tax relief measures.

Last but not least, I repeat, how
much debt reduction is enough?

Frankly, I would like to get rid of
the whole debt. But we accumulated it
over 30 years. How in the world we ex-
pect one generation of Americans to
pay that whole debt down is beyond
me. I think the $400 billion we have al-
ready done plus the $1.1 trillion in this
budget resolution in the reduction of
debt is pretty good.

As a matter of fact, I think we will
substantially reduce interest pay-
ments. That ought to permit lower in-
terest rates in this country. Although
Dr. Alan Greenspan insists on raising
interest rates to solve other problems,
maybe it will not have an impact for
some time.
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I reserve the remainder of my time

and yield the floor.
Mr. REID. Senator KENNEDY is now

recognized for 4 minutes, with the
Chair’s permission.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I yield
myself 31⁄2 minutes of the 4 minutes.

I think this chart really tells what is
happening in the area of the Federal
share of education funding. It dem-
onstrates the very significant decline
from 1980 to 1999.

The blue on the chart indicates what
was being spent in elementary and sec-
ondary education in 1980. Here we see it
was 11.9 percent in elementary and sec-
ondary education and 15.4 percent in
higher education. Now we are at 7.7
percent in elementary and secondary

education and 10.7 percent in the area
of higher education. There has been a
significant decline in terms of the
money that is being spent in education.

Look at what has happened in the
area of higher education, where you see
a continuing expansion of enrollment
in terms of higher education. And it is
going to continue. There is an impor-
tant need in the area of higher edu-
cation, as there is in K through 12. This
chart shows the enormous rise in the
total enrollment in schools all across
this country. Every parent, every
school board, every local group can tell
you that.

It is against that background that we
find in the President’s budget there
would be $6.9 billion. This increases $2.2
billion. That reflects the difference in
the Bingaman amendment. We say al-

locate that money before we are going
to have a tax break.

There was a question raised earlier
about whether this was an accurate
portrayal. I will put in the RECORD the
CBO figures, as prepared by OMB, that
give the whole function that lists edu-
cation, training, and the Head Start
programs. The bottom line shows there
is $4.7 billion less, according to CBO,
than the President’s budget. Those are
the figures. Those are the figures in the
Bingaman amendment.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have that table printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

FY 2001 SENATE BUDGET RESOLUTION
[Budget authority in billions of dollars]

CBO
WODI

Inflated
base

CBO
president SBC

SBC res minus CBO Percent change

WODI Inflated
base President WODI Inflated

base President

500: Education, Training, Employment, & Social Services:
Impact Aid .......................................................................................................................................................... 906 921 770 906 0 ¥15 138 0 ¥2 18
Special Education ............................................................................................................................................... 6,036 6,076 6,369 8,236 2,200 2,160 1,867 36 36 29
Other Elem and Second Education .................................................................................................................... 16,478 16,615 19,678 16,878 400 263 2,800 2 2 ¥14
Pell Grants .......................................................................................................................................................... 7,640 7,770 8,356 7,828 188 58 ¥528 2 1 ¥6
Head Start ........................................................................................................................................................... 3,867 3,933 4,867 4,122 255 189 ¥745 7 5 ¥15
All other programs:

Other higher education .............................................................................................................................. 3,687 3,750 4,136 3,521 ¥166 ¥229 ¥615 ¥5 ¥6 ¥15
Training and employment .......................................................................................................................... 7,248 7,334 7,851 6,921 ¥327 ¥413 ¥930 ¥5 ¥6 ¥12
Remaining programs ................................................................................................................................. 8,784 8,965 9,517 8,388 ¥296 ¥577 ¥1,129 ¥5 ¥6 ¥12

Subtotal, all other programs ................................................................................................................ 19,719 20,049 21,504 18,830 ¥889 ¥1,219 ¥2,674 ¥5 ¥6 ¥12

Total ................................................................................................................................................................ 54,646 55,364 61,544 56,800 2,154 1,436 ¥4,744 4 3 ¥8

Memo: Department of Education ................................................................................................................................. 35,498 35,900 39,983 39,998 4,500 4,098 15 13 11 0

550: Health:
NIH ...................................................................................................................................................................... 17,814 18,169 18,813 18,914 1,100 745 101 6 4 1
Indian Health Service ......................................................................................................................................... 2,391 2,457 2,620 2,620 229 163 0 10 7 0
All other programs:

CDC ............................................................................................................................................................ 2,892 2,962 3,239 2,745 ¥147 ¥217 ¥494 ¥5 ¥7 ¥15
HRSA .......................................................................................................................................................... 4,564 4,648 4,386 4,333 ¥231 ¥315 ¥53 ¥5 ¥7 ¥1
Substance abuse & med health serv ....................................................................................................... 2,652 2,699 2,823 2,518 ¥134 ¥181 ¥305 ¥5 ¥7 ¥11
Remaining programs ................................................................................................................................. 3,445 3,562 3,421 3,270 ¥175 ¥292 ¥151 ¥5 ¥8 ¥4

Subtotal, all other programs ................................................................................................................ 13,553 13,871 13,869 12,866 ¥687 ¥1,005 ¥1,003 ¥5 ¥7 ¥7

Total ................................................................................................................................................................ 33,758 34,497 35,302 34,400 642 ¥97 ¥902 2 ¥0 ¥3

570: Medicare:
Medicare Provider Fees ....................................................................................................................................... 0 0 ¥220 0 0 0 220 NA NA ¥100
All other .............................................................................................................................................................. 3,067 3,175 3,197 3,100 33 ¥75 ¥97 1 ¥2 ¥3

Total ................................................................................................................................................................ 3,067 3,175 2,977 3,100 33 ¥75 123 1 ¥2 4

Based on CBO estimates. The Republican Budget Resolution is $4.7 billion below the President’s budget.

Mr. KENNEDY. We believe we ought
to accept the Bingaman amendment if
we believe education is the first pri-
ority. This is supported by every single
parent group. It is supported by all of
the student associations across the
country, the NEA, the AFT, the na-
tional school boards, the Council of
Great City Schools, and the American
Council on Education that represents
all of the various universities in this
country.

This makes sense. Which is impor-
tant for the American people? Putting
education ahead of tax breaks. That is
what the Bingaman amendment does.
We need that in order to meet our re-
sponsibility to the children in this
country. I hope the Senate will accept
the amendment.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, how
much time do I have?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico has 5 minutes.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, let me
use 3 minutes of it.

I say to Senator KENNEDY, I am not
arguing with your CBO or OMB num-
bers. I could not tell which it was. You
said CBO and then said OMB. I do not
know which it is.

Look, I am not arguing about that
because that is a total function. That
is not education. There are other
things than education in that function.

Here is the education part. I will put
in the RECORD what is in this budget
resolution because it is supported by
the Congressional Budget Office.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have that table printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION—SBC 2000 MARK VS. CBO
WODI 2000 VS. PRES REEST 2000

[In millions of dollars]

Summary 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

REPORT TOTAL
Resolution: BA ....... 34,935 47,877 48,043 48,138 48,423 49,321
MARK:

OP ...................... 24,075 23,191 ............ ............ ............ ............
OT ...................... 35,988 41,117 44,506 47,001 47,622 48,367

Mar 2000: BA ........ 34,934 43,384 43,550 43,186 42,776 43,041
WODI:

OP ...................... 24,075 23,191 ............ ............ ............ ............
OT ...................... 35,987 41,050 42,791 43,243 42,804 42,848

President: BA ......... 34,444 47,228 47,434 47,668 48,188 49,099
REEST:

OP ...................... 24,075 23,191 ............ ............ ............ ............
OT ...................... 35,532 40,840 44,955 46,475 47,134 47,957

Group 1: BA ........... 1 4,493 4,493 4,952 5,647 6,280
Group 2:

OP ...................... 0 0 ............ ............ ............ ............
OT ...................... 1 67 1,715 3,758 4,,818 5,519
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Mr. DOMENICI. If we are speaking

about education—not AmeriCorps; that
is not part of education; some might
think it is, but it isn’t—according to
the CBO, our budget resolution pro-
vides $47.877 billion for education. The
President had $47.228—slightly less,
$600 million less. What we are spending
this year is 43.3.

To get up and say all these groups
support this—of course, if we ask them,
do you want more money, they will
say, of course, we want more money.
Right? I don’t think anybody in the
education field, whether it is at the
State level, the district level, or the
national level will not affirmatively
answer a questionnaire, will you sup-
port more money for education?

The question is, Are we treating it
with the priority that it deserves in
this budget? There are two parts to
ours. One is the sense-of-the-Senate
language that says we need reform in
education, not only more money. We
don’t need to try the same old things
we have been trying, the so-called sta-
tus quo, more targeted programs tell-
ing them precisely what to do, such as
we did with special education. Then we
didn’t even fund special education to
the amount we promised them, and
they had to take it out of their regular
budgets. We set the standard and we
told them how to do it. I guarantee
you, they would say, give us more
funding in that program. They would
answer yes across America. And we do
provide more funding. In fact, since the
Republicans have been in leadership,
we have been trying to play some
catchup on special education funding
for the schools across America.

Everyone should know our history
has been for many decades, the cities,
the States, and the counties pay for
education essentially, not the Federal
Government. So to make this out as a
debate on what happens to public edu-
cation in America is to ignore the fact
that for most of our history we have
paid between 6.5 and 8 percent of the
total cost of kindergarten through 12,
somewhere between 6.5 and maybe 8.5
percent. The rest is paid by whom? The
taxpayers of the sovereign States of
America.

We are suggesting that a new pro-
gram ought to come into being where
they have more say-so, rather than
less, about how our money is used,
more flexibility and accountability. We
have both suggestions in our budget
resolution.

I will take 1 additional minute. In
every function in this Government,
even the Economic Development Ad-
ministration, where we understand
there are 334 different activities in the
Federal Government, they want more,
not less. In a buoyant economy, grow-
ing with less than 5-percent unemploy-
ment, America putting money into eco-
nomic development so people can run
around acting as if they are creating
jobs, of course they want more money.
But the point is, don’t the American
taxpayers in a surplus of this size de-

serve some consideration? Shouldn’t
they be given an opportunity to say
maybe we ought to get a little tax re-
lief such as the marriage tax penalty.

I reserve the remainder of my time.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Dakota.
Mr. CONRAD. I will respond briefly

to my colleague from New Mexico on
the question of our plan and what it
can accommodate and what it can’t. I
start by saying I have great respect for
the chairman of the Budget Com-
mittee.

With respect to the marriage tax pen-
alty, we do have sufficient resources to
address the marriage tax penalty. The
tax cuts we have provided out of the
non-Social Security surplus are net tax
reductions of $265 billion over 10 years.
The plan we offered to address the mar-
riage tax penalty in the Senate Fi-
nance Committee costs $150 billion. It
is a very simple plan. It says we are
going to give people the choice of filing
as a married couple or filing sepa-
rately. They can file and pay whichever
is less.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time
of the Senator has expired.

The Senator from Massachusetts has
1 minute.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I say
to my friend and colleague, who is
chairman of the Budget Committee,
money may not be the answer to all of
the problems. Just throwing money at
a particular problem isn’t going to be
all of the answer. But we do know that
in the budget, this allocation is a clear
indication of what a nation’s priorities
are going to be. That is the decision we
are making. We say we ought to give a
higher priority in the area of education
than we should in tax cuts. That is
what the Bingaman amendment is
doing, and that is why I believe we
should support it.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
VOINOVICH). The Senator from New
Mexico has 1 minute remaining.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, it is
very interesting; the distinguished
Senator from Massachusetts says this
is going to show our priorities. We have
more than the President of the United
States in education. So one would
think that he would have more money
available for tax reduction. But guess
what. He found there are a lot of other
priorities. So he has a 14-percent in-
crease in domestic programs, all with
high priorities equivalent to edu-
cation—increase them all. Actually, in
truth, the difference is, do you want to
spend more money on the domestic
programs of America, even though we
are increasing education more than the
President, do you want to spend more
and not even give the taxpayers a shot
as to whether or not they should get
some tax relief via the marriage tax
penalty, some small business help and
those kinds of things?

That is essentially the difference in
priorities. We think ours are very good
priorities. There is a lot of money in
here for education. To the extent the

Federal Government can be helpful, I
believe we will be helpful.

AMENDMENT NO. 2926

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time
on this amendment has expired. There
are 4 minutes evenly divided on the
Bingaman amendment. Who yields
time?

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I will
use the 2 minutes we have to summa-
rize the amendment.

I agree with Senator KENNEDY from
Massachusetts that this is a simple
choice we have to make. Is there going
to be a reduction in the amount of the
tax cut? The proposed tax cut is the
largest on the Senate floor with which
I am familiar. And the proposal is to
reduce that tax cut by about 15 percent
and commit 15 percent of those reve-
nues to improvements in education.

The argument is that the underlying
budget resolution has $1 billion for
IDEA, which we support. Our amend-
ment has that, too. There is no dif-
ference on that issue.

The argument is that their budget
resolution asks for more than the
President’s proposal. The truth is,
their budget resolution says that of the
increase in education, $2.3 billion of it
needs to be spent on a so-called per-
formance bonus fund. It is committed
to that. It is dedicated to that. It can’t
be spent for 5 years. So no school is
going to see any benefit from that. If
you take that out, there is a cut in
education in the budget resolution on
which we are voting.

Our amendment tries to restore those
funds and get the funds up to the level
in the programs that have been proven
to work, programs that matter to peo-
ple all over this country. We believe
those programs should be adequately
funded: programs to improve the qual-
ity of teachers in the classroom, pro-
grams to modernize our schools, pro-
grams to increase accountability for
the expenditure of funds, particularly
title I funds, programs for after school.
Those are the types of programs we are
trying to see are adequately funded.

We do not believe those programs
should suffer in order that we create a
new mandatory performance bonus.
That is the issue before us today.

I hope Members will support the
amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, it is
not often that we are on the floor in
this mode, where I am opposing my
junior Senator’s request. On this one, I
am in opposition and will shortly move
to table.

I suggest the Congress of the United
States is going to have an opportunity
before the year is out to vote on a new
Elementary and Secondary Education
Act. That act, as passed, plus the ap-
propriations decisions made by Senator
SPECTER and his Democratic minority
member, approved by the appropria-
tions in the Senate, will determine
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where the specific money goes—not
what we are saying on the floor that we
assume is in our number.

I believe we are going to reform the
Elementary and Secondary Education
Act, and it is not going to be filled
with targeted programs as it is now, or
at least the States will have an option
to do otherwise, to approach this from
‘‘we will receive the money, we will
sign an accountability agreement, and
let us decide where our priorities are.’’

One shoe doesn’t fit every school dis-
trict in America in terms of aid. In
fact, sometimes we tell them to do the
things they don’t want to do.

I don’t believe this is a debate over
the enumerated tools Senator Binga-
man says he is adding. The issue is, are
we adding as much as the President to
a budget of last year, which was $43 bil-
lion. The answer is, yes, we are. We are
going to decide, as the Senate and
House, how it is spent. We are not de-
ciding that tonight, whether the Binga-
man amendment is adopted or not; It is
going to be up to another series of
votes.

I don’t know whether we are going to
fund the programs that he thinks are
great programs. Somebody else is going
to decide that. We are doing as much as
the President in program authority; of
that, I am confident.

With that, I move to table the Binga-
man amendment and ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.
The question is on agreeing to the

motion to table the amendment of the
Senator from New Mexico. The clerk
will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there

any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 54,
nays 46, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 54 Leg.]

YEAS—54

Abraham
Allard
Ashcroft
Bennett
Bond
Brownback
Bunning
Burns
Campbell
Cochran
Collins
Coverdell
Craig
Crapo
DeWine
Domenici
Enzi
Fitzgerald

Frist
Gorton
Gramm
Grams
Grassley
Gregg
Hagel
Hatch
Helms
Hutchinson
Hutchison
Inhofe
Jeffords
Kyl
Lott
Lugar
Mack
McCain

McConnell
Murkowski
Nickles
Roberts
Roth
Santorum
Sessions
Shelby
Smith (NH)
Smith (OR)
Snowe
Specter
Stevens
Thomas
Thompson
Thurmond
Voinovich
Warner

NAYS—46

Akaka
Baucus
Bayh
Biden
Bingaman
Boxer
Breaux
Bryan
Byrd
Chafee, L.
Cleland
Conrad

Daschle
Dodd
Dorgan
Durbin
Edwards
Feingold
Feinstein
Graham
Harkin
Hollings
Inouye
Johnson

Kennedy
Kerrey
Kerry
Kohl
Landrieu
Lautenberg
Leahy
Levin
Lieberman
Lincoln
Mikulski
Moynihan

Murray
Reed
Reid
Robb

Rockefeller
Sarbanes
Schumer
Torricelli

Wellstone
Wyden

The motion was agreed to.
Mr. DOMENICI. I move to reconsider

the vote.
Mr. GRAMM. I move to lay that mo-

tion on the table.
The motion to lay on the table was

agreed to.
Mr. DOMENICI. I ask unanimous

consent that the next two votes be 10-
minute rollcall votes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is in
order.

AMENDMENT NO. 2935 TO AMENDMENT NO. 2906

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
yields time on the Conrad amendment?

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, my sec-
ond-degree amendment is very simple.
Instead of using $150 billion for a tax
cut over the next 5 years, we take half
of that money and dedicate it to fur-
ther debt reduction. Every economist
who has come before the Finance Com-
mittee and the Budget Committee has
said the highest priority is to pay down
the debt.

The question is, What do we do to
best secure a continuing economic ex-
pansion in our country? Every econo-
mist who has come before the Budget
Committee and the Finance Com-
mittee, as well as the Chairman of the
Federal Reserve, has said the highest
priority is to continue to pay down this
debt. We take half of the proposed tax
cut and use it for further debt reduc-
tion. That ought to be our priority.
That is what this amendment does.

I hope my colleagues will support the
second-degree amendment and oppose
the underlying Allard amendment
which defines a balanced budget as one
that raids Social Security. Let’s not go
back to the bad old days. Let’s pay
down the debt.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I will
be very brief. I will shortly move to
table the amendment. I want to show
you a chart that simply depicts the dif-
ference in priorities between the two
sides. Alan Greenspan suggested we
should put our surplus against the
debt, unless we intend to spend it, in
which event we should reduce or re-
form or give relief to the taxpayer. A
big difference between the two is exem-
plified by this. They would give 4 per-
cent of the surplus to the taxpayers.

The difference is very easily de-
picted. They give 4 percent of the sur-
plus to tax relief for the American tax-
payer; we would give 11 percent. They
would spend 22 percent of the surplus;
we would spend 17 percent.

That explains it. Alan Greenspan
suggests instead of spending money, we
ought to give it back to the taxpayers.
That is what we are doing—but a very
small amount. As a matter of fact, $150
billion over 5 years, if we pass it,
means $13 goes to debt reduction for $1
in tax relief in the first year; 8–1 over
the 5 years.

How much is enough? It seems to me
the taxpayer deserves a little bit of it.

We shouldn’t be spending it. We should
give it back to them.

I move to table the amendment. Mr.
President, I ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.
The question is on agreeing to the

motion to table amendment No. 2935.
The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

SMITH of Oregon). Are there any other
Senators in the Chamber who desire to
vote?

The result was announced—yeas 52,
nays 48, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 55 Leg.]
YEAS—52

Abraham
Allard
Ashcroft
Bennett
Bond
Brownback
Bunning
Burns
Campbell
Cochran
Coverdell
Craig
Crapo
DeWine
Domenici
Enzi
Fitzgerald
Frist

Gorton
Gramm
Grams
Grassley
Gregg
Hagel
Hatch
Helms
Hutchinson
Hutchison
Inhofe
Jeffords
Kyl
Lott
Lugar
Mack
McConnell
Murkowski

Nickles
Roberts
Roth
Santorum
Sessions
Shelby
Smith (NH)
Smith (OR)
Snowe
Stevens
Thomas
Thompson
Thurmond
Torricelli
Voinovich
Warner

NAYS—48

Akaka
Baucus
Bayh
Biden
Bingaman
Boxer
Breaux
Bryan
Byrd
Chafee, L.
Cleland
Collins
Conrad
Daschle
Dodd
Dorgan

Durbin
Edwards
Feingold
Feinstein
Graham
Harkin
Hollings
Inouye
Johnson
Kennedy
Kerrey
Kerry
Kohl
Landrieu
Lautenberg
Leahy

Levin
Lieberman
Lincoln
McCain
Mikulski
Moynihan
Murray
Reed
Reid
Robb
Rockefeller
Sarbanes
Schumer
Specter
Wellstone
Wyden

The motion was agreed to.
Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I

move to reconsider the vote.
Mr. BOND. I move to lay that motion

on the table.
The motion to lay on the table was

agreed to.
AMENDMENT NO. 2906

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There
will be 2 minutes debate evenly divided
preceding the vote on the Allard
amendment.

Who yields time? The Senator from
Colorado.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I speak
in behalf of the amendment. We are
going through unprecedented good
times. We ought to take advantage of
this time and put in place a plan to pay
down the debt. We do not have a plan
to pay down the debt, and my amend-
ment lays in place a 20-year plan to
completely eliminate the debt.

By doing that, we save over $3 tril-
lion in interest payments, and we also
do not eliminate the opportunity to re-
duce taxes. In fact, I believe repaying
the debt is the first step necessary in
providing the structure to make fur-
ther tax cuts. Repayment of the debt
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owed to the public by requiring all So-
cial Security surpluses be applied to
the debt until we have Social Security
reform is the proper approach. This is a
minimal plan in paying down the debt.
It will probably do more because the
Social Security surplus will also go to-
wards paying down the public debt.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

Mr. DOMENICI. First of all, Mr.
President, I am sure this amendment
violates the Budget Act because it is
not germane. I will make that point of
order shortly.

But I am afraid that if we adopted
this amendment, it could, over time,
preclude the kind of defense spending
we need and the kind of tax relief in
which we might be interested. I believe
we are doing plenty to reduce the debt
in this budget resolution: $177 billion in
the first year, $1.1 trillion over 5 years.
The ratio of tax relief to debt reduc-
tion, over 5 years, is 8 to 1. In the first
year, it is 13 to 1. That is a pretty good
game plan.

Mr. President, I make a point of
order that this is not germane to the
provisions of the budget resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Colorado.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, pursu-
ant to section 904 of the Budget Act, I
move to waive section 305 of the Budg-
et Act for the consideration of Allard
amendment No. 2906 and ask for the
yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be.
The question is on agreeing to the

motion to waive the Budget Act in re-
lation to Allard amendment No. 2906.
The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 16,
nays 84, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 56 Leg.]

YEAS—16

Allard
Ashcroft
Campbell
Collins
Craig
Crapo

Enzi
Fitzgerald
Grams
Hutchinson
Hutchison
Inhofe

McCain
Smith (NH)
Thomas
Voinovich

NAYS—84

Abraham
Akaka
Baucus
Bayh
Bennett
Biden
Bingaman
Bond
Boxer
Breaux
Brownback
Bryan
Bunning
Burns
Byrd
Chafee, Lincoln
Cleland
Cochran
Conrad
Coverdell
Daschle

DeWine
Dodd
Domenici
Dorgan
Durbin
Edwards
Feingold
Feinstein
Frist
Gorton
Graham
Gramm
Grassley
Gregg
Hagel
Harkin
Hatch
Helms
Hollings
Inouye
Jeffords

Johnson
Kennedy
Kerrey
Kerry
Kohl
Kyl
Landrieu
Lautenberg
Leahy
Levin
Lieberman
Lincoln
Lott
Lugar
Mack
McConnell
Mikulski
Moynihan
Murkowski
Murray
Nickles

Reed
Reid
Robb
Roberts
Rockefeller
Roth
Santorum

Sarbanes
Schumer
Sessions
Shelby
Smith (OR)
Snowe
Specter

Stevens
Thompson
Thurmond
Torricelli
Warner
Wellstone
Wyden

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 16, the nays are 84.
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the
affirmative, the motion is rejected.
The point of order is sustained and the
amendment falls.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
move to reconsider the vote.

Mr. BYRD. I move to lay that motion
on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that with respect
to the Byrd-Warner amendment regard-
ing gas tax, all debate time be con-
sumed this evening and there be no
amendment in order to the amendment
prior to the vote. I further ask unani-
mous consent that the vote occur on
the Byrd-Warner amendment first in
any series of votes scheduled by the
majority leader, after consultation
with the minority leader, on Thursday.
Finally, I ask unanimous consent that
prior to the vote, there be 2 minutes
equally divided for closing remarks.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from West Virginia.
Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I will

shortly be speaking on an amendment
which I will offer on behalf of myself,
Mr. WARNER, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr.
VOINOVICH, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. BOND,
and Mr. REID.

Mr. President, I understand that the
Senator from Maine would like to be
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. COLLINS. Yes, for 5 minutes as
in morning business to put in a bill.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that I may yield to the
distinguished Senator from Maine, Ms.
COLLINS, for not to exceed 5 minutes,
after which I will regain the floor.

Mr. REID. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, and I won’t object, but I want ev-
erybody to know that there will be no
more unanimous consents for morning
business today or tomorrow as long as
I am on the floor.

Mr. DOMENICI. We don’t need to
have morning business. Let’s let her
speak and count it against the bill.
That is what you would like, and I
would like that also.

Mr. REID. That will be better.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there

objection?
Without objection, it is so ordered.
The Senator from Maine is recog-

nized for 5 minutes.
(The remarks of Ms. COLLINS and Mr.

ABRAHAM pertaining to the introduc-
tion of S. 2365 are located in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Statements on Intro-
duced Bills and Joint Resolutions.’’)

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I won-
der if the Senator from West Virginia
will add me as a cosponsor.

Mr. BYRD. I would be happy and
most honored.

I ask unanimous consent that the
name of Mr. DOMENICI be added to the
list of cosponsors of this amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 2943

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I send an
amendment to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from West Virginia [Mr.
BYRD], for himself, Mr. WARNER, Mr. BAUCUS,
Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. BOND,
Mr. REID, and Mr. DOMENICI, proposes an
amendment numbered 2943.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that reading of the
amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:
At the appropriate place, insert:

SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE ON THE CONTIN-
UED USE OF FEDERAL FUEL TAXES
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND RE-
HABILITATION OF OUR NATION’S
HIGHWAYS, BRIDGES, AND TRANSIT
SYSTEMS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—
(1) current law, as stipulated in the Trans-

portation Equity Act for the 21st Century
(TEA–21), requires all federal gasoline taxes
be deposited into the Highway Trust Fund;

(2) current law, as stipulated in TEA–21,
guarantees that all such deposits to the
Highway Trust Fund are spend in full on the
construction and rehabilitation of our na-
tion’s highways, bridges, and transit sys-
tems;

(3) the funding guarantees contained in
TEA–21 are essential to the ability of the na-
tion’s governors, highway commissioners,
and transit providers to address the growing
backlog of critical transportation invest-
ments in order to stem the deterioration of
our road and transit systems, improve the
safety of our highways, and reduce the
growth of congestion that is choking off eco-
nomic growth in communities across the na-
tion;

(4) any effort to reduce the federal gasoline
tax or de-link the relationship between high-
way user fees and highway spending pose a
great danger to the integrity of the Highway
Trust Fund and the ability of the states to
invest adequately in our transportation in-
frastructure; and

(5) proposals to reduce the federal gasoline
tax threaten to endanger the spending levels
guaranteed in TEA–21 while providing no
guarantee that consumers will experience
any reduction in price at the gas pump.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the functional totals in
this budget resolution do not assume the re-
duction of any federal gasoline taxes on ei-
ther a temporary or permanent basis.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, this is a
sense-of-the-Senate amendment that
the functional totals in this budget res-
olution do not assume the reduction of
any Federal gasoline taxes on either a
temporary or permanent basis.

Mr. President, in 1996, just four years
ago, the Senate considered a proposal
to repeal the 4.3 cent per gallon federal
excise tax on gasoline. As I recall, the
issue was debated in the midst of the
1996 presidential election, as gasoline
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prices were on the rise. Today, we are
considering a similar proposal under
almost identical circumstances. Amer-
ican consumers are understandably
upset about the rise of gasoline prices
over the last year. In February 1999, av-
erage U.S. prices were under a dollar
per gallon. Since then, the average
price for gasoline in the United States
has increased by about 55 cents per gal-
lon. To make matters worse, the U.S.
government has had to go hat-in-hand
to the Gulf nations to beg them to
produce more oil. Let us all remember
that these are the very same Gulf
states that the U.S. defended during
Operation Desert Storm in 1991. In an-
swer to the outrage of the American
people over this latest hike in gas
prices, we see, yet again, a proposal for
a reduction in the federal excise tax on
gasoline.

The repeal of any tax, particularly a
tax on gasoline, is always politically
popular, and quite a temptation for
politicians, especially in the midst of a
campaign season. Additionally, the
temptation to remind the electorate of
a tax increase approved by a political
opponent is close to irresistible in an
election year. However, in our rush to
craft a pseudo-solution to a real con-
cern in this election year, I hope that
the Senate will carefully consider the
long-term implications of its actions.
To suggest that the 4.3 cent per gallon
gasoline tax enacted in 1993 is the pre-
cursor of all this pain at the gas pump,
and that the cure for that pain is a
simple repeal of that tax, is pure and
utter folly.

A look at the markets over recent
months shows that gasoline prices have
risen because of the basic economic
forces of supply and demand. First, the
Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) successfully agreed
last year to curb crude-oil production
in order to raise exceptionally low per-
barrel prices—such low per-barrel
prices that U.S. producers were in dan-
ger of being put out of business. Sec-
ond, U.S. crude-oil inventories were al-
lowed to fall to dangerously low levels
in 1999. Because there was no cushion
from U.S. inventories to respond to the
cuts in oil production, gasoline prices,
naturally, increased. What we are see-
ing is classic supply and demand at
work.

OPEC agreed last week to increase
oil production, but that oil will not ar-
rive from the Gulf states for at least
another one to two months. In the
meantime, there is a more or less fixed
supply of oil available for U.S. con-
sumption. This short-supply scenario
means that even if the excise tax were
repealed, gasoline prices would likely
increase again, reflecting, guess what,
the classic lack of equilibrium between
supply and demand. In other words,
there is no getting around the basic te-
nets of the problem, which are OPEC’s
cutbacks on production and low U.S.
crude-oil inventories.

Yet, some of my colleagues would
have the American consumer believe

that this tax cut proposal will effect a
miracle cure. Faith in snake oil never
seems to diminish in the Halls of Con-
gress. They argue that we can get
around the laws of supply and demand
altogether by simply reducing the gas
tax. I, for one, am doubtful that con-
sumers would significantly benefit
from this latest attempt to treat a se-
rious malady with a political placebo.

As I have said, over the past few
months, gasoline prices on average
have risen by about 55 cents per gallon
across the nation. S. 2285, would roll
back the price of gasoline to the Amer-
ican consumer by only 4 cents, and
only until the end of this calendar
year. If average U.S. prices increase to
two dollars per gallon, this proposal
would repeal the entire excise tax for
this calendar year, which is still a re-
duction of only 18 cents per gallon. As-
suming that these prices actually filter
down to the consumer—a rather large
leap of faith—how significant a dif-
ference will a 4 cent decrease be com-
pared to a 55 cent increase in gasoline
prices? Likewise, if prices reach as high
as two dollars per gallon, will 18 cents
make a noticeable difference in the av-
erage consumer’s weekly expenses?

As I mentioned before, supporters of
the proposal to repeal a portion of the
gas tax assume that the tax decrease
would filter down to the consumer. But
there is no guarantee that any savings
whatsoever will be passed on to the
consumer. Since this proposal does not
address the low supply of oil in the
United States, the benefits of the tax
cut are likely to flow to the coffers of
the domestic oil-refinery industry, not
to the pockets of the consumer. As I
mentioned before, even though refin-
eries would be paying less in taxes to
the federal government, lower prices at
the pump would drive up demand for
gas, further reducing supply and in-
creasing the price for the remaining
scarce gasoline. Until oil supplies in
the United States increase, gasoline
will continue to be scarce and prices at
the pump will continue to climb, re-
gardless of whether or not the federal
excise tax is reduced.

OPEC is also more likely to benefit
from this proposal than the American
consumer. Let us consider this pro-
posal from OPEC’s point of view for a
moment. Gasoline prices can only rise
so high before American demand begins
to wane. Decreased demand means
lower profits for OPEC, which is why
OPEC agreed to increase oil production
last week in Vienna. Stable prices are
in the long-term interest of OPEC. This
tax repeal proposal, however, would re-
move the incentive for OPEC to main-
tain stable oil prices. If the Congress
chooses to cut the gasoline tax to re-
duce gasoline prices, it would effec-
tively allow OPEC to maintain artifi-
cially low production quotas, and thus
support artificially high prices, with-
out suffering from the decrease in oil
demand that the free market would
otherwise dictate. A reduction in the
gas tax removes the economic incen-

tive for OPEC to keep oil production in
equilibrium with demand.

Mr. President, the economics of this
proposal notwithstanding, it is also im-
portant to consider the impact it would
have on transportation spending, since
the excise tax revenues are intended to
be reserved for maintaining and im-
proving the Nation’s highways. Spring
is here, and on highways and roadways
across the Nation, spring is an event
marked by the thump and rumble of
tires hitting potholes and crumbling
medians.

Mr. President, just three years ago,
the Senate considered the Transpor-
tation Equity Act for the 21st Century,
or TEA–21. At that time, the Senate
debated at length the appropriate
mechanism to finance the needs of our
Nation’s infrastructure. I, along with
many of my colleagues, was deter-
mined to reverse the trend begun in the
early 1980’s of federal disinvestment in
our Nation’s infrastructure. During the
debate on TEA–21, I, along with my
colleagues Senator GRAMM, Senator
BAUCUS, and Senator WARNER, cham-
pioned an amendment that would allow
the revenue from the 4.3 cent gas tax
imposed in 1993 to be used for highway
construction. Just the year before,
Senator GRAMM had succeeded in see-
ing to it that the 4.3 cent tax was de-
posited into the Highway Trust Fund.
The Byrd-Gramm-Baucus-Warner
amendment during TEA–21 was to en-
sure that the new revenue to the Trust
Fund would, indeed, be spent on high-
ways as it was intended, and as we in-
formed the American people it would
be.

Mr. President, our amendment gath-
ered no fewer than 54 cosponsors on a
broad bipartisan basis—29 Democrats
and 25 Republicans. The entire debate
on the highway bill was characterized
by bipartisanship. Back then, we heard
talk about all the highway needs that
were going unmet across our Nation
and how the revenue of the 4.3 cent gas
tax could help address those needs.

Indeed, during the debate on TEA–21,
an amendment was offered to repeal
the 4.3 cent gas tax. By a vote of 80 to
18, the Senate refused—refused!—to
waive the Budget Act to consider that
amendment. Senator MACK’s proposal
was appropriately rejected by the over-
whelming majority of Republicans and
the overwhelming majority of Demo-
crats. On that day, March 11, 1998, the
4.3 cent tax was the difference between
a highway bill that continued the sta-
tus quo of disinvestment and a high-
way bill that made real progress in re-
pairing our deteriorated highways.
With the adoption of the Byrd-Gramm-
Baucus-Warner amendment, the final
highway bill that passed the Senate
two days later was almost $26 billion
larger than the bill reported by the En-
vironment and Public Works Com-
mittee. And that $26 billion figure was
derived directly from the Congres-
sional Budget Office’s estimate at that
time of the expected revenue of the 4.3
cent gas tax.
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Mr. President, I have offered an

amendment to the budget resolution,
on behalf of several of my colleagues
whose names I mentioned earlier,
which states that it is the sense of the
Senate that the Federal gas tax should
not be repealed on either a temporary
or a permanent basis. I am pleased to
be joined in that amendment by five
distinguished members of the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works; namely, Senators WARNER,
BAUCUS, VOINOVICH, LAUTENBERG, and
BOND; and, in addition, Senators REID
and DOMENICI.

This amendment provides the Senate
an opportunity to vote, up or down, on
the continued integrity of the Highway
Trust Fund and the relative impor-
tance of infrastructure investment
versus a short-term tax cut that may
never be felt by the consumer.

The recent effort to repeal a portion
of the gas tax attempts to create a po-
litical issue where there really should
be none. Thankfully, Republican Sen-
ators like JOHN WARNER, GEORGE
VOINOVICH, KIT BOND, and PETE DOMEN-
ICI are not being baited by the hook of
this foray into election year politics.
Nor are senior House Members, includ-
ing members of the House Republican
Leadership, such as RICHARD ARMEY,
J.C. WATTS, and House Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee Chair-
man BUD SHUSTER. The nation’s gov-
ernors, the nation’s mayors, the state
legislatures, and the nation’s county
executives are not going for the bait ei-
ther. The national associations rep-
resenting all those elected officials,
both Democrats and Republicans, are
all opposed to efforts to repeal the gas
tax. So is the ‘‘Triple A’’ whose sole re-
sponsibility is to the driving public
that is paying the higher gas prices at
the pump every day. So is the Associa-
tion of General Contractors, the Amer-
ican Road and Transportation Builders
Association, the American Public
Transit Association, and scores of
other groups.

For those of my colleagues who wish
to portray this issue as a political one,
let me remind them that less than a
decade ago, a bill to raise gas taxes for
deficit reduction was signed into law
by George Bush—that is, with George
Herbert Walker Bush. I was there at
Andrews Air Force Base, across the
table from OMB Director Richard
Darman and White House Chief of Staff
John Sununu. It was at that summit
where a 5-cent gas tax increase was
first discussed. I did not participate in
the final negotiations over the revenue
measures in that agreement since they
were handled by the Chairmen of the
Finance and Ways and Means Commit-
tees and their Ranking Members. At
the end of those negotiations, the Bush
Administration was supportive of rais-
ing the gas tax by 5 cents—with 21⁄2
cents being deposited into the Highway
Trust Fund and 21⁄2 cents going to def-
icit reduction. So it was the Bush/
Quayle Administration that first laid
the groundwork for using gas taxes for

deficit reduction in 1990. Thankfully,
today, every penny of the federal gas
tax is deposited in the Highway Trust
Fund and spent on transportation in-
vestments across the nation.

Mr. President, S. 2285, as introduced
by the Majority Leader, proposes to re-
peal 4.3 cents of the 18.4-cent federal
gasoline tax. Since every penny of the
gas tax is now distributed to the states
in the form of annual obligations from
the Highway Trust Fund, that repeal
will put at risk more than $7.1 billion
in transportation funding beginning in
2002. Now, $7.1 billion will fill a lot of
potholes and fix a lot of crumbling
roadways. Under this bill, if the aver-
age price of gasoline reaches $2 or high-
er, then the entire 18.4-cent federal gas
tax will be repealed, putting more than
$30 billion in transportation funding at
risk.

Additionally, there is some very
unique language in S. 2285 that seeks
to mandate that spending from the
Highway Trust Fund be maintained at
the levels authorized in TEA–21, not-
withstanding the fact that this bill will
keep revenue from coming into the
Trust Fund. Does anyone truly believe
that this is a workable approach? The
Chairman of Surface Transportation
Subcommittee, Senator VOINOVICH,
clearly does not. Senator WARNER and
Senator BAUCUS, who joined me in re-
storing the ‘‘trust’’ to the Highway
Trust Fund, certainly do not. I implore
all Members on both sides of the aisle
to join us in rejecting a plan which will
compromise that trust which would
take the ‘‘trust’’ out of the Highway
Trust Fund.

Mr. President, our highway and tran-
sit infrastructure can ill afford to fore-
go several billion dollars in annual in-
vestment. Let me remind my col-
leagues that we have no reason to be
proud of the current condition of our
highways. According to the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s most recent
figures, the condition of our nation’s
highways and bridges continues to de-
teriorate by many measures. Daily
usage of our highway system has con-
tinued to grow each and every year,
such that more than half of our na-
tion’s urban interstate miles are now
perpetually congested—more than half!
Less than half of our rural highway
miles and less than half of our urban
highway miles are considered to be in
good or very good condition. That
means that more than half of our na-
tion’s highway miles are considered to
be at some level of disrepair. So when
you look at the condition of our na-
tion’s highway bridges, the situation is
no better. Roughly one-third of our
urban highway bridges are either struc-
turally or functionally deficient. The
same is true for roughly one-quarter of
our rural highway bridges. This is not
just a matter of insufficient capacity.
This is a matter of safety. The Senate
must not turn its back to these trou-
bling facts.

It is quite appropriate that we are de-
bating this issue as part of the budget

resolution. Indeed, the Committee re-
port accompanying the budget resolu-
tion parrots the assumptions contained
in S. 2285. The report states that ‘‘as
part of a five year, $150 billion tax re-
duction package, the Committee-re-
ported resolution could accommodate a
suspension or repeal of the Clinton/
Gore 4.3 cent tax increase on fuel.’’ Mr.
President, I believe we have reached
the point where we must ask the Sen-
ate where it stands on just this ques-
tion. This amendment provides that
opportunity.

This is an election year. I understand
that this proposal is being presented to
the Congress for reasons which just
might have very little to do with sound
fiscal policy. The American people are
not foolish. They will realize that this
bill would have an unfortunate effect
on transportation spending. They will
not thank us for handing them more of
the congested, crumbling commuter
routes they must already deal with
every day. Likewise, they will realize
that such a short-term fix does nothing
to address the underlying problem of
high gas prices—namely OPEC and the
lack of a national energy policy to pro-
tect the United States against the roll-
er coaster ride of gasoline price adjust-
ments. I urge my colleagues to reject
this voodoo chant remedy. We might as
well hire a witch doctor to shake a
tambourine over the heads of the OPEC
states as adopt this approach. Our en-
ergy problems demand serious rem-
edies, not pseudo-solutions. Vote
against this bill for the people, the
commuters, the truck drivers and the
ambulance and bus drivers, of America.
We need a serious look at the totality
of our national energy policy, not a
quick fix non-remedy that will only re-
sult in more broken promises and bro-
ken pavement for the American driving
public.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that statements in support of this
amendment from the following organi-
zations be printed in the RECORD: The
Associated General Contractors of
America, the National Association of
Counties, the National Asphalt Pave-
ment Association, the American Asso-
ciation of State Highway and Trans-
portation Officials, the American Pub-
lic Transportation Association, the Na-
tional Association of Regional Coun-
cils, the American Consulting Engi-
neers Council, and the American Port-
land Cement Alliance.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

THE ASSOCIATED GENERAL
CONTRACTORS OF AMERICA,

Alexandria, VA, April 5, 2000.
Hon. ROBERT C. BYRD,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR BYRD: The Associated Gen-
eral Contractors of America (AGC) strongly
urges you to support the Byrd-Warner-Bau-
cus-Voinovich-Lautenberg-Bond Sense of the
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Senate Amendment to the Budget Resolu-
tion. The amendment emphasizes the impor-
tance of maintaining the link between high-
way user fees and highway spending, and op-
poses any reduction of any federal gasoline
taxes on either a temporary or permanent
basis.

Any reduction or suspension of the federal
gasoline tax threatens to erode the spending
levels guaranteed in the Transportation Eq-
uity Act for the 21st Century (TEA–21).
Moreover, the reduction in gasoline taxes
provides no guarantee that consumers will
experience any reduction in the price at the
pump.

The United States Senate has consistently
opposed repealing the 4.3-cent gas tax. In
1998, 72 sitting Senators voted against repeal
of the 4.3-cent gas tax. The next day, the en-
tire Senate voted to spend the 4.3 cents for
highway and transit improvements. AGC
urges you to keep your promises—don’t flip-
flop on this highway user fee.

AGC urges you to vote for the Byrd-War-
ner-Baucus-Voinovich-Lautenberg-Bond
Sense of the Senate Amendment to the
Budget Resolution.

Sincerely,
JEFFREY D. SHOAF,

Executive Director,
Congressional Relations.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES,
Washington DC, April 5, 2000.

Re 4.3 cents Federal fuel tax/FY 2001 budget
resolution

DEAR SENATOR: I am writing on behalf of
the National Association of Counties (NACo)
to urge that you support the Byrd-Warner-
Baucus-Voinovich-Lautenberg-Bond Sense of
the Senate Resolution for the continued use
of federal fuel taxes for the construction and
rehabilitation of our nation’s highways,
bridges, and transit systems which is being
offered as an amendment to the FY 2001
Budget Resolution. This resolution conforms
with NACo’s opposition to any legislative
proposals that would interfere or interrupt
the current level of transportation user fees
being collected which provide dedicated fed-
eral funding for transportation programs.

At our recent Legislative Conference,
NACo adopted a resolution that opposes any
legislation that reduces monies coming into
the Highway Trust Fund. County govern-
ments, which have substantial responsibility
for highways, bridges, transit systems, and
airports, cannot afford cuts in federal trans-
portation infrastructure funding such as the
4.3 cents reduction proposed in the Budget
Resolution. The 4.3 cents tax on gasoline and
diesel brings in $7.2 billion annually to the
Highway Trust Fund—$5.8 billion for high-
ways and $1.4 billion for transit. According
to the U.S. Department of Transportation, if
the 4.3 cents were repealed, the highway pro-
gram would be cut by $20.5 billion through
FY 2003, the final year of TEA–21. The Mass
Transit Account of the Highway Trust Fund
would go broke in 2003. The aviation pro-
gram, just reauthorized by Congress, would
lose $700 million a year, or $2.1 billion
through FY 2003.

On behalf of the nation’s 3066 counties, I
urge you to support the Byrd-Warner-Bau-
cus-Voinovich-Lautenberg-Bond Resolution.
Thank you for your consideration in this
matter. If you have any questions con-
cerning our views on this issue, please con-
tact Bob Fogel of the NACo staff.

Sincerely,
C. VERNON GRAY,

President.

NATIONAL ASPHALT
PAVEMENT ASSOCIATION,

Lanham, MD, April 5, 2000.
Hon. ROBERT C. BYRD,
U.S. Senator,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR BYRD: The National Asphalt
Pavement Association (NAPA) strongly sup-
ports the Byrd-Warner-Baucus-Voinovich-
Bond amendment to the FY 2001 budget reso-
lution clarifying that Federal fuel taxes are
intended to be used for construction of our
nations highways, bridges. Furthermore, the
amendment clarifies that the FY 2001 budget
resolution does not assume the reduction of
federal gasoline taxes on a temporary or per-
manent basis.

Repeal of the 4.3¢ would have a cata-
strophic impact on the highway construction
industry including the members of NAPA,
and delay—perhaps for years—badly needed
highway infrastructure improvement
projects that save lives, reduce congestion
and improve fuel economy.

There is a direct correlation between pave-
ment smoothness and fuel economy accord-
ing to research recently completed at
WesTrack for the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration under the auspices of the National
Cooperative Highway Research Program. Ac-
cording to the study, a vehicle’s average fuel
economy improved 4.5% after the pavement
was rehabilitated. In addition, the study
found that an increase in pavement rough-
ness increased the frequency of fatigue fail-
ures in the vehicles tested at the track.

If a cut in the fuel tax by 4.3¢ was enacted,
revenues in the Highway Trust Fund would
be reduced by $7 billion annually and delay
by one or more construction seasons high-
way projects that result in smoother pave-
ments. The short term gain in reducing the
excise tax on motor fuel by 4.3¢ is offset by
the additional 6.8¢ in additional costs a typ-
ical motorist pays on average to operate
their vehicles on rough pavements that are
not rehabilitated.

While the motoring public might experi-
ence a short-term benefit with a 4.3¢ reduc-
tion in the price of their fuel, the cost in
terms of increased fuel consumption, conges-
tion and safety to the motoring public will
quickly erase any benefit and set the high-
way pavement improvement program back
by years.

NAPA strongly supports the Byrd-Warner-
Baucus-Voinovich-Bond amendment and
strongly opposes a reduction in the federal
fuels tax.

Sincerely,
MIKE ACOTT,

President.

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF STATE
HIGHWAY AND TRANSPORTATION
OFFICIALS, AMERICAN PUBLIC
TRANSPORTATION ASSOCIATION,
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF RE-
GIONAL COUNCILS,

April 4, 2000.
Hon. SPENCER ABRAHAM,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR ABRAHAM: We are writing
on behalf of the members of the American
Association of State Highway and Transpor-
tation Officials, the American Public Trans-
portation Association, and the National As-
sociation of Regional Councils to express our
opposition to a temporary suspension or per-
manent repeal of a portion of, or all of, the
federal motor fuel tax. Therefore, we re-
spectfully urge you to support an amend-
ment to the budget resolution that will be
offered by Senator Robert Byrd and others to
express the sense of the Senate that the
budget resolution not assume the reduction
of fuel taxes on either a permanent or tem-
porary basis.

The Highway Trust Fund is the primary
funding source for highway, transit, bike-
way, pedestrian, and other surface transpor-
tation programs authorized under the Trans-
portation Equity Act for the 21st Century
(TEA 21). Proposals to temporarily repeal 4.3
cents of the federal motor fuel tax would re-
sult in a $4.5 billion loss in revenue to the
Highway Trust Fund and yet offer no guar-
antee that the repeal would result in actual
cost savings to the motoring public. The net
effect of this action would be to seriously
jeopardize the continued stability and reli-
ability of the federal surface transportation
program while providing no meaningful solu-
tion to the effects of the present oil short-
age.

A 4.3-cent per gallon reduction in the fed-
eral motor fuel tax, if passed on to the con-
sumer, would result in about a $13 savings
this year, but would at the cost of more sub-
stantial tax reductions or of reductions in
other domestic programs. Given the intense
competition for use of the budgetary surplus,
we believe that, absent an ironclad guar-
antee, it is unrealistic to assume that any
portion of the budget surplus to offset the
loss to the Highway Trust Fund would nec-
essarily materialize.

We respectfully urge you to continue to
support TEA 21’s reliable and stable funding
mechanism, and to oppose proposed legisla-
tion that would jeopardize the surface trans-
portation program while failing to offer a
meaningful solution to impacts resulting
from the current oil shortage.

Sincerely yours,
JOHN HORSLEY,

Executive Director,
American Associa-
tion of State-High-
way and Transpor-
tation Officials.

WILLIAM MILLAR,
President, American

Public Transpor-
tation Association.

WILLIAM DODGE,
Executive Director,

National Association
of Regional Coun-
cils.

AMERICAN CONSULTING
ENGINEERS COUNCIL,

Washington, DC, April 5, 2000.
DEAR SENATOR: On behalf of the American

Consulting Engineers Council (ACEC), I urge
you to support the Byrd-Warner-Baucus-
Voinovich-Lautenberg-Bond amendment to
the FY 2000 Budget Resolution. The amend-
ment could come to the floor as early as
April 5.

The Byrd amendment would establish the
Sense of the Senate that federal fuel taxes
should continue to be used for the construc-
tion and rehabilitation of our nation’s high-
ways, bridges, and transit systems. Congress
took the proper step in the 1997 Taxpayer Re-
lief Act by moving the last 4.3 cents of the
federal gas tax into the Highway Trust Fund
and away from general deficit reduction. The
following year, Congress passed TEA—21,
which guaranteed that all deposits into the
Highway Trust Fund will be spent each year
for their intended purpose.

In response to the recent surge in gasoline
prices, however, legislation has appeared on
Capitol Hill to repeal or suspend some or all
of the federal gas tax and thus de-link the re-
lationship between highway user fees and
transportation spending. While the repeal
legislation is well intentioned, we believe it
will not offer any real consumer relief from
high gas prices, and it could devastate trans-
portation improvements and safety programs
in every state.
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Even temporarily eliminating the Highway

Trust Fund structure is very dangerous be-
cause it would become too easy for Congress
to eliminate or reduce the proposed transfer
from the general fund ‘‘surplus’’ in the fu-
ture. CBO has re-estimated the FY 2000 sur-
plus to be $15 billion. Repealing the gas tax
from April 15 to September 30 (as S. 2285
could do) would cost states $15 billion. It is
highly unlikely that Congress could spend
the entire budget surplus on highways and
transit in the face of such competing prior-
ities as general tax cuts, education, and
emergency supplemental appropriations.

Congress is to be applauded for its efforts
to bolster investment in infrastructure and
for recognizing that the Highway Trust Fund
provides an effective and appropriate stream
of revenue for transportation improvements.
We urge you to reaffirm these priorities by
voting for the Byrd Amendment to the Budg-
et Resolution. Thank you for your leadership
on this issue.

Sincerely,
LEO F. PETERS, P.E. FACEC,

President.

AMERICAN PORTLAND CEMENT ALLIANCE,
Washington, DC, April 5, 2000.

Hon. ROBERT C. BYRD,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR BYRD: On behalf of the
American Portland Cement Alliance (APCA),
a trade association representing virtually all
domestic portland cement manufacturers, I
urge you to support the Byrd-Warner-Bau-
cus-Voinovich-Lautenberg-Bond Sense of the
Senate amendments to the budger resolu-
tion.

The amendment expresses that the budget
resolution should not assume a permanent or
temporary reduction in the federal gasoline
tax. The amendment may be considered as
early as today.

APCA is deeply concerned that any reduc-
tion in the federal gasoline tax would under-
mine TEA–21 and the funding commitment
that legislation made to the states for high-
way and mass transit programs. Any reduc-
tion in federal gasoline tax would jeopardize
the funding guarantee under TEA–21 and in-
troduce uncertainty for state highway and
transit improvement programs, and the con-
struction and material supply industries,
such as the cement manufacturers.

Again, I urge you to support the Byrd-War-
ner-Baucus-Voinovich-Lautenberg-Bond
Sense of the Senate amendment.

Sincerely,
RICHARD C. CREIGHTON,

President.

Mr. BYRD. As I close, I again thank
Messrs. WARNER, BAUCUS, VOINOVICH,
LAUTENBERG, BOND, REID of Nevada,
and DOMENICI.

Let me thank also Mr. Jim English
and Peter Rogoff, fine staffpersons who
have been so helpful in the work on
this amendment.

I yield the floor.
Mr. DOMENICI. Will the Senator

yield off his hour, 1 minute to the Sen-
ator from New Mexico?

Mr. BYRD. I will.
Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I

want to explain to the Senate why I am
supporting this. The actual sense of
this resolution says:

It is the sense of the Senate that the func-
tional totals in the budget resolution do not
assume the reduction of any Federal gasoline
tax on either a temporary or permanent
basis.

I might say to the Senate, that is al-
ready true. The Senate budget resolu-

tion does not—does not, in the func-
tional totals. So I am delighted to sup-
port it. There is some language saying:
Within the tax provisions. The tax
committee can do a lot of different
things. One thing suggested was tem-
porary repeal of the gasoline tax. I am
pleased to have an opportunity to vote
on whether or not the Senate would
like that to remain even contemplated.
Whether they will be precluded because
of a vote, I do not know, but I think we
ought to vote tomorrow on this issue. I
support the sense of the Senate that is
proposed.

I ask Senators how many more want
to speak on this resolution because we
have two others?

Mr. WARNER. I would like to have 7
minutes.

Mr. DOMENICI. How much would the
Senator like?

Mr. VOINOVICH. About 4 or 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DOMENICI. Senator BOND, on
this subject?

Mr. BOND. I would like 3 minutes.
Mr. BAUCUS. I would like about 5

minutes on the amendment.
Mr. DOMENICI. I wonder if we could

agree, would the Senator object if that
be the unanimous consent, those Sen-
ators in that order?

Mr. BYRD. Very well.
Mr. BAUCUS. Might I ask, what is

the order?
Mr. DOMENICI. It is the order you

arrived on the floor: Senator WARNER
and then the Senator from Ohio, Sen-
ator BOND and——

Mr. HARKIN. I have been on the floor
since the last vote.

Mr. DOMENICI. Let the Senator de-
cide.

Mr. BYRD. Very well. We can do Mr.
WARNER and Mr. BOND—Mr. BOND
talked with me several minutes ago. He
has to go somewhere. Then Mr. BAUCUS
and then Mr. VOINOVICH, if that is all
right.

Mr. DOMENICI. That is fair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

BROWNBACK). The Senator from Vir-
ginia.

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, first I
commend the distinguished senior Sen-
ator from West Virginia. I was the
chairman of the subcommittee that
worked on ISTEA—we called it TEA–
21. How well I remember that he, to-
gether with the Senator from Texas,
fought the battle to take the 4.3-cent
tax out of the general revenues and put
it into the highway trust fund. Now our
distinguished colleague and former ma-
jority leader is once again showing
that leadership to keep those funds
flowing to support America’s highway
infrastructure.

The economy of this Nation is de-
pendent upon the efficient use of its
transportation for people to get to and
from their places of work, to carry our
goods to the ports and terminals, to
get them throughout the world. Now
we are faced with this situation. I,
from the first day, have resisted—even
though I am in opposition to my distin-

guished leadership—the repeal of this
4.3 cents. It was a commitment made
by the Senate by a vote, if I recall, I
say to the senior Senator from West
Virginia, which was in the 80s of Sen-
ators who approved the transfer of
these funds from general revenue to
the highway trust fund.

Every Senator understands the high-
way programs in his or her State. I rec-
ognize that. But stability is the key
word, stability in funding.

We have the former distinguished
Governor of Missouri and the former
distinguished Governor of Ohio who
will address those points. But as they
set down their programs for highway
improvement, safety and construction,
they needed to have some certainty in
the funding. It took almost a decade
for the Senate to finally come to the
recognition we ought to stop this
donor-donee situation, one of the most
controversial things I ever witnessed in
my 20-plus years in the Senate. We got
rid of that.

We also, in that bill, made a specific
law whereby, when you go to the gas
pump in your State and pump that gas,
those taxes go to Washington and
make a U-turn and go back to the
State. No State got less than 90 per-
cent of the return of those taxes.

That is what we are here for, con-
tinuity of action and decisionmaking
by this body, continuity and stability
in planning these programs to improve
our roads, our infrastructure. There
are contracts that reach out a year or
more, 2 years or more. People have to
order materials. They have to do de-
sign work. They have to engage labor.
That is being done. We see the slow,
steady improvement of our infrastruc-
ture. Now we are challenged by the 4.3
cents. As the distinguished Senator
from West Virginia said, it could have
a triggering mechanism where 4.3 cents
goes to over 18 cents. As he pointed
out, there is no certainty these funds
will get back to the pockets of those
who put the gas in their car—no cer-
tainty. There are many, many levels
where various purposes could take off
these funds.

My distinguished colleague from
West Virginia talked about the groups.
He put their letters in the RECORD.
This is a group of organizations all
across this country that support the
highway construction program, whose
efforts led to the passage of the ISTEA
legislation in this Senate and eventu-
ally had it enacted into law.

The distinguished Governor from
Ohio, who will soon speak, was very ac-
tive in the National Governors’ Asso-
ciation and the Association of Highway
Administrators, which had given sound
support through that legislation. He
did not come by it by accident. It took
absolutely years to build up to get this
done.

The National Governors’ Association,
National Conference of State Legisla-
tures, Council of State Governments,
U.S. Conference of Mayors, National
League of Cities, National Association
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of Counties—these are groups that visit
us every day on various issues. They
write:

Proposals that would interfere with or re-
duce revenues coming to either trust fund by
suspending or repealing any portion of Fed-
eral transportation taxes would undercut
critical commitments to the nation’s public
infrastructure and potentially threaten the
credit quality of state and local bonds al-
ready issued to finance highway, bridge and
airport construction and repair.

Already the contracts are out. The
revenue bonds are out. Even the Amer-
ican Automobile Association, one of
the most valued organizations in the
history of this country, stated as fol-
lows:

AAA has serious concerns about efforts to
suspend or repeal any portion of the federal
gas tax. While attractive at first glance, this
course of action will do little to address the
root cause of our gasoline price problem
today, which is a shortage of supply caused
by curtailed production of crude oil by [pri-
marily the] OPEC states.

Our distinguished senior colleague
covered that.

To reiterate, this Sense of the Senate
amendment is critically important be-
cause of legislation that is pending be-
fore the Senate to suspend 4.3 cents of
the federal gas tax until next January,
and because of the instructions this
resolution gives to the Finance Com-
mittee to report legislation to repeal
the 4.3 cents tax.

The budget resolution before the Sen-
ate indicates that the reconciliation
instructions to the Finance Committee
provide $150 billion over 5 years in tax
cuts that ‘‘could accommodate’’ the re-
peal of 4.3 cents of the federal gas tax.

It is unsound budget policy for this
budget resolution to assume that a por-
tion of the gas tax will be repealed.

It is unsound for several reasons, and
today I will share with my colleagues
the reasons for my concerns.

I join with my colleagues in their
frustration with the rising price of gas-
oline. It is too high and threatens the
continuation of our robust economy.

In our efforts to respond to OPEC’s
choking off of supply and the absence
of leadership by this administration,
we must not promise American’s tax
relief that they may not get. The en-
tire proposal to repeal or suspend the
4.3 cents gas tax and replenish the
Highway Trust Fund with general reve-
nues is fraught with uncertainty.

I ask the question, is the repeal, or
temporary suspension of 4.3 cents of
the federal gasoline tax going into the
pockets of American drivers? What is
the guarantee that this tax cut will be
passed on to consumers at the pump?

How are they protected from the oil
refiners and wholesalers chipping off
their share? Will the free marketplace
enable them to charge the same price
at the gas pump?

Just last week the Congressional Re-
search Service issued a new analysis
entitled ‘‘Transportation Fuel Taxes:
Impacts of a Repeal or Moratorium,’’
which stated:

Current market conditions and the small
amount of tax relief incorporated into most

proposals, however, raise uncertainty as to
whether prices to individuals and businesses
would fall and whether any price decline
would be meaningful to consumers.

If it is not passed on to consumers,
and the high prices continue, Ameri-
cans will feel betrayed.

The impact of a repeal on the 4.3
cents is significant on our budget sur-
plus. According to the Department of
Transportation, this repeal will result
in a loss of $20.5 billion to the Highway
Trust Fund for the remaining years of
TEA–21—until 2003.

Efforts to repeal or suspend the 4.3
cents gas tax has generated strong op-
position from the National Governors’
Association, the National Conference
of State Legislatures, the Council of
State governments, the U.S. Con-
ference of Mayors, the National League
of Cities, and the National Association
of Counties. They write:

Proposals that would interfere with or re-
duce revenues coming into either trust fund
by suspending or repealing any portion of
federal transportation taxes would undercut
critical commitments to the nation’s public
infrastructure and potentially threaten the
credit quality of state and local bonds al-
ready issued to finance highway, bridge and
airport construction and repair.

Even the American Automobile Asso-
ciation with millions of members dedi-
cated to highway maintenance and
safety write:

AAA has serious concerns about efforts to
suspend or repeal any portion of the federal
gas tax. While attractive at first glance, this
course of action will do little to address the
root cause of our gasoline price problem
today, which is shortage of supply caused by
curtailed production of crude oil by OPEC
states.

The Small Business Legislative
Council joins those views with the fol-
lowing:

While small businesses are clearly suf-
fering as a result of the high gasoline prices,
we are long time staunch supporters of pre-
serving the integrity of the highway trust
fund and making sure that we have the prop-
er infrastructure to deliver our goods and
services.

My colleagues who support this re-
peal will tell you that the Highway
Trust Fund will not be harmed—that
general fund monies will be used to re-
place lost revenue to the Highway
Trust Fund. This replacement, if it ac-
tually occurs, will be $20.5 billion.

And, where will this $20.5 billion
come from? It will come from our lim-
ited budget surplus—and it will drain
the limited dollars available for lasting
tax cuts to Americans.

This budget resolution provides for
$150 billion for tax cuts to be defined
through the reconciliation process by
the Finance Committee. I support this
level of funding to relieve the tax bur-
den on Americans. But, do we want to
use the on-budget surplus to give a tax
cut to gasoline wholesalers? Or, do we
want to use the funds in the budget res-
olution for other, more certain, tax
legislation providing real and lasting
tax relief.

That is the course I want to take.
The budget resolution assumption

that the Congress will repeal 4.3 cents

of the gas tax comes to pass, it will
have a lasting, negative impact on the
Highway Trust Fund. The Highway
Trust Fund is the sole source of rev-
enue available to maintain and upgrade
our nation’s highways, transit systems
and highway safety programs.

We are in only the second year of the
6-year TEA–21 legislation. Now is not
the time to take a step backward on
the important investments we are
making in our nation’s transportation
infrastructure.

For over a decade in the Senate, I,
along and many others, worked to re-
store faith with drivers who were
promised that gas taxes they pay when
buying gasoline would be used to main-
tain and modernize our highways and
transit systems.

Finally, in 1997, with the steadfast,
leadership of Senator BYRD, Senator
BAUCUS, Senator BOND, and others, we
achieved success. TEA–21 guarantees
that all of the gas taxes motorists pay
at the pump will be placed in the High-
way Trust Fund and spent—100 per-
cent—on highways, transit, and high-
way safety.

Before TEA–21, the gas tax was in-
creased by 4.3 cents in 1993 to pay for
spending on many programs other than
transportation or deficit reduction. I
opposed this tax increase, but it
passed.

Later, while debating TEA–21, this
body voted 80 to 18 not to repeal this
tax, now that it was going to the High-
way Trust Fund.

As our nation’s transportation infra-
structure aged and crumbled, it was
imperative we transfer the 4.3-cents
tax from general revenues to the High-
way Trust Fund in 1997.

The TEA–21 spending guarantee re-
forms resulted in a 40 percent increase
in transportation spending for each of
the next 6 years. We are only in the
second year of TEA–21, yet we can see
in every state the transportation con-
struction that is moving forward. We
are just beginning to see the benefits of
TEA–21 with more projects under con-
struction, jobs being created, products
moving more efficiently across the
country, and most importantly, im-
provements in highway safety.

Do we want to turn back the clock
and inject uncertainty again into our
nation’s highway program.

We are being asked to rely on future
legislation that will have an untested
triggering mechanism to restore gen-
eral revenues to the Highway Trust
Fund. What happens if it doesn’t work.

Again, this uncertainty will jeop-
ardize the safety of the driving public
and the thousands of jobs that are now
at work under TEA–21.

We all know that it takes years—far
too long—for highway and transit
projects to make it from the drawing
board to construction. Severe swings,
or even the uncertainty as to the avail-
ability of funds, in transportation
spending will make it nearly impos-
sible for states to effectively manage
their highway programs.
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Consistent funding levels are critical

to the seamless steps of planning, de-
sign, engineering, permitting, contract
selection, materials orders, and con-
struction. A stable program, where
states, local governments, and contrac-
tors have the benefits of a long-term
funding cycle ensures a reliable supply
of materials and an experienced, ready
workforce.

Do we want to stop the moderniza-
tion of our nation’s transportation sys-
tem to give the gas middle-man a few
more pennies in his pocket? Or, do we
keep on course to improve transpor-
tation and highway safety for all
Americans?

Lets use wisely our limited budget
surplus for meaningful and lasting tax
relief—not on promises that Americans
may never see.

I ask unanimous consent the letters
to which I referred be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the letters
were ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

NATIONAL GOVERNORS’ ASSOCIATION,
NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE
LEGISLATURES, COUNCIL OF STATE
GOVERNMENTS, THE U.S. CON-
FERENCE OF MAYORS, NATIONAL
LEAGUE OF CITIES, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION OF COUNTIES, INTER-
NATIONAL CITY/COUNTY MANAGE-
MENT ASSOCIATION,

April 5, 2000.
TO ALL SENATORS: We are writing on behalf

of the elected leaders of the nation’s state
and local governments to urge support for
the Byrd-Warner-Baucus-Voinovich-Lauten-
berg-Bond Sense of the Senate Resolution for
the continued use of federal fuel taxes for
the construction and rehabilitation of our
nation’s highways, bridges, and transit sys-
tems, which is being offered as an amend-
ment to the FY 2001 Budget Resolution.

This resolution conforms to state and local
leaders’ strong opposition to any legislative
proposals that would interfere or interrupt
the current level of transportation user fees
being collected that provide dedicated fed-
eral funding for transportation programs. It
supports the critical commitment to trans-
portation infrastructure, and the funding
mechanism to support that commitment,
made in the Transportation Equity Act for
the 21st Century (TEA–21).

Our state and local government members
are responsible for almost all the nation’s
highways, bridges, and transit systems. We
cannot afford cuts in federal transportation
infrastructure funding such as the 4.3 cents
reduction proposed in the Budget Resolution.
The 4.3 cents tax on gasoline and diesel
brings in $7.2 billion annual to the Highway
Trust Fund—$5.8 billion for highways and
$1.4 billion for transit. According to the U.S.
Department of Transportation, if the 4.3
cents were repealed, the highway program
would be cut by $20.5 billion through FY 2003,
the final year of TEA–21. The Mass Transit
Account of the Highway Trust Fund would
go broke in 2003.

Again, we urge your support of the Byrd-
Warner-Baucus-Voinovich-Lautenberg-Bond
Resolution.

Sincerely,
RAYMOND C. SCHEPPACH,

Executive Director,
National Governors
Association.

WILLIAM T. POUND,
Executive Director, National

Conference of State
Legislatures.

DANIEL M. SPRAGUE,
Executive Director,

Council of State
Governments.

J. THOMAS COCHRAN,
Executive Director,

The U.S. Conference
of Mayors.

DONALD J. BORUT,
Executive Director,

National League of
Cities.

LARRY B. NAAKE,
Executive Director,

National Association
of Counties.

WILLIAM H. HANSELL, Jr.,
Executive Director,

International City/
County Management
Association.

AAA, WASHINGTON OFFICE,
Washington, DC, April 4, 2000.

Hon. JOHN W. WARNER,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR WARNER: AAA encourages
you to cosponsor and support an amendment
to the Senate budget resolution being offered
by Senator Robert Byrd (D–WV). The ‘‘Sense
of the Senate’’ amendment will put the Sen-
ate on record in opposition to any repeal or
suspension of the federal gasoline excise tax.

AAA has serious concerns about efforts to
suspend or repeal any portion of the federal
gas tax. While attractive at first glance, this
course of action will do little to address the
root cause of our gasoline price problem
today, which is a shortage of supply caused
by curtailed production of crude oil by OPEC
states.

The benefits to motorists from reducing
the gas tax are, at best, minimal—repealing
4.3 cents would amount to about $1/week for
the average consumer. However, the result-
ing loss of revenue to the Highway Trust
Fund would be disastrous to the important
work of fixing the nation’s highways and
bridges and improving safety.

It is highway and traffic safety that is of
most concern to AAA. Lower receipts to the
Highway Trust Fund compromise the safety
of the traveling public. We take these roads
back and forth to work and on vacations, our
children take these roads to school, and our
public safety officials use these arteries to
respond to emergencies.

Asking Americans to choose between a gas
tax reduction and safety is posing the wrong
question. The right question is: How should
Congress and the Administration manage an
energy strategy that reduces dependence
upon a foreign cartel? That way motorists
would have the safe highways they’ve paid
for through their gas taxes and an oil supply
they can rely on. Short-term fixes, while po-
litically popular, are not in the best inter-
ests of highway safety and the overall eco-
nomic well being of the nation.

Congress made a very important decision
by creating the Highway Trust Fund and es-
tablishing the direct link between user fees
paid by motorists and trust fund monies
being dedicated to improving the nation’s
surface transportation infrastructure. Be-
cause of TEA–21, the trust fund is now dedi-
cated to providing Americans the safe and ef-
ficient transportation system for which they
have paid and on which they rely.

AAA urges the Senate to recognize that a
gas tax reduction—though well-meaning—
will (1) provide little, if any, actual relief to
motorists; (2) not solve the real problem,
which is supply; and (3) cause real problems
as our highways and bridges continue to de-

teriorate and with that, the safety of the
motoring public.

Sincerely,
SUSAN G. PIKRALLIDAS,

Vice President,
Public & Government Relations.

SMALL BUSINESS LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Washington, DC, March 29, 2000.

Hon. TRENT LOTT,
Majority Leader, U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. MAJORITY LEADER: On behalf of
the Small Business Legislative Council
(SBLC), I want to indicate that we must ob-
ject to the initiative to temporarily roll
back the Federal gas tax. While small busi-
nesses are clearly suffering as a result of the
high gasoline prices, we are long time
staunch supporters of preserving the integ-
rity of the highway trust fund and making
sure that we have the proper infrastructure
to deliver our goods and services.

We understand that you intend to pay for
this roll back using the ‘‘surplus.’’ Right now
we have many priorities for the use of that
surplus. Repeal of the death tax, increasing
direct expensing, full deductibility for the
self-employed’s health care costs, FUTA tax
relief, repeal of the installment sales repeal
and national debt reduction to name just a
few.

As you know, the SBLC is a permanent,
independent coalition of nearly 80 trade and
professional associations that share a com-
mon commitment to the future of small
business. Our members represent the inter-
ests of small businesses in such diverse eco-
nomic sectors as manufacturing, retailing,
distribution, professional and technical serv-
ices, construction, transportation, tourism
and agriculture. Our policies are developed
through a consensus among our membership.
Individual associations may express their
own views. For your information, a list of
our members is enclosed.

We appreciate your outstanding leadership
on behalf of small business. We believe there
must be a better way to provide relief for
small business from rising gasoline prices
without jeopardizing other small business
priorities.

Sincerely,
JOHN S. SATAGAJ,

President and General Counsel.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri is recognized.

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I thank the
distinguished senior Senator from West
Virginia. It is an honor to be on the
floor to join with him and Senator
from Virginia to make the point very
strongly that suspension or repeal of
the gas tax would be a grave error. Al-
though all of us, as Senators, are aware
of consumer complaints about the high
gasoline prices we are facing in our
States, we also should keep in mind
that this is due primarily to factors
other than the level of the gas tax, as
the Senator from West Virginia has
pointed out.

Our declining production of petro-
leum and the constriction by OPEC of
the supply of gasoline on the world
markets is the most significant factor
in determining the price at the pump.
Cutting the tax would merely reduce
the revenues available for improving
highway safety without producing real
savings that would be passed on to the
consumers. Because of the imposition
of tax at the refinery level, there is no
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assurance it would come to the gaso-
line purchaser, the automobile owner,
or the truck or bus driver.

The CRS has issued a report saying
there might not be any appreciable evi-
dence of a reduction in tax. The con-
sumers would never see it. Who would
see it would be those people who are
committed to repairing and rebuilding
our inadequate roads, bridges, and
highways.

In 1998, I worked hard with our friend
and dear colleague, the late Senator
from Rhode Island, Mr. John Chafee, on
the Bond-Chafee guarantee that was in-
corporated into TEA–21 with the help
of the Senators who spoke before me—
Senator DOMENICI, Senator BYRD, and
Senator WARNER. That provision cre-
ated for the first time a real guarantee
that revenues collected and earmarked
for the highway trust fund would, in
fact, be used for transportation pur-
poses. If we collect a dollar gas tax,
that dollar must be credited to the
highway trust fund. This guarantees
that for the first time highway users
will get the transportation benefits in
return for the user fee they pay
through the gas tax.

We cannot have a guarantee if we
continue to change the way the pro-
gram is funded. To hold the trust fund
harmless, supposedly by having money
come from general revenue and pro-
jected surpluses, will put us back in
the same sinking boat—more appro-
priately, crumbling highway—that we
were in before. That position was one
where off-budget or turnbacks were ad-
vocated. This amendment makes clear
the budget resolution does not assume
the reductions of any Federal gasoline
tax.

We need a Department of Energy
that makes energy policy, not the
EPA. The administration policy has
been no policy. We can stop the raid on
the highway funds, and we must not re-
peal or roll back the gasoline tax.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana is recognized.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, what is
at issue is very clear. I hope my col-
leagues pay attention. The issue is
whether this Congress is going to break
the trust the American people have in
the highway trust fund. That is the
issue.

Dollars going into the Federal high-
way trust fund are locked in. There is
a trust that those dollars are then dis-
tributed back to the States. The rev-
enue in the trust fund goes back to the
States. It is a trust, an understanding.
That is why we have a highway trust
fund.

We cannot go down the slippery slope
of opening up the trust fund and re-
plenishing it with general revenue or
using general revenue to pay for high-
way allocations because once we start
down that slippery slope, we will then
have broken the trust. We will have
sprung a leak, which will grow into
perhaps a creek or a river, and will
drain the highway trust fund, as the
trust is broken. It is that simple.

I very much thank the Senator from
West Virginia for drawing this to the
Senate’s attention. Not only is it the
resolution before us, but it is also any
potential revenue matters that might
come up in this body. The essential
point is the linkage.

I strongly urge my colleagues to con-
tinue the trust this Congress made
with the American people when it
passed the last highway bill, TEA–21.
That bill was heralded as a landmark
piece of legislation, overwhelmingly
passed by both bodies. We all touted it,
not only because of the revenues and
dedication to the infrastructure so des-
perately needed but also because of the
trust; that is, the assurance that the
gasoline tax and the diesel fuel tax peo-
ple pay at the pump will come back to
the States; that it will not be tampered
with by the Congress; it will not be
changed by the Congress. That is some-
thing on which the people could count,
of which they could be assured. It is
something that is certain, something
they can trust.

I very much hope we resist the temp-
tation, we resist the siren song for a
short-term political change, to jigger
around with the 4.3 cents, repealing it
and adding the difference to the sur-
plus or revenue. It is an exercise that is
not only futile; it is an exercise that is
a misrepresentation of what we did in
TEA–21, and it will be an exercise
which begins to break the trust.

Either we keep the trust or we do
not. There is no halfway here. There is
no little breaking of the trust. Either
we keep it or we do not. I submit the
American people want us to keep the
trust. They will be very upset if we
break it.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to print a letter in the RECORD
from various organizations—the Na-
tional Governors’ Association, the Na-
tional Conference of State Legisla-
tures, the Council of State Govern-
ments, the U.S. Conference of Mayors,
National League of Cities, National As-
sociation of Counties, International
City/County Management Association,
all in favor of the amendment offered
by the Senator from West Virginia.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

NATIONAL GOVERNORS’ ASSOCIATION,
NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE
LEGISLATURES, COUNCIL OF STATE
GOVERNMENTS, THE U.S. CON-
FERENCE OF MAYORS, NATIONAL
LEAGUE OF CITIES, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION OF COUNTIES, INTER-
NATIONAL CITY/COUNTY MANAGE-
MENT ASSOCIATION,

April 5, 2000.
DEAR SENATOR: We are writing on behalf of

the elected leaders of the nation’s state and
local governments to urge support of the
Byrd-Warner-Baucus-Voinovich-Lautenberg-
Bond Sense of the Senate Resolution for the
continued use of federal fuel taxes for the
construction and rehabilitation of our na-
tion’s highways, bridges, and transit systems
which is being offered as an amendment to
the FY 2001 Budget Resolution.

This resolution conforms to the strong op-
position that state and local leaders have to

any legislative proposals that would inter-
fere or interrupt the current level of trans-
portation user fees being collected that pro-
vide dedicated federal funding for transpor-
tation programs. It supports the critical
commitment to transportation infrastruc-
ture, and the funding mechanism to support
that commitment, made in the Transpor-
tation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA–
21).

Our state and local government members
are responsible for almost all the nation’s
highways, bridges, and transit systems. We
cannot afford cuts in federal transportation
infrastructure funding such as the 4.3 cents
reduction proposed in the Budget Resolution.
The 4.3 cents tax on gasoline and diesel
brings in $7.2 billion annually to the High-
way Trust Fund—$5.8 billion for highways
and $1.4 billion for transit. According to the
U.S. Department of Transportation, if the 4.3
cents were repealed, the highway program
would be cut by $20.5 billion through FY 2003,
the final year of TEA–21. The Mass Transit
Account of the Highway Trust Fund would
go broke in 2003.

The nation’s state and local leaders look
forward to working with you on this very im-
portant issue.

Sincerely,
Raymond C. Scheppach, Executive Direc-

tor, National Governors’ Association;
Daniel M. Sprague, Executive Director,
Council of State Governments; Donald
J. Borut, Executive Director, National
League of Cities; William H. Hansell,
Jr., Executive Director, International
City/County Management Association;
William T. Pound, Executive Director,
National Conference of State Legisla-
tures; J. Thomas Cochran, Executive
Director, The U.S. Conference of May-
ors; Larry E. Naake, Executive Direc-
tor, National Association of Counties.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio is recognized.

Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I
thank the Senator from West Virginia
for offering this amendment. He knows
and the rest of us know that repeal of
the 4.3-cent gas tax is not going to
solve the problem of high gasoline
prices which today confronts this coun-
try. In my opinion, the administra-
tion’s lack of an energy policy and
total inability to react to OPEC’s pro-
duction cut has pushed gasoline prices
to $2 per gallon in some places in the
nation.

The fact of the matter is, the Amer-
ican people are angry, and I share their
frustration. The real problem we have
today is that we do not have an energy
policy in this country.

Two weeks ago, when Department of
Energy officials testified before the
Governmental Affairs committee, I
asked them whether or not they had an
energy policy. I asked them if we were
too reliant upon foreign oil. Their an-
swer to that was yes we are too reliant
on foreign oil.

I said: Your department is predicting
that in the next 10 years we are going
to be 65-percent reliant on foreign oil.
How reliant should we be? Is it 45, 50
percent?

They had no answer.
I said: As a former Governor, if I had

a problem, I would set a number and
say it is going to be 45 or 50 and then
put a plan together and move forward
and get it done.
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I hope in this debate over whether or

not we ought to reduce the gas tax, the
administration and Members of Con-
gress take advantage of this wonderful
opportunity to come together to look
at the environmental concerns, look at
the issue of exploration, look at the
problems of the stripper well producers
in this country who are out of business
because the cost of a barrel of oil has
been too low. We need to get it all on
the table so that we do not have a re-
peat performance, and so that we are
not at the mercy of foreign oil pro-
ducing nations, some of whom are ac-
tually avowed enemies of the United
States of America.

I’ve said many times the price is
going to go down because the adminis-
tration is going to put the pressure on
these nations. But what I would like to
know is, what are the promises they
are going to be making in order to get
the price down? We ought not to be in
this position.

I happen to have been chairman of
the National Governors’ Association
when Congress did TEA–21. Most Gov-
ernors were opposed to the 4.3-cent gas
tax in 1993 but we came back and said:
If you move that from deficit reduction
to the highway trust fund, we will sup-
port it.

I want everyone to understand that
for the donor States—and Ohio is a
donor State—without that 4.3 cents, we
would not have a guarantee of 90.5 per-
cent of the money we are sending to
Washington. This is the way we helped
get some of our money back into our
State.

I think if you ask most of the high-
way directors of the States in this
country, they will tell you that with-
out that 4.3-cent gas tax, they are not
going to have any new construction
programs. All of the rest of our gas tax
money goes for the maintenance and
repair of our highways. The new con-
struction is being paid for by that 4.3-
cent gas tax.

There are some people who say: Don’t
worry about it because the money will
come from the on-budget surplus or
from someplace else. My answer to
that is, we have a users’ tax. The peo-
ple who use the highways pay the tax
for the highways. I do not think it is
fair that we should say to the people of
the country what we are going to do is
reduce the highway users’ tax and we
are going to make everyone else pay to
make up for the tax reduction.

I would like to say I am just prayer-
ful that this amendment passes, that it
passes overwhelmingly, that we send
the message that we are not for repeal-
ing the 4.3-cent gas tax and that we
take advantage of this wonderful op-
portunity to come together and de-
velop an energy policy for this great
Nation of ours.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired.

Mr. DOMENICI. I wonder if Senator
BYRD could yield me 3 minutes off his
time?

Mr. BYRD. Yes. I yield whatever
time the Senator wishes to consume.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
want to argue in two parts.

My first part has to do with the high-
ways and byways and freeways of
America and our home cities across
this land. I think there is no one in this
Chamber who has not been home to
their State and found that people
somewhere in their State are frus-
trated because we do not have adequate
roads to handle the traffic.

No, I am not suggesting I know how
to do that in terms of these very heav-
ily congested areas. But there is no
doubt, we are way behind the curve in
terms of supplying highways, freeways,
and arteries in our cities.

You are not going to tell the Amer-
ican people they can’t have their
dream. I mean, their dream is to own a
house and own a car or cars. One of
their big dreams is to have that place
where they want it. We are just never
going to succeed in telling the Amer-
ican people: You cannot live 5 miles
from your employment, as they did in
Russia. They had it all figured out:
They all worked; they all got on one
train; and they all went to work. In
fact, they told them in high school
what they were going to be.

That is not America. So we are be-
hind. In fact, I am not sure in most
places we are gaining on the congestion
and traffic. Frankly, I could come
down here and say I am pretty satisfied
that repeal of the 4.3-cent tax would
not hurt next year, but in 7 years actu-
ally it would hurt.

The truth of the matter is, we should
not deceive anybody. The problem we
have is the problem that America uses
more crude oil and crude-oil products
than we are now producing.

Frankly, we have an American pol-
icy, I regret to say—especially since
President Bill Clinton has been in of-
fice and Vice President GORE—of tak-
ing more and more of America, the
public lands, out of production that
you cannot use; you cannot get on it to
find oil, even if it is there, all under
some mystique that on ‘‘public do-
main’’ we should not be looking for oil,
that we ought to be saving it for some-
thing.

Then tonight we are going to have a
debate, I say to the Senator. I am not
sure where everyone is going to be on
it. But actually one one-hundredth of 1
percent of the Arctic wilderness, called
ANWR, one one-hundredth of 1 percent
is a little strip of land that they are
trying to say: Why don’t we try to find
out if there is oil there?

You know what they think might be
there? Sixteen billion barrels of oil.
Pretty much. It is as much as we will
import from Saudi Arabia over the
next 5, 6, 7 years. That would be the
amount. That is pretty good. That is a
pretty large amount of oil. All of it
would be owned by Americans. All of it
would be drilled by Americans. Ameri-
cans would have jobs.

Instead, we say it is just going to
ruin that wilderness. Somebody who is
neutral ought to pass on that, not

somebody who wants to save this wil-
derness, including one one-hundredth
of 1 percent of the land surface.

If I had my notes from my desk, I
would tell you how much we have
taken out of production in America.
We have taken lands on which people
could find oil, and we have said: You
cannot get on it to find oil.

We have regulations, through the De-
partment of the Interior, that instead
of saying, hey, get out here and find
your oil, they make it tough. It is sort
of like: Boy, do we have to put up with
you? It is not like: Boy, I hope you find
oil.

It is American oil. It is sort of like:
Maybe it is OK, but it is just too bad
that we have to do this. What is too
bad about it? We are going to buy this
oil someplace. We have less American
oil, fewer rigs producing oil, and we are
getting more dependent.

The last point is, according to the
independent institute within the De-
partment of Energy, the one that is
supposed to do analysis of supply, they
tell us—I hope they are wrong—they
cannot find out how much the produc-
tion of the world is. That sounds in-
credible. If they cannot, somebody in
our Government should. We should not
be surprised all of a sudden if somebody
says: You know, they are producing 4
million barrels less. We are hurting.

We ought to know; there is no way to
keep this a real secret. If we set out to
find it, I am sure we could. In fact, I
think there are probably some parts of
the American Government we do not
know about that might already know
that. But that is very important.

To summarize, my last point is, we
need to build more roads for America’s
congestion, not less. Secondly, we need
to take a positive approach. If the
President does not want to, we will not
get it done for a while. But we have to
decide what are our goals as Americans
in terms of producing energy? How
much should we be conserving? Let’s
get serious about it.

This will not happen with a bunch of
Government regs. This will happen
when the marketplace of America is
opened up to oil and gas production. I
am even wondering whether the largest
supply of natural gas is offshore in
some parts of America. We have said:
No more offshore drilling.

It isn’t environmentally dangerous.
In fact, I submit to the Senate, it is
more dangerous to increase our reli-
ance and thus bring more tankers into
American ports than it would be to se-
riously consider doing more offshore
drilling.

But, of course, for some people what
I am speaking about is kind of radical.
I think it is really kind of common
sense about America’s growing depend-
ence. I am not ashamed or embarrassed
about saying I would change it dras-
tically. I would recommend that some-
body change it dramatically. Tell the
world we are going to try. We are not
going to give in.

We currently think it is an American
energy policy to send the Secretary of
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Energy—one of New Mexico’s sons; my
friend—around to make a deal. That is
America’s energy policy? Have you
ever heard of anything like that being
the policy of America? What if they
said no?

In this case, they started asking a
few questions and said: Maybe we don’t
want to hurt your economy. Kuwait
does not know what we want of them.
We saved them from the invasion. They
do not know whether we want to dance
on a barrel of oil or what we want.
They already said: Look, America, you
send us so many signals, we don’t know
what to do. But we are on your side.

I think we ought to be very clear, it
is not this 4.3-cent tax. What it is, we
do not have a policy to produce more
and tell the world we are growing more
independent rather than dependent.

Whatever time I have, if I have any,
I yield back.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I thank
the distinguished Senator for his very
enlightening statement. I have listened
to him on this floor many times over
the years. I do not think I have enjoyed
more any statement of his than I have
this evening.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that Senator BINGAMAN, Senator
ROBB, and Senator LINCOLN be added as
cosponsors of the amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.
Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I see no

other Senator asking for time on this
side.

I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nevada.
Mr. REID. Mr. President, under

terms of the unanimous consent agree-
ment on the amendment of the Senator
from West Virginia, the agreement said
we would use all time tonight on this
amendment. Is Senator LAUTENBERG
wishing to speak on the amendment of
Senator BYRD dealing with gas tax re-
peal?

Mr. LAUTENBERG. While I wasn’t
present to hear Senator BYRD’s presen-
tation, there is no doubt in my mind
that the Byrd proposal is one we have
to support. The last thing we want to
do now is to reduce that tax in order
that we might give OPEC or the dis-
tributors, whomever, a chance to boost
the price for the difference.

One of the toughest things we have to
do is to try to meet our obligations
with the resources we have available.
The American people know very well
that one of the most important things
we do is to maintain our transpor-
tation infrastructure. I plan to do
whatever I can to see that that is done.

My remarks are short, but they are
very supportive. I congratulate Sen-
ator BYRD for his usual wisdom in pre-
senting something that we have to
think seriously about and, frankly, I
support fully. I thank him for that.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I thank
the distinguished Senator for his kind
and supportive statement. I thank all

Senators who have spoken on this sub-
ject for their remarks. I thank them
for their support, and I hope all of our
colleagues tomorrow will vote in favor
of the amendment I have offered on be-
half of myself and the other Senators
named thereon.

Mr. REID. It is my understanding
that the next amendment in order will
be offered by the Senator from Dela-
ware.

Mr. DOMENICI. That is my under-
standing. Senator ROTH is on the floor,
I believe.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware.

AMENDMENT NO. 2955

(Purpose: To strike the revenue assumption
for ANWR receipts in fiscal year 2005)

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I send an
amendment to the desk on behalf of
myself and Senators BOXER, BAUCUS,
JEFFORDS, SCHUMER, DODD, FEINGOLD,
LIEBERMAN, MURRAY, CHAFEE, ROBB,
and TORRICELLI.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, the pending amendment is
set aside. The clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:
The Senator from Delaware [Mr. ROTH], for

himself, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. JEF-
FORDS, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. DODD, Mr. FEIN-
GOLD, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. L.
CHAFEE, Mr. ROBB, and Mr. TORRICELLI, pro-
poses an amendment numbered 2955.

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that reading of the
amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:
On page 27, line 20, increase the amount by

$1,200,000,000.
On page 27, line 21, increase the amount by

$1,200,000,000.
On page 28, line 20, decrease the amount by

$1,200,000,000.
On page 28, line 21, decrease the amount by

$1,200,000,000.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, will the
gentleman from Delaware consent to
the Senator from New Jersey, Mr. LAU-
TENBERG, and the Senator from Nevada,
Mr. REID, being added as cosponsors of
the amendment?

Mr. ROTH. I am happy to have them
join as cosponsors.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I commend
my colleague, the Senator from New
Mexico, for what I consider to be an ex-
cellent budget resolution. Over the
next 5 years, the Budget Committee
chairman has protected Social Secu-
rity, funded our priorities such as de-
fense and education, and provided for a
$150 billion tax cut—something I look
forward to crafting in the Finance
Committee.

However, there is one point at which
I respectfully disagree with my distin-
guished colleague’s work. It is in the
assumptions of allowing leasing for oil
exploration and production in the Arc-
tic National Wildlife Refuge. This
budget resolution assumes that $1.2 bil-
lion would become available in fiscal
year 2005 from the bids for such leases.

My amendment would simply remove
that assumed revenue from the budget
resolution and thereby protect this wil-
derness area.

My reason for offering this amend-
ment is based on beauty, not on budg-
ets. I do not want to see us make an ir-
reparable mistake in one of America’s
remaining natural treasures. We can
afford to forgo this momentary rev-
enue, but we can’t afford not to protect
this Arctic Eden.

Mr. President, in 1960 President
Dwight Eisenhower had the wisdom to
set aside a portion of America’s Arctic
for the benefit and enjoyment of future
generations. His Arctic Range pro-
tected the highest peaks and glaciers of
the Brooks Range, North America’s
two largest and most northerly alpine
lakes, and nearly 200 different wildlife
species, including polar bears, grizzlies,
wolves, caribou and millions of migra-
tory birds.

Eisenhower’s Secretary of the Inte-
rior, Fred Seaton, called the new Arc-
tic Range, ‘‘one of the most magnifi-
cent wildlife and wilderness areas in
North America . . . a wilderness expe-
rience not duplicated elsewhere.’’

The Alaskan wilderness area is not
only a critical part of our Earth’s eco-
system—the last remaining region
where the complete spectrum of arctic
and subarctic ecosystems comes to-
gether—but it is a vital part of our na-
tional consciousness.

The Alaskan wilderness is a place of
outstanding wildlife, wilderness and
recreation, a land dotted by beautiful
forests, dramatic peaks and glaciers,
gentle foothills and undulating tundra.
It is untamed—rich with caribou, polar
bear, grizzly, wolves, musk oxen, Dall
sheep, moose, and hundreds of thou-
sands of birds—snow geese, tundra
swans, black brant, and more. Birds
from the Arctic Refuge fly to or
through every state in the continental
U.S. In all, Mr. President, about 200
species use the coastal plain.

Mr. President, there are parts of this
Earth where it is good that man can
come only as a visitor. The Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge is one of those
places. These are pristine lands that
belong to all of us. And perhaps most
importantly, these are the lands that
belong to our future.

In essence what I am asking my col-
leagues to support is an environmental
stewardship that protects our impor-
tant wilderness areas and precious re-
sources, while carefully and judiciously
weighing the short-term desires or our
country against its long-term needs.

Considering the many reasons why
protecting this area is so important, I
came across the words of the great
Western writer, Wallace Stegner. Re-
ferring to the land we seek to protect,
he wrote that it is ‘‘the most splendid
part of the American habitat; it is also
the most fragile.’’ We cannot enter this
land ‘‘carrying habits that [are] inap-
propriate and expectations that [are]
surely excessive.’’

An industrial zone and wilderness
cannot occupy the same space. The
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simple fact is that no matter how well
done, oil exploration and development
would have significant and lasting im-
pacts on this environment.

In closing, I want to remind my col-
leagues that when the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge was formally created
under the 1980 Alaska National Interest
Lands Conservation Act, it was to con-
serve fish and wildlife populations in
their natural diversity. Oil develop-
ment on the coastal plain of the refuge
is prohibited without the enactment of
legislation authorizing development.

I urge my colleagues, to support my
amendment and reject the budget reso-
lution’s assumptions on oil drilling in
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
Let us reconfirm to protect today what
can never be regained tomorrow if we
make the wrong decision now.

I hope that we can forever protect
the coastal plain from development. It
is certainly premature at this time to
assume revenue from oil development
there.

I reserve the remainder of my time.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who

yields time?
Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I yield 5

minutes to the distinguished Senator
from Montana.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I rise to
support the Roth amendment, which
expresses the sense of the Senate that
we should maintain the longstanding
ban on oil drilling in the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge.

We have heard a lot of concern lately
about the cost of gas at the pump.

I share that concern. I represent
Montana. The Big Sky State. Vast
open spaces. We often drive long dis-
tances just to get to the grocery store.

Prices at the pump in Billings have
gone from $1.18 in April of 1999 to $1.59
today. We need to get the price down.
The administration has made some
progress, with the OPEC countries. We
may need to do more. For example, we
may need to use the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve. But we should not re-
spond to high gas prices by opening the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. That
would be shortsighted, ineffective, and
environmentally harmful.

Proponents of oil drilling make three
main arguments. They imply it will
lower the price at the pump. They
argue that it will enhance our energy
security. And they argue that it won’t
really pose a significant environmental
risk to the refuge.

I disagree. Let me take the argu-
ments in turn.

First, the cost at the pump. Opening
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
will have absolutely no impact on gas
prices, now or in the foreseeable future.
Think about it. Assume that we pass a
law authorizing drilling. Assume the
President signs it. First, companies
will need to conduct exploration to de-
termine where to drill. Next they will
have to build the infrastructure, the
roads, drill pads, drill rigs, pipelines,
gravel pits, waste pits, and living and
working quarters. This could include

hundreds of miles of roads and pipe-
lines, production facilities, increased
traffic at loading ports, and housing
and services for thousands of people.

This work will take years and years.
Senator MURKOWSKI himself said, in
1998, that ‘‘a future decision on ANWR
is one which will take about 10 years to
produce any results in the way of any
increased production contribution to
our current flow of domestic oil.’’ Ten
years, before we see any impact on the
price at the pump.

Let me turn to the longer term issue.
Energy security. Let’s look at what the
potential oil of the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge means in the big pic-
ture. At best, the economically recov-
erable oil would represent 2 percent of
our daily needs. As a result, oil drilling
in the Arctic Wildlife Refuge has little,
if anything, to do with long-term en-
ergy security.

Another point. It does not make good
strategic sense to use our reserves,
which account for only 12 percent of
the crude oil available in the world,
while we have access to other sources.
After all, once our reserves are used up,
we will be totally at the mercy of
OPEC.

Instead of continuing our unhealthy
dependence on OPEC, we should de-
velop a comprehensive energy strategy.
We should improve energy efficiency.
We should diversify our energy sources.

What are we doing here in Congress?
Virtually nothing.

We continue to prevent an increase
in corporate average fuel economy. We
routinely underfund the development
of solar and renewable energy. And we
fail to seriously consider tax legisla-
tion that rewards efficiency and in-
creases our energy security.

In the absence of a comprehensive
national energy strategy, drilling the
refuge is just a band-aid. A quick fix.
It’s no substitute for a real, com-
prehensive, strategy.

Putting this all together, drilling in
the Arctic Refuge will not reduce
prices at the pump anytime soon, if at
all. And it will not significantly en-
hance our energy security.

Now consider the environmental im-
pact. The Arctic National Wildlife Ref-
uge is truly unique. It is the only ref-
uge of its type in the world. I’ve been
there. It has been referred to, for good
reason, as ‘‘America’s Serengeti.’’ It’s
the nation’s largest and most northerly
wildlife refuge. It includes a full range
of arctic and subarctic habitats. Vast
herds of caribou migrate to the refuge,
bearing their young on the coastal
plain. Muskox use the area year-round.
The refuge is the most important polar
bear land denning area in Alaska. One
hundred eighty bird species migrate
there, from throughout the hemi-
sphere. Eighteen major rivers contain
36 species of fish.

Let’s look at what development
might do. What happens when the con-
struction of, say, a pipeline and road
forces wildlife away? Take the caribou
hers. Female caribou seek out the best

foraging areas as calving areas. These
areas change each year. If, in any given
year, the best foraging and calving
area is a site for development, the car-
ibou won’t use it and fewer calves will
survive. Development can also force fe-
males into areas where there are more
predators, or block them from climbing
onto ridge tops to avoid swarms of in-
sects. Again, fewer calves will survive.

The Fish and Wildlife Service has
concluded that the cumulative impacts
of these effects could significantly re-
duce the size of the caribou hers. The
Service has expressed similar concerns
about muskoxen.

What about disturbances from road
building? There is not enough water to
build only ice roads. You’d have to
build gravel roads, even for explo-
ration. Gravel roads will alter the nat-
ural flow of water during spring break-
up, will melt permafrost, and will oth-
erwise damage the environment. Taken
together, this could harm the habitat
for more than 100 species of birds. This,
in turn, will have effects way beyond
the refuge itself. All of these birds are
migratory. They nest and rear their
young in the Refuge in the summer,
then migrate throughout the entire
hemisphere, including virtually every
state.

Now, the proponents of drilling say
that the environmental impacts have
been exaggerated. They say that the
‘‘footprint’’ of development is no larger
than Dulles Airport. In fact, the devel-
opment will not be concentrated in a
small area.

This map, based on projections by
the Fish and Wildlife Service, shows
potential pipelines, drilling pads,
roads, and other facilities. As you can
see, the roads and pipelines stretch
across the entire coastal plain, bisect-
ing migration paths and stream chan-
nels. What’s more, recent reports by
the U.S. Geological Service show that
the oil reserves in the Refuge are
smaller and more widely dispersed than
previously thought. As a result, oil de-
velopment will require more, and more
widely dispersed, roads, pipelines, and
other infrastructure. Finally, acci-
dents.

If the Exxon Valdez taught us any-
thing, it is that humans working in a
cold, harsh environment can make mis-
takes, and that the environmental
costs in a fragile ecosystem can be ex-
traordinarily high. Our experience else-
where on the North Slope confirms
this. There has been a general increase
in the number of spills. At least two
well-blowouts have occurred. At least
76 areas have been contaminated by oil
development from the Prudhoe Field.
Things usually don’t go as smoothly as
we plan.

That brings me to my final point. It
may be that, someday, the need will be
so great, and the technology so sophis-
ticated, that we decide that the bene-
fits of exploration and development of
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge are
worth it. But we should only make that
decision after careful deliberation,
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after exhausting all reasonable alter-
natives, and after assuring that this
fragile ecosystem will, in fact, be pro-
tected. Because there’s no margin for
error. If we make a mistake, and allow
development that destroys the unique
character of this special place, the mis-
take will be permanent and, perhaps,
unforgivable.

Mr. President, pulling all of this to-
gether, the benefits of drilling simply
are not worth it. They are not worth
the environmental risks.

Therefore, I urge Members to vote to
maintain the longstanding ban on drill-
ing in the Arctic National Wildlife Ref-
uge, by voting for the Roth amend-
ment.

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I yield 3
minutes to the Senator from Rhode Is-
land.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island is recognized.

Mr. L. CHAFEE. Mr. President, I rise
today in support of Senator ROTH’s
amendment to the budget resolution,
and I thank the Senator for his leader-
ship on matters relating to the future
of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge,
or ANWR. The purpose and rationale
behind the Roth amendment is simple:
We should not include revenue assump-
tions in the budget based on oil devel-
opment that will not, and should not,
occur. Such faulty assumptions make
poor fiscal policy and poor environ-
mental policy. The Arctic Refuge is a
national treasure. I support Senator
ROTH’s efforts to designate the area as
wilderness, and I am pleased to add my
name as a cosponsor to the Roth wil-
derness bill.

The crux of this debate is on our val-
ues, our legacy, and what we want to
pass on to future generations. Senator
BAUCUS mentioned the Serengeti Na-
tional Park in Africa, an area immor-
talized in the human imagination for
its beauty and majesty. This amazing
park exists because previous genera-
tions had the foresight to preserve and
protect this area from development. As
Senator BAUCUS said, the Coastal Plain
of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
is referred to as the ‘‘American
Serengeti.’’ And like its counterpart in
Africa, this area deserves to be pro-
tected for us, our children, and our
grandchildren.

In 1980, in recognition of the area’s
immense environmental value, as Sen-
ator ROTH said, Congress formally es-
tablished the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge. At that time, and after much
debate and deliberation, Congress made
the wise decision to prohibit drilling in
the Coastal Plain pending further re-
view.

Now, only a short 20 years later, ef-
forts are underway to open this area to
development.

I urge my colleagues to resist these
efforts, to look past our short term
needs, and designate the area as wilder-
ness for future generations. The very
definition of a ‘‘refuge’’ means an area
of sanctuary, shelter and protection. In
the case of our wildlife refuges, this

means protecting nature from drilling,
road construction, combustion engines
and all of the other harmful effects of
human beings and their machines. A
large portion of the Alaskan North
Slope is already open to oil exploration
or drilling; we should not subject
ANWR to the same fate.

Some have voiced concern at our in-
creasing dependence on foreign oil, and
our lack of a coherent national energy
policy. I share these concerns, and
agree completely that our country
must take steps to improve our energy
security. But the solution to our en-
ergy problems does not lie underneath
the coastal plain of ANWR, and drilling
there cannot become our energy policy.
Remember, by definition, a refuge is a
place providing protection or shelter—
it is a haven, a sanctuary—we must
make sure that ANWR remains a
haven, a sanctuary.

I thank my colleagues for their con-
sideration, and I respectfully urge
them to support the Roth amendment.

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I yield 5
minutes to the distinguished Senator
from Illinois.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois is recognized.

Mr. DURBIN. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. I thank the Senator for yielding.
I stand in complete support of his
amendment, an amendment very simi-
lar to the one offered by my colleague,
the Senator from California, in the
Budget Committee.

It should be kept in context that this
budget resolution, without the Roth
amendment, assumes $1.2 billion in
royalties from the sale of oil from
drilling in the Arctic Wildlife National
Refuge.

I want to say to Members of the Sen-
ate that the reason we are debating
this is because the price of gasoline is
increasing in the United States. People
are more sensitized to the cost of fuel
and energy and the impact it has on
businesses, families, and individuals.

Those who have been salivating for
decades for an opportunity to drill in
this wildlife refuge in Alaska have
jumped at the chance to assume that
we are so consumed by the increase in
energy prices that we will cast aside
any concern for the environment and
the legacy which we should leave to fu-
ture generations.

Senator ROTH is right. We should not
be drilling in ANWR. We have to con-
sider the fact that on the North Slope,
95 percent is already open to explo-
ration. The 5 percent on the Coastal
Plain that we have set aside is to pro-
tect what we have identified as a legiti-
mate, important wildlife refuge.

Oil companies and their supporters
can’t wait to drill in that wildlife ref-
uge. I think it is wrong. I think Sen-
ator ROTH is right, as Senator BOXER
was in committee.

We should say unequivocally in a bi-
partisan fashion on the floor of the
Senate that we need an energy policy,
but we do not need to walk in and dese-
crate a wildlife refuge designed to be
preserved for future generations.

This last Saturday in Belleville, IL, I
paid $1.39 a gallon for regular gasoline.
I then drove 100 miles to Springfield,
IL, and paid $1.49. Yes, prices have in-
creased. Yes, I am sure for families of
limited means and some businesses
there is sacrifice attached to it. But we
shouldn’t use this as a catalyst or a
reason to run headlong into this effort
to desecrate this important environ-
mental refuge.

We need to face the reality that
America needs an energy policy, and
we shouldn’t wait for a gasoline price
crisis to drive us to the point to de-
velop one. Such an energy policy is
going to include a lot of things, such as
looking for responsible areas for oil ex-
ploration and development; also, of
course, energy efficiency not only in
our automobiles but in virtually every-
thing that we use involving energy. Of
course, it will lessen our dependence on
foreign oil sources. We need to look for
alternative fuels.

This is an important, complicated
but a necessary national debate.

This quick fix of drilling in ANWR in
the belief that it is going to bring down
gasoline prices is wrong on two counts.

First, it is not likely to bring them
down, if at all, until years from now.

Second, it really avoids the obvious
responsibility we have to preserve this
important refuge.

Senator ROTH is offering an amend-
ment which is consistent with a mem-
ber of his party who served in the
United States as President many years
ago by the name of Theodore Roo-
sevelt, who said in his efforts to pre-
serve the environment:

We must ask ourselves if we are leaving for
future generations an environment that is as
good or better than what we found.

Senator ROTH’s amendment says this
Senate will go on record leaving a leg-
acy for future generations in the name
and in the memory of Theodore Roo-
sevelt, ‘‘as good or better than what we
found,’’ that we will not allow this ex-
ploitation and exploration of this valu-
able and fragile natural resource.

I stand in complete support of this
amendment.

I yield the remainder of my time.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who

yields time?
Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I yield 10

minutes to the Senator from Cali-
fornia.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California.

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I thank
Senator ROTH for offering this amend-
ment. I offered almost an identical
amendment in the Budget Committee,
and it failed on a tie vote. I am very
hopeful that we will do better on the
floor of the Senate. We were able to
pick up one Republican in the com-
mittee. We had all the Democrats. I
think we have a good chance of picking
up, with the help of Senator ROTH and
Senator CHAFEE, some more on their
side of the aisle.

This amendment would strike from
the budget $1.2 billion in receipts that
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the budget resolution assumed would
be received from oil exploration or
drilling operations in the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge.

I stand with those who have spoken
very eloquently tonight, and say that
we cannot allow that beautiful, pris-
tine sanctuary—one of the most re-
markable wildlife habitats in the
world—to be spoiled.

We have a beautiful picture, with
which I am sure Senator MURKOWSKI is
familiar.

The wildlife refuge was established in
1960 by a Republican President, Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower. And it was
for the benefit of his generation and fu-
ture generations; that is, all of us. I
think we have an obligation to keep
that going, just as he kept it going for
us.

From the very beginning, support for
this refuge has been bipartisan. Thank
goodness we see evidence of that on the
Senate floor. Too few times, I am sad
to say, do we see such bipartisanship.
That is why I am delighted to work
with Senator ROTH on this.

This land that President Eisenhower
set aside in the Arctic wilderness is
ecologically unique. It is the last re-
maining region where the complete
spectrum of Arctic and sub-Arctic eco-
systems can be found. It includes the
highest peaks and glaciers of the
Brooks Range.

President Eisenhower’s Secretary of
the Interior, Fred Seaton, called the
new Arctic Refuge ‘‘one of the most
magnificent wildlife and wilderness
areas in North America . . . a wilder-
ness experience not duplicated any-
where else.’’

Nothing has changed since then. It is
still there. But we can destroy it here.

I am stunned that the Budget Com-
mittee let this go. I am stunned the
majority on the Budget Committee put
in $1.2 billion as if we were going to
allow this to happen next year. We are
not going to allow this to happen.

I would like to say tonight to my
good friend from Alaska, whom I re-
spect—we have some good arguments
now and then, and we probably will
have them again—that we are going to
fight this out. To put $1.2 billion in as
if we were going to start getting re-
ceipts from this next year makes no
sense at all.

I can guarantee—I shouldn’t say that
because you never can guarantee any-
thing around here, but I believe we will
have more than 41 people who will
stand on their feet as long as it takes
to stop that from happening.

To put it in the budget resolution,
No. 1, is wrong because it is presuming
the Senate is going to approve this
when I don’t believe it will happen.

This area is tremendously rich with
nearly 200 different wildlife species in-
cluding polar bears, grizzlies, wolves,
caribou, and a whole list of others, in-
cluding millions of migratory birds.
Amazingly, birds from the Arctic Ref-
uge fly to or through every State in
the continental United States of Amer-

ica. This is not only an Alaska issue.
We all benefit from this refuge. I can-
not reconcile the concept of drilling
with a wildlife refuge. It seems to me
they don’t go together. If you are going
to set aside a wildlife refuge, you
should not allow drilling there at all.
Drilling will raise disturbing questions
about what our refuges are for. If wild-
life are not guaranteed protection from
oil drilling, where are they safe?

My colleague, Senator ROTH, has in-
troduced legislation, of which I am a
cosponsor, which would forever safe-
guard this great national treasure by
designating it wilderness area. This
permanently protects it from oil explo-
ration and development. That protec-
tion is warranted and reasonable. As
Senator DURBIN has pointed out, nearly
95 percent of the arctic slope is avail-
able to industry for oil and gas devel-
opment. It makes sense to shield this
last remaining piece. I hope Chairman
ROTH’s wilderness proposal will get full
consideration.

Instead, what are we seeing? Instead
of moving forward with that wonderful
piece of legislation that has bipartisan
support, we have a budget resolution
that essentially slaps its hand at Sen-
ator ROTH’s legislation and includes
$1.2 billion, as if we will open it up
without a fight.

It isn’t going to happen. It is not re-
alistic. It is funny numbers. It isn’t
going to happen. We are not going to
let it happen. What we should be doing
is passing Senator ROTH’s legislation
for our wilderness instead of plugging
in a number.

It reminds me of the fight over the
Presidio. Senator MURKOWSKI from
Alaska helped me save the Presidio.
One year, I say to Senator MURKOWSKI,
there was a plug put in the budget of $1
billion for selling the Presidio. As I ex-
plained to my friends, that will never
happen; the city and county of San
Francisco would not allow this mag-
nificent former military base to be-
come anything other than a park; you
are not going to get $1 billion there. Fi-
nally, I prevailed on my colleagues.
They backed off and we never put the
plug in.

And we are prevailing tonight. Don’t
put that $1.2 billion plug in because it
is not real. It is wrong. It goes against
what we ought to be doing.

I understand the rising gas price phe-
nomenon because I am in a State that
has some of the highest gas prices. Be-
lieve me, it hurts at the pump. We are
looking at $2 a gallon where I come
from.

My constituency wants me to do
something about it, and I have come up
with a plan. The plan is pretty
straightforward. No. 1, why are we ex-
porting gas from Alaska to other coun-
tries when we need to use it here? That
is 68,000 barrels a day. Second, why
don’t we increase the energy efficiency
of SUVs and light trucks? That will
bring 1 million barrels a day. We can do
that to get them up to 27 miles per gal-
lon. That can be done.

Why don’t we say there should be a
moratorium on the oil company merg-
ers? We know less competition brings
higher prices. It is the rule of a capital-
istic system. We need more competi-
tion. That is what we ought to be
doing. We ought not be drilling in a
wildlife refuge on the coast of Cali-
fornia or any of our magnificent off-
shore areas.

The American people realize this. I
have letters favoring Senator ROTH’s
bill. Tonight I ask unanimous consent
to have printed in the RECORD letters
from several environmental organiza-
tions, including the League of Con-
servation Voters, that will use this as a
scored vote.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

LEAGUE OF
CONSERVATION VOTERS,

April 4, 2000.
Re Protect the Arctic National Wildlife Ref-

uge—Vote ‘‘YES’’ on the Roth Arctic Wil-
derness Amendment to the 2001 Budget
Resolution

U.S. SENATE,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR: The League of Conserva-
tion Voters (LCV) is the bipartisan political
voice of the national environmental commu-
nity. Each year, LCV publishes the National
Environmental Scorecard, which details the
voting records of members of Congress on en-
vironmental legislation. The Scorecard is
distributed to LCV members, concerned vot-
ers nationwide, and the press.

The League of Conservation Voters urges
you to protect the biological heart of the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge by sup-
porting an amendment offered by Senator
Roth (R–DE) to the 2001 Budget Resolution
that opposes opening the Refuge to oil drill-
ing. Currently the budget resolution assumes
revenues from drilling in the Refuge.

Some members of Congress are using the
current high price of gasoline as a pretext to
open the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to
oil drilling. The current price of gasoline in
no way justifies destroying this national
treasure. Development of the Refuge’s coast-
al plain will not impact oil supplies until far
into the future, and the amount of oil that
lies beneath it is minimal compared to our
national energy needs.

The Arctic Refuge is home to wolves, polar
bears, caribou and millions of migratory
birds. It is also the last 5% of Alaska’s vast
north coastline that remains off-limits to
the oil companies. And the Refuge plays an
integral part in the lives of the Gwich’in peo-
ple who depend on the seasonal migrations of
the caribou for both survival and cultural
identity.

Protecting the wilderness values of the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is one of the
top priorities of the national environmental
community. LCV urges you to vote ‘‘YES’’
on Senator Roth’s amendment to protect the
Arctic Refuge.

LCV’s Political Advisory Committee will
consider including votes on this issue in
compiling LCV’s 2000 Scorecard. If you need
more information, please call Betsy Loyless
in my office at (202) 785–8683.

Sincerely,
DEB CALLAHAN,

President.
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NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL,

April 4, 2000.
U.S. SENATE,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR: I am writing on behalf of
the more than 400,000 Natural Resources De-
fense Council (NRDC) members from across
the country to respectfully urge you to op-
pose any legislative provisions that would
open up the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
(ANWR) to oil exploration. As you know, the
FY 2001 Budget Resolution that the Senate
Budget Committee reported to floor includes
damaging language that assumes revenues
from oil drilling in the Arctic Refuge.

Under the guise of combating high gas
prices, some legislators are pressing to open
the Arctic Refuge’s 1.5 million-acre coastal
plain to oil exploitation. The coastal plain is
often called. ‘‘America’s Serengeti’’ because
of its abundant caribou, polar bear, grizzly,
wolf and other wildlife populations, and rep-
resents the last five-percent of Alaska’s Arc-
tic Slope not already open to development. It
would be ill-advised to open up our nation’s
Arctic wilderness for a questionable, short-
term supply of oil.

We respectfully encourage you to oppose
any bill or resolution that would open up the
last pristine wilderness in the Arctic to oil
and gas development, and urge you to sup-
port Senator Roth’s amendment to the 2001
Budget Resolution to strike Arctic Refuge
drilling revenues from the federal budget.

Sincerely,
JOHN H. ADAMS,

President.

NATIONAL PARKS
CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION,

April 4, 2000.

Re Oppose degradation of the Arctic Coastal
Plain

DEAR SENATOR: On behalf of our 400,000, the
National Parks Conservation Association
strongly urges you to oppose efforts to in-
clude projected revenues from oil drilling in
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge’s coastal
plain in the pending Budget Reconciliation
bill.

The Arctic coastal plain has long been rec-
ognized as a spectacular national gem be-
cause of its spectacular scenery and diverse
and abundant wildlife. The coastal plain
richly deserves its tag of ‘‘America’s
Serengeti,’’ as over 130,000 caribou of the
Porcupine herd migrate there every spring to
their calving grounds, and more than 300,000
snow geese are found there in the fall.

Attempts to open the coastal plain for
drilling for oil have reared their head in Con-
gress over the past three decades. Recent in-
creases in gasoline prices have renewed the
call to open the plain for oil production, re-
sulting in an ‘‘assumption’’ of revenue from
drilling in the Arctic Refuge in the Budget
Reconciliation bill.

Opening up the coastal plain would not be
a solution to the short-term increases in gas-
oline prices, nor would it address the na-
tion’s long-term energy strategy. In fact, the
United States Geological Service estimates
that even if oil were found in the coastal
plain, production would never meet more
than two percent of our nation’s oil needs at
any given time. This supply would hardly
justify the production facilities and related
infrastructure that would destroy the unique
character of the coastal plain.

Your support in opposing efforts to pro-
mote oil development and drilling in the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is critical.
Thank you for your attention to these con-
cerns.

Sincerely,
TOM KIERNAN,

President.

U.S. PUBLIC INTEREST RESEARCH
GROUP, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
STATE PIRGS,

Washington, DC, April 4, 2000.
DEAR SENATOR: The United States Public

Interest Research Group (U.S. PIRG) urges
you to support an amendment to the Budget
Bill to protect the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge. Senator Roth, the sponsor of the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge wilderness
bill, will offer an amendment today to strip
language from the Senate Budget bill that
would allow leasing and drilling on the
coastal plain of the Arctic Refuge.

The coastal plain is one of the last un-
spoiled areas left in the United States. Car-
ibou, muskoxen, wolves, polar, black and
brown bears, and thousands of migratory
birds rely on the pristine habitat the Refuge
provides. The annual migration of the 129,000
member Porcupine river caribou herd evokes
images of the long-gone buffalo herds of the
Great Plains. Most states, and a number of
nations in South America, throughout the
Pacific Rim and beyond are visited each year
by birds from the Arctic coastal plain.

The Arctic Refuge is also home to the
Gwich’in, the people of the caribou. The
Gwich’in have lived in and around the Ref-
uge for thousands of years. To them the
coastal plain is sacred. Oil drilling will dam-
age the coastal plain’s environment and
therefore jeopardize one of the last native
subsistence cultures in North America.

Allowing oil drilling and development in
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge would
destroy the wilderness, yet would do vir-
tually nothing to ease our energy problems
or lower gas prices. A national energy policy
that emphasizes energy efficiency, increases
auto fuel efficiency standards, and promotes
renewable energy would save more oil than
thought to be in the coastal plain, preserve
sensitive areas like the Arctic Refuge, and
reduce pollution.

U.S. PIRG urges you to support the Roth
Arctic amendment to the Budget bill and to
Save America’s Arctic.

ATHAN MANUEL,
Director, Arctic Wilderness Campaign.

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH,
1025 VERMONT AVE., NW,

Washington, DC, April 4, 2000.
DEAR SENATOR: On behalf of the thousands

of members of Friends of the Earth, we urge
you to support efforts by Senator ROTH (R–
DE) to protect the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge (ANWR) from being opened for oil ex-
ploration. Currently, the FY 2001 Budget
Resolution (S. Con. Res. 101) includes lan-
guage that assumes receipts from the sale of
oil leases in ANWR. Seismic exploration and
oil drilling in a national refuge is an unac-
ceptable short-term approach to the prob-
lems associated with the current oil crisis,
and one which would have long-term dev-
astating consequences.

ANWR encompasses 19 million acres of
pristine wilderness. Created by President
Dwight Eisenhower in 1960, ANWR is sanc-
tuary for nearly 200 species of wildlife in-
cluding polar bears, grizzlies, wolves, caribou
and millions of birds. The area under consid-
eration for oil exploration—a 1.5 million-acre
coastal plain—is referred to by many sci-
entists as the ‘‘biological heart’’ of the Arc-
tic Refuge and represents the last five per-
cent of Alaska’s Arctic slope not already
open to drilling. Though some maintain that
modern technology allows clean exploration,
many scientists have noted that today’s seis-
mic oil exploration, consisting of large crews
with bulldozers, ‘‘thumper’’ trucks, fuel sup-
ply vehicles and a variety of other tracked
vehicles, is even more damaging to the land-
scape than it has been in the past.

Drilling in ANWR would do little to reduce
U.S. dependency on foreign oil. In fact, the
U.S. Geological Survey has found that

ANWR would provide us with less than six
months worth of oil. A more responsible so-
lution to the problem is to develop and pro-
mote sustainable forms of clean energy.

We should not sell off this priceless wild-
life refuge for a short-term energy fix. Sup-
port Senator ROTH in his efforts to defend
the one of the few remaining natural treas-
ures in the United States.

Sincerely,
COURTNEY CURF,
Legislative Director.

THE IZAAK WALTON
LEAGUE OF AMERICA,

April 4, 2000.
DEAR SENATOR: At the IWLA convention in

19u8, IWLA members from all over the
United States passed a resolution in favor of
Wilderness protection for the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge. In June of 1978, I vis-
ited Anchorage, Valdez and Prudhoe Bay
with seven IWLA board members, as guests
of Arctic Power and the State of Alaska—
who wanted us to change our policy.

After a grueling four-day schedule, during
which our members interviewed hundreds of
Alaskans, we sat together quietly together
and unanimously agreed that our policy
should remain unchanged. Our decision was
reaffirmed by our 1998 convention. While we
did not presume to know what the future
might bring, and did not go so far as to say
that the Refuge should never be opened to oil
development, we were certain that it should
not be developed today.

Any oil from the Refuge will have an im-
perceptible impact on our nation’s depend-
ence on foreign oil. Almost any adjustment
in CAFE standards would do more. As time
passes and technology improves, more oil
can be recovered at significantly less impact
to the environment if it is indeed needed for
national security.

The 45,000 members of the Izaak Walton
League of America support full Wilderness
protection for the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge and oppose any oil development in
the Refuge at this time.

Sincerely,
PAUL W. HANSEN,

Executive Director.

SIERRA CLUB,
Washington, DC, March 17, 2000.

U.S. SENATE,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR: Oil prices are arising be-
cause OPEC—the cartel of oil exporting
countries—is manipulating the market to
drive up petroleum prices. Many in Congress
are seeking legislative redress for Americans
who face higher prices at the pump. But
some in Congress are using the oil price hike
to renew their call to open the coastal plain
of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil
and gas development. Consumers are seeking
answers, but drilling the Arctic Refuge is not
the solution.

America cannot drill its way to energy
independence. We import more than half of
our oil, 56% at present, and the United
States contains less than 3% of the world’s
known oil reserves. Any way you look at it,
increased domestic production does not add
up to energy independence. Though some say
the answer to our nation’s energy needs lie
below the surface of the coastal plain, the Si-
erra Club believes that this spectacular land-
scape should not be sacrificed.

No one knows how much, if any, oil lies be-
neath the coastal plain. In 1998, the United
States Geological Service (USGS) published
a determination of the mean estimate of eco-
nomically recoverable oil as 3.2 billion bar-
rels of oil. That’s less than a six-month sup-
ply at current consumption rates and even at
peak production, arctic oil would represent
only 2% of total U.S. daily demand.
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95% of Alaska’s vast North Slope is already

available for oil and gas exploration and
leasing. The coastal plain of the Arctic Ref-
uge represents the last 5% that remains off-
limits to drilling.

The coastal plain of the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge is America’s serengeti. Nes-
tled between the towering mountains of the
Brooks Range and the Beaufort Sea in north-
east Alaska, the narrow 1.5 million acre
coastal plain in the biological heart of this
untamed wilderness. It is home to unique
and abundant wildlife: wolves, polar bear,
musk ox and wolverine. A myriad of bird spe-
cies rely on the coastal plain for breeding,
nesting and migratory stopovers on trips as
far away as the Baja peninsula, the Chesa-
peake Bay, and even Antarctica. The coastal
plain is also the calving grounds for the
129,000 member Porcupine River Caribou
herd, which migrates over 400 miles each
year to this same place to give birth to their
young. It is a migration reminiscent of the
buffalo that once roamed the great plains.

It doesn’t matter how much or how little
oil may lie underneath the coastal plain.
Drilling the Arctic Refuge would be as short-
sighted as damming the Grand Canyon or
tapping Old Faithful. More drilling isn’t the
answer—reducing our dependency on oil is
the solution. America needs a long-term en-
ergy strategy that is based on conservation
and renewables, alternative energy sources,
and raising the Corporate Average Fuel
Economy standards for automobiles and
light trucks. Such a long-term strategy will
help America ultimately decrease its depend-
ency on oil and allow us to protect our na-
tional treasures like the Arctic Refuge for
future generations.

We urge you to oppose legislative attempts
to open the coastal plain of the Arctic Ref-
uge to oil and gas development. The Sierra
Club opposes S. 2214, Senator Frank Mur-
kowski’s development bill, and will strenu-
ously oppose attempts to insert arctic drill-
ing revenue assumptions in the Budget Reso-
lution.

Instead, we urge you to support a bill, S.
867, authored by Senator William Roth of
Delaware and cosponsored by 24 other Sen-
ators, that would grant permanent protec-
tion to the coastal plain of the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge. OPEC’s manipulation
of oil prices is no excuse to drill in our last
great wilderness. Thank you for your consid-
eration of this very important issue.

Sincerely,
CARL POPE,

Executive Director.

Mrs. BOXER. I also have a letter
written by the Ambassador from Can-
ada saying that it is very important we
support Senator ROTH’S legislation. I
ask unanimous consent to have that
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the letter
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

CANADIAN EMBASSY,
AMBASSADOR DU CANADA,
Washington, DC, April 3, 2000.

Hon. BARBARA BOXER,
U.S. Senate,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR BOXER, I am writing to ex-
press Canada’s concern with the proposal in
the budget under consideration by the Sen-
ate to seek revenues from prospective lease
sales in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge.
Any decision to proceed with oil and gas de-
velopment in the Arctic Refuge will have se-
rious implications for Canada.

Canada joins with many Americans in the
belief that opening up the Arctic Refuge to
hydrocarbon development will cause major

disruptions in the sensitive calving grounds
and will affect migratory patterns of the
Porcupine Caribou Herd on which thousands
of Canadian and American native peoples de-
pend.

In signing the 1987 Canada-United States
Agreement on the Conservation of the Por-
cupine Caribou Herd, both governments rec-
ognized the transboundary nature of these
wildlife resources and our joint responsi-
bility for protecting them.

In 1984, Canada gave permanent wilderness
protection to its portion of the caribou
calving grounds by creating the Ivvavik Na-
tional Park. The critical calving grounds in
the United States, however, do not have for-
mal protection and remain vulnerable to de-
velopment, as evidenced by the recent budg-
etary proposal.

Canada has consistently stated that the
best way to ensure the future of the shared
wildlife populations of the Arctic Coastal
Plain is to designate the ‘‘1002 Lands’’ as wil-
derness, thereby providing permanent, equal
protection on both sides of the border to
these irreplaceable living resources.

I very much appreciate your support for
wilderness protection for all of the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge. I hope that you
find Canadian views helpful in your delibera-
tions with your colleagues on this matter.

Yours sincerely,
RAYMOND CHRE

´
TIEN,

Ambassador.

Mrs. BOXER. They say we need to do
this in order to uphold our agreement
with Canada to protect the Porcupine
caribou herd which depends upon the
refuge for its survival.

In closing, I am very pleased to join
with Senator ROTH. I thank my rank-
ing member, Senator LAUTENBERG, for
being so supportive of this amendment
when I offered it in the committee. We
delivered every single Democrat for the
environment. I was proud of that. I was
very pleased we had an additional vote
in the committee from the Republican
side, Senator SNOWE. I thank her from
the bottom of my heart.

Again, this is a bipartisan issue. It
dates back to the Eisenhower adminis-
tration. Let us stand together across
party lines. Let us get rid of this $1.2
billion revenue. It is wrong to put it in
there because it is wrong to drill in
this refuge. It is wrong to put it in
there because it, frankly, isn’t going to
happen.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Will the Senator
from California yield?

Mrs. BOXER. I am happy to yield to
the Senator.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. L.
CHAFEE). The time of the Senator has
expired.

Mrs. BOXER. I am happy to yield on
your time.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I note that the
picture my friend from California iden-
tified—and that is an extraordinary
picture of the Brooks Range, as she
may not know—is nowhere near the
Coastal Plain, the 1002 area about
which we are talking. It is probably
somewhere between 80 and 100 miles
away. That is the wilderness we are
committed to support and does not rep-
resent at all the Coastal Plain which is
the issue before us.

Mrs. BOXER. We were given it from
people in your State supporting it.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. It is a beautiful
picture of Brooks Range, but it is not
the 1002 area.

Mrs. BOXER. They sent it directly
from your State.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I wouldn’t want
the Senate to be misled.

Mrs. BOXER. It comes from your
people from your State. If they were
misleading, I am surprised about that.

Mr. ROTH. I yield 5 minutes to the
distinguished Senator from Wisconsin.

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, the
budget resolution assumes revenues
from leasing the lands in the Coastal
Plain of the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge for oil drilling.

I, too, support the efforts of the sen-
ior Senator from Delaware to ensure
that drilling in the Arctic Refuge is
not used as a revenue assumption. I
have also long been a cosponsor of his
bill to designate the Coastal Plain of
the Arctic Refuge as a wilderness area.

Not only do I support this amend-
ment along with many Members of this
body, but also I support this amend-
ment along with Members of the other
body who have worked so hard on this
issue. I particularly recognize the ef-
forts of my colleague in the other body,
Mr. VENTO, who so long and so well has
led the fight to designate the refuge as
wilderness.

I am concerned this assumption obli-
gates Congress to decide whether or
not to drill on the Coastal Plain refuge
before we decide whether or not it
should be designated as wilderness.
Drilling on the Coastal Plain allows an
activity that is generally considered to
be incompatible with designated wil-
derness areas.

In addition, I am concerned about the
potential impact drilling would have
upon the existing wilderness, the area
that was just being discussed, existing
wilderness in the Arctic Refuge. Eight
million acres south of the Coastal
Plain are already designated as wilder-
ness. I want my colleagues to be aware
the drilling question does not only im-
pact our ability to make future wilder-
ness designations in the refuge but also
may impact areas that we have already
protected in the public trust.

I suggest even if the previous por-
trayal by the Senator from California
was of an area that is already pro-
tected, that is part of the point. Drill-
ing in this area could have an impact
on the already-protected area. I want
to speak to my colleagues who may be
considering allowing drilling in the ref-
uge in light of current high oil prices.
Supporters of drilling argue that the
Arctic Refuge has the potential of
yielding 16 billion barrels of oil. That
figure, I am afraid, represents the out-
side limit of probabilities for an assess-
ment area that includes the Arctic Ref-
uge, Coastal Plain, plus adjacent areas
where exploration has already taken
place. When you look at just the Coast-
al Plain, the correct low-probability
estimate of oil is 11.8 billion barrels of
undiscovered oil; 25 percent less than
the 16-billion-barrel figure. Moreover,
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USGS assigns a probability of 5 per-
cent, or 1 chance in 20, to the possi-
bility that a field of that magnitude
will be discovered. The mean estimate
for technically recoverable oil is con-
siderably lower, and the figure for oil
that is economically recoverable is
lower still. In fact, USGS concluded
that the refuge is capable of producing,
altogether, approximately 3.2 billion
barrels of oil. That is only one-fifth the
amount of oil we have heard might be
available.

If including this assumption in the
budget resolution may impair our abil-
ity to make a decision about the wil-
derness qualities of the refuge in the
future, and if the refuge does not con-
tain as much oil as we thought, why
are we considering drilling? Consider
this: Oil companies with an interest in
drilling in the refuge poured millions
of dollars of soft money into the coffers
of the political parties in 1999; millions
of dollars in just 1 year, and it was an
off-year election at that. I would like
to briefly call the bankroll on just a
few of the oil companies that would
profit from opening the refuge to drill-
ing so my colleagues and the public can
have a fuller picture of what is at
stake.

Last year, giant political donor At-
lantic Richfield, its executives and sub-
sidiaries, gave more than $880,000 in
soft money to the parties. The recently
merged Exxon-Mobil, its executives
and subsidiaries, gave more than
$340,000 in soft money in 1999. And in
1999, BP Amoco, the result of another
oil megamerger, gave over $361,000 in
soft money, along with its executives
and subsidiaries.

This is quite an influx of cash. In a
day and age where wealthy interests
drop $100,000 checks to the parties on a
regular basis, the huge donations of the
oil and gas industry are still remark-
able. As we examine this issue closely,
I think we have to keep the industry’s
donations and the resulting political
clout in mind as we debate this legisla-
tion.

As I have said, the facts do not point
toward drilling in the refuge. The ref-
uge does not contain as much oil as we
thought. What is more, including this
in the budget resolution may cause
problems down the road as we decide
about the wilderness qualities of the
refuge in the future.

For these reasons, I support the
amendment proposed by the Senator
from Delaware. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I
rise in strong support of the Roth
amendment.

Mrs. BOXER. Will the Senator yield
to me for 1 minute?

Mr. LAUTENBERG. I am happy to
yield.

Mrs. BOXER. If the Senator will
yield, I just got a call from the Alaska
Wilderness League. I want to tell Sen-
ator MURKOWSKI what they said. They
said that photograph was taken by a

biologist from the Alaska Fish and
Game Department, and it is from the
1002 area in the Coastal Plain. So that
biologist was contacted. I just wanted
to correct the RECORD. If Senator MUR-
KOWSKI wants to call that biologist, I
will get his name, but it is, in fact, a
photo——

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I would appreciate
it if the Senator will get his name so
we can contact him.

Mrs. BOXER. Adam Kolton is the in-
dividual who just talked to the biolo-
gist. I will get the phone number.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. He is a photog-
rapher for the Alaska Wilderness——

Mrs. BOXER. No, he got the picture I
showed from the area you disputed
from a biologist from the Alaska Fish
and Game, and he can provide you the
name of that individual.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. The photograph
was provided by whom?

Mrs. BOXER. A biologist from the
Alaska Fish and Game Department.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. They gave it to
you?

Mrs. BOXER. They gave it to your
people in Alaska, the Alaska Wilder-
ness League.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Thank you.
Mr. ROTH. I yield 10 minutes to the

Senator from New Jersey.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New Jersey.
Mr. LAUTENBERG. I thank the

chairman of the Finance Committee. I
congratulate Senator ROTH for this
amendment because this is not an easy
one for him to do. The fact of the mat-
ter is, there is an assumption that
there would be $1.2 billion in revenues
resulting from this. But the question
is, What is the appropriate thing to do?
Again, Senator ROTH, chairman of the
Finance Committee, knows only too
well how difficult it is to raise reve-
nues, but I wanted to make sure we do
the right thing.

So I am pleased to support Senator
ROTH’s amendment. It expresses very
clearly the sense of the Senate that
these provisions, those that allow drill-
ing in the ANWR, are not to be in-
cluded in this resolution.

The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
is the second largest wildlife refuge in
the United States. It takes in a lot of
territory, 19 million acres of moun-
tains, forests, wetlands, wild rivers,
tundra. It is home to a spectacular va-
riety of plants and animals—caribou
and polar bears, grizzly bears, wolves,
quantities of migratory birds, the
things that everyone of us would like
our children and grandchildren to be
able to see, to be able to believe that
the animals that were here when their
father or grandfathers or great grand-
fathers came on this Earth—that they
will be able to see them as well; not
just in picture books, but in real life—
grizzly bears and polar bears, wonder-
ful things.

A legacy is more important, frankly,
than some of the money we are talking
about to fund programs. The most im-
portant legacy we can leave our chil-

dren and our grandchildren is a natural
condition that enables them to see the
animals, see the forests, go fishing in
the streams, drink the water. That is
the issue. The presence of these migra-
tory birds, and grizzly bears, so many
other species, in a nearly undisturbed
state, have led some to call the area
America’s Serengeti.

I have been to the Serengeti and I
have been to the ANWR. I flew up there
right after the Exxon Valdez ran
aground. I was up there within 2 days
of the time the Exxon Valdez ran
aground. I was chairman of the Sub-
committee on Transportation, which
had the Coast Guard as one of its re-
sponsibilities. The Coast Guard air-
plane picked me up and flew me up
there immediately. I wanted to see
what was happening.

I will never forget the sight of that
oil sheen floating across Prince Wil-
liam Sound. By then, very good people
in our Government, the Forest Service
and others, were up there picking up
birds, seals—oil covered, couldn’t
breathe—on these tiny little islands,
put there by helicopters. It looked like
a dangerous assignment. But you could
see the reach of the oil just fingering
out all across Prince William Sound. It
was a devastating thing to see.

I was an environmentalist before I
came here and I still am. By environ-
mentalist I don’t mean I just con-
tribute to the environmental organiza-
tions or anything like that. I genuinely
love the environment. It is the one
thing that gives continuity through
the ages that perhaps we can protect.

The nearby Continental Shelf pro-
vides the coastal waters with a rich nu-
trient base, allowing the region high
productivity which in turn supports an
unusually wide variety of marine mam-
mal diversity—ANWR.

I flew across the ANWR in a single-
engine airplane when I was up on my
visit to Prince William Sound because
I wanted to see what the area was like.
What I saw were abandoned oil rigs in
an area called Dead Horse, the Prudhoe
Bay area.

I saw rusting derricks and abandoned
junk lying there. It was a pitiful blight
on that beautiful expanse of nature.

I then flew over the ANWR, this snow
desert. I saw signs of some animals. It
was a breathtaking sight. I then made
a pledge to myself that I would do
whatever I could to protect this pris-
tine area. I owed it to my children who
may never get up there to see it, but
they have a relationship with that area
that is inexplicable but nevertheless
real.

I returned from the South Pole in
January. I am not an adventurer, but I
am interested in what happens in our
world. I went down there to see what
was happening with climate change
and the National Science Foundation. I
went there to see whether or not there
were things we could discover about
our climate change and our environ-
ment about which we could do some-
thing.
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Scientists are still trying to search

out what it is that is causing the ice
melts in the South Pole that causes—I
address myself to Senator ROTH—a
piece of the ice continent to break up,
as they described it, twice the size of
the State of Delaware and before that a
piece the size of the State of Rhode Is-
land. The next thing we know, we are
going to see a piece floating out there
the size of Texas, and then we will hear
a squawk in here because that ice is
melting rapidly. Seventy percent of the
world’s fresh water is stored in the
South Pole.

I relate the North and South Poles to
our existence, and that environmental
paradise called ANWR is part of that.

Arctic ecosystems are delicately bal-
anced and are some of the most eco-
logically sensitive ecosystems in the
world. The harsh climate and short
growing season leave very little time
for species that have been harmed to
adequately recover. The system’s short
food chains make a loss of a portion of
the chain even more significant. This
delicate balance can easily be dis-
rupted by human intrusion.

Oil exploration threatens the eco-
systems that surround it through noise
pollution, air pollution, on and offshore
oil spills, and the destruction of the
natural habitat. We all remember the
horror of the Exxon Valdez spill—the
images of the birds and seals and other
animals covered in oil, their life lit-
erally being choked out of them. We re-
member the wide eyes on our children’s
faces as they watched the natural
beauty of Alaska being destroyed. We
saw it on television.

According to the Exxon Valdez Trust-
ee Council, many of the natural re-
sources injured in that spill still show
little, if any, sign of recovery. The dan-
ger is real. The Exxon Valdez spill took
place in 1989. There was a lawsuit
against Exxon. It was resolved in a
damage suit which awarded $5.3 billion.
Of that, $300 million has been paid—
$300 million in a $5.3 billion award.
That was over 10 years ago.

What restitution was given to the
fishermen and those who depend on the
area for their livelihood? What restitu-
tion was made to those species that
were endangered, whether it was ea-
gles, seals, ducks, you name it? Some
of them suffocated because of the film
of oil that covered their natural struc-
ture.

Here we are. That is what happens
when the environment is damaged.

We are all aware of the problems this
country is facing from higher oil
prices, and our people should not have
to pay for profiteering by OPEC, espe-
cially those people in the modest in-
come category who depend on oil to
heat their homes.

Prices at the pump have risen dra-
matically in the last year. My own
State of New Jersey was hit hard by ex-
tremely high prices for home heating
oil during a surprisingly cold winter, as
it was throughout the Northeast. The
occupant of the Chair who is from the

State of Rhode Island knows about
what we are talking.

We should use this wake-up call to
increase our efforts in conservation. I
have not heard two words about con-
servation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I
yield myself 10 minutes from the reso-
lution.

We have to talk about energy con-
servation. We have to work at it, and
we need the cooperation of everybody—
citizens, automobile manufacturers, all
of us. We need to be energy efficient
and explore the use of alternative
sources of energy, instead of just fall-
ing to: Well, let’s drill in the ANWR.

We should also strongly encourage
our friends in OPEC, as President Clin-
ton has, to significantly increase pro-
duction. I will tell my colleagues
straight out, I believe they owe it to
us. Although I think the increase that
was just enacted should have been larg-
er, I was slightly encouraged by
OPEC’s decision to increase production
which will help to stabilize our prices.

It is essential we continue our efforts
on this front, and I look forward to an-
other OPEC production increase at
their June meeting. We have to remind
the oil-producing nations in the Middle
East that when they dialed 911, we an-
swered the phone with over 400,000 of
our young people put on their soil to
defend Saudi Arabia and Kuwait and
the surrounding area. We placed our
young people in harm’s way to protect
what was interpreted to be a global in-
terest.

We sent our young people far from
home, into danger, causing a lot of dis-
ruption in their lives. We are still not
sure of the consequences of exposure to
a polluted environment. Our citizens
are suffering, and it is time for them to
return the favor. Friendship is a two-
way street. We have to ask for favors
as easily as we dole them out.

I am pleased to tell the American
people that some relief is in sight. I
look forward to more positive news in
June. What we cannot do is use this
situation as an excuse to endanger
even more of our dwindling natural re-
sources.

I speak as the ranking member of the
Budget Committee. While I disagreed
with the outcome of the budget resolu-
tion, the fact of the matter is, we
worked diligently to fashion a budget
resolution on which we could agree.

One of the things that passed with a
majority vote was to gain $1.2 billion
in revenues from drilling in ANWR.
Senator BOXER, so eloquent in her re-
sponse, reminds us that even in the
Budget Committee there was doubtful
about whether or not this source of
revenue ought to be allowed. It was an
11–11 tie. It took a bipartisan effort,
even though there was only one Repub-
lican. It is significant that this Repub-
lican Senator was voting with the
Democrats because that is almost a no-
no, as we say, but it happened.

Senator ROTH is making an earnest
appeal to save a wildlife preserve, na-
ture’s bounty, for all of us. It is not
simply an Alaskan problem, it is a na-
tional problem. It is a global problem,
and we must not allow that drilling to
take place.

I commend the Senator from Dela-
ware for his amendment. I hope my col-
leagues will support it. I yield the
floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

Mr. NICKLES. I ask my colleague
from Alaska to yield me up to 15 min-
utes.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I am happy to
yield my friend from Oklahoma 15 min-
utes.

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, first, I
want, one, to compliment my colleague
from Alaska for his statement on this
amendment.

I would like to make a couple com-
ments in general about our energy poli-
cies. There has been somewhat of an oil
shortage, so there has been an increase
in gasoline prices. A lot of Americans,
a lot of our constituents, have said:
Well, what are you going to do about
it?

Gasoline prices are going up. OPEC is
strengthening their hand. The adminis-
tration has sent Secretary Richardson
to go over and beg OPEC countries to
please increase their production.

Some of us on this side have com-
plained about the administration not
having an energy policy. I have tried to
correct them. I think the administra-
tion has an energy policy. I have
looked at and reviewed the Clinton-
Gore administration’s energy policy for
the last 7 years. It is fairly consistent.

In 1993, they came up with a Btu tax.
They were going to have a tax sur-
charge on Btu’s. In 1993 the Democrats
controlled both the House and the Sen-
ate, but that did not pass anyway. We
defeated it.

They did pass a gasoline tax increase.
As a matter of fact, Vice President
GORE broke the tie. They increased
gasoline taxes. You might think that
was for roads and highways and infra-
structure. No. It was for general reve-
nues. So they could spend more money
and it passed by one vote, the Vice
President’s vote. In addition, the ad-
ministration has done nothing to in-
crease domestic oil production. So our
reliance on imports has grown signifi-
cantly. It has grown very dramatically.

They did sign the Kyoto accord.
Though it is truly a treaty, they will
not call it a treaty and they have not
sent it to the Senate for ratification.
One of the reasons is, in the Senate we
had a vote of 95–5 that said we would
not ratify a treaty that was particu-
larly punitive to this country and did
not apply to many countries, ‘‘little’’
countries like China, Mexico, and
India. It is a very poorly thought out
agreement that Vice President GORE is
very proud of and that this administra-
tion wants us to comply with, but they
will not send it to us for ratification. It
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is the equivalent of increasing costs on
all fuels, particularly oil-related fuels.

The administration, likewise, has
had the policy of restricting access to
public lands as far as drilling. They
want to expand the moratorium on off-
shore drilling. That is the administra-
tion’s position.

Vice President GORE, in a political
speech in New Hampshire, said he
wanted to ban offshore drilling. I guess
that sells well in New Hampshire. But
that would mean our reliance on im-
ported oil would grow even more.

They have a policy, but their policy
has been a disaster. As a result of that
policy we are much more dependent on
foreign sources.

What has happened? I mentioned the
administration and the Secretary run-
ning around begging OPEC countries to
produce more oil.

Frankly, one of the biggest increases
in oil production of any country world-
wide is Iraq. What has the administra-
tion done with Iraqi oil? We have had
an embargo on Iraqi oil production
since the war in 1991 where we lost
about 147 American lives, where we
spent billions of dollars, where we had
550,000 troops in Iraq. We fought a war
to get Iraq out of Kuwait, to stop their
aggression, and their efforts to take
over not only Kuwait but probably to
expand throughout the Persian Gulf re-
gion. We stopped that.

We also wanted to stop their aggres-
sion in building weapons of mass de-
struction. So we set up a compliance
regime that said: We are going to have
onsite inspectors to make sure Iraqis
were not building nuclear weapons,
chemical weapons, or biological weap-
ons. We are going to enforce that.
Those inspectors are going to make
sure they are not building those weap-
ons so they could not continue to
threaten their neighbors.

Saddam Hussein threatened to burn
Israel with the use of chemical and bio-
logical weapons.

We had arms control inspectors, and
said: We are going to keep the strangle
hold on their exports, including oil, un-
less they allow an arms control regime.
We had arms control inspectors for
years in Iraq.

What has this administration done?
Year after year, the administration al-
lowed the Iraqis to produce more with
less access for inspectors.

Today, Iraq can produce all the oil it
wants, thanks to support from the
Clinton-Gore administration. And
there are no arms control inspectors—
none, zero—in Iraq today. None.

We have not had an arms control in-
spector in Iraq for over a year. Keep in
mind that we have bombed them. This
administration has bombed Iraq time
and time again. Yet, we have no arms
control inspectors there.

The real leverage, aside from bomb-
ing, was the fuel export valves. The ad-
ministration just said: Open up. As a
matter of fact, they just supported a
resolution that said: We want to assist
them in making their production fa-

cilities grow even more. So now they
are producing 700,000 barrels of oil and
we are going to help them produce a lot
more, but we still do not have one arms
control inspector in Iraq.

I think the administration’s policy
dealing with energy, dealing with Iraq,
has been a disaster.

What can we do? One of the things
the administration is supposed to be
doing is opening up ANWR.

I saw this beautiful picture shown by
my colleague from California of this
pristine area of the Alaska National
Wildlife Refuge. I do not doubt that it
is absolutely gorgeous. I have been
there where they are going to drill,
hopefully, eventually, in the ANWR
area, and it is not that picture, unless
it has changed dramatically—and I do
not see how it could in the area I saw.
Don’t get me wrong, I think Alaska is
one of the most beautiful States any-
where in the country. It is one of the
most beautiful places anywhere in the
world. It is beautiful, gorgeous. But
Alaska is a great, big State.

ANWR covers a lot of land. ANWR, is
approximately 19 million acres, about
the size of South Carolina, a little less
than about half the size of my State of
Oklahoma. That is ANWR, the Alaska
National Wildlife Refuge. That is a big
area: 19 million acres. That is a lot of
land. That is a big refuge. I am sure it
has some beautiful areas in it.

Where they are proposing to drill
comprises about 2,000 acres; and that
area is not at all like the picture just
shown. While most of Alaska is gor-
geous, this area is not the most
prestine.

Drilling can be accommodated there
without hurting the environment.
There are people who say: Wait a
minute. Drilling in Prudoe Bay, that
has been disastrous for the environ-
ment. Drilling in Endicott Field, which
is not too far away from there, has
been disastrous for the environment.

I disagree. That is not the case.
They say: Drilling in that area would

be bad for the caribou. That is not fac-
tually borne out. The caribou around
the Alaska oil pipeline has been a very
big plus. The only place we really have
not seen a lot of caribou is in the Alas-
ka National Wildlife Refuge; they are
all over by the Alaska oil pipeline.
There are a lot of caribou.

I am all for the caribou. I am strong-
ly in favor of wildlife development. We
have more visitors in the Oklahoma
Wildlife Refuge than any other wildlife
refuge in the country. We are proud of
it. It is a beautiful area and a treasure
in our state. I want to encourage that.
I want to encourage it in Alaska. But
you can do this in a sound, environ-
mental way, and also reduce our de-
pendence on foreign oil sources. We can
do this and increase production domes-
tically so we will not be so dependent,
so our Energy Secretary will not have
to have to hold a tin cup saying: Please
give us more.

We can do so much more. We can do
so much better. We can do it in an en-

vironmentally sensitive manner. We
can do it in a way that is compatible
with the caribou, compatible with wild-
life, compatible with all the beautiful
scenery that we have in Alaska, and
not do any damage whatsoever to the
environment.

We can have a more sensible, sane en-
ergy policy where we are not just
spending billions and billions of dollars
overseas. Our dependence on foreign
sources has grown so dramatically that
we are a lot more vulnerable than any-
one realizes.

We had shortages in 1973 and 1979. We
were importing something like 36 per-
cent in 1973. Today we are importing 56
percent. That number is growing every
year. We will be at two-thirds probably
in another 10 or 15 years.

We had shortages in 1973 when we im-
ported 36 percent. Today we are im-
porting 56 percent.

In 1979, we had a shortage, and the
shortage was significant. That meant
we had brownouts. That meant fac-
tories had to close. That meant there
were gas lines galore. People were lined
up. Their biggest problem was getting
through gas lines in their cars so they
could get to work, if their factories
were opened because there was an en-
ergy shortage.

We do not want to replay that. We do
not want to become that dependent.
Yet we are marching on a dependency
line that is unbelievable. We can do
things to prevent it.

One of things we could do is supple-
ment Alaska production, which has
been declining dramatically. I am sure
every person who has been speaking
about how bad it would be to drill in
ANWR would also be opposed to
Prudhoe Bay.

Prudhoe Bay was at one time pro-
ducing 2 million barrels of oil at its
peak. Today, it is declining. Now it is
down to about 1.2 million barrels of oil
a day and continues to decline. We
need to supplement that or else we will
have an even greater dependency. As
Alaska pipeline Prudhoe Bay produc-
tion continues to decline, our depend-
ency will only rise.

We can open up ANWR to help pre-
vent this. I urge my colleagues to
think about the future. It is going to
take years to get this on line, to allevi-
ate some of the shortages and curtail-
ments and dependency we will have 5
years from now, 10 years from now, 15
years from now. If we stay on this
present course, we will be importing 60
percent or 70 percent of our oil needs
and be very dependent, frankly, in
some cases on unreliable, unstable
sources such as Iraq, such as Iran, some
of the other Middle East countries that
may get mad at us for whatever reason.

Again, I compliment my colleague
from Alaska. I urge our colleagues to
vote no on the underlying amendment,
the ROTH amendment, tomorrow.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ENZI). The Senator from Nevada.
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Mr. ROTH. I say to the majority

whip, we have others waiting to offer
amendments. Have you completed your
time on this amendment? I ask the
Senator from Alaska.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask how much time remains on the
other side as controlled by Senator
ROTH?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Eleven
minutes under the control of Senator
ROTH.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. And I believe
there is an unlimited time, for all prac-
tical purposes, on the underlying
amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The time
remaining on the resolution is 10 hours
58 minutes.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. The division of
that time, Mr. President?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is all
under the control of the minority.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. And the remain-
ing time on this side relative to the
ROTH amendment?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Forty-
five minutes.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I think that may
clarify the time. I am sorry, but I did
not hear the question posed by the mi-
nority whip.

Mr. ROTH. I say to my friend from
Alaska, the majority whip put in a
quorum call. I was just saying that if
you have completed your discussion on
this amendment offered by Senator
ROTH, then we would go ahead and offer
another amendment. The majority
leader has told us to stay around until
we are down to about 81⁄2 hours. So that
is going to be another couple of hours.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I don’t intend to
yield back. Mr. President, I have not
addressed this matter yet. I yielded to
my colleagues on the other side, so I
am prepared to talk at some length.
But out of courtesy, if they want to
proceed, I will wait.

Mr. ROTH. We are anxious to hear
the Senator from Alaska.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, it
is always amusing to me to learn the
facts about my State, things I didn’t
know. I was 6 or 7 years old when my
family moved to Alaska, and I have
lived extensively throughout the State
and believe I have some knowledge of
facts and some knowledge of fiction.

I again refer to the picture my good
friend from California portrayed. Those
mountains are the Brooks Range. As
this will show you clearly, the Brooks
Range is an area we are committed to
protect. As a matter of fact, it is the
wilderness. The wilderness is not in
jeopardy, in spite of what we have been
led to believe by most of the speakers
who have never been to Alaska in spite
of the invitations extended over the
years.

There are 19 million acres, as my
friend from Oklahoma accurately
pointed out. What we have done with
this, the vision of Congress, was to es-
tablish both a wilderness and a refuge.
The wilderness is approximately 8 mil-
lion acres. The refuge is 9.5 million

acres, leaving this 1002 area, the Coast-
al Plain area, which has been referred
to as the Serengeti of North America.

Let me tell you what is in it because
no one has attempted to describe that.
I find that extraordinary. It is treeless.
It has no mountain. I think the hills
are 1,100, 1,200 elevation. But those are
found 20 to 30 miles from this coast. In
this area, there are 92,000 acres of pri-
vate native land. In the area of
Kaktovik, Kaktovik is a native village.
It has 223 residents and their attendant
housing, their schools, their stores,
their boats, their airstrips, their power
lines, a variety of other modern-day fa-
cilities. The military’s Barter Island
DEW Line radar station is also nearby.
It is hardly accurate to portray this
unique area as the Serengeti of North
America. It is unique, there is no ques-
tion about it.

Now there have been many state-
ments, and unfortunately there is just
not enough time to respond to all of
them. I think we should be sensitive to
recognizing the reality that OPEC is
watching this debate tonight. Saddam
Hussein is watching this debate to-
night. This debate addresses whether
we are committed to reduce our de-
pendence on imported oil or increase it.

The administration, when it made its
profound announcement that they had
been successful in convincing OPEC to
increase its production by 1.7 million
barrels, really left out a few inter-
esting facts. It wasn’t a net of 1.7 mil-
lion barrels. It was actually a net of
500,000 barrels. We know that because
OPEC had been committed to a produc-
tion level of 23 million barrels a day in
March 1999, but they had been cheat-
ing. They had been producing 24.2 mil-
lion barrels a day. So the acknowl-
edged difference between the an-
nounced 1.7 increase and the 1.2 cheat-
ing is only a 500,000 increase. To sug-
gest that is all going to the United
States is a fallacy. We get about 16 per-
cent of it. As a matter of fact, the
arithmetic suggests it is somewhere in
the area of 121,000 barrels of oil, which
is the amount, interestingly enough,
that is consumed in the greater Wash-
ington metropolitan area every day.
The percentage the United States
would get out of that 500,000 barrels is
somewhere in the area of 78,000 barrels
per day. So we don’t even stand still, if
you consider our increasing demand. It
is little or nothing in comparison to
what our needs are.

Consider some of the facts associated
with the lack of an energy policy in
this administration. You can’t help but
be overcome by the reality that we
have learned little from history. We
were 37-percent dependent in 1973.

We are 56-percent dependent on for-
eign oil. The administration acknowl-
edges that we are going to be about 64-
percent dependent on foreign oil by the
year 2015 to 2020. What does that mean
to the coastline of California, New Jer-
sey, or other areas where these tankers
are going to come? The oil is going to
come in, Mr. President. Well, it is esti-

mated that that will mean about 30
giant—foreign, I might add—super-
tankers, each loaded with about 500,000
barrels of crude oil, will have to dock
at U.S. ports every single day of the
year. That is about 10,000 ships—as I
have indicated, most are foreign flag—
unloading in our harbors each year. I
think this indeed creates a substantial
environmental risk because you are
not going to have many of these com-
panies having the deep pockets of
Exxon.

You speak of environmental issues.
Isn’t it better to promote development
domestically when we know the global
environment is going to be protected
than to encourage development from
Iraq or the Russian Arctic, where de-
velopment is done without regard to
the environment? Think about that,
Mr. President. Think about the envi-
ronmental community’s attitude. They
don’t care where the oil comes from, as
long as it doesn’t come from up here in
Alaska. If it comes from the Colombian
rain forest, that is OK. If it comes from
the dilapidated infrastructure of Rus-
sia, where there are leaks all over, no
environmental enforcement, that is OK
with them. It can come from Iraq, and
that is OK.

I find that very ironic. We lost 147
American lives over in Iraq in 1991. We
had nearly 300 wounded and 23 taken
prisoner. The American taxpayers paid
$10 billion to keep Saddam Hussein
fenced in; that is enforcing the no-fly
zone. We have military people sta-
tioned over there to ensure that he
doesn’t break out and invade Kuwait or
threaten Israel. Yet our newest and
fastest growing source of oil imports is
Iraq. It was 300,000 barrels last year; it
is 700,000 barrels this year.

I could go on and on, but clearly Sad-
dam Hussein takes this revenue—and
to suggest that he somehow uses it for
the benefit of his people is obviously
misleading. He uses it to keep the Re-
publican Guard, which, in turn, keeps
him in office—maybe keeps him alive,
for all we know. Do you know what else
he is doing, Mr. President? He is work-
ing with the North Koreans to build
missile technology. What kind of a
threat is that to Israel, or the United
States, or the free world, for that mat-
ter? We are rebuilding Iraq’s cash-flow,
which sustains their economy.

I happen to believe charity begins at
home when it comes to our energy se-
curity. We have the technology. We can
do it right. Let’s look a little bit at a
map of Alaska. Before we do, I see I
have a chart here that reflects Iraq’s
oil exports to the United States. The
exports were virtually nothing in 1997,
and now it is 700,000 barrels a day.
What the administration did the other
day regarding Iraq is, they had the De-
partment of Commerce lift the export
ban on technology, which will allow
Saddam Hussein and Iraq to increase
their production capacity. So the an-
swer of this administration to address
our energy needs is simply to import



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES2216 April 5, 2000
more oil. Don’t worry about any do-
mestic development, we will get our oil
from overseas.

There are a lot of politics in this
issue, the issue of the 1002 Area of the
Arctic Coastal Plain. The politics of
America’s extreme environmental com-
munity is evidence on this floor; it is
evidence with the pictures and with the
dialog and with the Members. I wish to
God the environmental community
would come to grips with reality and
recognize the dependence we have on
imports and what it is doing to our na-
tional energy security—come to grips
with it and help us develop domestic
energy sources with their recommenda-
tions, with attention to their environ-
mental concerns, and help us to do it
right.

So we attempted to do it right in
Alaska. The Congress has attempted to
do it right. We have 56 million acres of
wilderness in my State. As I have said,
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is
an area the size of the State of South
Carolina; it is 19 million acres. We have
set aside, as I have indicated, 9 million
acres in refuge, 8.5 million acres in a
wilderness. But Congress, in its wis-
dom, left this area aside to determine
its management status at a later time,
with the belief that the national en-
ergy security of the country might ne-
cessitate its development.

Let’s look at some factual pictures of
what is going on in the real Alaska.
Here is the real Alaska. Clearly, this is
not in the 1002 area because there is no
exploration activity allowed there. But
I defy you, Mr. President, or any Mem-
ber in this body, to look at this area
and see any difference—you can see the
ocean out here—but any difference
with the general area of the Coastal
Plain in the wintertime. This is a
tough area, with winter 8 months of
the year.

We have heard a lot about pipelines
and a lot about gravel roads. This is
the technology that is used in Alaska
today. That is an ice road there. It is
built up with ice and snow, and some-
times water is added. This is a drill
pad. That is a factual picture of the
technology used today. Let me show
you what it looks like in the summer-
time on the tundra with that same well
capped. That is it. That technology is
utilized in Alaska today because it is
the right thing to do. It is the environ-
mentally compatible thing to do. You
will not see that in any other oil field
in the world. It is a long winter up
there, Mr. President.

We have capabilities, obviously, to
address some of the wildlife concerns
we have heard so much about tonight.
Well, you have seen this before. This is
a picture in Prudhoe Bay, but you
would never know the area from the
Coastal Plain, with the exception of
the pipelines in Prudhoe Bay. Here are
three bears going for a walk, walking
on the pipeline where it is warm. It
sure beats walking on the snow. No-
body is shooting those bears; nobody is
running them down.

We have a picture of some caribou.
We have heard a lot about them from
our experts who have never been to
this area. This is in Prudhoe Bay. This
is an oil field, and this is 35-year-old
technology. These are some live car-
ibou. I can assure you that those are
not stuffed, like some of the conversa-
tion we have heard tonight. This is fac-
tual.

We have a herd of Caribou called the
Porcupine herd and a legitimate con-
cern about that herd because the
Gwich’in people are dependent on it. It
is kind of interesting to look at the
history of this because as you look at
Alaska, you also have to look at Can-
ada because we abut. We have an inter-
esting issue here. The Canadians, about
20 years ago, were very interested in
drilling in the Mackenzie Delta,
thought there was a great opportunity
for oil and gas. So they drilled some 89
holes here in this area on the
Mackenzie Delta, and they also built a
highway called the Dempster Highway.
The interesting thing is that this line
on the map represents the path of the
Porcupine caribou herd. Not only has it
maintained its general stability during
the time these areas were drilled ex-
tensively by the Canadians, but the
caribou cross the highway. Now, it is
not the beltway—I grant you that—but
it is a highway that goes up into the
Canadian Arctic. They wander into
Alaska and go into the Yukon, where
the Gwich’ins make a substantial take
for subsistence purposes.

It is significant that these animals
are adaptable; if you don’t shoot them
or run them down with a snowmachine,
they can flourish. Now we have heard
from the Senator from California, men-
tioning a letter from the Canadian Am-
bassador opposing development of the
1002 area. Yet they thought it was OK
to drill their area. Maybe they are in a
little competition between Canada and
the United States for energy. We buy a
lot of energy from them—a lot of elec-
trical energy—particularly in the
Northeast corridor. They are happy to
do that; Alberta is happy to sell us gas.
Maybe they don’t want us to compete.
I wonder if that could be the motiva-
tion of the Canadian Ambassador.

As we look at our concern over the
Porcupine caribou herd, it is legiti-
mate and the people associated in these
areas are legitimately concerned. But
we have been able to protect the car-
ibou in Prudhoe Bay with 30-year-old
technology. The herd has grown from
3,000 when development began to over
18,000 caribou. You can’t take a gun in.
You can’t shoot them.

It is the technology that we have
going for us now that offers us such a
tremendous opportunity to develop
this resource. If we were back before
this body some 30 years earlier, we
would have heard the debate on the ap-
propriateness of opening up Prudhoe
Bay. Prudhoe Bay was the largest oil
discovery in North America, and it still
is. There was a great deal of debate
over how to develop it, and what the

impact would be, because to get this oil
out, we had to build an 800-mile pipe-
line across the length of Alaska.

We have a chart for those of you who
wonder where that might be. It runs
from the Arctic Ocean clear down
through Fairbanks on to Valdez, where
the oil is then shipped down to the
west coast where it is primarily proc-
essed.

We had a terrible accident. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey was there. He
knows that tanker ran aground in a
101⁄2 mile wide channel with absolutely
no excuse. But the accident happened.
But that wasn’t the fault of the pipe-
line. That wasn’t the fault of the oil
field. It was a human error involving a
supertanker, and it was inexcusable.

But the reality is we have been able
to build this pipeline. It has withstood
earthquakes. It has been shot at. It has
been dynamited. It is one of the won-
ders of the world.

But 35 years ago or so, when we were
arguing about this issue, we had the
same arguments we have today. The
doomsayers were saying: You are going
to build a pipeline, a hot pipeline. It is
going to take hot oil and pump it
through a permafrost area; because
that is what the Arctic is—permafrost,
frozen ice and ground. That hot pipe-
line is going to melt the ground. You
are going to lose the foundation. Your
pipeline is going to break.

It didn’t happen.
They said this 800-mile pipeline is

going to be a fence across your State,
an 800-mile fence. Your moose, your
caribou, your animals are not going to
be able to cross. It is going to be a ca-
lamity. It didn’t happen.

There is nearly 1,000 miles of Arctic
coastline. It is all unique and very
much all similar. You look for oil. You
find it where you are most likely to
find it. The geologists simply tell us
that the 1002 Area of the Coastal Plain
is the area where we are most likely to
make a major discovery; The USGS
says 16 billion barrels.

Let me tell you something to factor
in because we have heard so much rhet-
oric around here tonight.

For Prudhoe Bay, the recovery esti-
mates were 9 billion to 10 billion bar-
rels. Prudhoe Bay has been producing
some 23 years. We have produced over
12 billion barrels, and we are still pro-
ducing. It is estimated that we will
probably produce for another decade,
or maybe two, because the technology
is such that we can get greater recov-
ery.

When you talk about estimates, you
had better be realistic. If there is no oil
up here, nothing is going to happen, ex-
cept you might have a lease sale. You
might get a substantial payment from
the oil companies that are prepared to
bid on it. That is the risk they take.

We don’t know what is up there. But
the geologists say it is the most likely
area for a major discovery. That is why
Congress, in its wisdom, set this area
aside for Congress to address and re-
solve at a later time. That is why we
are here.
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The Budget Committee took action

because we have a crisis in this coun-
try. If you do not believe it, ask the
Secretary of Energy. He went over to
the OPEC countries. He said: We have
an emergency. You know what they
said: We are having a meeting on
March 27. He said: No. You don’t under-
stand, its an emergency. We sent 35,000
troops over here. We fought a war to
keep Saddam Hussein out of Kuwait.
We lost American lives. We need help
now. We need more oil production in
those countries. You know what they
told him: We are having a meeting on
March 27. They stiffed him.

He went to Mexico. He told the Mexi-
cans: We need more production. Mexico
said: Fine. But where were you when
oil was $11, $12, and $13 a barrel, and
our economy was in the sack?

We have an emergency. If we don’t
take steps now to recognize our in-
creased dependence on imported oil,
one wonders when we will. What is
going to happen to the security of this
Nation from the standpoint of energy
as we become more dependent on im-
ports, more dependent on Iraq, and
more dependent on OPEC?

Those are the realities we face today.
Let’s take a look at something that

is very unpleasant. I hate to show you
this. But this is a terrible picture that
ran all over America when Saddam
Hussein was defeated and when he set
the oil fields of Kuwait on fire.

You talk about environmental deg-
radation. That is it. Here you see
Americans over there trying to put out
the fires and stop the environmental
damage. You can see the burning wells
behind him. This is reality. This is the
kind of individual and the type of coun-
try and leadership on which we are now
depending for our energy security.

I find it outrageous and inexcusable.
I am very critical of the environmental
community that condones oil coming
from a tyrant, one who left an environ-
mental scar of the magnitude that Sad-
dam Hussein left in Kuwait.

Let’s look at a couple of others be-
cause they are all bad. The only prob-
lem is that they get worse. How we can
continue to be misled, if you will,
through complacency associated with
our dependence on Iraq is beyond me.
Here we see the burning wells and the
terrible mess that was left. Look at the
Americans working in those condi-
tions.

This Senator is not going to stand by
and support increased dependency on
Iraq when we clearly have an adminis-
tration whose only policy is more im-
ports. Give us more; give us more. It is
like an addiction. It is pathetic.

You almost forget. And you can very
easily forget that we are dependent on
oil for transportation. Our truckers
came to Washington, DC, and expressed
themselves. They can’t pass on the
price. Look at your airline tickets. You
pay a surcharge now. The consumer—
the mom taking the kids down to the
soccer game—is facing nearly $1.85 or
$2 a gallon. It shoots a pretty big hole

in a hundred dollar bill if she has a
sports utility vehicle, and many of
those aren’t paid for.

But go a little further. Our farmers
are getting geared up for planting sea-
son. What is the cost of that going to
be relative to their productivity? Can
they pass it on?

It multiplies. What do the farmers
use? They use fertilizer. What is fer-
tilizer made of—urea. It comes from
gas and oil. The multiplier is there.

Look at our balance of payments.
One-third of the $300 billion is the cost
of imported oil.

Every time oil goes up $10, inflation
goes up half of 1 percent. There are a
lot of uneasy people out there.

This single issue today is going to
send a signal about whether we are se-
rious about alleviating our dependence
on imported oil and are going to do
something about it.

I have heard statements that it will
take a while. Yes, it will take a while.
President Clinton vetoed ANWR the
last time it went down to the White
House. That was in 1995. We would
know today if we had oil there. We
would be on our way to production.

One of the things that bothers me
about the environmental community is
they sell American technology and in-
genuity short. We can do it better. We
can make a smaller footprint, given
the opportunity. And we have that op-
portunity before the Senate today.

We have heard conversations about
oil exports. There has been oil exported
because there has been excess capacity
on the west coast up until a short time
ago. Those who don’t recognize and un-
derstand oil, unfortunately, don’t know
that oil used to move through the Pan-
ama pipeline, and prior to that in
smaller ships through Panama, and to
the gulf coast to be refined there. That
changed when Venezuela came on pro-
duction. So we had an excess on the
west coast, a modest excess.

Now with the takeover of Arco by BP
Amoco and the divestiture of the Arco
Alaska properties to Phillips, which
has refineries, there will not be a sur-
plus. There will not be a surplus be-
cause BP will now have refineries on
the West Coast. I ask unanimous con-
sent to have printed in the RECORD a
letter from BP indicating they have no
plans to export oil, once the contracts
for the current month expire.

As I understand, Phillips has no in-
tention of exporting oil. That is a
bogus argument.

How much time remains on our side?
The PRESIDING OFFICER. There re-

mains 17 minutes.
Mr. MURKOWSKI. If the Senator

from New Mexico desires some time, I
will yield.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
thank the distinguished chairman of
the Energy and Natural Resources
Committee. From the first knowledge
we had that the OPEC cartel plus their
friends had dramatically decreased pro-
duction, thus having this terrible im-
pact on American energy costs, Sen-

ator MURKOWSKI has been trying every
day, every time he could, to tell us we
are doing things exactly the opposite of
what we ought to be doing for Amer-
ica’s future. I compliment him. He has
a lot of people wondering about what
we are up to. Frankly, I would like to
add a little bit to that.

While the United States grows more
dependent upon foreign crude oil, we
have an administration that, from the
first day they went in office until
today, has been engaged in seeing to it
that the United States produces less
oil—not more—from our own lands by
overt, conscious acts of withdrawing
real estate that we own as a nation on
which to explore for oil and gas, to a
constant insistence that we cannot
solve the little, tiny problem of what
do we do with nuclear waste, which
every country in the world except
America has solved. They have solved
it at least for 50 to 100 years.

We sit around acting as if we can
continue to be dependent upon the very
limited sources of energy for this great
country’s future. I will give a couple of
facts about what has happened to the
American energy economy, the produc-
tion of oil in America, by Americans
for Americans. In 1990, there were
405,000 jobs in America in the explo-
ration and production of oil and gas. As
of last year, there were 293,000, a 27-
percent decline in people employed in
the exploration and production of oil
and gas in America. When you reduce
the number of people involved in oil
and gas exploration by 27 percent,
there has been something consciously
happening that says we will produce
less in America.

Ten years ago, there were 657 rigs
working on oil exploration in the
United States. Everybody understands
what that is. Now there are fewer than
175. We did something wrong. Some-
body would stand up from the adminis-
tration and say: The cartel had some-
thing to do with that; they lowered the
price of oil. But we didn’t have a policy
that said to our companies, in spite of
that, we will help you explore for more.
As a matter of fact, we had the oppo-
site policy.

New refineries in the United States:
It used to be, if you could have an oil
refinery and attach to it all the refined
products that go with it, you would be
delighted. It would employ your people.
They are high-paying jobs. Guess what.
In the United States, while we grow de-
pendent, here we are with not a single
new refinery built in the United States
since 1976. That means we have decided
other countries ought to produce the
refined products we need and we ought
to have such strict requirements that
it is impossible for Americans to build
them with American money and Amer-
ican workers to produce more refined
products in our country—the opposite
policy we ought to have.

If we had another time and another
day, we could discuss why Americans
will not invest in oil refineries in the
United States. I can tell you one of
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them, and I will use three initials for
starters—the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency of the United States. Un-
reasonable restrictions, costing bil-
lions of dollars, that any neutral party
would say are unreasonable, we impose
them. When they can pay for them,
they do; when they cannot pay any
longer, they say: We will not refine
anymore; we will do it somewhere else.

There are Federal lands available for
exploration. I suggest we have done it
exactly the wrong way since this Presi-
dent has been in office. We have taken
lands out of production because we
have this kind of whimsical idea, if
they are public lands, we sure don’t
want to find an oil rig out there. In
fact, it is an attitude. We have to put
up with oil rigs, but we really don’t
want them, even though it is ‘‘black’’
money for American workers. It is oil
for American cars. It is America’s in-
vestment. But it is like public domain.
Man, we ought to just save that and
forget about this dirty business of pro-
ducing oil. That is America’s policy
today.

I wish I could share with you, al-
though I don’t have the notes, how
many thousands and thousands of acres
we have taken out of production, out of
development, because of what I have
been explaining for the last 3 or 4 min-
utes.

That leads us to tonight. In the past,
I have heard Senators on the floor of
the Senate talking about their States
with great enthusiasm, great concern
about what is happening to their
States. I will tell you why FRANK MUR-
KOWSKI and Senator TED STEVENS are
concerned. If we were to produce oil in
ANWR on one one-hundredth of 1 per-
cent of the land, 2,200 acres is what we
would need to explore for oil in a mod-
ern way and produce it in ANWR.

That would produce 16 billion barrels
of oil, produced by Americans, Amer-
ican workers, American oil for Ameri-
cans. What does that mean in dollars?
It means one-half trillion. Think of
that, I say to the Senator from Wyo-
ming. In the State of Wyoming, we
have oil locked up. It is worth half a
trillion for your workers, for your com-
panies, for your businesses, and we are
locking it up for the reasons Senator
MURKOWSKI stated, that we wanted to
lock up Prudhoe Bay.

We found none of the predictions
about Prudhoe Bay were true, and none
of them will be true about this one ei-
ther. But it is as if we are kind of eco-
nomically arrogant. We are so powerful
and so strong that we do not have to
worry about American oil for American
people, produced by Americans, used
for American cars. We just have to say
this little tiny piece of property, just a
strip of ANWR that you could go and
explore to find out if it is there and
then insist they advise the Congress if
there is any environmental damage—
they will not let us do that.

I submit we ought to vote on this. I
also submit anyone who votes no on
this ought to be asked: What do you

think America’s future is? More oil
from the cartel or less?

With that, I yield to the distin-
guished Senator from Alaska. I thank
him.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
yield myself whatever time is remain-
ing because I believe we will have some
time tomorrow. Might I ask how much
time remains on our side?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has 8 minutes.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I will yield to the
other side at this time, if they care to
continue the debate,

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, if
I might have a parliamentary review
for just a moment, I heard the distin-
guished Senator from Alaska ask if
this debate could not be continued to-
morrow. It is my understanding that,
once the time is used on both sides, the
proponent’s and opponent’s, that time
is exhausted and there will not be fur-
ther opportunity to discuss this tomor-
row.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That was
true for the amendment of the Senator
from West Virginia. But there have
been no subsequent agreements.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. We are talking
now about the amendment of the Sen-
ator from Delaware.

Mr. REID. Will the Senator from New
Jersey yield?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There
has been no agreement in regard to the
amendment of the Senator from Dela-
ware.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. So, as it pres-
ently stands, the time once used to-
night, unless agreed to by unanimous
consent for an extension, will not be
available?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is
no such agreement on this particular
amendment.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. There is no
agreement. May I be precise? We are
talking about 2 hours that was avail-
able for the delivery of the amend-
ment, and an hour—and time for oppo-
sition, equally divided; is that right?
Two hours?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There
are 2 hours on this amendment.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Right. And the
time used by the proponents and oppo-
nents as described by the Parliamen-
tarian—there is some 7 or 10 minutes
for each side? What is the present situ-
ation?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska has 8 minutes, the
Senator from Delaware has 11 minutes.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. So once those 19
minutes are consumed, this discussion
is over and cannot be brought tomor-
row?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If they
are consumed tonight, that is correct.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. I just wanted to
let the Senator know.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I ask the Presi-
dent, if they are not consumed tonight,
what is the disposition of the time?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. For them
not to be consumed tonight would take
unanimous consent.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Unanimous con-
sent to——

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Have
them over until tomorrow.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Is there any rea-
son why it would not be consumed to-
night?

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
indicated my interest in reserving the
remainder of my time until tomorrow.
I would propose that at this time.

Mr. REID. Objection.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard.
Mr. MURKOWSKI. Therefore, it is

the ruling of the Chair, as I understand
it, the time in opposition to the Roth
amendment must be fully utilized to-
night or given up?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is
correct.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. We have a little
more time, I believe. I defer to the
other side prior to taking up more of
my time.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. If I may, I ask
the Senator from Delaware if I can
have 5 minutes of the time?

Mr. ROTH. I yield 5 minutes to the
Senator from New Jersey.

Mr. DOMENICI. Could I say to the
distinguished Senator from Alaska,
there are only two ways I can think of
that he could save his time: We could
close up shop right now, and we are not
going to do that, so there is an hour on
each side. You could get consent, and
you tried and haven’t gotten that. So
anybody offering an amendment to-
night has an hour on each side if they
want to use it. If they want to yield it
back, they can yield back. Any amend-
ment to an amendment has a half-hour,
and we go that way until we finish to-
night.

I can tell you, I think you made as
good an argument tonight as you can
make. I don’t think there are many
votes going to be changed. I already
complimented you immensely. I do it
again.

There will be 2 minutes before the
vote. They will be in your control.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I yield. If the Sen-
ator from New Jersey has been recog-
nized, I will keep my remaining time
and use it tonight.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. I have asked for
5 minutes from the Senator from Dela-
ware, which has been yielded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I
have listened carefully to the debate
presented by my distinguished col-
leagues on the other side who are for
drilling in ANWR: Don’t worry about
it. After all, look at what happened in
these other places. They are drilling
foreign oil for consumption by Ameri-
cans. We have lost so many jobs in the
oil fields.

I will tell you about those jobs in the
oil fields. You tell me where there is a
shortage of jobs in this country, and I
will tell you where they can get em-
ployed immediately. Tell me where
there are people looking for work, I
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will tell you where they can get em-
ployed immediately.

The fact is, yes, we are importing
more oil. We ought not to be. I am no
different than anybody else when we
talk about those who owe us a respon-
sibility to make sure we have the prod-
ucts that we helped save when we sent
our young people to war in 1990 and
1991. We cannot disagree about that.
One is not less patriotic than the
other. This is not a question of loyalty.
This is a question of how the world
functions.

Right now, those of us in the environ-
mental community say we ought to be
cautious about the use of our precious,
pristine wildlife areas. I heard the Sen-
ator from Oklahoma say—I do not
want to mimic what he said, but he did
say: Well, that area that is reserved for
drilling, some 2,000 acres, is not so
pretty anyway.

It was hard for me to believe my
ears. What do you mean it is not so
pretty anyway? We have some areas in
our country that are not so pretty that
attach to areas that are beautiful. It is
the not-so-pretty areas that help keep
the pretty areas, and those that are es-
sential for our existence as a species,
the human species, to function. So we
cannot dismiss it like that.

With all of the best intentions of
managing the way we transport our oil
and we explore for it, it is all subject to
human frailties. If we have had a pipe-
line that has worked well for lots of
years, I salute it. But, remember this,
in 1989 when the Exxon Valdez ran
aground—and it was human error,
there is no doubt about that but you
cannot remove it. We lost a spaceship
with our precious astronauts aboard
because of some human error. These
things do not happen without human
intervention. We cannot dismiss this
and say: Don’t worry about it; every-
thing will be all right. We will take
care of it.

I say that is not so.
I wish we could get all our Senators

to do a flyover of the ANWR. I guar-
antee there would be a majority voting
the other way, saying do not drill there
unless there is no other way in the
world for us to survive.

We have other sources of oil, other
sources of energy being considered and
developed. There is work going on in
Azerbaijan. You know, when it is said
we should only consume American oil
to the extent we need oil, I do not be-
lieve that is necessarily so.

I would rather save that reserve.
Heaven forbid if we need it some day in
the future. I would like to bring it in
from other sources. There are minerals
in this country which we do not mine
anymore because it is cheaper and bet-
ter on the environment to import some
of those minerals. That is the way
things go.

We have become a profligate society
in our use of energy. We have SUVs
popping up everywhere. The auto-
mobile companies do not mind making
them. The workers of those automobile

companies do not mind working there.
The guys who work in the gas sta-
tions—whether the oil comes from
Saudi Arabia or from Oklahoma or
Texas—do not mind their jobs. They
have businesses that are based on sup-
plying that energy.

We are a society that is overblown
with riches, and we are using whatever
energy we want. We consume fresh air
with congestion. There are more cars
out there than we know what to do
with, but that does not stop us from
using our cars.

We are saying, as long as we are prof-
ligate, just wasting it, let’s get it; let’s
go up to the ANWR and drill in that
pristine area described in different
fashions as beautiful or not so beau-
tiful or the home for some of the ani-
mals; they will survive anyway.

I say do not take the risk. I would
rather see us practice conservation,
which we have not done in this society
of ours. I have not heard anybody—I
am talking about either from the ad-
ministration presently in power or any
of us—talk about conservation pro-
grams: Save it, don’t just use it; save it
if you are concerned about it. But no,
look at the traffic lines. Nobody wants
to save oil.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. I take 5 minutes
off the resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is recognized for an additional 5
minutes.

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, as
to this debate about whether or not it
is American jobs, Americans, thank
goodness, are working at jobs that are
productive and have given us the
strongest economy ever seen in the his-
tory of mankind. We ought to reduce
our dependence. I agree with my
friends on the other side, but that does
not mean we have to go to a source
that raises questions about our ability
to preserve the environment.

I said it before, when I think of my
children, one of the most important as-
sets I see in this country is a good en-
vironment, good natural resources.
Even if they never get to visit Alaska,
I have done it. I do not want to be a
‘‘Johnny’s been all over the place,’’ but
I was also in Kuwait. I saw the situa-
tion the Senator from Alaska de-
scribed. I was in an airplane several
thousand feet in the air. The wind-
shield was covered with soot from the
burning oil fields. It was a terrible
waste of lives and energy, but it hap-
pened.

What we have to do is make sure our
allies, the people whom we worked to
save, understand what we mean when
we call on them to help us through a
crisis. I could not agree more with my
friends on that score. I believe we
should have gotten much tougher than
we did.

I had an occasion to speak to a dip-
lomat from one of the Mideast coun-
tries. I said: Do you know what you are
doing? You may make a better profit

right now, but you are alienating the
American people, and you are not
going to recover from that so easily.
Do not depend on us when you issue an
alarm—‘‘help save our skins; help save
us.’’ Some of them went to other coun-
tries to enjoy themselves when we did
the fighting. That is not going to hap-
pen easily again.

The Senator from Delaware, the
chairman of the Finance Committee,
and some of the friends on the Repub-
lican side, including Senator SNOWE,
who voted with Senator BOXER on pro-
tecting the ANWR—there was a com-
mentary in the Washington Post from
someone who cannot be declared a
cockeyed liberal or crazy environ-
mentalist. I will read the quote before
I identify who it is:

I totally agree that the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge is a truly unique pristine
ecosystem, and I believe we should not dam-
age it. It should be set aside in wilderness
designation in perpetuity, Smith wrote to
the New Hampshire Citizens for Arctic Wil-
derness.

That is Senator BOB SMITH, someone
we know well, who is chairman of the
environment committee, and we are
hearing from the chairman of the Fi-
nance Committee that we ought not do
this. These are people who deserve to
be heard, and we know there are other
people in the Republican Party who
agree with us. We are going to find out
when we put this to a vote. The vote
will come sometime tomorrow.

I hope we will close this debate at
this point. While everything to be said
has been said, not everybody has said
everything. I yield back any time I re-
quested from the resolution which I did
not use.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair recognizes the Senator from
Delaware.

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I yield my-
self such time as I may use.

I ask unanimous consent to print in
the RECORD letters I have received
from many organizations which are
concerned about the environment and
support my amendment. These include
the Wilderness Society, Republicans
for Environmental Protection, the Na-
tional Parks Conservation Association,
Friends of the Earth, the League of
Conservation Voters, and the National
Resources Defense Council.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH,
Washington, DC, April 4, 2000.

DEAR SENATOR: On behalf of the thousands
of members of Friends of the Earth, we urge
you to support efforts by Senator Roth (R–
DE) to protect the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge (ANWR) from being opened for oil ex-
ploration. Currently, the FY 2001 Budget
Resolution (S. Con. Res. 101) includes lan-
guage that assumes receipts from the sale of
oil leases in ANWR. Seismic exploration and
oil drilling in a national refuge is an unac-
ceptable short-term approach to the prob-
lems associated with the current oil crisis,
and one which would have long-term dev-
astating consequences.

ANWR encompasses 19 million acres of
pristine wilderness. Created by President
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Dwight Eisenhower in 1960, ANWR is a sanc-
tuary for nearly 200 species of wildlife, in-
cluding polar bears, grizzlies, wolves, caribou
and millions of birds. The area under consid-
eration for oil exploration—a 1.5 million-acre
coastal plain—is referred to by many sci-
entists as the ‘‘biological heart’’ of the Arc-
tic Refuge and represents the last five per-
cent of Alaska’s Arctic slope not already
open to drilling. Though some maintain that
modern technology allows clean exploration,
many scientists have noted that today’s seis-
mic oil exploration, consisting of large crews
with bulldozers, ‘‘thumper’’ trucks, fuel sup-
ply vehicles and a variety of other tracked
vehicles, is even more damaging to the land-
scape than it has been in the past.

Drilling in ANWR would do little to reduce
U.S. dependency on foreign oil. In fact, the
U.S. Geological Survey has found that
ANWR would provide us with less than six
months worth of oil. A more responsible so-
lution to the problem is to develop and pro-
mote sustainable forms of clean energy.

We should not sell off this priceless wild-
life refuge for a short-term energy fix. Sup-
port Senator Roth in his efforts to defend
the one of the few remaining natural treas-
ures in the United States.

Sincerely,
COURTNEY CURF,
Legislative Director.

NATURAL RESOURCES
DEFENSE COUNCIL,

New York, NY, April 4, 2000.
U.S. SENATE,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR: I am writing on behalf of
the more than 400,000 Natural Resources De-
fense Council (NRDC) members from across
the country to respectfully urge you to op-
pose any legislative provisions that would
open up the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
(ANWR) to oil exploration. As you know, the
FY 2001 Budget Resolution that the Senate
Budget Committee reported to floor includes
damaging language that assumes revenues
from oil drilling in the Arctic Refuge.

Under the guise of combating high gas
prices, some legislators are pressing to open
the Arctic Refuge’s 1.5 million-acre coastal
plain to oil exploitation. The coastal plain is
often called ‘‘America’s Serengeti’’ because
of its abundant caribou, polar bear, grizzly,
wolf and other wildlife populations, and rep-
resents the last five-percent of Alaska’s Arc-
tic Slope not already open to development. It
would be ill-advised to open up our nation’s
Arctic wilderness for a questionable, short-
term supply of oil.

We respectfully encourage you to oppose
any bill or resolution that would open up the
last pristine wilderness in the Arctic to oil
and gas development, and urge you to sup-
port Senator Roth’s amendment to the 2001
Budget Resolution to strike Arctic Refuge
drilling revenues from the federal budget.

Sincerely,
JOHN H. ADAMS,

President.

REP AMERICA,
Deerfield, IL, April 4, 2000.

Hon. TRENT LOTT,
Majority Leader, U.S. Senate.

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives.

DEAR SENATOR LOTT AND SPEAKER
HASTERT: This week, Congress takes up the
issue of whether potential oil revenue from
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge should
be included in the congressional budget. REP
America, the national grassroots organiza-
tion of Republicans for Environmental Pro-
tection, opposes this kind of sleight-of-hand
accounting as well as development in the
Refuge.

A strong national bipartisan consensus ex-
ists for continued protection of the ANWR.
The estimates of finding commercially valu-
able quantities of oil there are actually quite
small. But even if such quantities were
found, the oil would not appreciably increase
our nation’s known reserves or lower gaso-
line prices. At present, over 90% of America’s
portion of the Arctic is open to oil and gas
exploration and development. Further devel-
opment within the Refuge is not necessary
for the security of our nation, and we should
not count unearned and unanticipated reve-
nues stemming from oil that might not
exist.

Frankly, such budgetary maneuvers are
very damaging to our party. We Republicans
take pride in our history protecting public
lands to Alaska and honor the legacy of past
Republican leaders. In 1907, when President
Theodore Roosevelt established the Tongass
and Chugach National Forests, he faced tre-
mendous pressure from special interests
lined up to exploit public lands for short-
term gain. Presidents Eisenhower and Nixon
used executive authority to protect the Arc-
tic Refuge, and as recently as 1990, many Re-
publicans listened to mainstream America
and cosponsored the Tongass Timber Reform
Act. President George Bush did us all a great
service when he signed this important piece
of conservation legislation.

As Republicans, the members and directors
of REP America urge you and your col-
leagues to halt these kinds of budgetary cha-
rades, if for no other reason than the fact
that it is absolutely destroying our party’s
image with respect to the environment. In-
clusion of funds supposedly derived from the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge will hasten
the already shaky support our party has for
maintaining control of the Congress.

Thank you for doing your part to keep the
‘‘conservation’’ in ‘‘conservative.’’

Sincerely,
MARTHA A. MARKS, Ph.D.,

President.

THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY,
Washington, DC, March 24, 2000.

DEAR SENATOR: The Arctic National Wild-
life Refuge is a spectacular wilderness on the
north coast of Alaska. The refuge protects
lands of abundant wildlife and tremendous
beauty. Millions of migratory birds nest or
feed on the refuge each spring and summer
between annual migrations that bring them
through the backyards and nearby parks and
refuges of Americans throughout the rest of
the country. The refuge also contains the
calving grounds of the 130,000 member Porcu-
pine River Caribou herd on which the Gwich’
in people of northeast Alaska and northwest
Canada have relied for some 20,000 years.

With rising fuel prices, some would have
you believe that oil drilling in the Arctic
Refuge would somehow lower the price of
gasoline. This is a terrible sham. This pro-
posal is not about filling American’s fuel
talks; it’s about lining the pockets of the oil
companies in Alaska. We understand that
the Budget Resolution that will soon come
to a vote in the Senate may assume federal
revenues from oil drilling in the Arctic Ref-
uge. This proposal was rejected by the Amer-
ican public and vetoed by President Clinton
in 1995. To assume revenues from this highly
controversial and currently prohibited activ-
ity is a complete hoax.

Some have argued that drilling in the Arc-
tic Refuge will somehow eliminate our de-
pendence on oil imports. But just five years
ago, Senator Murkowski pushed through a
measure to allow oil from Alaska’s North
Slope to be exported to China and other
Asian countries. In it’s pending review of the
proposed BP/Arco merger, the Federal Trade
Commission found that ‘‘BP ships Alaska

North Slope crude to Asia to short the West
Coast market and elevate prices.’’

Ninety-five percent of the North Slope is
already available to oil and gas exploration
and development. Under the Reagan Admin-
istration, the Department of Interior deter-
mined that there is less than a one-in-five
chance of finding recoverable oil there. More
recently, the U.S. Geological Survey have
said that oil companies could most likely
only recover around 3.2 billion barrels—only
enough oil to meet U.S. needs for a few
months. At no time would oil from the ref-
uge be expected to provide more than 2 per-
cent of U.S. oil supply. Of course, no amount
of oil would ever justify destroying this
great national treasure.

We urge you to listen to the American pub-
lic and the Gwich’in people and reject efforts
to include oil revenues from the Arctic Ref-
uge in the Budget Reconciliation bill.

Sincerely,
WILLIAM H. MEADOWS,

President.

NATIONAL PARKS
CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION,

Washington, DC, April 4, 2000.
OPPOSE DEGRADATION OF THE ARCTIC COASTAL

PLAIN

DEAR SENATOR: On behalf of our 400,000
members, the National Parks Conservation
Association strongly urges you to oppose ef-
forts to include projected revenues from oil
drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Ref-
uge’s coastal plain in the pending Budget
Reconciliation bill.

The Arctic coastal plain has long been rec-
ognized as a spectacular national gem be-
cause of its spectacular scenery and diverse
and abundant wildlife. The coastal plain
richly deserves its tag of ‘‘America’s
Serengeti,’’ as over 130,000 caribou of the
Porcupine herd migrate there every spring to
their calving grounds, and more than 300,000
snow geese are found there in the fall.

Attempts to open the coastal plain for
drilling for oil have reared their head in Con-
gress over the past three decades. Recent in-
creases in gasoline prices have renewed the
call to open the plain for oil production, re-
sulting in an ‘‘assumption’’ of revenue from
drilling in the Arctic Refuge in the Budget
Reconciliation bill.

Opening up the coastal plain would not be
a solution to the short-term increases in gas-
oline prices, nor would it address the na-
tion’s long-term energy strategy. In fact, the
United States Geological Service estimates
that even if oil were found in the coastal
plain, production would never meet more
than two percent of our nation’s oil needs at
any given time. This supply would hardly
justify the production facilities and related
infrastructure that would destroy the unique
character of the coastal plain.

Your support in opposing efforts to pro-
mote oil development and drilling in the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is critical.
Thank you for your attention to these con-
cerns.

Sincerely,
TOM KIERNAN,

President.

LEAGUE OF CONSERVATION VOTERS,
Washington, DC, April 4, 2000.

Re Protect the Arctic National Wildlife Ref-
uge—Vote ‘‘yes’’ on the Roth Arctic wil-
derness amendment to the 2001 Budget
Resolution.

U.S. SENATE,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR: The League of Conserva-
tion Voters (LCV) is the bipartisan political
voice of the national environmental commu-
nity. Each year, LCV publishes the National
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Environmental Scorecard, which details the
voting records of members of Congress on en-
vironmental legislation. The Scorecard is
distributed to LCV members, concerned vot-
ers nationwide, and the press.

The League of Conservation Voters urges
you to protect the biological heart of the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge by sup-
porting an amendment offered by Senator
Roth (R–DE) to the 2001 Budget Resolution
that opposes opening the Refuge to oil drill-
ing. Currently the budget resolution assumes
revenues from drilling in the Refuge.

Some members of Congress are using the
current high price of gasoline as a pretext to
open the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to
oil drilling. The current price of gasoline in
no way justifies destroying this national
treasure. Development of the Refuge’s coast-
al plain will not impact oil supplies until far
into the future, and the amount of oil that
lies beneath it is minimal compared to our
national energy needs.

The Arctic Refuge is home to wolves, polar
bears, caribou and millions of migratory
birds. It is also the last 5% of Alaska’s vast
north coastline that remains off-limits to
the oil companies. And the Refuge plays an
integral part in the lives of the Gwich’in peo-
ple who depend on the seasonal migrations of
the caribou for both survival and cultural
identity.

Protecting the wilderness values of the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is one of the
top priorities of the national environmental
community. LCV urges you to vote ‘‘yes’’ on
Senator Roth’s amendment to protect the
Arctic Refuge.

LCV’s Political Advisory Committee will
consider including votes on this issue in
compiling LCV’s 2000 Scorecard. If you need
more information, please call Betsy Loyless
in my office.

Sincerely,
DEB CALLAHAN,

President.

Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I want to
read from the letter of the League of
Conservation Voters, which is the bi-
partisan political voice of the national
environmental community. They write:

The League of Conservation Voters urges
you to protect the biological heart of the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge by sup-
porting an amendment offered by Senator
Roth to the 2001 Budget Resolution that op-
poses opening the Refuge to oil drilling. Cur-
rently the budget resolution assumes reve-
nues from drilling in the Refuge.

It goes on to say:
Protecting the wilderness values of the

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is one of the
top priorities of the national environmental
community.

How true that is. The Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge contains our Nation’s
greatest wilderness. No conservation
area in America contains as much vast
wild land free of industrialization. It is
the essence of our country’s wilderness
areas.

Consider three or four points. The
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is the
only conservation area that protects a
complete spectrum of arctic and sub-
arctic ecosystems in North America.
The Coastal Plain of the Arctic Refuge
is the only wild stretch of coast on
Alaska’s North Slope that is off limits
to oil and gas exploration and develop-
ment.

President Dwight Eisenhower was
the first to set aside the original Arctic

National Wildlife Range in 1960 for the
purpose of protecting the wilderness,
the wildlife, and recreational values.

While many refuges in America have
been set aside to protect wildlife popu-
lations and habitat, the Arctic Refuge
is the only refuge in which wilderness
was recognized as a purpose for estab-
lishment, the controversial 1002 area
proposed for oil development as a part
of the original Arctic range.

I could go on. It is critically impor-
tant that we protect this valuable ref-
uge for future generations. For that
reason, I urge my colleagues to vote in
support of the Roth amendment. I yield
the floor.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President,
how much time remains on this side?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has 8 minutes.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I thank the Chair.
Mr. President, I certainly agree with

my friend, the chairman of the Finance
Committee, relative to the interest of
America’s environmental community.

This is a big issue for them because it
generates membership and it generates
dollars. They have a cause. We have
heard from them, the eloquence ex-
pressed by my friend, the chairman of
the Finance Committee.

But what we did not hear was any of
the 500,000 American men and women
who were sent to the Mideast to fight a
war against Saddam Hussein. They left
their loved ones. They risked their
lives. What did America’s environ-
mental community say about that?
They did not say a word.

What are they saying today about
our increased dependence on Iraq?
Seven hundred thousand barrels a day
of oil; the fastest growing source of oil
coming into this country. What is the
environmental community saying?
What we all believe in: More conserva-
tion, more alternative energies, as they
drive in their automobile or pick up
their plane to fly to the next point.

Come on, let’s get real around here.
We talk about ANWR potentially hav-
ing a 200-day supply. Under that logic
Prudhoe Bay should have been a 600-
day supply. In reality, It has been sup-
plying this Nation with 20 to 25 percent
of our total crude oil for the last 23
years. That is a ridiculous comparison.
It suggests that all other oil produc-
tion is going to stop, all other domestic
production is going to stop, and that is
all you are going to have from one
source.

Come on, get real. We can come up
with better arguments than that. They
say 95 percent of the Arctic Coastal
Plain is open to oil and gas develop-
ment. That is false. Try and get a lease
up there. Only Fourteen percent is
open.

This map shows the Naval Petroleum
Reserve that was dedicated in the
1900s. You think you can get a lease in
there? Try. Go over to the Secretary of
Interior and see if you can get a lease.
They put up a few leases, but you can-
not go in and even lease where the high
potential for oil is in the Naval Petro-

leum Reserve. If that isn’t where you
are supposed to find oil, I do not know
where is.

Where are you going to find oil? The
ANWR area isn’t open. This other area
of the State is partially open. But the
reality is, the wilderness is closed. The
Coastal Plain is closed. The Teshepuk
Lake area is closed; Barrow is closed.
The western portion of NPRA is closed
to oil production. That is the reality.
So do not buy their arguments that
95% of the Coastal Plain is available
for development because it is ‘‘pie in
the sky.’’

We are concerned about our Gwich’in
people. However, what they propose to
do is lease their open lands for oil de-
velopment. They offered to lease more
than land than the entire 1.5 million
acre Coastal Plain of ANWR. They of-
fered to lease 1.799 million acres. They
signed a lease. Unfortunately, the oil
company did not find any oil there.
Maybe they should have taken the
leases anyway.

So we have more myth around here
than fiction. No reality. No credit for
American ingenuity or technology or
the realization that this area we are
talking about is the size of the State of
South Carolina.

Mostly the Members here cannot
comprehend size. We had four time
zones in Alaska during the time I grew
up—most of the time I was here. We
cut them down to one.

If you overlay Alaska on the United
States—you know it and I know it—we
extend from Canada to New Mexico;
Florida to California. The Aleutian Is-
lands go out forever. They almost go to
Japan. It is a big hunk of real estate.

We have heard a lot of romantic and
fanciful notions tonight about the
Coastal Plain. But we have not dis-
cussed and resolved the obligation to
oversee the national security interests
of this Nation. This is the Senate. We
make decisions on war and peace.

ANWR is a serious issue. It is so seri-
ous that I hope you will all remember
that if this amendment is adopted, I
can assure every single Member of this
body, we will well be on our way to
jeopardizing our national security by
further increasing our dependence on
imported oil.

I do not want that obligation on my
shoulders. It is time to turn around the
direction in this country, reduce our
dependence on imported oil, move into
the areas where we have potential oil
and gas discoveries in the Rocky Moun-
tains, the overthrust belt, and my
State of Alaska.

We have a Vice President who says
he is going to cancel all OCS leases.
Where are we going to get oil from?
Where are we going to get the energy?
Where are you going to get the fuel for
that 747 called Air Force One to fly
back and forth to New York or wher-
ever it goes? Are you going to do it
with hot air?

The Vice President goes around
town. Does he drive a battery-operated
car with the back seat full of batteries?
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Does he drive an electric car? No. We
are not there yet.

It is serious. This is an issue of na-
tional security. We fought a war over
oil in 1991. We lost 147 lives. We have
$10 billion of the taxpayers’ money in-
vested in keeping Saddam Hussein
fenced in.

It is an issue of the environment. We
have the best environmental stipula-
tions in the world in the United States.
Most of the OPEC countries have the
worst.

They are drilling in the rain forests
of Colombia. We have proven what we
can do it right in the Arctic. We have
a record. We have produced between 20
percent to 25 percent of our domestic
crude oil in the United States in Alas-
ka for the last 23 years.

It is an issue with the economy, send-
ing our dollars overseas, our jobs over-
seas. It is a third of our trade imbal-
ance. It is an issue that you—when I
say ‘‘you,’’ I apologize to my col-
leagues—but no Member has addressed
the people of my State, the Eskimo
people who support development of this
area.

You know what they say? They say,
‘‘please put my people, the Inupiat Es-
kimo people, into the picture of ANWR.
Stop airbrushing us out.’’ Try being
airbrushed out of the picture or out of
your State. That is kind of the position
to which these people feel they have
been relegated. What a tragedy.

This is serious. This is not something
that should be taken for granted.

The Eskimo people support develop-
ment. One of my Eskimo friends, Oliver
Levitt, to a group of us in Barrow, said:
I used to come to school to keep warm.
My job every morning was to go out on
the beach and pick up what little drift-
wood floated down from the McKenzie
River to the shores near Barrow.

He came to school to keep warm.
That isn’t the case in Barrow anymore
because not only do they have the rev-
enue from oil, but they have jobs. They
have an alternate way of life that used
to depend totally on subsistence and
following the game herds. That is the
record and the reality.

It was 20 below in Kaktovik yester-
day, if it makes those of you in this
body who have been listening to a little
of my hot air cool off.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. That is the real
world we live in.

I thank the Chair. I thank my col-
leagues for the opportunity to express
what I hope is recognized as a reason-
able balance, to send a signal to Sad-
dam Hussein, and to say that it is time
to turn around America’s energy policy
and lessen our dependence on imported
oil. This is the place to start. And the
time is now.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who
yields time?

Mr. MURKOWSKI. On behalf of the
leader, I ask unanimous consent the

votes relative to the Byrd-Warner
amendment and the Roth amendment
occur at 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, with
no second-degree amendments in order,
and there be 2 minutes for explanation
prior to each vote.

Mr. REID. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, we will tentatively accept this. I
just need to say this first: I have spo-
ken to the manager of the bill, Senator
DOMENICI. We want to make sure there
is an understanding, however, that the
amendments that we finish tonight or
that we work on tonight, that there
will be a vote on those amendments
some time prior to the votes in the
vote-arama tomorrow.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Assuming the in-
tention of the majority to work toward
that, they would pursue that tomor-
row.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.
Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, is all time

yielded back?
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator has 2 minutes.
Mr. ROTH. Mr. President, I yield

back those 2 minutes.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time

has been yielded back.
Mr. REID. Mr. President, the Senator

from Virginia has an amendment to
offer.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair recognizes the Senator from Vir-
ginia.

AMENDMENT NO. 2965

(Purpose: To reduce revenue cuts by $5.9 bil-
lion over the next five years to help fund
school modernization projects)

Mr. ROBB. Mr. President, on behalf
of myself and Senators HARKIN, LAU-
TENBERG, DORGAN, KENNEDY, MIKULSKI,
KERRY of Massachusetts, BINGAMAN,
BAUCUS, and GRAHAM of Florida, I send
an amendment to the desk and ask for
its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
The Senator from Virginia [Mr. ROBB], for

himself, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr.
DORGAN, Mr. KENNEDY, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. BAUCUS, and Mr.
GRAHAM, proposes an amendment numbered
2965.

Mr. ROBB. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that reading of the
amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:

On page 4, line 4, increase the amount by
$78,000,000.

On page 4, line 5, increase the amount by
$521,300,000.

On page 4, line 6, increase the amount by
$1,011,200,000.

On page 4, line 7, increase the amount by
$1,223,400,000.

On page 4, line 8, increase the amount by
$1,361,200,000.

On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$78,000,000.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$521,300,,000.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$1,011,200,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$1,223,400,000.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$1,361,200,000.

On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$1,300,000,000.

On page 4, line 23, increase the amount by
$1,322,100,000.

On page 4, line 24, increase the amount by
$1,344,600,000.

On page 4, line 25, increase the amount by
$1.,367,400,000.

On page 5, line 1, increase the amount by
$1,390,700,000.

On page 5, line 7, increase the amount by
$78,000,000.

On page 5, line 8, increase the amount by
$521,300,000.

On page 5, line 9, increase the amount by
$1,011,200,000.

On page 5, line 10, increase the amount by
$1,223,400,000.

On page 5, line 11, increase the amount by
$1,361,200,000.

On page 18, line 7, increase the amount by
$1,300,000,000.

On page 18, line 8, increase the amount by
$78,000,000.

On page 18, line 11, increase the amount by
$1,322,100,000.

On page 18, line 12, increase the amount by
$521,300,000.

On page 18, line 15, increase the amount by
$1,344,600,000.

On page 18, line 16, increase the amount by
$1,011,200,000.

On page 18, line 19, increase the amount by
$1,367,400,000.

On page 18, line 20, increase the amount by
$1,223,400,000.

On page 18, line 23, increase the amount by
$1,390,700,000.

On page 18, line 24, increase the amount by
$1,361,200,000.

On page 29, line 3, decrease the amount by
$97,000,000.

On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount by
$5,938,100,000.

On page 29, after line 5, insert the fol-
lowing:

‘‘Not later than September 29, 2000, the
Senate Committee on Finance shall report to
the Senate a reconciliation bill proposing
changes in laws within its jurisdiction nec-
essary to reduce revenues by not more than
$19,000,000 in fiscal year 2001 and $1,743,000,000
for the period of fiscal years 2001 through
2005.’’

Mr. ROBB. Mr. President, this
amendment is designed to help ensure
that no child attends a school with a
leaky roof, or crowded classrooms, or
that lacks access to the latest tech-
nology and the Internet.

In the words of Yogi Berra, ‘‘It’s deja
vu all over again.’’ Last year’s debate
about our Budget Resolution is almost
a carbon copy of this year’s debate.
There are few times in the legislative
process that the contrasts between
ideologies are more clear than in our
debate on the Budget Resolution—and
this year is no exception. While some
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would have us focus on funding a mas-
sive tax cut which will likely be di-
rected to those who need it least, oth-
ers would focus on strengthening So-
cial Security and Medicare, paying
down the debt, and making critical in-
vestments in areas like education.
While, understandably, there are bound
to be philosophical differences about
achieving these objectives, I am again
disheartened that education is not
higher on our list of fiscal priorities.
While I compliment the Chairman for
including $2.2 billion dedicated to IDEA
funding, I’m back again to urge that
more of my colleagues to support an
amendment which reduces the size of
this massive tax cut to help finance
school modernization efforts. Mr.
President, education should truly be a
common priority—we certainly know
that it’s a national priority.

Mr. President, I’m sure that none of
us could imagine holding Senate pro-
ceedings in a trailer, nor could we
imagine having to place buckets
around our desks to catch rainwater
leaking in through the Capitol dome.
We simply can’t imagine what it would
feel like to hold our summer debates in
a chamber that wasn’t air-conditioned.
And Mr. President, if we couldn’t stand
the heat, we’d get out of the chamber
and take a recess, but our nation’s stu-
dents simply don’t have that luxury. A
heat-related recess for them means
fewer math lessons. It means less time
with a qualified teacher. It means re-
duced learning. And Mr. President, I’m
sure our dedicated clerks here in the
Senate couldn’t imagine doing their
jobs today without being able to scan
our amendments into a computer,
making them accessible to staff and
the nation at a moment’s notice. We
shouldn’t then expect our nation’s chil-
dren to master core skills as well as in-
formation technology skills if we don’t
give them the keys to the information
highway.

Mr. President, five years ago, the
GAO estimated that our national
school modernization needs totaled
$185 billion. This year, that figure has
risen to $307 billion, according to a re-
cent report by the National Education
Association. The report indicates that
the State Departments of Education
across the country are reporting a 65%
increase in school modernization needs
over the last five years. That trans-
lates into $66,849,315 a day. Much like
our national debt clock, the tape is
also running on our school moderniza-
tion needs. With record enrollments,
deteriorating facilities, and the im-
mense need to modernize our schools
with the latest technology, we simply
can’t afford to sit back and claim that
the federal government can’t or
shouldn’t help.

There is an often used argument that
the federal government should have no
role in building or renovating schools.
And if you look at last year’s federal
outlays for capital expenses, school
construction occupies the smallest
slice of that pie. Of the $400 billion the

federal government spent on national
infrastructure, only one-tenth of one
percent—this little piece right here—
went to education, training, and em-
ployment capital expenses. Roughly 55
percent of our capital costs were spent
on highways, 15 percent on housing, 13
percent on community and regional de-
velopment, with the remaining portion
allotted to mass transit, airports, and
pollution control facilities.

With over $300 billion in unmet
needs, Mr. President, I believe we need
to expand this pie and invest more in
our schools. Our capital costs over the
years can vary from category to cat-
egory, depending upon what our needs
are. Today, the average age of our na-
tion’s schools is 42 years. The last time
we made a major investment in our na-
tion’s educational infrastructure was
under the leadership of a Republican
President, Dwight Eisenhower. Over
the course of his tenure, we spent
roughly $1 billion specifically for
school construction—due to the boom
in our student population. Well, Mr.
President, we’re in the Baby Boom
Echo now; those children now have
their own children in our schools. We
have a record 53.2 million children now
enrolled in our schools today and by
2009, we’ll add about one million more.
We need to make a commitment simi-
lar to the one made by our parents and
grandparents in the 1950’s. A billion
dollars in 1953 would be about $5.4 bil-
lion today, if you adjusted for infla-
tion. This amendment merely seeks to
set aside $5.9 billion over the next five
years.

For every one million students, our
nation must build about 1300 schools,
and at an average cost of over $12 mil-
lion per school, we’re talking about $16
billion. That’s on top of the costs to
remedy safety code violations, retro-fit
schools to accommodate technology,
and relieve overcrowding.

Mr. President, in Virginia, there are
over 3,000 trailers in use. This is a pic-
ture of Loudoun County High School in
Leesburg, Virginia, just 33 miles from
here. You see a crane hoisting just one
of a whole line of trailers that sit in a
parking lot of this Northern Virginia
high school. Loudoun County alone
needs to build 22 new schools over the
next six years to accommodate their
skyrocketing enrollments. At an aver-
age cost in Northern Virginia of about
$18 million per school, that’s almost
$400 million for just one county!

Mr. REID. Will my friend yield time
off the resolution?

Mr. ROBB. I am happy to yield to the
distinguished Senator from Nevada.

Mr. REID. My friend talked about
Loudoun County. Clark County, where
Las Vegas is located, must build one
school a month to keep up with its
growth.

Mr. ROBB. I thank the distinguished
Senator from Nevada. A similar sta-
tistic could be quoted by any one of our
99 colleagues in this Chamber. Many of
those colleagues have similar stories to
tell.

This amendment is not an attempt to
dictate what kind of school moderniza-
tion legislation we should pass; it
merely reserves enough funding to pay
for such an effort. Given the fact that
the Chairman of the Senate Finance
Committee, Sen. ROTH, has reported at
least three tax bills within the last
year or so which contain tax incentives
for school modernization and the fact
that Republican and Democratic mem-
bers alike have various proposals to
use discretionary spending as a vehicle
to finance school modernization, there
is clearly an interest on both sides of
the aisle to find a way to do this.

Even more illustrative of the mo-
mentum to fund school modernization
legislation was the introduction last
Tuesday of a truly bipartisan school
construction and renovation bill in the
House. It’s sponsored by Representa-
tives NANCY JOHNSON and CHARLIE RAN-
GEL and has 130 other co-sponsors.
School modernization has been a top
priority of the education community
for the past three years. And this com-
munity is joined by engineers, archi-
tects, mayors across the country, civil
rights groups, and even some religious
groups.

Mr. President, Let’s make it a pri-
ority this year. This amendment re-
flects a commitment similar to the one
that our parents and grandparents
made a generation ago. I hope we can
summon similar courage in this gen-
eration.

Even more illustrative of the mo-
mentum to fund school modernization
legislation was the introduction last
Tuesday of a truly bipartisan school
construction and renovation bill in the
House.

It is sponsored by Representatives
NANCY JOHNSON and CHARLIE RANGEL
and has 103 other cosponsors.

School modernization has been a top
priority of the education community
for the past 3 years. This community is
joined by engineers, architects, mayors
across the country, civil rights groups,
and even some religious groups.

Mr. President, let’s make it a pri-
ority this year. This amendment re-
flects a similar commitment to the one
that our parents and grandparents
made a generation ago. I hope that we
can summon similar courage in this
generation.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I
strongly support Senator ROBB’s
amendment which encourages the Sen-
ate to make school modernization a
top priority by providing $1.3 billion in
discretionary spending for grants and
loans for the urgent repair and renova-
tion of public elementary and sec-
ondary schools in high-need areas, and
to leverage $25 billion in interest-free
bonds in FY2001.

I also commend Senator ROBB and
Senator HARKIN for their leadership on
this issue, and I urge my colleagues to
support this amendment that is nec-
essary to help the nation meet the crit-
ical need to modernize and rebuild
crumbling and overcrowded schools.
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Nearly one third of all public schools

are more than 50 years old. 14 million
children in a third of the nation’s
schools are learning in substandard
buildings. Half of all schools have at
least one unsatisfactory environmental
condition. The problems with ailing
school buildings are not the problems
of the inner city alone. They exist in
almost every community—urban,
rural, or suburban.

In Massachusetts, 41 percent of
schools report that at least one build-
ing needs extensive repairs or should be
replaced. 80 percent of schools report at
least one unsatisfactory environmental
factor. 48 percent have inadequate
heating, ventilation, or air condi-
tioning. And 36 percent report inad-
equate plumbing systems.

In addition to modernizing and ren-
ovating dilapidated schools, commu-
nities need to build new schools in
order to keep pace with rising enroll-
ments and to reduce class sizes. Ele-
mentary and secondary school enroll-
ment has reached an all-time high this
year of 53.4 million students, and will
continue to grow. The number will rise
by 324,000 in 2000, by 282,000 in 2001, and
by 250,000 in 2002. It will continue on
this upward trend in the following
years.

For example, in Fitchburg, Massa-
chusetts, enrollments are rising by 200
students a year. Educators there would
like to reduce class size, extend special
education and bilingual education pro-
grams, and hire new teachers, but the
school system does not have the facili-
ties or resources to accomplish these
important goals. Instead, Fitchburg
has been forced to construct four port-
able facilities—and a fifth is under con-
struction—to deal with overcrowding.

According to a report this year, total
unmet school modernization needs, in-
cluding technology and infrastructure,
totals $307 billion—almost three times
the amount estimated in 1995. Massa-
chusetts has $9.9 billion in unmet tech-
nology and infrastructure needs.

The time is now to do all we can to
help rebuild and modernize public
schools, so that all children can suc-
ceed in safe, technologically-equipped
schools. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port Senator ROBB’s amendment.

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, this is a
unique moment in our history.

We are at the dawn of a new century.
And the United States is in a period of
unprecedented economic prosperity.

We have the lowest unemployment
rate in decades, the number of families
on welfare has declined and new jobs
continue to be created at a record pace.

However, we know that despite the
longest economic boom in history,
some Americans have been left behind.
As we look to the future, one of our
challenges will be to make sure the ris-
ing tide lifts all boats. In addition, we
also face the challenge of keeping the
prosperity going.

The pending budget resolution jeop-
ardizes our prosperity. It jeopardizes
the economy, threatens the Social Se-

curity surplus, and shortchanges Medi-
care. The resolution does not provide
an adequate prescription drug benefit,
provide sufficient debt reduction or in-
vest in education.

The budget resolution undermines
the public’s priorities and will impose
deep cuts in domestic programs. Fewer
children will be served by Head Start,
there will be fewer new teachers to re-
duce class size and no additional offi-
cers for community policing.

Instead, the budget proposes a risky
tax scheme that jeopardizes our na-
tion’s future prosperity and produc-
tivity.

The GOP’s budget plan squanders the
entire non-Social Security surplus on a
reckless tax cut and provides no fund-
ing for national priorities such as
school modernization. It rejects the
President’s proposal to provide $25 bil-
lion in bonds to underwrite construc-
tion of 6,000 new schools. It also rejects
$1.3 billion in grants and loans for
emergency repairs to public schools.

This budget sets the wrong national
priorities. It chooses tax cuts for the
wealthy over modernizing our chil-
dren’s schools. The Robb-Harkin
amendment corrects this serious short-
coming by providing a comprehensive
national strategy to repair, renovate
and modernize our public schools.

States and local communities are
struggling to renovate existing schools
and build new ones to alleviate over-
crowding. School construction and
modernization are necessary to equip
classrooms for the 21st Century, im-
prove learning conditions, end over-
crowding, and make smaller classes
possible.

Our school buildings are simply wear-
ing out. Nearly three-quarters of all
U.S. public schools were built before
1970.

According to the National Center for
Education Statistics, when a school is
between 20 and 30 years, frequent re-
placement of equipment is necessary.

When a school is between 30 and 40
years old all of the original equipment
should have been replaced, including
the roof and electrical systems.

After 40 years of age, a school build-
ing begins to deteriorate rapidly and
most schools are abandoned after 60
years.

The average school building is 42
years old and technology is placing
new demands on schools. As a result of
increased use of technology, many
schools must install new wiring, tele-
phone lines and electrical systems. The
demand for the Internet is at an all-
time high, but in the nation’s poorest
schools, only 39% of classrooms have
Internet access.

In 1998, the American Society of Civil
Engineers issued a report card on our
nation’s infrastructure. The report
found many problems. However, the
most startling finding is with respect
to our nation’s public schools.

ASCE reports that public schools are
in worse condition than any other sec-
tor of our national infrastructure. This

is an alarming fact and should be our
call to action.

The need to modernize our nation’s
public schools is clear, yet the Federal
Government lags in helping local
school districts address this critical
problem.

Because of increasing enrollments
and aging buildings, local and State ex-
penditures for school construction have
increased dramatically—by 39% from
1990 to 1997. However, this increase has
not been sufficient to address the need.

The National Education Association
recently surveyed states about the
need to modernize public schools and
upgrade education technology. Accord-
ing to their preliminary report, $253.9
billion is needed to modernize the
school facilities and $53.7 billion is
needed to upgrade education tech-
nology. For Iowa—$3.4 billion for
school facilities and $540 million for
education technology.

It is a national disgrace that the
nicest places that our children see are
shopping malls, sports arenas and
movie theaters and the most run down
place they see is their public schools.
What signal are we sending them about
the value we place on them, their edu-
cation and future?

How can we prepare our kids for the
21st century in schools that did not
make the grade in the 20th century?

This amendment provides a com-
prehensive, two-prong response to this
critical national problem.

First, we would provide $1.3 billion
each year to make grants and no inter-
est loans for emergency repairs to pub-
lic schools. The Public School Repair
and Renovation Program would help
local school districts fix the roof that
is leaking, repair fire code violations
and put in new electrical wiring.

Mr. President, 25% of schools in New
York City are still heated by coal and
46% of U.S. schools lack adequate elec-
trical wiring to support the full-scale
use of technology. Sixteen million chil-
dren attend schools without proper
heating, ventilation or air condi-
tioning. Twelve million students at-
tend classes in schools with defective
plumbing. These grants and loans
would make it possible to install the
modern heating systems, plumbing,
and new electrical wiring that are des-
perately needed in schools across
America.

In addition, these grants and loans
could be used to remedy violations of
state or local fire codes. The Iowa Fire
Marshal reported a five-fold increase in
the number of fires in schools over the
past decade. During the 1990’s there
were 100 fires in Iowa schools. During
the previous decade there were 20.

It is clear that public schools have an
urgent need to make repairs now and
these grants and no-interest loans will
finance up to 8,300 repair projects in
5,000 schools. We will install modern
heating systems, upgrade the electrical
wiring, and repair the fire code viola-
tions.

These grants and loans will address
problems that literally endanger the
lives and safety of our children.
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However, some buildings have simply

outlived their usefulness and need to be
replaced. In addition, enrollment in el-
ementary and secondary schools is at
an all time high of 53.2 million and will
continue to grow over the next 10
years. Therefore, it will be necessary
for the United States to build an addi-
tional 6,000 schools to educate the
growing number of students.

The second part of our comprehen-
sive strategy is to underwrite the cost
of building nearly $25 billion of new
school facilities. Our amendment pro-
vides tax credits to subsidize the inter-
est on new construction projects to
modernize public schools. School dis-
tricts would be able to replaced out-
dated buildings or add more class
rooms so they can reduce class size.
The school modernization bonds would
finance modernization projects for 6,000
schools.

Our amendment provides a modest
national investment to modernize our
nation’s schools and will make a big
difference for millions of children. Fur-
ther, the amendment is fully offset by
reducing the ill-conceived tax scheme
in the Budget Resolution.

I know this kind of approach will
work because it is working in Iowa.
Iowa is in the second year of a school
modernization and repair demonstra-
tion project.

Like the Robb-Harkin Amendment,
the Iowa demonstration also takes a
two-prong approach toward solving
this critical problem. First, the Iowa
project provides grants for the repair of
fire code violations. Secondly, the Iowa
project provides grants to subsidize the
cost of constructing new school facili-
ties.

In a relatively short period of time,
we have already begun to see a dif-
ference in Iowa. Over the past two
years, 138 grants have been awarded for
projects to repair fire code violations.
The federal government provided $6.5
million to install fire alarms, upgrade
electrical systems and other repairs to
make Iowa schools safer.

Last year, six Iowa school districts
received grants to underwrite the cost
of building new school facilities. Over
and over, school officials said the
availability of the federal grant was re-
sponsible for convincing local citizens
to support the school bond issue that
finance the bulk of the project.

Several school districts passed school
bond issues after several tries. One su-
perintendent said, ‘‘In the past, our
school district ran three bond issues
unsuccessfully and it is a credit to the
Department of Education . . . for pro-
viding this Iowa Demonstration Grant
funding as an incentive to help voters
pass bond issues.’’

Another Superintendent said, ‘‘It is
our opinion that both of these grants
played a very important role regarding
the successful passing of the bond
issue.’’

The most recent competition was
just closed and applications for the sec-
ond year of funding are being reviewed.

The Iowa School Construction Grant
is beginning to show the kind of major
impact a modest federal investment
can have on improving the safety of
schools and spurring construction of
new school facilities. The school mod-
ernization provisions mirror the Iowa
Demonstration and will spur the same
kind of activity across the nation that
we are witnessing in Iowa.

The Iowa School Construction Grant
is beginning to show the kind of major
impact a modest federal investment
can have on improving the safety of
schools and spurring construction of
new school facilities. Our amendment
mirrors the Iowa Demonstration and
will spur the same kind of activity
across the nation that we are wit-
nessing in Iowa.

Modern, up-to-date school buildings
are essential for student achievement.
Studies show that students in over-
crowded schools or schools in poor
physical condition scored significantly
lower on both math and reading than
their peers in less crowded conditions.

The General Accounting Office re-
ports that 14 million American chil-
dren attend classes in schools that are
unsafe or inadequate. This is a serious
national problem. And, it demands a
comprehensive national response. The
Robb-Harkin Amendment provides that
effective national response. I commend
Senator ROBB for his leadership on this
issue and urge my colleagues to sup-
port this amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair recognizes the Senator from
Alaska.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I thank the Chair.
I appreciate the Senator allowing me,
on behalf of the leader——

Mr. REID. I could not hear the Sen-
ator. Would he start over?

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
am going to speak on behalf of the
leader for the wrap-up that has been
prepared.

I ask unanimous consent that imme-
diately following my remarks, the Sen-
ate resume consideration of the budget
resolution for Senator DURBIN to offer
his amendment and the appropriate de-
bate. I further ask unanimous consent
that following his remarks, the Senate
stand in adjournment under the pre-
vious order.

Mr. REID. Reserving the right to ob-
ject. Somebody was talking to me.
Please repeat that last request.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I ask unanimous
consent that following the remarks of
Senator DURBIN, the Senate stand in
adjournment under the previous order.

Mr. REID. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, we don’t have a previous order.
Before we agree to this, why don’t we
do the rest of the unanimous consent
agreement.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. I will proceed and
omit any reference to the previous
order. I will go to Thursday’s consent.

I ask unanimous consent that when
the Senate reconvenes at 9:30 on Thurs-
day, there be 8 hours and 30 minutes re-
maining on the concurrent resolution,

and the pending resolution be the Dur-
bin amendment relative to tax cuts. I
further ask consent that prior to the
vote, relative to the Robb education
amendment, there be 10 minutes re-
maining, to be equally divided between
Senator ROBB and Senator DOMENICI for
the closing debate.

Mr. REID. The minority has no ob-
jection to these last two paragraphs
the Senator just read.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, there
is strong bipartisan support for the
Low Income Home Energy Assistance
Program (LIHEAP). To date, 45 Sen-
ators have signed a letter in support of
$1.4 billion in regular funding, and $300
million in emergency funding, for
LIHEAP during Fiscal Year 2001.

I, along with my colleagues from the
Northeast-Midwest Senate Coalition,
will offer this Sense of the Senate to
demonstrate the broad support for in-
creased LIHEAP funding. The amend-
ment expresses the sense of the Senate
with respect to increasing LIHEAP reg-
ular funding from the current level of
$1.1 billion to $1.4 billion.

In my home State of Vermont, this
past winter brought temperatures of
fifteen below zero; and home heating
oil prices soared to $2 a gallon. Ap-
proximately 11,400 Vermont families
received benefits, which averaged $310
in regular funding for the entire sea-
son. Emergency funding contributed an
additional $50–$135 depending on the
fuel source. These numbers reveal the
frugalness with which this program
now has to operate.

I am concerned that emergency
LIHEAP funding is being used to make
up for regular appropriations funding
shortfalls. During the first four and
half months of FY2000, all available
emergency LIHEAP funding ($300 mil-
lion) was released. There are requests
for additional emergency funding. This
situation demonstrates the need to in-
crease regular funding to at least the
sum of last year’s regular and emer-
gency funding amounts.

There is no doubt that emergency
funding was critical during this past
winter’s severe weather conditions and
volatile fuel prices. However, LIHEAP
funding is most effective when states
have it in the form of regular funding,
allowing proper advance budgeting and
providing funding assistance to low in-
come households before a crisis situa-
tion.

In addition, it is critical that we
maintain the integrity of the LIHEAP
program through the regular funding
cycle. The decision was made last year
to consider the program an additional
non-routine expense. I am concerned
that this designation threatens the
foundation of the program. This
amendment seeks to return LIHEAP to
its regular funding structure.

LIHEAP is an effective tool for main-
taining the basic needs of low-income
households. Nevertheless, stagnant
funding has resulted in a growing eligi-
ble population not receiving benefits
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due to lack of funding. The safety net
for our low-income households is get-
ting ever smaller and ever thinner.

The statistics demonstrate the need
for LIHEAP best. More than two-thirds
of LIHEAP-eligible households have
annual incomes of less than $8,000, ap-
proximately one-half have annual in-
comes below $6,000. It has been esti-
mated that low-income households
typically spend four times what mid-
dle-income households spend on utility
services. Middle-income households
spend about four percent of their in-
come for energy purposes, whereas low-
income households spend between 14%
and 16%, and in many instances up to
25% for utility costs.

Thank you, Mr. President, for the op-
portunity to address the funding needs
of this important program. I urge my
colleagues to support this amendment.

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise
as a proud cosponsor of this important
amendment for women who are diag-
nosed with breast and cervical cancer
through the National Breast and Cer-
vical Cancer Early Detection Program
(NBCCEDP) at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC). I am
pleased to join Senators CHAFEE,
SNOWE, GRASSLEY, HARKIN, and others
in support of this amendment. This
amendment says that we Senators be-
lieve that we should pass legislation to
provide Medicaid coverage for certain
women screened and found to have
breast or cervical cancer under the
CDC screening program.

Through March 31, 1999, the CDC
screening program has provided more
than one million mammograms and al-
most 1.2 million Pap tests. Among the
women screened, over 6,200 cases of
breast cancer and over 550 cases of cer-
vical cancer have been diagnosed.
Right now, the CDC screening program
does not pay for breast and cervical
cancer treatment services, but it does
require participating states to provide
treatment services.

The late Senator John Chafee, Sen-
ator SNOWE, Senator MOYNIHAN, and I
along with others introduced the
Breast and Cervical Cancer Treatment
Act of 1999 (S. 662) which currently has
57 cosponsors. This bill gives states the
option to provide Medicaid coverage
for breast and cervical cancer treat-
ment to eligible women who were
screened and diagnosed with these can-
cers through the CDC screening pro-
gram. It is not a mandate for states. It
is the Federal Government saying to
the States ‘‘we will help you provide
treatment services to these women, if
you decide to do so.’’ I am pleased to be
working with the bipartisan team of
Senators LINCOLN CHAFEE, SNOWE,
GRASSLEY, and MOYNIHAN to pass this
important legislation.

Women screened and diagnosed
through the CDC screening program de-
pend on staff and volunteer time to
find free or more affordable treatment;
they depend on the generosity of doc-
tors, nurses, hospitals, and clinics who
provide them with free or reduced-cost

treatment. The demands of managed
care can also make it more difficult for
physicians to provide free or reduced-
fee services. In the end, thousands of
people who run local screening pro-
grams are spending countless hours
finding treatment services for women
diagnosed with breast and cervical can-
cer. I salute the individuals who spend
their time and resources to help these
women. But we must not force these
women to rely on the goodwill of oth-
ers. Right now, the CDC is only screen-
ing 12–15 percent of the women who are
eligible. As more women are screened,
treatment efforts will become even
more difficult. The lack of coverage for
treatment services has hurt the pro-
gram’s ability to recruit providers, fur-
ther restricting the number of women
screened.

In short, it is clear that the short-
term, ad-hoc strategies of providing
treatment have broken down. Because
there is no coverage for treatment,
state programs are having a hard time
recruiting providers; volunteers are
spending a disproportionate amount of
time finding treatment for women; and
fewer women are receiving treatment.
We can’t expand the program to serve
the other 85 percent of eligible women
if we can’t promise treatment to those
we already screen.

The CDC screening program is cele-
brating its 10th anniversary in 2000. I
am proud to be the Senate architect of
the legislation that created the breast
and cervical cancer screening program
at the CDC. Over ten years ago we saw
a need—low-income women were not
receiving basic well-woman care—they
were not getting their mammograms
and Pap smears to detect breast and
cervical cancer. At that time, I and
others wanted to ensure that we not
only diagnosed these low-income
women with breast and cervical cancer,
but that we also provided treatment
for those cancers. But 10 years ago, we
had great deficits and we simply did
not have the money for a treatment
component of the CDC screening pro-
gram. So we made a down payment. We
took the first step with the belief that
it would not be the only step. Well,
now the time has come to take the
next step and include Federal resources
for treatment for women who are diag-
nosed with breast and cervical cancer
through the CDC screening program.

There are three reasons why we
should act now to pass this important
legislation. First, times have changed
since the creation of the CDC screening
program ten years ago. We are now
running annual surpluses, instead of
annual deficits. We have the resources
to provide treatment to these women. I
think we ought to put our money into
ensuring that we save lives. Second,
prevention, screening, and early detec-
tion are very important, but alone they
do not stop deaths. Screening must be
coupled with treatment to reduce can-
cer mortality. Finally, it is only right
to provide Federal resources to treat
breast and cervical cancer for those

screened and diagnosed with these can-
cers through a Federal screening pro-
gram.

I am proud that my own state of
Maryland realized the importance of
providing treatment services to women
who were screened through the CDC
screening program. Maryland appro-
priates over $6 million in state funds
annually for the Breast and Cervical
Cancer Diagnostic and Treatment Pro-
gram for eligible low income Maryland
women. The program has provided
services to over 15,650 women in Mary-
land, including eligible women
screened through the CDC screening
program and eligible women screened
outside the CDC program. The breast
cancer mortality rate in Maryland has
started to decline, in part because of
programs like the CDC’s. But not all
states have the resources to do what
Maryland has done. That’s why this
bill is needed.

This bill is the best long-term solu-
tion. It is strongly supported by the
National Breast Cancer Coalition; the
American Cancer Society; the National
Association of Public Hospitals and
Health Systems; the National Partner-
ship for Women and Families; YWCA;
National Women’s Health Network; the
American Medical Women’s Associa-
tion, and many more.

I urge the Senate Finance Committee
to take up this legislation before Moth-
er’s Day and I urge the Senate leader-
ship to promptly bring it to the full
Senate for consideration. The Breast
and Cervical Cancer Treatment Act (S.
662) has 57 bipartisan cosponsors. Presi-
dent Clinton has included funding in
his 2001 budget to give states the op-
tion of providing Medicaid coverage to
women who have been diagnosed with
breast or cervical cancer through the
CDC screening program. The Com-
merce Committee of the House of Rep-
resentatives has already unanimously
approved this legislation (H. R. 1070).

We must act now to provide a treat-
ment opportunity to all women who
are diagnosed with breast or cervical
cancer through the CDC screening pro-
gram. Breast and cervical cancer treat-
ment is not a partisan issue. It’s a fam-
ily issue. It affects mothers, sisters,
and daughters, and their fathers, hus-
bands, and children. I can’t think of
any better way to celebrate the 10th
anniversary of the National Breast and
Cervical Cancer Early Detection Pro-
gram than by passing the Breast and
Cervical Cancer Treatment Act. I urge
my colleagues to join me in support of
this important amendment.

Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, the
amendment that I have submitted is a
simple one. In fact, it’s the same one
that I offered last year, and it takes
the tax cuts proposed in this fiscal year
2001 budget resolution and uses that
money, instead, to pay down the debt.

Let me say again: under my amend-
ment, we would take $150 billion that is
projected to accumulate as a result of
our on-budget surpluses over the next
five years, and use those funds, not for
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tax cuts, but for debt reduction in-
stead.

Why should we do this rather than
use this money to reduce taxes?

First of all, if we pay down the debt,
we are going to decrease our interest
payments on the national debt—a debt
which stands at $5.7 trillion today. This
fiscal year, it will cost us more than
$224 billion to service our national
debt—more than $600 million a day in
interest costs alone!

Out of every federal dollar that is
spent this year, 13 cents goes to pay
the interest on the national debt.

In comparison: 16 cents goes for na-
tional defense; 18 cents goes for non-de-
fense discretionary spending; and 53
cents goes for entitlement spending.

We’ll spend more on interest this
year than we’ll spend on Medicare.

When I consider these numbers, it
makes me determined to do all that I
can to decrease our debt even further.

That’s why I believe that every fiscal
decision we make in this Congress
should be measured against the back-
drop of how it will decrease our $5.7
trillion national debt. And I’m not the
only one who believes that.

In fact, in testimony before the Sen-
ate Budget Committee this past Janu-
ary, CBO Director Crippen stated that
‘‘most economists agree that saving
the surpluses, paying down the debt
held by the public, is probably the best
thing that we can do relative to the
economy.’’

And on the very same day, Federal
Reserve Chairman Greenspan said, ‘‘my
first priority would be to allow as
much of the surplus to flow through
into a reduction in debt to the public.
From an economic point of view, that
would be, by far, the best means of em-
ploying it.’’

Lowering the debt sends a positive
signal to Wall Street and to Main
Street. It encourages more savings and
investment which, in turn, fuels pro-
ductivity and continued economic
growth. It also lowers interest rates,
which in my view, is a real tax reduc-
tion for the American people.

Furthermore, devoting on-budget
surpluses to debt reduction is the only
way we can ensure that our nation will
not return to the days of deficit spend-
ing should the economy take a sharp
turn for the worse or a national emer-
gency arise.

As Alan Greenspan has testified be-
fore Congress, ‘‘a substantial part of
the surplus . . . should be allowed to
reduce the debt, because you can al-
ways increase debt later if you wish to,
but it’s effectively putting away the
surplus for use at a later time if you so
choose.’’

Some of my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle oppose the tax cuts,
preferring instead to use the money to
increase spending. I believe that spend-
ing the surplus is an even worse use of
the money.

Now, many have argued that putting
the Social Security surplus in a ‘‘lock-
box’’ will be enough to pay down our

debt. However, I should remind my col-
leagues that in the near future, we
might not have Social Security sur-
pluses available for debt reduction, be-
cause we may need them for Social Se-
curity reform, especially if we go to a
system of private accounts.

We cannot keep putting off our re-
sponsibilities. If we have the ability—
like we do now—we have a moral obli-
gation to pay back our debts.

We must face the fact that because of
30 years of irresponsible fiscal policies
our national debt has increased 1,300%.
During that time Congress and our
Presidents weren’t willing to pay for
the things they wanted, or, in the al-
ternative, do without those items they
could not afford.

I agree with General Accounting Of-
fice (GAO) Comptroller General David
Walker, who, in testimony before the
House Ways and Means Committee last
year, said:

. . . this generation has a stewardship re-
sponsibility to future generations to reduce
the debt burden they inherit, to provide a
strong foundation for future economic
growth, and to ensure that future commit-
ments are both adequate and affordable. Pru-
dence requires making the tough choices
today while the economy is healthy and the
workforce is relatively large—before we are
hit by the baby boom’s demographic tidal
wave.

As most of my colleagues know, Con-
gressional Budget Office (CBO) figures
show that the United States will
achieve a $26 billion on-budget surplus
this current fiscal year, FY 2000.

However, it is of utmost importance
that we oppose the temptation to
squander this surplus.

In that regard, I have to commend
Majority Leader TRENT LOTT for stick-
ing to his guns on not moving forward
on a fiscal year 2000 supplemental ap-
propriations bill. He has stated his op-
position to a separate bill, preferring
instead, to include funding in the reg-
ular appropriations bills.

And we need to get moving on those
bills quickly, especially because of the
need for money to ensure our nation’s
defense readiness, our Kosovo peace-
keeping mission and Colombia’s drug
eradication efforts.

All we need to do is look at the
version of the supplemental that
passed in the House of Representatives
to see why we should not move forward
with a supplemental bill. Indeed, the
House started with the President’s re-
quest of $5.1 billion, reported a bill out
of the Appropriations Committee that
was some $9 billion and passed a final
bill that was $12.7 billion.

Imagine the size of the supplemental
once the Senate got through with it?

The worst thing that Congress could
do now is throw away any portion of
that $26 billion on-budget surplus that
was achieved in FY 2000 on non-emer-
gency spending.

And another reason that we should
not pass the supplemental is that it
can be argued that $22 billion of the $26
billion on-budget surplus that Congress
would be tapping into comes from the
Medicare Part A trust fund.

Instead of squandering this surplus,
let’s use it to pay down the debt. It will
be our first sizable on-budget surplus
that we’ve been able to use for debt re-
duction in 40 years, and a truly histor-
ical accomplishment.

And let’s continue to make history
by using future on-budget surpluses to
pay down our national debt.

Mr. President, I believe that if we
can pass this amendment, and add it to
the fine work that the Budget Com-
mittee Chairman has accomplished in
this resolution—and with the promise
from the Majority Leader on the sup-
plemental—I believe we will have made
a real difference.

We will have provided a decent budg-
et that should address some of our
most pressing problems, and, we will
take whatever on-budget surplus dol-
lars that come in and use them to re-
duce the national debt. Not spending
increases, not tax breaks, but simply
paying down the debt.

Mr. President, again, my amendment
is simple: it takes the $150 billion in
tax cuts assumed by this budget resolu-
tion and instead says to spend it on
debt reduction. I urge my colleagues
who believe that we should do all that
we can to bring down our national debt
to support this amendment.

Thank you Mr. President. I yield the
floor.
f

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that there be a
period for the transaction of morning
business with Senators permitted to
speak therein for up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

LEADERSHIP OF SOUTH DAKOTA
BASKETBALL GREAT MIKE MIL-
LER

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, it is a
great honor for me to represent the
people of South Dakota in the United
States Senate. They are the best re-
source in a state with an infinite num-
ber of tremendous attributes, and the
best part of my job is getting to know
and work with them on a daily basis.

I have often stood before my col-
leagues here in the Senate to recognize
the accomplishments of South Dako-
tans. Many times, the names sound un-
familiar to those in this chamber.
Today, however, I want to congratulate
a young man who made the country
stand up and take notice—and who
showed the country how we play bas-
ketball in South Dakota. His name is
Mike Miller, and, as every college bas-
ketball fan knows, he recently led the
Florida Gators to the NCAA Division I
National Championship basketball
game. Although the Gators fell in a
hard fought battle to the Michigan
State Spartans, anyone who saw that
game knows that Mike Miller is a very
special basketball player.
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Mike was named Most Outstanding

Player in his region for the tour-
nament. That is a tremendous feat for
any college player and was made pos-
sible only because Mike’s last-second
shot against Butler advanced Florida
and kept his team’s hopes of reaching
the championship game alive. His
clutch play continued in every game of
the tournament, making it easy to see
why Mike was named the best player in
his region. Remarkably, Mike did all of
this as just a sophomore.

Mike Miller is from Mitchell—a lead-
er in South Dakota high school basket-
ball—and as a Kernel he played under
the legendary Gary Munsen. Mike
started learning about the game of bas-
ketball long before he got to high
school, however. His uncle, Dakota
Wesleyan great Alan Miller, is the all-
time leading college scorer in South
Dakota. And Mike’s older brother
Ryan, who played for Northern State,
currently plays professionally in Aus-
tralia. The Millers are a big part of the
reason that growing up in Mitchell
means growing up around basketball.

In a time when too many athletes
seem to be more concerned with indi-
vidual statistics than playing as a
team, when the bottom line seems to
matter more to some professionals
than the love of the game, it’s refresh-
ing to see someone like Mike Miller on
the court. Through the course of the
tournament and the championship
game in Indianapolis, Mike showed his
opponents and the country how basket-
ball is played in South Dakota—and
how it should be played everywhere
else. His unselfish play makes the play-
ers around him better; he has an un-
canny ability to step up his game dur-
ing crunch time; and he never stops
working to improve. That’s what he
learned in Mitchell—that’s what he
learned in South Dakota—and that’s
what he’s showing the college basket-
ball world.

Although the Gators fell a few points
shy the other night in Indiana, Mike
Miller made us proud in South Dakota.
He proved to the country what those at
the Corn Palace and at Mitchell High
already know—that Mike Miller is a
champion. We are very proud to call
him one of our own.

Let me, of course, congratulate the
Michigan State Spartans and the Uni-
versity of Connecticut Huskies wom-
en’s team for their championship sea-
sons. But, on behalf of everyone who
cheered for him, I would also like to
take this opportunity to congratulate
Mike, his team and his parents—Tom
and Sheryl Miller of Mitchell—for the
incredible run the Florida Gators had
this season. It was fun to watch, and I
know we all look forward to seeing
more of Mike Miller in the years to
come.
f

HEALTH CARE FOR MILITARY
RETIREES

Mr. GORTON. Over the past few
weeks, I have had the opportunity to

sit down and listen to military retirees
during their veterans service organiza-
tions’ annual visit to Washington, DC.
Without exception, access to health
care was a priority for each and every
group. As a retired officer in the Air
Force Reserve, I understand the inter-
est in and importance of this issue to
those who dedicated a career to serving
and defending our Nation—I speak not
only of the service members them-
selves, but their spouses and dependent
family members as well.

After listening to retirees’ personal
stories and policy presentations, as
well as reading the numerous letters on
health care legislation I receive each
week from military retirees across
Washington State, I am convinced that
Congress, the President and the De-
partment of Defense must address the
issue of retirees’ access to health care.
In response to the requests of my mili-
tary retiree constituents, I am cospon-
soring Senate bills 915 and 2003, the
‘‘Keep Our Promise to America’s Mili-
tary Retirees Act.’’

In the past several years, I cospon-
sored and supported efforts to establish
the Medicare subvention demonstra-
tion program, now known as Tricare
Senior Prime, and the FEHBP dem-
onstration program. The Tricare Sen-
ior Prime demonstration program al-
lows Medicare-eligible retirees to re-
ceive care at military facilities with
Medicare paying the Department of De-
fense for the costs of that care. Some
retirees in my State of Washington
have been able to participate in the
Tricare Senior Prime demonstration
program as Madigan Army Medical
Center was one of the designated test
sites. I have spoken with the Com-
manding Officer at Madigan, my staff
has met at length with those over-
seeing the test at Madigan, as well as
the participating retirees, and it ap-
pears the test is a significant success.

Two concerns I have heard about the
Tricare Senior Prime program are that
this is a demonstration and is sched-
uled to end in December of this year,
and that Medicare’s current reimburse-
ment scheme to the Defense Depart-
ment will not fiscally support a perma-
nent program. Senate bill 915 will
make the Tricare Senior Prime test
program permanent and expand it na-
tionwide to facilities not in the test. It
is important for the Defense Depart-
ment and Congress to act to ensure
Tricare Senior Prime demonstration
program does not expire at the end of
this year and I will be working hard to
ensure Tricare Senior Prime is main-
tained. I also intend to work to see
that Medicare fairly reimburses the
Defense Department so that the costs
of the Tricare Senior Prime program
do not impact the services’ ability to
care for active duty service members
and their families.

Senate bill 2003, sponsored by Sen-
ators TIM JOHNSON, PAUL COVERDELL,
and 24 other Senators, would entitle all
retirees, and their widow or widower,
access to the Federal Employee Health

Benefit Plan (FEHBP), to which all fed-
eral non-military retirees have access.
As I stated previously, I supported es-
tablishing the current FEHBP dem-
onstration program. My support for the
demonstration and my decision to co-
sponsor this bill is driven, to a great
degree, by the fact that there are many
retirees who do not live in close prox-
imity to a military treatment facility,
some due to base closures that shut
down facilities in their area of the
country. This legislation would provide
retirees access to health care regard-
less of where they choose to live. S.
2003 will also expand access to Tricare
to allow Medicare-eligible retirees.

One other issue that I know is of con-
siderable concern to military retirees
is the cost of prescription drugs. This
concern is heightened, in a border
State like Washington, by the dis-
parity in drug prices between the
United States and Canada—an issue on
which I am working for a common-
sense, straight-forward solution. Of in-
terest to Medicare-eligible retirees is
access to prescription drugs from DoD
facilities or a mail-order program. I be-
lieve that it is only fair and appro-
priate for Congress to consider mili-
tary retirees when debating the cre-
ation of a Medicare prescription drug
benefit, which I support.

My cosponsorship of Senate bill 2003
and 915 is driven by the firm belief that
Congress must address the current
health care situation of military retir-
ees. The President and Defense Depart-
ment must be active participants in
this matter. Military retirees dedi-
cated their lives to defending our Na-
tion and protecting our interests
around the world—they are due a seri-
ous legislative response.
f

NATIONAL ORGAN
TRANSPLANTATION ACT

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that a letter dated
April 5, 2000, addressed to Senators
LOTT and DASCHLE, be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the letter
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

We are writing to lodge our strong objec-
tion to consideration of H.R. 2418 by the Sen-
ate. This bill would reauthorize the National
Organ Transplantation Act (NOTA) in a
manner that would adversely affect patients
in many states including our own, who are
desperately in need of organ transplants.

Every year, over 4,000 people die waiting
for an organ transplant. The organ alloca-
tion policy established by the Organ Pro-
curement and Transplantation Network
(OPTN) has been inequitable. Patients with
similar severities of illness are treated dif-
ferently, depending on where they live or at
which transplant center they are listed. Pa-
tients in some parts of the country wait
much longer than patients in other regions,
who have the same level of illness. So for
some, the chance of dying before they actu-
ally receive a transplant is much higher than
for others. Over the last 3 years, 97 people
died while waiting for an organ transplant at
the University of Chicago, 187 died while



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2229April 5, 2000
waiting at the University of Pittsburgh, 99
died while waiting at Mt. Sinai, NY, and 46
children died while waiting for an organ at
the Children’s Hospital in Pittsburgh.

Additional problems occur when hospitals
provide large numbers of life-saving trans-
plants to out-of-state patients. Maryland
hospitals, for instance, are required to pay
back United Network for Organ Sharing
(UNOS) with the total number of kidneys
used in transplant operations, even though
40 percent of those transplant are performed
on patients from other states. This means
that states with small populations and cen-
ters of excellence in transplantation more
easily build up a so-called ‘‘kidney debt.’’ A
‘‘payback’’ requirement also applies to livers
between some Organ Procurement Organiza-
tions (OPOs) or within certain OPOs. With-
out greater regional sharing of organs, such
policies result in longer than the national
average wait times and possible sanctions by
UNOS, merely because a state provides life-
savings services to non-residents.

To eliminate these inequities, the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services (HHS)
issued regulations, which became effective
March 16th, that establish a framework for
organ allocation policies to be developed by
the network. The policies will be based on
sound medical judgment and will be fairer
for all patients, irrespective of where they
live.

Regrettably, H.R. 2418 would take us back-
ward and undermine current efforts make
the system more equitable. The bill dele-
gates current government authority to a pri-
vate entity without appropriate standards of
Federal review. The bill denies HHS any role
in overseeing organ allocation and pro-
moting practices that are in the best inter-
est of the entire public health. The congres-
sionally mandated study by the Institute of
Medicine clearly stated that such a role for
HHS was both necessary and appropriate. In-
stead, the bill grants extraordinary powers
to a private sector entity to select and ap-
prove the Federal controller that manages
the OPTN. The manner of such selection
does not appear to be consistent with exist-
ing principles of the Federal acquisition
process, which promote full and open com-
petition in awarding Federal contracts. Fur-
thermore, the bill would not incorporate the
Institute of Medicine’s recommendation of
standardization of patient listing practices
and broader sharing of organs.

It is our hope that we can work with the
committee of jurisdiction here in the Senate,
the Health, Education, Labor and Pension
Committee, to forge in an alternative reau-
thorization bill. It is our understanding that
Senators Frist and Kennedy are currently
working on a bill that would be more in
keeping with the IOM’s recommendations.
We ask that this bill not disrupt the new
HHS regulations.

Because of our strong objections to H.R.
2418, we request that we be notified and con-
sulted before any unanimous consent agree-
ment is sought for any legislation that seeks
to reauthorize the National Organ Trans-
plant Act, to ensure our ability to exercise
our rights in the shaping of this important
legislation.

Thank you for your consideration in this
matter.

Sincerely,
RICHARD J. DURBIN,
BOB KERREY,
RICK SANTORUM,
BARBARA A. MIKULSKI,
PETER G. FITZGERALD,
CHUCK HAGEL,
ARLEN SPECTER,
PAUL S. SARBANES,
CHARLES E. SCHUMER.

TRADE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
SYSTEM

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I rise
today to address a concern I have
about the way we run our trade policy.

Over a quarter century ago, Congress
passed the Trade Act of 1974. It was a
monumental piece of legislation which
laid the foundation for America’s cur-
rent trade policy operations. One of its
features was a formal system of non-
partisan advisory committees. These
committees were designed to give the
Executive Branch advice from the pri-
vate sector on trade agreements.

The Trade Act created two tiers of
advisory committees. At the top is the
Advisory Committee on Trade Policy
and Negotiations (ACTPN), composed
of 45 people serving for a 2-year term.
The members are officers of corpora-
tions, trade associations and labor
unions. A parallel committee known as
TEPAC provides advice on trade and
the environment. The next tier con-
tains the Industry Sector Advisory
Committees and the Industry Func-
tional Advisory Committees, known as
ISAC’s and IFAC’s. The Trade Act
gives the Executive Branch substantial
leeway in creating them, chartering
them, and choosing their members.
Today there are more than two dozen
ISAC’s and IFAC’s.

Mr. President, the Clinton Adminis-
tration announced last month that it
was taking a hard look at the advisory
committee process. I support that. In
the past year, we’ve witnessed some
unwelcome developments in the advi-
sory committee system that call into
question whether its operating in the
way Congress intended.

In May 1999, the head of a prominent
environmental group resigned from the
TEPAC. He resigned after his com-
mittee was asked to comment on regu-
lations only after, rather than before,
they were proposed by the State De-
partment.

In November 1999, the U.S. District
Court in Seattle ruled in favor of envi-
ronmentalists who were seeking rep-
resentation on two of the ISAC’s for
paper and wood products. They be-
lieved that the trade issues under dis-
cussion could have environmental con-
sequences, and they wanted the ISAC’s
to consider those consequences when
providing advice to the government.
The Court agreed, and the Commerce
Department took steps to comply.

For reasons I don’t understand, the
Justice Department appealed the deci-
sion after the Commerce Department
had taken these steps. I have already
said that I will introduce legislation
mandating environmental participa-
tion if the District Court decision is
overturned.

In January 2000, all three labor rep-
resentatives resigned from the ACTPN,
the top-tier committee. Their com-
plaint was that they had no say in
shaping the discussion agenda. So now
nobody speaks on behalf of American
workers on the ACTPN.

Clearly, Mr. President, this process
isn’t working the way Congress in-

tended. It is time for a fresh look. Let
me focus on what I believe are the two
main issues we should consider: trade
agreement compliance and open par-
ticipation.

In the 1974 Trade Act, Congress gave
the advisory committees two main
tasks. The first task was to give advice
on upcoming and ongoing trade nego-
tiations. The advice they give helps set
negotiating objectives and bargaining
positions. The second task related to
existing trade agreement. The ACTPN,
the ISAC’s and the IFAC’s were to give
advice and information on compliance
with these existing trade agreements.

We need more work on the second
task.

Over the past 20 years, the United
States has entered into more than 400
trade agreements. Last month the GAO
issued a report on how well we monitor
and enforce them. The answer: not very
well.

The American Chamber of Commerce
in Japan has just released an analysis
of our bilateral trade agreements
there. They examined over 50 separate
agreements, testing them for effective
implementation. Of the ones given a
numerical grade, over half flunked the
implementation test. That’s miserable.

What’s the problem? The problem is
two-fold. First, everyone wants to ne-
gotiate agreements, but nobody wants
to implement them. That leads to the
second problem: too few monitors.

With respect to the first problem, Mr.
President, it is worth remembering
that trade policy is carried out by
human beings. Like people everywhere,
they find that negotiating deals is ex-
citing. Negotiating is high-profile
work. What about implementation? Im-
plementing deals is not nearly as excit-
ing as negotiating them. Everyone
signs up to negotiate. No one signs up
to implement.

With respect to the second problem,
the GAO cited a widespread lack of per-
sonnel to monitor and enforce trade
agreements. They pointed to staffing
gaps at in the U.S. Trade Representa-
tive’s office, the Commerce Depart-
ment and other agencies. I don’t doubt
it. President Clinton and Vice Presi-
dent GORE have worked hard and suc-
cessfully to slim down the federal bu-
reaucracy. So there aren’t many extra
hands.

I don’t think this problem can be
solved by hiring more people. In fact,
given the number and complexity of
modern trade agreements, I doubt that
we even could hire enough government
workers to do the job right. We’ve
moved far beyond the old-style trade
pacts that just covered tariffs, where it
is easy to see whether everybody’s
charging the right rate. Nowadays
these agreements cover highly special-
ized non-tariff issues. We have agree-
ments on technical standards for high-
tech electronic products. Agreements
covering regulatory procedures, such
as approving new drugs. Understanding
these agreements takes very specific
expertise.
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Even though these trade agreements

differ widely in scope and in content,
they have one feature in common.
Their aim is opening markets for
American exports. Who is in the best
position to monitor whether or not
they achieve that purpose? I submit,
Mr. President, that the companies who
are supposed to benefit from the agree-
ments are in the best position, along
with their trade associations.

We have about 1,000 people from the
private sector in the advisory com-
mittee system. They are all volunteers,
working free of charge. They do an ex-
cellent job on their first task, advising
the government on the negotiating end
of trade policy. We should get them
working on their second task, moni-
toring existing trade agreements. And
they should do their monitoring out in
the open.

Every new trade agreement should be
assigned to at least one advisory com-
mittee. That committee should be re-
sponsible for monitoring compliance
with the agreement. That committee
should report regularly on implementa-
tion. It should recommend specific ac-
tion when it finds examples of non-
compliance. Complicated agreements,
such as NAFTA and the Uruguay
Round, should be parceled out among
several committees.

Prospective members of trade advi-
sory committees should all meet the
following test: do they represent an or-
ganization willing and able to help
monitor compliance with trade agree-
ments? Only those who answer yes
should be put on a committee.

Mr. President, let me turn now to the
second issue we should examine: public
participation.

I come from a state with a strong
tradition of open government. A Mon-
tanan has the right to attend any
meeting that a State official holds. No
exceptions. The federal government
has a tradition of openness too, espe-
cially with respect to advisory com-
mittees. Congress made openness a
statutory requirement with the Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act (FACA)
of 1972. When we passed the Trade Act,
we specified openness by requiring that
all of these trade advisory committees
follow FACA procedures.

We left one exception. Meetings
could be closed to the public if they
covered matters which would seriously
compromise U.S. Government trade ne-
gotiations. That’s a quote from the
law. ‘‘Seriously compromise.’’ And
only with respect to ongoing active ne-
gotiations.

Today there aren’t many active trade
negotiations underway. So there is not
much to be seriously compromised.
Nevertheless, too many advisory com-
mittees are still closed to interested
observers. That’s unacceptable. It’s il-
logical. It’s illegal.

What are the advisory committees
talking about in these meetings? I’ve
heard from people who attend them
that almost all of the information dis-
cussed is pretty straightforward. Noth-
ing very secret.

People who are barred from the meet-
ings don’t know that. They begin to
suspect that something’s going on in
those rooms. Maybe somebody is trying
to hide something from them. Closing
off these meetings just feeds that feel-
ing of mistrust. It’s bad government.

In the past, the Administration used
to close all ISAC and IFAC meetings,
until they lost a 1996 court challenge.
It was a blanket closure policy. In ar-
guing this case before the court, the
Trade Representative’s office said that
Congress agreed with the blanket clo-
sure policy, because we never did any-
thing about it.

Let’s do something about it. The
Constitution gives Congress, not the
Executive Branch, authority over
international trade. I intend to intro-
duce legislation designed to clear up
any confusion about what Congress ex-
pects with regard to public participa-
tion in ISAC’s and IFAC’s.

Finally, Mr. President, I have found
one other feature of advisory com-
mittee that we should change. There is
a ‘‘consensus’’ mentality. Some com-
mittees feel that they can only give ad-
vice if they reach a consensus. They
say that this is why committees can’t
have members who come at issues in
different ways. They’ll never get con-
sensus. I see nothing wrong with com-
mittees sending forward recommenda-
tions along with minority viewpoints.
We’re a democracy. We do this all the
time.

I look forward to working with my
Senate colleagues and with the trade
agencies of the Executive Branch to
get the advisory committee system
back on track.

Mr. President, I have written to Sec-
retary Daley and Ambassador
Barshefsky outlining my thoughts on
this issue. I ask unanimous consent
that this letter be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the letter
was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

UNITED STATES SENATE,
Washington, DC, April 4, 2000.

Hon. WILLIAM M. DALEY,
Secretary of Commerce, Washington, DC.
Hon. CHARLENE BARSHEFSKY,
U.S. Trade Representative, Washington, DC.

DEAR SECRETARY DALEY AND AMBASSADOR
BARSHEFSKY: Your recent initiative to take a
close look at the trade advisory process is
right on target. As you know, I am con-
cerned by the resignations by prominent
labor leaders and environmentalists from
TEPAC and ACTPN, and by the Administra-
tion’s appeal of the court ruling on NGO par-
ticipation in ISAC’s. It is time to re-examine
the process, balancing sometimes conflicting
goals.

For example, we seek influential leaders
on ACTPN and TEPAC who understand trade
policy. It is not always easy to find both
qualities in one person. As a result, the abil-
ity of ACTPN and TEPAC members to con-
tribute to trade policy formulation varies
widely.

The desire for the ISAC’s and IFAC’s to
foster consensus recommendations leads to
excluding certain interested parties. I have
heard from business groups and NGO’s on
this point. Morever, because the advisory

process can be rigid and slow, it is tempting
to circumvent the ISAC’s or IFAC’s, and in-
stead use informal groups of trade advisors.

Let me offer a few ideas for improving the
process.

We should give the advisory committees a
more active role in monitoring implementa-
tion of existing agreements. Their charters
include this function, but we don’t empha-
size compliance monitoring. We should
strengthen this function. The private sector
can help fill the information gaps which the
GAO identified in its recent report on trade
agreement compliance.

In addition, we should reexamine com-
mittee operating rules, such as procedures
for choosing members and the role of the
designated federal official. This may entail
streamlining the system by reducing the
number of standing committees. Finally, we
have to clarify the relationship between the
1974 Trade Act and the Federal Advisory
Committee Act.

This 26 year-old system is ready for some
fresh eyes and for a legislative remedy. I
look forward to working with you to improve
the process.

Sincerely,
MAX BAUCUS.

f

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business yesterday, Tuesday,
April 4, 2000, the Federal debt stood at
$5,758,854,640,223.41 (Five trillion, seven
hundred fifty-eight billion, eight hun-
dred fifty-four million, six hundred
forty thousand, two hundred twenty-
three dollars and forty-one cents).

Five years ago, April 4, 1995, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $4,876,207,000,000
(Four trillion, eight hundred seventy-
six billion, two hundred seven million).

Ten years ago, April 4, 1990, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $3,092,193,000,000
(Three trillion, ninety-two billion, one
hundred ninety-three million).

Fifteen years ago, April 4, 1985, the
Federal debt stood at $1,738,045,000,000
(One trillion, seven hundred thirty-
eight billion, forty-five million).

Twenty-five years ago, April 4, 1975,
the Federal debt stood at
$505,481,000,000 (Five hundred five bil-
lion, four hundred eighty-one million)
which reflects a debt increase of more
than $5 trillion—$5,253,373,640,223.41
(Five trillion, two hundred fifty-three
billion, three hundred seventy-three
million, six hundred forty thousand,
two hundred twenty-three dollars and
forty-one cents) during the past 25
years.
f

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO GIL HODGES

∑ Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor Gil Hodges on his 25
year career in Major League Baseball.
Gil Hodges served 18 years as a major
league player and 7 years as a manager,
during which he distinguished himself
through exceptional performance, suc-
cess, professionalism and personal
achievement.

At the conclusion of his playing ca-
reer in 1962, Gil Hodges was the leading
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right handed home run hitter in Na-
tional League history; hitting 20 or
more home runs in 11 seasons, sur-
passing the 30 home run mark four
times and the 40 mark twice. For the
11-year period between 1949 and 1959, he
averaged more than 30 home runs and
100 RBIs per season. Those are some
impressive statistics. A vital part of
both the Brooklyn Dodgers and New
York Mets franchises, Gil appeared in 8
World Series, winning 1 as a player and
1 as a manager. During his tenure, Gil
Hodges led the 1969 Miracle Mets to one
of the most memorable and remarkable
World Championships in the history of
baseball, bringing pride to Mets fans
all across the city.

Beyond being a great major leaguer,
Gil Hodges was a great humanitarian.
He played a major role in the success
and acceptance of his teammate, Jack-
ie Robinson. Jackie’s eventual success
was facilitated by the leadership and
courage of Gil Hodges. A life long New
Yorker, his memory lives on in the
minds of the many Dodgers and Mets
fans that got to witness his greatness.
His number 14 has been retired by the
Mets assuring that his legacy will be
preserved for generations. In closing, I
would like to say that Gil Hodges was
a great baseball player, a great man-
ager, and more importantly a great
man. He was a hero to many and I am
taking this time to pay tribute to his
legacy. Thank you, Gil.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO MR. FILIPPO MILONE
∑ Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize Mr. Filippo Milone,
a well-known community leader who
was recently given the Republican Con-
gressional Committee’s Businessman of
the Year Award. Filippo runs the high-
ly successful and well regarded Pillars
restaurant in Mobile, Alabama which
serves some of the best cuisine not
only in the state, but in the entire
country. This award is truly a testa-
ment to Filippo’s reputation in the Mo-
bile business community and to the
high esteem in which he is held by his
peers. I want to congratulate Filippo
and his wife of 27 years, Geltrude, and
offer my thanks for their dedication to
the city of Mobile.

Born in Italy in 1938, Filippo came to
the United States after fulfilling his
duties in the Italian military. After
traveling to various parts of the coun-
try, Filippo chose to settle in the Mo-
bile area to establish a business and
raise a family. Calling upon his exten-
sive culinary training, Filippo opened
the Pillars restaurant in 1975 with the
idea of creating a unique dining experi-
ence for customers. Today, the Pillars
restaurant continues to thrive. Filippo
has 40 employees and enjoys the satis-
faction that comes with creating op-
portunities for others. He is active in
the community as a member of many
local organizations, including the Res-
taurant Association, the Chef’s Asso-
ciation, and Lion’s Club. Indeed,
Filippo’s many activities truly entitle

him to the recognition that comes with
being named a Businessman of the
Year.

Again, I would like to congratulate
Filippo and his entire family on this
award. I have had the pleasure of eat-
ing at the Pillars Restaurant on nu-
merous occasions and can honestly say
I have never been disappointed. Both
the service and food are always first
class, and being in the company of
someone with such a deep sense of com-
munity is always a pleasure. His com-
mitment to the Mobile area and to Ala-
bama should be commended.∑
f

IN MEMORY OF JOHN ROBERT
STARR

∑ Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, just a
few days ago Arkansas lost one of its
boldest opinion leaders and most re-
spected modern journalists, John Rob-
ert Starr. I rise today to pay tribute to
his career and to offer my sympathies
to his family, friends and colleagues.

A journalist of the ‘‘old-school,’’
John Robert Starr was dedicated to the
tradition of his craft even in this day
and age of on-line papers and 24-hour
news channels. He loved his work and
once said of journalism: ‘‘This is the
place to be—reporting, covering the
day-to-day business. This is where I
would like to be. This is where every-
body ought to be.’’

Ultimately, Mr. Starr would have a
dramatic impact on journalism in Ar-
kansas. But he got his start on the col-
lege newspaper at Southwestern, now
Rhodes College in Memphis. After col-
lege, Starr combined two of his loves,
sports and journalism, to join the
sports staff at the Memphis Commer-
cial Appeal. He later moved to the As-
sociated Press in Little Rock as the
sports editor but soon shifted into the
arena of political coverage.

Throughout his 19-year career at the
AP, including as Little Rock bureau
chief, Starr covered such infamous po-
litical characters as Governor Orval
Faubus, as well as various political
candidates. After a lengthy and suc-
cessful stint, he then left the AP to
teach journalism at the University of
Arkansas at Little Rock. Starr didn’t
last long on the academic side of things
after being recruited to run an after-
noon paper, the Arkansas Democrat.
The Democrat was headed into battle
with a more widely-read morning
paper, the Arkansas Gazette, which
was the oldest newspaper west of the
Mississippi.

As they say, the rest is history. John
Robert Starr led the Democrat through
a raucous, public battle against the Ga-
zette for readership and power. He be-
came known through a must-read daily
column for his sharp wit and engaging
writing. Ultimately, the Democrat
took the Gazette head on with hard
news coverage and even harder-hitting
opinions. It won, taking over the Ga-
zette in 1991 under the masthead of one
combined daily paper, the Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette. It has been said

that, despite his hand in shutting the
Gazette down, Starr mourned the loss
of the competition and lamented the
passing of a major journalistic institu-
tion.

After the takeover, Starr stayed at
the helm of the Democrat-Gazette as
managing editor for just under a year,
but stayed on to write his much-be-
loved daily column until the late 1990’s
when he cut back to three columns per
week. During these years, Starr took
on every topic from politics to travel,
from professional basketball to Razor-
back football’s recent stadium con-
troversy. He always had an opinion and
expressed it like no one else could.
While his career was not without con-
troversy, his opinions were always re-
ceived with respect.

John Robert Starr also devoted much
time to his wife of 51 years, the former
Norma Jeanette Wilson of Pine Bluff,
Arkansas, and their family. They trav-
eled extensively over the years and
their adventures provided material for
many touching columns. Starr is sur-
vived by two sons, a daughter, and nine
grandchildren, whom he loved dearly.

Journalism in my home state is for-
ever influenced by the life and career
of John Robert Starr. He was a dedi-
cated Arkansan, with a passionate
commitment to our state and its com-
munities. With his passing, thousands
of Arkansans will find something miss-
ing as they pick up their morning pa-
pers for years to come.∑

f

THE KOSCIUSZKO FOUNDATION

∑ Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
would like to extend my congratula-
tions to the Kosciuszko Foundation—
the American Center for Polish Cul-
ture—in honor of the Foundation cele-
brating its 75th Anniversary.

As the oldest not-for-profit institu-
tion in the United States which main-
tains cultural and educational ex-
changes between the U.S. and Poland,
the Kosciuszko Foundation organizes
academic, scholarly and scientific ex-
changes, and fellowships and grants for
Polish scholars.

The Foundation also supports efforts
to further business and economic edu-
cation in Poland, and it also funds val-
uable programs to prepare Poland’s po-
litical and social leaders for the coun-
try’s new democratic system.

I commend the Kosciuszko Founda-
tion for promoting Polish education
and culture, and for its years of dedi-
cated service to the Polish and Polish-
American community. Many thanks
also must go to the dedicated folks at
the foundation for maintaining the
vital Polish culture.∑

f

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.
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EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United
States submitting a nomination which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

(The nomination received today is
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
f

THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION’S BIENNIAL REPORT ON
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TRANS-
PORTATION—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT—PM99

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the United
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation.

To the Congress of the United States:
I herewith transmit the Department

of Transportation’s Biennial Report on
Hazardous Materials Transportation
for Calendar Years 1996–1997. The re-
port has been prepared in accordance
with the Federal hazardous materials
transportation law, 49 U.S.C. 5121(e).

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, April 5, 2000.
f

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:23 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 758. An act for the relief of Nancy B.
Wilson.

H.R. 3903. An act to deem the vessel M/V
Mist Cove to be less than 100 gross tons, as
measured under chapter 145 of title 46,
United States Code.

H.R. 2418. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to revise and extend pro-
grams relating to organ procurement and
transplantation.

f

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent and referred as indicated:

H.R. 758. An act for the relief of Nancy B.
Wilson; to the Committee on Finance.

H.R. 3903. An act to deem the vessel M/V
Mist Cove to be less than 100 gross tons, as
measured under chapter 145 of title 46,
United States Code; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

H.R. 2418. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to revise and extend pro-
grams relating to organ procurement and
transplantation; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

f

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC–8336. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulations, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Projects
with Industry (Evaluation Standards and
Compliance Indicators)’’ (RIN1820–AB45), re-
ceived April 3, 2000; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

EC–8337. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulations, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Final
Regulations-Federal Perkins Loan Pro-
gram’’, received April 3, 2000; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

EC–8338. A communication from the Board
of Trustees, Federal Old-Age and Survivors
Insurance and Disability Insurance Trust
Funds transmitting, pursuant to law, the
2000 annual report; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

EC–8339. A communication from the Board
of Trustees, Federal Supplementary Medical
Insurance Trust Fund transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the 2000 annual report; to the
Committee on Finance.

EC–8340. A communication from the Board
of Trustees, Federal Hospital Insurance
Trust Fund transmitting, pursuant to law,
the 2000 annual report; to the Committee on
Finance.

EC–8341. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Commission, Federal Trade
Commission transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Formal Inter-
pretation 17, Pursuant to Section 803.30 of
the Premerger Notification Rules, 16 CFR
Section 803.30, Regarding Filing Obligations
for Certain Acquisitions Involving Banking
and Non-Banking Businesses under the (c)(7)
and (c)(8) Exemptions of the Hart-Scott-Ro-
dino Act as Amended by the Gram-Leach-
Bliley Act’’, received April 3, 2000; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC–8342. A communication from the Assist-
ant Administrator for Fisheries, National
Marine Fisheries Service, Department of
Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the
Northeastern United States; Spiny Dogfish
Fishery Management Plan; Delay of Effec-
tiveness’’, received March 30, 2000; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC–8343. A communication from the Assist-
ant Administrator for Fisheries, National
Marine Fisheries Service, Department of
Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Final Rule to
Implement Amendment 9 to the Fishery
Management Plan for the Coastal Migratory
Pelagic Resources of the Gulf of Mexico and
South Atlantic’’, received March 30, 2000; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC–8344. A communication from the Assist-
ant Administrator for Fisheries, National
Marine Fisheries Service, Department of
Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the
Exclusive Economic Zone Off Alaska-Closes
B Season Pollock Fishery within the
Shelikof Strait Conservation Area in the
Gulf of Alaska’’, received March 30, 2000; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC–8345. A communication from the Chief,
Office of Regulations and Administrative
Law, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Safety/Se-
curity Zone Regulations; Fort Lauderdale,
FL (COTP Miami 00–030)’’ (RIN2115–AA97)
(2000–0006), received March 30, 2000; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC–8346. A communication from the Chief,
Office of Regulations and Administrative
Law, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Draw-
bridge Regulations; Norwalk River, CT
(CGD01–00–014)’’ (RIN2115–AE$7) (2000–0017),
received March 30, 2000; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC–8347. A communication from the Spe-
cial Assistant to the Chief, Mass Media Bu-
reau, Federal Communications Commission
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Section
73.202(b), Table of Allotments, FM Broadcast
Stations; Elaine, AR; Ringgold, LA; Hays,
KS’’ (MM Docket No. 99–280; RM–9672; MM
Docket No. 99–281, RM–9684; MM Docket No.
99–283, RM–9711), received March 30, 2000; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC–8348. A communication from the Spe-
cial Assistant to the Chief, Mass Media Bu-
reau, Federal Communications Commission
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Section
73.202(b), Table of Allotments, FM Broadcast
Stations; Easton, Merced and North Fork,
CA’’ (MM Docket No. 99–181; RM–9584; RM–
9700), received March 30, 2000; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC–8349. A communication from the Spe-
cial Assistant to the Chief, Mass Media Bu-
reau, Federal Communications Commission
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Section
73.202(b), Table of Allotments, FM Broadcast
Stations; Littlefield, Wolfforth and Tahoka,
TX’’ (MM Docket No. 95–83; RM–8634), re-
ceived March 30, 2000; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC–8350. A communication from the Spe-
cial Assistant to the Chief, Mass Media Bu-
reau, Federal Communications Commission
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Section
73.202(b), Table of Allotments, FM Broadcast
Stations; Newell, SD; Moville, IA; Rockford,
IA; Watseka, IL; Keosauqua, IA; and Box
Elder, SD’’ (MM Docket Nos. 99–96; 00–193; 99–
194; 99–308; 99–309; and 99–310), received March
30, 2000; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC–8351. A communication from the Spe-
cial Assistant to the Chief, Mass Media Bu-
reau, Federal Communications Commission
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Section
73.202(b), Table of Allotments, FM Broadcast
Stations; Johnson City and Owego, NY’’ (MM
Docket No. 99–245; RM–9680), received March
30, 2000; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC–8352. A communication from the Spe-
cial Assistant to the Chief, Mass Media Bu-
reau, Federal Communications Commission
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Section
73.202(b), Table of Allotments, FM Broadcast
Stations; Ankeny and West Des Moines, IA’’
(MM Docket No. 95–108; RM–8631), received
March 30, 2000; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC–8353. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; CFM
International CFM56–2, –2A, –2B, –3, –3B, and
–3C Series Turbofan Engines; Docket No. 99–
NE–57 (3–28/3–30)’’ (RIN2120–AA64) (2000–0183),
received March 30, 2000; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC–8354. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
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entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Learjet
Model 35, 35A, 36, 36A, 55, 55B, and 55C Air-
planes; Rescission; Docket No. 99–NM–311 (3–
27/3–30)’’ (RIN2120–AA64) (2000–0182), received
March 30, 2000; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC–8355. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Bell Hel-
icopter Textron Canada Model 407 Heli-
copters; Request for Comments; Docket No.
99–SW–75 (3–30/3–30)’’ (RIN2120–AA64) (2000–
0180), received March 30, 2000; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

EC–8356. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Airbus
Model A330 and A340 Series Airplanes; Dock-
et No. 99–NM–185 (3–30/3–30)’’ (RIN2120–AA64)
(2000–0181), received March 30, 2000; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC–8357. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Israel
Aircraft Industries, Ltd., Model Astra SPX
Series Airplanes; Docket No. 99–NM–256 (3–28/
3–30)’’ (RIN2120–AA64) (2000–0184), received
March 30, 2000; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC–8358. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Modification of the Airspace for
Grand Canyon National Park; Docket No.
FAA–99–5926 (4–4/4–3)’’ (RIN2120–AG74), re-
ceived April 3, 2000; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC–8359. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Commercial Air Tour Limitation
in the Grand Canyon National Park Special
Flight Rules Area; Docket No. FAA–99–5927
(4–4/4–3)’’ (RIN2120–AG73), received April 3,
2000; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC–8360. A communication from the Acting
Director, Fish and Wildlife Service, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Endan-
gered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants:
Determination of Threatened Status for the
Northern Idaho Ground Squirrel’’ (RIN1018–
AE84), received March 31, 2000; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

EC–8361. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Transportation, transmitting a
draft of proposed legislation relative to cre-
ation of a highway emergency relief reserve;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

EC–8362. A communication from the Vice
President, Communications, Tennessee Val-
ley Authority transmitting the Statistical
Summary for fiscal year 1999; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

f

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and
were referred or ordered to lie on the
table as indicated:

POM–451. A resolution adopted by the
Board of County Commissioners, Spokane
County, Washington relative to the United

Nations Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

POM–452. A resolution adopted by the
Board of Commissioners, Ferry County,
Washington relative to the Endangered Spe-
cies Act; to the Committee on Environment
and Public Works.

POM–453. A resolution adopted by the
Southern Governors’ Association relative to
the Master Water Control Manual for the
Missouri River; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works.

f

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The following report of committee
was submitted:

By Mr. MACK, from the Joint Economic
Committee: Special Report entitled ‘‘The
2000 Joint Economic Report’’ (Rept. No. 106–
225).

f

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF A
COMMITTEE

The following report of a committee
was submitted:

By Mr. MURKOWSKI for the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

Thomas A. Fry, III, of Texas, to be Direc-
tor of the Bureau of Land Management.

(The above nomination was reported
with the recommendation that he be
confirmed subject to the nominee’s
commitment to respond to requests to
appear and testify before any duly con-
stituted committee of the Senate.)
f

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr.
INOUYE):

S. 2357. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to permit retired members of
the Armed Forces who have a service-con-
nected disability to receive military retired
pay concurrently with veterans’ disability
compensation; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself and Ms.
LANDRIEU):

S. 2358. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act with respect to the operation by
the National Institutes of Health of an ex-
perimental program to stimulate competi-
tive research; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. ROBB (for himself and Mr.
WARNER):

S. 2359. A bill to make technical correc-
tions in United States Customs Service regu-
lations regarding the importation of goods
bearing foreign owned trademarks or trade
names, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. SHELBY:
S. 2360. A bill to amend the Gramm-Leach-

Bliley Act to provide for a limitation on
sharing of behavioral profiling information,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. SCHUMER:
S. 2361. A bill to amend Public Law 85–159

to strike the provision relating to trans-
mission of power generated by the Niagara
Power Project, New York, to neighboring

States; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Mr. VOINOVICH (for himself, Mr.
BREAUX, Mr. INHOFE, and Ms.
LANDRIEU):

S. 2362. A bill to amend the Clean Air Act
to direct the Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to consider risk
assessments and cost-benefit analyses as
part of the process of establishing a new or
revised air quality standard; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. CRAPO:
S. 2363. A bill to subject the United States

to imposition of fees and costs in proceedings
relating to State water rights adjudications;
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. SANTORUM (for himself and
Mr. GREGG):

S. 2364. A bill to amend the Social Security
Act to require Social Security Administra-
tion publications to highlight critical infor-
mation relating to the future financing
shortfalls of the social security program; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
BOND, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr.
REED, Mr. SANTORUM, Mr. ABRAHAM,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. COCHRAN, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. HOLLINGS, Ms. MIKUL-
SKI, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. MURKOWSKI,
Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr.
TORRICELLI, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr.
LEAHY, Mr. ENZI, Mr. LUGAR, Mr.
CLELAND, Mr. HAGEL, Ms. SNOWE, Mr.
BENNETT, Mr. GORTON, Mr. HUTCH-
INSON, Mr. HELMS, Mr. ALLARD, Mrs.
LINCOLN, Mr. L. CHAFEE, Mr. DEWINE,
Mr. ASHCROFT, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mr. BROWNBACK, and Mr.
VOINOVICH):

S. 2365. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to eliminate the 15 per-
cent reduction in payment rates under the
prospective payment system for home health
services; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. FRIST (for himself, Mr. JEF-
FORDS, Mr. GREGG, Mr. ENZI, Mr.
HUTCHINSON, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
BROWNBACK, Mr. HAGEL, and Mr. SES-
SIONS):

S. 2366. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to revise and extend provisions
relating to the Organ Procurement Trans-
plantation Network; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. ABRAHAM (for himself, Mr.
KENNEDY, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. DEWINE,
Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. AKAKA, Mr.
GRAHAM, and Mr. INOUYE):

S. 2367. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to make improvements
to, and permanently authorize, the visa
waiver pilot program under the Act; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

f

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. ABRAHAM (for himself and Mr.
LEVIN):

S. Res. 281. A resolution to congratulate
the Michigan State University Men’s Basket-
ball Team on winning the 2000 National Col-
legiate Athletic Association Men’s Basket-
ball Championship; considered and agreed to.

By Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr.
LIEBERMAN):

S. Res. 282. A resolution congratulating the
Huskies of the University of Connecticut for
winning the 2000 Women’s Basketball Cham-
pionship; considered and agreed to.
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED

BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr.
INOUYE):

S. 2357. A bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to permit retired
members of the Armed Forces who
have a service-connected disability to
receive military retired pay concur-
rently with veterans’ disability com-
pensation; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.
ARMED FORCES CONCURRENT RETIREMENT AND

DISABILITY PAYMENT ACT OF 2000

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am
pleased today to introduce legislation
along with my esteemed colleague Sen-
ator INOUYE that will correct an in-
equity for veterans who have retired
from our Armed Forces with a service-
connected disability.

Our legislation will permit retired
members of the Armed Forces who
have a service connected disability to
receive military retired pay concur-
rently with veterans’ disability com-
pensation.

Mr. President, disabled military re-
tirees are only entitled to receive dis-
ability compensation if they agree to
wave a portion of their retired pay
equal to the amount of compensation.
This requirement discriminates un-
fairly against disabled career soldiers
by requiring them to essentially pay
their own disability compensation.

Military retirement pay and dis-
ability compensation were earned and
awarded for entirely different purposes.
Current law ignores the distinction be-
tween these two entitlements. Mem-
bers of our Armed Forces have dedi-
cated 20 or more years to our country’s
defense earning their retirement for
service. Whereas disability compensa-
tion is awarded to a veteran for injury
incurred in the line of duty.

It is inequitable and unfair for our
veterans not to receive both of these
payments concurrently. We have an op-
portunity to show our gratitude to
these remarkable men and women who
have sacrificed so much for this great
country of ours. I hope the Senate will
seriously consider passing this legisla-
tion, to end at last, this disservice to
our retired military men and women.

Mr. President, this legislation rep-
resents an honest attempt to correct
an injustice that has existed for far too
long. Allowing disabled veterans to re-
ceive military retired pay and veterans
disability compensation concurrently
will restore fairness to Federal retire-
ment policy.

This legislation is supported by vet-
erans service organizations, including
the Disabled American Veterans, the
American Legion, and Paralyzed Vet-
erans of America. This is simply the
right thing to do. Our veterans have
earned this and now it is our chance to
honor their service to our nation.

I ask unanimous consent that the
text of the Armed Forces Concurrent
Retirement Disability Payment Act of
2000 and attached documents be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

S. 2357
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of

Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Armed
Forces Concurrent Retirement and Dis-
ability Payment Act of 2000’’.
SEC. 2. CONCURRENT PAYMENT OF RETIRED PAY

AND COMPENSATION FOR RETIRED
MEMBERS WITH SERVICE-CON-
NECTED DISABILITIES.

(a) CONCURRENT PAYMENT.—Section 5304(a)
of title 38, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

‘‘(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of
paragraph (1) and section 5305 of this title,
compensation under chapter 11 of this title
may be paid to a person entitled to receive
retired or retirement pay described in such
section 5305 concurrently with such person’s
receipt of such retired or retirement pay.’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
apply with respect to payments of compensa-
tion for months beginning on or after that
date.

(c) PROHIBITION ON RETROACTIVE BENE-
FITS.—No benefits shall be paid to any person
by virtue of the amendment made by sub-
section (a) for any period before the effective
date of this Act as specified in subsection (b).

NEVADA PARALYZED
VETERANS OF AMERICA,
Las Vegas, NV, April 4, 2000.

Senator HARRY REID,
Hart Senate Office Building,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR REID: Nevada Paralyzed
Veterans of America is dedicated to all ef-
forts that will support and enhance the qual-
ity of life of our members. We consider our-
selves an important voice of reason and logic
when issues of substance arise regarding leg-
islation and health care. In the tradition of
excellence that we acquired during our ac-
tive military training we continue to strive
to maintain the same in promoting quality
of life post disability.

As President of Nevada Paralyzed Veterans
of America (Nevada PVA), I would like to
offer my support of your legislation to per-
mit the concurrent receipt of service-con-
nected disability compensation and retire-
ment pay, without deductions. Nevada PVA
has consistently supported legislation that
would attempt to remedy the unjust dis-
parity in benefits for the men and women
who have served in our Armed Services.

While Nevada PVA supports these meas-
ures, as we have in the past, we must be as-
sured that the other benefits currently being
received by veterans are in no way com-
promised or reduced. VA has just recently
begun getting the funding it needs to avoid
the devastating effects of past flat-lined
budgets. We hope that Congress will see the
wisdom of providing concurrent receipts.

Thank you again for your continued sup-
port of our veterans and for your legislation.
We look forward to the passage of your bill
and the benefits it will bring to our deserv-
ing service-connected disabled veterans.

Sincerely,
LUPO A. QUITORIANO, Ph.D.,

President.

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS,
DEPARTMENT OF NEVADA,

Las Vegas, NV, April 4, 2000.
Senator HARRY REID.

DEAR SIR: It is our understanding that you
are about to introduce legislation that would

establish ‘‘Concurrent Payments of Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Disability Com-
pensation and Military Retirement’’.

The Department of Nevada DAV goes on
record, with the National DAV, in supporting
such legislation.

I submit, for your perusal, Resolution #30
from the DAV Legislative Program, ap-
proved at convention in 1999.

‘‘Whereas, ex-service members who are re-
tired from the military on length of service
must waive a portion of their retired pay in
order to receive disability compensation
from the Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) and

‘‘Whereas, it would be more equitable if
the laws and regulations were changed to
provide that in such cases the veteran would
be entitled to receive both benefits concur-
rently since eligibility was established and
earned under two entirely different sets of
enabling laws and regulations: NOW

‘‘Therefore be it resolved that the Disabled
American Veterans in National Convention
assembled in Orlando, Florida, August 21–25,
1999, supports legislation and changes in ap-
plicable regulations which would provide
that a veteran who is retired for length of
service and is later adjudicated as having
service-connected disabilities, may receive
concurrent benefits from the military de-
partment and from VA without deduction
from either.’’

Senator Reid, we thank you for intro-
ducing such legislation. As usual, where Vet-
erans are concerned, you are right out front.

Sincerely yours,
WILLIAM D. BRZEZINSKI,

Adjutant.

AMERICAN LEGION,
DEPARTMENT OF NEVADA,
Carson City, NV, April 4, 2000.

Hon. HARRY REID,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SENATOR REID: It has come to my at-
tention that you are in the process of draft-
ing a bill (Armed Forces Concurrent Retire-
ment and Disability Payment Act of 2000)
that will eliminate the present practice of
deducting disability compensation from the
retired pay of military retired veterans. I
have always felt this practice was not fair to
our retired veterans. They are in fact fund-
ing their own disability compensation.

Commander Joe McDonnell and I, First
Vice Commander of the American Legion De-
partment of Nevada, support this bill. If I
can be of assistance to you to get this bill
passed feel free to call on me.

Sincerely,
RON GUTZMAN,

First Vice Commander.

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself and
Ms. LANDRIEU):

S. 2358. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act with respect to the
operation by the National Institutes of
Health of an experimental program to
stimulate competitive research; to the
Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH EPSCOR
PROGRAM ACT OF 2000

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I am
pleased to introduce the National Insti-
tutes of Health EPSCoR Program Act
of 2000 with my colleague, Senator
LANDRIEU of Louisiana. This legisla-
tion we are introducing today, when
passed, stands to make a major impact
on the scope of biomedical research
done in America today.

Small and medium sized states, like
ours, have been unfairly discriminated
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against in their competition for federal
research dollars. In 1978, Congress cre-
ated the EPSCoR program (Experi-
mental Program to Stimulate Com-
petitive Research), to make sure that
all states would have the opportunity
to compete for scientific research
funds. Despite this intention, the
EPSCoR program only served to exac-
erbate the exiting funding disparity.
You may ask, how can this be so? The
answer is really quite simple.

The EPSCoR program does not ex-
tend to one of the biggest sources of
scientific research—the National Insti-
tutes of Health (NIH). We are all aware,
the NIH budget is growing rapidly;
NIH’s FY 2000 budget is $17.9 billion—
up 8.43 percent in the past 5 years. Yet,
despite this tremendous boom, 24
states receive 93 percent of NIH re-
search grants, while the other 26 states
split the remaining 7 percent.

Although the NIH budget has re-
sulted in great scientific gains, the re-
search divide continues. One-half of the
states have seen little benefit in the re-
cent NIH increase. The time has come
to correct this allocation program, but
in a way that insures we have the best
biomedical research in the world, and
that those benefits are extended to the
entire country. Research institutes
provide a great opportunity to improve
the health care delivery and quality in
their home state, but only limited op-
portunity exists in half the states, be-
cause of the existing funding divide.

The legislation we are introducing
will provide $200 million to NIH–
EPSCoR states will enable states that
currently receive historically low
amounts of NIH grants to participate
in two special funds.

The first fund is to finance new infra-
structure needs in these states. Be-
cause of their continued lack of equi-
table funding, many EPSCoR states
have fallen behind in their infrastruc-
ture needs and are unable to compete
against non-EPSCoR states. Our legis-
lation will allocate $3.5 million each
year to every NIH–EPSCoR state, to be
used for projects the state EPSCoR
committee targets as meeting the state
biomedical research committees’ goals.
Because the state is responsible for
choosing its infrastructure needs, we
may finally be able to get away from
the yearly requests for special projects
in our states and allow federal funds to
be spent in the most efficient manner
possible.

The second fund is dedicated toward
research in the new NIH–EPSCoR. This
research is for meritorious projects, co-
funded by the NIH–EPSCoR fund and
the NIH Institute or Center. These
projects must meet existing NIH stand-
ards or merit and quality, but will not
have to compete against proposals
from the non-EPSCoR states, which al-
ready dominate the grant process.

Finally, this process will be self sus-
taining. Because research is typically
less expensive to perform in NIH–
EPSCoR states, the savings in adminis-
trative costs are recaptured to fund ad-

ditional research. In FY 1999 we esti-
mate these savings would have added
up to $49 million, which would have
flowed back to NIH–EPSCoR states for
additional research projects.

In recent years, we have made great
strides in biomedical research, how-
ever, that research has been limited to
only a select few. I ask you to join us
in resolving this discrepancy and re-
store equity to the NIH process and
would invite my colleagues to join us
in this effort.

By Mr. SHELBY:
S. 2360. A bill to amend the Gramm-

Leach-Bliley Act to provide for a limi-
tation on sharing of behavioral
profiling information, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing and Urban Affairs.
FREEDOM FROM BEHAVIORAL PROFILING ACT OF

2000

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the ‘‘Freedom from
Behavioral Profiling Act of 2000.’’ This
legislation would disallow financial in-
stitutions from buying and selling an
individual’s most personal and detailed
buying habits without proper notifica-
tion and without his or her permission.
Put another way, financial institutions
would only be allowed to buy, sell or
otherwise share an individual’s behav-
ioral profile if the institution has dis-
closed to the consumer that such infor-
mation may be shared and the institu-
tion has received the consumer’s af-
firmative consent to do so.

Technology exists today that allows
financial institutions to monitor and
collect your personal buying and
spending habits. According to the April
3 issue of Business Week magazine,
Visa International is ‘‘using neural
networks to build up elaborate behav-
ioral profiles. Over months, these sys-
tems . . . track a person’s behavior on-
line and off, then match it against
models of similar personality and be-
havior types . . .’’

What this means is that financial in-
stitutions have the ability to follow
you to the grocery store to track your
purchases—whether you are abiding by
your doctors recommended diet—and
then to the drug store to see what kind
of drugs you are purchasing. The insti-
tution can also track where you go
throughout the day and into the
evening, and exactly what time you
were there.

Business Week also reported that
such ‘‘far-flung threads’’ as your ‘‘taste
in paperbacks, political discussion
groups’’ and clothing are being ‘‘sewn
into online profiles where they are in-
creasingly intertwined with your data
on health, your education loans and
your credit history.’’ What does this
information have to do with getting a
mortgage? More importantly, are these
institutions sharing these behavioral
profiles? Given the track record of
some of the blue chip firms like Chase
Manhattan Bank and U.S. Bancorp, I
believe the risk is too great to assume
otherwise.

Even more important, what happens
when these behavioral profiles get into
the wrong hands? That rarely happens
you say. Guess again. A Russian teen-
ager using the name ‘‘Maxus’’ stole
350,000 credit card numbers from CD
Universe’s Web site last December. He
then told CD Universe that he would
post the numbers on the Internet un-
less they paid him $100,000. When they
refused to pay him he posted the credit
cards numbers and thousands of visi-
tors downloaded more than 25,000 ac-
count numbers between December 25
and January 7.

A similar case happened on March 24
of this year when two teens in a small
Welsh village hacked into computers of
several online merchants making off
with more than 26,000 credit card num-
bers. The FBI says losses connected to
the thefts could exceed $3 million.

Mr. President, if teenagers from
around the world are gaining access to
account numbers, there is no question
they can steal data banks of behavioral
profiles. In fact, they are. A front page
article in the New York Times dated
April 3, 2000, reports that ‘‘Law en-
forcement authorities are becoming in-
creasingly worried about a sudden,
sharp rise in the incidence of identity
theft, the outright pilfering of people’s
personal information and, with that in-
formation in hand, thieves can acquire
credit, make purchases and even secure
residences in someone else’s name.’’

Mr. President, an important point
here is that potential criminals do not
even have to steal the information.
Due to the significant loopholes in the
Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act passed last
year, an individual’s behavioral profile
could legally be passed along without
the affirmative consent of that indi-
vidual. The unchecked growth of data
banks and the business of profiling un-
questionably facilitates identity theft.

Some may suggest that there is no
harm in behavioral profiling. I dis-
agree. Despite the fact that consumers
are ‘‘shielded’’ in fraudulent cases, sub-
ject to only $50 maximum liability, the
burden is on credit card owners to
prove the fraudulent charges are not
their own. If the fraudulent charge is
not found immediately, continued pur-
chases or applications for more cards
by the criminal can wreak havoc on an
individual’s credit rating. In fact, one
witness recently testified before the
Senate Subcommittee on Terrorism,
Technology and Government Informa-
tion that she spent over 400 hours try-
ing to clear her name and restore her
good credit.

In ‘‘card-not-present’’ transactions,
that is orders by mail, telephone or
Internet where no signature is re-
quired, merchants are forced to cover
the loss. Thus, identity theft and
fraudulent purchases also take a toll
on the small business man. Reports
suggest that one out of every ten on-
line purchases is fraudulent. My col-
leagues know that small businesses do
not have the margins to eat the charge
on one out of every 10 purchases.
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Mr. President, the American people

are only now becoming aware of the be-
havioral profiling practices of the in-
dustry. The more they find out, the
more they do not like it. That is why I
am offering this legislation . . . to give
the consumer the ability to control his
or her most personal behavioral profile.
Where they go, who they see, what
they buy and when they do it—all of
these are personal decisions that the
majority of Americans do not want
monitored and recorded under the
watchful eye of corporate America.

Mr. President, colleagues in the Sen-
ate, I hope you will join me in an effort
to give the people what they want—the
ability to control the indiscriminate
sharing of their own personal, and pri-
vate, consumption habits.

By Mr. VOINOVICH (for himself,
Mr. BREAUX, Mr. INHOFE, and
Ms. LANDRIEU):

S. 2362. A bill to amend the Clean Air
Act to direct the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency to
consider risk assessments and cost-ben-
efit analyses as part of the process of
establishing a new or revised air qual-
ity standard; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works.
AIR QUALITY STANDARD IMPROVEMENT ACT OF

2000

∑ Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I
rise today with my distinguished col-
league from Louisiana, Senator
BREAUX, to introduce a bill that will
provide a commonsense approach to
promulgating regulations under the
Clean Air Act. We are pleased that Sen-
ators INHOFE and LANDRIEU have joined
us as original cosponsors. We introduce
this bill today in a bipartisan manner
to increase public health, safety and
environmental protection.

As a father and grandfather, I under-
stand the importance of ensuring a
clean environment for our future gen-
erations. Throughout my 33 years of
public service, I have demonstrated a
commitment to preserving our environ-
ment and the health and well-being of
all Ohioans. I sponsored legislation to
create the Ohio Environmental Protec-
tion Agency when I served in the state
legislature, and I fought to end oil and
gas drilling in the Lake Erie bed. As
Governor, I increased funding for envi-
ronmental protection by over 60 per-
cent. While in the Ohio House of Rep-
resentatives, I was responsible for cre-
ating the Environment and Natural Re-
sources Committee and was honored to
serve as the first vice chairman of that
committee.

In addition, the state of Ohio has
made significant improvements in air
quality in recent years. When I first
entered office as Governor in 1991, most
of Ohio’s urban areas were not attain-
ing the 1-hour ozone standard. By the
time I left, all but one city was in at-
tainment. However, the Cincinnati
community has worked together,
through a variety of programs, to at-
tain the 1-hour standard and is now
awaiting final action by the EPA to re-
designate it as in attainment.

Overall, the ozone pollution level in
Ohio has gone down by 25%, and in
many urban areas, it has gone down by
more than 50% in the past 20 years.
Ohio is doing its part to provide clean-
er air. Nevertheless, over the years, I
have become more and more concerned
that just in order to comply with fed-
eral laws and regulations, our citizens,
businesses and state and local govern-
ments must pay costs that can be inor-
dinately burdensome or totally unnec-
essary.

In the 104th Congress, I worked close-
ly with a coalition of state and local
government officials and members of
the House and Senate to pass effective
safe drinking water reforms. The re-
sults of our efforts culminated in the
Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments,
legislation which was enacted with
broad bipartisan support in 1996. In ad-
dition, the bill had the support of envi-
ronmental organizations, and I was
pleased to attend the President’s bill-
signing ceremony when these reforms
were signed into law. In fact, at that
time the President praised the bipar-
tisan work and said, ‘‘Today we helped
ensure that every family in America
will have safe, clean drinking water to
drink every time they turn on a faucet
or stop at a public water fountain.
From now on our water will be safer
and our country will be healthier for
it.’’

This cooperative effort is notable be-
cause it showed that a law could in-
clude commonsense reforms that make
the government more accountable
based on public awareness of risks,
costs and benefits. I believe it set a key
precedent for reform of other environ-
mental regulations.

I specifically mention the drinking
water program because it is the model
for the bill we are introducing today.
This bill includes the very same risk
assessment and cost-benefit analysis
provisions that govern our drinking
water. This bill clarifies EPA’s obliga-
tion to identify risks, consider costs
and benefits of a proposed rule and con-
sider incremental costs and benefits of
alternative air quality standards. How-
ever, EPA would retain flexibility in
making final regulatory decisions.

If we can agree these tools improve
rulemakings for something as impor-
tant as the water we drink, where a
regulatory mistake could endanger
millions of lives, they certainly must
be good enough to protect the air that
we breathe.

When I was Governor of Ohio, I be-
came more and more concerned that
the EPA was not taking into consider-
ation sound science, costs and benefits
during the rulemaking process. I was
particularly concerned about the
standards for ozone and particulate
matter. In fact, I was very concerned
that the costs to this country to imple-
ment the new National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone
and particulate matter far outweighed
the benefits to public health and the
environment.

In fact, according to EPA’s own esti-
mates, the costs for implementing the
NAAQS standard for ozone exceeded
the benefits. The President’s own
Council of Economic Advisors pre-
dicted that the benefits would be small,
while the costs of reaching full attain-
ment could total $60 billion.

Just last spring, a U.S. appeals court
remanded EPA’s ozone and PM2.5 stand-
ards, ruling that EPA did not justify
its decision with sound scientific evi-
dence. Ohio was a party to this lawsuit,
which began when I was Governor. The
court didn’t say that EPA couldn’t reg-
ulate at these levels, but that EPA
didn’t give sufficient justification for
doing so.

That has been my point all along. I
have argued that the NAAQS standards
were going to be costly and that we
didn’t even know if making those in-
vestments was going to make a dif-
ference. I believe this bill would help
us avoid some of the legal and legisla-
tive wrangling that has occurred in the
past few years with respect to how we
achieve clean air.

Federal agencies should not force
businesses and consumers to throw bil-
lions of dollars at a problem without
knowing if they’re hitting the right
target. Yet, the EPA is asking all of
America to pay for these new regula-
tions simply because the EPA said it is
the right thing to do and that it has
the authority to do so. However, they
have failed to adequately determine
the effects of changing the ozone and
particulate matter standards.

The challenge facing public officials
today is determining how best to pro-
tect the health of our citizens and our
environment with limited resources.
We need to do a much better job of en-
suring that regulations’ costs bear a
reasonable relationship with their ben-
efits, and we need to do a better job of
setting priorities and spending our re-
sources wisely.

I believe the bill we introduce today
will help achieve these goals in air reg-
ulations. First, I believe this bill will
increase the public’s knowledge of how
and why the EPA makes air regula-
tions. In essence, this bill asks EPA to
answer several simple, but vital ques-
tions:

What science is needed to help us
make good decisions?

What is the nature of the risk being
considered?

What are the benefits of the proposed
regulation?

How much will it cost?
And, are there better, less burden-

some ways to achieve the same goals?
It will also improve the quality of

government decision-making by allow-
ing the EPA to set priorities and focus
on the worst risks first. Careful
thought, reasonable assumptions, peer
review and sound science will help tar-
get problems and find better solutions.

Mr. President, Executive Order 12866
already requires agencies to conduct
risk assessment and cost benefit anal-
ysis. What this bill will do is clarify
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that EPA must conduct risk assess-
ment and cost benefit analysis. This
bill does not mandate outcomes. In
fact, it does nothing to circumscribe
the EPA Administrator’s ability to
propose and implement regulations to
protect public health. Quite simply, it
imposes commonsense discipline and
accountability in the rulemaking proc-
ess by confirming that EPA has the
flexibility to take risks and costs into
consideration when setting standards
that are going to affect public health
or the environment.

I want to make very clear that this
bill does not mandate how EPA sets
standards. The Administrator will have
discretion to set appropriate standards
to protect human health. EPA would
be required to conduct an analysis of
incremental costs and benefits of alter-
native standards, but would have the
flexibility to choose between a stand-
ard where the benefits justify its cost
or, when health considerations dictate,
the maximum feasible standard.

In addition, this bill does not keep
information about air quality from the
public. To the contrary, this bill is a
public right-to-know bill that requires
EPA to tell the public what informa-
tion it considered before making a
final decision.

Nor does the bill ‘‘gut’’ the Clean Air
Act, as some contend. In fact, it
strengthens it by asking EPA to tell
the public what the risks are that war-
rant regulation and what options are
available to most efficiently and effec-
tively reduce those risks. This bill will
ensure that the Agency sets priorities
and it makes sure that our limited re-
sources are being spent to address the
real risks to public health and the en-
vironment. While many air regulations
set by EPA are well intended, we want
to ensure that these regulations are
going to achieve their purpose and not
unnecessarily pass significant burdens
onto our citizens and state and local
governments.

I strongly believe our challenge is to
determine how best to meet our obliga-
tion of protecting the environment and
health of our citizens with the limited
financial resources we have available
and with the scientific evidence to
back up our actions. It should not be
the government’s policy to initiate or
enact regulations simply because it
sounds like a good idea. It should be
because the evidence shows that it is
the right thing to do.

I have spoken to my colleague and
chairman of the Environment and Pub-
lic Works Committee’s Clean Air Sub-
committee, Senator INHOFE, and he has
agreed to include this bill in a package
of bills that will be introduced in the
near future to advance discussions on
Clean Air Act reauthorization.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the text of the bill be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the bill was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

S. 2362

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Air Quality
Standard Improvement Act of 2000’’.
SEC. 2. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this Act are—
(1) to establish more effective environ-

mental standards to continue to safeguard
public health and the environment;

(2) to promote better resource allocation to
ensure that serious risks to air quality are
addressed first;

(3) to improve the ability of the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection
Agency to use scientific and economic anal-
ysis in developing air quality standards;

(4) to yield increased public health and en-
vironmental benefits and more effective pro-
tections while minimizing costs;

(5) to require that relevant qualitative and
quantitative information be considered in
the process of evaluating the costs and bene-
fits of air quality standards;

(6) to promote the right of the public to
know about the costs and benefits of air
standards, the risks addressed, the risks re-
duced, and the quality of scientific and eco-
nomic analysis used to support decisions;
and

(7) to require the Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency to conduct
risk assessments and cost-benefit analyses as
part of the process of establishing a new or
revised air quality standard.
SEC. 3. RISK ASSESSMENT AND COST-BENEFIT

ANALYSIS.

The Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘‘TITLE VII—RISK ASSESSMENT AND COST-
BENEFIT ANALYSIS

‘‘SEC. 701. DEFINITION OF AIR QUALITY STAND-
ARD.

‘‘In this title, the term ‘air quality stand-
ard’ means—

‘‘(1) a national ambient air quality stand-
ard established under section 109 (including
the setting of any emissions budget for pur-
poses of attaining or maintaining any na-
tional ambient air quality standard);

‘‘(2) an increment or ceiling for the preven-
tion of significant deterioration established
under section 163;

‘‘(3) regulations established under section
169A to address the regional haze or other
impairment of visibility by manmade air
pollution in a mandatory class I Federal
area;

‘‘(4) any finding or emission limitation de-
termined under section 126;

‘‘(5) any emission standard or requirement
that applies to on-road and nonroad mobile
sources (including aircraft engine standards)
established under title II;

‘‘(6) any requirement that imposes a limi-
tation on the quality of fuel used in mobile
sources;

‘‘(7) any emission limitation or emission
budget for sulfur dioxide or nitrogen oxides
established under title IV;

‘‘(8) any preconstruction review require-
ment that regulates new sources or major
modifications of existing sources in attain-
ment or nonattainment areas;

‘‘(9) the setting of any emissions budget or
other requirement for purposes of attaining
or maintaining any national ambient air
quality standard under section 110;

‘‘(10) any new source performance stand-
ard, existing source performance standard,
or design, equipment, work practice, or oper-
ational standard established or revised under
section 111;

‘‘(11) any standard to protect public health
and the environment described in section
112(f);

‘‘(12) any new regulation applicable to an
electric utility steam generating unit under
section 112(n);

‘‘(13) the designation of a pollutant under
section 115 as causing or contributing to air
pollution that may reasonably be antici-
pated to endanger public health or welfare in
a foreign country;

‘‘(14) any air pollution control technique
information, transportation planning guide-
lines, information on procedures and meth-
ods to reduce mobile source air pollution, or
control technique guidelines issued under
sections 108 and 183;

‘‘(15) any identification of attainment
dates for national ambient air quality stand-
ards under part D;

‘‘(16) any identification of control meas-
ures for the reduction of interstate ozone air
pollution under section 184; and

‘‘(17) any identification of reasonably
available control measures and best avail-
able control measures for particulate matter
under section 190.
‘‘SEC. 702. RISK ASSESSMENT, MANAGEMENT,

AND COMMUNICATION.

‘‘(a) USE OF SCIENCE IN DECISIONMAKING.—
In carrying out this Act, (including estab-
lishing a new or revised air quality standard
under this Act), the Administrator shall base
any scientific or technical conclusions on—

‘‘(1) the best available, peer-reviewed
science and supporting studies conducted in
accordance with sound and objective sci-
entific practices;

‘‘(2) data collected by accepted methods or
the best available methods (if the reliability
of the method and the nature of the decision
justifies use of the data);

‘‘(3) data (including the underlying re-
search data) that have been made available
to the public, subject to the exemptions
under section 552 of title 5, United States
Code.

‘‘(b) PUBLIC INFORMATION.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this sec-

tion, the Administrator shall ensure, to the
maximum extent practicable, that the pres-
entation of information on public health ef-
fects concerning any new or revised air qual-
ity standard is comprehensive, informative,
understandable, and conveniently available
for public comment prior to the promulga-
tion of any regulation under this Act.

‘‘(2) SPECIFICATIONS.—The Administrator
shall, in a document made available to the
public in support of a regulation proposed or
promulgated under this Act concerning an
air quality standard, specify, to the max-
imum extent practicable—

‘‘(A) each population addressed by any es-
timate of public health effects;

‘‘(B) the expected risk or central estimate
of risk for the specific populations or re-
sources, where applicable, and each appro-
priate upper-bound or lower-bound estimate
of risk;

‘‘(C) each significant uncertainty identi-
fied in the process of the assessment of pub-
lic health effects, and studies that would as-
sist in resolving the uncertainty; and

‘‘(D) peer-reviewed studies known to the
Administrator that support, are directly rel-
evant to, or fail to support any estimate of
public health effects, and the methodologies
used to reconcile inconsistencies in the sci-
entific data.

‘‘(3) HEALTH RISK REDUCTION AND COST
ANALYSIS.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—As part of the process of
proposing a new or revised air quality stand-
ard, the Administrator shall publish in the
Federal Register and seek public comment
on an analysis of each of the following:
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‘‘(i) Quantifiable and nonquantifiable bene-

fits for which there are factual bases in the
rulemaking record to conclude that the ben-
efits are likely to occur as the result of ac-
tions taken to comply with the new or re-
vised air quality standard.

‘‘(ii) Quantifiable and nonquantifiable
health benefits for which there are factual
bases in the rulemaking record to conclude
that the benefits are likely to occur from re-
ductions in other related pollutants that
may be attributed to compliance with the
new or revised air quality standard, exclud-
ing benefits resulting from compliance with
other proposed or promulgated regulations.

‘‘(iii) Quantifiable and nonquantifiable
costs for which there is a factual basis in the
rulemaking record to conclude that the costs
are likely to occur as the result of actions
taken to comply with or attain the new or
revised air quality standard, which costs
shall include monitoring, actions taken to
comply with or attain the new or revised air
quality standard, and other costs, and ex-
cluding costs resulting from compliance with
other proposed or promulgated regulations.

‘‘(iv) The incremental costs and benefits
associated with each alternative new or re-
vised air quality standard considered.

‘‘(v) The effects of the air pollutant or pol-
lutants for which a new or revised air qual-
ity standard is being considered on the gen-
eral population, including, to the extent rel-
evant and appropriate and where data are
reasonably available, the effects on groups
within the general population such as in-
fants, children, pregnant women, the elderly,
individuals with a history of serious illness,
or other subpopulations that are identified
as likely to be at greater risk of adverse
health effects due to exposure to an air pol-
lutant than the general population.

‘‘(vi) Any risk that may occur as the result
of compliance with or attainment of the new
or revised air quality standard, including
risks associated with other related pollut-
ants.

‘‘(vii) Other relevant factors, including the
quality and extent of the information avail-
able concerning the new or revised air qual-
ity standard, the uncertainties in the anal-
ysis supporting clauses (i) through (vi), and
factors with respect to the degree, and quan-
titative and qualitative descriptions of the
nature, of any risk.

‘‘(B) APPROACHES TO MEASURE AND VALUE
BENEFITS.—The Administrator may identify
valid approaches for the measurement and
valuation of benefits under this paragraph,
including approaches to identify consumer
willingness to pay for reductions in health
risks from air pollutants.

‘‘(C) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Administrator to conduct studies, assess-
ments, and analyses described in this section
$35,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2000
through 2003.
‘‘SEC. 703. COST-BENEFIT ANALYSIS.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
‘‘(1) BENEFIT.—The term ‘benefit’ means

the reasonably identifiable significant favor-
able effects, quantifiable and nonquantifi-
able, including social, health, safety, envi-
ronmental, and economic effects, that are
expected to result from implementation of,
or compliance with, a new or revised air
quality standard.

‘‘(2) COST.—The term ‘cost’ means the rea-
sonably identifiable significant adverse ef-
fects, quantifiable and nonquantifiable, in-
cluding social, health, safety, environ-
mental, and economic effects, that are ex-
pected to result from implementation of, or
compliance with, a new or revised air quality
standard.

‘‘(3) COST-BENEFIT ANALYSIS.—The term
‘cost-benefit analysis’ means an evaluation

of the costs and benefits of a new or revised
air quality standard, quantified to the extent
feasible and appropriate and otherwise quali-
tatively described, that is prepared in ac-
cordance with the requirements of this sec-
tion at the level of detail appropriate and
practicable for reasoned decisionmaking on
the matter involved, taking into consider-
ation uncertainties, the significance and
complexity of the decision, and the need to
adequately inform the public.

‘‘(b) ANALYSIS.—For each new or revised
air quality standard proposed, the
Administrator—

‘‘(1) shall conduct and publish, for public
comment, a cost-benefit analysis to deter-
mine whether the benefits of the new or re-
vised air quality standard justify, or do not
justify, the costs; and

‘‘(2) may analyze the potential distribu-
tional effects of the new or revised air qual-
ity standard.

‘‘(c) DETERMINATION OF HEALTH RISK RE-
DUCTION AND COST CONSIDERATIONS.—

‘‘(1) DETERMINATION OF NO JUSTIFICATION
FOR COST.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this Act, if the Adminis-
trator determines, based on an analysis con-
ducted under subsection (b), that the bene-
fits of a new or revised air quality standard
proposed or promulgated in accordance with
this Act do not justify the costs, the Admin-
istrator may, after notice and opportunity
for public comment, promulgate an alter-
native new or revised air quality standard at
a cost that is justified by the benefits.

‘‘(B) SCOPE OF CONSIDERATION.—In making
a determination under subparagraph (A), the
Administrator shall consider—

‘‘(i) only public health benefits, with re-
spect to a determination concerning a pri-
mary national ambient air quality standard;
and

‘‘(ii) public health and environmental ben-
efits, with respect to a determination con-
cerning any air quality standard other than
a national ambient air quality standard.

‘‘(2) JUDICIAL REVIEW.—A determination by
the Administrator under paragraph (1)—

‘‘(A) shall be reviewed by a court only as
part of a review of a final regulation that has
been promulgated based on the determina-
tion; and

‘‘(B) shall be set aside by a court if the
court finds that the determination is arbi-
trary and capricious.

‘‘(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as are necessary to carry out this sec-
tion.’’.∑

By Mr. CRAPO:
S. 2363. A bill to subject the United

States to imposition of fees and costs
in proceedings relating to State water
rights adjudications; to the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources.
WATER ADJUDICATION FEE FAIRNESS ACT OF 2000

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I rise to
introduce the Water Adjudication Fee
Fairness Act of 2000. This bill would re-
quire the federal government to pay
the same filing fees and costs associ-
ated with state water rights’ adjudica-
tions as is currently required of states
and private parties.

To establish relative rights to
water—water that is the lifeblood of
many states, particularly in the west—
states must conduct lengthy, com-
plicated, and expensive proceedings in
water rights’ adjudications. In 1952,
Congress recognized the necessity and
benefit of requiring federal claims to

be adjudicated in these state pro-
ceedings by adopting the McCarran
Amendment. The McCarran Amend-
ment waives the sovereign immunity of
the United States and requires the fed-
eral government to submit to state
court jurisdiction and to file water
rights’ claims in state general adju-
dication proceedings.

These federal claims are typically
among the most complicated and larg-
est of claims in state adjudications,
and federal agencies are often the pri-
mary beneficiary of adjudication pro-
ceedings where states officially quan-
tify and record their water rights.
However, in 1992, the United States’
Supreme Court held that, under exist-
ing law, the U.S. need not pay fees for
processing federal claims.

When the United States does not pay
a proportionate share of the costs asso-
ciated with adjudications, the burden
of funding the proceedings unfairly
shifts to other water users and often
delays completion of the adjudications
by diminishing the resources necessary
to complete them. Delays in com-
pleting adjudications result in the in-
ability to protect private and public
property interests or determine how
much unappropriated water may re-
main to satisfy important environ-
mental and economic development pri-
orities.

Additionally, because they are not
subject to fees and costs like other
water users in the adjudication, federal
agencies can file questionable claims
without facing court costs, inflating
the number of their claims for future
negotiation purposes. This creates an
unlevel playing field favoring the fed-
eral agencies and places a further fi-
nancial and resources burden on the
system.

For example, in the Snake River
Basin Adjudication, which is in Idaho
and is probably the largest water adju-
dication proceeding in the country, the
United States Forest Service filed
more than 3,700 federal claims. The
Idaho Department of Water Resources
expended thousands of dollars giving
notice to all other claimants. Addition-
ally the State of Idaho and private
claimants spent over $800,000 preparing
objections to the Forest Service’s
claims. On the eve of the objective
deadline, the U.S. withdrew all but 71
of the claims—the Department of Jus-
tices’ explanation: litigation strategy.

This example is not an isolated inci-
dent. At best, the taxpayers and states
should not be forced to incur these
costs simply because the agency does
not take the time to seriously evaluate
its claims. At worst, the taxpayers
should not bear the brunt of the federal
government’s Machiavellian tactics.

I recognize that the federal govern-
ment has a legitimate right to some re-
served water rights; however, the fed-
eral government should play by the
same rules as the states and other pri-
vate users. The Water Adjudication Fee
Fairness Act is legislation that rem-
edies this situation by subjecting the



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2239April 5, 2000
United States, when party to a general
adjudication, to the same fees and
costs as state and private users in
water rights adjudications.

This measure has the full support of
the Western States Water Council and
the Western Governor’s Association. I
ask my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting water users, taxpayers, the
states, and welcome their co-sponsor-
ship.

I ask unanimous consent that a copy
of the bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the bill was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

S. 2363
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of

Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Water Adju-
dication Fee Fairness Act of 2000’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds the following:
(1) Generally, water allocation in the west-

ern United States is based upon the doctrine
of prior appropriation, under which water
users’ rights are quantified under State law.
Appropriative rights carry designated pri-
ority dates that establish the relative right
of priority to use water from a source. Most
States in the West have developed judicial
and administrative proceedings, often called
general adjudications, to quantify and docu-
ment these relative rights, including the
rights to water claimed by the United States
Government under either State or Federal
law.

(2) State general adjudications are typi-
cally complicated, expensive civil court and
administrative actions that can involve hun-
dreds or even thousands of claimants. Such
adjudications give certainty to water rights,
provide direction for water administration,
and reduce conflict over water allocation and
water usage. Those claiming and estab-
lishing rights to water are the primary bene-
ficiaries of State general adjudication pro-
ceedings.

(3) The Congress has recognized the bene-
fits of the State general adjudication sys-
tem, and by enactment of section 208 of the
Department of Justice Appropriation Act,
1953 (43 U.S.C. 666; popularly known as the
‘‘McCarran Amendment’’), required the
United States to submit to State court juris-
diction and to file claims in State general
adjudication proceedings.

(4) Water rights claims by Federal agencies
under either State or Federal law are often
the largest or most complex claims in State
general adjudications. However, the United
States Supreme Court, in the case United
States v. Idaho, 508 U.S. 1 (1992), determined
that the McCarran Amendment does not re-
quire the United States to pay some filing
fees simply because they were misconstrued
or perceived to be the same as costs taxed
against all parties.

(5) Since Federal agency water rights
claims are among the most difficult to adju-
dicate, and since the United States is not re-
quired to pay some fees and costs paid by
non-Federal claimants, the burden of funding
adjudication proceedings unfairly shifts to
private water users and State taxpayers.

(6) The lack of Federal Government fund-
ing to support State water rights adjudica-
tions in relation to the complexity of the
claims involved has produced significant
delays in completion of many State general
adjudications. These delays inhibit the abil-
ity of both the States and Federal agencies
to protect private and public property inter-

ests. Also, failure to complete the final adju-
dication of claims to water restricts the abil-
ity of resource managers to determine how
much unappropriated water is available to
satisfy environmental and economic develop-
ment demands.
SEC. 3. LIABILITY OF UNITED STATES FOR FEES

AND COSTS IN WATER USE RIGHTS
PROCEEDINGS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In any State administra-
tive or judicial proceeding for the adjudica-
tion or administration of rights to the use of
water in which the United States is a party,
the United States shall be subject to the im-
position of fees and costs on its claims to
water rights under either State or Federal
law to the same extent as a private party to
the proceeding.

(b) APPLICATION.—Subsection (a) shall
apply to proceedings pending on or initiated
after the date of enactment of this Act, in-
cluding with respect to fees and costs im-
posed in such a proceeding before the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The head of any
Federal agency that files or has pending any
water rights claim shall prepare and submit
to the Congress, within 90 days after the end
of each fiscal year, a report that identifies—

(1) each such claim filed by the agency
that has not yet been decreed;

(2) all fees and costs imposed on the United
States for each claim identified under para-
graph (1);

(3) any portion of such fees and costs that
has not been paid; and

(4) the source of funds used to pay such fees
and costs.

(d) FEES AND COSTS DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘fees and costs’’ means any
administrative fee, administrative cost,
claim fee, judicial fee, or judicial cost im-
posed by a State on a party claiming a right
to the use of water under either State or
Federal law in a State proceeding referred to
in subsection (a).∑

By Mr. SANTORUM (for himself
and Mr. GREGG):

S. 2364. A bill to amend the Social Se-
curity Act to require Social Security
Administration publications to high-
light critical information relating to
the future financing shortfalls of the
social security program; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

SOCIAL SECURITY RIGHT TO KNOW ACT

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President,
today, I am pleased to join with my
colleague, Senator JUDD GREGG of New
Hampshire, in introducing the Social
Security Right to Know Act of 2000.

This legislation is aimed at providing
the American people with accurate and
up-to-date information about the cur-
rent and future financial operations of
the Social Security program, so that
they may be in a better position to un-
derstand the choices involved in put-
ting our most vital social program on
sound financial footing for the long
term.

I would like to commend the Senator
from New Hampshire for his instru-
mental role in promoting a similar pro-
posal in the form of an amendment to
the Social Security earnings test re-
peal legislation that this body recently
considered and passed. Unfortunately,
we did not take advantage of Senator
GREGG’s tireless efforts to reach across
party lines to incorporate improved re-
porting to the public about the Social

Security program as part of the earn-
ings test repeal. This legislation is a
complement to Senator GREGG’s prior
efforts, and I am pleased to be offering
this legislation here today with his
support.

As Congress continues to consider op-
tions to preserve and strengthen our
Social Security system, it is increas-
ingly important that Americans have
access to certain salient information
with respect to Social Security’s cur-
rent and future financial picture.

Why is this so important? As all of
my colleagues will recall, in his State
of the Union Address to Congress on
January 27, 1998, President Clinton de-
clared that it was time for the nation
to begin a dialogue on the ‘‘necessary
measures to strengthen the Social Se-
curity system for the twenty-first cen-
tury.’’ He went on to say that the
American people should be invited to
join in this discussion, facing these
issues squarely, and forming a true
consensus on how we should proceed. In
his address, the president announced a
series of public policy forums to be
held around the country, and also
called for a White House Conference on
Social Security to be held in Decem-
ber, 1998. The president indicated that
early in 1999 he would convene the
leaders of Congress to craft historic
legislation that would re-create ‘‘a So-
cial Security system that is strong in
the twenty-first century.’’

I know that there was bipartisan sup-
port here in the Senate and in the
House of Representatives for President
Clinton’s calling to make long-term
Social Security reform our most im-
portant domestic policy priority. And
two years ago I was optimistic about
the prospects for enacting such histor-
ical legislation, particularly about the
opportunity to engage the nation in an
honest national discussion about the
need to reform Social Security, and ex-
change ideas as to how we might best
achieve this. But, as we all know, we
held a national dialogue on Social Se-
curity, and the American people did
participate in the policy forums which
came to pass, and yet here we are
today with little progress toward a bi-
partisan consensus on sustainable So-
cial Security reform.

I believe that this is so partly be-
cause of the fact that there is a tre-
mendous amount of misinformation
and lack of understanding among the
American public about Social Secu-
rity’s financing challenges, and this
lack of understanding continues to
harden popular resistance to long-term
Social Security solutions.

Case in point: last week, we saw the
release of the 2000 Annual Report of the
Board of Trustees of the Federal Old-
Age and Survivors Insurance and Dis-
ability Insurance Trust Funds, popu-
larly referred to as the Social Security
Trustees’ Report. The Social Security
Administration relayed that this Re-
port revealed that the Social Security
program’s long-range financial picture
has improved since last year. Specifi-
cally, the Board of Trustees announced
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that the Social Security Trust Fund
assets will not be depleted until 2037—
three years later than reported in last
year’s report.

At first glance, this statistic might
convey an air of reassurance to the
public, such to the point in some minds
that if we can just continue to grow
our economy at its current rate, we
will obviate the need for enacting fun-
damental reforms to Social Security.
Or at least, such reporting of Social Se-
curity’s finances might lead to the
common conclusion that the program
is perfectly fine for nearly 40 years.

This reliance on the paradigm of
trust fund accounting is one of the
main reasons that we have not been
able to achieve bipartisan consensus on
long-term Social Security reform.
There is scarce mention in the Trust-
ees’ Report that the Social Security
Trust Fund balances ‘‘are available to
finance future benefit payments . . .
only in a bookkeeping sense. They do
not consist of real economic assets
that can be drawn down in the future
to fund benefits. Instead, they are
claims on the Treasury that, when re-
deemed, will have to be financed by
raising taxes, borrowing from the pub-
lic, or reducing benefits, or other ex-
penditures. The existence of a large
trust fund balance, therefore, does not
have any impact on the Government’s
ability to pay benefits.’’

Mr. President, if this description of
the Trust Funds sounds familiar, it is
because this is the exact wording con-
tained in the Administration’s budget
up until its most recent submission for
Fiscal Year 2001. What this means, in
other words, is that the trust funds are
merely claims on future government
revenues, IOUs to be redeemed through
higher taxation, lower spending on So-
cial Security or other government obli-
gations, or a return to deficit financ-
ing.

I think that this is a rather impor-
tant piece of information for the Amer-
ican people to understand in assessing
Social Security’s future. But it should
not be buried in some multi-hundred
page budget document or 223-page So-
cial Security Trustees’ Report. Maybe
if we made this information more ac-
cessible and apparent, then we would
have more concern for the fact that So-
cial Security’s financing problems
begin as soon as 2015—when Social Se-
curity dedicated payroll tax receipts
are no longer sufficient to pay bene-
fits—and not in 2037. The Social Secu-
rity Trustees last week revealed it will
cost $11.3 trillion in new money be-
tween 2015 and 2037 to convert into cash
benefits the IOUs held by the Social
Security Trust Fund. But we have no
actual resources necessary to meet
these benefit promises between 2015 to
2037.

Also not mentioned in the most re-
cent Trustees’ Report, Mr. President, is
the fact that the system’s unfunded ob-
ligations actually grew from the 1999
Report’s release by about $1 trillion in
constant 2000 dollars, according to

analysis by the House Budget Com-
mittee. This is because the change in
valuation period adds a new, expensive,
underfunded 75th year and drops a year
when benefit costs are relatively
cheaper. This is a paradox of pay-as-
you-go financing that is not known or
understood by most of the public, and
is rarely if ever referenced in the
media. To be sure, the unfunded obliga-
tions of the United States government
are measured and accounted for in
some obscure Department of Treasury
publications, but this data should be at
the front and center of the Social Secu-
rity reform discussion, in plain view
for every American to access.

Another information gap which the
Social Security Right to Know Act
seeks to close relates to individual So-
cial Security statements, formerly
known as Personal and Earnings and
Benefits Statements (PEBES). This
document was conceived by our friend
and venerable colleague, Senator DAN-
IEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN of New York. In
1989, Senator MOYNIHAN persuaded Con-
gress to adopt the requirement for the
Social Security Administration to pro-
vide this document as a way ‘‘to reas-
sure Americans that Social Security
will be there for them,’’ and to help
them adequately plan for retirement
by indicating that Social Security
doesn’t fully replace wages or salaries.

Though well intentioned, the current
Social Security statement falls short
of its desired goal by glaringly omit-
ting certain information critical to un-
derstanding the system’s serious future
funding problems, and the related im-
plications for individual and family re-
tirement planning. To be fair, the
statements do make reference to such
bland phrases as ‘‘changed in the past,’’
‘‘must do so again’’ and ‘‘we are work-
ing to resolve.’’ But the truth is that
by 2037, the program will collect suffi-
cient revenues to pay only $0.72 for
every dollar of promised benefits. Over-
all, Social Security’s deficit that year
will come to more than $1 trillion in
today’s dollars. Again, this is impor-
tant information that should be made
abundantly clear in order for the
American public to assess Social Secu-
rity’s and their own financial futures.

This is why this legislation is so im-
portant. For too long, the nature and
scope of Social Security’s financing
problems have been shrouded by incon-
sistent and incomplete information,
which has yielded public confusion and
has polarized the Social Security re-
form debate.

The Social Security Right to Know
Act would improve the information
contained in current Social Security
Administration publications, and
thereby enable Americans to better
plan for their own retirement and to
understand the benefits and costs that
the current Social Security system will
produce.

This legislation will do several things
to shed more light on what lies ahead
for Social Security. First, it will ex-
pand the Personal and Earnings and

Benefits Statements (PEBES), now
called ‘‘Social Security Statements,’’
to include information about the pro-
jected date of the program’s first fi-
nancing deficits as estimated by the
Social Security Trustees, and also the
percentage of promised benefits that
can be funded under current law.

Second, it will require the Trustees’
Report to include an estimate of Social
Security’s aggregate unfunded obliga-
tions—i.e., the difference between the
program’s promised benefit outlays and
its cash income over the long-range 75-
year evaluation period—and the change
in such amount from the previous
year’s estimates.

Third, it calls on the Trustees to sub-
mit to Congress a separate summary
publication that highlights salient
data pertaining to Social Security’s fi-
nancing, identifying the first year that
Social Security is projected to run a
cash deficit, as well as the size of pro-
jected deficits.

Fourth, it will expand the PEBES or
Social Security Statements and the an-
nual Social Security Trustees’ Report
to include an explanation of the role of
the Social Security Trust Funds as
debt owed by the federal government,
as opposed to an asset of the federal
government.

Fifth, it will broaden the public ac-
cessibility of the economic modeling
employed by the Office of the Chief Ac-
tuary.

Our bill would introduce no new in-
formation that is not already acknowl-
edged somewhere in past publications
of the Social Security Trustees or in
previous Presidential budget submis-
sions. However, it is our view that the
importance of this information is so
great that it should be displayed before
every wage-earner and beneficiary of
the Social Security system, and not
buried in documentation that is now
available only to policymakers.

Americans deserve ‘‘straight talk’’—
clear and accessible information—
about Social Security’s long-term fi-
nancing challenges in order that they
might better understand the con-
sequences of a rapidly growing aging
population, and the reality of the
choices before us. This is just what the
Social Security Right to Know Act is
designed to provide. And with these ob-
jectives in mind, this legislation is
long overdue.

I presume that we are all in agree-
ment that the federal government
should be telling Americans the full
truth about Social Security. It is my
sincere hope that our colleagues will
look at this legislation and join us in
building on Senator GREGG’s prior ef-
forts and other bipartisan ideas to
make sure that Americans have as
much information as possible in our
national discussion on how best to save
and strengthen Social Security. The
Social Security Right to Know Act is
an effort to continue a process, based
on the principle that ‘‘knowledge is
power,’’ and I truly believe that the in-
formation that this legislation is seek-
ing to provide Americans in a clear and
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concise manner is essential for our
moving forward toward sustainable so-
lutions to Social Security’s funding
problems. Though some of our col-
leagues may have ideas and input as to
how best to provide the American pub-
lic with a better understanding of So-
cial Security’s future—and I am open
to working with my colleagues to im-
prove this bill’s specific provisions as
we continue this process toward Social
Security reform—it is my firm belief
that with the intent and principles
contained in this legislation, we as a
nation will be in a better position to
cease assessing Social Security’s future
in terms of preconceived, fixed notions,
and take heed of the demographic and
economic realities which lie ahead.

Mr. President, I again thank Senator
GREGG for working with me in this ef-
fort, and ask unanimous consent that
the text of the bill be printed in the
RECORD.

Mr. President, in closing, I would
like to pay tribute to two of this
Chamber’s leaders on this issue: The
Honorable DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN
of New York and The Honorable BOB
KERREY of Nebraska. Both Senators
MOYNIHAN and KERREY have been truly
instrumental in advancing the cause of
sustainable Social Security reform,
and their presence and valued input on
this issue will be sorely missed in the
next session of Congress. I applaud
both of them for their leadership in
seeking to balance the interests and
needs of younger and older Americans,
and for their courage in working to-
ward saving and strengthening Social
Security in a manner that is fiscally
responsible, actuarially sound and fair
to all generations.

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I am
pleased to be an original cosponsor of
this legislation, and I thank Senator
SANTORUM for his leadership in drafting
it.

My colleagues in the Senate may re-
call that last week, I prepared an
amendment to the earnings limit legis-
lation that would have achieved many
of the same objectives that are out-
lined by the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania with respect to this bill. I believe
that we have begun a process, an im-
portant dialogue involving many inter-
ested parties in both the executive and
legislative branches, and that the re-
sult of this process will ultimately be
improved information for the public
and for Congress regarding the state of
the Social Security program, and the
benefits that it can finance.

I am pleased by the number of impor-
tant individuals who have expressed in-
terest in this effort. I am especially
gratified by the interest of Senator
ROTH and of Congressman ARCHER, the
two members of Congress with prin-
cipal jurisdiction over the Social Secu-
rity program. They have each indicated
that they are willing to explore these
informational issues via various
means, and to lend their considerable
influence to the effort.

I am further pleased that various in-
dividuals within the administration

have sought to work with us on our
concerns, and to lay a groundwork for
improved reporting to the public re-
garding the Social Security program.

In that context, I would stress that
we are not at the end of this process,
and that we do not have universal
agreement on the best way to proceed.
I do not believe that either Senator
SANTORUM or I would say that the lan-
guage in either this bill, or the one
that I offered last week, is perfect, and
cannot be improved upon. Senator
SANTORUM’s draft, like my original
draft, would seek to include additional
information in the annual Trustees’
Reports. I do not know whether the
Trustees’ reports are necessarily the
optimal place to report such informa-
tion, and to the extent that individuals
within the administration may have
views as to how and where this infor-
mation is best presented, I know that
Senator SANTORUM and I would both be
flexible as to how this is done. The im-
portant thing is that this information
is routinely presented to Congress and
to the public in a clear, understand-
able, helpful way, and the best time
and format for this is certainly a mat-
ter where reasonable people can dis-
agree.

I do, however, want to review the ele-
ments of Senator SANTORUM’s legisla-
tion, and to express why I believe that
they are so important.

First, it would add important new in-
formation to the Personal Earnings
and Benefit Statements that individ-
uals are now receiving from the Social
Security Administration. Those state-
ments currently tell individuals how
much they are promised in terms of
benefits, and about their earnings his-
tory. Taken literally, however, they
could provide a misleading picture as
to what current law can actually fi-
nance. It is a misnomer to say that
‘‘current law’’ would provide a certain
amount of benefits, when legally, the
Social Security Administration does
not have the authority to send out
checks without financing. What ‘‘cur-
rent law’’ would literally mandate, ac-
cording to GAO, according to CRS, and
according to everyone else who has
studied this closely, is that benefits
would be effectively cut sharply begin-
ning in 2037 because benefit checks
would have to wait until the available
funds came in to finance them.

Mr. President, it is unlikely that
Congress would permit such a sharp
and sudden set of benefit cuts to occur.
Of course, neither we nor a future Con-
gress would permit that. But it is also
untrue to tell Americans that ‘‘current
law’’ would provide them with all
promised benefits. That is manifestly
untrue by any definition. It is neither
a true statement of current law, nor it
is a true statement of how tax levels
and benefit levels would look after nec-
essary adjustments are made to the
program to bring it into balance. So-
cial Security beneficiaries certainly
have a right to be told the truth about
their benefits—the date through which

they can currently be funded, the ex-
tent to which benefits could be pro-
vided under current estimates, as well
as the additional revenues that must
be collected through tax dollars, when
the program first begins to experience
cash flow deficits.

Currently, there is a great
misperception regarding Social Secu-
rity financing that too many individ-
uals are willing to tacitly encourage—
the idea that the existence of a positive
Social Security Trust Fund balance en-
hances the ability of the federal gov-
ernment to pay Social Security bene-
fits. It does not. The Social Security
Trust Fund balance is actually a debt
owed by the federal government, and it
does not in any way finance benefits
without requiring that the federal gov-
ernment turn to taxpayers to pay off
that debt. Americans deserve to be told
the truth about that, and Senator
SANTORUM’s language includes a state-
ment that would explain the meaning
of the Trust Fund, and the options be-
fore Congress when the program enters
a phase of cash-flow deficits.

Many of the paragraphs in the
Santorum language, regarding in-
creased clarity in the annual Trustees’
report, are somewhat similar to lan-
guage that I sought to pursue last
week. Again, I would simply reiterate
that reasonable people can disagree as
to the proper venue for the reporting of
this information. I personally am of
the view that the annual Trustees’ Re-
ports should provide to Congress the
relevant information that Congress, as
the body that must budget for the So-
cial Security program, needs to budget
for it in the appropriate way. Congress
has a right to insist, in my view, not on
how these evaluations should be made,
but that all relevant information be
presented clearly to the Congress when
they are made. However, the most im-
portant thing is that we reach an
agreement among interested parties
with common goals as to how best to
do this.

Currently, we receive 75-year actu-
arial estimates from the Trustees re-
garding the health of the Social Secu-
rity Trust Fund. We only look at its
impact on the overall federal budget
over 10 years, through measurements
by CBO and other bodies. We don’t look
out over the long term to judge the
larger fiscal problems facing this long-
term program and the unified federal
budget. That is a problem. It tempts
Congress and the Executive Branch to
pursue ‘‘solutions’’ to Social Security’s
insolvency that improve the part of the
picture that we see—the Trust Fund
balance—heedless of the consequences
for the part of the picture that we do
not see—the impact on the unified fed-
eral budget. This is not an adequate
method of approaching the problem of
financing benefits over the long term. I
believe that Congress should insist
that portraits of the program’s fi-
nances evaluate all scenarios on an ab-
solutely level playing field, one that
shows all costs borne by the system,
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and one that judges all possible solu-
tions in terms of what they would ac-
tually cost and what they could actu-
ally pay. I commend Senator
SANTORUM for his effort here, even as
my mind is open on the best way to
achieve this objective.

Mr. President, I would simply close
by saying that the Social Security pro-
gram is too important to allow to oper-
ate in a fog of incomprehension and
misunderstanding. There ought not to
be resistance to efforts to bring addi-
tional ‘‘sunshine’’ upon the operations
of the Social Security system as a
whole. We currently operate, too often,
in an atmosphere of selective informa-
tion—one that measures only benefit
promises, and current tax levels, with-
out acknowledging the mismatch be-
tween the two, and what they mean for
one another. A view that looks only at
the Trust Fund balance, and not at the
realities of the system’s cost to future
payers of both income and payroll
taxes. This selective presentation of in-
formation encourages Congress to re-
main inactive, because it allows us to
pretend that the consequences of cur-
rent law are not actually worse than
the choices that would be made in the
course of reforming the program.

We can do better than this, and we
must, if we are to meet our responsibil-
ities of stewardship for the Social Se-
curity program. I commend Senator
SANTORUM for his effort.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
BOND, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. JEF-
FORDS, Mr. REED, Mr.
SANTORUM, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. COCHRAN, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. HOLLINGS, Ms.
MIKULSKI, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr.
MURKOWSKI, Mrs. HUTCHISON,
Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. TORRICELLI,
Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
ENZI, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. CLELAND,
Mr. HAGEL, Ms. SNOWE, Mr.
BENNETT, Mr. GORTON, Mr.
HUTCHINSON, Mr. HELMS, Mr.
ALLARD, Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. L.
CHAFEE, Mr. DEWINE, Mr.
ASHCROFT, Mr. SPECTER, Mr.
ROBERTS, Mr. BROWNBACK, and
Mr. VOINOVICH):

S. 2365. A bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to eliminate
the 15 percent reduction in payment
rates under the prospective payment
system for home health services; to the
Committee on Finance.

HOME HEALTH PAYMENT FAIRNESS ACT

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I am
pleased to join with 35 of my colleagues
tonight to introduce the Home Health
Payment Fairness Act to eliminate the
automatic 15-percent reduction in
Medicare payments to home health
agencies that is currently scheduled to
go into effect on October 1 of next year.
The legislation we are introducing will
provide a measure of financial relief for
home health agencies across the coun-
try that are experiencing acute finan-
cial problems that are inhibiting their
ability to deliver much needed care to

some of the most vulnerable senior
citizens in our country.

America’s home health agencies pro-
vide invaluable services that have en-
abled a growing number of our most
frail and vulnerable Medicare bene-
ficiaries to avoid hospitals and nursing
homes and stay where they want to
be—in the comfort and security of
their own home.

Unfortunately, due to cutbacks in
the Medicare program, home health
agencies in my State and others are
having a very difficult time providing
services, particularly to elderly people
with complex health needs. One has
only to look at the statistics from my
home State of Maine to see the impact
of these very onerous budget cuts, as
well as burdensome regulations im-
posed by the Clinton administration.

In Maine, in just over 2 years’ time,
there has been a 30-percent reduction
in home health visits, which has re-
sulted in more than 7,470 senior citi-
zens losing their home health services
in my State. There has been a 26-per-
cent reduction in the reimbursements
that have been provided to home
health agencies in Maine. Mr. Presi-
dent, this situation cannot continue.
The home health industry has already
made an important contribution to re-
ducing the rate of growth in Medicare
spending. In fact, the spending cuts
have been far beyond what Congress in-
tended and what the CBO estimated.

In 1996, home health was the fastest
growing component of Medicare spend-
ing. The program grew at an average
annual rate of more than 25 percent
from 1990 to 1997. As a consequence, the
number of home health beneficiaries
more than doubled and Medicare home
health increased soared from $2.5 bil-
lion in 1989 to $17.8 billion in 1997.

This rapid growth in home health
spending understandably prompted
Congress and the Administration, as
part of the Balanced Budget Act of
1997, to initiate changes that were in-
tended to slow this growth in spending
and make the program more cost-effec-
tive and efficient. These measures,
however, have produced cuts in home
health spending far beyond what Con-
gress intended. Home health spending
dropped to $9.7 billion in FY 1999—just
about half the 1997 amount. To cut pay-
ments by an additional 15 percent
would put our already struggling home
agencies at risk and would seriously
jeopardize access to critical home
health services for millions of our na-
tion’s seniors.

It is now clear that the savings goals
set for home health in the Balanced
Budget Act of 1997 have not only been
met, but far surpassed. According to
the March 2000 Congressional Budget
Office (CBO) baseline, Medicare home
health payments fell by almost 35 per-
cent in FY 1999, and this was on top of
a 15 percent drop in FY 1998. In fact,
the CBO cites this ‘‘larger than antici-
pated reduction in the use of home
health services’’ as the primary reason
that total Medicare spending dropped

by one percent last year. The CBO now
projects that the post-Balanced Budget
Act reductions in home health will be
about $69 billion between fiscal years
1998 and 2002. This is over four times
the $16 billion that the CBO originally
estimated for that time period and is a
clear indication that the Medicare
home health cutbacks have been far
deeper and wide-reaching than Con-
gress ever intended.

Moreover, the financial problems
that home health agencies have experi-
enced have been exacerbated by a num-
ber of burdensome new regulatory re-
quirements imposed by the Health Care
Financing Administration, including
the implementation of OASIS, the new
outcome and assessment information
data set; new requirements for surety
bonds; IPS overpayment recoupment;
and a new 15-minute increment report-
ing requirement.

As a consequence of these payment
cuts coupled with overly burdensome
new regulatory requirements, cost-effi-
cient home health agencies across the
country have experienced acute finan-
cial difficulties and cash-flow prob-
lems, which have inhibited their abil-
ity to deliver much-needed care, par-
ticularly to the very Medicare bene-
ficiaries who need it the most—individ-
uals with diabetes, wound care pa-
tients, stroke patients, and other
chronically ill individuals with com-
plex care needs. Over 2,500 agencies—
about one quarter of all home health
agencies nationwide—have either
closed or stopped serving Medicare pa-
tients. Others have laid off staff or de-
clined to accept new patients with
more serious health problems. In addi-
tion, according to a study by the Lewin
Group for the American Hospital Asso-
ciation, these cutbacks have resulted
in a 30.5 percent reduction in hospital-
based home health services.

The effect of these home health cuts
has been particularly devastating in
my state. The number of Medicare
home health patients in Maine dropped
from 48,740 in June of 1998 to 41,269 in
June of 1999, a decline of 15 percent.
This means that 7,471 fewer Maine sen-
iors are receiving home health serv-
ices. Moreover, there was a 30 percent
drop in the number of visits, and a 26
percent cut in Medicare payments to
home health agencies in Maine.

Keep in mind that Maine’s home
health agencies have historically been
prudent in their use of resources and
were low-cost to begin with. Ulti-
mately, cuts of this magnitude degrade
patient care. The real losers in this sit-
uation are our nation’s seniors—par-
ticularly those sicker Medicare pa-
tients with complex, chronic care needs
who are already experiencing difficulty
in getting the home care services they
need.

The Balanced Budget Refinement Act
did provide a small measure of finan-
cial and regulatory relief for home
health agencies. It did, for example,
delay the automatic 15 percent reduc-
tion in Medicare home health pay-
ments for one year. I do not think that
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this legislation went far enough, how-
ever: this automatic reduction should
be eliminated entirely.

An additional 15 percent cut in Medi-
care home health payments would ring
the death knell for the low-cost, effi-
cient agencies which are currently
struggling to hang on and would fur-
ther reduce our seniors’ access to crit-
ical home care services. Moreover, we
have already far surpassed the savings
targets set by the Balanced Budget
Act. Further cuts are unnecessary. I
therefore urge all of my colleagues to
join with myself and Senators BOND,
BAUCUS, JEFFORDS, REED, SANTORUM,
ABRAHAM, MURRAY, COCHRAN, FEIN-
STEIN, HOLLINGS, MIKULSKI, BINGAMAN,
MURKOWSKI, HUTCHISON, SCHUMER,
TORRICELLI, EDWARDS, LEAHY, ENZI,
LUGAR, CLELAND, HAGEL, SNOWE, BEN-
NETT, GORTON, HUTCHINSON, HELMS, AL-
LARD, LINCOLN, DEWINE, CHAFEE,
ASHCROFT, SPECTER, ROBERTS,
BROWNBACK, and VOINOVICH in cospon-
soring the Home Health Payment Fair-
ness Act to eliminate this additional 15
percent cut in Medicare home health
payments.

Mr. President, I hope my colleagues
will join with me in providing much
needed relief to America’s home health
agencies. Ultimately, if we don’t act,
the losers will be our senior citizens
who depend so much on this important
health care service.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Michigan is recognized.
Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise

to compliment the Senator from Maine
for this proposal. I am happy to join as
a cosponsor of the legislation, as I have
on previous efforts on her part to ad-
dress the home health care issues.

I add my support to the legislation
and compliment the Senator from
Maine. I sincerely hope that as it
moves forward with a variety of pro-
posals before us, in the budget and else-
where, to address Medicare issues we
make sure we don’t address those re-
form proposals without making sure
our home health care programs are
strong and of high quality.

I yield the floor.
Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I rise to

join Senator COLLINS to offer a bill—
the Medicare Home Health Payment
Act—that will address the crisis in
home health care.

The crisis is that far too many sen-
iors and individuals with disabilities
can’t get the home health care they
need. They either go without needed
care, or are forced into a medical facil-
ity such as a nursing home. This is a
travesty, because home health can
serve an extremely valuable role—it
helps seniors get needed medical care
while retaining the comfort and dig-
nity of living in their own home.

We have plenty of data that dem-
onstrates the problem.

Over 2,000 agencies driven out of busi-
ness or out of the Medicare program. In
Missouri alone, over 100 of the 300 agen-
cies that were around in 1997 are gone.

Independent studies that show that
seniors and people with disabilities just
can’t get access to the home care they
need—perhaps forcing them into nurs-
ing homes or other medical facilities.

Reports that home health agencies
feel forced to refuse to care for seniors
because they fear the Medicare reim-
bursements won’t cover their costs.

Recent news from CBO that total
Medicare home health spending has ac-
tually fallen by 45 percent in just two
years—perhaps the largest reduction
for a specific type of provider that we
have ever seen in Medicare.

Of course, last year I was also talk-
ing about the home health crisis—and
Senator COLLINS and I had a bill to ad-
dress the issue then as well.

But I’m here to share bad news with
my colleagues—Medicare home health
is still in crisis.

While we did address home health in
the Balanced Budget Refinement Act
late last year—which helped—it didn’t
solve everything.

That’s because all we did last year to
the biggest threat that’s out there for
home health care providers—the 15-per-
cent across-the-board cuts that are in
addition to all of the other cuts made
thus far—was postpone things.

What we did not do—except for one
minor provision—is increase home
health reimbursement rates. Keep in
mind that we did provide relief in the
form of increased payments for most
other Medicare providers, like hos-
pitals and nursing facilities.

So what we did is simply postpone
further cuts in an already-devastated
industry. That cannot be the end of the
story.

So what should we do? Senator COL-
LINS and I—in the bill we are intro-
ducing today with 34 of our col-
leagues—propose to eliminate perma-
nently the planned 15-percent home
health cuts forever.

I think this initial show of support
form my colleagues is tremendous—and
I look forward to working with my col-
leagues to make sure this bill becomes
law. The millions of Americans on
Medicare—for whom the home health
benefit is so important—deserve no
less.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Home Health
Payment Fairness Act. This bill will
prevent a 15% cut to home health care
agencies and allow them to continue
their critical mission of caring for the
chronically ill and the elderly.

During the first 15 years of the Medi-
care program, home health spending
accounted for one to two percent of all
Part A expenditures. In 1997, home
health expenditures reached 14 percent
of Part A payments. Congress needed
to respond to this growth. And we did
so in the Balanced Budget Act of 1997.

Congress decided to pay home health
agencies under a Prospective Payment
System. In the meantime, we estab-
lished an interim payment system, or
IPS, that would move agencies away
from the old system.

Since then, home care agencies have
undergone deep budget cuts. Recent
CBO projections show that reductions
in home health care will be about $69
billion between 1998 and 2002—over four
times the original estimate for the
same time period. Clearly, home health
care agencies have had their budgets
cut much more severely than Congress
ever intended.

Congress has recognized the severity
of the cuts and has twice postponed im-
plementing the planned across-the-
board 15% cut. Currently, the 15% cut
is scheduled to take effect October 1,
2001.

So what does the legislation I am in-
troducing do? Simply put, this bill
takes the necessary step of not post-
poning the cut, but eliminating it alto-
gether. The planned cut must be elimi-
nated because we have achieved—in
fact, far surpassed—the savings targets
set by the Balanced Budget Act. Effi-
cient home health agencies in Montana
and across the country have experi-
enced acute financial difficulties and
cash flow problems, inhibiting their
ability to deliver much needed care.

Over 2,500 home health agencies na-
tionwide have closed or stopped serving
Medicare patients, and, according to a
study done by the Lewin Group for the
American Hospital Association, these
cutbacks have resulted in a 30.5 percent
reduction in hospital-based home
health services. Moreover, the Health
Care Financing Administration esti-
mates that 500,000 fewer home health
patient received services in 1998 than in
1997 (the last year for which figures are
available), which points to the most
central and critical issue. The real los-
ers in this situation are our seniors.
Cuts of this magnitude simply cannot
be sustained without ultimately affect-
ing patient care.

While patient care across the nation
will be impacted if the planned cuts are
implemented, rural areas will be espe-
cially had hit. If the planned cuts are
implemented, rural health care pro-
viders will be forced to find ways to
further cut costs. Such cost-cutting
measures could include closing
branches or limiting services. This
means that rural patients could face
difficulties accessing quality health
care. This is especially significant be-
cause a high percentage of seniors over
the age of 65 live in rural areas; in
Montana, that figure is 77%. Thus, any
reduction in home health care will di-
rectly impact our nation’s seniors.

Eliminating the 15% cut makes fi-
nancial sense. If home health care
budgets are cut further, costs will in-
crease in other areas. If patients—espe-
cially in rural areas—are not receiving
the care they need, they will turn to
other resources, such as hospital emer-
gency rooms, inpatient cares, and nurs-
ing homes. In the long run, this will be
more expensive and less efficient.
Above all, we must ensure that our na-
tion’s elderly and ill receive the care
they need. We must not create a situa-
tion in which cash-strapped home
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health agencies have strong incentives
to limit- or even deny-care to the sick-
est.

This bill prevents such a scenario,
while respecting Congress’ original in-
tention of reducing home health care
spending, I think that most of us agree
that our seniors and the ill deserve
quality home health care. This is a
common sense measure that will allow
us to realize our original intention of
reducing home health care spending,
while at the same time protecting the
right of our elderly and ill to quality
care.
∑ Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I am
here today to join in introducing the
Home Health Payment Fairness Act of
2000. This important bill has been
crafted to protect the Medicare home
health services that our seniors depend
upon. I want to recognize the leader-
ship of Senators COLLINS, BOND, BAU-
CUS, REED, and the many others who
are original cosponsors of this effort to
protect access to home health services.

My own state of Vermont is a model
for providing high-quality, comprehen-
sive care with a low price tag. For
most of the 1990’s, the average Medi-
care expenditure for home health care
in Vermont has been the lowest in the
nation. Vermont’s home care system
was designed to efficiently meet the
needs of frail and elderly citizens in
our largely rural state, but it, like
home care across the country, has been
put under tremendous pressure.

Since the enactment of the Balanced
Budget Act of 1997 (BBA) and imposi-
tion of the interim payment system
(IPS), the Medicare home health ben-
efit has been seriously eroded. The
BBA failed to recognize how the new
home health reimbursement would af-
fect small, rural home health care pro-
viders. The IPS has caused such signifi-
cant cash flow problems, that many
agencies are struggling to make meet
their payroll needs. Now, because of
the BBA, agencies are facing the pros-
pect of 15 % cut in Medicare funding in
October of 2001. With providers already
struggling to survive, any further cuts
could spell disaster for low-cost, effi-
cient providers, non-profit agencies,
and patients.

That is why we are introducing the
Home Health Payment Fairness Act to
eliminate the 15% reduction. The origi-
nal budget target for home health ex-
penditures from the BBA has already
been far exceeded. The Congressional
Budget Office now estimates that the
total home health cuts from BBA will
total $69 billion in five years. That’s
more than four times what was origi-
nally estimated when BBA was passed.

The Balanced Budget Refinement Act
of 1999 contained a provision requiring
the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to report to Congress in 2001
on whether the 15% reduction is still
considered necessary. I think the an-
swer is becoming more and more clear.
We don’t need it, and the Home Health
Payment Fairness Act is designed to
stop it.

Adequate home health care services
cannot survive any further reductions.
Seniors depend on the home health
benefit offered by the Medicare pro-
gram, and we must make sure it will be
there for them. Once again, I want to
thank all the cosponsors for giving this
legislation such broad, bipartisan sup-
port. Our seniors are depending on that
kind of support more than ever before.∑

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise
today to join Senator COLLINS, Senator
BOND, Senator JEFFORDS and 32 others
in introducing the Home Health Pay-
ment Fairness Act. The intent of this
important legislation is quite simple—
to eliminate the 15 percent reduction
in home health payments that is sched-
uled to go into effect in October 2001.
Last year, Senator JEFFORDS and I in-
troduced a more broad home health
bill, called the Preserve Access to Care
in the Home, or PATCH Act, which
among other things, would have elimi-
nated this potentially devastating pay-
ment reduction. Although we were not
able to get this provision included in
the 1999 Balanced Budget Refinement
Act (BBRA), we were successful in get-
ting a delay in the implementation of
this reduction. However, we must see
to it that the 15 percent cut is elimi-
nated—and I hope we can achieve that
goal this year.

Over the past thirty years, there has
been a tremendous shift in the location
where health care is actually provided.
Increasingly, older and sicker patients
are able to receive care in the comfort
of their own home, instead of a hos-
pital or nursing home. This incredible
change can be attributed to four pri-
mary causes: greater reliance on alter-
native care settings because of the
growing cost of inpatient care; techno-
logical improvements that have en-
hanced the capacity to provide sophis-
ticated medical treatments in the
home setting; the growing aging popu-
lation; and the increasing popularity of
home- and community-based care as an
alternative to the institutional care of
a nursing home. Indeed, home health
care is an integral part of the spectrum
of long term care.

As a result, by the mid-1990’s the av-
erage annual growth rate for Medicare
home health spending was 5.3%. The
1997 Balanced Budget Act (BBA) sought
to restrain the unbounded growth in
outlays for this benefit. Originally, the
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) an-
ticipated that savings through changes
in the benefit would total $16.1 billion
over five years. In reality, we have
saved a total of $19.7 billion in just two
years, and are expected to reduce out-
lays by $69 billion over the five year pe-
riod—four times what was originally
projected. Not surprisingly, since the
BBA’s enactment, there has been a re-
markable 48 percent decline in Medi-
care home health expenditures.

These dramatic reductions have all
too often been borne on the backs of
small, nonprofit home health agencies
and the elderly and disabled bene-
ficiaries they serve. Home health care

agencies in my home state of Rhode Is-
land have been especially hard hit by
these changes. We have seen a signifi-
cant decline in the number of bene-
ficiaries served and access to care for
more medically complex patients
threatened by these cuts. These reduc-
tions have clearly had negative impact
on patients who heavily rely on home
health services. In one instance, a
woman from Pawtucket, Rhode Island
had to wait 112 days after being dis-
charged from the hospital before get-
ting home health services. In the
wealthiest nation in the world, this
kind of situation is simply unaccept-
able.

Mr. President, nationally, between
1997 and 1998, the number of Medicare
beneficiaries receiving home health
services has fallen 14 percent, while the
total number of home health visits has
fallen by 40 percent. We have seen a
similar trend in Rhode Island, where
over 3,000 fewer beneficiaries are re-
ceiving home health care—representing
a decline of 16 percent—and the total
number of visits has fallen 38 percent.
These individuals are either being
forced to turn to more expensive alter-
natives, such as institutional-based
nursing homes and skilled nursing fa-
cilities for their care, or these individ-
uals are simply going without care,
which places an immeasurable burden
on the family and friends of vulnerable
beneficiaries.

I truly do not believe this is the path
we want to remain on when it comes to
home health care. In light of the im-
pending ‘‘senior boom’’ that will be hit-
ting our entitlement programs in a few
short years, we should be doing what
we can to preserve and strengthen the
Medicare home health benefit. We can
begin to do this by eliminating the 15
percent reduction in home health pay-
ments. By taking this step, we will al-
leviate an enormous burden that has
been looming over financially strapped
home health agencies and the frail and
vulnerable Medicare beneficiaries who
rely on these critical services.

I urge my colleagues to join us in en-
acting legislation that will repeal this
unnecessary and inappropriate reduc-
tion. I look forward to working with
Senator COLLINS, Senator JEFFORDS
and my other colleagues on this crit-
ical issue.

By Mr. FRIST (for himself, Mr.
JEFFORDS, Mr. GREGG, Mr. ENZI,
Mr. HUTCHINSON, Ms. COLLINS,
Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. HAGEL,
and Mr. SESSIONS):

S. 2366. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to revise and ex-
tend provisions relating to the Organ
Procurement Transplantation Net-
work; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.
THE ORGAN PROCUREMENT AND TRANSPLAN-

TATION NETWORK AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2000

∑ Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.
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There being no objection, the bill was

ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

S. 2366
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of

Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Organ Pro-
curement and Transplantation Network
Amendments Act of 2000’’.
SEC. 2. ORGAN PROCUREMENT AND TRANSPLAN-

TATION NETWORK.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 372 of the Public

Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 274) is amended
to read as follows:
‘‘SEC. 372. ORGAN PROCUREMENT AND TRANS-

PLANTATION NETWORK.
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF NETWORK.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An Organ Procurement

and Transplantation Network (in this sec-
tion referred to as the ‘Network’ or the
‘OPTN’) is established as a private network
and shall operate under this section.

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The Network shall—
‘‘(A) in accordance with criteria developed

under subsection (c)(1)(B), include as mem-
bers of the Network qualified organ procure-
ment organizations (as described in section
371(b)), transplant centers, and other entities
that have a demonstrated interest in the
fields of organ donation or transplantation
(such members shall be referred to in this
section as ‘Network participants’); and

‘‘(B) have a policy board (referred to in this
section as the ‘OPTN Board’) that meets the
requirements of subsection (b).

‘‘(b) OPTN POLICY BOARD.—
‘‘(1) COMPOSITION.—The OPTN Board shall

be composed of not more than 36 voting
members to be elected under paragraph (2)
and 5 nonvoting, ex officio members ap-
pointed under paragraph (3).

‘‘(2) ELECTED MEMBERS.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The voting members of

the OPTN Board shall be elected by the
members of the Network described in sub-
section (a)(2)(A), from among the nominees
submitted under subparagraph (B), through a
fair and open process.

‘‘(B) NOMINATING COMMITTEE.—The nomi-
nating committee established under para-
graph (5) shall, prior to each election of
OPTN Board members under this paragraph,
develop a list of nominees for such election.
Such list shall reflect the diversity of Net-
work members described in subsection
(a)(2)(A), including factors such as program
type and size and geographic location. Rec-
ommendations may be submitted to the
nominating committee by the Secretary, the
members of the Network described in sub-
section (a)(2)(A), or the general public.

‘‘(C) QUALIFICATIONS.—The OPTN Board
shall be composed of—

‘‘(i) transplant surgeons and transplant
physicians;

‘‘(ii) representatives of qualified organ pro-
curement organizations, transplant centers,
voluntary health associations, or the general
public, including patients awaiting a trans-
plant or transplant recipients or individuals
who have donated an organ, or the family
members of such patients, recipients or do-
nors; and

‘‘(iii) individuals distinguished in the fields
of ethics, basic, clinical and health services
research, biostatistics, health care policy, or
health care economics or financing.

‘‘(D) REPRESENTATION REQUIREMENT.—The
OPTN Board shall be structured to ensure
that—

‘‘(i) at least 50 but not more than 55 per-
cent of the members elected under this para-
graph are transplant surgeons and transplant
physicians; and

‘‘(ii) at least 20 but not more than 25 per-
cent of the members elected under this para-
graph are transplant candidates, transplant
recipients, organ donors and family members
of such individuals.
Nothing in this subparagraph shall be con-
strued to preclude an individual voting mem-
ber of the OPTN Board from being a rep-
resentative described in each of clauses (i)
and (iii) or (ii) and (iii) of subparagraph (C)
so long as the limitation described in clause
(i) of this subparagraph is complied with.

‘‘(3) APPOINTED MEMBERS.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ap-

point as ex officio, nonvoting members of the
OPTN Board, 1 representative from each of
the following:

‘‘(i) The Health Resources and Services Ad-
ministration.

‘‘(ii) The National Institutes of Health.
‘‘(iii) The Health Care Financing Adminis-

tration.
‘‘(iv) The Agency for Healthcare Research

and Quality.
‘‘(B) NETWORK ADMINISTRATOR.—The Net-

work Administrator shall appoint an ex offi-
cio nonvoting member of the OPTN Board.

‘‘(4) TERMS OF ELECTED MEMBERS.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided for

in this paragraph, members of the OPTN
Board elected under paragraph (2) shall serve
for a term of 3 years and may be re-elected.

‘‘(B) NEW MEMBERS.—To ensure the stag-
gered rotation of 1⁄3 of the elected members
of the OPTN Board each year, the initial
members of the OPTN Board elected under
paragraph (2) shall serve for terms of 1, 2, or
3 years respectively as designated by the
nominating committee.

‘‘(C) TRANSITION.—Consistent with sub-
section (c)(3), the voting members of the
OPTN Board who are serving on the date of
enactment of the Organ Procurement and
Transplantation Network Amendments Act
of 2000 may continue to serve until the expi-
ration of their terms. Upon such termi-
nation, the nominating committee, in sub-
mitting nominations to fill such vacancies,
shall ensure the staggered rotation of 1⁄3 of
the members elected under paragraph (2)
every 3 years.

‘‘(D) CONTRACT STATUS.—A change in the
status of a contract under subsection (f), or
a change in the contractor, shall not affect
the terms of the members of the OPTN
Board.

‘‘(5) CHAIRPERSON AND COMMITTEES.—The
OPTN Board shall have a chairperson, an ex-
ecutive committee, a nominating com-
mittee, a membership committee, and such
other committees as the OPTN Board deter-
mines to be appropriate.

‘‘(c) GENERAL FUNCTIONS OF THE OPTN
BOARD.—

‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF NETWORK POLICIES
AND CRITERIA.—The OPTN Board shall—

‘‘(A) after consultation with Network par-
ticipants and the Network Administrator,
establish and carry out the policies and func-
tions described in this section for the Net-
work;

‘‘(B) establish membership criteria for par-
ticipating in the Network;

‘‘(C) establish medical criteria for allo-
cating organs and for listing and de-listing
patients on the national lists maintained
under paragraph (2); and

‘‘(D) establish performance criteria for
transplant programs.

‘‘(2) NATIONAL SYSTEM.—The OPTN Board
shall maintain a national system to match
organs and individuals who need organ trans-
plants. The national system shall—

‘‘(A) have 1 or more lists of individuals who
are in need of organ transplants; and

‘‘(B) be operated in accordance with Net-
work policies and criteria established under
paragraph (1).

‘‘(3) NO FIDUCIARY RESPONSIBILITY.—The
OPTN Board shall have no voting member
who has any fiduciary responsibility to the
entity that holds the contract provided for
under this section.

‘‘(4) OPTN BOARD REQUIREMENTS.—The
OPTN Board shall cooperate with the Net-
work Administrator to ensure compliance
with the requirements of this section includ-
ing the contract entered into under sub-
section (f).

‘‘(d) ORGAN TRANSPLANT POLICY.—The
OPTN Board shall establish organ transplant
policies, including organ allocation policies
for potential organ recipients and policies
that affect patient outcomes. Such policies
shall—

‘‘(1) be based on sound medical principles;
‘‘(2) be based on valid scientific data;
‘‘(3) be equitable;
‘‘(4) seek to achieve the best use of donated

organs;
‘‘(5) be designed to avoid wasting organs,

to avoid futile transplants and reduce the
risk of retransplantation, to promote patient
access to transplantation, and to promote
the efficient management of organ place-
ment;

‘‘(6) be specific for each organ type or com-
bination of organ types;

‘‘(7) be based on standardized medical cri-
teria for listing and de-listing candidates
from organ transplant waiting lists;

‘‘(8) determine priority rankings (within
categories as appropriate) for candidates who
are medically suitable for transplantation,
such rankings shall be based on standardized
medical criteria and ordered according to
medical urgency and medical appropriate-
ness;

‘‘(9) seek distribution of organs as appro-
priate based on paragraphs (1) through (8);

‘‘(10) develop and apply appropriate per-
formance indicators, including patient-fo-
cused indicators, to assess transplant pro-
gram performance and reduce inter-trans-
plant program variance to improve program
performance; and

‘‘(11) seek to reduce disparities in trans-
plantation resulting from socioeconomic sta-
tus, race, ethnicity, or being medically un-
derserved.

‘‘(e) ENFORCEMENT OF ORGAN TRANSPLANT
POLICY.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—
‘‘(A) PROPOSED POLICY.—This paragraph

shall apply to any proposed transplant policy
that is developed by the OPTN Board that
the Board or the Secretary determines
should be enforced under this section or
under section 1138 of the Social Security Act.

‘‘(B) SUBMISSION OF POLICY.—Not later than
60 days prior to the implementation of a pro-
posed policy described in subparagraph (A),
the OPTN Board shall submit such proposed
policy to the Secretary.

‘‘(C) PUBLICATION.—Upon receipt of a pro-
posed policy under subparagraph (B), the
Secretary shall publish the policy in the
Federal Register for a 60-day public com-
ment period.

‘‘(D) ACTION BY SECRETARY.—Not later than
90 days after receipt of a proposed policy
under subparagraph (B), the Secretary shall
consider public comments received under
subparagraph (C) and shall—

‘‘(i) notify the OPTN Board that the policy
is consistent with this section and therefore
enforceable; or

‘‘(ii) notify the OPTN Board that the pol-
icy is inconsistent with this section and di-
rect the Board to reconsider and revise the
policy consistent with the recommendations
of the Secretary.

‘‘(E) RECONSIDERATION.—
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days

after receiving a notice from the Secretary
under subparagraph (D)(ii), the OPTN Board
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shall reaffirm the proposed policy or revise
and submit such revised policy to the Sec-
retary.

‘‘(ii) ACTION BY SECRETARY.—Not later than
30 days after receiving a revised policy under
clause (i), the Secretary shall—

‘‘(I) notify the OPTN Board that the re-
vised policy is consistent with this section
and therefore enforceable; or

‘‘(II) notify the OPTN Board that the re-
vised policy is inconsistent with this section
and submit the revised policy, with the com-
ments and proposed revisions of the Sec-
retary, to the Scientific Advisory Committee
on Organ Transplantation (referred to in this
subsection as the ‘Committee’) established
under paragraph (2).

‘‘(iii) ACTION BY COMMITTEE.—Not later
than 30 days after the submission of a re-
vised policy to the Committee under clause
(ii), the Committee may, by a majority vote,
disapprove the comments or revision of the
Secretary. If the Committee disapproves
such comments or revisions, the revised pol-
icy shall not take effect until a majority of
the Committee approves the policy or the re-
visions to such policy.

‘‘(2) SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON
ORGAN TRANSPLANTATION.—

‘‘(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
establish an advisory committee to be
known as the Scientific Advisory Committee
on Organ Transplantation. Consistent with
the requirements of sections 5 and 10 of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act—

‘‘(i) the deliberations of the Committee
shall not be inappropriately influenced by
the Secretary or by any special interest and
shall only be the result of the independent
judgment of the Committee; and

‘‘(ii) the meetings of the Committee shall
be open to the public, advance notice of
meetings shall be published in the Federal
Register, and records or minutes of meetings
shall be made available to the public.

‘‘(B) DUTIES.—The Committee shall make
recommendations with respect to policy
matters related to reviews conducted under
paragraph (1)(E)(ii)(II).

‘‘(C) MEMBERSHIP.—The Committee shall
be composed of 15 members, of which—

‘‘(i) five members shall be appointed by the
Secretary from nominations submitted by
the OPTN Board under subparagraph (D);

‘‘(ii) five members shall be appointed by
the Secretary from nominations submitted
by the Institute of Medicine under subpara-
graph (D); and

‘‘(iii) five members shall be appointed by
the Secretary.

‘‘(D) NOMINATIONS.—The OPTN Board and
the Institute of Medicine shall each nomi-
nate, in an independent manner, 5 qualified
individuals to serve on the Committee.

‘‘(E) QUALIFICATIONS.—In appointing indi-
viduals to serve on the Committee under
subparagraph (C), the Secretary shall ensure
that—

‘‘(i) nine members are transplant physi-
cians or transplant surgeons of whom—

‘‘(I) 3 shall be selected from the nomina-
tions submitted by the OPTN Board; and

‘‘(II) 3 shall be selected from the nomina-
tions submitted by the Institute of Medicine;
and

‘‘(ii) the remaining members are individ-
uals who are—

‘‘(I) distinguished in the fields of ethics,
basic, clinical or health services research,
biostatistics, or health care policy, econom-
ics or financing; or

‘‘(II) transplant candidates, transplant re-
cipients, organ donors or family members of
such individuals.

‘‘(F) EXPERTS.—The Committee shall seek
advice from appropriate experts, as needed,
to evaluate the proposed policy and revisions
under review.

‘‘(G) CHAIRPERSON.—The members of the
Committee shall elect a member to serve as
the chairperson of the Committee.

‘‘(H) TERMS.—Members of the Committee
shall serve for a term of 5 years. Vacancies
shall be filled in the same manner as the
original appointment was made.

‘‘(f) NETWORK ADMINISTRATION AND OPER-
ATION.—The Secretary shall contract with a
nonprofit private entity (referred to in this
section as the ‘Network Administrator’) for
the administration and operation of the Net-
work. The Network Administrator shall ad-
minister and operate the OPTN Board in ac-
cordance with subsection (b). The Network
Administrator shall, pursuant to the policies
and criteria established by the OPTN
Board—

‘‘(1) maintain and operate a national sys-
tem as established by the OPTN Board to
match organs and individuals who need
organ transplants;

‘‘(2) operate in accordance with medical
criteria established by the OPTN Board, and
administer the national system established
under subsection (c)(2);

‘‘(3) maintain 1 or more lists of individuals
who need organ transplants as provided for
under subsection (c)(2)(A);

‘‘(4) maintain a 24-hour communication
service to facilitate matching organs with
individuals included on the list or lists;

‘‘(5) assist organ procurement organiza-
tions in obtaining and distributing organs in
accordance with the policies established by
the OPTN Board;

‘‘(6) adopt and use standards of quality for
the acquisition and transportation of do-
nated organs, including standards regarding
the transmission of infectious diseases;

‘‘(7) prepare and distribute, on a regional-
ized basis (and, to the extent practicable,
among regions or on a national basis), sam-
ples of blood sera from individuals who are
included on the list in order to facilitate
matching the compatibility of such individ-
uals with organ donors;

‘‘(8) coordinate, as appropriate, the trans-
portation of organs from organ procurement
organizations to transplant centers;

‘‘(9) provide information to physicians,
health care professionals, and the general
public regarding organ donation;

‘‘(10) carry out studies and demonstration
projects for the purpose of improving proce-
dures for organ procurement and allocation;
and

‘‘(11) work actively with organ procure-
ment organizations, transplant centers,
health care providers, and the public to in-
crease the supply of donated organs.

‘‘(g) DATA COLLECTION, ANALYSIS AND DIS-
TRIBUTION.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Network Adminis-
trator shall analyze, maintain, verify, make
available and publish timely data to the ex-
tent necessary to—

‘‘(A) enable the OPTN Board to fulfill its
responsibilities under this section;

‘‘(B) assess the compliance of members of
the Network with performance and other cri-
teria developed pursuant to subsection (c)(1);

‘‘(C) evaluate the quality of care provided
to transplant candidates and patients gen-
erally and in an individual program;

‘‘(D) provide data needed by the Scientific
Registry maintained pursuant to section 373;

‘‘(E) provide transplant candidates and pa-
tients, physicians and others with informa-
tion needed to evaluate or select a trans-
plant program;

‘‘(F) provide a member of the Network
with data about the member, including re-
sults of analysis or other processing of data
originally supplied by the member;

‘‘(G) enable the OPTN Board, the Network
Administrator and the Secretary to fulfill
respective enforcement and oversight re-

sponsibilities under subsections (j) and (k);
and

‘‘(H) comply with the requirements under
subsection (l).

‘‘(2) TYPES OF DATA.—Data provided under
paragraph (1) shall include—

‘‘(A) data on transplant candidates, trans-
plant recipients, organ donors, donated or-
gans, and transplant programs; and

‘‘(B) as appropriate, data, graft- and pa-
tient-survival rates (actual and adjusted to
reflect program-specific population disease
severity), program specific data, and aggre-
gate data.

‘‘(h) CONTRACT.—The contract under sub-
section (f) shall—

‘‘(1) be awarded through a process of com-
petitive bidding as determined by the Sec-
retary; and

‘‘(2) be awarded for a period of no longer
than 5 years.

‘‘(i) NETWORK MEMBERSHIP AND PATIENT
REGISTRATION FEE.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Network Adminis-
trator may assess a fee, to be collected by
the Network Administrator, for membership
in the Network (to be known as the ‘Network
membership fee’), and for the listing of each
potential transplant recipient on the na-
tional organ matching system maintained by
the Network Administrator (to be known as
the ‘patient registration fee’), in an amount
determined under paragraph (2).

‘‘(2) AMOUNT.—The amounts of the fees to
be assessed under paragraph (1) shall be cal-
culated so as to be—

‘‘(A) reasonable and customary; and
‘‘(B) sufficient to cover the Network’s rea-

sonable costs of operation in accordance
with this section.

‘‘(3) ANNUAL RECALCULATION.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The fees calculated

under paragraph (2) shall be annually recal-
culated, based on—

‘‘(i) changes in the level or cost of contract
tasks and other activities related to organ
procurement and transplantation; and

‘‘(ii) changes in expected revenues from
contract funds, Network membership fees
and patient registration fees available to the
Network Administrator.

‘‘(B) PROCEDURE.—
‘‘(i) PROPOSAL.—The Network Adminis-

trator shall submit to the Secretary a writ-
ten proposal for, and justification of, a recal-
culated fee under subparagraph (A).

‘‘(ii) DETERMINATION.—The proposal of the
Network Administrator for a recalculated
fee under clause (i) shall take effect unless
the Secretary, within 60 days of receiving
the proposal, provides the Network Adminis-
trator with a written determination, with
justification, that the proposed fee level does
not meet the requirement of subparagraph
(A).

‘‘(4) USE OF FEES.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—All fees collected by the

Network Administrator under this sub-
section shall be available to the Network,
without fiscal year limitation, for use in car-
rying out the functions described in sub-
section (f).

‘‘(B) RESTRICTION.—Fees collected under
this subsection may not be used for any ac-
tivity for which contract funds may not be
used under this section.

‘‘(5) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this subsection shall be construed as prohib-
iting the Network Administrator from col-
lecting or accepting other fees, donations or
gifts or for using such other fees, donations
or gifts to carry out activities other than
those authorized under the contract under
this section.

‘‘(j) OVERSIGHT OF NETWORK PARTICI-
PANTS.—

‘‘(1) MONITORING.—
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‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The OPTN Board and

the Network Administrator shall, on an on-
going and periodic basis, or as requested by
the Secretary, monitor the operations of
Network participants to determine whether
the participants are maintaining compliance
with the criteria and policies established by
the OPTN Board.

‘‘(B) PROCEDURES.—
‘‘(i) NOTICE.—In monitoring a Network par-

ticipant under subparagraph (A), the OPTN
Board or the Administrator—

‘‘(I) shall inform the participant and the
Secretary upon initiating a compliance re-
view of a Network participant; and

‘‘(II) shall inform the participant and the
Secretary of any findings indicating non-
compliance by the participant with such cri-
teria and policies.

‘‘(ii) APPEALS.—The Network Adminis-
trator shall establish procedures for appeal-
ing noncompliance determinations. Such
procedures shall ensure due process and shall
allow for corrective action.

‘‘(2) PEER REVIEW PROCEEDINGS.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The OPTN Board shall

establish a peer review system and condi-
tions for the application of peer review re-
quirements to ensure that members of the
Network comply with policies and criteria
established by the OPTN Board under this
section. Such peer review system may in-
clude prospective reviews and shall be ad-
ministered by the Network Administrator
and overseen by the OPTN Board.

‘‘(B) POLICIES, REVIEW AND EVALUATION.—
As part of the peer review system established
under subparagraph (A), the OPTN Board
shall establish such policies, and the Net-
work Administrator shall conduct such on-
going and periodic reviews and evaluations
of members of the Network, as necessary to
ensure compliance with the policies and cri-
teria established by the OPTN Board under
this section.

‘‘(C) EMERGING ISSUES.—As part of such
peer review system established under sub-
paragraph (A), the OPTN Board shall estab-
lish policies to work with and direct the Net-
work Administrator to respond to emerging
issues and problems.

‘‘(k) ENFORCEMENT.—
‘‘(1) RECOMMENDATIONS.—The OPTN Board

or the Network Administrator shall provide
advice, and make recommendations for ap-
propriate action, to the Secretary con-
cerning the results of any reviews or evalua-
tions that, in the opinion of the OPTN Board
or the Network Administrator, indicate—

‘‘(A) noncompliance by Network partici-
pants with—

‘‘(i) the policies or criteria established by
the OPTN Board; or

‘‘(ii) the operating procedures of the Net-
work Administrator; or

‘‘(B) a risk to the health of organ trans-
plant patients or to public safety.

‘‘(2) ENFORCEMENT BY NETWORK.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the OPTN Board de-

termines that one of the members of the net-
work has violated a requirement established
by this section or by the Network, the OPTN
Board may impose on the member 1 or more
of the sanctions described in subparagraph
(B), or may recommend that the Secretary
take enforcement action under paragraph (3).

‘‘(B) TYPES OF SANCTIONS.—The sanctions
described in this subparagraph may include—

‘‘(i) the loss of any or all privileges of
membership in good standing in the Net-
work;

‘‘(ii) the imposition upon the member of
additional or more frequent reviews or eval-
uations under subsection (j)(1)(A), and as-
sessments of the reasonable costs of such ad-
ditional or more frequent reviews or evalua-
tions; and

‘‘(iii) such other sanctions as the Secretary
may permit the OPTN Board to impose.

‘‘(3) ENFORCEMENT BY THE SECRETARY.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary, after

consultation with the OPTN Board or Net-
work Administrator, determines that a
member of the Network has violated a re-
quirement established by this section or a
requirement of a policy that is enforceable
under subsection (f), the Secretary may im-
pose on the member 1 or more of the sanc-
tions described in subparagraph (B).

‘‘(B) TYPES OF SANCTIONS.—The sanctions
described in this subparagraph shall
include—

‘‘(i) requiring the member to follow a di-
rected plan of correction;

‘‘(ii) imposing upon the member a mone-
tary assessment (to be paid to the General
Fund of the Treasury) in an amount not to
exceed $10,000 for each violation or for each
day of violation;

‘‘(iii) requiring the member to pay to the
Network Administrator the costs of onsite
monitoring of the member;

‘‘(iv) the loss of any or all privileges of
membership in the Network; and

‘‘(v) in cases where the violation creates a
risk to patient health or to public health,
such other action as the Secretary deter-
mines to be necessary.

‘‘(C) PROCEDURES.—The Secretary shall de-
velop and implement procedures for the im-
position of sanctions under clauses (i)
through (v) of subparagraph (B). Such proce-
dures shall include—

‘‘(i) the provision of reasonable notice to
the Network member and the OPTN Board
that the Secretary is considering imposing a
sanction;

‘‘(ii) affording the member a reasonable op-
portunity to be heard in response to the no-
tice;

‘‘(iii) the provision of notice to the mem-
ber that the Secretary has decided to impose
a sanction; and

‘‘(iv) the opportunity for the Network
member to appeal such sanction.

‘‘(l) ANNUAL REPORT.—
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than Sep-

tember 30 of each year, the Network Admin-
istrator shall prepare and submit to the Sec-
retary an annual report on the performance
and policies of the Network. The report shall
include additional items as specified in the
contract under this section or requested in a
timely manner by the Secretary.

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENT OF OPTN BOARD AP-
PROVAL.—The OPTN Board shall review and
approve the report required under paragraph
(1) prior to the submission of such report to
the Secretary.

‘‘(3) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than Decem-

ber 31 of each year, the Secretary shall
transmit the report submitted under para-
graph (1) and the comments of the Secretary
concerning such report, to the appropriate
committees of Congress.

‘‘(B) CLARIFYING INFORMATION.—The Sec-
retary may, upon the receipt of the report
under paragraph (1), but prior to trans-
mission of the report to Congress under sub-
paragraph (A), request that the Network Ad-
ministrator submit clarifying information or
an addenda as needed to fulfill the require-
ments of this subsection.

‘‘(m) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section, such sums as may be
necessary for each of fiscal years 2001
through 2005.’’.

SEC. 3. SCIENTIFIC REGISTRY

Section 373 of the Public Health Service
Act (42 U.S.C. 274a) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

‘‘SEC. 373. SCIENTIFIC REGISTRY.
‘‘The Secretary shall by contract, develop

and maintain a scientific registry of the re-
cipients of organ transplants. The registry
shall include information, with respect to
organ transplant patients and transplant
procedures, as the Secretary determines to
be necessary to an ongoing evaluation of the
scientific and clinical status of organ trans-
plantation.’’.
SEC. 4. ORGAN DONATION.

Part H of title III of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 273 et seq.) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating section 378 (42 U.S.C.
274g) as section 379; and

(2) by inserting after section 377 (42 U.S.C.
274f) the following:
‘‘SEC. 378. ORGAN DONATION AND RESEARCH.

‘‘(a) INTER-AGENCY TASK FORCE ON ORGAN
DONATION AND RESEARCH.—

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish an inter-agency task force on organ
donation and research (referred to in this
section as the ‘task force’) to improve the
coordination and evaluation of—

‘‘(A) federally supported or conducted
organ donation efforts and policies; and

‘‘(B) federally supported or conducted
basic, clinical and health services research
(including research on preservation tech-
niques and organ rejection and compat-
ibility).

‘‘(2) COMPOSITION.—The task force shall be
composed of—

‘‘(A) the Surgeon General, who shall serve
as the chairperson;

‘‘(B) representatives to be appointed by the
Secretary from relevant agencies within the
Department of Health and Human Services
(including the Health Resources and Services
Administration, Health Care Financing Ad-
ministration, National Institutes of Health,
and Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality);

‘‘(C) a representative from the Department
of Transportation;

‘‘(D) a representative from the Department
of Defense;

‘‘(E) a representative from the Department
of Veterans Affairs;

‘‘(F) a representative from the Office of
Personnel Management; and

‘‘(G) representatives of other Federal agen-
cies or departments as determined to be ap-
propriate by the Secretary.

‘‘(3) ANNUAL REPORT.—In addition to ac-
tivities carried out under paragraph (1), the
task force shall support the development of
the annual report under subsection (d)(2).

‘‘(4) TERMINATION.—The task force may be
terminated at the discretion of the Secretary
following the completion of at least 2 annual
reports under subsection (d). Upon such ter-
mination, the Secretary shall provide for the
on-going coordination of federally supported
or conducted organ donation and research
activities.

‘‘(b) EDUCATION.—
‘‘(1) PUBLIC EDUCATION AND AWARENESS.—

The Secretary shall, directly or through
grants or contracts, carry out a comprehen-
sive and effective national public education
program to increase organ donation, includ-
ing living donation.

‘‘(2) DEVELOPMENT OF CURRICULA AND OTHER
EDUCATION ACTIVITIES.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall sup-
port the development and dissemination of
model curricula to train health care profes-
sionals and other appropriate professionals
(including religious leaders in the commu-
nity and law enforcement officials) in issues
surrounding organ donation, including meth-
ods to approach patients and their families,
cultural sensitivities, and other relevant
issues.
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‘‘(B) HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS.—For

purposes of subparagraph (A), the term
‘health care professionals’ includes—

‘‘(i) medical students, residents and fel-
lows, attending physicians (through con-
tinuing medical education courses and other
methods), nurses, social workers, and other
allied health professionals; and

‘‘(ii) hospital- or other health care-facility
based chaplains; and

‘‘(iii) emergency medical personnel.

‘‘(c) GRANTS.—The Secretary shall award
peer-reviewed grants to public and non-profit
private entities, including States, to carry
out studies and demonstration projects to in-
crease organ donation rates, including living
donation. The Secretary shall ensure that
activities carried out by grantees under this
subsection are evaluated for effectiveness
and that such findings are disseminated.

‘‘(d) REPORTS.—
‘‘(1) IOM REPORT ON BEST PRACTICES.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall

enter into a contract with the Institute of
Medicine to conduct an evaluation of the
organ donation practices of organ procure-
ment organizations, States, other countries,
and other appropriate organizations that
have achieved a higher than average organ
donation rate.

‘‘(B) BARRIERS.—In conducting the evalua-
tion under subparagraph (A), the Institute of
Medicine shall examine existing barriers to
organ donation.

‘‘(C) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of enactment of this section,
the Institute of Medicine shall submit to the
Secretary a report concerning the evaluation
conducted under this paragraph. Such report
shall include recommendations for adminis-
trative actions and, if necessary, legislation
in order to replicate the best practices iden-
tified in the evaluation and to otherwise in-
crease organ donation and procurement
rates.

‘‘(2) ANNUAL REPORT ON DONATION.—
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year

after the date on which the report is sub-
mitted under paragraph (1)(C), and annually
thereafter, the Secretary shall prepare and
submit to Congress a report concerning fed-
erally supported or conducted organ dona-
tion and procurement activities, including
donation and procurement activities evalu-
ated or conducted under subsection (a) to in-
crease organ donation.

‘‘(B) REQUIREMENTS.—To the extent prac-
ticable, each annual report under subpara-
graph (A) shall—

‘‘(i) evaluate the effectiveness of activities,
identify best practices, and make rec-
ommendations regarding broader adoption of
best practices with respect to organ donation
and procurement;

‘‘(ii) assess organ donation and procure-
ment activities that are recently completed,
current or planned.

‘‘(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section, $15,000,000 for fiscal
year 2001, and such sums as may be necessary
for each of fiscal years 2002 through 2005.’’.∑

By Mr. ABRAHAM (for himself,
Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
DEWINE, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr.
AKAKA, Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr.
INOUYE):

S. 2367. A bill to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to make im-
provements to, and permanently au-
thorize, the visa waiver pilot program
under the Act; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

TRAVEL, TOURISM, AND JOBS PRESERVATION
ACT

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Travel, Tour-
ism, and Jobs Preservation Act. This
bill makes the Visa Waiver Pilot Pro-
gram permanent and strengthens the
documentation and reporting require-
ments established under the pilot pro-
gram.

This legislation is important not
only because it facilitates travel and
tourism in the United States, thereby
creating many American jobs, but also
because it benefits American tourists
who wish to travel abroad, since visa
requirements are generally waived on a
reciprocal basis.

The Visa Waiver Pilot Program au-
thorizes the Attorney General to waive
visa requirements for foreign nationals
traveling from certain designated
countries as temporary visitors for
business or pleasure. Aliens from the
participating countries complete an
admission form prior to arrival and are
admitted to stay for up to 90 days.

The criteria for being designated as a
Visa Waiver country are as follows:
First, the country must extend recip-
rocal visa-free travel for U.S. citizens.
Second, they must have a non-
immigrant refusal rate for B–1/B–2 vis-
itor visas at U.S. consulates that is
low, averaging less than 2 percent the
previous two full fiscal years, with the
refusal rate less than 2.5 percent in ei-
ther year, or less than 3 percent the
previous full fiscal year. Third, the
countries must have or be in the proc-
ess of developing a machine-readable
passport program. Finally, the Attor-
ney General must conclude that entry
into the Visa Waiver Pilot Program
will not compromise U.S. law enforce-
ment interests.

Countries are designated by the At-
torney General in consultation with
the Secretary of State. Nations cur-
rently designated as Visa Waiver par-
ticipants are Andorra, Argentina, Aus-
tralia, Austria, Belgium, Brunei, Den-
mark, Finland, France, Germany, Ice-
land, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Liech-
tenstein, Luxembourg, Monaco, Neth-
erlands, New Zealand, Norway, Por-
tugal, San Marino, Singapore, Slo-
venia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
United Kingdom, and Uruguay. Greece
has been proposed for participation in
the program.

The Visa Waiver Pilot Program was
established by law in 1986 and became
effective in 1988, with 8 countries par-
ticipating for a period of three years.
The program has been considered suc-
cessful and as such has been expanded
to include 29 participating countries.
Since 1986, Visa Waiver has been reau-
thorized on 6 different occasions for pe-
riods of one, two, or three years at a
time.

The time has come to make the Visa
Waiver Pilot Program permanent, and,
in the process, to strengthen further
current requirements. Its status is no
longer truly experimental. No serious
disagreement exists that the program

should continue in place for the fore-
seeable future, and no significant prob-
lems have been raised with the fun-
damentals of how it has been operating
for the past 14 years. To the contrary,
failure to continue the program would
cause enormous staffing problems at
U.S. consulates, which would have to
be suddenly increased substantially to
resume issuance of visitor visas. It
would also be extremely detrimental to
American travelers, who would most
certainly find that, given reciprocity,
they now would be compelled to obtain
visas to travel to Europe and else-
where. Finally, there are costs to con-
tinuing to reauthorize the program on
a short-term rather than a permanent
basis, as it periodically creates consid-
erable uncertainty in the United States
and around the world about what docu-
ments travelers planning their foreign
travel have to obtain.

Accordingly, I am today introducing
the Travel, Tourism, and Jobs Preser-
vation Act. This legislation eliminates
the need for frequent extensions of
Visa Waiver by making the program
permanent. I am pleased to see that
the House bill on Visa Waiver also
makes the program permanent. Sec-
ond, the current requirement that
countries be in the process of devel-
oping a program for issuing machine-
readable passports will be replaced
with a stricter requirement that all
countries in the program as of May 1,
2000 certify by October 1, 2001 that they
will have an operational machine-read-
able passport program by 2003 and that
new countries have a machine-readable
passport program in place before be-
coming eligible for designation as a
Visa Waiver country. The bill also es-
tablishes a deadline of October 1, 2008
by which time all travelers must have
machine-readable passports to come to
the United States under Visa Waiver.
The judgment of everyone involved in
these issues is that the technology is
now sufficient that it is time for every-
one to move from the concept and plan-
ning to the prompt implementation of
these requirements.

Finally, under the Travel, Tourism,
and Jobs Preservation Act, the Attor-
ney General must submit a written re-
port at least once every five years eval-
uating ‘‘the effect of each program
country’s continued designation on the
law enforcement and national security
interests of the United States.’’ This
will ensure that the operation of the
program is periodically reviewed. I
should note that under current law the
Attorney General, in consultation with
the Secretary of State, may for any
reason (including national security) re-
frain from waiving the visa require-
ment in respect to nationals of any
country which may otherwise qualify
for designation or may, at any time,
rescind any waiver or designation pre-
viously granted’’ under Visa Waiver.

I think the additions in the bill
strengthen the program while pre-
serving the significant job creation
benefits Americans gain from the Visa
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Waiver program. International travel
generates $95 billion in expenditures
and created one million U.S. jobs last
year, according to the Travel Industry
Association of America. An estimated
half of all visitors to the United States
enter the country under Visa Waiver.

I would like to thank my cosponsors
Senators KENNEDY, LEAHY, DEWINE,
JEFFORDS, AKAKA, GRAHAM, and INOUYE
for supporting this important legisla-
tion.

f

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 510

At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. LOTT) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 510, a bill to preserve the sov-
ereignty of the United States over pub-
lic lands and acquired lands owned by
the United States, and to preserve
State sovereignty and private property
rights in non-Federal lands sur-
rounding those public lands and ac-
quired lands.

S. 577

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 577, a bill to provide for in-
junctive relief in Federal district court
to enforce State laws relating to the
interstate transportation of intoxi-
cating liquor.

S. 670

At the request of Mr. JEFFORDS, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. ALLARD) and the Senator from
Mississippi (Mr. COCHRAN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 670, a bill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
provide that the exclusion from gross
income for foster care payments shall
also apply to payments by qualifying
placement agencies, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 867

At the request of Mr. ROTH, the name
of the Senator from Rhode Island (Mr.
L. CHAFEE) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 867, a bill to designate a portion of
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge as
wilderness.

S. 1419

At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. SMITH), the Senator from In-
diana (Mr. LUGAR), and the Senator
from Georgia (Mr. COVERDELL) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1419, a bill to
amend title 36, United States Code, to
designate May as ‘‘National Military
Appreciation Month.’’

S. 1810

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
MCCAIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1810, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to clarify and improve
veterans’ claims and appellate proce-
dures.

S. 1898

At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont

(Mr. JEFFORDS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1898, a bill to provide protec-
tion against the risks to the public
that are inherent in the interstate
transportation of violent prisoners.

S. 1921

At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the
names of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) and the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. BREAUX) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1921, a bill to authorize
the placement within the site of the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial of a
plaque to honor Vietnam veterans who
died after their service in the Vietnam
war, but as a direct result of that serv-
ice.

S. 1957

At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
names of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. DODD), the Senator from New
York (Mr. MOYNIHAN), and the Senator
from New Jersey (Mr. TORRICELLI) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1957, a bill to
provide for the payment of compensa-
tion to the families of the Federal em-
ployees who were killed in the crash of
a United States Air Force CT–43A air-
craft on April 3, 1996, near Dubrovnik,
Croatia, carrying Secretary of Com-
merce Ronald H. Brown and 34 others.

S. 1988

At the request of Mr. DASCHLE, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
FITZGERALD) and the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. DURBIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1988, a bill to reform the
State inspection of meat and poultry in
the United States, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 2004

At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2004, a bill to amend title 49 of the
United States Code to expand State au-
thority with respect to pipeline safety,
to establish new Federal requirements
to improve pipeline safety, to authorize
appropriations under chapter 601 of
that title for fiscal years 2001 through
2005, and for other purposes.

S. 2021

At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the
name of the Senator from Kentucky
(Mr. BUNNING) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2021, a bill to prohibit high school
and college sports gambling in all
States including States where such
gambling was permitted prior to 1991.

S. 2078

At the request of Mr. BUNNING, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) and the Senator
from Pennsylvania (Mr. SPECTER) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2078, a bill to
authorize the President to award a gold
medal on behalf of Congress to Muham-
mad Ali in recognition of his out-
standing athletic accomplishments and
enduring contributions to humanity,
and for other purposes.

S. 2107

At the request of Mr. GRAMM, the
name of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. ALLARD) was added as a cosponsor

of S. 2107, a bill to amend the Securi-
ties Act of 1933 and the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 to reduce securities
fees in excess of those required to fund
the operations of the Securities and
Exchange Commission, to adjust com-
pensation provisions for employees of
the Commission, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 2183

At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CRAIG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2183, a bill to ensure the availability of
spectrum to amateur radio operators.

S. 2277

At the request of Mr. ROTH, the
names of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) and the Senator from
Florida (Mr. GRAHAM) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2277, a bill to termi-
nate the application of title IV of the
Trade Act of 1974 with respect to the
People’s Republic of China.

S. 2308

At the request of Mr. MOYNIHAN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. WELLSTONE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2308, a bill to amend title
XIX of the Social Security Act to as-
sure preservation of safety net hos-
pitals through maintenance of the
Medicaid disproportionate share hos-
pital program.

S. 2314

At the request of Mr. SMITH of New
Hampshire, the name of the Senator
from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE) was added
as a cosponsor of S. 2314, a bill for the
relief of Elian Gonzalez and other fam-
ily members.

S. 2323

At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL,
the names of the Senator from Ohio
(Mr. DEWINE), the Senator from Texas
(Mrs. HUTCHISON), and the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. FRIST) were added
as cosponsors of S. 2323, a bill to amend
the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 to
clarify the treatment of stock options
under the Act.

S. 2344

At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. ABRAHAM) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2344, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to treat pay-
ments under the Conservation Reserve
Program as rentals from real estate.

S. CON. RES. 32

At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 32, a concurrent
resolution expressing the sense of Con-
gress regarding the guaranteed cov-
erage of chiropractic services under the
Medicare+Choice program.

S. CON. RES. 54

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
SMITH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Con. Res. 54, a concurrent resolution
expressing the sense of Congress that
the Auschwitz-Birkenau state museum
in Poland should release seven paint-
ings by Auschwitz survivor Dina Bab-
bitt made while she was imprisoned
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there, and that the governments of the
United States and Poland should facili-
tate the return of Dina Babbit’s art-
work to her.

S. CON. RES. 60

At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 60, a concurrent
resolution expressing the sense of Con-
gress that a commemorative postage
stamp should be issued in honor of the
U.S.S. Wisconsin and all those who
served aboard her.

S. CON. RES. 98

At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. SESSIONS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. Con. Res. 98, a concurrent res-
olution urging compliance with the
Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects
of International Child Abduction.

AMENDMENT NO. 2915

At the request of Mr. WELLSTONE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2915 proposed to S.
Con. Res. 101, an original concurrent
resolution setting forth the congres-
sional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal years 2001
through 2005 and revising the budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2000.

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2915 proposed to S.
Con. Res. 101, an original concurrent
resolution setting forth the congres-
sional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal years 2001
through 2005 and revising the budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2000.

At the request of Mr. DODD, his name
was added as a cosponsor of amend-
ment No. 2915 proposed to S. Con. Res.
101, an original concurrent resolution
setting forth the congressional budget
for the United States Government for
fiscal years 2001 through 2005 and revis-
ing the budgetary levels for fiscal year
2000.

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, her
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2915 proposed to S.
Con. Res. 101, an original concurrent
resolution setting forth the congres-
sional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal years 2001
through 2005 and revising the budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2000.
f

SENATE RESOLUTION 281—TO CON-
GRATULATE THE MICHIGAN
STATE UNIVERSITY MEN’S BAS-
KETBALL TEAM ON WINNING
THE 2000 NATIONAL COLLEGIATE
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION MEN’S
BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

Mr. ABRAHAM (for himself and Mr.
LEVIN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 281

Whereas the Michigan State Spartans were
Big Ten Conference regular season co-cham-
pions, and were winners of the Big Ten Con-
ference Tournament, and, with a 26–7 record,

earned a number one seed in the Midwest re-
gion of the 1999–2000 N.C.A.A. Tournament;

Whereas the Michigan State Spartans
proved their dominance over the Midwest
Region in reaching the Final Four, defeating
Valparaiso 65–38, Utah 73–61, Syracuse 75–58,
and Iowa State 75–64;

Whereas in winning the Midwest Region
the Michigan State Spartans reached the
Men’s Final Four for the second year in a
row, last year losing to the Duke University
Blue Devils in the semifinals;

Whereas the Michigan State Spartans
vowed after that loss to return to the Final
Four in 1999–2000, and to settle for nothing
less than the ultimate prize;

Whereas the Michigan State Spartans
moved one step closer to their goal when
they defeated the University of Wisconsin
Badgers 53–41 for the fourth time of the 1999–
2000 season to reach the championship game;

Whereas in that game, the Michigan State
Spartans, with an entire team effort that
demonstrated why college athletics are so
special, defeated the University of Florida
Gators 89–76 on April 3, 2000, and won the
N.C.A.A. Men’s Basketball Championship for
the second time in the history of the pro-
gram;

Whereas Coach Tom Izzo, who hails from
Iron Mountain, Michigan, in only his fifth
year coaching the team, has proven himself
to be one of the finest coaches in Men’s Col-
lege Basketball, and he and his staff instilled
into the Spartans a will to win second to
none, exemplified by their cutthroat defense,
which suffocated many potent offenses
throughout the season, and particularly in
the second half of N.C.A.A. Tournament
games;

Whereas Mateen Cleaves, Morris Peterson,
and A.J. Granger, three seniors who have
been playing together for four years and who
ended their collegiate careers with a win,
spurred this team to victory throughout the
year, Mr. Cleaves with his incredible leader-
ship, Mr. Peterson with his clutch shooting,
and Mr. Granger with his consistent long
marksmanship;

Whereas Mateen Cleaves, Morris Peterson,
and Charlie Bell, three individuals who hail
from Flint, Michigan, and have thus been
given the nickname ‘‘The Flintstones,’’ have
been playing together since elementary
school, and whose comradeship and loyalty
to one another carried out onto the floor,
and made the Spartans team a family off the
floor as well;

Whereas Mateen Cleaves, the fearless cap-
tain of the team and the all-time assist lead-
er in the Big Ten’s history, who led not only
with words but also with the example he set,
who returned to the championship game
after sustaining a high ankle sprain to his
right leg, led his team to the title and, like
a true champion, made good on his word;

Whereas Morris Peterson, named the Big
Ten Conference Player of the Year, saved the
Michigan State Spartans from the clutches
of defeat many times this season, and par-
ticularly in the tournament, with his laser-
like shooting and stingy defense;

Whereas Charlie Bell, perhaps the best re-
bounding guard in the nation, also led the
team with his quickness, tireless defense ef-
fort, and athleticism, and who will be count-
ed upon for his leadership next year;

Whereas A.J. Granger, displayed his awe-
some variety of offensive skills in both as-
sisting on, and hitting, several big shots
when the Spartans needed them most;

Whereas Andre Hutson, the man in the
middle, who was often called on to shut down
the opposing team’s top player, particularly
in the 1999–2000 tournament, handled his job
with a workmanlike skill that defined pro-
fessionalism, and in doing so provided the
Spartans with the whole package the entire
year;

Whereas Mike Chappell, Jason Richardson,
and Aloysius Anagonye, provided the Spar-
tans with quality minutes off the bench all
year, and particularly in the championship
game, where they held their own against the
vaunted Florida bench;

Whereas David Thomas and Adam
Ballinger, provided valuable contributions
throughout the season and the tournament,
both on and off the court, often providing
the Spartans with the lift they needed; and

Whereas the contributions of Steve Cherry,
Mat Ishbia and Brandon Smith, both on the
court and in practice, demonstrated the
total devotion of the Spartans players to the
team concept that made the Spartans into
the most dominating college basketball
team of the new millennium: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the United States Senate
congratulates the Michigan State University
Men’s Basketball Team on winning the 1999–
2000 National Collegiate Athletic Association
Men’s Basketball Championship.

f

SENATE RESOLUTION 282—CON-
GRATULATING THE HUSKIES OF
THE UNIVERSITY OF CON-
NECTICUT FOR WINNING THE 2000
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL CHAM-
PIONSHIP

By Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr.
LIEBERMAN) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 282
Whereas the University of Connecticut

women’s basketball team won its second na-
tional championship in 5 years by defeating
the University of Tennessee by the score of
71–52;

Whereas the University of Connecticut
Huskies entered the 2000 NCAA Tournament
with a perfect 15–0 record in the Big East
Conference and with just one loss during the
regular season;

Whereas National Coach of the Year Geno
Auriemma’s team began the season ranked
number one in the Nation and will finish the
season ranked number one in the Nation;

Whereas the University of Connecticut
Women Huskies brought the State of Con-
necticut its second straight NCAA Basket-
ball Title, following the 1999 championship of
the University of Connecticut Men’s team;

Whereas both Shea Ralph and Svetlana
Abrosimova were chosen consensus All-
Americans; Ralph was selected the NCAA
tournament’s Most Outstanding Player;
Kelly Schumacher set a championship-game
record for blocked shots with 9; and Ralph,
Abrosimova, Sue Bird, and Asjha Jones were
named to the All-Tournament team;

Whereas the Huskies dominated March
Madness, averaging 91.3 points and a 19-point
margin of victory in the tournament;

Whereas University of Connecticut’s 19-
point win over Tennessee, the other power-
house of women’s collegiate basketball, was
the second largest margin of victory ever in
a championship game;

Whereas the high caliber of the University
of Connecticut Women Huskies in both ath-
letics and academics has again advanced the
sport of women’s basketball and provided in-
spiration for future generations of young fe-
male athletes; and

Whereas the Huskies’ season of accom-
plishment rallied Connecticut residents of
all ages, from Stamford to Storrs, from Nor-
walk to Norwich, behind a common purpose
and inspired a wave of euphoria across the
State: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate commends the
Huskies of the University of Connecticut for
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completing the 1999–2000 season with a 36–1
record and winning the 2000 NCAA Women’s
Basketball Championship.

f

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2001

L. CHAFEE (AND FEINSTEIN)
AMENDMENT NO. 2923

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. L. CHAFEE (for himself and Mrs.

FEINSTEIN) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 101)
setting forth the congressional budget
for the United States Government for
fiscal years 2001 through 2005 and revis-
ing the budgetary levels for fiscal year
2000; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. ll. SENSE OF THE SENATE ON RESTORING

FUNDS TO HOSPITALS CUT BY THE
BALANCED BUDGET ACT OF 1997.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—
(1) the Balanced Budget Reform Act of 1999

provided insufficient relief to hospitals;
(2) in addition to reductions to expendi-

tures under the medicare program, reduc-
tions made in the Balanced Budget Act of
1997 over 5 years to Federal medicaid dis-
proportionate share hospital (DSH) expendi-
tures threaten the ability of hospitals to pro-
vide care for the most vulnerable popu-
lations;

(3) Federal medicaid DSH expenditures
help reimburse the costs incurred by hos-
pitals in treating medicaid patients and the
uninsured and are needed to help our Na-
tion’s safety net hospitals.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion on the budget assume that the Senate
should enact legislation that would reverse
the unintended consequences of the Balanced
Budget Act of 1997 by freezing the reductions
in medicaid disproportionate share hospital
(DSH) expenditures at fiscal year 2000 levels
and then allowing those expenditure levels
to increase by the percentage change in the
consumer price index for all urban con-
sumers (all items; U.S. city average) for the
following 5 years.

JEFFORDS (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2924

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. JEFFORDS (for himself, Ms.

SNOWE, Mr. DODD, Mr. BAYH, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mr. REED, Mr. SCHUMER,
Mr. KERRY, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. LEAHY,
Mr. KOHL, Mr. L. CHAFEE, and Mr.
WELLSTONE) submitted the following
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing new section:
SEC. ll. SENSE OF THE SENATE ON THE LOW-IN-

COME HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) Home energy assistance for working
poor and low-income families with children,
elderly individuals on fixed incomes, individ-

uals with disabilities, and others who need
such assistance is a critical part of the social
safety net in cold weather areas during the
winter, and a source of necessary cooling aid
during the summer.

(2) The Low-Income Home Energy Assist-
ance Program is a highly targeted, cost-ef-
fective way to help millions of low-income
Americans pay their home energy bills. More
than 2⁄3 of households eligible for assistance
through the Program have annual incomes of
less than $8,000, and approximately 1⁄2 of the
households have annual incomes below
$6,000.

(3) Funding for the Low-Income Home En-
ergy Assistance Program has declined 48 per-
cent since fiscal year 1985, and as a result
many elderly individuals on fixed incomes
and working poor families have lost critical
assistance.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the budgetary levels in
this resolution assume that—

(1) an amount of not less than $1,400,000,000
(an amount currently available to carry out
the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance
Act of 1981 for fiscal year 2000) will be made
available to carry out such Act for fiscal
year 2001; and

(2) $1,400,000,000 of the amount described in
paragraph (1) will not be funds designated by
Congress to be emergency requirements pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Balanced
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act
of 1985 (2 U.S.C. 901(b)(2)(A)), regardless of
whether any additional funds (in excess of
the $1,400,000,000) made available as described
in paragraph (1) are funds that are so des-
ignated.

LINCOLN AMENDMENT NO. 2925

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mrs. LINCOLN submitted an amend-

ment intended to be proposed by her to
the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res.
101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. ll. SENSE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING

AGING FLOOD CONTROL STRUC-
TURES.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—
(1) since 1948, communities and the Natural

Resources Conservation Service of the De-
partment of Agriculture have constructed
over 10,400 flood control structures in 47
States, at an estimated infrastructure in-
vestment of $14,000,000,000;

(2) many of those structures are now reach-
ing the end of their design life; and

(3) unless those aging structures are reha-
bilitated, the structures may—

(A) pose significant threats to human
health, public safety, property, and the envi-
ronment; and

(B) pose risks of potential hardship to the
communities in the vicinities of the struc-
tures, including through potential loss of
flood control, community water supplies,
ability to conserve natural resources, and
economic benefits, that were brought about
as a result of those flood control structures.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion, and any legislation enacted pursuant to
this resolution, assume that the Federal
Government will offer technical assistance
and cost-shared financial assistance to com-
munities to ensure that the flood control
structures constructed by the communities
and the Natural Resources Conservation
Service of the Department of Agriculture are
rehabilitated and continue to serve the pro-
tective purposes for which they were con-
structed.

BINGAMAN (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2926

Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself, Mr.
KENNEDY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. DASCHLE,
Mr. DODD, Mr. KERRY, Mr. WELLSTONE,
Mr. BYRD, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. REED, Mr.
ROBB, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. SCHUMER, and
Mrs. BOXER) proposed an amendment to
the concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res.
101, supra; as follows:

On page 4, line 4, increase the amount by
$1,930,000,000.

On page 4, line 5, increase the amount by
$6,230,000,000.

On page 4, line 6, increase the amount by
$5,480,000,000.

On page 4, line 7, increase the amount by
$5,810,000,000.

On page 4, line 8, increase the amount by
$6,940,000,000.

On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$1,930,000,000.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$6,230,000,000.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$5,480,000,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$5,810,000,000.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$6,940,000,000.

On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$5,640,000,000.

On page 4, line 23, increase the amount by
$7,120,000,000.

On page 4, line 24, increase the amount by
$6,470,000,000.

On page 4, line 25, increase the amount by
$7,080,000,000.

On page 5, line 1, increase the amount by
$8,420,000,000.

On page 5, line 7, increase the amount by
$1,930,000,000.

On page 5, line 8, increase the amount by
$6,230,000,000.

On page 5, line 9, increase the amount by
$5,480,000,000.

On page 5, line 10, increase the amount by
$5,810,000,000.

On page 5, line 11, increase the amount by
$6,940,000,000.

On page 18, line 7, increase the amount by
$5,640,000,000.

On page 18, line 8, increase the amount by
$1,930,000,000.

On page 18, line 11, increase the amount by
$7,120,000,000.

On page 18, line 12, increase the amount by
$6,230,000,000.

On page 18, line 15, increase the amount by
$6,470,000,000.

On page 18, line 16, increase the amount by
$5,480,000,000.

On page 18, line 19, increase the amount by
$7,080,000,000.

On page 18, line 20, increase the amount by
$5,810,000,000.

On page 18, line 23, increase the amount by
$8,420,000,000.

On page 18, line 24, increase the amount by
$6,940,000,000.

On page 29, line 3, decrease the amount by
$1,949,000,000.

On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount by
$28,133,000,000.

Add new Section 105, as follows:
SEC. 105. RECONCILIATION OF REVENUE REDUC-

TIONS IN THE SENATE.
Not later than September 29, 2000, the Sen-

ate Committee on Finance shall report to
the Senate a reconciliation bill proposing
changes in laws within its jurisdiction nec-
essary to reduce revenues by not more than
$19,000,000 in fiscal year 2001 and $1,743,000,000
for the period of fiscal years 2001 through
2005.

SHELBY AMENDMENT NO. 2927
(Ordered to lie on the table.)
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Mr. SHELBY submitted an amend-

ment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, insert the following:
SEC. ll. SENSE OF THE SENATE.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Our Nation’s children have become the
ever increasing targets of marketing activ-
ity.

(2) Such marketing activity, which in-
cludes Internet sales pitches, commercials
broadcast via in-classroom television pro-
gramming, product placements, contests,
and giveaways, is taking place every day
during class time in our Nation’s public
schools.

(3) Many State and local entities enter into
arrangements allowing marketing activity
in schools in an effort to make up budgetary
shortfalls or to gain access to expensive
technology or equipment.

(4) These marketing efforts take advantage
of the time and captive audiences provided
by taxpayer-funded schools.

(5) These marketing efforts involve activi-
ties that compromise the privacy of our Na-
tion’s children.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that—

(1) in-school marketing and information-
gathering activities—

(A) are a waste of student class time and
taxpayer money;

(B) exploit captive student audiences for
commercial gain; and

(C) compromise the privacy rights of our
Nation’s school children and are a violation
of the public trust Americans place in the
public education system;

(2) State and local educators should re-
move commercial distractions from our Na-
tion’s public schools and should protect the
privacy of school-aged children in our Na-
tion’s classrooms;

(3) Federal funds should not be used in any
way to support the commercialization of our
Nation’s classrooms or the exploitation of
student privacy, nor to purchase advertise-
ments from entities that market to school
children or violate student privacy during
the school day; and

(4) Federal funds should be made available,
in the form of block grants, to State and
local entities in order to provide the entities
with the financial flexibility to avoid the ne-
cessity of having to enter into relationships
with third parties that involve violations of
student privacy or the introduction of com-
mercialization into our Nation’s classrooms.

JOHNSON (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2928

Mr. DOMENICI (for Mr. JOHNSON (for
himself, Mr. ABRAHAM, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. SPECTER, and Mr.
DASCHLE)) proposed an amendment to
the concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res.
101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . RESERVE FUND FOR MILITARY RETIREE

HEALTH CARE.
(a) IN GENERAL.—In the Senate, aggre-

gates, allocations, functional totals and
other budgetary levels and limits may be re-
vised for legislation to fund improvements to
health care programs for military retirees
and their dependents in order to fulfill the
promises made to them, provided that the
enactment of that legislation will not cause
an on-budget deficit for—

(1) fiscal year 2001; or

(2) the period of fiscal years 2001 through
2005.

(b) REVISED LEVELS.—Upon the consider-
ation of legislation pursuant to subsection
(a), the Chairman of the Committee on the
Budget of the Senate may file with the Sen-
ate appropriately revised allocations under
section 302(a) of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974 and revised functional levels and
aggregates to carry out this section. These
revised allocations, functional levels, and ag-
gregates shall be considered for the purposes
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 as al-
locations, functional levels, and aggregates
contained in this resolution.

DOMENICI AMENDMENT NO. 2929

Mr. DOMENICI proposed an amend-
ment to amendment No. 2928 proposed
by Mr. JOHNSON to the concurrent reso-
lution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as fol-
lows:

In subsection (a), after the words ‘‘may be
revised for’’ insert the words ‘‘Department of
Defense authorization’’, and after the word
‘‘legislation’’ insert the words ‘‘reported by
the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate’’.

SHELBY (AND BOND) AMENDMENT
NO. 2930

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. SHELBY (for himself and Mr.

BOND) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, add the following:
SEC. ll. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING ADE-

QUATE FUNDING OF THE DEFENSE
BUDGET.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The United States remains exposed to
ballistic missile attack.

(2) The morale and readiness levels of the
Armed Forces of the United States are de-
clining to a point not seen since the ‘‘hollow
force’’ of the 1970s.

(3) The investment in spending for the
Armed Forces has not kept pace with the
worldwide operational tempo of the Armed
Forces.

(4) The investment in science and tech-
nology by the United States has decreased to
a point that threatens the ability of the
United States to maintain technological su-
periority on the battlefield of the future.

(5) The health care delivery system for
United States military personnel, including
regular, reserve, and retired personnel, is
wholly inadequate.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that it should enact legislation
that funds the defense budget at levels com-
mensurate with the threat to the national
security interests of the United States.

STEVENS (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2931

Mr. STEVENS (for himself, Mr.
BYRD, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
SHELBY, Mr. CAMPBELL, and Mr. COCH-
RAN) proposed an amendment to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

Strike Section 208.

STEVENS (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2932

Mr. STEVENS (for himself, Mr.
BYRD, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.

COCHRAN, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. CAMPBELL,
and Mr. HARKIN) proposed an amend-
ment to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

Strike Section 210.

BAYH AMENDMENT NO. 2933
Mr. BAYH submitted an amendment

intended to be proposed by him to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. ll. SENSE OF THE SENATE RELATING TO

THE HUMAN GENOME PROJECT.
(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-

lowing findings:
(1) The human genome project is an inter-

national effort lead by the United States and
the United Kingdom that will revolutionize
the delivery of health care.

(2) The National Institutes of Health’s Na-
tional Human Genome Research Institute
and the Department of Energy’s Human Ge-
nome Program together make up the U.S.
component of the Human Genome Project,
the world’s largest centrally coordinated bi-
ology research project.

(3) The Human Genome Project is deter-
mined to complete the nucleotide sequence
of human DNA, to localize the estimated
50,000 to 100,000 genes within the human ge-
nome.

(4) In addition, another major component
of the human genome research effort is to
analyze the ethical, legal, and social impli-
cations of genetic knowledge.

(5) There are an estimated 3,000,000,000 let-
ters to map and sequence and up to 100,000
genes to identify that makeup the human ge-
netic code. Of the 3,000,000,000 letters,
2,000,000,000 have already been mapped and
sequenced in working draft form.

(6) As a result of the Human Genome
Project’s efforts, a working draft that covers
at least 90 percent of the genome is expected
to be released this year.

(7) The availability of genetic information
requires humans to use the information
wisely and appropriately, free of discrimina-
tion.

(8) The President’s fiscal year 2001 budget
requests a $1,000,000,000 increase in the bio-
medical research activities at the National
Institutes of Health to support research in
areas such as diabetes, brain disorders, can-
cer, genetic medicine, disease prevention
strategies, and development of an AIDS vac-
cine.

(9) The Senate has previously passed a
sense of the Senate that expresses support
for the doubling of funding for the National
Institutes of Health over 5 years.

(10) The completion of the Human Genome
Project will have profound impacts on the
way health care is delivered. It will provide
information that constitutes a basic set of
inherited instructions for the development
and functioning of a human being.

(11) This data will be primarily used to cre-
ate medications that can prevent genetic
disorders from surfacing and allow treat-
ment to begin at earlier stages.

(12) Genomics should allow us to live not
only longer but healthier lives. By identi-
fying the genetic causes of terminal ill-
nesses, genomics may make it possible for a
child born today to have a long and healthier
life.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels underlying this
resolution assume that the efforts of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health and the Depart-
ment of Energy in the Human Genome
Project will be recognized and strongly sup-
ported to advance the world’s understanding
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of the genetic make-up of humans and de-
velop one of the most profound scientific dis-
coveries of our time, and to support swift ad-
vancement in this area.

JOHNSON (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO 2934

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mr.

WELLSTONE, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. DOR-
GAN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. ROBB, Mr. JEF-
FORDS, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. KENNEDY,
Mr. BRYAN, Mr. KERRY, Mr. CONRAD,
Mr. HARKIN, and Mr. DASCHLE) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by them to the bill Senate
Concurrent Resolution 101, supra, as
follows:

On page 4, line 4, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 4, line 5, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 4, line 6, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 4, line 7, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 4, line 8, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 4, line 23, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 4, line 24, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 4, line 25, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 5, line 1, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 5, line 7, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 5, line 8, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 5, line 9, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 5, line 10, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 5, line 11, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 23, line 7, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 23, line 8, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 23, line 11, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 23, line 12, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 23, line 15, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 23, line 16, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 23, line 19, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 23, line 20, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 23, line 23, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 23, line 24, increase the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 29, line 3, decrease the amount by
$500,000,000.

On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount by
$2,500,000,000.

CONRAD (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2935

Mr. CONRAD (for himself, Mr. KOHL,
Mr. DORGAN, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. HAR-

KIN, Mr. ROBB, Mr. REID, and Mr.
GRAHAM) proposed an amendment to
amendment No. 2906 proposed by Mr.
ALLARD to the concurrent resolution,
S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

In the amendment strike all after the first
word and add the following:

Notwithstanding any other provisions of
this resolution, the following numbers shall
apply:

On page 4, line 4, increase the amount by
$6,579,000,000.

On page 4, line 5, increase the amount by
$12,427,000,000.

On page 4, line 6, increase the amount by
$15,376,000,000.

On page 4, line 7, increase the amount by
$18,775,000,000.

On page 4, line 8, increase the amount by
$21,724,000,000.

On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$6,579,000,000.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$12,427,000,000.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$15,376,000,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$18,775,000,000.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$21,724,000,000.

On page 5, line 15, increase the amount by
$6,579,000,000.

On page 5, line 16, increase the amount by
$12,427,000,000.

On page 5, line 17, increase the amount by
$15,376,000,000.

On page 5, line 18, increase the amount by
$18,775,000,000.

On page 5, line 19, increase the amount by
$21,724,000,000.

On page 5, line 23, decrease the amount by
$6,579,000,000.

On page 5, line 24, decrease the amount by
$12,427,000,000.

On page 5, line 25, decrease the amount by
$15,376,000,000.

On page 6, line 1, decrease the amount by
$18,775,000,000.

On page 6, line 2, decrease the amount by
$21,724,000,000.

On page 6, line 6, decrease the amount by
$6,579,000,000.

On page 6, line 7, decrease the amount by
$12,427,000,000.

On page 6, line 8, decrease the amount by
$15,376,000,000.

On page 6, line 9, decrease the amount by
$18,775,000,000.

On page 6, line 10, decrease the amount by
$21,724,000,000.

On page 29, line 3, decrease the amount by
$6,579,000,000.

On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount by
$74,881,000,000.

WARNER AMENDMENTS NOS. 2936–
2938

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr WARNER submitted three amend-

ments intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution S. Con.
Res. 101 supra; as follows:

AMENDMENT NO. 2936

On page 4, line 22, strike ‘‘$1,471,817,000,000’’
and insert ‘‘$1,475,817,000,000’’.

On page 5, line 7, strike ‘‘$1,447,795,000,000’’
and insert ‘‘$1,499,395,000,000’’.

On page 5, line 15, strike ‘‘$53,863,000,000’’
and insert ‘‘$52,263,000,000’’.

On page 43, line 10, strike ‘‘$306,819,000,000’’
and insert ‘‘$310,819,000,000’’.

AMENDMENT NO. 2937

At the end of title II, add the following:

SEC. 204. PARTICIPATION OF MEMBERS OF THE
UNIFORMED SERVICES IN THE
THRIFT SAVINGS PLAN.

(a) ADJUSTMENT.—If a bill is reported by a
committee of the Senate, or an amendment
to a bill reported by a committee of the Sen-
ate is offered, or a conference report on a bill
reported by a committee of the Senate is
submitted that provides for the amendments
made by subtitle F of title VI of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2000 (Public Law 106–65; 113 Stat. 670) to take
effect, the chairman of the Committee on
the Budget shall increase the allocation of
budget authority and outlays to that com-
mittee by the amount of budget authority
(and the outlays resulting therefrom) pro-
vided by that legislation for such purpose in
accordance with subsection (b).

(b) CONDITIONS.—Legislation complies with
this subsection if it does not cause a net in-
crease in budget authority and outlays of
greater than $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2001.

(c) LIMITATIONS.—Adjustments to alloca-
tions under subsection (a) shall not result in
reduced revenue for fiscal year 2001 exceed-
ing $10,000,000, or reduced revenue for the pe-
riod of fiscal years 2001 through 2005 exceed-
ing $321,000,000.

AMENDMENT NO. 2938

At the end of section 208, add the fol-
lowing:

(g) EXCEPTION FOR DEFENSE SPENDING.—
This section does not apply to a provision of
law making discretionary appropriations in
the defense category.

KENNEDY (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2939

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr.

FEINGOLD, Mr. DODD, Mr. REED, Mr.
BINGAMAN, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr.
WELLSTONE, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. HARKIN,
and Mr. SCHUMER) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
them the Concurrent Resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

On page 4, line 4, increase the amount by
$124,000,000.

On page 4, line 5, increase the amount by
$612,000,000.

On page 4, line 6, increase the amount by
$635,000,000.

On page 4, line 7, increase the amount by
$646,000,000.

On page 4, line 8, increase the amount by
$657,000,000.

On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$124,000,000.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$612,000,000.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$635,000,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$646,000,000.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$657,000,000.

On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$623,000,000.

On page 4, line 23, increase the amount by
$633,000,000.

On page 4, line 24, increase the amount by
$644,000,000.

On page 4, line 25, increase the amount by
$655,000,000.

On page 5, line 1, increase the amount by
$666,000,000.

On page 5, line 7, increase the amount by
$124,000,000.

On page 5, line 8, increase the amount by
$612,000,000.

On page 5, line 9, increase the amount by
$635,000,000.
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On page 5, line 10, increase the amount by

$646,000,000.
On page 5, line 11, increase the amount by

$657,000,000.
On page 18, line 7, increase the amount by

$623,000,000.
On page 18, line 8, increase the amount by

$124,000,000.
On page 18, line 11, increase the amount by

$633,000,000.
On page 18, line 12, increase the amount by

$612,000,000.
On page 18, line 15, increase the amount by

$644,000,000.
On page 18, line 16, increase the amount by

$635,000,000.
On page 18, line 19, increase the amount by

$655,000,000.
On page 18, line 20, increase the amount by

$646,000,000.
On page 18, line 23, increase the amount by

$666,000,000.
On page 18, line 24, increase the amount by

$657,000,000.
On page 29, line 3, decrease the amount by

$124,000,000.
On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount by

$2,674,000,000.

ASHCROFT AMENDMENT NO. 2940

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. ASHCROFT submitted an amend-

ment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE ON GUARAN-

TEEING ADEQUATE FUNDING FOR
PROGRAMS TO FIGHT METH-
AMPHETAMINE.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—
(1) drug use in America, especially among

our youth, is unacceptably high;
(2) keeping drugs out of the hands of our

children and off our streets can dramatically
reduce violent crime in America;

(3) one of the most dangerous drug
epidemics facing America today, is the mete-
oric rise in the use of methamphetamine;

(4) methamphetamine, or ‘‘meth’’ as it is
commonly called, is highly addictive, highly
destructive, cheap, and easy to manufacture.

(5) federal, state, and local law enforce-
ment officials often do not have the nec-
essary resources to combat this growing
meth epidemic;

(6) despite the appropriation of over $35
million dollars in the past two appropria-
tions cycles for the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration to train local law enforcement
in the meth problem continues to grow;

(7) given that meth use continues to grow
at an alarming rate, more funding is nec-
essary to assist law enforcement officials in
the fight against this explosive problem and
in the clean-up of meth labs.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the assumptions under-
lying the functional totals in this resolution
and legislation enacted pursuant to this res-
olution assume that adequate funds will be
provided in fiscal year 2001 to—

(1) establish programs for state and local
law enforcement personnel regarding the
clean-up and handling of methamphetamine
lab waste, including basic clandestine lab-
oratory certification training and clandes-
tine laboratory recertification and aware-
ness training;

(2) combat the trafficking of methamphet-
amine and amphetamine in areas designated
by the Director of National Drug Control
Policy as high intensity drug trafficking
areas;

(3) combat the illegal manufacturing and
trafficking in methamphetamine and am-

phetamine, including assisting State and
local law enforcement in small and mid-sized
communities in all phase of investigations
related to such manufacturing and traf-
ficking; and

(4) expand activities in connection with the
treatment of methamphetamine or amphet-
amine abuse or addiction; and for planning,
establishing, or administering community-
based and school-based prevention programs
relating to methamphetamine and other il-
licit drugs.

KOHL (AND OTHERS) AMENDMENT
NO. 2941

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. KOHL (for himself, Mr. LEAHY,

Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. ROBB,
Mr. BRYAN, Mr. FEINGOLD, and Mr.
KERREY) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

On page 36, strike beginning with line 1
and all that follows through page 37, line 5.

KOHL (AND OTHERS) AMENDMENT
NO. 2942

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. KOHL (for himself, Mr. REID, and

Mr. GRASSLEY) submitted the following
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING THE

ESTABLISHMENT OF A NATIONAL
BACKGROUND CHECK SYSTEM FOR
LONG-TERM CARE WORKERS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) The impending retirement of the baby
boom generation will greatly increase the
demand and need for quality long-term care
and it is incumbent on Congress and the
President to ensure that medicare and med-
icaid patients are protected from abuse, ne-
glect, and mistreatment.

(2) Although the majority of long-term
care facilities do an excellent job in caring
for elderly and disabled patients, incidents of
abuse and neglect and mistreatment do
occur at an unacceptable rate and are not
limited to nursing homes alone.

(3) Current Federal and State safeguards
are inadequate because there is little or no
information sharing between States about
known abusers and no common State proce-
dures for tracking abusers from State to
State and facility to facility.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the assumptions under-
lying the functional totals in this concurrent
resolution on the budget assume that a na-
tional registry of abusive long-term care
workers should be established by building
upon existing infrastructures at the Federal
and State levels that would enable long-term
care providers who participate in the medi-
care and medicaid programs to conduct
background checks on prospective employ-
ees.

BYRD (AND OTHERS) AMENDMENT
NO. 2943

Mr. BYRD (for himself, Mr. WARNER,
Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. LAU-
TENBERG, Mr. BOND, Mr. DOMENICI, Mrs.
LINCOLN, Mr. ROBB, and Mr. BINGAMAN)
proposed an amendment to the concur-
rent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra;
as follows:

‘‘SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE ON THE CONTIN-
UED USE OF FEDERAL FUEL TAXES
FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND RE-
HABILITATION OF OUR NATION’S
HIGHWAYS, BRIDGES, AND TRANSIT
SYSTEMS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—
(1) current law, as stipulated in the Trans-

portation Equity Act for the 21st Century
(TEA–21), requires all federal gasoline taxes
be deposited into the Highway Trust Fund;

(2) current law, as stipulated in TEA–21,
guarantees that all such deposits to the
Highway Trust Fund are spent in full on the
construction and rehabilitation of our na-
tion’s highways, bridges, and transit sys-
tems;

(3) the funding guarantees contained in
TEA–21 are essential to the ability of the na-
tion’s governors, highway commissioners,
and transit providers to address the growing
backlog of critical transportation invest-
ments in order to stem the deterioration of
our road and transit systems, improve the
safety of our highways, and reduce the
growth of congestion that is choking off eco-
nomic growth in communities across the na-
tion;

(4) any effort to reduce the federal gasoline
tax or de-link the relationship between high-
way user fees and highway spending pose a
great danger to the integrity of the Highway
Trust Fund and the ability of the states to
invest adequately in our transportation in-
frastructure; and

(5) proposals to reduce the federal gasoline
tax threaten to endanger the spending levels
guaranteed in TEA–21 while providing no
guarantee that consumers will experience
any reduction in price at the gas pump.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the functional totals in
this budget resolution do not assume the re-
duction of any federal gasoline taxes on ei-
ther a temporary or permanent basis.’’

L. CHAFEE (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2944

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. L. CHAFEE (for himself, Ms. MI-

KULSKI, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr.
HARKIN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. ROBB, Mr.
ASHCROFT, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. SPECTER,
Mr. BIDEN, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. DODD,
Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. BREAUX, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BINGAMAN,
Mr. REED, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. EDWARDS,
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. MOYNIHAN, Mr.
WELLSTONE, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. LEVIN, Mr.
CLELAND, and Mr. INOUYE) submitted
the following amendment intended to
be proposed by them to the concurrent
resolution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as
follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. ll. SENSE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING

BREAST AND CERVICAL CANCER.
(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-

lowing findings:
(1) The National Breast and Cervical Can-

cer Early Detection Program under title XV
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C.
300k et seq.) (referred to in this section as
the ‘‘NBCCEDP’’) provides funding only for
screening and not treatment of these breast
and cervical cancers.

(2) From its inception in 1990 through
March 1999, the NBCCEDP has provided over
1,000,000 mammograms to women 40 years of
age and older. Of these, over 77,000 were
found to be abnormal and 5,830 cases of
breast cancer were diagnosed.

(3) Of all women screened by the
NBCCEDP, over 6,200 cases of breast cancer
have been diagnosed.
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(4) The NBCCEDP has diagnosed over 34,000

precancerous cervical lesions and over 550
cases of cervical cancer.

(5) Screening must be coupled with treat-
ment to reduce cancer mortality.

(6) The current system for treatment for
low-income, uninsured women diagnosed
with breast or cervical cancer in the
NBCCEDP is an ad hoc patchwork of pro-
viders, volunteers, and local programs
scrambling to find treatment dollars.

(7) Time and effort required to arrange for
treatment for women diagnosed through the
NBCCEDP have begun to divert resources
away from screening services, allowing the
program to screen only 12 to 15 percent of el-
igible women.

(8) There is a precedent for covering par-
ticipants in the NBCCEDP under the med-
icaid program under title XIX of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.).

(9) The Breast and Cervical Cancer Treat-
ment Act of 1999 (Senate bill 662 106th Con-
gress) has 57 bipartisan cosponsors, and
would establish an optional State medicaid
benefit for coverage of women screened and
diagnosed with breast or cervical cancer
under the NBCCEDP.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion, and legislation enacted pursuant to
this resolution, assume that there should be
passage of legislation to provide medical as-
sistance for certain women screened and
found to have breast or cervical cancer under
the National Breast and Cervical Cancer
Early Detection Program under title XV of
the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300k
et seq.).

ASHCROFT (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2945

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. ASHCROFT (for himself, Mr.

BROWNBACK, Mr. VOINOVICH, and Mr.
GRAMS) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

On page 30, line 21, insert the following:
‘‘(3) TREATMENT OF MEDICARE, PART A SUR-

PLUS.—For purposes of this section, the net
surplus in any trust fund for part A of Medi-
care shall not be counted as a net surplus for
purposes of the congressional budget.’’

ASHCROFT (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2946

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. ASHCROFT (for himself, Mr.

INHOFE, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. GREGG,
Mr. ALLARD, and Mr. SANTORUM) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by them to the concurrent
resolution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as
follows:

At the appropriate place, insert:
SEC. ll. SENSE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING

INVESTMENT OF SOCIAL SECURITY
TRUST FUNDS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—
(1) Government investment of the social

security trust funds in the stock market is a
gamble Congress should be unwilling to
make on behalf of the millions who receive
and depend on social security to meet their
retirement needs;

(2) in 1999, the Senate voted 99–0 to oppose
Government investment of the social secu-
rity trust funds in private financial markets;

(3) in addition to the unanimous opposition
of the United States Senate, Federal Reserve
Chairman Alan Greenspan and Securities

and Exchange Commissioner Arthur Levitt
also oppose the idea; and

(4) despite this opposition, and despite the
dangers inherent in having the Government
invest social security trust funds in private
financial markets, President Clinton has
once again suggested, on page 37 of the Ad-
ministration’s proposed fiscal year 2001 Fed-
eral budget, that the Government invest part
of the social security trust funds in cor-
porate equities.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the assumptions under-
lying the functional totals in this resolution
assume that the Federal Government should
not directly invest contributions made to
the Federal Old-Age and Survivors Insurance
Trust Fund and the Federal Disability Insur-
ance Trust Fund established under section
201 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 401),
or any interest derived from those contribu-
tions, in private financial markets.

SANTORUM (AND GRAMS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2947

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. SANTORUM (for himself and Mr.

GRAMS) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res. 101,
supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, add the following:
SEC. ll. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING IN-

CREASING ACCESS TO HEALTH IN-
SURANCE.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—
(1) 44,400,000 Americans are currently with-

out health insurance—an increase of more
than 5,000,000 since 1993—and this number is
expected to increase to nearly 60,000,000 peo-
ple in the next 10 years;

(2) the cost of health insurance continues
to rise, a key factor in the increasing num-
ber of uninsured;

(3) more than half of these uninsured
Americans are the working poor or near
poor;

(4) the uninsured are much more likely not
to receive needed medical care and much
more likely to need hospitalization for
avoidable conditions and to rely on emer-
gency room care, trends which significantly
contribute to the rising costs of uncompen-
sated care by health care providers and the
costs of health care delivery in general; and

(5) there is a consensus that working
Americans and their families will suffer from
reduced access to health insurance.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that increasing access to afford-
able health care coverage for all Americans,
in a manner which maximizes individual
choice and control of health care dollars,
should be a legislative priority of Congress.

REID AMENDMENTS NOS. 2948–2950
(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. REID submitted three amend-

ments intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

AMENDMENT NO. 2948
At the appropriate place, insert the fol-

lowing:
SEC. ll. SENSE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING

AN INCREASE IN FUNDING FOR
WOMEN’S HEALTH RESEARCH.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—
(1) less than 15 percent of the funding at

the National Institutes of Health is for wom-
en’s health research, yet women make up ap-
proximately 55 percent of the population;

(2) National Institutes of Health funding
for women’s health has not increased to

meet the growth in the number of women,
especially older women;

(3) between fiscal years 1997 and 2000, the
percentage of National Institutes of Health
funding dedicated to women’s health has ac-
tually decreased; and

(4) according to the Census Bureau, by 2010
the growth rate of the older population will
be 31⁄2 times that of the total population,
with older women one of the fastest growing
cohorts, creating an urgent need for research
into the diagnosis, treatment, and preven-
tion of age-related diseases.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels of this resolu-
tion assume that a portion of any increase in
funding for the National Institutes of Health
should be used to increase the amount of
funding for women’s health research so that
progress is made in achieving equity in wom-
en’s health research funding at the National
Institutes of Health.

AMENDMENT NO. 2949
At the end of title III, insert the following:

SEC. ll. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING SO-
CIAL SECURITY NOTCH BABIES.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—
(1) the Social Security Amendments of 1977

(Pub. Law 95–216) substantially altered the
way social security benefits are computed;

(2) those amendments resulted in disparate
benefits depending upon the year in which a
worker becomes eligible for benefits; and

(3) those individuals born between the
years 1917 and 1926, and who are commonly
referred to as ‘‘notch babies’’ receive bene-
fits that are lower than those retirees who
were born before or after those years.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that Congress should reevaluate
the social security benefits of workers who
attained age 65 after 1981 and before 1992.

AMENDMENT NO. 2950
At the end of title III, insert the following:

SEC. ll. REVIEW OF EXPORT OF CERTAIN HIGH-
PERFORMANCE COMPUTERS.

It is the sense of the Senate that the levels
in this resolution assume that any new com-
posite theoretical performance level rec-
ommended by the President pursuant to sec-
tion 1211 of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 1998 (50 U.S.C. App.
2404 note) should take effect 30 days after the
President submits a report under such sec-
tion 1211.

KENNEDY AMENDMENT NO. 2951

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. KENNEDY submitted an amend-

ment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. ll. SENSE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING

THE MINIMUM WAGE.
It is the sense of the Senate that the levels

in this resolution assume that Congress
should enact legislation to amend the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 201 et
seq.) to increase the Federal minimum wage
by $1.00 over 1 year with a $0.50 increase ef-
fective May 1, 2000 and another $0.50 increase
effective on May 1, 2001.

KENNEDY (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2952

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr.

FEINGOLD, Mr. DODD, Mr. REED, Mr.
BINGAMAN, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr.
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WELLSTONE, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. HARKIN,
and Mr. SCHUMER) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

On page 4, line 4, increase the amount by
$124,000,000.

On page 4, line 5, increase the amount by
$612,000,000.

On page 4, line 6, increase the amount by
$635,000,000.

On page 4, line 7, increase the amount by
$646,000,000.

On page 4, line 8, increase the amount by
$657,000,000.

On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$124,000,000.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$612,000,000.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$635,000,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$646,000,000.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$657,000,000.

On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$623,000,000.

On page 4, line 23, increase the amount by
$633,000,000.

On page 4, line 24, increase the amount by
$644,000,000.

On page 4, line 25, increase the amount by
$655,000,000.

On page 5, line 1, increase the amount by
$666,000,000.

On page 5, line 7, increase the amount by
$124,000,000.

On page 5, line 8, increase the amount by
$612,000,000.

On page 5, line 9, increase the amount by
$635,000,000.

On page 5, line 10, increase the amount by
$646,000,000.

On page 5, line 11, increase the amount by
$657,000,000.

On page 18, line 7, increase the amount by
$623,000,000.

On page 18, line 8, increase the amount by
$124,000,000.

On page 18, line 11, increase the amount by
$633,000,000.

On page 18, line 12, increase the amount by
$612,000,000.

On page 18, line 15, increase the amount by
$644,000,000.

On page 18, line 16, increase the amount by
$635,000,000.

On page 18, line 19, increase the amount by
$655,000,000.

On page 18, line 20, increase the amount by
$646,000,000.

On page 18, line 23, increase the amount by
$666,000,000.

On page 18, line 24, increase the amount by
$657,000,000.

On page 29, line 3, decrease the amount by
$124,000,000.

On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount by
$2,674,000,000.

DURBIN AMENDMENT NO. 2953

Mr. DURBIN proposed an amendment
to the concurrent resolution, S. Con.
Res. 101, supra; as follows:
FEDERAL REVENUE TOTALS

On page 4, line 3, decrease the amount by
$0.

On page 4, line 4, decrease the amount by
$4,843,000.

On page 4, line 5, decrease the amount by
$35,146,000,000.

On page 4, line 6, decrease the amount by
$65,248,000,000.

On page 4, line 7, decrease the amount by
$99,450,000,000.

On page 4, line 8, decrease the amount by
$128,552,000,000.
FEDERAL REVENUE CHANGES

On page 4, line 12, increase the amount by
$0.

On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$4,843,000,000.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$35,146,000,000.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$65,248,000,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$99,450,000,000.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$128,552,000,000.
NEW BUDGET AUTHORITY

On page 4, line 21, increase the amount by
$0.

On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$136,000,000.

On page 4, line 23, increase the amount by
$1,280,000,000.

On page 4, line 24, increase the amount by
$4,186,000,000.

On page 4, line 25, increase the amount by
$8,785,000,000.

On page 5, line 1, increase the amount by
$15,334,000,000.
BUDGET OUTLAYS

On page 5, line 6, increase the amount by
$0.

On page 5, line 7, increase the amount by
$136,000,000.

On page 5, line 8, increase the amount by
$1,280,000,000.

On page 5, line 9, increase the amount by
$4,186,000,000.

On page 5, line 10, increase the amount by
$8,785,000,000.

On page 5, line 11, increase the amount by
$15,334,000,000.
NET INTEREST BUDGET AUTHORITY

On page 26, line 3, increase the amount by
$0.

On page 26, line 7, increase the amount by
$136,000,000.

On page 26, line 11, increase the amount by
$1,280,000,000.

On page 26, line 15, increase the amount by
$4,186,000,000.

On page 26, line 19, increase the amount by
$8,785.

On page 26, line 23, increase the amount by
$15,334,000,000.
NET INTEREST OUTLAYS

On page 26, line 4, increase the amount by
$0.

On page 26, line 8, increase the amount by
$136,000,000.

On page 26, line 12, increase the amount by
$1,280,000,000.

On page 26, line 16, increase the amount by
$4,186,000,000.

On page 26, line 20, increase the amount by
$8,785,000,000.

On page 26, line 24, increase the amount by
$15,334,000,000.
PUBLIC DEBT

On page 5, line 22, increase the amount by
$0.

On page 5, line 23, increase the amount by
$4,979,000,000.

On page 5, line 24, increase the amount by
$36,426,000,000.

On page 5, line 25, increase the amount by
$69,434,000,000.

On page 6, line 1, increase the amount by
$108,235,000,000.

On page 6, line 2, increase the amount by
$143,886,000,000.
DEBT HELD BY THE PUBLIC

On page 6, line 5, increase the amount by
$0.

On page 6, line 6, increase the amount by
$4,979,000,000.

On page 6, line 7, increase the amount by
$36,426,000,000.

On page 6, line 8, increase the amount by
$69,434,000,000.

On page 6, line 9, increase the amount by
$108,235,000,000.

On page 6, line 10, increase the amount
by $143,886,000,000.
TAX CUT

On page 29, line 3, increase the amount
by $4,843,000,000.

On page 29, line 4, increase the amount
by $333,239,000,000.
DEFICIT INCREASE

On page 5, line 14, increase the amount by
$0.

On page 5, line 15, increase the amount by
$4,979,000,000.

On page 5, line 16, increase the amount by
$36,426,000,000.

On page 5, line 17, increase the amount by
$89,434,000,000.

On page 5, line 18, increase the amount by
$108,235,000,000.

On page 5, line 19, increase the amount by
$143,886,000,000.

DURBIN (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2954

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. SCHU-

MER, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. LAUTENBERG,
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, and Mr. REED) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

On page 4, line 4, increase the amount by
$121,341,000.

On page 4, line 5, increase the amount by
$84,399,000.

On page 4, line 6, increase the amount by
$68,925,000.

On page 4, line 7, increase the amount by
$9,225,000.

On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$121,341,000.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$84,399,000.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$68,925,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$9,225,000.

On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$283,890,000.

On page 5, line 7, increase the amount by
$121,341,000.

On page 5, line 8, increase the amount by
$84,399,000.

On page 5, line 9, increase the amount by
$68,925,000.

On page 5, line 10, increase the amount by
$9,225,000.

On page 24, line 7, increase the amount by
$283,890,000.

On page 24, line 8, increase the amount by
$121,341,000.

On page 24, line 12, increase the amount by
$84,399,000.

On page 24, line 16, increase the amount by
$68,925,000.

On page 24, line 20, increase the amount by
$9,225,000.

On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount by
$121,341,000.

On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount of
$283,890,000.

ROTH (AND OTHERS) AMENDMENT
NO. 2955

Mr. ROTH (for himself, Mrs. BOXER,
Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mr. DODD, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr.
LIEBERMAN, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. L.
CHAFEE, Mr. ROBB, Mr. TORRICELLI, Mr.
LAUTENBERG, and Mr. REID) proposed



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2257April 5, 2000
an amendment to the concurrent reso-
lution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as fol-
lows:

On page 27, line 20, increase the amount by
$1,200,000,000.

On page 27, line 21, increase the amount by
$1,200,000,000.

On page 28, line 20, decrease the amount by
$1,200,000,000.

On page 28, line 21, decrease the amount by
$1,200,000,000.

MIKULSKI (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2956

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Ms. MIKULSKI (for herself, Mrs.

BOXER, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. SARBANES,
Mr. KERRY, and Mr. KENNEDY) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by them to the concurrent
resolution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as
follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. ll. SENSE OF THE SENATE CONCERNING

DIGITAL OPPORTUNITY.
(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-

lowing findings:
(1) A digital divide exist in America. Low-

income, urban and rural families are less
likely to have access to the Internet and
computers. African American and Hispanic
families are only 2⁄5 as likely to have Inter-
net access as white families. Access by Na-
tive Americans to the Internet and to com-
puters is statistically negligible.

(2) Regardless of income level, Americans
living in rural areas lag behind in Internet
access. Individuals with lower incomes who
live in rural areas are half as likely to have
Internet access as individuals who live in
urban areas.

(3) The digital divide for the poorest Amer-
icans has grown by 29 percent since 1997.

(4) Access to computers and the Internet
and the ability to use this technology effec-
tively is becoming increasingly important
for full participation in America’s economic,
political and social life.

(5) Unequal access to technology and high-
tech skills by income, educational level, race
and geography could deepen and reinforce
the divisions that exist within American so-
ciety.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the functional totals un-
derlying this resolution on the budget as-
sume that—

(1) to ensure that all children are computer
literate by the time they finish the eighth
grade, regardless of race, ethnicity, gender,
income, geography or disability, to broaden
access to information technologies, to pro-
vide workers, teachers and students with in-
formation technology training, and to pro-
mote innovative online content and software
applications that will improve commerce,
education and quality of life, initiatives that
increase digital opportunity should be pro-
vided for as follows:

(A) $200,000,000 in tax incentives should be
provided to encourage private sector dona-
tion of high quality computers, sponsorship
of community technology centers, training,
technical services and computer repair;

(B) $450,000,000 should be provided for
teacher training;

(C) $150,000,000 for new teacher training;
(D) $400,000,000 should be provided for

school technology and school libraries;
(E) $20,000,000 should be provided to place

computers and trained personnel in Boys &
Girls Clubs;

(F) $25,000,000 should be provided to create
an E-Corps within Americorps;

(G) $100,000,000 should be provided to create
1,000 Community Technology Centers in low-
income urban and rural communities;

(H) $50,000,000 should be provided for public/
private partnerships to expand home access
to computers and the Internet for low-in-
come families;

(I) $45,000,000 should be provided to pro-
mote innovative applications of information
and communications technology for under-
served communities;

(J) $10,000,000 should be provided to prepare
Native Americans for careers in Information
Technology and other technical fields; and

(2) all Americans should have access to
broadband telecommunications capability as
soon as possible and as such, initiatives that
increase broadband deployment should be
funded, including $25,000,000 to accelerate
private sector deployment of broadband and
networks in underserved urban and rural
communities.

LAUTENBERG AMENDMENT NO.
2957

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. LAUTENBERG submitted an

amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

Strike all after the resolving clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON THE

BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2001.
Congress determines and declares that this

resolution is the concurrent resolution on
the budget for fiscal year 2001 including the
appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal years
2002 through 2010 as authorized by section 301
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974.
SEC. 2. RECOMMENDED LEVELS AND AMOUNTS.

The following budgetary levels are appro-
priate for the fiscal years 2001 through 2010:

(1) FEDERAL REVENUES.—For purposes of
the enforcement of this resolution—

(A) The recommended levels of Federal
revenues are as follows:

Fiscal year 2001: $1,509,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002: $1,563,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003: $1,617,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004: $1,677,600,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005: $1,745,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006: $1,814,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007: $1,885,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008: $1,970,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009: $2,058,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010: $2,156,500,000,000.
(B) The amounts by which the aggregate

levels of Federal revenues should be changed
are as follows:

Fiscal year 2001: ¥$4,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002: ¥$7,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003: ¥$12,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004: ¥$15,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005: ¥$19,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006: ¥$28,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007: ¥$37,600,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008: ¥$39,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009: ¥$48,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010: ¥$51,800,000,000.
(2) NEW BUDGET AUTHORITY.—For purposes

of the enforcement of this resolution, the ap-
propriate levels of total new budget author-
ity are as follows:

Fiscal year 2001: $1,544,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002: $1,583,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003: $1,634,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004: $1,691,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005: $1,758,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006: $1,802,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007: $1,864,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008: $1,939,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009: $2,014,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010: $2,095,700,000,000.
(3) BUDGET OUTLAYS.—For purposes of the

enforcement of this resolution, the appro-

priate levels of total budget outlays are as
follows:

Fiscal year 2001: $1,498,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002: $1,558,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003: $1,610,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004: $1,669,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005: $1,738,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006: $1,777,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007: $1,836,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008: $1,915,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009: $1,990,600,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010: $2,073,000,000,000.
(4) SURPLUSES.—For purposes of the en-

forcement of this resolution, the amounts of
the surpluses are as follows:

Fiscal year 2001: $11,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002: $5,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003: $7,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004: $8,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005: $7,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006: $36,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007: $48,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008: $54,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009: $67,600,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010: $83,500,000,000.
(5) PUBLIC DEBT.—The appropriate levels of

the public debt are as follows:
Fiscal year 2001: $5,724,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002: $5,810,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003: $5,899,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004: $5,982,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005: $6,064,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006: $6,124,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007: $6,171,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008: $6,209,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009: $6,233,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010: $6,241,900,000,000.
(6) DEBT HELD BY THE PUBLIC.—The appro-

priate levels of the debt held by the public
are as follows:

Fiscal year 2001: $3,305,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002: $3,123,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003: $2,933,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004: $2,727,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005: $2,505,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006: $2,238,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007: $1,944,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008: $1,629,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009: $1,287,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010: $917,500,000,000.

SEC. 3. SOCIAL SECURITY.
(a) SOCIAL SECURITY REVENUES.—For pur-

poses of Senate enforcement under section
311 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974,
the amounts of revenues of the Federal Old-
Age and Survivors Insurance Trust Fund and
the Federal Disability Insurance Trust Fund
are as follows:

Fiscal year 2001: $501,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002: $524,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003: $547,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004: $569,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005: $597,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006: $622,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007: $649,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008: $676,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009: $706,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010: $737,800,000,000.
(b) SOCIAL SECURITY OUTLAYS.—For pur-

poses of Senate enforcement under section
311 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974,
the amounts of outlays of the Federal Old-
Age and Survivors Insurance Trust Fund and
the Federal Disability Insurance Trust Fund
are as follows:

Fiscal year 2001: $413,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002: $431,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003: $451,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004: $473,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005: $496,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006: $520,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007: $546,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008: $575,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009: $607,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010: $642,400,000,000.
(c) SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATIVE EX-

PENSES.—For purposes of Senate enforce-
ment under section 311 of the Congressional
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Budget Act of 1974, the amounts of new budg-
et authority and budget outlays of the Fed-
eral Old-Age and Survivors Insurance Trust
Fund and the Federal Disability Insurance
Trust Fund for administrative expenses are
as follows:

Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, $3,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $3,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $3,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $3,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $3,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $3,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $3,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $3,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $3,700,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $3,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $3,800,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $3,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, $3,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $3,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $4,100,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $4,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $4,200,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $4,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $4,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $4,200,000,000.

SEC. 4. MAJOR FUNCTIONAL CATEGORIES.
Congress determines and declares that the

appropriate levels of new budget authority,
budget outlays, new direct loan obligations,
and new primary loan guarantee commit-
ments for fiscal years 2001 through 2010 for
each major functional category are:

(1) National Defense (050):
Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, $305,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $293,600,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $309,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $302,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $315,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $309,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $323,100,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $317,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $331,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $327,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $340,100,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $332,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, $349,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $338,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $358,200,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $351,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $367,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $361,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $377,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $371,000,000,000.
(2) International Affairs (150):
Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, $21,800,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $18,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $22,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $18,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $22,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $18,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $23,100,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $18,900,000,000.

Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $23,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $19,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $23,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $19,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, $24,200,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $20,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $24,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $20,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $24,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $21,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $25,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $21,600,000,000.
(3) General Science, Space, and Technology

(250):
Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, $19,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $19,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $20,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $19,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $20,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $20,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $20,700,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $20,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $21,100,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $20,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $21,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $21,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, $21,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $21,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $22,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $21,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $22,800,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $22,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $23,200,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $22,800,000,000.
(4) Energy (270):
Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, $1,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $1,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, ¥$100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $1,200,000,000.
(B) Outlays, ¥$100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $1,200,000,000.
(B) Outlays, ¥$200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $1,200,000,000.
(B) Outlays, ¥$100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $1,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $0.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, $1,100,000,000.
(B) Outlays, ¥$200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $1,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $1,700,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $1,700,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $400,000,000.
(5) Natural Resources and Environment

(300):
Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, $25,700,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $25,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $25,800,000,000.

(B) Outlays, $26,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $26,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $26,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $26,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $26,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $27,100,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $26,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $27,800,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $27,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, $28,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $27,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $29,200,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $28,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $30,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $29,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $31,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $30,300,000,000.
(6) Agriculture (350):
Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, $23,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $22,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $18,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $17,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $17,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $16,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $17,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $15,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $16,100,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $14,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $14,200,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $12,600,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, $12,800,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $11,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $12,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $11,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $12,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $11,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $13,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $11,600,000,000.
(7) Commerce and Housing Credit (370):
Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, $6,800,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $2,600,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $9,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $5,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $9,700,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $5,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $13,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $8,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $13,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $9,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $13,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $9,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, $12,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $8,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $12,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $8,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $12,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $8,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $17,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $12,000,000,000.
(8) Transportation (400):
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Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, $59,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $51,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $57,800,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $52,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $59,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $54,600,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $56,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $54,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $56,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $55,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $57,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $56,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, $57,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $57,600,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $58,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $58,600,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $58,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $60,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $59,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $61,400,000,000.
(9) Community and Regional Development

(450):
Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, $11,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $11,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $11,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $11,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $11,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $10,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $11,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $10,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $11,800,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $11,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $11,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $11,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, $12,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $11,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $12,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $11,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $12,100,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $11,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $12,200,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $11,400,000,000.
(10) Education, Training, Employment, and

Social Services (500):
Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, $77,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $69,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $77,800,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $75,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $78,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $77,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $79,800,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $78,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $81,700,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $80,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $84,100,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $82,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, $86,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $84,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $89,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $87,000,000,000.

Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $91,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $89,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $94,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $92,100,000,000.
(11) Health (550):
Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, $170,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $165,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $178,700,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $177,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $190,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $190,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $204,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $204,600,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $221,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $220,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $238,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $236,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, $257,100,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $254,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $276,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $274,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $298,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $296,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $321,800,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $320,300,000,000.
(12) Medicare (570):
Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, $217,100,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $217,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $224,100,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $224,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $249,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $248,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $267,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $267,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $294,800,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $294,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $304,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $304,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, $333,100,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $333,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $358,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $357,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $386,200,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $385,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $415,700,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $415,900,000,000.
(13) Income Security (600):
Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, $255,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $255,600,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $265,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $266,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $275,700,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $277,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $286,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $287,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $299,800,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $300,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $307,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $308,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:

(A) New budget authority, $314,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $315,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $328,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $329,600,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $339,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $339,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $350,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $350,800,000,000.
(14) Social Security (650):
Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, $9,700,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $9,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $11,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $11,600,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $12,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $12,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $13,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $13,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $13,800,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $13,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $14,700,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $14,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, $15,700,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $15,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $16,800,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $16,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $18,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $18,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $19,200,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $19,200,000,000.
(15) Veterans Benefits and Services (700):
Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, $41,700,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $47,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $48,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $48,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $50,100,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $50,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $51,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $51,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $54,800,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $54,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $54,100,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $53,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, $53,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $52,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $56,700,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $56,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $58,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $57,600,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $59,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $59,000,000,000.
(16) Administration of Justice (750):
Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, $29,100,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $28,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $29,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $29,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $30,200,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $30,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $31,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $30,600,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $31,700,000,000.
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(B) Outlays, $31,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $32,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $32,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, $33,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $33,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $34,200,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $33,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $35,100,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $34,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $35,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $35,500,000,000.
(17) General Government (800):
Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, $13,800,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $14,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $13,800,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $14,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $13,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $13,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $13,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $14,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $14,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $13,800,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $14,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $14,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, $15,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $14,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $15,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $15,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $16,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $15,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $16,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $16,000,000,000.
(18) Net Interest (900):
Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, $289,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $289,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $290,700,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $290,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $287,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $287,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $282,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $282,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $278,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $278,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $274,700,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $274,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, $270,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $270,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $266,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $266,600,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $262,100,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $262,100,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $257,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $257,500,000,000.
(19) Allowances (920):
Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, ¥$500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, ¥$4,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, $10,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $10,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, $4,200,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $4,200,000,000.

Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, $4,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $4,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, $4,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $4,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, $6,200,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $6,200,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, $7,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $7,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, $8,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $8,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, $9,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $9,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, $9,000,000,000.
(B) Outlays, $9,000,000,000.
(20) Undistributed Offsetting Receipts (950):
Fiscal year 2001:
(A) New budget authority, ¥$39,000,000.
(B) Outlays, ¥$39,000,000,000.
Fiscal year 2002:
(A) New budget authority, ¥$41,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, ¥$41,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2003:
(A) New budget authority, ¥$40,900,000,000.
(B) Outlays, ¥$40,900,000,000.
Fiscal year 2004:
(A) New budget authority, ¥$38,300,000,000.
(B) Outlays, ¥$38,300,000,000.
Fiscal year 2005:
(A) New budget authority, ¥$39,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, ¥$39,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2006:
(A) New budget authority, ¥$40,400,000,000.
(B) Outlays, ¥$40,400,000,000.
Fiscal year 2007:
(A) New budget authority, ¥$41,700,000,000.
(B) Outlays, ¥$41,700,000,000.
Fiscal year 2008:
(A) New budget authority, ¥$42,600,000,000.
(B) Outlays, ¥$42,600,000,000.
Fiscal year 2009:
(A) New budget authority, ¥$43,500,000,000.
(B) Outlays, ¥$43,500,000,000.
Fiscal year 2010:
(A) New budget authority, ¥$44,800,000,000.
(B) Outlays, ¥$44,800,000,000.

SEC. 5. RECONCILIATION IN THE SENATE.
Not later than May 26, 2000, the Committee

on Finance shall report to the Senate a rec-
onciliation bill proposing changes in laws
within its jurisdiction—

(1) to reduce revenues by not more than
$4,900,000,000 in fiscal year 2001, $58,900,000,000
for the period of fiscal years 2001 through
2005, and $265,000,000,000 for the period of fis-
cal years 2001 through 2010; and

(2) that provide direct spending to increase
outlays by not more than $1,300,000,000 in fis-
cal year 2001, $40,000,000,000 for the period of
fiscal years 2001 through 2005, and
$154,800,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2001 through 2010.
SEC. 6. RESERVE FUND FOR PRESCRIPTION

DRUG COVERAGE.
(a) ADJUSTMENT.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Whenever the Committee

on Finance of the Senate reports a bill pur-
suant to section 5(b), or an amendment
thereto is offered, or a conference report
thereon is submitted, that includes legisla-
tion amending title XVII of the Social Secu-
rity Act that provides a prescription drug
benefit for Medicare beneficiaries that com-
plies with paragraph (2), the chairman of the
Committee on the Budget shall increase the
allocation of budget authority and outlays
to that committee by the amount of budget
authority (and the outlays resulting there-
from) provided by that legislation for such
purpose in accordance with subsection (b).

(2) CONDITION.—Legislation complies with
this paragraph if it provides a prescription

drug benefit under title XVII of the Social
Security Act that is—

(A) voluntary;
(B) accessible to all beneficiaries;
(C) designed to assist seniors with the high

cost of prescription drugs, protect them from
excessive out-of-pocket costs, and give them
bargaining power in the marketplace;

(D) affordable to all beneficiaries and the
programs;

(E) administered using private sector enti-
ties and competitive purchasing techniques;
and

(F) consistent with broader Medicare re-
form.

(b) LIMITATIONS.—The adjustments to the
allocations required by subsection (a) shall
not exceed $1,300,000,000 in budget authority
(and outlays therefrom) for fiscal year 2001;
$40,000,000,000 in budget authority (and the
outlays resulting therefrom) for the period of
fiscal years 2001 through 2005, and
$154,800,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2001 through 2010.
SEC. 7. LOCKBOX FOR DEBT REDUCTION, MEDI-

CARE, AND SOCIAL SECURITY.
(a) DEFINITION.—The term ‘‘Debt Reduction

and Medicare Surplus Reserve’’ means—
(1) for fiscal year 2001, $13,000,000,000;
(2) for fiscal year 2002, $7,600,000,000;
(3) for fiscal year 2003, $16,100,000,000;
(4) for fiscal year 2004, $20,200,000,000;
(5) for fiscal year 2005, $22,600,000,000;
(6) for fiscal year 2006, $54,500,000,000;
(7) for fiscal year 2007, $69,200,000,000;
(8) for fiscal year 2008, $77,500,000,000;
(9) for fiscal year 2009, $99,300,000,000; and
(10) for fiscal year 2010, $112,000,000,000.
(b) BUDGET RESOLUTION POINT OF ORDER.—

It shall not be in order in the Senate to con-
sider any concurrent resolution on the budg-
et (or amendment, motion, or conference re-
port on the resolution) that would decrease
the on-budget surplus in any year covered by
this resolution below the level of the Debt
Reduction and Medicare Surplus Reserve for
that year.

(c) SUBSEQUENT LEGISLATION POINT OF
ORDER.—It shall not be in order in the Sen-
ate to consider any bill, joint resolution,
amendment, motion, or conference report
that together with associated interest costs
would decrease the on-budget surplus in any
year covered by this resolution below the
level of the Debt Reduction and Medicare
Surplus Reserve for that year.

(d) SOCIAL SECURITY OFF-BUDGET POINT OF
ORDER.—It shall not be in order in the Sen-
ate to consider a concurrent resolution on
the budget (or any amendment thereto or
conference report thereon) or any bill, joint
resolution, amendment, motion, or con-
ference report that would violate section
13301 of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation
Act of 1990.

(e) REINFORCEMENT OF SOCIAL SECURITY
POINTS OF ORDER.—It shall not be in order in
the Senate to consider a concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget (or any amendment there-
to or conference report thereon) or any bill,
joint resolution, amendment, motion, or con-
ference report that would—

(1) decrease Social Security surpluses in
any year covered by this resolution below
the levels established in this resolution; or

(2) amend section 301(i) or 311(a)(3) of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974 to allow
Social Security surpluses to be decreased
below the levels established in this resolu-
tion.

(f) SUPERMAJORITY WAIVER AND APPEAL.—
The points of order established in this sec-
tion may be waived or suspended in the Sen-
ate only by an affirmative vote of three-
fifths of the members, duly chosen and
sworn. An affirmative vote of three-fifths of
the Members of the Senate, duly chosen and
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sworn, shall be required in the Senate to sus-
tain an appeal of the ruling of the Chair on
a point of order raised under this section.

(g) SENATE PAY-AS-YOU-GO RULE EX-
TENDED THROUGH 2010.—Section 207(g) of H.
Con. Res. 68 (the Concurrent Resolution on
the Budget for fiscal year 2000) is amended
by striking ‘‘2002’’ and inserting ‘‘2010’’.
SEC. 8. RESERVE FUND FOR PRIORITY INVEST-

MENTS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—In the Senate, aggre-

gates, functional totals, allocations, and
other appropriate budgetary levels and lim-
its may be revised in an amount up to
$9,000,000,000 for fiscal year 2001,
$39,500,000,000 for the period of fiscal years
2001 through 2005, and $80,400,000,000 for the
period of fiscal years 2001 through 2010 for
legislation to—

(1) expand access to health care for the un-
insured;

(2) provide nutritional assistance and other
benefits to legal immigrants;

(3) strengthen the farm safety net and suf-
ficiently support farm families when agricul-
tural commodity prices fall, through emer-
gency income assistance, reformed farm poli-
cies, targeted assistance to segments of farm
and rural communities, and other available
options; and

(4) increase funding for social service block
grants.

(b) LIMITATION.—The allocation of budget
authority and outlays may be revised pursu-
ant to subsection (a) only provided that the
enactment of the legislation described in
subsection (a) will not decrease the on-budg-
et surplus below the levels specified in the
Debt Reduction and Medicare Surplus Re-
serve. Such revised allocations, functional
totals, and aggregates shall be considered for
the purposes of the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974 as allocations, functional levels,
and aggregates contained in this resolution.
SEC. 9. POINT OF ORDER TO ENFORCE 10-YEAR

BUDGETING REQUIREMENT.
It shall not be in order in the Senate to

consider any concurrent resolution on the
budget (or any amendment thereto or con-
ference report thereon) for any fiscal year
unless it sets forth all appropriate budgetary
levels pursuant to section 301 of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974 for the fiscal year
beginning on October 1 of such year and for
each of the ensuing 9 fiscal years.
SEC. 10. RESERVE FUND FOR MILITARY RETIREE

HEALTH CARE.
(a) IN GENERAL.—In the Senate, aggre-

gates, allocations, functional totals, and
other budgetary levels and limits may be re-
vised for legislation to fund improvements to
health care programs for military retirees
and their dependents in order to fulfill the
promises made to them, provided that the
enactment of that legislation will not de-
crease the on-budget surplus in this resolu-
tion for—

(1) fiscal year 2001;
(2) the period of fiscal years 2001 through

2005; or
(3) the period of fiscal years 2006 through

2010.
(b) BUDGETARY ENFORCEMENT.—Alloca-

tions, functional totals, aggregates, and
other budgetary levels and limits revised
pursuant to subsection (a) shall be consid-
ered for the purposes of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974 as allocations, functional
totals, aggregates, and budgetary levels con-
tained in this resolution.
SEC. 11. LANDS LEGACY RESERVE FUND.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In the Senate, aggre-
gates, allocations, functional totals, and
other budgetary levels and limits may be re-
vised for legislation to expand environ-
mental protection of critical lands across
America, help States and communities pre-

serve local lands and habitat, and strengthen
protections for our oceans and coasts, pro-
vided that the enactment of that legislation
will not decrease the on-budget surplus in
this resolution for —

(1) fiscal year 2001;
(2) the period of fiscal years 2001 through

2005; or
(3) the period of fiscal years 2006 through

2010.
(b) REVISED LEVELS.—Allocations, func-

tional totals, aggregates, and other budg-
etary levels and limits revised pursuant to
subsection (a) shall be considered for the
purposes of the Congressional Budget Act of
1974 as allocations, functional totals, aggre-
gates, and budgetary levels contained in this
resolution.
SEC. 12. RESERVE FUND FOR COUNTY PAY-

MENTS.
(a) ADJUSTMENT.—In the Senate, if legisla-

tion is reported by the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources that provides pay-
ments from National Forest System lands
managed by the Forest Service or the Bu-
reau of Land Management for use by coun-
ties, the Chairman of the Committee on the
Budget may revise committee allocations,
aggregates, functional totals, and other
budgetary levels and limits in this resolu-
tion, if such legislation will not decrease the
on-budget surplus in this resolution for—

(1) fiscal year 2001;
(2) the period of fiscal years 2001 through

2005; or
(3) the period of fiscal years 2006 through

2010.
(b) BUDGETARY ENFORCEMENT.—The revised

allocations, aggregates, functional totals,
and other budgetary levels and limits made
under this section shall be considered for the
purposes of the Congressional Budget Act of
1974 as the levels contained in this resolu-
tion.
SEC. 13. RESERVE FUND FOR AGRICULTURE FOR

FISCAL YEAR 2000.
(a) ADJUSTMENT.—If the Committee on Ag-

riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the
Senate reports a bill on or before June 29,
2000, or an amendment thereto is offered, or
a conference report thereon is submitted
that strengthens the farm safety net and suf-
ficiently supports farm families when agri-
cultural commodity prices fall, through
emergency income assistance, reformed farm
policies, targeted assistance to segments of
farm and rural communities, and other
available options, the appropriate chairman
of the Budget Committee may increase the
allocation of budget authority and outlays
to that committee by the amount of budget
authority (and the outlays resulting there-
from) provided by that legislation for such
purpose in accordance with subsection (b).

(b) LIMITATIONS.—The adjustments to the
allocations required by subsection (a) shall
not exceed $6,000,000,000 in budget authority
and outlays for fiscal year 2000.
SEC. 14. RESERVE FUND FOR AGRICULTURE FOR

FISCAL YEAR 2001.
(a) ADJUSTMENT.—If the Committee on Ag-

riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the
Senate reports a bill, or an amendment
thereto is offered, or a conference report
thereon is submitted that strengthens the
farm safety net and sufficiently supports
farm families when agricultural commodity
prices fall, through reformed farm policies,
targeted assistance to segments of farm and
rural communities, and other available op-
tions, the appropriate chairman of the Budg-
et Committee may increase the allocation of
budget authority and outlays to that com-
mittee by the amount of budget authority
(and the outlays resulting therefrom) pro-
vided by that legislation for such purpose in
accordance with subsection (b).

(b) LIMITATIONS.—The adjustments to the
allocations required by subsection (a) shall
not exceed $5,000,000,000 in budget authority
and outlays for fiscal year 2001.
SEC. 15. SENSE OF THE SENATE ON COLLEGE AF-

FORDABILITY.
It is the sense of the Senate that Congress

should enact legislation to make college
more affordable for low- and middle-income
families by permitting the tax deductibility
of college tuition and by extending the eligi-
bility period for the tax deductibility of stu-
dent loan interest payments.

FITZGERALD AMENDMENT NO. 2958

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. FITZGERALD submitted an

amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follow:

At the end of title III, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE ON THE ESTAB-

LISHMENT OF A NATIONAL BIPAR-
TISAN COMMISSION ON TRUST
FUNDS IN THE FEDERAL DEBT.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds that—
(1) the Presidential Commission on Budget

Concepts of 1967 recommended that all fed-
eral trust funds, including Social Security,
be included in budget totals to report a uni-
fied budget;

(2) the Federal government maintains
more than 150 trust funds;

(3) surpluses from each trust fund are pri-
marily used to purchase special nonnego-
tiable, nonmarketable Treasury securities;

(4) every one of these nonnegotiable, non-
marketable Treasury securities purchased by
a trust fund increases the Gross Federal
Debt;

(5) according to the Administration, one
component of Gross Federal Debt—debt held
by the public—will fall to zero by 2013, while
the other component of the national debt—
money borrowed from over 150 federal gov-
ernment trust funds and special funds, in-
cluding Social Security and Medicare—will
triple by 2013;

(6) the statutory debt limit, currently
$5,950,000,000,000, applies to most obligations
whose principal and interest are guaranteed
by the United States government, including
both debt held by the public and debt held by
the trust funds and other government ac-
counts;

(7) the current definitions of a trust fund
and a federal fund are ambiguous;

(8) for the past 2 years, the United States
has enjoyed consecutive budget surpluses,
when the Social Security and other trust
funds are included—for the first time since
1956–1957;

(9) in 1999, the United States enjoyed its
first budget surplus, excluding the Social Se-
curity trust funds, since 1960;

(10) nevertheless, federal debt held by gov-
ernment accounts, including trust funds, will
increase by $237,318,000,000 in fiscal year 2000,
according to the Office of Management and
Budget;

(11) the Gross Federal Debt, which includes
debt held by government accounts and debt
held by the public, will increase by
$80,251,000,000 in fiscal year 2000, according to
the Office of Management and Budget;

(12) as of February 29, 2000, the total na-
tional debt was $5,735,333,000,000, and is pro-
jected to reach a record breaking
$6,300,000,000,000 in 2010, according to the
Congressional Budget Office; and

(13) many of the most basic federal budget
concepts were designed for deficit reduction,
and are therefore outdated, outmoded, and in
clear need of review in light of actual and
projected budget surpluses.
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(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense

of the Senate that the levels in this resolu-
tion assume that the Congress will establish
a National Bipartisan Commission on Trust
Funds in the Federal Budget which shall—

(1) catalog all existing trust fund accounts;
(2) review and analyze, with respect to the

federal budget and the public debt, the long-
term financial impact of including each
trust fund in on-budget figures;

(3) identify problems that threaten the fi-
nancial integrity of trust funds;

(4) make recommendations for the criteria
for ‘‘trust fund’’ categorization, and evaluate
each existing trust fund using those criteria;

(5) determine if cash balance accounting is
appropriate for trust funds, and if accrual ac-
counting would provide a clearer financial
picture of the trust funds;

(6) determine the appropriate relationship
between the federal trust funds and the na-
tional debt; and

(7) determine the role of the trust funds in
the federal budget.

FITZGERALD (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2959

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. FITZGERALD (for himself, Mrs.

LINCOLN, Mr. SANTORUM, Mr. BRYAN,
Mr. HELMS, Mr. BAYH, Mr. DEWINE, Mr.
KOHL, and Mr. JEFFORDS) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . SENSE OF THE SENATE RESPECTING THE

PROPER TESTING AND USE OF
CHILD SAFETY SEATS.

(a) PURPOSE.—The Senate declares that it
is essential to ensure that children aged 12
and under are adequately protected against
injuries and fatalities in motor vehicle
crashes.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the provisions of this res-
olution assume that—

(1) the Congress should enact legislation
that requires the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration to update and im-
prove the nation’s child passenger safety
standards, particularly with respect to com-
pliance testing of child restraints;

(2) additional resources within the budget
of the National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration should be identified to enable
the agency to conduct biomechanics research
that could lead to improved testing and
methodologies for assessing the adequacy of
child restraints; and

(3) the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration should strengthen its pro-
gram of educating parents about the impor-
tance of properly using age- and size-appro-
priate child safety seats.

LAUTENBERG AMENDMENT NO.
2960

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. LAUTENBERG submitted an

amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the end of title II, insert the following:
SEC. . TEN-YEAR BUDGETING.

It shall not be in order in the Senate to
consider any concurrent resolution on the
budget (or any amendment thereto or con-
ference report thereon) for any fiscal year
unless it sets forth all appropriate budgetary
levels pursuant to section 301 of the Congres-
sional Budget Act of 1974 for the fiscal year

beginning on October 1 of such year and for
each of the ensuring 9 fiscal years.

FITZGERALD (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2961

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. FITZGERALD (for himself, Mr.

ASHCROFT, Mr. CRAIG, and Mr. GRAMS)
submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by them to the concurrent
resolution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as
follows:

At the end of title III, insert the following:
SEC. . PROTECT THE SOCIAL SECURITY TRUST

FUNDS.
It is the sense of the Senate that the levels

in this resolution assume that the Congress
shall pass legislation which provides for se-
questration to reduce federal spending by the
amount necessary to ensure that, in any fis-
cal year, the Social Security surpluses are
used only for the payment of Social Security
benefits, retirement security, social security
reform, or to reduce the Federal debt held by
the public.

KENNEDY (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2962

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr. LAU-

TENBERG, and Mr. ROCKEFELLER) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be
proposed by them to the concurrent
resolution, S. Con. Res. 101, supra; as
follows:

On page 4, line 4, decrease the amount by
$100,000,000.

On page 4, line 5, increase the amount by
$1,300,000,000.

On page 4, line 6, increase the amount by
$2,300,000,000.

On page 4, line 7, increase the amount by
$3,100,000,000.

On page 4, line 8, increase the amount by
$4,600,000,000.

On page 4, line 13, decrease the amount by
$100,000,000.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$1,300,000,000.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$2,300,000,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$3,100,000,000.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$4,600,000,000.

On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$100,000,000.

On page 4, line 23, increase the amount by
$1,300,000,000.

On page 4, line 24, increase the amount by
$2,300,000,000.

On page 4, line 25, increase the amount by
$3,100,000,000.

On page 5, line 1, increase the amount by
$4,600,000,000.

On page 5, line 7, decrease the amount by
$100,000,000.

On page 5, line 8, increase the amount by
$1,300,000,000.

On page 5, line 9, increase the amount by
$2,300,000,000.

On page 5, line 10, increase the amount by
$3,100,000,000.

On page 5, line 11, increase the amount by
$4,600,000,000.

On page 19, line 7, decrease the amount by
$100,000,000.

On page 19, line 8, decrease the amount by
$100,000,000.

On page 19, line 11, increase the amount by
$1,300,000,000.

On page 19, line 12, increase the amount by
$1,300,000,000.

On page 19, line 15, increase the amount by
$2,300,000,000.

On page 19, line 16, increase the amount by
$2,300,000,000.

On page 19, line 19, increase the amount by
$3,100,000,000.

On page 19, line 20, increase the amount by
$3,100,000,000.

On page 19, line 23, increase the amount by
$4,600,000,000.

On page 19, line 24, increase the amount by
$4,600,000,000.

On page 29, line 3, increase the amount by
$100,000,000.

On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount by
$11,200,000,000.

KENNEDY (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 2963

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr.

FRIST, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. BINGAMAN,
and Mr. ROCKEFELLER) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
them to the concurrent resolution, S.
Con. Res. 101, supra; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

(a) FINDINGS.—
The Senate finds that:
(1) Federally-funded research and develop-

ment and science and technology programs
have led to innovations that have dramati-
cally improved the quality of life for all
Americans.

(2) The Federal investment in research and
development conducted or underwritten by
both military and civilian agencies has pro-
duced benefits that have been felt in both
the private and public sector.

(3) The National Science Foundation is the
largest supporter of non-medical basic re-
search in the Federal Government.

(4) In 1990, the Department of Defense sup-
ported 44% of all university-based engineer-
ing research, by 1999 such support is esti-
mated to have declined by 43%.

(5) The Department of Energy leads the
federal government in supporting research in
the physical sciences.

(6) Technical innovation is the principal
driving force behind the long-term economic
growth and increased standards of living of
the world’s modern industrial societies.
Other nations are well aware of the pivotal
role of science, engineering, and technology,
and they are seeking to exploit it wherever
possible to advance their own global com-
petitiveness.

(7) Discoveries across the spectrum of sci-
entific inquiry have the potential to raise
the standard of living and the quality of life
for all Americans, and as such federal invest-
ments in research and technology should be
balanced across all disciplines, including but
not limited to the physical sciences and en-
gineering, life sciences, biomedical research,
and information technology.

(8) The Senate has in past legislation ex-
pressed its commitment to continued invest-
ments to both civilian and defense science
and technology, namely in the Federal Re-
search Investment Act of 1999 and the Strom
Thurmond National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 1999.

(9) A continued trend of funding appropria-
tions equal to or lower than current budg-
etary levels will lead to permanent damage
to the United States research infrastructure,
high technology economy, and national secu-
rity.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—
It is the Sense of the Senate that:
(1) Total federal investment in civilian re-

search be at a minimum consistent with the
levels called for in the FY01 Administration
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Budget Request, as this investment mani-
fests the Senate’s belief that the Federal
government should have a robust program of
research across all disciplines of scientific
endeavor.

(2). For fiscal years 2001–2008, the science
and technology (6.1, 6.2 and 6.3) accounts for
the Department of Defense, including all of
the Armed Services, in Function 050 (Na-
tional Defense), shall increase annually and
at a minimum achieve the levels called for in
Section 214 of the Strom Thurmond National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
1999.

(3) Congressional authorizers and appropri-
ators should continue their efforts to sup-
port merit-based and peer-reviewed R&D pro-
grams as a priority in the federal science in-
vestment portfolio.

REED (AND OTHERS) AMENDMENT
NO. 2964

(Ordered to lie on the table.)
Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. DASCHLE,

Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LAU-
TENBERG, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. DURBIN,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. KOHL, Mr.
TORRICELLI, Mr. LEVIN, Mrs. BOXER,
Mr. ROBB, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. BIDEN, Mr.
BYRD, Mr. KERRY, Mr. REID, Mr.
INOUYE, Mr. BRYAN, Mr. HARKIN, Mr.
WYDEN, Ms. MIKULSKI, and Mr. L.
CHAFEE) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
concurrent resolution, (S. Con. Res.
101), supra; as follows:

At the end of title III, insert the following:
SEC. ll. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING

THE NEED TO REDUCE GUN VIO-
LENCE IN AMERICA.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate finds the fol-
lowing:

(1) On average, 12 children die from gun
fire everyday in America.

(2) On May 20, 1999, the Senate passed the
Violent and Repeat Offender Accountability
and Rehabilitation Act, by a vote of 73 to 25,
in part, to stem gun-related violence in the
United States.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that the levels in function 750
of this resolution assume that Congress
should—

(1) pass the conference report to accom-
pany H.R. 1501, the Violent and Repeat Juve-
nile Offender Accountability and Rehabilita-
tion Act, including Senate-passed provisions,
with the purpose of limiting access to fire-
arms by juveniles, convicted felons, and
other persons prohibited by law from pur-
chasing or possessing firearms; and

(2) consider H.R. 1501 not later than April
20, 2000.

ROBB (AND OTHERS) AMENDMENT
NO. 2965

Mr. ROBB (for himself, Mr. HARKIN,
Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. DORGAN, Mr.
KENNEDY, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. KERRY,
Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. BAUCUS, and Mr.
GRAHAM) proposed an amendment to
the concurrent resolution, S. Con. Res.
101, supra; as follows:

On page 4, line 4, increase the amount by
$78,000,000.

On page 4, line 5, increase the amount by
$521,300,000.

On page 4, line 6, increase the amount by
$1,011,200,000.

On page 4, line 7, increase the amount by
$1,223,400,000.

On page 4, line 8, increase the amount by
$1,361,200,000.

On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$78,000,000.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$521,300,000.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$1,011,200,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$1,223,400,000.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$1,361,200,000.

On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$1,300,000,000.

On page 4, line 23, increase the amount by
$1,322,100,000.

On page 4, line 24, increase the amount by
$1,344,600,000.

On page 4, line 25, increase the amount by
$1,367,400,000.

On page 5, line 1, increase the amount by
$1,390,700,000.

On page 5, line 7, increase the amount by
$78,000,000.

On page 5, line 8, increase the amount by
$521,300,000.

On page 5, line 9, increase the amount by
$1,011,200,000.

On page 5, line 10, increase the amount by
$1,223,400,000.

On page 5, line 11, increase the amount by
$1,361,200,000.

On page 18, line 7, increase the amount by
$1,300,000,000.

On page 18, line 8, increase the amount by
$78,000,000.

On page 18, line 11, increase the amount by
$1,322,100,000.

On page 18, line 12, increase the amount by
$521,300,000.

On page 18, line 15, increase the amount by
$1,344,600,000.

On page 18, line 16, increase the amount by
$1,011,200,000.

On page 18, line 19, increase the amount by
$1,367,400,000.

On page 18, line 20, increase the amount by
$1,223,400,000.

On page 18, line 23, increase the amount by
$1,390,700,000.

On page 18, line 24, increase the amount by
$1,361,200,000.

On page 29, line 3, decrease the amount by
$97,000,000.

On page 29, line 4, decrease the amount by
$5,938,100,000.

On page 29, after line 5, insert the fol-
lowing:

‘‘Not later than September 29, 2000, the
Senate Committee on Finance shall report to
the Senate a reconciliation bill proposing
changes in laws within its jurisdiction nec-
essary to reduce revenues by not more than
$19,000,000 in fiscal year 2001 and $1,743,000,000
for the period of fiscal years 2001 through
2005.’’

f

NOTICE OF HEARINGS

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I would
like to announce that the Senate Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry will meet on April 6, 2000 in
SR–328A at 9:30 a.m. The purpose of
this meeting will be to discuss inter-
state shipment of state inspected meat.

f

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, April 5, for purposes of conducting
a Full Committee business meeting
which is scheduled to begin at 9:30 a.m.
The purpose of this business meeting is
to consider pending calendar business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, April 5, immediately following the
business meeting for a hearing. The
committee will examine the energy po-
tential of the 1002 area of the Arctic
Coastal Plain; the role this energy
could play in national security; the
role this energy could play is reducing
U.S. dependence on imported oil; and
the legislative provisions of S. 2214, the
Arctic Coastal Plain Domestic Energy
Security Act of 2000.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, April 5, 2000, for hear-
ings on Medicaid in the Schools: A Pat-
tern of Improper Payments.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, April 5, 2000 at
9:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. to hold two hear-
ings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous that the Committee on In-
dian Affairs be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, April 5, 2000 at 9:30 a.m. to
markup the nomination of Thomas N.
Slonaker, to be Special Trustee for
American Indians within the Depart-
ment of the Interior, and to conduct a
hearing on S. 612, ‘‘the Indian Needs
Assessment and Program Evaluation
Act of 1999.’’ The hearing will be held
in the Committee room, 485 Russell
Senate Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administraton be
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, April 5,
2000, at 9:30 a.m., to receive testimony
on political parties in America.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE OVERSIGHT

AND THE COURTS

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Administrative Over-
sight and the Courts be authorized to
meet to conduct a hearing on Wednes-
day, April 5, 2000 at 9:30 a.m., in SH216.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent Dave Carney, a
member of Senator ABRAHAM’s staff, be
allowed access to the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Caroline
Chang, a Fellow working in my office,
be permitted floor privileges during the
pendency of S. Con. Res. 101.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that Gabriel Lam of my
staff be accorded the privilege of the
floor for today only.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that John Stoody, a
detailee to the Committee on Small
Business staff, be granted the privilege
of the floor during pendency of S. Con.
Res. 101.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that David Cross, a
Fellow in my office, be afforded privi-
lege on the floor during debate on
Amendment No. 2955 and also during
the vote, whenever it should occur.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 6,
2000

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until the hour of 9:30 a.m. on
Thursday, April 6. I further ask con-
sent that on Thursday, immediately
following the prayer, the Journal of
the proceedings be approved to date,
the morning hour be deemed to have
expired, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and the Senate then resume consider-
ation of S. Con. Res. 101, the budget
resolution, with 81⁄2 hours of debate re-
maining.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

PROGRAM

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, for
the information of all Senators, the
Senate will continue consideration of
the budget resolution at 9:30 a.m. to-
morrow. The first votes are scheduled

to occur at 10:30. In addition, the so-
called vote-arama should begin at some
point tomorrow by late afternoon or
early evening. Therefore, Senators
should adjust their schedules accord-
ingly.
f

CONGRATULATING THE U-CONN
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM
FOR THEIR NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, on
behalf of the leader, I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate proceed to the
immediate consideration of S. Res. 282,
introduced earlier today by Senators
DODD and LIEBERMAN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 282) congratulating
the Huskies of the University of Connecticut
for winning the 2000 women’s basketball
championship.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution and preamble be agreed upon en
bloc, the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and any statements re-
lating thereto be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 282) was
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,

reads as follows:
S. RES. 282

Whereas the University of Connecticut
women’s basketball team won its second na-
tional championship in 5 years by defeating
the University of Tennessee by the score of
71–52;

Whereas the University of Connecticut
Huskies entered the 2000 NCAA Tournament
with a perfect 15–0 record in the Big East
Conference and with just one loss during the
regular season;

Whereas National Coach of the Year Geno
Auriemma’s team began the season ranked
number one in the Nation and will finish the
season ranked number one in the Nation;

Whereas the University of Connecticut
Women Huskies brought the State of Con-
necticut its second straight NCAA Basket-
ball Title, following the 1999 championship of
the University of Connecticut Men’s team;

Whereas both Shea Ralph and Svetlana
Abrosimova were chosen consensus All-
Americans; Ralph was selected the NCAA
tournament’s Most Outstanding Player;
Kelly Schumacher set a championship-game
record for blocked shots with 9; and Ralph,
Abrosimova, Sue Bird, and Asjha Jones were
named to the All-Tournament team;

Whereas the Huskies dominated March
Madness, averaging 91.3 points and a 19-point
margin of victory in the tournament;

Whereas University of Connecticut’s 19-
point win over Tennessee, the other power-
house of women’s collegiate basketball, was
the second largest margin of victory ever in
a championship game;

Whereas the high caliber of the University
of Connecticut Women Huskies in both ath-
letics and academics has again advanced the
sport of women’s basketball and provided in-

spiration for future generations of young fe-
male athletes; and

Whereas the Huskies’ season of accom-
plishment rallied Connecticut residents of
all ages, from Stamford to Storrs, from Nor-
walk to Norwich, behind a common purpose
and inspired a wave of euphoria across the
State: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate commends the
Huskies of the University of Connecticut for
completing the 1999–2000 season with a 36–1
record and winning the 2000 NCAA Women’s
Basketball Championship.

f

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I now ask unanimous
consent that the Senate stand in ad-
journment under the previous order
following the Durbin statement and
amendment introduction.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

FISCAL YEAR 2001 BUDGET—
Continued

AMENDMENT NO. 2953

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I send
an amendment to the desk and ask for
its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from Illinois [Mr. DURBIN]
proposes an amendment numbered 2953.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that reading of the
amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:
FEDERAL REVENUE TOTALS

On page 4, line 3, decrease the amount by
$0.

On page 4, line 4, decrease the amount by
$4,843,000,000.

On page 4, line 5, decrease the amount by
$35,146,000,000.

On page 4, line 6, decrease the amount by
$65,248,000,000.

On page 4, line 7, decrease the amount by
$99,450,000,000.

On page 4, line 8, decrease the amount by
$128,552,000,000.
FEDERAL REVENUE CHANGES

On page 4, line 12, increase the amount by
$0.

On page 4, line 13, increase the amount by
$4,843,000,000.

On page 4, line 14, increase the amount by
$35,146,000,000.

On page 4, line 15, increase the amount by
$65,248,000,000.

On page 4, line 16, increase the amount by
$99,450,000,000.

On page 4, line 17, increase the amount by
$128,552,000,000.
NEW BUDGET AUTHORITY

On page 4, line 21, increase the amount by
$0.

On page 4, line 22, increase the amount by
$136,000,000.

On page 4, line 23, increase the amount by
$1,280,000,000.

On page 4, line 24, increase the amount by
$4,186,000,000.

On page 4, line 25, increase the amount by
$8,785,000,000.
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On page 5, line 1, increase the amount by

$15,334,000,000.
BUDGET OUTLAYS

On page 5, line 6, increase the amount by
$0.

On page 5, line 7, increase the amount by
$136,000,000.

On page 5, line 8, increase the amount by
$1,280,000,000.

On page 5, line 9, increase the amount by
$4,186,000,000.

On page 5, line 10, increase the amount by
$8,785,000,000.

On page 5, line 11, increase the amount by
$15,334,000,000.
NET INTEREST BUDGET AUTHORITY

On page 26, line 3, increase the amount by
$0.

On page 26, line 7, increase the amount by
$136,000,000.
FEDERAL REVENUE TOTALS

On page 26, line 11, increase the amount by
$1,280,000,000.

On page 26, line 15, increase the amount by
$4,186,000,000.

On page 26, line 19, increase the amount by
$8,785,000,000.

On page 26, line 23, increase the amount by
$15,334,000,000.
NET INTEREST OUTLAYS

On page 26, line 4, increase the amount by
$0.

On page 26, line 8, increase the amount by
$136,000,000.

On page 26, line 12, increase the amount by
$1,280,000,000.

On page 26, line 16, increase the amount by
$4,186,000,000.

On page 26, line 20, increase the amount by
$8,785,000,000.

On page 26, line 24, increase the amount by
$15,334,000,000.
PUBLIC DEBT

On page 5, line 22, increase the amount by
$0.

On page 5, line 23, increase the amount by
$4,979,000,000.

On page 5, line 24, increase the amount by
$36,426,000,000.

On page 5, line 25, increase the amount by
$69,434,000,000.

On page 6, line 1, increase the amount by
$108,235,000,000.

On page 6, line 2, increase the amount by
$143,886,000,000.
DEBT HELD BY THE PUBLIC

On page 6, line 5, increase the amount by
$0.

On page 6, line 6, increase the amount by
$4,979,000,000.

On page 6, line 7, increase the amount by
$36,426,000,000.

On page 6, line 8, increase the amount by
$69,434,000,000.

On page 6, line 9, increase the amount by
$108,235,000,000.

On page 6, line 10, increase the amount by
$143,886,000,000.
TAX CUT

On page 29, line 3, increase the amount by
$4,843,000,000.

On page 29, line 4, increase the amount by
$333,239,000,000.
DEFICIT INCREASE

On page 5, line 14, increase the amount by
$0.

On page 5, line 15, increase the amount by
$4,979,000,000.

On page 5, line 16, increase the amount by
$36,426,000,000.

On page 5, line 17, increase the amount by
$89,434,000,000.

On page 5, line 18, increase the amount by
$108,235,000,000.

On page 5, line 19, increase the amount by
$143,886,000,000.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, the hour
is late and I have a special sensitivity
to the fact that many of the staff peo-
ple have been here for a long time, and
I know we will return to this amend-
ment and debate first thing in the
morning. I will make my remarks mer-
cifully brief and just alert the Members
of the Senate and those who follow this
debate of the nature of the amendment
I am offering.

I think this amendment goes to the
heart of politics, the best part of poli-
tics. It goes to a clash of ideas, a dif-
ference of opinion, a true choice for the
Members of the Senate and for the peo-
ple of the United States because the
amendment I offer has become the cor-
nerstone of the Presidential debate for
the year 2000.

The two candidates who are the like-
ly nominees of their party, George W.
Bush and Vice President AL GORE, have
one marked difference. Governor Bush
has proposed a substantial—some
would say massive and risky—tax cut.
Vice President GORE believes that, as
do many of the Members of the Senate
and the House, with this surplus we an-
ticipate in the coming years, our first
priority should be the reduction of the
national debt so that our children
don’t bear that burden, and that we
don’t have to generate in taxes every
day of every year the interest pay-
ments on old debt.

Furthermore, Vice President GORE
and many of us believe that we should
take our surplus and dedicate it to pre-
serving Social Security, making cer-
tain that Medicare will be there for
many years to come. He believes, as
many of us do, that we should have tar-
geted tax cuts well within our means,
consistent with our goal of reducing
the national debt, and that we should
then have specific spending priorities
for education and health care.

On the other side of the coin, there is
quite a different proposal. Governor
Bush has suggested perhaps the largest
tax cut that has been proposed in re-
cent memory. Every politician ap-
plauds a tax cut, and most of us like to
offer one. But certainly we don’t want
to do something that is unrealistic. I
suggest to my colleagues that the Bush
tax cut being offered in the Presi-
dential campaign is not only unreal-
istic; it is risky. And if we are not care-
ful, if we follow his campaign pledge
and his advice, we could jeopardize the
economic growth that we have seen
over the past 7 years.

Twice in the Senate Budget Com-
mittee, I allowed my colleagues—both
Republicans and Democrats—to go on
record in reference to the Bush tax cut.
I thought it was only fair that the Re-
publican members of the Senate Budg-
et Committee would have that oppor-
tunity to stand by their Presidential
candidate and the cornerstone of his
campaign, the Bush tax cut because,
you see, the Senate budget resolution
we are considering today, proposed by
Senate Republican leaders, doesn’t in-
clude Governor Bush’s tax cut.

I think this is a terrible oversight
and omission that the standard bearer
of the Republican Party would come
forward with a vision of America that
includes a tax cut, and for some reason
the Senate Republicans don’t want to
include it in their proposal for the
course of action in America for the
next 5 or 10 years.

So twice in the Senate Budget Com-
mittee I offered the Bush tax cut for an
up-or-down vote, take it or leave it,
stand by your man, the Republicans
with the Democrats, make it clear you
disagree.

I was disappointed to find that my
Republican colleagues in the Senate
Budget Committee did not want to go
on record when it came to the tax cut
proposed by the standard bearer of the
Republican Party, the possible Presi-
dential nominee, Governor George W.
Bush. I think there is good reason for
that. I will explain it in a minute.

But I said in the committee that if
the Senate Republicans in the Budget
Committee didn’t want to vote for
Bush’s tax cut in the committee, I
would feel duty bound to offer that
same opportunity to all of the Mem-
bers of the Senate here on the floor.
After all, as we debate important pol-
icy questions such as funding and edu-
cation and whether we are going to
drill in ANWR, these are policy ques-
tions on which we go on record. We es-
tablish our positions by our votes.

I am hoping by offering this amend-
ment that the Senate will go on record.
The Republican Members have their
chance with this amendment to stand
up for the tax cut proposed by their
Presidential candidate. I think they
should vote no. Above all, I hope they
don’t continue to duck this vote. They
cannot duck this vote any more than
Governor Bush can duck the responsi-
bility to explain his tax cut and what
it means to America.

Take a look at where we have been in
this Nation over the past 7 years and
the progress we have made. Record
budget deficits have been erased. We
have had the largest paydown of debt
in the history of the United States
with $297 billion in debt reduction. We
are on the right track. We have seen
the smallest Government in over three
decades while we have increased key
investments in education and in train-
ing for the people of this country. The
typical family has seen their tax bur-
den lowered to a level where you would
have to reach back to the 1970s to find
a comparison. Investment has boomed.

Take a look at the investment that is
mirrored by our stock exchanges and
our investments across America and
you will see that people have been put-
ting money into companies for growth.
It has paid off. Unemployment is the
lowest in decades, the welfare rolls the
lowest in decades, inflation under con-
trol, housing starts at record levels,
and business creation at record levels.

Frankly, everything you like to see
that is positive in our economy has
been moving forward under the Clin-
ton-Gore administration. Of course,



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES2266 April 5, 2000
they can’t take complete credit for
that, but they can take some credit for
it. They would certainly be blamed if
we were back in the recessions of pre-
vious Presidents.

We have to say as well that some
credit should go to the Federal Reserve
because they have tried to quell the
flames and forces of inflation, and they
have been very effective in doing so.
The Chairman of the Federal Reserve,
Alan Greenspan, deserves credit for his
leadership. I was happy recently to
vote to reconfirm him for another term
as Chairman of that important body.

But, on balance, most Americans be-
lieve we are headed in the right direc-
tion.

One American who apparently does
not believe that is the Republican can-
didate for President because George W.
Bush has proposed a dramatic change
and a drastic shift in America’s eco-
nomic policy. He said we should take
the surplus we see coming because of a
strong economy and dedicate it to a
massive and risky tax cut primarily for
the wealthiest people in America.

If you take a close look at what this
means, this chart shows our economy
moving forward as a great ocean liner
and a $168 billion proposed tax cut from
the Presidential candidate, George W.
Bush, that masks an iceberg of a tax
cut that is so large, it would exceed the
available surplus and force us to move
into the Social Security trust fund to
pay for it.

Our fear, and the fear of Chairman
Greenspan and many others, is that
such a tax cut at this moment in his-
tory would fire up an economy, create
inflation, force increases in interest
rates, and, frankly, doom the economic
expansion we have seen for over 108
months, a record in the history of the
United States.

Take a look at what the Bush tax cut
would cost over a 5-year period of time
based on research by the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities. It would
be a $483 billion tax cut, and over 10
years it would be a $1.3 trillion tax cut.

What would be the impact of a $1.3
trillion tax cut on the Social Security
surplus? As you can see, the non-Social
Security surplus is $171 billion. That is
what we can consider using for such
things as debt reduction, targeted tax
cuts, and expenditures on education.
But George W. Bush would take $483
billion out for his tax cut. You may
note that is far in excess of the amount
that is available outside of the non-So-
cial Security surplus.

The obvious conclusion is, to pay for
the George W. Bush tax cut, you would
have to raid Social Security. I find we
have decided on a bipartisan basis that
won’t happen, that we will protect the
Social Security trust fund.

That is why I believe the Republican
Members of the Senate, if they share
that belief, as I do, that Social Secu-
rity should be protected, should vote
against the George W. Bush tax cut.
My amendment gives them a chance to
go on record against this tax cut to

make it clear that they want to pro-
tect Social Security and avoid a raid
on the Social Security trust fund to
make up the $312 billion difference in
the first 5 years we would see if we fol-
lowed George W. Bush’s plan.

The obvious question is whether this
Bush tax cut is fair and whether it
would help American families. As I said
earlier, all of us would like to see tax
cuts. We would certainly like to go
back to families in Illinois and across
America and say to them, We can give
you a break to help pay for your bills.
Most of them would welcome it. But if
you take a close look at the proposal
from George W. Bush for his tax cut,
you will see that most working fami-
lies and middle-income families in
America won’t even notice a change.

If you notice, the bottom 60 percent
of wage earners in America, those mak-
ing below $39,300 a year, will see an av-
erage tax cut of about $249 a year, a lit-
tle over $20 a month. That comes down
to 75 cents a day they might see by way
of George W. Bush’s tax cut—60 percent
of American families. But in the top 1
percent, the people who are making
over $300,000 a year already, the George
W. Bush tax cut is worth over $50,000 a
year. Not only does this tax cut raid
Social Security but the beneficiaries of
it turn out to be wealthiest people in
this country. Frankly, that isn’t fair.

If we are going to jeopardize our eco-
nomic growth, if we are going to in
some way avoid the debt reduction,
which most economists agree is impor-
tant for the growth of America, you
would think a tax cut on the table
would at least benefit most American
families. Honestly, it doesn’t or, if it
does, it is so small, they wouldn’t no-
tice it. Twenty dollars a month? That
is what 60 percent of the working fami-
lies of America would see. As I men-
tioned earlier, it would be at great ex-
pense and peril to the Social Security
trust fund and others.

As I offer this amendment, I am hop-
ing we can have a bipartisan consensus
to tell Governor George Bush to go
back to the drawing board, to come for-
ward with a proposal, if you will, that
is consistent with continuing the eco-
nomic growth in this country and that
in fact identifies as the highest pri-
ority the reduction of our national
debt and doesn’t jeopardize Social Se-
curity. Frankly, his tax cut does. That
is why I think this Senate should go on
record in opposition to it on a bipar-
tisan basis.

There is a lot of criticism of current
political campaigns across America:
They are too long; they are too nasty;
they are too negative. And virtually all
of those criticisms are true. But if our
political campaigns in this democracy
are of any value, they are because we
have a true clash of ideas, a difference
of opinions, and a real choice for vot-
ers.

When it comes to the George W. Bush
tax cut, there couldn’t be a clearer
choice.

I hope my colleagues in the Senate
will accept their responsibility, step

up, and say whether they endorse the
proposal of the Presidential candidate
on the Republican side for this tax cut
or whether they believe, as Chairman
Greenspan does, Vice President GORE,
and most American people do, that it is
an unwise course of action.

I understand, as most people do, that
there are a lot of differences of opinion
in the course of a campaign. But Gov-
ernor Bush has been very specific in
spelling out his tax cut. In order to
achieve his tax cut, you not only have
to raid Social Security, but when you
go in the outyears beyond 5 years, to
achieve it you have to cut dramatically
in spending on very important pro-
grams for America.

If that is something which the Re-
publican side of the aisle wants to em-
brace, so be it. I, frankly, think it is
shortsighted to take over $3.7 million
low-income women and children off the
WIC Program, a nutrition program for
children and pregnant women so their
babies are born healthy and get off to
a good start.

If you follow through on the George
W. Bush tax plan, you see massive
spending cuts in key programs such as
WIC. There is a $4.8 billion cutback in
the Pell Grant Program, meaning
784,000 college students who receive
grants—not loans, because they are low
income—would see those disappear.

Mr. President, 400,000 kids, $2.9 bil-
lion cuts in Head Start—does it make
sense to offer a tax cut of $50,000 a year
to some of the wealthiest people in
America and at the same time cut back
and eliminate 400,000 kids from the
Head Start Program?

The community development block
grant programs and so many other job
training assistance and support pro-
grams would be decimated by the pro-
posal of the Presidential candidate on
the Republican side, Governor Bush.

I believe if we are to stand on the
record for this Bush tax cut plan, we
have to answer to the voters in Illinois
and across the Nation why we are pre-
pared to threaten the future of Social
Security and Medicare; why would we
make deep cuts in Medicare spending;
why would we fail to invest in debt re-
duction and help these important pro-
grams to provide the largest tax cuts
in history to the richest people in our
Nation.

Eliminating the estate tax primarily
benefits millionaires. I asked a group
who came to my office recently who
said they wanted to see the estate tax
eliminated: What percentage of estates
in America pay the tax? They didn’t
know. The answer is 1.3 percent. It is a
very small percentage. It comes down
to the fact that if we are going to
eliminate those taxes on the richest
people in America, we should only do it
if we can justify it. I don’t believe Gov-
ernor Bush can justify it in terms of
the benefits that it would mean for the
rest of the people who live in this coun-
try.

I hope we will not jeopardize our eco-
nomic prosperity. I hope we will follow
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the model that has been suggested by
Vice President GORE. I sincerely hope
my colleagues in the Senate will not
duck this opportunity to vote on the
George W. Bush tax cut plan. If they
are proud of their candidate, if they be-
lieve in his platform, if they share his
vision, for goodness sake, have the
courage to stand up and vote yes; if
you disagree with his position, at least
have the courage to go on the record
and say so.

I hope, as in the Budget Committee,
we don’t run into the same experience

on the floor where the Republican ma-
jority refuses to go on the record when
it comes to the cornerstone of the cam-
paign of the Republican Presidential
candidate George W. Bush.

I yield the floor.
f

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in adjournment until 9:30 a.m., Thurs-
day, April 6, 2000.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 10:33 p.m.,
adjourned until Thursday, April 6, 2000,
at 9:30 a.m.

f

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate April 5, 2000:

THE JUDICIARY

Jay A. Garcia-Gregory, of Puerto Rico, to
be United States District Judge for the Dis-
trict of Puerto Rico, vice Raymond L.
Acosta, retired.
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IN SEARCH OF A CURE: SUPPORT
INCREASED FUNDING FOR DIA-
BETES RESEARCH

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I ask
my colleagues to increase funding for diabetes
and support a $1 billion diabetes research
budget for the National Institutes of Health
(NIH). I ask that Congress make the quest for
a cure for diabetes a top national priority—
there can be no cure without a significant in-
crease in funding.

Diabetes has been called the ‘‘epidemic of
our time’’ by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. In 1995, 135 million cases of
diabetes were reported worldwide, and that is
expected to exceed 300 million by 2025.

Diabetes is a debilitating and deadly dis-
ease: it affects 16 million Americans; it kills
one American every three minutes; it is the
leading cause of new adult blindness, kidney
failure, and non-traumatic amputations; and it
is a major risk factor for heart disease and
stroke. Diabetes disproportionately affects
young children, older Americans, and mem-
bers of minority populations. In addition, ex-
penditures for the treatment of diabetes are in
excess of $100 billion and individuals with dia-
betes account for one in four Medicare dollars.

In the past, Congress has strongly sup-
ported providing the necessary resources to
find a cure for diabetes, but funding has often
fallen short of desired expectations. I strongly
support the findings in the Diabetes Research
Working Group’s (DRWG) report, which has
laid out a comprehensive plan for utilizing in-
creased resources. The report indicates that
diabetes research is significantly underfunded
when compared to the burden of the disease
and the scientific opportunities in the field.

I ask my colleagues to join me in substan-
tially increasing funding for diabetes research.
Let us put this terrible disease on the path to
a cure. If we act now, diabetes will never
again be the burden on society that it is today.
f

HONORING CLARA MCKINNEY
REDDELL

HON. RALPH M. HALL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is my
privilege to rise today to recognize an out-
standing citizen of the Fourth District of Texas,
Clara McKinney Reddell. Mrs. Reddell was se-
lected by the Heritage Guild of Collin County
last year to be the Guest of Honor at ‘‘Cele-
brate the Century’’, and she previously was
nominated for the Sesquicentennial Award at
the McKinney Chamber of Commerce Awards
Banquet.

Mrs. Reddell is the great-great-grand-
daughter of Collin McKinney and the great-
granddaughter of J.B. Wilmeth. Both of these
men were integral in the development of their
community, and Mrs. Reddell has dedicated
her life to preserving the memories of the pio-
neers of McKinney and Collin County. Not
only has she preserved the history of her com-
munity, she also has strived to keep them at
the forefront of the community’s conscious-
ness. This is evidenced by her authorship of
a widely circulated pamphlet entitled ‘‘McKin-
ney and Collin County’’ which chronicles the
history of the city, the county, and her name-
sake. Her latest endeavor to keep the history
of this area alive is to spearhead a campaign
to name the new public high school after J.B.
Wilmeth. Mr. Wilmeth opened the first free
school in the county in his own home in 1848.

Mrs. Reddell’s contributions to her commu-
nity have been enormous. In 1941, Mrs.
Reddell became the McKinney Chamber’s
secretary. She worked on numerous projects,
including the Veterans Administration Hospital,
Lavon Dam, and Ashburn General Hospital. In
addition to these duties, she served as the
secretary-treasurer of the Chamber of Com-
merce Managers and Secretary Association of
East Texas which spanned 72 counties. She
was also certified for 21 years of study in
Chamber of Commerce management at East
Texas Short Courses for Chamber Managers
and Secretaries. She also contributed her time
and seemingly boundless energy to the Herit-
age Guild. She would perform the laborious
tasks of sanding, removing tacks, stripping,
and staining in order to restore furniture and in
keeping with her character Mrs. Reddell ab-
sorbed the material costs of these endeavors.

In addition to her community service, Mrs.
Reddell raised a wonderful daughter, now
Shirley Ann Reddell Cooper. Mrs. Reddell was
married to her late husband, Eugene R.
Reddell, for eight years before his tragic
death. Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Reddell has devoted
a lifetime to her family, to her community, and
to the preservation of history in Collin County.
As we adjourn today, let us do so in honor of
this great lady, Clara McKinney Reddell.
f

CONGRATULATIONS TO TAIWAN
PRESIDENT-ELECT CHEN SHUI-
BIAN

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, on March
18, in their second direct presidential election,
voters in Taiwan elected Democratic Progres-
sive Party candidate Chen Shui-bian as their
president. They did so despite China’s re-
peated warnings to the voters not to elect
Chen, whose party platform calls for independ-
ence from China. Chen’s victory meant that
the voters in Taiwan were brave enough to
make their own decisions, clearly in defiance

of Bejing’s demands. It also meant that the
voters were seeking change, as they believed
that Chen, a grass-roots politician could better
reflect their wishes—particularly regarding re-
lations between Taiwan and the Chinese
mainland. Chen is attractive because he car-
ries no baggage from the past, and may be
the only one who can negotiate a future for
Taiwan that will be acceptable to both Taiwan
and China. This is a tremendous challenge
that will require all of the leadership skills that
President-elect Chen and Vice President-elect
Annette Lu can muster.

I am hopeful that both President-elect Chen
and Vice President-elect Lu will be able to
ameliorate relations with the People’s Republic
of China. Chen has already called for a
‘‘peace-summit’’ with Beijing and proposed to
revise a provocative provision in the Demo-
cratic Progressive Party’s platform asserting
independence. Chen’s efforts to extend him-
self to China must be commended. He will
seek to decrease tension in the Taiwan Strait
without sacrificing Taiwan’s dignity and sov-
ereignty.

Mr. Speaker, I also want to offer my best
wishes to outgoing President Lee Teng-hui,
who made the smooth and peaceful transfer
from his party to the Democratic Progressive
Party possible. Taiwan has always been a
friend of the United States, and I encourage
my colleagues in the United States Congress
to give every support to Taiwan’s new admin-
istration. Taiwan’s stability and prosperity are
always in the best interest of the United
States.
f

A TRIBUTE TO EDWARDS LIFE
SCIENCES

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000
Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

pay tribute to Edwards Life Sciences as they
begin operating as a new, independent pub-
licly traded company.

From the company’s very beginning in the
garage/laboratory of its founder, Miles ‘‘Low-
ell’’ Edwards, the name Edwards has been re-
nowned for cardiovascular devices which have
literally saved thousands of lives. In essence,
the name Edwards is synonymous with ‘‘mir-
acle’’ for over the past 40 years, as many lives
have been saved due to the ingenious of Low-
ell Edwards.

When Edwards retired in Santa Ana, CA, he
began to think of ways to invent an artificial
heart. With his electrical engineering back-
ground, Edwards had already invented many
devices, including the furl booster pump which
was used by the U.S. Government in World
War II. An artificial heart was foremost on his
mind most of his life. His own heart had been
damaged by rheumatic fever when he was
thirteen. He had long sought to discover a
mechanism to give people a new heart—and
a new life.
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Edwards believed that an artificial heart

could be created and that it would work. Al-
though skeptical at first, a young Dr. Albert
Starr at the University of Oregon Medical
School, suggested that he first invent an artifi-
cial heart valve. Edwards did invent a value
and it was successfully implanted on Sep-
tember 21, 1960. When Edwards remarked
that ‘‘. . . making that valve was the luckiest
think!’’, he didn’t realize the enormous implica-
tions of that statement.

Today, Edwards Life sciences employs over
1,600 dedicated men and women in Irvine,
CA, and 6,000 worldwide. Edwards is a global
leader in designing, manufacturing, and mar-
keting medical devices and pharmaceuticals to
treat late-stage cardiovascular disease. In rec-
ognition of over 40 years of scientific and
medical advances, the founder’s name is now
honored in the new street name—‘‘One Ed-
wards Way.’’

From inventor to creator of the first biotech
company in southern California, Miles ‘‘Lowell’’
Edwards’ legacy is now instilled into the hearts
of the men and women who are now charged
with the responsibility to continue the commit-
ment to serve mankind. I commend all of you
today as you begin your journey as Edwards
Life sciences.
f

SMALL INTERNET BUSINESS

HON. TOM UDALL
OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker,
there is no doubt that the last few years have
shown us the promise of the 21st century. Our
economic growth has been spurred by the
stunning development of the high-tech sector
and Internet commerce, which have created
tremendous new opportunities and new jobs.
These opportunities promise only to grow in
this century. I am aware that declining com-
puter prices have kept inflation down . . . and
that e-commerce will soon be a $400 billion
business. The Internet is in its 11th year of an-
nual doubling since 1988. There are over 44
million hosts on the Internet and an estimated
150 million users, worldwide. By 2006, the
Internet is likely to exceed the global tele-
phone network. Moreover, tens of millions of
Internet-enabled appliances will have joined
the Internet. We don’t want government doing
anything that would mess up all of that suc-
cess. I believe the private sector should lead.
But frankly, it is also government’s duty to
make sure companies follow the will of the
people.

As Teddy Roosevelt told businesses almost
100 years ago, ‘‘whenever great social or in-
dustrial changes take place, no matter how
much good there may be to them, there is
sure to be some evil.’’ The fact is we have a
protect the consumer. To me, privacy is the
make-or-brake issue for all electronic com-
merce. If consumers feel when they buy a
book or browse a magazine on line, that
someone is keeping a personal profile on
them, they’ll stop buying books.

If they feel that when they apply for loans at
different banks, a third party can learn about
their personal finances, it will be the last time
they bank on the Internet. More than 80 per-
cent of Americans are concerned about

threats to their privacy when they are on-line.
More than 90 percent want businesses telling
them how they will use personal information.
When 80 or 90 percent of Americans agree on
anything, you know this is serious.

The legislation that Congressman CAMPBELL
and I propose is simple. We are recom-
mending the establishment of a seal—much
like FDIC or Good Housekeeping that instantly
assures the consumer that the Internet site
they are about to use holds itself to an inter-
nationally recognized set of basic privacy prin-
ciples. This seal would be completely vol-
untary. Users would learn to recognize the
seal as a guarantee that their personal infor-
mation will not be collected or used without
their consent.

I foresee small businesses particularly favor-
ing this proposal because many of these com-
panies have not yet established good reputa-
tions as have the larger, well known compa-
nies have. Here’s a proposal that could touch
every business owner in the country. Here’s
an idea that could give consumer’s the con-
fidence that their information is indeed private
and is in safekeeping. This is an era of truly
sweeping changes.

I want to tell the Chamber about a small
business in my district: De La Pen

˜
a Books.

The proprietor, Bart Durham began the store
as a ‘‘By Appointment Only’’ business dealing
with old, rare, and antiquarian books which he
operated from the De La Pen

˜
a House, one of

Santa Fe’s historic homes which he owned at
the time. Bart advertised in AB Bookman’s
Weekly and ran a direct mail business. By
1983 he had amassed quite a collection of
books about New Mexico and published
‘‘Catalog No. 1, New Mexico’’ containing over
900 separately priced books about New Mex-
ico history dating from the early 1800’s. Mr.
Durham mailed about 200 of these catalogs to
his customers who responded quite favorably.
Cataloging then became the method that I
used to sell the majority of my books.

In 1990 his business began the open retail
shop operation in the Santa Fe’s Design Cen-
ter. This move spurred the business into book
sales of a more general nature and in 1996,
the shop space next to Nicholas Potter Books
on Palace Avenue became available. Sales in-
creased substantially and all was fine until the
rents on the property were significantly in-
creased. To begin to pay that kind of rent
meant that he would have to sell more books
than his modest operation could locate and
buy. The only alternative Bart Durham could
see was to go on-line. He gave his notice and
rented a three bedroom apartment where two
of the rooms became dedicated to De La
Pen

˜
a Books. He designed his own web page,

subscribed to some book locating services,
and the business was off and flying. The first
thing that he noticed was that all his ‘‘dead
stock’’, books about the world beyond the lim-
its of New Mexico, started flying out the door.
His gross sales dropped off a little, but the net
sales increased. Bart no longer needed to
tend the shop for 8 hours a day and was free
to do as he wished with his new found time.

Now, whenever Mr. Durham comes home,
he goes on-line, check his e-mail, makes the
electronic deposits through customers’ credit
card numbers, wraps up the sold books for
shipping, and takes them to the post office in
the morning. As he purchases new titles, he
writes their quotes and posts them on-line. In
his own words, Bart said to me: ‘‘I love the

book world, my computer, my web page, the
on-line and e-mail phenomena, and the free-
dom that I enjoy to do as I wish with most of
my time.’’

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is intended es-
pecially for small Internet businesses like
DelaPena books. These small business own-
ers often do not have a reputation that allows
the average Internet surfer to feel comfortable
purchasing from their goods. However, a small
e-commerce business can willingly place the
seal on their site and inspire confidence and
trust in consumers. This is an equal chance
bill that will help large entities and the inde-
pendent merchant alike.

Please give this voluntary on-line privacy
and disclosure act your serious attention-for all
Americans.
f

HONORING AARON KINSEY

HON. RALPH M. HALL
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000

Mr. HALL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is a
privilege to share with my colleagues a
speech written by an outstanding citizen of the
Fourth District of Texas, Mr. Aaron Kinsey,
who thoughtfully describes the elements of the
free enterprise system upon which our country
was built. Mr. Kinsey notes that there are four
basic freedoms:

‘‘The first of these freedoms is simply the
freedom of economic choice. We, as Ameri-
cans, inherently have the freedom to choose
where we will work and for whom we will
work. As business owners we have the free-
dom to make and sell whatever products we
choose within the limits of public safety and
welfare, and to charge whatever prices we feel
will be the most profitable. And finally . . . we
are free to take risks. Ultimately, the choices
we make will determine our success and fail-
ure, and if we do fail, we know it was by a
choice that we ourselves made.

‘‘Our second basic freedom . . . is vol-
untary exchange . . . The priorities that deter-
mine what we do with our money are different
for everyone, but the bottom line is that the
decision is ours. In a free enterprise system,
voluntary exchange works to the perceived ad-
vantage of both persons making the ex-
change.

‘‘Our next basic freedom is our right to pri-
vate property. This freedom gives us the right
to do as we wish with our possessions. Our
Founding Fathers showed us that they guard-
ed this freedom by passing the 5th Amend-
ment, which aside from addressing other
issues, guarantees us our right to private
property. These great men knew that private
property gives an incentive for people to work,
save, and invest. Naturally, people know that
the harder they work, the more rewards they
will receive. These rewards can be passed on
to their children so that they can have a better
life.

‘‘Another freedom we as Americans have is
a motivation to earn and increase our wealth.
Under the free enterprise system, we are free
to take risks in order to enhance our wealth
and well-being. Any entrepreneur takes the
risk; some succeed and some fail. For exam-
ple, Ninfa Laurenzo of Dallas, Texas, was wid-
owed with five children in 1969. In 1973, she
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faced bankruptcy, but by 1993, she was the
head of a multi-million dollar corporation.
Ninfa’s Inc. now operates 34 restaurants and
employs 1,300 people . . .

‘‘Finally, no discussion about free enterprise
can be complete without addressing the im-
portance of competition. Competition is the
force that prohibits market anarchy. Competi-
tion does this by allowing businesses to enter
and leave the market as they wish. When
businesses are in a market together, they
keep that market moving and improving. This
improvement allows the customer to have the
best product at the best price. Without com-
petition, the monopolistic business can decide
what the customer should have in addition to
being able to set the price.’’

Mr. Kinsey concludes that, ‘‘American soci-
ety would be very different if our Founding Fa-
thers had not established a government in
which free enterprise could thrive. Fortunately,
we live in a system that allows us the free-
doms of economic choice, voluntary ex-
change, private property, and profit motive. It
is these freedoms that have helped make the
American economy the greatest and most cov-
eted in the world.’’
f

A TRIBUTE TO E. TUNNEY MAHER,
JR.

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to recognize E. Tunney
Maher, Jr., an outstanding resident of my con-
stituency who will be honored by the Hastings-
on-Hudson Chamber of Commerce as its
Hastings-on-Hudson Citizen of the Year on
April 9th.

Tunney Maher is a lifelong resident of
Hastings-on-Hudson who is retiring after 23
years as the director of St. Matthew’s Chris-
tian Youth Organization basketball program.
However, Mr. Maher has contributed signifi-
cantly to the community in many other ways.
For the last 19 years, Tunney has been em-
ployed in the Rehabilitation Department at St.
Cabrini Nursing Home. In 1991 he was award-
ed the Archdiocesan of New York Parish Vol-
unteer Award. He also has been named a
Suburban Hero by Gannet Newspapers and
was honored by St. Matthew’s Roman Catho-
lic Parish at its 1994 Annual Dinner.

Although Tunney has devoted himself to
helping the citizens of Hastings-on-Hudson,
his pride and joy has been his work with the
CYO basketball program. There are currently
150 youths in the program now, and over 800
children have been a part of the program
since its inception. However, Tunney has
made certain that the program is not strictly
basketball. He has made it a policy to have
the youngsters give something back to the
community by helping to feed the homeless,
clean up the environment, and other projects
that reflect a dual responsibility. Tunney re-
flects on his experience with the youth basket-
ball program: ‘‘It’s a time-consuming thing, but
it’s worth it. There’s a great deal of satisfaction
when you’ve worked with these kids and
you’ve done something positive for them.’’

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues to join
in congratulating Tunney Maher, Jr. on receiv-

ing the citizen of the Year Award from the
Hastings-on-Hudson Chamber of Commerce. I
am confident the lessons he imparted to the
youths of his village will assist them in devel-
oping into solid, productive citizens.
f

HONORING MR. ROBERT EUGENE
ELLEDGE

HON. GARY G. MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000

Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to honor an American hero. Last
week, I had the opportunity to present Mr.
Robert Eugene Elledge, of Pomona, CA, with
the Order of the Purple Heart for Military Merit.

This event was truly special because Mr.
Elledge is a Korean war veteran who served
our Nation nobly and honorably. Unfortunately,
Mr. Elledge had to wait 49 years to be hon-
ored for his sacrifices.

On May 9, 1951, Mr. Elledge and his divi-
sion marched throughout the night in pouring
rain to reach the hill they were ordered to cap-
ture. Early the next morning, the Communist
Chinese Forces and North Korean Forces
began their May offensive. This operation was
designated ‘‘The Second Chinese Communist
Forces Spring Offensive,’’ also known as the
Battle of Soyang or as Mr. Elledge recalls it,
the May Massacre.

The May Massacre began with planes over-
head, dropping leaflets. Mr. Elledge heard pi-
lots talking over loudspeakers in a foreign lan-
guage. His division ate a hot breakfast, and
then they were ordered to attack.

As Mr. Elledge began to crawl up the hill,
his helmet was cracked into pieces by enemy
fire, rendering him unconscious. He awoke
disoriented, and found himself crawling down
the hill, where he found a medic. The medic
began bandaging the wounds on his head and
neck, treated his pain, and placed him on the
ambulance. Then, they told Mr. Elledge that
his company had been annihilated—only four
had survived.

Mr. Elledge received treatment for these
wounds in South Korea, Japan, and at Fort
Custer, MI. A hometown hero, Mr. Elledge
was featured in an article in the Quincy Herald
Whig. He received the Combat Infantry Badge
and the Bronze Service Star. However, he
never received the medal that is most fre-
quently associated with individual sacrifices to
our Nation—the Purple Heart.

The Order of the Purple Heart for Military
Merit is the oldest military decoration in the
world presently used, and the first award
made available to the common soldier. This
honor was begun early in our Nation’s history
by another soldier, Gen. George Washington.
General Washington, although considered a
stern commander, was always appreciative of
the troops who served him so loyally. His
order permitting meritorious soldiers to wear
the figure of a heart on purple cloth over the
left breast began the tradition of this combat
decoration.

Today, the Order of the Purple Heart for
Military Merit may only be awarded to a mem-
ber of the Armed Forces who is killed or
wounded in action.

Forty-nine years ago, Mr. Elledge felt that
his experience fell within this definition, and he

began to inquire about when he might receive
this honorable award.

But, it seems that the paperwork requesting
the medal was lost. In fact, back in 1951, the
Army told Mr. Elledge that his service records
were missing, and that he would most likely
have to wait several years to receive his Pur-
ple Heart.

Last Friday, 49 years after surviving the
May Massacre, tears came to Mr. Elledge’s
eyes when he received the medal he had
waited for so patiently.

The Korean war is often referred to as our
‘‘forgotten war’’. While his paperwork may
have been forgotten, the sacrifices that Mr.
Elledge made for our country in Korea will al-
ways be remembered.

This year, we mark the 50th anniversary of
the Korean war, a time to commemorate not
the war, but rather the veterans thereof and
the sacrifices they made to preserve democ-
racy on the Korean Peninsula almost 50 years
ago. My colleagues, I encourage you to take
the time to recognize the American heroes in
your district, and to ensure that their sacrifices
are not forgotten.
f

TRIBUTE TO MARY ROMANO

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
call to your attention the deeds of a remark-
able woman from my district, Mary Romano of
Maplewood, New Jersey, who was feted on
Sunday, April 2, 2000 at Cryan’s Beef & Ale
in South Orange, New Jersey to mark her re-
tirement as Maplewood Democratic Chair. Due
to her many years of service and leadership,
it is only fitting that we gather here in her
honor, for she epitomizes a strong spirit of
caring and generosity.

Born in Mount Pleasant, Pennsylvania, Mary
is one of four children of the late Sarah and
John Melillo who came to the United States
from the Province of Avellino, Italy. When she
was five years old, her parents moved from
Pennsylvania to the Roseville section of New-
ark, New Jersey. She was educated in the
Newark School system and graduated from
Central Technical and Commercial High
School.

Mary continually touches the lives of the
people around her. She is an active member
of many organizations including, Maplewood
Seniors, St. Joseph Rainbow Seniors, Maple-
wood Service league and Maplewood Wom-
en’s Club. In addition to her duties as munic-
ipal Democratic Chair she has held numerous
other leadership positions including, Treasurer
of Immaculate Heart of Mary Rosary Altar So-
ciety, Vice President of the Ladies Auxiliary of
the South Orange BPOE 1154 and Executive
Board Member of the John J. Giblin Associa-
tion. She is currently the corresponding sec-
retary of the Giblin Association. She retired in
1987 from the Essex County Office of Public
Information, where she was Secretary to the
Director.

Known for a questioning mind and an ability
to get things done, Mary has devoted much
time and energy to numerous Democratic or-
ganizations. Her many duties include, Vice
Chair and Current Chair of the Maplewood
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County Committee, Delegate to the New Jer-
sey Democratic Convention in 1983, Co-Chair
of volunteers in Northeast New Jersey for Jim
Florio’s 1990 Gubernatorial campaign, and a
volunteer for the National Governors Associa-
tion 84th Annual Meeting in Princeton, New
Jersey.

As an involved resident of Maplewood, she
is always ready to participate in activities and
contribute to the public good. Numerous
groups including, the John J. Giblin Associa-
tion, the American Heart Association, the
American Cancer Society and the Maplewood
Senior Club II have honored her. The latter
group named her Senior of the Year.

Mary has been married since 1946 to Nich-
olas F. Romano, who is retired from the New-
ark Board of Education. She has lived in Ma-
plewood since 1961. Her two children are
Nicholas Francis Romano, Jr. and Mary
Michele Fox. She has three grandchildren,
Christina Marie Romano, Joseph Timothy Fox
and the twins Jessica Lynn Romano and An-
thony Romano.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, Mary’s family, friends, the Democratic
Party, the Township of Maplewood, the State
of New Jersey and me in recognizing the out-
standing and invaluable service to the commu-
nity of Mary Romano.
f

ESTABLISH A CENTER IN THE
DIAMOND VALLEY RESERVOIR

HON. KEN CALVERT
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I’m pleased to
introduce legislation that will assist in estab-
lishing an interpretive and cultural center in
the vicinity of the Diamond Valley Reservoir in
southern California. This center will preserve,
protect and make available the extraordinary
discoveries that were uncovered during the
construction of the Diamond Valley Reservoir
to all citizens of the United States.

During the past five years, the construction
of the Diamond Valley Reservoir outside of
Hemet, California has been the largest, pri-
vate, earth moving construction project in the
United States. The Reservoir is now the larg-
est man made lake in southern California. It
covers 4,500 acres, is 4.5 miles long and 2
miles wide and is 160–250 feet deep. The
cost of $1.8 billion for construction was totally
borne by the residents of southern California.
The reservoir will provide a desperately need-
ed emergency supply of water for the city of
Los Angeles and the surrounding area.

During the construction and excavation of
this massive project, extraordinary paleon-
tology and archeology discoveries were un-
covered. Unearthed were 365 prehistoric sites,
pictographs, petroglyphs, stone tools, bone
tools, and arrow heads. In addition, a pre-
served mastodon skeleton, a mammoth skel-
eton and a 7 foot tusk and bones from extinct
animals previously unknown to have resided in
the area including the giant Long-Horned
Bison and an enormous North American Lion
were discovered. In addition, the construction
of the Diamond Valley Reservoir unearthed
the largest known accumulation of late Ice
Age fossils known in California. The scientific
importance of this collection may now rival

California’s other famed site, the La Brea Tar
Pits.

It is my honor to introduce legislation which
will be the first step in preserving this world
class collection of archaeological, paleontolog-
ical and late Ice Age fossils for future genera-
tions.
f

RECOGNITION OF THE OHIO VAL-
LEY CHAPTER OF ASSOCIATED
BUILDERS AND CONTRACTORS
PARTNERSHIP WITH OSHA

HON. DAVID L. HOBSON
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
commend an historic partnership between the
Ohio Valley Chapter of the Associated Build-
ers and Contractors (ABC) and the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA). The agreement provides incentives
for contractors to voluntarily improve their
safety performance under the high-standard
guidelines set by the partnership while OSHA
will recognize those contractors with exem-
plary safety programs. This cooperation sig-
nifies that the participants are committed to
ensuring the highest standards of workplace
safety.

I want to recognize the local Ohio leader-
ship of ABC in forging this partnership which
is beneficial to workers, contractors, and
OSHA. Additionally, I would like to recognize
the OSHA Area Director, William Murphy from
Cincinnati, Ohio, for his hard work in making
this alliance possible.

The Associated Builders and Contractors
and OSHA have always shared a common
goal: saving lives and protecting the well-being
of local workers. Now they have a partnership
which provides a model for cooperation be-
tween the public and private sectors. This new
level of cooperation will allow both groups to
more effectively meet their goals and maintain
the levels of safety which make American
workers the best in the world.

I am pleased to recognize and commend
this partnership and I am hopeful that it will
set the stage for future cooperation in other in-
dustries.
f

IN MEMORY OF THE LATE
MENEFEE (CHUCK) D. BLACKWELL

HON. IKE SKELTON
OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, it is with deep
sadness that I inform the House of the death
of Chuck Blackwell, a former Lexington, Mis-
souri, resident and graduate of Wentworth
Military Academy. He was 84.

Chuck, a son of the late Horace F. and
Berrien Menefee Blackwell, was born on Feb-
ruary 17, 1916. He attended Wentworth Mili-
tary Academy in Lexington, Missouri, and
graduated from the University of Missouri-Co-
lumbia in 1936. While in college, he was a
member of Phi Beta Kappa and Phi Delta
Theta fraternity. Then, he attended the Univer-
sity of Michigan Law School, where he was

elected to the Order of the Coif and a member
of Phi Delta Phi law fraternity. Upon gradua-
tion in 1939, he joined a law firm then called
McCune, Caldwell & Downing.

Chuck left the law firm in 1942 to serve his
country during World War II. He rose from the
rank of second lieutenant to major while as-
signed to the Fourteenth Armored Division,
Army of the United States, from 1942 until
1946. A war hero, his military service was rec-
ognized with a Silver Star, a Bronze Star with
oak leaf cluster, a Purple Heart and three bat-
tle stars.

In 1948, Chuck rejoined the law firm, known
for many years as Blackwell, Sanders,
Matheny, Weary & Lombardi, where he served
as a managing partner. Professional affili-
ations developed during his 57 year law ca-
reer included the Kansas City Metropolitan Bar
Association, the American Bar Association, the
Missouri Bar and the Lawyers Association of
Kansas City. He also served on many cor-
porate boards.

Chuck was also involved in many civic and
charitable activities in his community. He was
a University Trustee of the Nelson-Atkins Mu-
seum of Art from 1957 to 1991. Additionally,
Chuck was a member of the Board of Gov-
ernors of the American Royal Association,
Vice President and Director of the Charles R.
and Minnie Cook Foundation, board member
of the Jacob L. and Ella C. Loose Foundation
and the Greater Kansas City Community
Foundation, Trustee of the Loretta M. Cowden
Foundation and the Midwest Research Insti-
tute, and Director of the Starlight Theatre As-
sociation. Furthermore, Chuck was an avid
hunter and fisherman and loyal Kansas City
Chiefs, Kansas City Royals and Missouri Ti-
gers fan.

Chuck married the late Mary Lou Harris
Blackwell of Kansas City on April 25, 1942.
They were married for 56 years and had one
son, the late Stephen M. Blackwell.

Mr. Speaker, Chuck Blackwell was my good
friend and a great American. I know the Mem-
bers of the House will join me in extending
heartfelt condolences to his family.
f

IN MEMORY OF THE LATE MORRIS
ABRAM

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000
Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay tribute to Morris B. Abram, an outstanding
leader of the American Jewish community and
an activist in the civil rights movement whose
accomplishments helped shape our country
and typified the ideal of public service. His
death last month at the age of 81 was a loss
to all of us who counted this great American
as a friend and mentor on the ways to pro-
mote civil rights at home and human rights
abroad.

He served as the president of Brandeis Uni-
versity and was asked by five presidents to
take a lead role in a number of commissions
and panels that promoted equal educational
and housing opportunities for all Americans,
and protection of our seniors against corrup-
tion in the nursing home industry and greater
respect for human rights around the world.

Having served on the staff of the Inter-
national Military Tribunal at Nuremburg, he
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learned first-hand about the Holocaust and
dedicated himself to the Jewish community,
serving as national president of the American
Jewish Committee from 1963 through 1968,
Chairman of the National Conference on So-
viet Jewry from 1983 through 1988, and chair-
man of the Conference of Presidents of Major
Jewish Organizations from 1986 through 1989.

President Bush designated him as the
United States Permanent Representative to
the United Nations in Geneva, and he re-
mained in this city after completing his ambas-
sadorial term to head up Human Rights Watch
which highlights the successes and short-
comings of the United Nations. In his capacity
as chairman of this group he testified before
the International Relations Committee in July
of last year on promoting equal treatment of
Israel in the United Nations.

Earlier this year on a committee trip on UN
issues in Geneva, I was privileged to have
dinner with him and his wife, the former Bruna
Molina, where I sought his counsel on how we
can ensure the all UN members, including
Israel, have the right to sit on all UN bodies
including the UN Security Council, I ask my
colleagues to join me in remembering this
Great American who battled injustice and dis-
crimination wherever and whenever he found
it.
f

TRIBUTE TO JIM ‘‘LABBY’’
LABAGNARA

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000
Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

call your attention to a remarkable person
from my district, Jim ‘‘Labby’’ LaBagnara of
Paterson, New Jersey, who was feted on
March 30, 2000 because of his many years of
service and leadership. It is only fitting that we
gather here in his honor, for he epitomizes a
strong spirit of caring and generosity.

Jim ‘‘Labby’’ LaBagnara was born, raised
and still lives in Paterson. He attended
Eastside High School and earned five varsity
letters in baseball and soccer as a student.

In addition to playing for Eastside, he played
baseball for the Emblems, American Legion
Post 77, Public Service Electric & Gas, Fair
Lawn A.C., Little Falls A.C., Glen Rock A.C.
amongst other baseball teams in Northern
New Jersey.

‘‘Labby’’ had a try out with the St. Louis
Browns Major League Baseball Team. In addi-
tion, he was also offered baseball scholarships
to Duke University, the University of North
Carolina and Manhattan College. He pursued
a career in baseball and was under contract
with two Minor League teams.

His life took an interesting turn when he was
offered a job at Wright Aeronautical under the
condition that he played baseball and soccer
for them. While working at Wright, he learned
to be a Machinist and to fly. He furthered his
education and received an Aircraft and Engine
Mechanic’s License. He later became the
Chief Pilot of Lincoln Park’s Aero Flying Serv-
ice, where he stayed until the bombing of
Pearl Harbor, signaling the beginning of World
War II. He then joined the Naval Air Force,
and served with honor.

After the war he pursued the fields of flying
and sports. He is the Founder and President

of Precision Gears and Products, Aero Flying
Service, Eastern Gear, Inc., which he sold to
Baker-Hughes Company. After selling the
company, he went on to work for Baker-
Hughes for another 24 years. These years in-
stilled in him the skills necessary for him to
become a stellar role model in the community.

During this time he taught nearly 1,000 stu-
dent pilots. He currently holds an Instructor’s
License as well as a Commercial Pilot’s Li-
cense for small and multiengined aircraft with
instrument rating. He has flown land planes,
seaplanes and helicopters.

‘‘Labby’’ is married to Alma LaBagnara and
together they have three children including,
Elissa, Susan and Dr. James LaBagnara, Jr.
He continually touches the lives of others. For
example he has sponsored and coached
baseball for 47 years. As a player his batting
avg. was .340. As a coach, he is seen as both
a father figure and mentor to his players.

His benevolence is unequaled in sports. He
is always willing to give his time and financial
support. He sponsored the Precision Gears
Baseball Team, which played in the American
Legion Baseball League. In 1961, he joined
with the All Wags A.C., Inc. to manage the
Pasquariello-Bradle Post 187 ‘‘All Wags’’
Team, which brought numerous State and re-
gional championships to the Paterson based
group for over 35 years.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, Labby’s family, friends, All Wags
A.C., Inc., the City of Paterson, the State of
New Jersey and me in recognizing the out-
standing and invaluable service to the commu-
nity of Jim ‘‘Labby’’ LaBagnara.
f

LONGTIME SCOUT LEADERS
HONORED

HON. WILLIAM O. LIPINSKI
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, on April 12th,
2000, the Chicagoland Forest District will be
sponsoring the 10th Annual Good Scout Ben-
efit at Palermo’s Fine Italian Cuisine & Ban-
quets in Oak Lawn, Illinois. Every year at this
event, longtime contributors to scouting are
honored with the Good Scout Award. Youth
scouting is a vital effort in Southwest
Chicagoland, providing tomorrow’s leaders
with important values through outdoor recre-
ation and community service. This year’s re-
cipients are Bill Hawkinson and Bob Wilcox. It
now gives me great honor to recognize these
scout leaders from the 3rd Congressional Dis-
trict for their vital service to our community.

William ‘‘Bill’’ Hawkinson is a lifetime resi-
dent of South-side Chicago. Shortly after grad-
uating from Purdue University, he moved to
Oak Lawn in 1968. In 1975, Bill would become
the Finance Chairman of District 06 for two
years, helping to greatly expand the profile of
local scouting. In his first year as Finance
Chair, Bill was honored for his outstanding
service with the Arrowhead award. Two years
later, he would become District Chairman for
a full year.

Today, Bill remains deeply committed to the
community and local scouting. Besides run-
ning two successful automotive dealerships,
he actively volunteers for medical, educational
and religious organizations in Chicagoland.

Mr. Hawkinson still lives in Oak Lawn with his
wife, Rickie, both proud parents of Jeff (26),
April (21), and Erica (15).

Robert ‘‘Bob’’ Wilcox has been actively in-
volved in local scouting for 62 years. Bob’s
lengthy resume includes service as Committee
Chairman for St. Rita Troop 600, Commis-
sioner Staff in the Iroquois and Forest District,
and Vice-Chairman in the Iroquois District. For
12 years, Bob served as Scoutmaster for
Troop 600, administering over 60 scouts. Over
the years, Bob Wilcox received numerous
scouting awards. In 1973, he received the dis-
tinguished St. George Award by Cardinal John
Cody at Holy Name Cathedral.

Bob’s family clearly reflects his commitment
to scouting. His son Robert is an Eagle Scout
and Assistant Scoutmaster for Troop 33 of La
Grange, Illinois. Bob’s daughter Jeanny is an
Assistant Leader in Girl Scout Troop 170. All
four of Bob’s grandchildren are also involved
in scouting.

Fortunately, Bob’s many talents have not
been limited to scouting. In addition to his pre-
viously described proficiencies, Mr. Wilcox is a
highly-respected retired 44-year optician and
co-owner of Mahoney-Wilcox Opticians on
North Michigan Avenue in Chicago.

Again, it gives me great honor to recognize
these scout leaders today. Mr. Speaker, I
hope Bill Hawkinson and Bob Wilcox will con-
tinue to use their strength and leadership to
set a positive example to the citizens of the
3rd Congressional District of Illinois.
f

A TRIBUTE TO LISA SPECHT

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, my colleague,
Mr. WAXMAN and I, rise today to pay tribute to
Lisa Specht who will be honored by the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee as the recipient of the
prestigious Learned Hand Award, named in
memory of Judge Learned Hand and pre-
sented annually to a leader of the legal profes-
sion who has been ‘‘a voice of understanding
and goodwill.’’

We have known Lisa for many years and
have greatly enjoyed our friendship with this
charming and accomplished woman.

She is an individual of many talents. In her
distinguished career, she has been a tele-
vision commentator and panelist, a community
activist, a feminist and of course, a top-notch
lawyer. The Los Angeles Business Journal
lists her as one of Los Angeles County’s most
prominent attorneys and California Law Busi-
ness has named her as one of California’s top
100 Attorneys.

As a senior partner at the law firm of
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, Lisa specializes in
representing the firm’s clients before govern-
mental entities. Her considerable political acu-
men makes her a powerful force on their be-
half. in addition, she serves as a strategic pol-
icy and business advisor to many corporate
presidents and CEOs.

A champion of women’s rights, Lisa was a
co-founder of the Women’s Political Com-
mittee over twenty-five years ago and has
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worked tirelessly to recruit and support pro-
gressive woman candidates who run for public
office. She serves on the national board of the
National Organization of Women Legal De-
fense and Education Fund, and she is a Board
Member and former officer of Bet Tzedek
Legal Services.

Her interest in improving her community has
led her to give generously of her time, energy
and skills to numerous boards and commis-
sions including the Industry Policy Committee
of the United States Department of Commerce
and the Recreation and Parks Commission of
the City of Los Angeles. She is also a Trustee
of Pitzer College.

Supported by her husband, Ron Rogers,
Lisa has been a great force for good in her
chosen profession and in her community. We
are extremely proud of her many accomplish-
ments and ask our colleagues with great
pleasure to join us and the American Jewish
Committee in paying tribute to a remarkable
person and a wonderful friend, Lisa Specht.
f

TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN
CHRISTOPHER H. RISING

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the outstanding
career of one of the New York City’s finest,
Christopher H. Rising, who today is being
sworn in as Captain for the New York Police
Department. For the past 15 years, Captain
Rising has not only had a distinguished career
with the New York Police Department, but has
also been an outstanding leader on Long Is-
land.

As a life long resident of Long Island, Cap-
tain Rising began his career before earning
his degree from St. John’s University. Never
one to be satisfied with almost, Captain Rising
finished his degree at night. After his gradua-
tion, he decided to pursue a law degree as
well. Captain Rising spent four long years at-
tending St. John’s University Law School at
night, while continuing to meet all of his re-
sponsibilities as a police officer during the day.
To his credit and endurance, he not only
earned the Juris doctorate, but he did so with
honors.

A dedicated family man to his wife, Trish,
and their daughter Kaitlin, Captain Rising bal-
ances his life with his two loves—his family
and his career.

Which is why I would like to thank Captain
Rising for his dedication to the people of New
York. New Yorker’s like him make all of us
proud.
f

IN MEMORY OF THE LATE GEORGE
WHITNEY

HON. GARY G. MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000

Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, today I note with great sadness the pass-
ing of Mr. George Whitney, one of the great
community leaders of Upland, California.

Mr. Whitney unselfishly dedicated his life to
improve the lives of others. He was a founding
trustee of Pitzer College of the Claremont Col-
leges. He served Good Samaritan Hospital,
the California Historical Society, the Southwest
Museum, and the I.N. and Susanna H. Van
Nuys Foundation. He also served as president
of the Friends of the Huntington Library and
the Zamorano Club.

An Upland pioneer, Mr. Whitney moved to
the city as a toddler in 1916 and lived there
until his passing in January. During that time,
the San Gabriel Valley experiencing an un-
precedented amount of growth. From 1951
until 1963, Mr. Whitney headed the Upland
Planning Commission that was responsible for
designing the city’s master plan. Because of
his commitment to integrating the city’s rich
heritage with ample open space, Upland has
maintained its rural atmosphere nestled at the
base of the San Gabriel Mountains.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Whitney inspired his chil-
dren, his peers and all who knew him. With
his passing, our community has lost a mentor,
a great leader and a friend. God bless him
and his family.
f

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
ON SHIP SCRAPPING

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO
OF OREGON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000
Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

introduce legislation to address the pressing
problem of how to safely dispose of the U.S.
fleet of obsolete vessels which are threatening
to pollute our nation’s waterways. Currently,
the U.S. Maritime Administration maintains a
fleet of vessels located in waterways around
the country that are designated for disposal.
However, due to limitations under current law
and concerns about the conditions under
which these ships could be scrapped, these
ships remain rotting at anchor with no easy
disposal option in sight.

My legislation would authorize funding for a
ship scrapping pilot program at the U.S. Mari-
time Administration (MARAD). The legislation
would allow MARAD to pay qualifying U.S.
shipyards to scrap its obsolete vessels.

Under current law, MARAD is required to
make money off of its ship scrapping program.
However, because of the considerable ex-
pense of scrapping vessels in the U.S.,
MARAD has had difficulty in selling its obso-
lete vessels to U.S. shipyards. Until 1994,
MARAD sold most of its vessels designated
for scrapping to overseas shipyards. Many of
these ships ended up in shipyards in India
where workers toiled in horrific conditions. A
series of articles in the Baltimore Sun in De-
cember 1997 highlighted the environmental
and worker safety hazards facing the workers
who toiled on former U.S. government-owned
ships in India.

Following the 1997 articles and under pres-
sure from the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy and the U.S. Congress, MARAD stopped
sending its obsolete vessels overseas.
MARAD has not sold ships for scrapping over-
seas since 1994. However, there are few op-
tions in the U.S. for scrapping the obsolete
ships.

Shipyards scrapping vessels in the U.S.
must abide by U.S. labor and environmental

laws, making it a costly process. However,
under MARAD’s statutory mandate to maxi-
mize financial returns on its obsolete vessels,
it must try to sell the ships for scrapping.
Meanwhile, MARAD’s vessels are in extremely
poor condition and pose environmental risks
because they contain hazardous substances
such as PCBs and asbestos. A recent Depart-
ment of Transportation Inspector General (IG)
report cited these risks to illustrate why
MARAD’s ship scrapping program needs to be
revamped. The IG report recommended
changing the law requiring that MARAD maxi-
mize financial returns on the sale of its obso-
lete vessels.

‘‘Environmental dangers associated with
MARAD’s old, deteriorating ships are very real
and increasing daily,’’ the IG report stated.
‘‘Some vessels have deteriorated to a point
where a hammer can penetrate their hulls.’’

It’s time to let go of the fantasy that the U.S.
government can make money off of its obso-
lete ships. We should allow MARAD to pay
shipyards to do the scrapping in a responsible
and safe manner here in the U.S. By allowing
MARAD to pay for ship scrapping, MARAD
can reduce its inventory of obsolete ships and
remove the threat these vessels pose to our
waterways. In addition, paying shipyards to do
the scrapping work will create secure well paid
jobs in a domestic industry in need of new
business.

And finally, allowing MARAD to pay for ship
scrapping, may save money for the U.S. in the
long run. In fiscal year 1999, it cost MARAD
$5.2 million to maintain its fleet of obsolete
vessels. This is only the tip of the iceberg.
With no solution for disposing of its ships in
sight, MARAD’s inventory will continue to
grow. The inventory of obsolete vessels has
almost doubled over the last two years. It now
totals 110 vessels, with 88 designated for
scrapping. The U.S. Navy expects to transfer
18 additional vessels to MARAD by the end of
fiscal year 2001 alone. As these vessels con-
tinue to deteriorate the cost to keep them
afloat rises. For example, in 1999, MARAD
spent $1 million for an emergency hull repair
for one vessel alone.

My bill would establish a pilot program, simi-
lar to the one launched by the U.S. Navy, to
pay qualified U.S. shipyards to scrap its ves-
sels. The bill authorizes $40 million over three
years for the program.

The government’s current options are to
send its vessels to overseas shipyards where
third world workers toil in unspeakable condi-
tions, or leave them in U.S. harbors where
they risk polluting our waters. Unfortunately,
without financial incentives like those in my
legislation, these ships are not going any-
where.

The federal government needs to take re-
sponsibility for the environmental hazards and
safety risks posed by these vessels. My legis-
lation is a step towards solving this problem.
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE WORKER
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY ACT:
PROTECTING THE DOT-COM
AMERICAN DREAM

HON. RANDY ‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000
Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, today I

am honored to introduce the Worker Economic
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Opportunity Act, the House companion iden-
tical to S. 2323 introduced in the other body
by Senators MITCH MCCONNELL and CHRIS-
TOPHER DODD.

This legislation, supported in the House and
Senate, by Republicans and Democrats, with
the involvement of the private sector and the
Labor Department is being introduced for one
reason: to protect the dot-com American
Dream.

It will secure the opportunity for 65 million
Americans, union and non-union, who are
hourly and non-exempt employees to be
awarded stock options and other equity ar-
rangements, without fear that a ‘‘piece of the
rock’’ will hurt their overtime pay or expose
employers to bizarre and unintentional liability.

Recently, the Labor Department ruled that
one part of one old, very important law—the
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938—effectively
and quite unintentionally endangered the New
Economy practice of awarding stock options to
line employees.

The writers of that law never imagined that
anyone but the most senior executives could
be awarded stock options. Under the FLSA,
profits from stock options would have to be
taken into account when computing overtime,
an impossible task that endangered both stock
options and overtime pay for hourly workers.

But today, workers demand them. And em-
ployers are offering them.

The Sunday San Diego Union-Tribune, the
Washington Times and Washington Post, the
Wall Street Journal, and most every major
metropolitan daily newspaper employment
section is packed with job after job that offers
stock options, stock options, stock options.
That’s good for workers, and good for Amer-
ica, and part of the dot-com American Dream.

This bill is straightforward. It exempts these
stock options and equity-sharing benefits of
the New Economy from affecting people’s
rightful overtime pay yesterday, today and to-
morrow.

It’s supported by Republicans and Demo-
crats, the House and Senate, and the Admin-
istration, and the private-sector Coalition to
Promote Employee Stock Ownership rep-
resenting over 100 associations and employ-
ers.

PUBLIC RECOGNITION

I want to recognize and thank several Mem-
bers and other individuals whose work on this
has been so important.

On the Republican side, these members in-
clude Representatives STEVE KUYKENDALL,
TOM DAVIS and DOUG OSE, and Workforce
Protections Subcommittee Chairman CASS
BALLENGER, the gentleman from North Caro-
lina, whose panel has jurisdiction over this
issue.

On the Democratic side, these members in-
clude Representatives JIM MORAN, CAL
DOOLEY, ANNA ESHOO, TIM ROEMER, and many
others.

The Senate has been a strong partner, side
by side working together with us in the inter-
ests of American workers. I want to commend
the Labor Department, including Secretary
Alexis Herman, and Mr. Earl Gohl in the office
of the Secretary, for their conscientious hard
work. Lastly, I want to express my apprecia-
tion to the over 100 trade associations and
employers who participated in the private-sec-
tor Coalition to Promote Employee Stock Own-
ership, led by the able personnel of the Amer-
ican Electronics Association.

I look forward to my friend Chairman
BALLENGER taking up this important legislation
in committee. Given that it has strong bipar-
tisan, bicameral, Administration and private
sector support, that it will be moved promptly,
sent to the President, and signed into law. To-
gether, we will score a win for employees and
employers, for high-tech and low-tech, and for
the American Dream.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Mr. Speaker, a great deal of information
about this issue is available on the Internet.
For the benefit of my colleagues, I wish to in-
clude in the RECORD several web links that
provide helpful background information. These
include:

The LPA (formerly Labor Policy Association)
has several backgrounder papers, congres-
sional testimony, and news releases available
at http://www.lpa.org.

The Employment Policy Foundation likewise
has a background paper on this issue at http:/
/www.epf.org.

The Association of Private Pension and
Welfare Plans (APPWP) has background infor-
mation on stock options at http://
www.appwp.org/stockoptions.html, and on
stock ownership by nonexempt employees at
http://www.appwp.org/stocklownershiplnon-
exempt.html.

The House Education and Workforce Com-
mittee, Subcommittee on Workforce Protec-
tions has posted the prepared testimony from
its public hearing on this issue at http://
www.house.gov/edlworkforce/hearings/106th/
wp/flsastockop3200/wl322000.htm.

I encourage Members who wish to cospon-
sor this bill to contact me as soon as possible.
f

‘‘THE KEEP THE COLORADO RIVER
CLEAN ACT’’

HON. GEORGE MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, ten and a half million tons of toxic
mine wastes generated by the now-defunct
Atlas Mine are stored in a tailings pond lo-
cated immediately adjacent to the Colorado
River near Moab, Utah. The tailings pond, built
in the 1950’s is not lined, and as a result,
these radioactive and toxic wastes are seep-
ing down through the aquifer into the Colorado
River.

Water from the Colorado River makes up a
significant part of the drinking water supply for
Los Angeles, San Diego, Las Vegas, Phoenix
and Tucson, and is used additionally to irrigate
hundreds of thousands of acres of agricultural
lands. Moreover, the tailings pond, which has
been designated as critical habitat for four en-
dangered species, is situated between
Canyonlands and Arches National Parks.

Leaving a huge, leaking tailings pile right
next to the Colorado River does not make
sense. In the event of flood, the river could
easily be contaminated. Yet, until recently, the
federal government was willing to allow the
Atlas Corporation to reclaim the site by simply
placing a dirt cap over the top of the pile. This
plan will not stop contamination of the Colo-
rado River, which is expected to continue for
hundreds of years. To address this problem,
on January 19, 1999, Representatives PELOSI,

GUTIERREZ, FILNER and I introduced H.R. 393,
a bill to require the Department of Energy to
move the tailings to a safe location and then
direct the Attorney General to ascertain the li-
ability of the Atlas Corporation, and its parent
companies, to secure reimbursement as ap-
propriate. This bill was referred to the Com-
merce Committee where it has languished.

I introduced this bill after years of advo-
cating removal of these toxic wastes from the
banks of the Colorado River. But, until now
the Executive Branch has refused to take re-
sponsibility for cleaning up this site. Thank-
fully, Energy Secretary Bill Richardson has
recognized the foolishness of this approach
and, earlier this year, proposed an ‘‘agree-
ment-in-principle’’ that will enable the aban-
doned Atlas uranium mill tailings site to be
moved away from the Colorado River to a
safer location. The Administration has also re-
quested $10 million for fiscal year 2001 to un-
dertake the studies and data collection nec-
essary to reclaim the Atlas site.

In addition to moving the toxic tailings away
from the Colorado River, Secretary Richard-
son’s proposal also includes solutions to sev-
eral other public lands issues in Utah: the re-
turn of certain federal lands to the Northern
Ute Indian Tribe; reservation of a production
royalty on future oil and gas development of
those lands; and protection of a quarter-mile
corridor along 75-miles of the Green River ad-
jacent to Ute tribal lands.

This week, I joined Representatives CAN-
NON, FILNER, NAPOLITANO, and 47 other House
colleagues in sponsoring H.R. 4165—a re-
vised bi-partisan bill that will accomplish the
full range of goals outlined by the Department
of Energy and Interior—and most importantly,
will assure that the toxic mill tailings are
moved away from the Colorado River to a
safe location.
f

DENMARK’S CROWN PRINCE
MAKES DARING TREK ACROSS
GREENLAND

HON. TOM LANTOS
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, as a Co-Chair of
the Danish Caucus, I would like to take a mo-
ment to recognize and commend the actions
of the young heir to the Danish throne, Crown
Prince Frederik. It is quite encouraging to see
a young man who serves as a model of be-
havior for the youth of Denmark and who uses
his time and influence to educate others and
serve his country. Presently—instead of loung-
ing about Frederiksborg, the Danish Royal
Palace—Prince Frederik is serving as the
medic for a four month, 2,200 mile dog sled
expedition across Greenland with five other
members of the Greenland patrol.

The Los Angeles Times (March 3, 2000) de-
scribed the Prince’s adventure: ‘‘The 31-year-
old heir to the Danish throne has . . . served
in the army, navy, and Danish version of the
Seabees. The Harvard graduate will get his pi-
lot’s license and will train with the air force
after the Greenland expedition, [called] Sirius
2000.’’

Every step of Sirius 2000 is broadcast on
the expedition’s website (http://
www.expedition.tv2.dk), which has drawn
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‘‘enormous interest, especially among school
children who are following the expedition as
part of their studies,’’ according to Freddy
Neuman, whose public relations agency is
handling media inquiries about the trip. The ef-
fort unites TV2 with the Ministry of Education
in a project to teach young Danes about
Greenland.

Crown Prince Frederik’s daring outdoor ad-
venture teaches schoolchildren and the gen-
eral public alike about Greenland, the frigid
and thinly populated land that has been under
Danish rule for most of the last two centuries.
According to the Los Angeles Times, ‘‘Schol-
ars and scientists at the Arctic Institute and
the Danish Polar Council here say they are
thrilled that Frederik’s participation is putting
the territory, its indigenous people, and the
Greenland Patrol—which is marking its 50th
anniversary with the event—on the global
map.’’ Leif Vanggaard, a retired navy captain
and surgeon with 30 years experience treating
Arctic injuries, said of the expedition: ‘‘The TV
programs and web site and all these connec-
tions to schools make it educational as well as
functional.’’

Mr. Speaker, Crown Prince Frederik’s trek
across frigid Greenland is helping to remind

mainland Denmark of its other thinly popu-
lated, yet environmentally rich territory. The
Prince’s daily courage and dedication to his
mission and the nation are notable accom-
plishments, and an inspirational demonstration
of how a privileged young man can wisely use
his public visibility to benefit others.

f

ALPHONSE STROOBANTS

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 5, 2000

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, on April 1, 2000,
Mr. Alphonse Stroobants received the Charles
Sackett Heart Award from the American Heart
Association, Centra Health and the Cardiology
Associates of Central Virginia.

The Coveted Charles Sackett award was
named for Dr. Charles Sackett, whose drive
and vision for cardiac services has made a
long lasting impact on the Central Virginia
Community.

In his acceptance remarks Mr. Stroobants
spoke of his former co-workers at the medical

community, and of his many friends through
the years.

The son of a coal miner, Alphonse
Stroobants was raised in war ravaged Bel-
gium. He fled the Nazi occupation on bicycle
into France when he was nine years old in the
early 1940’s with his parents.

He immigrated to the United States in 1956
and took his first job as an apprentice for a
tool and die maker in New York state.

Responding to an ad in the newspaper, he
moved to Lynchburg in 1959. He eventually
purchased the company where he was work-
ing and grew Belgium Tool and Die into a suc-
cessful business with annual sales in excess
of twenty five-million dollars. He sold the com-
pany and retired in 1990.

Mr. Stroobants gift to Centra Health has fur-
ther assisted the development of cardiac serv-
ices for Central Virginians and the Heart Cen-
ter is named in his honor.

Long known for his generosity and competi-
tive spirit, he has remained a loyal friend to
Virginia. His love for the community is gen-
uine, and his service and philanthropy exem-
plary.

Mr. Speaker I am honored to know and
have as a friend Alphonse Stroobants.
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,

agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
April 6, 2000 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

APRIL 10

1 p.m.
Aging

To hold hearings to examine funerals and
burials, focusing on protecting con-
sumers from bad practices.

SD–106

APRIL 11

9:30 a.m.
Appropriations
Interior Subcommittee

To hold hearings on proposed budget es-
timates for fiscal year 2001 for the De-
partment of Energy.

SD–138
Commerce, Science, and Transportation

To hold hearings to examine the effects
of permanent, normalized trade rela-
tions with China on the U.S. economy.

SR–253
Armed Services

To hold hearings on the nominations of
Bernard Daniel Rostker, of Virginia, to
be Under Secretary of Defense for Per-
sonnel and Readiness; Gregory Robert
Dahlberg, of Virginia, to be Under Sec-
retary of the Army; and Madelyn R.
Creedon, of Indiana, to be Deputy Ad-
ministrator for Defense Programs, Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administra-
tion.

SR–222
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry

To hold hearings on the nomination of
Christopher A. McLean, of Nebraska,
to be Administrator, Rural Utilities
Service, Department of Agriculture; to
be followed by hearings to examine the
Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether (MTBE)
crisis and the future of renewable fuels.

SR–328A
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Children and Families Subcommittee

To hold hearings to examine early child-
hood programs for low-income families.

SD–430
10 a.m.

Energy and Natural Resources
To hold hearings on S. 282, to provide

that no electric utility shall be re-
quired to enter into a new contract or
obligation to purchase or to sell elec-
tricity or capacity under section 210 of
the Public Utility Regulatory Policies

Act of 1978; S. 516, to benefit consumers
by promoting competition in the elec-
tric power industry; S. 1047, to provide
for a more competitive electric power
industry; S. 1284, to amend the Federal
Power Act to ensure that no State may
establish, maintain, or enforce on be-
half of any electric utility an exclusive
right to sell electric energy or other-
wise unduly discriminate against any
consumer who seeks to purchase elec-
tric energy in interstate commerce
from any supplier; S. 1273, to amend
the Federal Power Act, to facilitate
the transition to more competitive and
efficient electric power markets; S.
1369, to enhance the benefits of the na-
tional electric system by encouraging
and supporting State programs for re-
newable energy sources, universal elec-
tric service, affordable electric service,
and energy conservation and efficiency;
S. 2071, to benefit electricity con-
sumers by promoting the reliability of
the bulk-power system; and S. 2098, to
facilitate the transition to more com-
petitive and efficient electric power
markets, and to ensure electric reli-
ability.

SH–216
2:30 p.m.

Foreign Relations
To hold hearings on United States policy

towards China, focusing on permanent
normal trade status.

SD–430

APRIL 12

9:30 a.m.
Appropriations
VA, HUD, and Independent Agencies Sub-

committee
To hold hearings on proposed budget es-

timates for fiscal year 2001 for the Cor-
poration for National and Community
Service, Community Development Fi-
nancial Institutions, and Chemical
Safety Board.

SD–138
Judiciary
Administrative Oversight and the Courts

Subcommittee
To resume oversight hearings on the

handling of the investigation of Peter
Lee.

SH–216
Joint Economic Committee

To hold hearings to examine reform of
the International Monetary Fund and
the World Bank.

311 Cannon Building
Indian Affairs

To hold oversight hearings on the report
of the Academy for Public Administra-
tion on Bureau of Indian Affairs man-
agement reform.

SR–485
Commerce, Science, and Transportation

To hold hearings on S. 2255, to amend the
Internet Tax Freedom Act to extend
the moratorium through calendar year
2006.

SR–253
10 a.m.

Appropriations
Defense Subcommittee

To hold hearings on proposed budget es-
timates for fiscal year 2001 for the De-
partment of Defense, focusing on mis-
sile defense programs.

SD–192
Governmental Affairs

To hold hearings to examnie the
Wassenaar arrangement and the future
of multilateral export control.

SD–342

Environment and Public Works
To hold hearings on the disposal of low

activity radioactive waste.
SD–406

11 a.m.
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions

Business meeting to consider S. 2311, to
revise and extend the Ryan White
CARE Act programs under title XXVI
of the Public Health Service Act, to
improve access to health care and the
quality of health care under such pro-
grams, and to provide for the develop-
ment of increased capacity to provide
health care and related support serv-
ices to individuals and families with
HIV disease; the proposed Organ Pro-
curement and Transplantation Net-
work Act Amendments of 2000; the
nomination of Mel Carnahan, of Mis-
souri, to be a Member of the Board of
Trustees of the Harry S Truman Schol-
arship Foundation; the nomination of
Edward B. Montgomery, of Maryland,
to be Deputy Secretary of Labor; the
nomination of Marc Racicot, of Mon-
tana, to be a Member of the Board of
Directors of the Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service; the
nomination of Alan D. Solomont, of
Massachusetts, to be a Member of the
Board of Directors of the Corporation
for National and Community Service;
the nomination of Scott O. Wright, of
Missouri, to be a Member of the Board
of Trustees of the Harry S Truman
Scholarship Foundation for the re-
mainder of the term expiring December
10, 2003; and the nomination of Nathan
O. Hatch, of Indiana, to be a Member of
the National Council on the Human-
ities for the term expiring January 26,
2006.

SD–430
2 p.m.

Foreign Relations
International Economic Policy, Export and

Trade Promotion Subcommittee
To hold hearings on the status of infra-

structure projects for Caspian Sea en-
ergy resources.

SD–419
2:30 p.m.

Energy and Natural Resources
Water and Power Subcommittee

To hold oversight hearings to examine
federal actions affecting hydropower
operations on the Columbia River sys-
tem.

SD–366

APRIL 13
9:30 a.m.

Appropriations
VA, HUD, and Independent Agencies Sub-

committee
To hold hearings on proposed budget es-

timates for fiscal year 2001 for the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration.

SD–138
Energy and Natural Resources

To resume hearings on S. 282, to provide
that no electric utility shall be re-
quired to enter into a new contract or
obligation to purchase or to sell elec-
tricity or capacity under section 210 of
the Public Utility Regulatory Policies
Act of 1978; S. 516, to benefit consumers
by promoting competition in the elec-
tric power industry; S. 1047, to provide
for a more competitive electric power
industry; S. 1284, to amend the Federal
Power Act to ensure that no State may
establish, maintain, or enforce on be-
half of any electric utility an exclusive
right to sell electric energy or other-
wise unduly discriminate against any
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consumer who seeks to purchase elec-
tric energy in interstate commerce
from any supplier; S. 1273, to amend
the Federal Power Act, to facilitate
the transition to more competitive and
efficient electric power markets; S.
1369, to enhance the benefits of the na-
tional electric system by encouraging
and supporting State programs for re-
newable energy sources, universal elec-
tric service, affordable electric service,
and energy conservation and efficiency;
S. 2071, to benefit electricity con-
sumers by promoting the reliability of
the bulk-power system; and S. 2098, to
facilitate the transition to more com-
petitive and efficient electric power
markets, and to ensure electric reli-
ability.

SH–216
2:30 p.m.

Energy and Natural Resources
Forests and Public Land Management Sub-

committee
To hold hearings on S. 2034, to establish

the Canyons of the Ancients National
Conservation Area.

SD–366

APRIL 25
2:30 p.m.

Energy and Natural Resources
Water and Power Subcommittee

To hold hearings on S. 2239, to authorize
the Bureau of Reclamation to provide
cost sharing for the endangered fish re-
covery implementation programs for
the Upper Colorado River and San Juan
River basins.

SD–366

APRIL 26
10 a.m.

Appropriations
Defense Subcommittee

To hold hearings on proposed budget es-
timates for fiscal year 2001 for the De-
partment of Defense.

SD–192

APRIL 27

9:30 a.m.
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry

To hold hearings on pending legislation
on agriculture concentration of owner-
ship and competitive issues.

SR–328A

SEPTEMBER 26

9:30 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs

To hold joint hearings with the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs on the
Legislative recommendation of the
American Legion.

345 Cannon Building

POSTPONEMENTS

APRIL 19

9:30 a.m.
Indian Affairs

Business meeting to consider pending
calendar business; to be followed by
hearings on S. 611, to provide for ad-
ministrative procedures to extend Fed-
eral recognition to certain Indian
groups.

SR–485
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Wednesday, April 5, 2000

Daily Digest
HIGHLIGHTS

House committees ordered reported 12 sundry measures.
The House passed H.R. 3660, Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act; H.R. 3671,

Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Programs Improvements Act.

Senate
Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages S2145–S2267
Measures Introduced: Eleven bills and two resolu-
tions were introduced, as follows: S. 2357–2367, and
S. Res. 281–282.                                                        Page S2233

Measures Reported: Reports were made as follows:
Special Report of the Joint Economic Committee,

Congress of the United States on the 2000 Economic
Report of the President. (S. Rept. No. 106–255)
                                                                                            Page S2233

Measures Passed:
Congratulating Michigan State University

Men’s Basketball Team: Senate agreed to S. Res.
281, to congratulate the Michigan State University
Men’s Basketball Team on winning the 2000 Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association Men’s Basket-
ball Championship.                                           Pages S2156–57

Congratulating University of Connecticut Wom-
en’s Basketball Team: Senate agreed to S. Res. 282,
congratulating the Huskies of the University of Con-
necticut for winning the 2000 Women’s Basketball
Championship.                                        Pages S2157–59, S2264

Congressional Budget Resolution: Senate contin-
ued consideration of S. Con. Res. 101, setting forth
the congressional budget for the United States Gov-
ernment for fiscal years 2001 through 2005 and re-
vising the budgetary levels for fiscal year 2000, tak-
ing action on the following amendments proposed
thereto:                       Pages S2145–56, S2159–S2227, S2264–67

Adopted:
By 99 yeas to 1 nay (Vote No. 53), Hutchison/

Ashcroft Amendment No. 2914, to express the sense
of the Senate to provide for relief from the marriage
penalty tax.                                                            Pages S2145–56

Domenici (for Johnson) Amendment No. 2928, to
provide funding for certain health care programs for
military retirees and their dependents.    Pages S2178–79

Domenici (for Johnson) Amendment No. 2929 (to
Amendment No. 2928), to limit the amount of the
reserve fund for military retiree health care.
                                                                                            Page S2179

Rejected:
Bingaman Amendment No. 2926, to provide

funding for certain education programs. (By 54 yeas
to 46 nays (Vote No. 54), Senate tabled the amend-
ment.)                                                   Pages S2159–78, S2195–96

Conrad Amendment No. 2935 (to Amendment
No. 2906), to increase the amount of debt reduction
contained in the resolution by $75 billion over 5
years. (By 52 yeas to 48 nays (Vote No. 55), Senate
tabled the amendment.)                     Pages S2190–95, S2196

Pending:
Stevens Amendment No. 2931, to strike certain

provisions relating to emergency designation spend-
ing point of order.

Stevens Amendment No. 2932, to strike certain
provisions relating to Congressional firewall for de-
fense and non-defense spending.

Byrd/Warner Amendment No. 2943, to express
the sense of the Senate on the continued use of Fed-
eral fuel taxes for the construction and rehabilitation
of our nation’s highways, bridges, and transit sys-
tems.                                                                   Pages S2197–S2206

Roth Amendment No. 2955, to strike the revenue
assumption for Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
(ANWR) receipts in fiscal year 2005.     Pages S2206–22

Robb Amendment No. 2965, to reduce revenue
cuts by $5.9 billion over the next five years to help
fund school modernization projects.         Pages S2222–27

Durbin Amendment No. 2953, to provide for
debt reduction and to protect the Social Security
Trust Fund.                                                           Pages S2264–67
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During consideration of this measure today, Senate
also took the following action:

By 51 yeas to 49 nays (Vote No. 52), three-fifths
of those Senators duly chosen and sworn not having
voted in the affirmative, Senate rejected the motion
to waive the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 with
respect to consideration of Robb Amendment No.
2915 (to Amendment No. 2914), to condition Sen-
ate consideration of any tax cut reconciliation legisla-
tion on previous enactment of legislation to provide
an outpatient prescription drug benefit under the
Medicare program that is consistent with Medicare
reform. Subsequently, a point of order that the
amendment was in violation of section 305(b)(2) of
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 was sustained,
and the amendment thus fell.                      Pages S2145–55

By 16 yeas to 84 nays (Vote No. 56), three-fifths
of those Senators duly chosen and sworn not having
voted in the affirmative, Senate rejected a motion to
waive section 305 of the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974 with respect to consideration of Allard/Enzi/
Grams Amendment No. 2906, to protect social secu-
rity and provide for repayment of the Federal debt.
Subsequently, a point of order that the amendment
was not germane to the provisions of the Budget
Resolution was sustained, and the amendment thus
fell.                                                         Pages S2179–90, S2196–97

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding for further consideration of the resolution on
Thursday, April 6, 2000, and there be 8 hours and
30 minutes remaining on the resolution, with votes
to occur on the pending Byrd/Warner Amendment
No. 2943 (listed above), and the pending Roth
Amendment No. 2955 (listed above), beginning at
10:30 a.m.                                                      Pages S2225, S2264

Messages From the President: Senate received the
following message from the President of the United
States:

Transmitting the Department of Transportation’s
Biennial Report on Hazardous Materials Transpor-
tation; to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation. (PM–99)                                        Page S2232

Nominations Received: Senate received the fol-
lowing nomination:

Jay A. Garcia-Gregory, of Puerto Rico, to be
United States District Judge for the District of Puer-
to Rico vice Raymond L. Acosta, retired.      Page S2267

Messages From the President:                Pages S2231–32

Communications:                                             Pages S2232–33

Petitions:                                                                       Page S2233

Executive Reports of Committees:               Page S2233

Statements on Introduced Bills:            Pages S2234–49

Additional Cosponsors:                                       Page S2249

Amendments Submitted:                           Pages S2251–63

Notices of Hearings:                                              Page S2263

Authority for Committees:                        Pages S2263–64

Additional Statements:                                Pages S2230–31

Privileges of the Floor:                                        Page S2264

Record Votes: Five record votes were taken today.
(Total—56)                                        Pages S2155–56, S2196–97

Adjournment: Senate convened at 9:31 a.m., and
adjourned at 10:33 p.m., until 9:30 a.m., on Thurs-
day, April 6, 2000. (For Senate’s program, see the
remarks of the Acting Majority Leader in today’s
Record on page S2264.)

Committee Meetings
(Committees not listed did not meet)

APPROPRIATIONS—INTERIOR
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Interior
concluded hearings on proposed budget estimates for
fiscal year 2001 for the Department of the Interior,
after receiving testimony from Bruce Babbitt, Sec-
retary, and John D. Trezise, Director, Office of
Budget, both of the Department of the Interior.

BUSINESS MEETING
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: Committee
ordered favorably reported the following business
items:

S. 1608, to provide annual payments to the States
and counties from National Forest System lands
managed by the Forest Service, and the revested Or-
egon and California Railroad and reconveyed Coos
Bay Wagon Road grant lands managed predomi-
nately by the Bureau of Land Management, for use
by the counties in which the lands are situated for
the benefit of the public schools, roads, emergency
and other public purposes; to encourage and provide
new mechanism for cooperation between counties
and the Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Man-
agement to make necessary investments in federal
lands, and reaffirm the positive connection between
Federal Lands counties and Federal Lands, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute;

S. 1705 to direct the Secretary of the Interior to
enter into land exchanges to acquire from the private
owner and to convey to the State of Idaho approxi-
mately 1,240 acres of land near the City of Rocks
National Reserve, Idaho;

S. 1727, to authorize for the expansion annex of
the historic Palace of the Governors, a public history
museum located, and relating to the history of His-
panic and Native American culture, in the South-
west, with an amendment;
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S. 1849, to designate segments and tributaries of
White Clay Creek, Delaware and Pennsylvania, as a
component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System, with an amendment;

S. 1910, to amend the Act establishing Women’s
Rights National Historical Park to permit the Sec-
retary of the Interior to acquire title in fee simple
to the Hunt House located in Waterloo, New York,
with an amendment;

H.R. 1615, to amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act to extend the designation of a portion of the
Lamprey River in New Hampshire as a recreational
river to include an additional river segment;

S. 311, to authorize the Disabled Veterans’ LIFE
Memorial Foundation to establish a memorial in the
District of Columbia or its environs, with an amend-
ment;

S. 1836, to extend the deadline for commence-
ment of construction of a hydroelectric project in the
State of Alabama;

S. 1892, to authorize the acquisition of the Valles
Caldera, to provide for an effective land and wildlife
management program for this resource within the
Department of Agriculture, with an amendment in
the nature of a substitute;

H.R. 3063, to amend the Mineral Leasing Act to
increase the maximum acreage of Federal leases for
sodium that may be held by an entity in any one
State;

S. 1797, to provide for a land conveyance to the
City of Craig, Alaska, with an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute;

S. 1778, to provide for equal exchanges of land
around the Cascade Reservoir, with an amendment
in the nature of a substitute; and

The nomination of Thomas A. Fry, III, of Texas,
to be Director of the Bureau of Land Management,
Department of the Interior.

ARCTIC ENERGY POTENTIAL
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: Committee
concluded hearings to examine the energy potential
of the 1002 Area of the Arctic Coastal Plain, the
role this energy could play in national security; the
role this energy could play in reducing U.S. depend-
ence on imported oil, and S. 2214, to establish and
implement a competitive oil and gas leasing pro-
gram that will result in an environmentally sound
and job creating program for the exploration, devel-
opment, and production of the oil and gas resources
of the Coastal Plain, after receiving testimony from
Alaska Governor Tony Knowles, Juneau; David J.
Hayes, Deputy Secretary of the Interior; Brenda Itta
Lee, Arctic Slope Regional Corporation, Barrow,
Alaska; Gerald L. Hood, Alaska General Teamsters
Local 959, on behalf of the International Brother-

hood of Teamsters, and Roger C. Herrera, Northern
Knowledge, both of Anchorage, Alaska; W. Thomas
Goerold, Lookout Mountain Analysis, Golden Colo-
rado, on behalf of the Alaska Wilderness League; and
Luci Beach, Gwich’in Nation, Fort Yukon, Alaska.

MEDICAID IN SCHOOLS
Committee on Finance: Committee concluded hearings
to examine Medicaid policies and practices related to
school-based health services and administrative ac-
tivities, after receiving testimony from Kathryn G.
Allen, Associate Director, Health Financing and
Public Health Issues, and Robert H. Hast, Acting
Assistant Comptroller General for Special Investiga-
tions, both of the General Accounting Office; Tim-
othy Westmoreland, Director, Center for Medicaid
and State Operations, Health Care Financing Ad-
ministration, Department of Health and Human
Services; Lynn Davenport, MAXIMUS, Inc., Wal-
tham, Massachusetts; Susan Sclafani, Houston Inde-
pendent School District, Texas; and Jacquelin Gold-
en, National Parent Network on Disabilities, Balti-
more, Maryland, on behalf of the American Physical
Therapy Association.

UN PEACEKEEPING MISSIONS
Committee on Foreign Relations: Subcommittee on
International Operations held hearings on United
Nations peacekeeping missions and their prolifera-
tion, focusing on the principles underlying tradi-
tional U.N. peacekeeping, expansion of peacekeeping
into new and non-tradition fields after the end of the
Cold War, outcomes of recent missions, and the
question of American interest implications, receiving
testimony from John Hillen, Arlington, Virginia, on
behalf of the U.S. Commission on National Security/
21st Century (Hart-Rudman Commission); John R.
Bolton, American Enterprise Institute for Public
Policy Research, and Michael O’Hanlon, Brookings
Institution, both of Washington, D.C.; and Kenneth
Allard, Stratfor.com, Alexandria, Virginia.

Hearings recessed subject to call.

HOLOCAUST LEGACIES
Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee held hear-
ings on legacies of the Holocaust, focusing on pro-
viding a forum for discussion, exposing long-sup-
pressed truths about World War II and Holocaust-
era assets, and to bring justice to survivors and vic-
tims, receiving testimony from Stuart E. Eizenstat,
Deputy Secretary of Treasury/Special Representative
of the Secretary of State and the President on Holo-
caust-Related Issues; Edgar M. Bronfman, Chairman,
Presidential Advisory Commission on Holocaust As-
sets in the United States; Elie Wiesel, Boston Uni-
versity, Boston, Massachusetts; Mark B. Levin, Na-
tional Conference of Soviet Jewry, and David A.

VerDate 20-MAR-2000 07:30 Apr 06, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0627 Sfmt 0627 E:\CR\FM\D05AP0.REC pfrm04 PsN: D05AP0



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — DAILY DIGEST D317April 5, 2000

Harris, American Jewish Committee, both of Wash-
ington, D.C.; and Israel Singer, World Jewish Con-
gress, New York, New York.

Hearings recessed subject to call.

ALLEGED CHINESE ESPIONAGE
Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on Admin-
istrative Oversight and the Courts resumed open and
closed oversight hearings on alleged Chinese espio-
nage, focusing on the plea-bargain agreement
reached in the case of Peter Lee, receiving testimony
from Jonathan Shapiro, Los Angeles, California,
former Assistant U.S. Attorney in the Central Dis-
trict of California.

Committee will meet again Wednesday, April 12.

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM
Committee on Rules and Administration: Committee
concluded hearings to examine the role of political
parties in America, focusing on campaign finance re-
form issues, after receiving testimony from Rep-
resentatives Shays and Meehan; Bobby R. Burchfield,
Covington and Burling, Scott Harshbarger, Common
Cause, and Charles E.M. Kolb, Committee for Eco-

nomic Development, all of Washington, D.C.; Mi-
chael C. Munger, Duke University, Department of
Political Science, Durham, North Carolina; Robert
T. Bennett, Ohio Republican Party, Columbus; and
Dylan C. Glenn, Albany, Georgia.

NOMINATION
Committee on Indian Affairs: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported the nomination of Thomas N.
Slonaker, of Arizona, to be Special Trustee, Office of
Special Trustee for American Indians, Department of
the Interior.

INDIAN NEEDS ASSESSMENT AND
PROGRAM EVALUATION
Committee on Indian Affairs: Committee concluded
hearings on S. 612, to provide for periodic Indian
needs assessments, and to require Federal Indian pro-
gram evaluations, after receiving testimony from
Kevin Gover, Assistant Secretary of the Interior for
Indian Affairs; JoAnn K. Chase, National Congress
of American Indians, Washington, D.C.; and Britt
E. Clapham, II, Navajo Nation Department of Jus-
tice, Window Rock, Arizona.

h

House of Representatives
Chamber Action
Bills Introduced: 18 public bills, H.R. 4180–4197;
and 5 resolutions, H. Con. Res. 298–299 and H.
Res. 461–463, were introduced.                 Pages H1851–52

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows:
Supplemental report on H.R. 1776, to expand

homeownership in the United States (H. Rept.
106–553 Part 2); and

H. Res. 460, providing for consideration of H.R.
1776, to expand homeownership in the United
States (H. Rept. 106–562).                                   Page H1851

Speaker Pro Tempore: Read a letter from the
Speaker wherein he designated Representative
Gillmor to act as Speaker pro tempore for today.
                                                                                            Page H1767

Guest Chaplain: The prayer was offered by the Rev.
Jim Fisher, Chaplain, United States Coast Guard of
Washington, D.C.                                                      Page H1767

Sequoia Ecosystem and Recreation Preserve Act:
Agreed that Representative George Miller of Cali-
fornia be hereafter considered as the first sponsor of
H.R. 2077, a bill originally introduced by the late

Honorable George Brown of California, for the pur-
poses of adding cosponsors and requesting reprints.
                                                                                            Page H1767

Partial-Birth Abortion Ban Act: The House passed
H.R. 3660, to amend title 18, United States Code,
to ban partial-birth abortions by a yea and nay vote
of 287 yeas to 141 nays, Roll No. 104.
                                                                             Pages H1779–H1801

Rejected the Frank of Massachusetts motion to re-
commit the bill to the Committee on the Judiciary
with instructions to report it back with an amend-
ment that exempts a partial-birth abortion to avert
serious adverse longterm physical health con-
sequences by a yea and nay vote of 140 yeas to 289
nays, Roll No. 103.                                    Pages H1799–H1801

H. Res. 457, the rule that provided for consider-
ation of the bill was agreed to by a yea and nay vote
of 244 yeas to 179 nays, Roll No. 102.
                                                                                    Pages H1771–79

Committee on Banking and Financial Services:
The Committee on Banking and Financial Services
received permission to file a supplemental report on
H.R. 1776, American Homeownership and Eco-
nomic Opportunity Act.                                         Page H1801
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Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Programs
Improvements Act: The House passed H.R. 3671,
to amend the Acts popularly known as the Pittman-
Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act and the Dingell-
Johnson Sport Fish Restoration Act to enhance the
funds available for grants to States for fish and wild-
life conservation projects and increase opportunities
for recreational hunting, bow hunting, trapping,
archery, and fishing, by eliminating opportunities for
waste, fraud, abuse, maladministration, and unau-
thorized expenditures for administration and execu-
tion of those Acts by a yea and nay vote of 423 yeas
to 2 nays, Roll No. 105.                                Pages H1806–21

Agreed to the Committee on Resources amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute made in order by
the rule.                                                                   Pages H1815–20

Agreed to:
Young of Alaska amendment that increases the

cap on the amounts authorized in the bill for the an-
nual Set-Asides for Administration and makes tech-
nical changes;                                                               Page H1818

Udall of Colorado amendment that requires an
implementation report on the Act from the Secretary
of the Interior; and                                                    Page H1819

Traficant amendment that requires compliance
with the Buy American Act.                        Pages H1819–20

H. Res. 455, the rule that provided for consider-
ation of the bill was agreed to by a voice vote.
                                                                                    Pages H1801–06

Presidential Message—Transportation of Haz-
ardous Materials: Read a message from the Presi-
dent wherein he transmitted the Department of
Transportation biennial report on the transportation
of hazardous materials for Calendar Years
1996–1997—referred to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure.                                Page H1821

Quorum Calls—Votes: Four yea and nay votes de-
veloped during the proceedings of the House today
and appear on pages H1778–79, H1800–01,
H1801, and H1820–21. There were no quorum
calls.
Adjournment: The House met at 10:00 a.m. and
adjourned at 9:40 p.m.

Committee Meetings
COMMERCE, JUSTICE, STATE AND
JUDICIARY APPROPRIATIONS
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Com-
merce, Justice, State, and Judiciary held a hearing on
U.S. Trade Representative. Testimony was heard
from Charlene Barshefsky, U.S. Trade Representa-
tive.

INTERIOR APPROPRIATIONS
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Interior
held an oversight hearing on the Everglades. Testi-
mony was heard from Jim Wells, Director, Energy
and Natural Resources Division, GAO; and Mary
Doyle, Chairperson, South Florida Task Force, and
Counselor to the Secretary, Department of the Inte-
rior.

LABOR-HHS-EDUCATION
APPROPRIATIONS
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Education contin-
ued appropriation hearings. Testimony was heard
from public witnesses.

VA, HUD AND INDEPENDENT AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on VA,
HUD, and Independent Agencies held a hearing on
the Department of Veterans Affairs. Testimony was
heard from the following officials of the Department
of Veterans Affairs: Thomas Garthwaite, M.D., Act-
ing Under Secretary, Health; John Feussner, M.D.,
Chief Research and Development Officer; Kenneth
Clark, Chief Network Officer; Joseph Thompson,
Under Secretary, Benefits; Michael Walker, Acting
Under Secretary, Memorial Affairs; Richard Griffin,
Inspector General; Edward Powell, Assistant Sec-
retary, Financial Management; Mark Catlett, Deputy
Assistant Secretary, Budget; Leigh Bradley, General
Counsel; E.D. Clark, Chairman, Board of Veterans
Appeals; Harold Gracey, Jr., Acting Assistant Sec-
retary, Information and Technology; Eugene
Brickhouse, Assistant Secretary, Human Resources
and Administration; and Dennis Duffy, Assistant
Secretary, Planning and Analysis, and Acting Sec-
retary, Congressional Affairs.

ENERGY POLICY ACT TECHNICS;
NATIONAL OILHEAT RESEARCH
Committee on Commerce, Subcommittee on Energy and
Power held a hearing on H.R. 2641, to make tech-
nical corrections to title X of the Energy Policy Act
of 1992. Testimony was heard from James J. Fiori,
Deputy Assistant Secretary, Environmental Manage-
ment for Site Closure, Department of Energy; and
public witnesses.

The Subcommittee also held a hearing on H.R.
380, National Oilheat Research Alliance Act of
1999. Testimony was heard from public witnesses.

EDUCATION OPTIONS
Committee on Education and the Workforce: Began mark-
up of H.R. 4141, Education Opportunities To Pro-
tect and Invest In Our Nation’s Students (Education
OPTIONS) Act.
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Will continue tomorrow.

OSHA’S EMPLOYEE WORK AT HOME
POLICY
Committee on Education and the Workforce: Sub-
committee on Oversight and Investigations held a
hearing on Rulemaking at the U.S. Department of
Labor: OSHA’s Employee Work at Home Policy.
Testimony was heard from the following officials of
the Department of Labor: Edward Montgomery,
Deputy Secretary; and Sally Patricia Paxton, Deputy
Solicitor; and public witnesses.

OVERSIGHT—2000 CENSUS
Committee on Government Reform: Subcommittee on the
Census held an oversight hearing of the 2000 Cen-
sus: Mail-back Response Rates and Status of Key
Operations. Testimony was heard from J. Chris-
topher Mihm, Associate Director, Federal Manage-
ment and Workforce Issues, GAO; and Kenneth
Prewitt, Director, Bureau of the Census, Department
of Commerce.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES
Committee on Government Reform: Subcommittee on
Government Management, Information, and Tech-
nology approved for full Committee action the fol-
lowing measures: H.R. 1625, Human Rights Infor-
mation Act; H.R. 4110, to amend title 44, United
States Code, to authorize appropriations for the Na-
tional Historical Publications and Records Commis-
sion for fiscal years 2002 through 2005; H. Res, 15,
expressing the sense of the House of Representatives
regarding Government procurement access for
women-owned businesses; H.R. 3582, Federal Con-
tractor Flexibility Act; and a concurrent resolution
on the year 2000 computer problem.

HAITI: PROSPECTS FOR FREE AND FAIR
ELECTIONS
Committee on International Relations: Held a hearing on
Haiti: Prospects for Free and Fair Elections. Testi-
mony was heard from Peter F. Romero, Acting As-
sistant Secretary, Western Hemisphere Affairs, De-
partment of State.

INTERNET GAMBLING PROHIBITION ACT
Committee on the Judiciary: Began markup of H.R.
3125, Internet Gambling Prohibition Act of 1999.

Will continue tomorrow.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES
Committee on Resources: Ordered reported the following
measures: S. 406, Alaska Native and American In-
dian Direct Reimbursement Act; H. Res. 443,
amended, expressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives with regard to the centennial of the rais-

ing of the United States flag in American Samoa;
H.R. 1509, to authorize the Disabled Veterans’ LIFE
Memorial Foundation to establish a memorial in the
District of Columbia or its environs to honor vet-
erans who became disabled while serving in the
Armed Forces of the United States; H.R. 2647, to
amend the Act entitled ‘‘An Act relating to the
water rights of the Ak-Chin Indian Community’’ to
clarify certain provisions concerning the leasing of
such water rights; H.R. 2932, amended, Golden
Spike/Crossroads of the West National Heritage Area
Act; H.R. 2958, to provide for the continuation of
higher education through the conveyance of certain
public lands in the State of Alaska to the University
of Alaska; H.R. 3182, Craig Municipal Equity Act;
H.R. 3577, to increase the amount authorized to be
appropriated for the north side pumping division of
the Minidoka reclamation project, Idaho; H.R. 3293,
amended, to amend the law that authorized the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial to authorize the place-
ment within the site of the memorial of a plaque to
honor those Vietnam veterans who died after their
service in the Vietnam war, but as a direct result of
that service; and H.R. 4021, Giant Sequoia Groves
Protection and Management Act of 2000.

AMERICAN HOMEOWNERSHIP AND
ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY ACT
Committee on Rules: The Committee granted, by voice
vote, a structured rule, providing 1 hour of debate
on H.R. 1776, American Homeownership and Eco-
nomic Opportunity Act. The rule waives all points
of order against consideration of the bill. The rule
makes in order the Committee on Banking and Fi-
nancial Services amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute now printed in the bill as an original bill for
the purpose of amendment. The rule waives all
points of order against the committee amendment in
the nature of a substitute. The rule makes in order
only those amendments printed in the Rules Com-
mittee report which may be offered only in the order
printed in the report, may be offered only by a
Member designated in the report, shall be considered
as read, shall be debatable for the time specified in
the report equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, shall not be subject to
amendment, and shall not be subject to a demand
for a division of the question in the House or in the
Committee of the Whole. The rule waives all points
of order against the amendments printed in the re-
port. The rule permits the Chairman of the Com-
mittee of the Whole to postpone votes during con-
sideration of the bill, and to reduce voting time to
five minutes on a postponed question if the vote fol-
lows a fifteen minute vote. Finally, the rule provides
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for one motion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions. Testimony was heard from Chairman Leach
and Representatives Lazio, LaFalce, Frank of Massa-
chusetts, Waters Weygand, Inslee, Rush and
Sanchez.

CASH VERSUS ACCRUAL
Committee on Small Business: Held a hearing on Cash
versus Accrual: The Policy Implications of the Grow-
ing Inability of Small Businesses to Use Simple Tax
Accounting. Testimony was heard from Joseph M.
Mikrut, Tax Legislative Counsel, Department of the
Treasury; and public witnesses.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, Sub-
committee on Water Resources and Environment ap-
proved for full Committee action, as amended, the
following bills: H.R. 673, Florida Keys Water Qual-
ity Improvements Act of 1999; H.R. 855, Long Is-
land Sound Preservation and Protection Act; H.R.
1106, Alternative Water Sources Act of 1999; H.R.
1237, to amend the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act to permit grants for the national estuary pro-
gram to be used for the development and implemen-
tation of a comprehensive conservation and manage-
ment plan, to reauthorize appropriations to carry out
the program; H.R. 2957, Lake Pontchartrain Basin
Protection Act of 1999 and H.R. 3313, Long Island
Sound Restoration Act.

VA CAPITAL ASSET PLANNING
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Subcommittee on
Health held a hearing on VA Capital Asset Plan-
ning. Testimony was heard from Representative
Weldon of Florida; Stephan P. Backhus, Director,
Veterans’ Affairs and Military Health Care Issues,
Health, Education, and Human Services Division,
GAO; the following officials of the Department of
Veterans Affairs: Frances M. Murphy, M.D., Acting
Under Secretary, Policy and Management; Terrence
S. Batliner, DDS, Director, VISN 19; and Dennis
Smith, Director, VA Maryland Health Care System;
and representatives of veterans organizations.

TAXPAYER BILL OF RIGHTS 2000
Committee on Ways and Means: Ordered reported, as
amended, H.R. 4163, Taxpayer Bill of Rights 2000.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR THURSDAY,
APRIL 6, 2000

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)

Senate
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry: to hold

hearings on interstate shipments of state inspected meat,
9:30 a.m., SR–328A.

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Energy
and Water Development, to hold hearings on proposed
budget estimates for fiscal year 2001 for the Department
of Energy, 9 a.m., SD–116.

Subcommittee on VA, HUD, and Independent Agen-
cies, to hold hearings on proposed budget estimates for
fiscal year 2001 for the Department of Veterans Affairs,
9:30 a.m., SD–138.

Subcommittee on Treasury and General Government,
to hold hearings on proposed budget estimates for fiscal
year 2001 for the Office of Drug Control Policy, 9:30
a.m., SD–124.

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, State, and the
Judiciary, to hold hearings on proposed budget estimates
for fiscal year 2001 for the Federal Trade Commission,
9:30 a.m., S–146, Capitol.

Subcommittee on Foreign Operations, to hold hearings
on proposed budget estimates for fiscal year 2001 for the
International Financial Institutions, 10:30 a.m., SD–192.

Committee on Armed Services: to hold hearings to examine
procedures and standards for the granting of security
clearances at the Department of Defense, 9:30 a.m.,
SR–222.

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: Sub-
committee on Aviation, to hold hearings to examine
issues dealing with aviation security, 10 a.m., SR–253.

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: Subcommittee
on Forests and Public Land Management, to hold over-
sight hearings on the proposed five-year strategic plan of
the U.S. Forest Service in compliance with Government
Results and Performance Act, 9:30 a.m., SD–366.

Committee on Finance: to hold hearings to examine Chi-
na’s accession to the World Trade Organization, 10 a.m.,
SD–215.

Committee on Foreign Relations: Subcommittee on East
Asian and Pacific Affairs, with the Subcommittee on
International Economic Policy, Export and Trade Pro-
motion, to hold joint hearings on China in the World
Trade Organization, focusing on United States high tech-
nology sector, 10 a.m., SD–419.

Subcommittee on International Economic Policy, Ex-
port and Trade Promotion, with the Subcommittee on
East Asian and Pacific Affairs, to hold joint hearings on
China in the World Trade Organization, focusing on
United States high technology sector, 10 a.m., SD–419.

Select Committee on Intelligence: to hold closed hearings on
pending intelligence matters, 2:15 p.m., SH–219.
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Committee on the Judiciary: business meeting to consider
the nomination of John Antoon II, of Florida, to be
United States District Judge for the Middle District of
Florida; the nomination of Richard C. Tallman, of Wash-
ington, to be United States Circuit Judge for the Ninth
Circuit; the nomination of Marianne O. Battani, of
Michigan, to be United States District Judge for the
Eastern District of Michigan vice Anna Diggs Taylor, re-
tired; the nomination of David M. Lawson, of Michigan,
to be United States District Judge for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Michigan vice Avern Cohn, retired; H.R. 2260,
to amend the Controlled Substances Act to promote pain
management and palliative care without permitting as-
sisted suicide and euthanasia; S. 1854, to reform the
Hart-Scott-Rodino Antitrust Improvements Act of 1976;
H.J. Res. 86, recognizing the 50th anniversary of the Ko-
rean War and the service by members of the Armed
Forces during such war; and S. 2058, to extend filing
deadlines for applications for adjustment of status of cer-
tain Cuban, Nicaraguan, and Haitian nationals, 10 a.m.,
SD–226.

Subcommittee on Criminal Justice Oversight, to hold
oversight hearings to examine the Federal Bureau of Pris-
ons, 2:30 p.m., SD–226.

House
Committee on Agriculture, Subcommittee on Department

Operations, Oversight, Nutrition, and Forestry, hearing
on H.R. 3453, Emergency Food Assistance Enhancement
Act of 1999, 10 a.m., 1300 Longworth.

Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Com-
merce, Justice, State, and Judiciary, on Bureau of the
Census, 10 a.m., 2358 Rayburn, and on NOAA, 2 p.m.,
H–309 Capitol.

Subcommittee on Foreign Operations, Export Financ-
ing and Related Programs, on Under Secretary of Defense
for Policy, 9:30 a.m., 2359 Rayburn.

Subcommittee on Interior, on public witnesses—Nat-
ural Resources, Energy, and other programs, 10 a.m.,
B–308 Rayburn.

Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education, on Armed Forces Retirement Home, and
National on Disability, 10 a.m., on Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education, and Bilingual Education and Minority
Language Affairs, 2 p.m., 2358 Rayburn.

Subcommittee on VA, HUD and Independent Agen-
cies, on Federal Emergency Management Agency, 9:30
a.m., H–143 Capitol, and on NASA, 1 p.m., 2362–A
Rayburn.

Committee on Commerce, Subcommittee on Oversight and
Investigations, hearing on Third Party Billing Company
Fraud: Assessing the Threat Posed to Medicare, 10 a.m.,
2322 Rayburn.

Subcommittee on Telecommunications, Trade, and
Consumer Protection, hearing to receive the report of the
Advisory Commission on Electronic Commerce; to be fol-
lowed by a hearing on H.R. 3489, Wireless Tele-
communications Sourcing and Privacy Act, 10 a.m., 2123
Rayburn.

Committee on Education and the Workforce, to continue
markup of H.R. 4141, Education Opportunities To Pro-

tect and Invest In Our Nation’s Students (Education OP-
TIONS) Act, 9:30 a.m., 2175 Rayburn.

Committee on Government Reform, hearing on Autism:
Present Challenges, Future Needs—Why the Increased
Rates? 10:30 a.m., 2154 Rayburn.

Committee on International Relations, hearing on the Sta-
tus of Negotiations Between China and Tibet, 10 a.m.,
2172 Rayburn.

Subcommittee on International Economic Policy and
Trade, to mark up H.R. 3680, to amend the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1998 with re-
spect to the adjustment of composite theoretical perform-
ance levels of high performance computers, 2 p.m., 2255
Rayburn.

Committee on the Judiciary, to continue markup of H.R.
3125, Internet Gambling Prohibition Act of 1999, 9:30
a.m., 2141 Rayburn.

Subcommittee on the Constitution, oversight hearing
on the Fourth Amendment and the Internet, 2:30 p.m.,
2226 Rayburn.

Subcommittee on Crime, hearing on H.R. 4051,
Project Exile: The Safe Streets and Neighborhoods Act of
2000, 1 p.m., 2141 Rayburn.

Committee on Resources, Subcommittee on Fisheries Con-
servation, Wildlife and Oceans, to mark up the following:
H.R. 3176, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to con-
duct a study to determine ways of restoring the natural
wetlands conditions in the Kealia Pond National Wildlife
Refuge, Hawaii; and H.R. 3292, to provide for the estab-
lishment of the Cat Island National Wildlife Refuge in
West Feliciana Parish, Louisiana, followed by an oversight
hearing on Section 118 of the Marine Mammal Protec-
tion, 10 a.m., and an oversight hearing on Section 119
of the Marine Mammal Protection Act, 2 p.m., 1334
Longworth.

Subcommittee on National Parks, and Public Lands,
the Subcommittee on Forests and Forest Health and the
Subcommittee on Aviation of the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, joint hearing on H.R. 3661,
General Aviation Access Act, 10 a.m., 1324 Longworth.

Subcommittee on Water and Power, hearing on the
following bills: H.R. 1787, Deschutes Resources Conser-
vancy Reauthorization Act of 1999; and H.R. 1113,
Colusa Basin Watershed Integrated Resources Manage-
ment Act; and oversight hearing on Bonneville Power
Administrations’ Subscription process, 2 p.m., 1324
Longworth.

Committee on Science, Subcommittee on Energy and Envi-
ronment, hearing on the Human Genome Project, 10
a.m., 2318 Rayburn.

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, Sub-
committee on Oversight, Investigations, and Emergency
Management, hearing on Preparedness Against Terrorist
Attacks Involving Weapons of Mass Destruction, 2 p.m.,
2167 Rayburn.

Committee on Ways and Means, Subcommittee on Social
Security, hearing on the 2000 Social Security Trustees
Annual Report, 10 a.m., 1100 Longworth.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE

9:30 a.m., Thursday, April 6

Senate Chamber

Program for Thursday: Senate will continue consider-
ation of S. Con. Res. 101, Congressional Budget, with
votes to occur on certain pending amendments beginning
at 10:30 a.m.

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

10:00 a.m., Thursday, April 6

House Chamber

Program for Thursday: Consideration of H.R. 1776,
American Homeownership and Economic Opportunity
Act (structured rule, one hour of debate).
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